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This  work  is  respectfully  dedicated  to 
THE  PIONEERS, 

long  since  departed.  May  the  memory  of  those  who  laid  down  their  burdens 
by  the  wayside  ever  be  fragrant  as  the  breath  of  summer 
flowers,  for  their  toils  and  sacrifices  have  made 
Fayette  County  a  garden  of  sun¬ 
shine  and  delights. 
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PREFACE 

¥ 


All  life  and  achievement  is  evolution;  present  wisdom  comes  from  past 
experience,  and  present  commercial  prosperity  has  come  only  from  past  exer¬ 
tion  and  suffering.  The  deeds  and  motives  of  the  men  that  have  gone  before 
have  been  instrumental  in  shaping  the  destinies  of  later  communities  and 
states.  The  development  of  a  new  country  was  at  once  a  task  and  a  privi¬ 
lege.  It  required  great  courage,  sacrifice  and  privation.  Compare  the  pres¬ 
ent  conditions  of  the  people  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  with  what  they  were 
one  hundred  years  ago.  From  a  trackless  wilderness  and  virgin  prairie, 
it  has  come  to  be  a  center  of  prosperity  and  civilization,  with  millions  of 
wealth,  systems  of  railways,  grand  educational  institutions,  splendid  indus¬ 
tries  and  immense  agricultural  productions.  Can  any  thinking  person  be 
insensible  to  the  fascination  of  the  study  which  discloses  the  incentives,  hopes, 
aspirations  and  efforts  of  the  early  pioneers  who  so  strongly  laid  the  founda¬ 
tion  upon  which  has  been  reared  the  magnificent  prosperity  of  later  days? 
To  perpetuate  the  story  of  these  people  and  to  trace  and  record  the  social, 
political  and  industrial  progress  of  the  community  from  its  first  inception 
is  the  function  of  the  local  historian.  A  sincere  purpose  to  preserve  facts 
and  personal  memoirs  that  are  deserving  of  perpetuation,  and  which  unite 
the  present  to  the  past,  is  the  motive  for  the  present  publication.  The  work 
has  been  in  the  hands  of  able  writers,  who  have,  after  much  patient  study 
and  research,  produced  here  the  most  complete  biographical  memoirs  of 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  ever  offered  to  the  public.  A  specially  valuable  and 
interesting  department  is  that  one  devoted  to  the  sketches  of  representative 
citizens  of  this  county  whose  records  deserve  preservation  because  of  their 
worth,  effort  and  accomplishment.  The  publishers  desire  to  extend  their 
thanks  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  so  faithfully  labored  to  this  end.  Thanks 
are  also  due  to  the  citizens  of  Fayette  county  for  the  uniform  kindness  with 
which  they  have  regarded  this  undertaking  and  for  their  many  services  ren¬ 
dered  in  the  gaining  of  necessary  information. 

In  placing  the  “Past  and  Present  of  Fayette  County,  Iowa,”  before 
the  citizens,  the  publishers  can  conscientiously  claim  that  they  have  carried 
out  the  plan  as  outlined  in  the  prospectus.  Every  biographical  sketch  in  the 
work  has  been  submitted  to  the  party  interested,  for  correction,  and  therefore 
any  error  of  fact,  if  there  be  any,  is  solely  due  to  the  person  for  whom  the 
sketch  was  prepared.  Confident  that  our  efforts  to  please  will  fully  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  public,  we  are, 

Respectfully, 


THE  PUBLISHERS. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

IOWA  ANTIQUITIES. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  great  colonial  systems  of  North  America,  while 
the  English  occupied  a  strip  of  the  North  Atlantic  coast,  their  rivals,  the 
French,  advanced  along  an  interior  and  parallel  line,  by  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  the  lakes.  The  French  had  the  advantage,  flanking  the  English  advance 
toward  the  interior.  But  beyond  Lake  Erie  the  St.  Lawrence  water-way 
makes  a  sudden  retreat  in  the  far  northwest,  and  the  French  parallel  line 
would  fail  if  it  were  not  extended  to  the  Ohio  river.  The  key  to  the  situation 
was  the  land  of  portages,  from  the  Allegheny  river  on  the  east  to  the  Miamis 
on  the  west.  It  followed  naturally  that  this  land,  now  mainly  included  in 
the  state  of  Ohio,  became  a  battle-ground  and  the  cause  of  war  in  other 
regions,  from  the  beginning  of  European  rivalry  in  North  America.  It  was 
the  most  important  region  of  the  continent;  the  key  to  all  the  country  west 
of  the  Alleghanies ;  commanding  the  commercial  outlet  toward  Europe  of  a 
vast  and  fertile  country,  destined  to  be  the  richest  in  the  world.  The  Ohio 
country  began  to  be  of  surpassing  importance  in  the  sixteenth  century,  in 
the  eyes  of  Europe,  and  there  are  evidences  that  in  more  remote  ages  the 
region  was  the  seat  of  the  greatest  towns  and  the  theatre  of  the  most  stub¬ 
born  wars  known  to  the  ancient  Americans.  It  is  natural,  therefore,  that 
the  early  history  of  this  region  should  be  rich  with  interest ;  that  it  should 
involve  the  rise  and  fall  of  political  power  in  both  the  Old  World  and  the 
New,  and  not  at  all  strange  that  the  state  of  Ohio,  from  its  foundation, 
should  show  a  rapid  progress  toward  a  position  of  dominance  in  America. 

Of  the  origin  of  this  fair  land,  geologists  are  able  to  give  us  an  account 
from  the  evidences  found  in  the  rocks.  Once,  we  are  told,  a  shallow  sea 
of  warm  salt  water,  an  extension  of  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  overspread  the 
country  between  the  Alleghanies  and  the  Rocky  mountains.  In  Ohio  the 
first  land  to  emerge  was  at  the  present  site  of  Cincinnati,  an  island  of  which 
the  rocks  had  been  deposited  for  many  centuries  in  the  sea  bottom,  forming 
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a  peculiar  dark  limestone  called  the  Trenton,  famous  in  our  time  as  the  im¬ 
pervious  roof  of  the  underground  collections  of  natural  gas.  In  succession, 
northward  and  eastward,  layers  were  built  up  under  water,  raised  above, 
submerged  and  lifted  again,  the  most  recent  of  all  being  the  Carboniferous 
or  coal-bearing  rocks.  These  successive  pushings-up  of  land  from  the  waters 
would  have  formed  a  vast  level  plain,  if  the  face  of  the  country  had  not  been 
worn  by  the  rivers  and,  ages  after  solid  land  was  established,  by  the  icy  tor¬ 
rents  of  melting  glaciers.  By  such  erosions  the  hills  were  formed  and  the 
beautiful  valley  vistas  and  romantic  gorges. 

For  the  accumulation  and  growth  of  this  great  series  of  deposits,  all  of 
which  were  in  salt  water  except  the  coal-bearing  strata,  which  imply  fresh 
water  marshes,  vast  periods  of  time  were  required.  Many  millions  of  years 
must  be  used  in  any  rational  explanation  of  their  origin  and  history.  All 
the  stages  of  this  history  have  gone  forward  on  so  large  a  scale,  so  far  as 
time  is  concerned,  that  the  few  thousand  years  of  human  history  would  not 
make  an  appreciable  factor  in  any  of  them. 

THE  MOUND  BUILDERS. 

It  was  long  after  the  upper  coal  strata  had  been  covered  by  other  car¬ 
boniferous  deposits,  barren  of  coal  in  profitable  quantity,  that  some  great 
change  in  world  conditions  brought  down  vast  fields  of  ice  and  snow  from 
the  north.  Hundreds,  and  perhaps  thousands,  of  years  after  the  ice  had 
receded  or  melted,  and  the  contour  of  the  land  was  established  as  it  is  today, 
that  race  of  human  beings  known  to  us  as  Mound-Builders  occupied  the 
land.  They  are  known  through  the  remains  of  great  earthworks  which 
archaeologists  have  studied  and  investigated  in  every  section  of  the  country 
where  their  works  appear. 

But,  perhaps,  the  most  thorough  investigators  along  these  lines  were 
Messrs.  Squier  and  Davis,  who  published  an  exhaustive  work  entitled  “The 
Ancient  Monuments  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,”  and  which  has  been  recog¬ 
nized  as  an  authority  among  archaeologists  since  1848.  In  that  year  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  assumed  a  protectorate  over 
the  work  and  republished  it,  together  with  some  plans  and  notes  furnished 
by  others.  This  publication  constituted  the  first  systematic  Work  with  de¬ 
scriptions  and  figures  of  the  numerous  remains  of  the  Mound-Builders.  From 
1848  until  the  present,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  has  continued  to  publish 
books  and  original  papers  relating  to  this  subject.  Stimulated  by  this  na¬ 
tional  recognition,  and  in  view  of  the  absorbing  interest  in  the  subject,  many 
original  investigators  have  published  manuscripts  and  books  at  private  ex- 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


2  7 


pense,  some  of  which  are  very  elaborate  and  complete.  Doctor  Davis,  above 
mentioned  as  one  of  the  publishers  of  “Ancient  Monuments  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Valley,”  opened  two  hundred  mounds  at  his  own  expense,  and  gath¬ 
ered  the  largest  collection  of  mound-relics  that  has  been  made  in  America. 
These  now  form  part  of  the  collection  of  Blackmore’s  Museum,  at  Salisbury, 
England.  A  second  collection  of  duplicates  from  results  of  subse¬ 
quent  investigations  is  now  in  possession  of  the  American  Museum  of  Nat¬ 
ural  History,  in  New  York.  The  work  of  Squier  and  Davis  was  character¬ 
ized  by  the  eminent  Swiss  archaeologist,  A.  Morlot,  in  a  paper  before  the 
American  Philosophical  Society,  in  1862,  as  being  “as  glorious  a  monument 
of  American  science,  as  Bunker  Hill  is  of  American  bravery.” 

It  is  a  noticeable  feature  of  all  the  early  publications  in  this  department 
of  archaeology,  that  they  attach  great  antiquity  to  the  Mound-Builders.  The 
variations  in  this  regard  are  also  very  great.  Some  assume  that  thousands 
of  years  have  elapsed  since  the  building  of  these  ancient  relics,  and  all  agree 
that  they  are  very  old.  Eminent  authorities  are  as  widely  at  variance  re¬ 
garding  their  antiquity  as  they  are  concerning  their  origin  and  purpose.  But 
the  tendency  of  students  at  the  present  time  is  to  deny  the  great  age  assigned 
by  early  explorers  to  these  earthworks.  The  evidence  -of  the  trunks  of  trees 
rooted  upon  the  mounds  is  not  to  be  accepted  without  qualification.  It 
is  known,  also,  that  the  homes  of  the  Indian  tribes  changed  so  rapidly,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  own  accounts,  before  they  were  crowded  by  the  white  men, 
that  some  of  the  red  men  found  in  Ohio  after  1750  could  give  no  account 
of  the  origin  of  these  mounds;  this  is  very  weak  proof  of  a  great  antiquity. 
Of  some  of  the  works,  the  Indians  did  have  traditions.  Wider  knowledge 
of  the  early  Americans,  furthermore,  reveals  to  us  that  in  the  gulf  region 
they  were  yet  making  use  of  mounds  when  the  first  Spanish  conquerors 
journeyed  through  that  country.  An  artificial  mound,  surmounted  by  the  tem¬ 
ple  and  the  houses  of  the  chief  and  great  men,  sometimes  with  a  spacious 
stairway  of  hewn  timber  on  one  side,  and  surrounded  by  dwellings  of  the 
people,  was  the  striking  feature  of  'the  main  Muskogee  towns  found  by  De 
Soto.  Mounds  were  also  built  by  both  Southern  and  Northern  people,  within 
the  historic  period,  in  honor  of  the  dead  buried  beneath  them, 

Interesting  papers  have  been  published  to  sustain  the  theory  that  such 
well-known  tribes  as  the  Cherokees  and  Shawanees  were  mound-builders. 
Structures  in  the  middle  West  and  North  are  remarkably  suggestive  of  the 
great  town  houses  of  the  Apalachee  Indians  of  Florida,  being  built  in  the 
form  of  a  hollow  square,  with  the  main  entrances  at  each  angle.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  state  of  Ohio  has  taken  precedence  in  the  matter  of  investi¬ 
gating  the  mysteries  surrounding  the  history  of  the  Mound-Builders,  prob- 
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ably  because  the  evidences  of  their  existence  are  more  numerous  in  that  state 
than  in  any  other.  Well  defined  mounds,  easily  traceable  to  the  mysterious 
race  now  under  discussion,  appear  in  nearly  every  township  in  that  state,  if 
we  except  the  Black  Swamp  and  the  rugged  southeastern  part  of  the  state. 
Careful  investigators  are  all  agreed  that  ten  thousand  mounds  in  Ohio  is  a 
moderate  estimate  of  the  number  found  there.  It  is  also  believed  that  the 
population  was  more  dense  there  than  in  other  regions,  that  more  permanent 
settlements  were  made,  and  that  a  more  tenacious  effort  was  put  forth  to 
hold  the  country  against  prehistoric  invasion.  These  people  left  no  written 
history,  and  all  that  is  known  concerning  them  is  gathered  from  the  mounds, 
enclosures  and  implements  which  they  left  behind.  They  have  been  called 
“Mound-Builders”  simply  because  of  the  innumerable  mounds  which  they 
have  erected,  and  which  remained  until  the  coming  of  the  white  man.  These 
earthworks  were  very  generally  distributed  from  western  New  York,  along 
the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  through  Michigan  to  Nebraska,  thence  north 
from  this  line  to  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Superior.  From  this  line  they 
extend  south  to  the  gulf  of  Mexico.  Mounds  occur  in  great  numbers  in  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Texas, 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Georgia  and  Florida.  They  are  found  in  less  num¬ 
bers  in  western  New  York,  the  Carolinas,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Michigan, 
Iowa  and  portions  of  Mexico.  In  choosing'  this  vast  region,  extending  from 
the  Alleghanies  to  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  from  the  great  lakes  to  the 
gulf  of  Mexico,  the  Mound-Builders  took  possession  of  the  great  system  of 
plains,  controlling  the  long  inland  water  courses  of  the  continent.  Along 
the  broad  levels  drained  by  this  vast  river  system,  the  remains  of  prehistoric 
man  are  found.  Archaeologists  have  no  difficulty  in  locating  the  places 
which  'were  most  densely  populated,  by  reason  of  the  irregular  distribution 
of  the  works. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  selection  of  sites  for  their  earth¬ 
works,  the  Mound-Builders  were  influenced  by  the  same  motives,  apparently, 
which  governed  their  European  successors.  It  is  a  well  established  fact  that 
nearly  every  city  of  importance  in  the  valleys  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi, 
and  their  tributaries,  is  located  on  the  ruins  left  by  this  ancient  people.  Of 
these,  we  mention  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Milwaukee,  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  as 
being  near  the  borders  of  our  own  state.  Sixteen  of  the  principal  cities  of 
Ohio  are  so  located,  while  many  others  in  other  states  could  be  mentioned. 
The  sites  selected  by  the  Mound-Builders  for  their  most  pretentious  works 
were  on  the  river  terraces,  or  bottoms,  no  doubt  because  of  the  natural  hffih- 
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ways  thus  rendered  available,  besides  the  opportunities  for  fishing  and  the 
cultivation  of  the  warm,  quick  soil,  easily  tilled. 
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Old  residents  of  Fayette  county  will  remember  with  pleasure  the  late 
Judge  Samuel  Murdock,  of  Elkader,  who  made  this  subject  the  study  of  a 
lifetime.  Perhaps  Judge  Murdock  did  more  in  the  line  of  investigation  of 
the  Iowa  mounds  than  all  others  combined,  and  his  lectures  were  the  subject 
of  universal  comment  and  great  interest. 


THE  MOUNDS. 


A  full  description  of  these  ancient  works,  or  even  a  mention  of  them, 
would  require  more  space  than  can  be  accorded  to  the  subject  in  this  work. 
The  patient  student  must  avail  himself  of  the  opportunities  presented  in  the 
perusal  of  the  elaborate  works  published  on  this  interesting  and  fascinating 
subject,  while  the  casual  reader  has  but  little  interest  beyond  a  superficial  view. 

Surveys  and  explorations  of  the  many  mounds  which  have  been  opened 
seem  to  indicate  that  they  were  all  constructed  along  similar  lines,  though 
vastly  different  in  size  and  apparently  designed  for  different  purposes.  Some 
appeared  to  be  constructed  for  defense  against  the  encroachments  of  an 
enemy,  and  show  that  some  knowledge  of  military  fortifications  was  pos¬ 
sessed  by  the  designers  and  builders.  The  ancient  works  are  of  three  classes : 
The  heavy  embankments  found  on  the  level  or  lowlands;  the  larger  works, 
composed  of  earth  and  stone  on  the  hill-tops,  and  the  smaller  mounds  scat¬ 
tered  everywhere,  on  high  or  low  ground,  indiscriminately. 

The  dimensions  of  the  mounds  do  not  vary  greatly,  being  usually  from 
two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred  feet  in  diameter,  and  are  either  square 
or  circular  in  form,  often  combining  both  forms  in  one  figure.  The  square 
or  rectangular  works,  found  in  combination  with  the  circles,  are  of  various 
dimensions;  but  it  has  been  noticed  that  certain  groups  are  distinguished  by 
such  an  uniformity  in  size  that  archaeologists  have  been  persuaded  to  claim 
that  the  builders  had  a  standard  of  measurement.  These  squares  have  almost 
invariably  eight  gateways,  all  of  which  are  covered  or  protected  by  small 
mounds.  A  few  have  been  discovered  which  are  octagonal  in  form.  The 
mounds  are  designated  as  “defensive,”  “sacred,”  “sacrificial,”  “sepulchral” 
and  “memorial,”  according  to  the  uses  to  which  they  were  put.  There  is  also 
a  class  of  mounds,  variously  designated  as  “animal,”  “emblematic”  or  “sym¬ 
bolical,”  which  were  crude  representations  of  certain  animals,  reptiles,  birds 
and  even  men,  sometimes  sufficiently  accurate  in  their  representations  to 
plainly  show  the  characters  or  objects  they  were  designed  to  represent.  Most 
curious  of  all  are  the  effigy  mounds  in  Ohio,  which  are  surpassed,  however, 
by  those  in  Wisconsin  and  Iowa. 
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THE  BUILDERS. 

The  peculiar  and  distinctive  features  of  these  various  relics  of  past  ages 
are  of  little  interest  to  the  general  reader,  and  yet  the  fact  of  their  existence, 
and  that  they  are  the  only  remains  of  a  race  of  human  beings  long  since  ex¬ 
tinct,  urges  the  effort  to  solve  the  mystery  of  the  ancient  people  and  their 
works.  But  the  solution  of  the  problem  has  baffled  the  skill  of  the  most 
noted  scientists  of  two  continents,  since  the  existence  of  these  “works  of  hu¬ 
man  hands”  was  first  determined.  True,  we  have  theories,  ably  supported 
by  argument,  and  these,  in  the  absence  of  absolutely  established  facts,  we  must 
accept,  weigh,  adopt  or  discard,  and  still  remain  in  darkness  as  to  the  origin, 
mission  and  final  destiny  of  the  Mound-Builders. 

Judging  by  the  works  which  they  have  left, — and  that  is  in  accord  with 
Scriptural  suggestion, — they  were  a  powerful  race  of  slightly  civilized  and 
industrious  people.  The  earth  monuments,  only,  remain,  these  enclosing 
a  few  relics  of  rude  art,  together  with  the  last  lingering  remains  of  mor¬ 
tality — the  crumbling  skeleton — which  the  curious  investigators  have  dis¬ 
turbed  in  their  resting  places.  But  even  these  have  yielded  to  scientific  minds, 
strongly  imaginative,  some  knowledge  of  the  character  and  lives  of  the  race. 

Fhe  twentieth  century  dawns  in  almost  as  great  ignorance  of  the  prehistoric 
race  as  did  the  nineteenth;  yet  in  the  ever  restless  spirit  of  modern  investi¬ 
gation,  efforts  have  been  made  to  link  the  Mound-Builders  with  some  an¬ 
cient  and  far-distant  race  of  civilized  mankind. 

Dr.  John  S.  Newberry,  late  professor  of  geology  and  paleontology  in 
Columbia  College,  sums  up  a  voluminous  article  on  this  subject  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  language :  “From  all  the  facts  before  us,  we  can  at  present  say  little 
more  than  this :  That  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Atlantic  coast 
were  once  densely  populated  by  a  sedentary,  agricultural,  and  partially  civil¬ 
ized  race,  quite  different  from  the  modern  nomadic  Indians,  though  possibly 
the  progenitors  of  some  of  the  Indian  tribes;  and  that,  after  many  centuries 
of  occupation,  they  disappeared  from  our  country  at  least  one  thousand,  per¬ 
haps  many  thousands,  of  years  before  the  advent  of  the  Europeans.  The  pre¬ 
historic  remains  found  so  abundantly  in  Arizona  appear  to  be  related  to  the 
Professor  Newberry  cites  Squier's  “Memoir  of  the  Ancient  Monuments  of 
the  West,”  “Aboriginal  Monuments  of  the  State  of  New  York,”  “Ancient 
America,”  “The  Monuments  of  the  Mississippi  Valley”  and  “Prehistoric 
Races  of  the  United  States.” 
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EARLY  INDIAN  HISTORY. 

We  trust  the  generous  reader  will  tolerate  a  few  words  on  this  subject, 
of  which,  though  traditional,  we  will  give  the  most  reliable  information 
derived  from  such  sources,  and  we  will  also-  present  the  conclusions  of  men 
who  have  devoted  their  lives  to  the  study  of  the  early  aborigines.  Dr.  C.  S. 
Rafinesque,  in  his  admirable  work,  “The  Ancient  Annals  of  Kentucky,” 
makes  a  vigorous  use  of  the  imagination  when  he  traces  the  American  folk 
well  nigh  back  to  Adam.  He  says  that  the  middle  West  first  became  the 
center  of  the  Atalan  people.  This  he  ascribes  to  a  period  two'  thousand  years 
ago.  Later  the  Atalans  were  divided  into  two  branches,  the  Apalans  of  the 
North  and  the  Talegans  of  the  Ohio  valley;  that  these  people  warred  against 
the  Istacan  and  Siberian  invasions,  and  finally  drove  the  ancient  people  to  the 
South,  founding  Mexican  civilization.  Then  came  the  Lenap  and  Menguy 
invaders  across  Behring  strait  to  possess  the  Ohio  and  St.  Lawrence  country, 
and  a  period  is  approached  in  which  definite  dates  can  be  assigned. 

Whatever  may  be  the  basis  for  Doctor  Rafinesque’s  theoretical  account, 
it  may  be  suggested  here  that  it  is  as  good  history  as  any  of  the  time  before 
the  coming  of  the  Lenap  and  Menguy  forefathers  of  the  red  men  found  in 
the  North  after  the  Columbian  discovery. 

The  Indians  who  inhabited  the  northern  region  east  of  the  Mississippi 
at  the  beginning  of  historic  times  were,  in  language,  of  two  great  families, 
which  are  given  the  French  names  Algonquin  and  Iroquois.  These  are  not 
Indian  names.  In  fact,  from  the  word  Indian  itself,  which  is  a  misnomer — 
arising  from  the  slowness  of  the  early  voyagers  to  admit  that  they  had  found 
unknown  continents — down  to  the  names  of  tribes,  there  is  a  confusion  of 
nomenclature  and  often  a  deplorable  misfit  in  the  titles  now  fixed  in  history 
by  long  usage.  The  Algonquin  family  may  more  properly  be  termed  the 
Lenape,  and  the  Iroquois  the  Meng’we.  The  Lenape  themselves,  while  using 
that  name,  also  employed  the  more  generic  title  of  Wapanackki.  The  Iroquois 
had  the  ancient  name  of  Onque  Honw^e,  and  this  in  their  tongue,  as  Lenape 
in  that  of  the  other  family,  signified  men  with  a  sense  of  importance — 
“the  people  ’’  to  use  a  convenient  English  expression. 

According  to  the  Lenape  tradition,  that  people  came  from  a  distant 
home  to  a  great  river,  which  they  called  the  Nameesi  Sippee,  where  they 
found  another  nation,  the  Mengwe,  engaged  in  a  similar  migration.  On 
crossing  the  river  a  powerful  nation  was  discovered  in  possession  of  the 
country,  called  the  Tallegawi,  or  Allegawi,  a  race  of  tall,  stout  men,  who  had 
large  towns  and  built  fortifications  and  intrenchments.  Meeting  with  a  des- 
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perate  resistance  from  this  people,  the  Lenape  and  Mengwe  made  an  alliance, 
agreeing  to  conquer  and  divide  the  country  between  themselves,  and  after 
many  great  battles  and  probably  many  years  they  were  successful. 

Such  is  the  tradition  of  the  conquest  as  gathered  from  the  Lenni  Lenape 
(Delawares),  “the  grandfather  people,”  by  Heckewelder,  in  his  “History, 
Manners  and  Customs  of  the  Indian  Nations.”  There  is  no  reason  to  dis¬ 
credit  the  tradition  in  its  essential  particulars.  Some  students  prefer  to  in¬ 
terpret  the  Nameesi  Sippee  as  the  Detroit  river  rather  than  the  Mississippi, 
according  to  their  notions  of  a  northeastward  starting  point  of  migration,  but 
this  is  not  material  to  our  narrative.  Unfortunately,  the  Indian  habit  of 
giving  names  to  rivers  and  places  according  to  some  striking  physical  char¬ 
acteristic,  each  nation  or  tribe  bestowing  a  name  of  its  own,  does  not  warrant 
the  certain  application  of  Nameesi  Sippee  to  the  Mississippi  river.  The  title 
might  be  given  to  any  “great  river,”  that  being  its  signification.  The  Alle- 
gawi  left  their  name,  as  a  perpetual  monument,  attached  to  the  mountain 
chain  of  the  East,  and  to  the  Ohio  river  in  the  language  of  one  of  the  con¬ 
quering  nations. 

Dr.  D.  G.  Brinton,  in  “The  American  Race,”  has  explained  that  the 
name  Tallegawi  means  the  Tallega  or  Tallika  people,  and  suggests  Tsalaki, 
the  Indian  name  of  which  “Cherokee”  is  a  corruption.  Before  the  Talle¬ 
gawi,  according  to  the  ancient  painted  record  of  the  Lenape,  translated  by 
Rafinesque,  there  were  the  “Snake  people,”  who  might  have  been  the  first 
mound-builders. 

The  Lenape  became  the  most  widespread  of  the  new  peoples.  Some 
tribes  remained  west  of  the  Mississippi,  while  others  pushed  on  to  occupy  the 
Atlantic  coast  from  Virginia  to  Labrador.  “They  were  typical  Americans, 
up  to  the  stature  of  the  best  European  nations,  well  formed  and  stalwart. 
They  had  the  physiognomy  of  warriors,  prominent  nose,  thin  lips,  piercing 
black  eyes.  Their  black  hair  was  carefully  pulled  from  their  heads  save  a 
patch  on  the  crown  from  which  grew  long  locks,  on  which  they  bound  gaudy 
feathers.  Their  hands  and  feet  were  of  aristocratic  smallness.  Each  family 
lived  alone  in  wattled  huts,  the  little  towns  being  surrounded  by  palisades  of 
stakes.  They  cultivated  grain  and  vegetables,  made  coarse  pottery,  wove 
mats,  and  dressed  the  skins  which  they  were  good  enough  hunters  to  obtain 
from  the  deer,  bear  and  buffalo,  though  they  had  no  better  weapons  than 
stone-tipped  arrows,  chipped  out  most  artfully  from  flint  or  chert.  They 
dug  copper,  and  in  the  remotest  parts  of  their  territory  had  the  red  pipe 
bowls  from  Minnesota  or  the  black  slate  pipes  from  Vancouver  island.  The 
sun,  with  fire  as  its  symbol,  was  their  chief  object  of  adoration,  and  the 
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young  warrior  must  make  his  sun-vows  at  dawn  from  a  solitary  hill-top  be¬ 
fore  lie  became  worthy  of  a  place  among  men.  The  four  winds  that  brought 
the  rains  were  also  objects  of  reverence,  as  well  as  the  animal  that  was  the 
symbol  of  the  tribe,  and  the  Lenape  remembered  with  pious  faithfulness  the 
hero  god  Michabo,  who  taught  them  laws  and  gave  them  maize  and  tobacco, 
and  sometime  would  come  again.  These  Indians  were  those  known  in  later 
years  as  the  Delawares,  the  Maumees,  the  Mohegans,  the  Manhattans,  the 
Piankeshaws,  the  Pottawattamies,  the  Shawnees  and  numerous  other  tribes. 
All  were  one  family  in  the  likeness  of  their  language,  though  they  often  had 
their  family  quarrels,  and  they  bear  in  history  the  name  given  them  by  the 
French  from  one  of  their  most  unworthy  tribes,  the  Algonquins. 

The  Mengwe  made  their  homes  along  the  lower  great  lakes  and  the  St. 
Lawrence  river,  never  reaching  the  coast,  and  thus  they  came  to  be  wholly 
surrounded  by  the  Lenape.  They  were  a  fiercer  people  and  models  of  physi¬ 
cal  development.  The  stock  is  unsurpassed  by  any  in  the  world.  It  stands 
on  record  that  the  five  companies  of  Iroquois  from  New  York  and  Canada 
during  the  Civil  war  stood  first  on  the  list  of  all  recruits  of  our  army  for 
height,  vigor  and  corporeal  symmetry.  Though  the  Lenape  regarded  them  as 
inferiors  and  called  them  cannibals,  they  held  themselves  superior  to  all 
races,  and  certainly  gave  some  proof  of  superiority  in  their  history.  The 
women  among  them  were  accorded  more  than  ordinary  respect,  at  least  in 
ancient  times,  and  were  represented  by  a  speaker  in  all  councils.  In  the 
Wendet  tribe  the  women  of  each  gens  elected  the  chief,  who  represented  it 
in  all  tribal  councils.  The  “long  house”  was  a  distinctive  feature  of  Mengwe 
life — large  communal  log  houses,  fortified  with  palisades,  and  so  strong  that 
the  white  pioneers  did  not  err  in  calling  them  castles. 

Included  in  this  stock  of  people  were  the  Mohawks,  Oneidas,  Senecas. 
Cayugas,  Eries,  Cherokees,  Wyandots,  Tuscaroras  and  others,  these  being 
the  names  commonly  given  them  in  history.  The  Wahash  (Osage),  it  is  be¬ 
lieved,  they  left  beyond  the  Mississippi  in  the  migration. 

But  the  Cherokees  among  the  Mengwe,  and  the  Shawanees  among  the 
Lenape,  are  people  difficult  to  classify.  The  language  of  both  races  was 
copious,  admirably  constructed,  flexible  and  generally  melodious.  That  of 
the  Lenape  was  the  more  guttural,  the  sounds  represented  by  ch  or  g  in 
printed  words  closely  approximating  the  German  ch.  They  also  had  deli¬ 
cately  sounded  nasal  vowels  resembling  the  French.  The  dictionaries  and 
grammars  of  the  language  that  have  been  published  demonstrate  the  remark¬ 
able  richness  of  the  tongues  in  words  and  in  their  inflection  and  combination. 

The  clans  of  the  Lenni  Lenape  (called  Delawares  by  the  English) 
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known  among  the  Indians  by  their  totems,  the  Turtle,  Turkey  and  Wolf, 
the  turtle  being  the  highest  in  honor,  while  among  the  Mengwe  there  were 
clans  and  totems  of  Turtle,  Wolf,  Bear,  Deer,  Beaver,  Hawk,  Crane  and 
Snipe,  each  having  separate  towns.  There  were  no  Indian  kings.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  was  in  the  hands  of  the  elected  chief  and  the  council  of  old  and 
worthy  men.  The  chief  was  the  keeper  of  wampum,  used  for  tribal  negotia¬ 
tions,  and  he  was  authorized  to  control  the  clan  or  tribe  as  far  as  his  diplo¬ 
macy  could  carry  him,  but  no  orders  or  attempts  at  forcible  discipline  would 
be  tolerated.  He  could  not  make  war  or  peace,  or  levy  taxes,  and  was  re¬ 
quired  to  hunt  for  his  living  the  same  as  any  other  warrior.  There  was  no 
limit  of  lands;  all  belonged  to  all.  There  were  scarcely  any  penal  laws,  but, 
unless  some  atonement  were  made,  murder  could  be  avenged  by  the  friends 
of  the  victim.  The  most  generous  hospitality  was  the  rule,  and  when  anyone 
needed  a  necessity  of  life,  there  was  no  harm  in  taking  it  without  asking. 
Said  one  (James  Smith)  who  had  passed  a  number  of  years  as  a  forcibly 
adopted  Indian :  “They  are  not  oppressed  or  perplexed  with  expensive  liti¬ 
gation;  they  are  not  injured  by  legal  robbery;  they  have  no  splendid  villains 
that  make  themselves  grand  and  great  on  other  people’s  labor,  and  they  have 
neither  church  nor  state  created  as  money-making  machines.” 

The  early  aborigines,  as  contemplated  in  this  article,  were  very  skillful 
in  war.  They  had  a  system  of  military  maneuvers  peculiar  to  themselves,  and 
could  march  forward  in  battle  line,  form  circles  or  semi-circles  to  surround 
an  enemy,  or  form  hollow  squares  from  which  to  face  outward  to  repel  an 
attack  with  the  most  exact  precision,  and  they  implicitly  obeyed  their  leaders. 
They  won  famous  battles  against  white  troops  in  historic  times,  and  could 
teach  strategy  to  white  commanders  as  well  as  the  highest  statecraft.  (The 
Iroquois  advised  the  union  of  the  American  colonies,  when  the  colonists,  like 
inferior  Indians,  were  too  jealous  of  each  other  to  consent  to  it.) 

Of  another  side  of  Indian  character,  Gen.  William  Henry  Harrison  has 
left  an  interesting  suggestion.  “By  many,”  he  said,  “they  are  supposed  to 
he  stoics,  who  willingly  encounter  privations.  The  very  reverse  is  the  fact ; 
for  if  they  belong  to  either  of  the  classes  of  philosophers  that  prevailed  in 
the  declining  years  of  Rome,  it  is  to  that  of  the  Epicureans,  for  no  Indian 
will  forego  an  enjoyment  or  suffer  an  inconvenience  if  he  can  avoid  it.  Even 
the  gratification  of  some  strong  passion  he  is  ever  ready  to  postpone,  when  its 
accomplishment  is  attended  with  unlooked-for  danger  or  unexpected  hard¬ 
ship.”  There  were,  of  course,  darker  sides  to  the  picture.  The  Women  did 
not  enjoy  too  much  honor,  and  there  were  some  rites  that  remind  one  of  the 
ancient  people  of  the  Mediterranean  whose  civilization  is  admired.  Their 
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marriages  were  made  with  as  little  ceremony  as  among  the  ancient  Hebrews, 
and  often  were  temporary.  The  warriors  were  cruel,  perhaps  more  so  than 
Europeans  of  their  day,  and  possibly  there  were  more  horrible  atrocities  on 
the  borders  of  the  colonies  than  occurred  during  the’ Thirty  Years’  war  in 
Germany,  or  in  the  Irish  wars  or  in  the  Netherlands.  Captives  Were  some¬ 
times  burned  at  the  stake,  and  once  in  a.  while  portions  of  them  were  eaten, 
as  a  sort  of  religious  rite.  But  originally  at  least,  captive  women  were  treated 
honorably. 

Volney,  the  once  famous  French  philosopher,  who  studied  the  Indian 
after  he  had  suffered  much  from  conquest  and  the  strong  drink  of  the  white 
man,  remarked :  “I  have  often  been  struck  with  the  analogy  subsisting  be¬ 
tween  the  Indians  of  North  America  and  the  nations  so  much  extolled — 
ancient  Greece  and  Italy.  In  the  personages  of  Homer’s  ‘Iliad’  I  find  the 
manners  and  discourse  of  the  Iroquois  and  the  Delawares.”  After  he  had 
visited  the  Maumees  and  talked  with  Little  Turtle,  he  remarked  that  Thucyd¬ 
ides,  in  describing  the  Greeks  at  the  period  of  the  Trojan  war,  very  closely 
pictured  the  mode  of  life  of  the  western  Indians.  The  red  men  were  super¬ 
stitious,  or  religious,  as  one  may  choose  to  call  them.  They  believed  in  two 
supernatural  powers,  the  keechee  manitoo,  or  good  spirit,  and  matchee  mani- 
too,  or  satan,  like  the  ancient  Persians,  though  the  Ahura  Mazda  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  was  the  good  god.  To  the  good  spirit  they  made  prayers  and  offerings 
of  baked  meats,  which,  however,  all  shared  in  eating,  having  no  priests  with 
special  privileges.  The  matchee  manitoo  was  perhaps  more  the  object  of 
concern,  but  he  could  be  driven  away,  and  his  evil  influence  averted,  by  the 
shaking  of  gourd  rattles  or  by  the  smoke  of  tobacco  thrown  upon  a  fire. 
Their  most  common  remedy  for  illness  was  as  far  advanced  as  the  practice 
of  those  people  today  who  have  found  that  cleanliness  is  often  preferable  to 
drugs.  The  Turkish  bath  was  common  in  the  Mississippi  valley  hundreds  of 
years  ago.  The  Indian  Would  take  it  in  a  little  tent  of  hides,  over  some  hot 
stones,  and  if  he  could  stand  a  smudge  of  tobacco  in  addition  to  the  hot  air, 
the  bath  gained  the  merit  of  a  religious  ceremony. 

Such  were  the  ancient  people  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  valleys  in  the 
fifteenth,  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries.  About  the  year  1459  the 
greatest  event  affecting  their  history,  after  the  conquest  of  the  Allegawi-,  oc¬ 
curred,  namely,  the  confederation  of  the  five  Mengwe  tribes  known  to  us  as 
Mohawks,  Oneidas,  Senecas,  Cayugas  and  Onondagas,  under  the  leadership 
of  the  great  chieftain  and  statesman,  Ayoun-wat-ha,  familiar  in  romance  as 
Hiawatha.  This  confederation  was  founded  to  maintain  quiet  among  those 
tribes,  and  was  called  the  Kayanerenhkowa,  or  “great  peace,”  whence  the 
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French,  “Iroquois,”  or  Eroke  people.  This  confederation,  while  it  held  the 
five  tribes  in  firm  alliance,  did  not  forbid  War  with  their  neighbors,  the 
Lenapes,  or  other  tribes  of  the  Mengwe  family. 

A  wonderful  happening  in  1535  was  the  appearance  of  Cartier  and  his 
Frenchmen  in  the  St.  Lawrence  river,  as  high  as  Hochelaga  (Montreal).  It 
was  the  advance  guard  of  the  new  era,  in  which  the  Iroquois  confederation 
should  be  conspicuous  for  more  than  two  centuries  and  then  pass  away,  with 
all  the  Indian  power.  Cartier  reported  that  he  had  found  the  route  to  Cathay, 
for  which  all  explorers  in  America  were  searching.  The  first  permanent  set¬ 
tlement  in  this  region  was  made  by  Champlain  in  1608,  at  Quebec.  There 
for  a  time  he  made  friends  with  a  tribe  which  the  French  called  “good  Iro¬ 
quois,”  or  Hurons.  They  were  a  powerful  people,  of  the  Mengwe  family, 
but  at  war  with  their  cousins,  the  Iroquois  of  the  confederation.  Soon  Cham¬ 
plain  consented,  with  fatal  effect  upon  French  dominion  in  America,  to  join 
in  an  expedition  of  Hurons  and  Adirondacks  against  the  Iroquois,  and  the 
arms  of  the  French  routed  the  red  men  of  the  confederacy  at  Ticonderoga. 
But  two  months  later  Hendrik  Hudson  sailed  up  the  river  which  bears  his 
name,  and  in  a  few  years  a  great  trading  station  was  established  at  the  place 
which  the  Delawares  came  to  know  as  Manahachtanienk  (Manhattan),  and 
the  Iroquois  speedily  made  a  covenant,  or  treaty  of  lasting  peace,  with  the 
Dutch,  and  obtained  the  European  fire-arms,  in  the  use  of  which  they  soon 
became  masters. 

But  even  when  equipped  with  bow  and  arrow  alone  they  made  an  effec¬ 
tual  barrier  to  French  progress  to  the  southwest.  Because  of  the  hostility 
he  provoked,  Champlain  turned  to  the  Ottawa  river  and  visited  Georgian  bay. 
Within  a  quarter  of  a  century  after  the  unfortunate  battle  of  Ticonderoga 
Nicollet  discovered  Lake  Michigan,  and  as  late  as  1648  the  French  knew 
more  of  the  far  western  lake  of  Winnebago  than  they  did  of  Lake  Erie,  or 
even  the  falls  of  Onyagaro  (Niagara),  of  which  they  had  heard  tales  from 
the  Indians.  It  was  not  for  want  of  enterprise  that  the  French  submitted  to 
this  restriction.  In  1615  Champlain  invaded  the  Iroquois  country  and  laid 
siege  in  a  medieval  manner  to  the  walled  capital,  Onondaga,  but  was  repulsed 
and  compelled  to  retreat.  Then  in  1629  the  English  captured  Quebec,  and  for 
a  little  while  Canada  and  the  right  of  exploring  unknown  rivers  and  lakes 
were  granted  to  a  favorite  of  Charles  I.  But  Charles  had  a  claim  against  the 
king  of  France  for  promised  but  unpaid  dower,  and  when  his  father-in-law 
had  settled  this  claim,  the  English  charter  was  annulled.  Meanwhile  the 
Puritans  had  made  their  settlement  among  the  Lenape  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Jamestown  had  been  established  in  Virginia,  both  under  grants  from  the  Eng- 
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lish  monarch,  reaching  to  the  western  seas,  though  no  one  but  the  Spanish 
had  an  adequate  conception  of  the  vast  territory  that  lay  between  the  Atlantic 
and  the  Pacific  oceans. 

The  Christian  religion,  as  taught  by  the  Franciscan  fathers,  was  brought 
to  the  Indians  about  Niagara  in  1626,  but  the  adventurous  priest,  Joseph  de 
la  Roche  Daillon,  barely  escaped  with  his  life.  After  Quebec  was  restored 
to  the  French  in  1632  came  the  Jesuits,  who  had  some  success  in  instructing 
the  Hurons,  but  none  with  the  Iroquois.  Some  Jesuit  fathers  visited  Sault 
Ste.  Marie  in  1642,  and  on  their  return  were  taken  by  the  Iroquois  and  sav- 
agely  tortured.  Father  Joques,  the  only  survivor,  was  taken  across  New  York 
state  before  his  release. 

With  the  advent  of  the  French  and  Dutch  the  Indians  found  they  could 
obtain  wampum,  clothing,  guns  and  ammunition,  and  many  trinkets  dear  to 
both  warriors  and  women,  as  well  as  “firewater”  that  might  serve  even  bet¬ 
ter  than  their  ancient  besum  (herb  drink)  in  fortifying  themselves  for  hunt¬ 
ing  or  fighting  excursions,  all  in  exchange  for  beaver  skins  and  other  peltry. 
The  Iroquois  held  a  position  commanding  the  channel  of  trade,  both  with 
the  Dutch  and  the  French.  The  latter  had  humiliated  them  in  war,  while  the 
Dutch  had  sought  their  friendship  and  encouraged  them  to  control  the  trade. 
It  was  natural,  therefore,  that  they  should  seek  to  cut  off  the  French  trade 
and  possess  for  themselves  the  hunting  grounds  of  all  the  adjacent  regions. 
Thus  the  fur  trade  became  a  controlling  motive  in  the  politics  of  the  North¬ 
west,  and  continued  so  until  the  war  of  1812.  Its  first  effect  was  that  the 
Iroquois  launched  upon  a  great  career  of  conquest.  In  1643  they  attacked 
the  Attiwondaronks,  called  by  the  French  the  “neutral  nation,”  living  north 
and  south  of  Niagara,  and  these  were  driven  out,  or  absorbed  in  the  victorious 
tribes.  Within  a  few  years  the  Huron  towns  in  upper  Canada,  though  strong 
enough  to  be  called  palisaded  castles,  were  stormed  and  captured,  the  inhab¬ 
itants  driven  far  to  the  west  and  the  country  made  desolate  and  empty  of 
people.  The  last  great  battle,  according  to  the  Huron  tradition,  as  told  to 
General  Harrison,  was  fought  in  canoes  on  Lake  Erie,  in  which  nearly  all 
the  warriors  of  both  nations  perished.  The  story  of  this  campaign  was  told 
in  Europe  and  divided  attention  with  the  ghastly  details  of  the  massacre  of 
fifty  thousand  English  in  Ireland.  It  would  be  interesting  to  trace  the  career 
of  some  of  the  early  explorers,  but  the  purpose  of  this  chapter  has  already 
been  accomplished,  though  perhaps  misnamed  in  designating  it  all  as  “Iowa 
Antiquities.” 


CHAPTER  II. 


AN  OUTLINE  SKETCH  OF  IOWA  HISTORY. 

We  begin  this  article  with  an  apology  to  the  reader,  for  the  reason  that 
much  apparently  irrelevant  matter  must  be  here  introduced  in  order  to  lead 
up  to  the  beginning  of  Iowa  history. 

It  is  known  to  even  the  casual  reader  of  our  country’s  history,  that  the 
aggressions  of  white  peoples  in  the  East  and  Middle  West  gradually  drove 
the  aborigines  from  their  habitations  in  those  districts,  and  had  a  tendency 
to  centralize  them  farther  to  the  westward. 

For  a  long  series  of  years  the  Indian  nations  were  dominated  either  by 
the  French  or  the  English,  and,  in  remote  instances,  by  the  Spanish.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  colonization  period  comparatively  few  of  them  were  friendly 
to  the  colonists. 

Beginning  with  the  first  shots  fired  by  George  Washington’s  men  in  the 
Pennsylvania  wilderness  in  1754,  there  was,  practically,  a  continuous  war  for 
dominance  in  Europe  and  America  for  a  period  of  sixty  years.  The  contest¬ 
ants  sought  the  overthrow  of  ancient  dynasties,  or  the  establishment  of  repub¬ 
lican  governments.  After  American  independence  was  achieved,  nominally 
at  least,  in  1783,  the  struggle  was  resumed  in  Europe,  with  France  and  Eng¬ 
land  as  the  chief  antagonists.  Then  the  problem  for  America  was  to  restrain 
her  sympathies  for  each  of  these  powers,  keep  out  of  the  fight  and  strengthen 
her  independence.  Washington  managed  to  hold  down  the  French  sympa¬ 
thizers,  and  Jefferson,  though  leaning  toward  France,  adopted  a  policy  of 
coquetry  toward  the  hostile  nations,  using  the  opportunities  of  the  situation 
to  gain  territory  for  the  United  States. 

But  when  the  rival  powers  attacked  the  great  shipping  interests  of  our 
country,  with  arbitrary  edicts  and  confiscations,  Jefferson,  with  all  his  ability, 
was  compelled  to  declare  an  embargo  on  ocean  trade  in  retaliation.  This 
ruined  the  commerce  all  along  the  coast.  Jefferson  went  out  of  office,  leaving 
conditions  which  rendered  war  inevitable  and  his  country  crippled  so  as  to 
make  the  war  promise  humiliation.  Madison,  a  man  of  less  ability,  could  not 
cope  with  the  situation.  The  statesmen  of  his  school  rendered  the  country 
more  unprepared  for  War  by  discontinuing  the  United  States  Bank.  Mean- 
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while  a  group  of  young  men,  like  Henry  Clay  and  John  C.  Calhoun,  came  to 
the  front,  demanding  war  for  American  honor,  to  avenge  the  insults  and  out¬ 
rages  committed  by  the  French  and  English  upon  American  shipping  and 
sailors.  It  was  doubtful  which  country  would  be  chosen  as  an  antagonist,  but 
the  leanings  of  the  party  in  power  were  toward  France  as  an  ally.  Further¬ 
more,  the  British  were  not  only  oppressive  at  sea,  but  were  accused  of  again 
encouraging  trouble  among  the  Indians.  When  the  American  frigate  “Pres¬ 
ident”  and  the  British  sloop  “Little  Belt”  turned  their  guns  on  each  other  in 
the  Atlantic,  and  the  Indians  fell  upon  Harrison’s  camp  in  Indiana,  the  coun¬ 
try  could  no  longer  resist  the  cry  for  war  with  England. 

During  many  months  preceding  the  declaration  of  war,  the  Indians  of 
the  West,  under  the  leadership  of  the  renowned  chief,  Tecumseh,  and  his 
brother,  Ellskwatiwaw,  the  “Prophet,”  were  organizing  a  confederation  of 
all  the  tribes  for  one  last  effort  to  annihilate  their  white  enemies.  This 
Shawanee  prophet  enlisted  many  followers  by  his  assumption  that  he  pos¬ 
sessed  supernatural  powers,  representing  himself  to  be  the  great  “Manitou,” 
or  “second  Adam,”  proclaiming  himself  the  father  of  the  English,  the  French, 
the  Spaniards  and  the  Indians,  but  asserting  that  Americans  were  children 
of  the  Evil  Spirit.  His  voluble  harangue  had  the  desired  effect  among  the 
Indians  and  an  army  of  considerable  strength  was  organized,  among  them 
the  noted  Black  Hawk  and  his  followers,  as  well  as  braves  from  most  of  the 
Iowa  tribes  of  Indians. 

The  great  Miami  confederation,  representing  many  tribes  of  the  Algon¬ 
quin,  or  primitive  family,  appear  to  have  been  the  principal  occupants  of 
northwestern  Indiana.  The  particular  branch  of  the  Miamis  best  known  in 
that  region  were  the  Weas,  or  Ouitenons,  though  the  Pottawattamies  were 
next  in  strength  and  importance  to  the  Miamis.  This  tribe,  arid  the  Kick- 
apoos,  occupied  the  west  bank  of  the  Wabash  river  at  a  place  later  known 
as  “Prophet’s  Town.”  There  were  also  various  tribes  of  the  Piankeshaws 
and  Shawanees.  In  addition  to  these,  there  were  representatives  of  numerous 
western  tribes  from  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota  and  Iowa.  Prominent 
among  these  were  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  together  with  the  noted  chief  among 
the  former,  Black  Hawk.  He  had  gained  some  notoriety  among  his  people 
as  a  warrior  against  the  Osages  and  other  neighboring  tribes,  and  was  a  val¬ 
ued  ally  of  the  British  during-  the  war  of  1812,  which  soon  followed  the  de¬ 
cisive  battle  of  Tippecanoe.  His  pretext  for  bringing'  on  the  war  which  ended 
in  his  entire  defeat  and  overthrow,  in  1832,  was  the  treaty  of  St.  Louis,  made 
in  1804,  wherein  certain  chiefs  of  his  tribe  had  ceded  to  the  United  States 
their  lands  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi.  But  he  was  the  victim  of  a 
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narrow  prejudice  and  ill-will  towards  the  Americans,  which  seems  to  have 
been  engendered  before  he  had  any  knowledge  of  them  or  their  character, 
and  this  ill-advised  and  hasty  judgment  seems  to  have  been  the  ruling  passion 
of  his  life. 

The  home  of  Black  Hawk  and  his  followers  was  near  the  present  site  of 
Rock  Island,  Illinois,  at  the  time  the  Indians  were  called  together  by  the 
Prophet  for  their  final  effort  at  Tippecanoe.  The  territory  across  the  river 
was  then  in  full  possession  of  the  Indians,  but  the  expedition  of  Lieut.  Zebu- 
Ion  M.  Pike,  a  United  States  officer,  led  to  the  building  of  Fort  Edwards,  at 
the  present  site  of  Warsaw,  Illinois,  and  Fort  Madison,  on  the  Iowa  side, 
and  now  the  location  of  the  city  bearing  that  name.  This  latter  was  consid¬ 
ered  by  Black  Hawk  and  his  people  to  be  a  special  violation  of  the  terms  of 
the  treaty  signed  in  1804.  While  five  chiefs  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes  had 
signed  a  treaty  with  the  United  States,  transferring  all  their  interests  in  a 
strip  of  territory  east  of  the  Mississippi  and  north  of  the  Jefferon  in  Mis¬ 
souri,  embracing  an  area  of  over  fifty-one  millions  of  acres,  for  a  consider¬ 
ation  of  two  thousand,  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars  in  goods  then 
delivered,  and  a  yearly  annuity  of  one  thousand  dollars  in  goods,  Black  Hawk 
was  greatly  displeased  and  claimed  that  the  chiefs  acted  without  authority. 
It  is  claimed  by  good  American  authority  that  the  building  of  Fort  Madison 
zvcis  a  violation  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  1804,  article  six,  of  that  document, 
stating:  “That  if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  white  per¬ 
sons  should  form  a  settlement  upon  their  lands,  such  intruders  should  forth¬ 
with  be  removed.”  Probably  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  did  not 
regard  the  establishment  of  military  posts  as  coming*,  strictly,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  word  “settlement,”  as  used  in  the  treaty.  At  all  events,  they 
erected  Fort  Madison  within  the  territory  reserved  to  the  Indians,  and  this 
led  to  continuous  trouble  for  many  years. 

Keokuk  was  another  noted  chief,  but  entirely  different  from  Black  Hawk 
in  his  attitude  towards  the  Americans.  He  Was  disposed  to  sanction  the 
treaty  of  1804  and  to  cultivate  the  friendship  and  good  will  of  the  Americans. 
Like  Black  Hawk,  he  was  descended  from  the  Sac  branch  of  the  nation,  and 
was  born  on  Rock  River  in  1780'.  Keokuk’s  friendship  divided  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes  into  the  “war  party”  and  the  “peace  party,”  as  they  were  known.  He 
counseled  peace  on  the  grounds  that  it  was  useless  to  fight.  His  good  sense 
and  cool  judgment  enabled  him  to  discern  the  future  and  to  recognize  the 
strength  of  the  Americans  before  compelled  to  witness  it  on  the  battle-field. 
A  portion  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  remained  neutral,  and  were  under  command 
of  Keokuk,  while  the  belligerents,  under  Black  Hawk,  joined  the  British. 
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Most  of  the  Indian  tribes  concerned  in  the  great  battle  of  Tippecanoe 
have  already  been  mentioned ;  but  there  were  warriors  from  the  Illinois,  the 
Sioux,  the  Winnebagoes,  the  Osages,  all  from  the  region  west  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  river. 

DECISIVE  BATTLES. 

The  battle  of  Tippecanoe  was  the  culmination  of  the  labors  of  Tecumseh 
and  the  Prophet,  in  inciting  the  Indians  to  a  united  warfare  against  the  Amer¬ 
icans.  Much  strategy  was  shown  in  effecting  the  organization  and  in  the 
secrecy  with  which  the  work  was  done,  and  good  generalship  was  shown  in 
the  conduct  of  the  battle.  This  occurred  on  the  7th  of  November,  1811,  with 
Gen.  William  H.  Harrison  as  commander  of  the  American  forces.  It  resulted 
in  the  complete  overthrow  of  the  allied  Indian  forces  and  the  opening  of  the 
gateway  to  the  then  little  known  Northwest.  Up  to  this  time,  the  hostile  In¬ 
dians  in  northwestern  Indiana  and  in  Wisconsin,  Illinois  and  Iowa  had  ef¬ 
fectually  blocked  the  Way  of  even  the  most  aggressive  frontiersmen.  The  effect 
of  this  victory  over  the  Indians  was  more  far-reaching  in  character,  and  gave 
greater  impetus  to  the  settlement  of  the  country,  than  any  of  the  many  In¬ 
dian  battles  which  had  preceded  it.  The  battle  was  brought  on  prematurely, 
during  the  absence  of  Tecumseh  in  the  South,  otherwise  the  result  of  the  con¬ 
test  might  have  been  different.  To  emphasize  the  importance  which  the  United 
States  government  and  the  state  of  Indiana  attach  to  this  final  contest  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  it  may  be  said,  incidentally,  that  the  battle-field  has  been 
dedicated  to  the  use  of  a  public  park,  ornamented  with  imposing  structures 
and  consecrated  by  the  erection  of  tombstones  over  the  graves  of  the  fallen. 
As  a  final  effort  to  establish  its  national  importance,  they  caused  to  be  erected, 
at  equal  expense  to  each,  an  imposing  monument  to  Gen.  William  Henry  Har¬ 
rison  and  inscribed  it  with  the  names  of  all  who  fell  on  that  field.  Twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  this  purpose,  the  state  and  nation  con¬ 
tributing  equal  amounts  of  this  sum.  The  monument  was  dedicated  in  1907, 
ninety-six  years  after  the  date  of  the  event  which  it  commemorates.  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  government  and  state  of  Indiana  were  present 
on  that  occasion ;  likewise  many  descendants  of  the  men  who  fell  there,  the 
majority  of  whom  were  from  the  states  of  Indiana  and  Kentucky.  Among 
the  former  was  a  great-grandson  of  General  Harrison. 

The  decisive  battle  of  the  Thames,  on  the  6th  of  October,  1813,  effect¬ 
ually  closed  hostilities  in  the  Northwest,  although  peace  was  not  fully  re¬ 
stored  until  July  22,  1814.  On  that  date  a  treaty  was  signed  at  Greenville, 
between  General  Harrison,  as  representative  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
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various  Indian  tribes  who  could  be  diverted  from  their  allegiance  to  the  Brit¬ 
ish.  The  treaty  of  Ghent,  on  the  24th  of  December,  following,  brought  peace 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  this  was  followed  the  next 
year  by  various  treaties  with  Indian  tribes  throughout  the  West  and  North¬ 
west,  and  comparative  quiet  was  again  restored. 

But  we  should  not  overlook  the  atrocious  massacre  at  Fort  Dearborn,  as 
occurring  about  midway  between  the  dates  of  the  two  principal  battles  on  the 
western  borders  of  civilization  by  about  five  hundred  warriors  of  the  Potta- 
.wattamies  and  Winnebagoes,  acting  under  direction  of  the  British  General 
Proctor.  The  garrison,  comprising  fifty-four  soldiers,  twelve  civilians  and  a 
number  of  women  and  children,  were  attacked  by  five  hundred  bloodthirsty 
warriors,  who  were  enthused  by  the  British  promise  of  a  bounty  for  every 
American  scalp  which  they  would  bring  to  headquarters  at  Malden.  It  is 
stated  on  good  authority  that  this  bounty  was  paid.  Twenty-eight  of  the  little 
party  were  taken  prisoners,  all  the  others,  including  the  wounded,  having  been 
slaughtered.  Captain  Heald  was  the  commander  of  the  garrison,  while  the 
Indians  were  led  by  Blackbird,  a  Pottawattamie  chief.  This  massacre  oc¬ 
curred  on  the  1 6th  of  August,  1812. 

BLACK  HAWK. 

To  render  our  narrative  consecutive,  in  its  treatment  of  near-by  Indian 
history,  we  must  again  refer  to  Black  Hawk.  It  will  be  remembered  that  this 
chieftain  refused  to  recognize  the  treaty  of  St.  Louis  in  1804,  and  did  not 
recognize  its  validity  until  1815,  when  the  Indian  tribes  west  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  were  first  informed  that  peace  had  been  declared  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  From  the  time  Black  Hawk  signed  the  treaty  in 
1816  until  the  beginning  of  the  Black  Hawk  war  in  1832,  he  and  his  followers 
passed  their  time  in  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  Indian  life.  Ten  years  before 
the  commencement  of  this  war,  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  were  urged  to  unite 
with  the  Iowas  and  occupy  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi.  All  consented 
to  do  this  except  the  remnant  of  the  “British  Band,”  of  which  Black  Hawk 
was  the  leader.  He  vigorously  protested  against  the  removal,  and  this,  and 
various  actions  on  the  part  of  the  white  settlers,  provoked  Black  Hawk  and 
his  band,  until  they  attempted  to  recapture  his  native  village,  then  in  pos¬ 
session  of  the  whites.  The  war  .followed.  Black  Hawk  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  misunderstood,  and  had  his  wishes  been  considered  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  struggle  much  bloodshed  would  have  been  prevented  and 
equally  as  favorable  results  attained.  But  th-e  beauty  and  fertility  of  the  In- 
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dian  lands  incited  lawless  aggressions  upon  the  part  of  the  whites.  Returning 
to  his  native  village  on  Rock  River,  to  find  his  wigwams  occupied  by  white 
families/and  his  women  and  children  homeless  and  shelterless  on  the  banks 
of  the  river,  was  sufficient  provocation  to  incite  them  to  war,  especially  as  it 
was  understood  that  the  Indians  were  occupying  those  lands  with  the  consent 
of  the  United  States  government.  It  may  be  well  to  remark  here  that  it  was 
expressly  stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  1804,  to  which  the  Indians  attributed  all 
their  troubles,  that  the  Indians  should  not  be  obliged  to  leave  their  lands  until 
they  were  sold  by  the  United  States,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  they  occupied 
any  lands  other  than  those  owned  by  the  government.  If  this  was  true,  the 
Indians  had  good  cause  for  indignation  and  complaint.  But  the  whites,  driven 
out  in  turn  by  the  returning  Indians,  became  so  clamorous  against  what  they 
termed  encroachments  of  the  natives,  that  Governor  Reynolds,  of  Illinois, 
ordered  General  Gaines  to  Rock  Island  with  a  military  force  to  drive  the  In¬ 
dians  from  their  homes  to  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi. 

It  is  generally  believed  by  old  settlers  in  that  locality,  and  is  so  recorded 
by  some  historians,  that  the  Indian  traders  incited  Black  Hawk  to  a  violation 
of  the  terms  of  the  treaty  because  the  Indians  were  indebted  to  them,  and 
the  traders  took  this  method  of  getting  their  pay.  It  is  well  known  that  an 
Indian  debt  outlawed  within  one  year,  and  Black  Hawk’s  people  had  been 
unfortunate  in  hunting;  hence  they  had  incurred  heavy  debts  with  their  fa¬ 
vorite  trader  at  Fort  Armstrong  (Rock  Island).  The  wily  trader  knew  that 
by  encouraging  the  Indians  to  assume  a  hostile  attitude  and  recross  the  river 
in  violation  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  another  treaty  would  soon  follow  and 
he  would  be  enabled  to  get  the  money  due  him. 

After  much  parleying  upon  both  sides  of  the  controversy,  and  at  least 
two  efforts  upon  the  part  of  Black  Hawk  to  bring  about  peace  relations,  the 
Black  Hawk  war  was  precipitated,  and  eventually  the  Indians  were  driven 
into  Wisconsin  and  practically  annihilated.  Black  Hawk  was  captured  by 
three  Winnebago  Indians  and  taken  as  a  prisoner  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  thence 
to  Jefferson  Barracks  and  finally  to  Fortress  Monroe.  He  was  liberated  on 
the  4th  of  June,  1833,  and,  by  order  of  the  President,  returned  to  his  people 
in  Iowa.  His  death  occurred  at  the  Des  Moines  reservation,  October  3,  1838. 

THE  BLACK  HAWK  PURCHASE. 

At  the  close  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  in  1832,  a  treaty  was  made  at  a 
council  held  on  the  present  site  of  Davenport,  on  the  21st  of  September,  1832. 
Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was  there  as  the  representative  of  the  United  States  and 
Governor  Reynolds  appeared  for  the  state  of  Illinois.  Keokuk  and  some 
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thirty  other  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  nation  appeared  for  their 
people.  By  the  terms  of  this  treaty,  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  ceded  to  the  United 
States  a  strip  of  territory  on  the  eastern  border  of  Iowa,  fifty  miles  wide,  from 
the  northern  boundary  of  Missouri  to  the  mouth  of  the  Upper  Iowa  river,  and 
containing  about  six  million  acres.  The  eastern  line  of  the  purchase  was 
parallel  with  the  Mississippi.  The  government  stipulated  to  pay  annually  to 
the  confederated  tribes,  for  thirty  consecutive  years,  the  sum  of  twenty  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  in  specie,  and  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Indians  at  Rock  Island, 
these  having  been  accumulating  for  seventeen  years,  and  then  amounted  to 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  due  to  Davenport  &  Farnham,  Indian  traders.  But 
the  government  generously  remembered  the  women  and  children  of  the  braves 
who  had  fallen  in  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and  distributed  among  them  thirty- 
five  beef  cattle,  twelve  bushels  of  salt,  thirty  barrels  of  pork,  fifty  barrels  of 
flour  and  six  thousand  bushels  of  corn. 

This  territory  is  known  as  the  “Black  Hawk  Purchase,’''  and  though  it 
was  not  the  first  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  Sacs  and  Foxes, 
it  was  the  first  opened  to  actual  settlement.  As  soon  as  the  Indian  title  was  ex¬ 
tinguished,  a  resistless  tide  of  emigration  flowed  across  the  Mississippi  to  oc¬ 
cupy  “the  Beautiful  Land.” 

By  the  terms  of  the  Black  Hawk  purchase,  there  was  reserved  for  the 
Sac  and  Fox  Indians  four  hundred  square  miles  of  land,  situated  on  the  Iowa 
river  and  including  within  its  limits  Keokuk’s  village,  on  the  right  bank  of 
that  river.  This  tract  was  known  as  “Keokuk’s  Reserve,”  and  was  occupied 
by  the  Indians  until  September,  1836,  when  by  the  terms  of  a  treaty  between 
them  and  Governor  Dodge,  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  it  was  ceded  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States.  Besides  the  Keokuk  Reserve,  the  government  rewarded  Antoine 
Le  Claire,  interpreter,  with  two  sections  of  land,  one  opposite  Rock  Island 
and  the  other  at  the  head  of  the  first  rapids  above  the  island  on  the  Iowa 
side.  This  was  the  first  land  title  granted  by  the  United  States  to  an  individual 
in  Iowa. 

Soon  after  the  removal  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  to  their  new  reservation 
on  the  Des  Moines  river,  Gen.  Joseph  M.  Street  was  transferred  from  the 
agency  of  the  Winnebagoes  at  Prairie  du  Chien  and  established  an  agency 
among  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  at  a  place  now  known  as  Agency  City.  There  it  was 
sought  to  “civilize”  the  Indians  by  teaching  them  the  customs  of  the  white  man. 
A  farm  was  opened  up  at  government  expense,  buildings  erected  and  the  farm¬ 
ing  implements  of  that  day  provided.  A  salaried  agent  Was  employed  to  su¬ 
perintend  the  farm  and  dispose  of  the  products.  Two  mills  were  erected, 
one  of  which  was  soon  swept  away  by  a  freshet,  but  the  other  was  maintained 
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and  did  good  service  for  many  years.  Three  of  the  Indian  chiefs,  Keokuk, 
Wapello  and  Appanoose,  had  each  a  large  field  improved,  the  latter  on  the 
present  site  of  the  city  of  Ottumwa.  But  the  Indians  became  idle  and  listless 
in  their  new  avocations,  and  many  of  them  resorted  to  dissipation  to  supply 
the  excitements  of  former  days.  A  similar  effort  was  made  on  the  borders 
of  our  own  county,  and  with  like  results,  as  will  appear  in  another  part  of 
this  work. 

There  were  some  fifteen  treaties  made  with  the  different  tribes  of  In¬ 
dians  occupying  Iowa  soil,  in  whole  or  in  part,  before  the  Indian  titles  or 
claims  were  fully  extinguished.  Besides  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  whose  history 
has  been  given  more  fully  than  any  others,  there  were  many  of  the  aborigines 
with  whom  the  government,  and,  later,  the  pioneer  settlers,  had  to  deal.  The 
Sioux  were  the  hereditary  enemies  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  as  were  also  the 
Osages.  Constant  warfare  was  maintained  between  these  tribes  for  many 
generations.  The  general  government  established  a  “neutral  strip”  twenty 
miles  north  of  the  recognized  boundary  line  between  these  nations  and  twenty 
miles  south  of  it,  thus  separating  them  by  forty  miles  of  neutral  territory 
upon  which  they  were  permitted  to  hunt,  but  should  not  occupy  for  warlike 
purposes.  But  neither  of  the  parties  was  very  zealous  in  observing  this  imag¬ 
inary  line.  This  neutral  ground  extended  from  the  mouth  of  the  Upper 
Iowa  river,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  ascending  the  Upper  Iowa 
to  its  west  fork ;  thence  up  that  fork  to  its  source ;  thence  crossing  the  fork 
of  Red  Cedar  river  in  a  direct  line  to  the  second  or  upper  fork  of  the  Des 
Moines  river;  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  lower  fork  of  the  Calumet  river, 
and  down  that  river  to  its  junction  with  the  Missouri  river.  Included  in  this 
provision  were  also  the  Chippewas,  Menomonees,  Winnebagoes  and  a  portion 
of  the  Ottawas  and  Pottawattamies.  This  “neutral  strip”  subsequently  be¬ 
came  a  Winnebago  reservation,  and  part  of  the  Winnebagoes  were  removed 
to  it  in  1841.  By  the  terms  of  a  treaty  agreed  to  on  July  15,  1830,  this  terri¬ 
tory  was  ceded  back  to  the  government  and  was  thus  acquired  as  a  reservation 
for  the  Winnebagoes.  On  the  same  date  and  at  the  same  time,  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes,  Western  Sioux,  Omahas,  Iowas  and  Missouris  ceded  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  a  large  tract  of  land,  including  the  western  slope  of  Iowa,  and  for  which 
the  various  Indian  tribes  interested  were  to  receive  liberal  annuities  for  ten 
consecutive  years,  as  follows:  To  the  Sacs,  three  thousand  dollars;  to  the 
Foxes,  three  thousand  dollars;  to  the  Sioux,  two  thousand  dollars;  to  the 
Yankton  and  Santie  bands  of  Sioux,  three  thousand  dollars;  to  the  Omahas, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  to  the  Ottawas  and  Missouris,  two  thou¬ 
sand  five  hundred  dollars.  In  addition  to  these  annuities,  the  government 
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agreed  to  furnish  some  of  the  tribes  with  mechanics  and  agricultural  imple¬ 
ments,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  dollars,  and  to  set  apart  three  thousand 
dollars  annually,  for  the  education  of  children  of  these  tribes.  This  was  the 
second  effort  of  the  government  towards  educating  and  Christianizing  the 
Indians. 

Fort  Atkinson  was  erected  by  the  United  States  authorities  in  1840-1, 
and  soon  afterwards  a  large  farm  was  opened  in  the  interest  of  a  portion 
of  the  Winnebago  nation  who  had  not  been  sent  to  the  reservation  farther 
south.  Fort  Atkinson  and  its  environments  had  been  established  as  a  means 
of  protection  from  the  aggressions  of  rival  tribes,  as  'well  as  for  the  purposes 
previously  mentioned.  But  like  their  brethren  on  the  Des  Moines  reservation, 
they  did  not  take  kindly  to  the  new  life,  and  after  the  expenditure  of  much 
money  and  labor  in  their  behalf,  the  fort  and  mission  were  both  abandoned 
in  1848  and  the  Indians  removed. 

The  last  treaty  made  with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  was  ratified  on  the  28th 
of  March,  1843,  at  Agency  City,  by  John  Chambers,  commissioner  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States.  By  the  terms  of  this  treaty  these  tribes  relinquished  all 
claims  to  their  lands  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  provided  for  their  removal 
to  Kansas  within  three  years,  and  all  who  remained  after  the  time  limit  were 
to  move  at  their  own  expense.  Part  of  them  removed  in  the  fall  of  1845,  and 
the  remainder  in  the  spring  following. 

Provision  was  also  made  by  the  government  for  a  class  of  men  who  had 
intermarried  ’with  the  Indians  and  whose  interests  seemed  to  be  identical 
with  theirs.  The  Sacs  and  Foxes,  having  by  the  terms  of  a  treaty  ratified  on 
the  4th  of  August,  1824,  relinquished  their  title  to  all  their  claims  in  Mis¬ 
souri,  received  as  part  recompense  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the  southeast  corner 
of  Iowa,  which  was  known  as  the  “Half  Breed  Tract.”  This  reservation 
was  designed  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  half-breeds  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes, 
and  was  held  by  them  on  the  same  terms  as  the  Indians.  This  territory  sub¬ 
sequently  became  the  source  of  much  litigation  and  controversy,  due  to  the 
efforts  of  the  white  settlers  to  possess  it,  without,  in  all  cases,  rendering  proper 
equivalent.  It  contained  one  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand  acres  in  what  is 
now  Lee  county. 

The  “neutral  ground,”  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  was  ceded  to 
the  Winnebagoes  under  provisions  of  a  treaty  made  in  1832,  in  exchange  for 
“all  their  land  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi.”  It  was  also  stipulated  at  the 
same  time  that  they  (the  Winnebagoes)  should  receive  an  annuity  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  annually  for  twenty-seven  years,  and  that  the  government 
should  provide  them  with  twelve  yoke  of  oxen  and  the  necessary  farming  im- 
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plements ;  establish  a  school  among  them,  with  a  farm  and  six  capable  farm¬ 
ers  to  superintend  the  same,  and  that  these  provisions  should  continue,  with 
an  annual  expenditure  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars,  for  a  period  of 
twenty-seven  years. 

It  seems  that  the  government  was  somewhat  tardy  in  complying  with  all 
the  conditions  imposed  in  the  treaty  above  mentioned,  since  Fort  Atkinson, 
and  the  mission,  a  few  miles  south  of  it,  were  not  established  until  1840-1. 
This  reservation  held  a  considerable  portion  of  the  present  counties  of  Winne¬ 
shiek,  Clayton  and  Fayette.  No  white  man  was  allowed  to  settle  on  it,  though 
there  is  good  evidence  that  these  conditions  were  violated,  in  at  least  one  in¬ 
stance. 

LAND  GRANTS. 

The  territory  now  embraced  within  the  state  of  Iowa  while  under  Span¬ 
ish  rule,  as  a  part  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  was  subject  to  various  grants 
by  that  nation,  the  most  important  of  which  were  the  lands  granted  to  Julien 
Dubuque,  near  the  city  bearing  his  name;  nearly  six  thousand  acres  were  in 
like  manner  granted  to  Basil  Girard,  later  in  Clayton  county,  and  known  as 
the  “Girard  Tract.”  This  was  occupied  by  Girard  at  the  time  that  Iowa 
passed  from  Spain  to  France,  and  from  France  to  the  United  States,  and  his 
grant  was  confirmed  by  the  latter  power.  Louis  Honori  received  a  grant  from 
the  Spanish  authorities  in  1799,  to  a  tract  of  land  which  embraced  the  site  of 
the  present  city  of  Montrose,  and  was  designated  as  “one  league  square,”  but 
only  one  mile  square  was  confirmed  by  the  United  States.  Honori’s  mission, 
under  the  Spanish,  was  to  establish  an  Indian  trading  post,  barter  in  peltries, 
and  keep  the  Indians  in  true  allegiance  to  “His  Majesty.” 

The  first  of  these  grants  was  made  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Baron  de 
Carondelet,  then  the  Spanish  governor  of  Louisiana,  while  the  other  two 
were  negotiated  under  the  lieutenant-governor  of  Upper  Louisiana.  It  has 
been  the  policy  of  European  nations  from  time  immemorial  that  possession  per¬ 
fects  title  to  any  territory,  and  this  vast  domain  was  given  away,  bartered  and 
sold  without  the  least  consideration  for  the  rights  of  the  original  owners  and 
occupants.  But  the  United  States,  from  the  days  of  William  Penn,  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  down  through  all  the  various  treaties  with  the  Indians,  adopted  the 
conciliatory  and  humane  policy  of  recognizing  their  rights  and  buying  their 
interests.  The  purchase  of  Louisiana  Territory,  in  1803,  was  no  exception 
to  this  rule,  and  the  transaction  simply  meant  the  severance  of  foreign  claims 
upon  the  territory  and  the  payment  of  vast  sums  of  money  to  the  rightful 
owners  of  the  soil.  In  fact,  the  Indians  are  today  the  wards  of  our  country 
and  each  tribe  receives  its  regular  annuity. 
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The  vast  domain  acquired  in  the  “Louisiana  Purchase"  included  the  pres¬ 
ent  state  of  Iowa,  as  well  as  territory  extending,  practically,  from  the  Atlantic 
ocean  to  the  crest  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  from  the  gulf  of  Mexico  to 
the  headwaters  of  the  Mississippi  river.  This  territory  was  a  bone  of  con¬ 
tention  between  the  three  rival  nations  at  that  time  contending  for  supremacy 
in  the  United  States.  The  allied  powers  of  Spain  and  France  were  at  war 
with  Great  Britain,  the  war  between  these  nations  being  declared  in  1796. 
The  United  States  had  demanded  from  Spain  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  river,  but  with  only  partial  success  up  to  this  time.  But  now  the 
Spanish  sought  to  place  the  neutral  territory  of  a  friendly  power  in  the  way 
of  a  threatened  British  invasion  of  Upper  Louisiana,  and  the  treaty  of  Madrid 
promptly  granted  the  request. 

The  territory  acquired  from  France  by  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  em¬ 
braced  one  million  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  thousand,  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-one  square  miles,  and  cost  the  government  of  the  United  States  about 
fifteen  million  dollars.  This  cession  greatly  exasperated  Spain,  her  Florida 
possessions  being  threatened  thereby.  Napoleon  at  that  time  was  fast  over¬ 
running  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  England,  with  unwonted  severity,  was 
exercising  her  always-disputed  rights  of  search  and  impressment.  Napoleon, 
in  retaliation,  issued  numerous  decrees,  first  from  Berlin,  then  from  Milan, 
and  another  from  Rambouillet,  and  between  the  two,  American  commerce, 
for  the  time,  was  destroyed.  There  was  not  a  shadow  of  justification  in  the 
laws  of  nations  for  the  action  of  France  in  this  respect,  since  the  United 
States  was  then  a  neutral  power.  But  While  France  and  England  were  equally 
wrong  regarding  their  attitude  toward  the  United  States,  the  superior  naval 
power  of  England  rendered  her  the  more  formidable  as  an  adversary.  It  was 
this  view,  we  must  assume,  which  influenced  Jefferson  and  his  successor  to 
overlook  the  wrongs  done  by  France  and  to  seek  to  direct  public  sentiment 
toward  England  as  the  real  enemy  of  the  United  States.  However,  it  was 
thought  at  times  that  a  “three-cornered  war"  was  imminent. 

This  is  barely  a  hint  as  to  the  many  causes  which  induced  the  United 
States  to  declare  the  second  war  against  Great  Britain.  The  purchase  of 
Louisiana  Territory,  brought  about  through  secret  conferences  between  Spain 
and  France,  the  very  extensive  area  involved  in  the  purchase,  and  the  strong 
probability  that  the  United  States  would  hold  and  utilize  it,  caused  intense 
jealousy  among  the  rival  powers.  At  the  time  of  this  purchase  the  United 
States  was  at  war  with  Tripoli,  a  contest  for  the  privilege  of  navigatin  g*  the 
Mediterranean,  which  continued  from  1801  to  1805;  the  Seminole  war  had 
been  in  progress  on  the  settlers  of  Florida  and  elsewhere  in  the  extreme  South 
for  many  years,  and  culminated  with  their  joining  the  British  in  the  war  of 
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1812,  and  their  final  overthrow  by  General  Jackson;  the  North  and  East  was 
in  constant  turmoil  with  the  Indians  in  those  localities,  and  now  the  struggling 
colonies  were  threatened  with  destruction  by  the  united  efforts  of  all  her 
enemies.  It  was  unquestionably  a  most  critical  period  in  our  national  history. 

A  long  and  expensive  war  with  the  Seminoles  followed  the  declaration 
of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  continuing  from  1835 
to  1842,  and  costing  ten  million  dollars,  and  one  thousand  five  hundred  lives. 
The  final  subjugation  of  this  powerful  tribe  led  to  the  purchase  of  Florida. 

The  Northwest  Territory,  as  now  understood,  embraces  fourteen  states 
and  two  territories,  reaching  from  the  gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Great  Lakes  and 
from  the  Mississippi  to  the  crest  of  the  Rocky  mountains. 

The  territory  which  now  embraces  the  state  of  Iowa  was  first  visited  by 
Europeans  in  1673,  when  two  French  Jesuit  missionaries,  Marquette  and 
Joliet,  in  passing  down  the  Mississippi,  landed  near  the  mouth  of  the  Des 
Moines  river,  and  are  believed  to  have  been  the  first  white  men  to  set  foot 
on  what  afterwards  became  the  state  of  Iowa.  These  missionaries  were  cor¬ 
dially  received  by  the  warlike  Indians  who  then  occupied  the  country.  The 
new  religion  which  they  announced,  and  the  authority  of  the  king  of  France 
which  they  proclaimed,  raised  no  hostile  remonstrance,  and  they  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  continue  their  sojourn  to  the  South.  But  the  grand  visions  of  the 
future  entertained  by  these  and  other  French  explorers  were  never  realized 
by  that  nation.  By  reason  of  the  discoveries  made  by  Jaques  Marquette  and 
Louis  Joliet,  France  laid  claim  to>  the  territory,  and  soon  afterward  the  king 
named  the  vast  extent  of  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  the  province  of 
Louisiana.  But  prior  to  1762  the  territory  now  included  in  the  state  of  Iowa 
was  claimed  by  Spain,  England  and  France.  A  treaty  was  carried  into  effect 
in  1763  whereby  France  was  conceded  ownership  of  the  disputed  territory 
lying  west  of  the  Mississippi  river;  but  while  these  negotiations  were  pending 
France  secretly  ceded  these  possessions  to  Spain.  That  nation  took  formal 
possession  in  1769,  and  retained  control  until  1800,  when,  under  treaty  ar¬ 
rangements,  it  was  re-ceded  to  France  and  purchased  from  that  nation  by  the 
United  States  in  1803.  Some  controversy  arose  as  to  the  boundaries  of  the 
territory  and  in  1819  the  area  was  reduced  to  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five 
thousand  and  twenty-five  square  miles,  and  so  remains  at  present. 

TERRITORIAL  CHANGES. 

Various  territorial  complications  arose  between  the  time  of  the  Louisiana 
purchase  in  1803  and  the  organization  of  Iowa  territory  on  the  12th  of  June, 
1838.  In  1804  Iowa  was  a  part  of  the  district  of  Louisiana  and  under  the 
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territorial  government  of  Indiana  territory.  In  1807  it  became  a  part  of  the 
territory  of  Illinois,  and  five  years  later  it  was  attached  to  Missouri  territory, 
continuing  as  such  until  the  admission  of  Missouri  as  a  state,  in  1821.  From 
the  date  last  written  until  July,  1836,  Iowa  had  but  a  nominal  political  organ¬ 
ization,  but  through  the  efforts  of  Gen.  George  W.  Jones,  then  a  delegate 
in  Congress  from  the  territory  of  Michigan  (which  exercised  jurisdiction 
over  the  territory  of  Iowa),  Wisconsin  territory  was  organized,  and  Iowa 
was  attached  thereto.  In  September,  1834,  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  had 
created  the  counties  of  Des  Moines  and  Dubuque,  and  these  were  later  sub¬ 
divided,  under  the  domination  of  Wisconsin  territory,  into  sixteen  counties, 
Fayette  county  being  organized  from  territory  formerly  embraced  in  Du¬ 
buque  county;  but  this  was,  for  the  most  part,  only  nominal  organization, 
which  was  perfected  some  years  later,  under  authority  of  the  territorial  Leg¬ 
islature  of  Iowa. 

No  permanent  settlements  Were  made  in  Iowa  until  after  the  close  of  the 
Black  Hawk  war,  though  Julien  Dubuque,  a  Frenchman,  held  a  mining  claim 
under  a  grant  from  Spain,  as  early  as  1788. 

For  a  year  or  more  after  the  settlers  began  to  flock  into  the  territory 
of  Iowa,  there  was  no  established  government  in  force  and  lawlessness  pre¬ 
vailed  to  a  great  extent.  The  better  class  of  settlers  asked  Congress  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  jurisdiction  of  Michigan  territory  over  the  territory  now  embraced 
in  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  this  was  done  and  courts  were  established  in  the 
counties  then  organized.  At  that  time  the  two  counties  then  existing  em¬ 
braced  the  entire  territory  of  Iowa.  Dubuque  county  embraced  all  the  ter¬ 
ritory  north  of  a  line  drawn  due  “west  from  the  lower  end  of  Rock  Island 
to  the  Missouri  river,  and  was  constituted  the  township  of  Julien;  and 
Demoines  county  included  all  territory  now  in  the  state  south  of  this  line,  and 
constituted  the  township  of  Flint  Hill. 

Probably  none  of  the  western  territory  was  settled  more  rapidly  than 
Iowa,  and  by  1840  there  were  more  than  forty  thousand  people  in  the  terri¬ 
tory.  Ten  years  later  the  population  had  grown  to  nearly  two  hundred  thou¬ 
sand,  the  state  had  been  admitted  to  the  Federal  Union,  and  the  era  of  progress 
had  commenced. 

In  1838  a  controversy  arose  between  Iowa  and  Missouri  over  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  boundaries,  and  for  a  time  civil  war  was  threatened.  Missouri 
claimed  a  strip  of  territory  on  the  southern  boundary  of  Iowa  some  eight  or 
ten  miles  wide,  and  extending  across  the  territory.  Taxes  were  levied  on  this 
territory  and  the  Missouri  officials  attempted  to  collect  them  by  distraining 
the  personal  property  of  the  settlers.  Governor  Lucas  called  out  the  militia 
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of  Iowa  and  both  parties  made  active  preparations  for  war.  The  trouble 
was  finally  submitted  to  the  supreme  court,  through  the  intervention  of  Con¬ 
gress,  and  a  decision  was  rendered  in  favor  of  the  claims  of  Iowa. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION. 

By  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  4,  1836,  Wisconsin  ter¬ 
ritory,  embracing  within  its  limits  the  present  states  of  Iowa,  Minnesota  and 
Wisconsin,  was  taken  from  that  of  Michigan  and  given  a  separate  form  of 
government.  By  the  same  authority,  and  approved  on  the  12th  of  June, 
1838,  Iowa  territory  was  created,  including,  in  addition  to  the  present  state, 
the  greater  part  of  what  is  now  Minnesota  and  extending  north  to  the  British 
line.  Iowa  was  then  designated  as  “that  part  of  Wisconsin  territory  lying 
west  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  north  of  the  state  of  Missouri.”  In  1840, 
and  again  in  1842,  elections  were  held  in  Iowa  territory  to  vote  on  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  holding  a  constitutional  convention,  but  in  each  case  the  proposition 
was  defeated.  In  1844  the  question  was  again  submitted  and  carried.  A 
delegate  convention  was  held  at  Iowa  City,  October  7,  1844,  and  a  constitu¬ 
tion  and  boundary  lines  of  the  new  state  of  Iowa  were  agreed  upon.  A  con¬ 
troversy  arose  over  the  question  of  boundaries,  Congress  assuming  to  make 
some  radical  changes,  and  when  again  submitted  to  the  people,  in  April, 

1845,  the  proposition  was  rejected. 

Another  constitutional  convention  was  held  at  Iowa  City,  May  4,  1846, 
and  a  constitution  and  state  boundaries  were  agreed  to,  the  boundaries  of 
the  state  established  as  at  present,  this  action  being  in  harmony  with  a  state¬ 
hood  bill  then  pending  before  Congress.  The  constitution  was  adopted  by 
the  people  at  an  election  held  August  3,  1846,  and  on  the  28th  of  December, 

1846,  Iowa  was  formally  admitted  into  the  Union  as  the  twenty-ninth  state. 

The  question  of  amending  or  revising  the  constitution  was  agitated  in 

1854,  and  the  fifth  General  Assembly  passed  an  act,  approved  January  24, 

1855,  providing  for  the  holding  of  a  convention  to  revise  or  amend  the  state 
constitution.  This  action  upon  the  part  of  the  Legislature  was  authorized  by 
the  vote  of  the  people  at  the  general  election  held  in  August,  1856.  The 
delegates  met  at  Iowa  City  in  January,  1857,  and  formulated  the  present 
constitution  of  the  state,  it  being  approved  by  the  electors  at  an  election  held 
August  3,  1857.  It  became  operative  on  proclamation  of  the  governor,  dated 
September  3,  1857.  By  the  provisions  of  the  new  constitution  the  capital 
of  the  state  was  located  at  Des  Moines,  and  the  State  University  was  located 
at  Iowa  City. 
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LOCATING  THE  CAPITAL. 

It  may  be  here  remarked  that  the  capital  question  had  been  previously 
undecided,  the  territorial  capitol  being  located  in  a  two-story  frame  house 
at  Burlington,  which  was  also  the  capital  of  Wisconsin  territory  previous  to 
the  organization  of  Iowa,  territory.  This  building  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  future  meetings  of  the  territorial  Legislature  were  held  in  “Old  Zion” 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  President  Van  Buren  appointed  ex-Governor 
Robert  Lucas,  of  Ohio,  as  territorial  governor  of  Iowa,  and  in  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  affairs  of  his  office  some  dissensions  arose  between  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  and  the  Legislature,  which  was  soon  elected  and  convened  upon  the 
Governor's  call.  But  the  unqualified  or  arbitrary  veto  power  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  bone  of  contention.  Then  the  members  of  the  first  Territorial  Legis¬ 
lature,  convened  at  Burlington  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1838,  was  over¬ 
whelmed  With  work,  and  each  member  had  views  of  his  own  regarding  the 
future  needs  of  Iowa,  not  the  least  of  which  was  the  location  of  the  capital. 
Several  locations  were  chosen  by  various  “commissions”  appointed  at  differ¬ 
ent  times,  the  first  change  being  to  Jasper  county,  where  five  sections  of  land 
were  donated  for  the  purpose  by  the  federal  government.  At  this  time  the 
Legislature  was  occupying  the  unfinished  capitol  building  at  Iowa  City.  But 
a  more  central  location  had  been  decided  upon,  and  the  state  buildings  at 
Iowa  City  had  been  donated  to  the  State  University.  But  Monroe  City,  in 
Jasper  county,  ceased  to  be  the  capital  of  the  state,  even  without  removal 
to  that  place,  and  numerous  bills  were  introduced  in  the  House  and  Senate 
looking  to  the  removal,  first  to  Pella,  but  afterward  to  Fort  Des  Moines, 
the  latter  place  being  decided  upon  after  two  adverse  decisions  by  as  many 
sessions  of  the  Legislature.  The  Governor  approved  the  relocation  on  the 
19th  of  October,  1857,  and  by  proclamation  Governor  Grimes  declared  the 
city  of  Des  Moines  the  capital  of  Iowa.  Thus  Iowa  City,  after  witnessing 
four  territorial  Legislatures,  and  six  meetings  of  the  state  Legislature,  be¬ 
sides  three  constitutional  conventions,  ceased  to  be  the  seat  of  government. 

When  Iowa  was  admitted  into  the  union  of  states  there  were  but  twenty- 
seven  organized  counties  in  the  state,  and  about  one  hundred  thousand  in¬ 
habitants.  These  were  mostly  located  along  the  eastern  borders,  the  settlers 
coming  from  Illinois  and  other  Middle  states.  Following  the  year  1833  the 
settlers  poured  in  by  the  thousands,  and  by  1835  the  whole  western  margin 
of  the  Mississippi,  from  Missouri  almost  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
state,  was  comparatively  thickly  settled.  But  from  the  date  last  written  the 
tide  of  settlement  crept  westward  and  northward  along  the  Des  Moines, 
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Iowa,  Cedar  and  other  rivers.  The  western,  or  “prairie”  portion  of  the  state 
was  not  generally  settled  until  after  the  Civil  war,  many  returned  soldiers 
finding  homes  in  “Peerless  Iowa.” 

On  the  nth  of  January,  1858,  the  seventh  General  Assembly  convened 
at  Des  Moines,  now  made  the  permanent  seat  of  government. 

EDUCATIONAL  PROVISIONS. 

Upon  her  admission  to  the  Union,  Iowa  received  a  grant  of  five  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  land,  in  accordance  with  an  act  of  Congress,  approved 
September  4,  1841,  and  under  the  provisions  of  another  act  passed  March  3, 
1845,  the  sixteenth  section  of  each  unorganized  congressional  township  was 
set  apart  for  school  purposes.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  early  provision  was 
made  for  education,  a  liberal  policy  which  has  been  followed  throughout  the 
entire  history  of  the  state,  this  donation  to  that  purpose  furnishing  the 
nucleus  to  a  permanent  school  fund  exceeding  four  million  dollars.  The 
state  constitution  provides  that  the  money  derived  from  the  sale  of  school 
lands  shall  remain  a  perpetual  fund  for  the  support  of  schools  throughout 
the  state.  In  addition  to  the  donation  of  the  “sixteenth  section”  for  school 
purposes,  the  act  of  March  3,  1845,  appropriated  forty-six  thousand  and 
eighty  acres  of  land  to  aid  in  establishing  the  State  University.  The  “Five 
Per  Centum  Fund”  is  also  another  source  of  revenue  to  the  school  fund  of 
the  state.  By  an  act  of  Congress,  five  per  cent  of  all  moneys  derived  from 
the  sale  of  public  lands  was  set  apart  for  school  purposes.  The  interest 
upon  these  funds  is  distributed  to  the  different  counties  and  forms  a  part  of 
what  is  called  the  “semi-annual  apportionment.”  The  principal  of  this  fund 
can  never  be  diminished  or  appropriated  to  any  other  use. 

The  pioneers  of  Iowa  were  a  brave,  hardy,  intelligent  and  enterprising- 
people.  The  Western  states,  which  have  grown  into  controlling  importance 
in  the  Union,  have  been  settled  by  many  of  the  best  and  most  enterprising- 
people  of  the  older  states  and  a  large  immigration  of  the  best  blood  of  Euro¬ 
pean  nations,  who,  removing  to  a  field  of  larger  opportunities,  blessed  with 
a  more  fertile  soil  and  congenial  climate,  have  developed  a  spirit  and  energy 
peculiarly  Western.  In  no  country  on  the  globe  have  enterprises  of  all  kinds 
been  pushed  forward  with  greater  rapidity,  nor  has  there  been  greater  inde¬ 
pendence  and  freedom  of  competition.  The  pioneers  who  laid  broad  and 
deep  the  foundations  upon  which  has  been  erected  the  populous  and  prosperous 
commonwealth  of  Iowa,  which  today  dispenses  its  blessings  to  two  and  a 
quarter  millions  of  people,  were  of  the  class  who  knew  no  failure.  From  the 
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inception  of  her  institutions  Iowa  has  had  able 'men  to  manage  her  affaiis. 
wise  legislators  to  frame  her  laws,  and  able  and  impartial  jurists  to  admin¬ 
ister  justice  to  her  citizens.  Her  bar,  pulpit  and  press  have  been  able  and 
widely  influential,  and  in  all  the  professions,  arts,  enterprises  and  industries 
she  had  taken,  and  holds,  a  commanding  position  among  her  sister  states 
of  the  West. 

Iowa  has  been  very  liberal  in  establishing  the  higher  institutions  of 
learning,  and  in  providing  for  the  unfortunate  of  all  classes.  The  State 
University  was  authorized  by  the  constitution  and  permanently  located  at 
Iowa  City,  Johnson  county.  The  other  institutions  have  been  established 
by  acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  at  different  times  in  our  history. 
The  State  Agricultural  College  and  farm  were  provided  for  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  1858,  and  the  commissioners  appointed  to  select  the  site  estab¬ 
lished  it  at  Ames,  in  Story  county.  In  1862  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  appropriated  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  acres  of  the  public 
domain  to  the  support  of  this  institution,  and  the  funds  arising  from  the 
sale  of  these  lands  furnishes  abundant  means  for  its  support.  The  farm 
embraces  eight  hundred  acres,  devoted  to  advanced  agriculture,  the  propaga¬ 
tion  of  farm  and  garden  seeds,  and  the  testing  of  the  various  strains  of  live¬ 
stock,  with  a  view  to  demonstrating  their  worth  for  general  purposes  on  the 
farms  of  the  state.  The  design  of  the  college  is  to  furnish  instruction  in  all 
the  arts  and  sciences  that  have  any  bearing  upon  agriculture.  Tuition  is  free 
to  all  inhabitants  of  the  state  over  sixteen  years  old.  Each  county  is  entitled 
to  send  three  pupils  to  the  college,  and  the  trustees  may  designate  a  greater 
number,  if  conditions  permit  of  a  greater  enrollment.  The  management  is 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  board  of  trustees,  consisting  of  one  member  from  each 
congressional  district.  The  governor  and  superintendent  of  public  instruc¬ 
tion  are  also  constituted  members  of  this  board  by  virtue  of  their  offices. 

The  State  Normal  School  was  established  by  act  of  the  Legislature, 
approved  March  28,  1876,  and  located  at  Cedar  Falls,  in  Black  Hawk  county. 
The  buildings  and  grounds  formerly  used  for  the  Soldiers’  Orphans’  Home 
were  appropriated  to  its  use,  and  the  school  was  formally  opened  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1876.  Numerous  valuable  additions  have  been  made  to  the  build¬ 
ings,  and  the  original  purpose  of  the  school  has  been  faithfully  followed  in 
the  preparation  of  students  for  the  teaching  profession.  The  management 
of  the  institution  is  in  the  hands  of  a  board  of  six  directors,  elected  by  the 
General  Assembly  in  joint  session,  two  at  each  regular  session  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature. 
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The  College  for  the  Blind  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  students  at 
Iowa  City,  April  4,  1853.  Five  years  later  the  location  was  changed  to  Vin¬ 
ton,  Benton  county,  where  the  school  still  remains.  The  school  was  opened 
at  Vinton  in  1862,  with  a  class  of  forty  pupils.  It  provides  free  educational 
advantages  to  all  blind  persons  of  school  age  in  the-  state.  An  industrial 
department  is  also  conducted  in  connection  with  the  school  for  the  benefit 
of  all  blind  persons  who  are  dependent  upon  themselves  for  support. 

SOLDIERS'’  ORPHANS'’  HOMES. 

Mrs.  Annie  Wittenmeyer  was  the  moving  spirit  in  the  establishment 
of  schools  for  the  education  of  soldiers’  orphans.  In  October,  1863,  a  con¬ 
vention  was  called  to  meet  at  Muscatine  for  the  purpose  of  devising  means 
of  support  and  education  for  the  children  rendered  homeless  and  dependent 
through  the  death  of  their  natural  protectors  in  the  service  of  their  country. 
This  praiseworthy  enterprise  met  with  cordial  support  from  the  loyal  people 
everywhere,  and  soon  there  were  four  schools  (and  homes)  in  operation  at 
different  points  in  the  state.  The  first  was  opened  at  Lawrence,  Van  Buren 
county,  and  twenty-four  orphans  were  admitted  in  July,  1864.  The  home 
was  sustained  by  private  contributions  until  1866,  when  the  state  assumed 
control  of  it.  Schools  were  soon  established  at  Cedar  Falls,  Glenwood  and 
Davenport.  These  were  maintained  by  the  state  as  long  as  there  was  any 
need  for  their  existence,  when  the  buildings  were  mostly  devoted  to  the  uses 
of  other  state  institutions.  The  home  at  Glenwood  has  been  appropriated  to 
the  use  of  the  Institution  for  the  Feeble  Minded,  and  that  at  Cedar  Falls  to 
the  State  Normal  School,  as  has  already  been  intimated.  The  home  at  Dav¬ 
enport  is  still  in  existence,  the  unfortunate  self-dependents  from  all  the  homes 
having  been  concentrated  at  that  place,  and  there  cared  for  by  the  state.  The 
expenditure  for  this  purpose  during  the  biennial  period— 1903-5  (the  latest 
official  report) — was  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  thousand  dollars.  While 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state,  these  homes  were  managed  by  a  board  of 
three  trustees,  elected  biennially  at  each  regular  meeting  of  the  General  As¬ 
sembly. 

A  Hospital  for  the  Insane  was  authorized  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
1855,  but  was  not  opened  to  receive  patients  until  March,  1861.  The  first 
institution  of  this  character  was  located  at  Mount  Pleasant,  in  Henry  county, 
but  additional  hospitals  have  since  been  located  at  Independence,  Clarinda  and 
Cherokee. 
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The  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution  was  established  at  Iowa  City,  in  1853, 
permanently  located  at  Council  Bluffs,  July  4,  18 66,  and  removed  to  that 
place  in  1871.  Every  deaf  and  dumb  child  in  the  state,  of  suitable  age,  is 
entitled  to  an  education  at  this  institution  at  the  expense  of  the  common¬ 
wealth.  The  instruction  given  is  of  the  most  practical  nature,  and  the  course 
of  study  embraces  those  branches  which  will  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the 
pupils.  There  are  several  work-shops  connected  with  the  institution  and  its 
inmates  are  allowed  to  learn  any  of  the  trades  represented.  The  managing 
trustees  are  elected  by  the  General  Assembly,  for  a  term  of  six  years,  one  at 
each  regular  session. 


REFORM  SCHOOLS. 

There  are  two  schools  for  the  reformation  and  education  of  boys  and 
girls  under  the  age  of  eighteen  who  are  found  guilty  of  any  crime  except 
murder.  The  judge  of  the  court  in  which  a  conviction  has  been  found  may 
consign  the  guilty  one  to  this  reformatory  institution,  and,  with  the  consent 
of  parents  or  guardians,  may  bind  them  out  to  service  until  they  attain  their 
majority.  A  certain  amount  of  labor,  varying  with  the  age,  strength  and 
capacity,  is  required  of  each  pupil.  The  five  trustees  having  control  of  the 
two  schools  are  elected  by  the  General  Assembly  for  a  term  of  six  years. 

These  institutions  are  now  known  as  “Industrial  Schools,”  the  boys’ 
school  being  located  at  Eldora,  Hardin  county,  and  that  for  the  accommo¬ 
dation  of  girls  at  Mitchellville,  Polk  county.  The  first  of  these  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1868,  in  Lee  county.  In  1873  it  was  removed  to  Eldora,  and  in 
1880  the  sexes  were  separated  and  the  school  (for  girls)  at  Mitchellville  es¬ 
tablished. 

PENITENTIARIES. 

In  addition  to  the  institutions  already  mentioned,  the  state  has  been 
obliged  to  make  provisions  for  restraining  criminals,  and  especially  for  those 
guilty  of  felonies.  The  first  steps  towards  establishing  a  penitentiary  were 
taken  by  the  territorial  Legislature  in  1839.  Directors  were  appointed  to 
superintend  the  construction  of  the  building,  which  was  to  be  located  at  Fort 
Madison,  Lee  county.  The  fourteenth  General  Assembly  established  an  ad¬ 
ditional  penitentiary  in  1873,  at  Amamosa,  Jones  county.  The  expense  of 
maintaining  these  two  penal  institutions  for  the  biennial  period,  1903-5,  was 
over  half  a  million  dollars,  a  considerable  portion  of  which,  however,  was 
returned  to  the  state  from  the  sale  of  manufactured  products  and  con?ict 
labor. 
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THE  RAILROAD  QUESTION.  • 

No  one  questions  but  that  the  building  of  railroads  had  much  to  do  with 
the  development  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  as  well  as  the  entire  Western  country; 
but  many  well-informed  people  likewise  believe  that  the  expenditure  of  the  vast 
wealth  in  lands  and  money  in  the  interests  of  their  building  and  equipment 
has  never  been  returned  in  kind,  and  that  the  roads  would  have  been  built, 
regardless  of  the  liberal  policy  adopted  by  the  state,  counties,  municipalities 
and  even  private  contributors.  Our  honored  ex-Governor,  William  Larra- 
bee,  LL.  D.,  has  ably  set  forth  a  very  concise  and  comprehensive  history 
of  ‘‘The  Railroad  Question”  in  a  book  bearing  that  title,  and  now  passing 
through  the  eleventh  edition.  Unfortunately,.  the  work  is  too  exhaustive  for 
our  purpose  in  giving  a  brief  resume  of  the  history  of  early  state  institutions. 
But  with  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  venerable  ex-Governor,  we  gladly 
use  such  portions  of  his  work  as  are  available  for  our  purpose  and  trust  the 
further  history  of  railroading  in  Fayette  county  to  those  having  charge  of 
that  department. 

Quoting  from  Governor  Larrabee’s  book,  page  328 :  “The  state  of 
Iowa  has  not  derived  that  benefit  from  the  large  land  grants  made  to  its  rail¬ 
roads  which  her  people  had  a  right  to  expect.  In  spite  of  these  grants,  roads 
were  built  only  when  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  they  would  be  imme¬ 
diately  profitable  to  their  owners.  The  land  grants  enriched  the  promoters 
of  these  enterprises  much  more  than  they  did  the  state  in  whose  interest  the 
grants  were  presumed  to  be  made.”  “The  total  number  of  acres  of  land 
granted  by  Congress  to  aid  the  construction  of  Iowa  roads  is  four  million, 
sixty-nine  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  forty-two.  A  fair  idea  of  the  value 
of  these  lands  may  be  obtained  from  the  fact  that  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
&  Pacific  Railroad  Company  sold  over  half  a  million  acres  of  its  lands  at  an 
average  of  eight  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents  per  acre,  and  the  Chicago,  Bur¬ 
lington  &  Quincy  sold  nearly  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  at  an 
average  of  twelve  dollars  and  seventeen  cents  per  acre.  But  land  grants  form 
only  a  small  part  of  the  public  and  private  donations  which  have  been  made  to 
Iowa  roads.  Including  the  railroad  taxes  voted  by  counties,  townships  and 
municipalities,  the  grants  of  rights  of  way  and  depot  sites  and  public  and 
private  gifts  in  money,  these  roads  have  received  subsidies  amounting  to  more 
than  fifty  million  dollars,  or  enough  to  build  forty  per  cent  of.  all  the  roads 
in  the  state.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  contributions  of  the  public  toward 
the  construction  of  the  railroads  of  Iowa  is  several  times  as  large  as  the 
actual  contributions  of  their  stockholders  for  that  purpose.  *  *  *  As  a  rule 
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these  land  grants  enabled  scheming  men  to  hold  the  selected  territory  until 
a  railroad  through  it  promised  a  safe  and  profitable  investment,  and  to  avoid 
the  payment  of  taxes  on  their  millions  of  acres  of  land,  which  in  the  mean¬ 
time  became  very  valuable.  Other  roads  were  built  in  an  early  day  without 
government  aid.  They  were  pushed  forward  by  the  current  of  immigration 
until  the  threatened  competition  of  roads  favored  by  these  grants  checked 
their  progress.  The  Chicago,  Iowa  &  Nebraska  road  may  be  cited  as  a  fair 
illustration.  It  was  projected  on  the  26th  of  January,  1856,  in  the  town  of 
Clinton,  to  be  built  from  Clinton  to  the  Missouri  river,  via  Cedar  Rapids. 
It  was  opened  to  De  Witt  in  1858  and  completed  to  Cedar  Rapids  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year.  The  road  was  eighty-two  and  one-half  miles  long  and  was 
built  entirely  with  private  means,  receiving  neither  legislative  aid  nor  local 
subsidy.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  this  road  would  at  an  early  day  have 
been  completed  to  the  Missouri  river  had  it  not  feared  the  rivalry  of  the  sub¬ 
sidized  Cedar  Rapids  &  Missouri  road.  *  *  * 

“The  first  survey  for  a  railroad  in  the  state  of  Iowa  was  made  in  the  fall 
of  1852.  The  proposed  road  had  its  initial  point  at  Davenport  and  followed 
a  westerly  course.  It  was  practically  an  extension  of  the  Chicago  &  Rock 
Island  railroad,  which  was  then  built  between  Chicago-  and  the  Mississippi 
river.  On  the  22d  of  December,  1852,  the  Mississippi  &  Missouri 
Railroad  Company  was  formed,  its  object  being  to  build,  maintain  and  operate 
a  railroad  from  Davenport  to  Council  Bluffs.  The  articles  of  association  were 
acknowledged  before  John  F.  Dillon,  notary  public,  and  filed  for  record  in  the 
office  of  the  recorder  of  Scott  county  on  the  26th  of  January,  1853,  and  in 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  on  the  first  day  of  February,  following.  In 
1853  the  Mississippi  &  Missouri  Railroad  Company  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  the  Railroad  Bridge  Company  of  Illinois  for  the  construction  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  a  bridge  over  the  Mississippi  at  Rock  Island.  The  work  was  com¬ 
menced  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  and  the  bridge  Was  completed  on  April  21, 
1856,  it  being  then  the  only  bridge  spanning  the  Mississippi  river. 

“The  first  division  of  the  Mississippi  &  Missouri  railroad,  extending  from 
Davenport  to  Iowa  City,  Was  completed  on  the  first. of  January,  1856,  and 
was  formally  opened  two  days  later.  A  branch  line  to  Muscatine  was  com¬ 
pleted  shortly  thereafter.  On  the  first  day  of  July  the  state  of  Iowa  had  in 
all  sixty-seven  miles  of  railroad,  bonded  at  fourteen  thousand,  nine  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  a  mile,  which  at  that  time  probably  represented  the 
total  cost  of  construction.  The  earnings  of  these  sixty-seven  miles  of  road 
during  the  six  months  following  July  1,  1856,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
eighty-four  thousand,  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars,  or  two  thousand, 
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seven  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  per  mile,  which  was  equal  to  an  annual 
income  of  about  five  thousand,  five  hundred  dollars  per  mile.  On  the  15th 
of  May,  1856,  Congress  granted  to  the  state  of  Iowa  certain  lands  for  the 
purpose  of  ‘aiding  in  the  construction  of  railroads  from  Burlington,  on  the 
Mississippi  river,  to  a  point  on  the  Missouri  river,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Platte  river ;  from  the  city  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  by  way  of  Iowa  City  and 
Fort  Des  Moines,  to  Council  Bluffs ;  from  Lyons  City  northwesterly  to  a 
point  of  intersection  with  the  main  line  of  the  Iowa  Central  Air  Line  railroad 
near  Maquoketa,  thence  on  said  line  running  as  near  as  practical  to  the  forty- 
second  parallel  across  the  state;  and  from  the  city  of  Dubuque  to  the  Mis¬ 
souri  river  near  Sioux  City.’  The  grant  comprised  the  alternate  sections 
designated  by  odd  numbers  and  lying  within  six  miles  of  each  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  roads.  Provision  was  also  made  for  indemnity  for  all  lands  covered 
by  the  grant  which  were  already  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of. 

“The  wisdom  of  the  land-grant  policy  has  been  questioned.  When 
these  grants  were  made  it  was  believed  by  many  that  railroads  would  not 
and  could  not  be  built  in  the  West  without  such  aid.  While  others  did  not 
share  this  opinion,  they  at  least  supposed  that  land  grants  would  greatly  stim¬ 
ulate  railroad  enterprise  and  lead  to  the  early  construction  of  the  lines  thus 
favored.  *  *  * 

“The  price  of  all  government  lands  lying  outside  of  the  land-grant  belts 
was  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  To  reimburse  the  public 
treasury  for  the  loss  resulting  from  these  grants,  the  price  of  lands  situated 
within  the  land-grant  belts  was  advanced  to  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per 
acre,  practically  compelling  the  purchasers  of  the  even-numbered  sections  of 
land,  instead  of  the  government,  to  make  the  donation  to  the  railroads.  *  *  * 

“Designing  men  soon  saw  the  advantages  which  the  situation  offered. 
They  combined  with  their  friends  to  organize  companies  for  the  construction 
of  the  land-grant  roads,  built  a  small  portion  of  the  proposed  line,  to  hold  the 
grant,  and  then  awaited  further  developments,  or  rather,  the  settlement  of  the 
country  beyond.  There  are  those  who  believe  that  the  doubling  of  the  price 
of  government  land  within  the  belt  of  the  proposed  land-grant  roads  greatly 
retarded  immigration  and  with  it  the  construction  of  roads.  T  hey  hold  that, 
had  no  grant  whatever  been  made  to  any  railroad  company  and  had  equal 
competition  in  railroad  construction  been  permitted,  the  Iowa  through  lines, 
instead  of  following,  would  have  led,  the  tide  of  immigration.” 

Restrictions  regarding  space,  and  the  further  fact  that  this  is  to  be  a 
county  history  instead  of  one  devoted  to  the  state  of  Iowa,  precludes  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  following  the  interesting  and  instructive  details  of  railroad  history, 
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as  so  fairly  and  ably  presented  by  Mr.  Larrabee.  It  would  be  extremely 
interesting  to  present  the  bistory  of  transportation,  the  building  of  .turnpikes 
in  early  days,  the  canals  of  the  East  and  Middle  West,  the  inventions  tending 
to  introduce  “steam  navigation,”  and  some  of  the  minutiae  relating  to  early 
railroading  in  Iowa ;  but  we  must  be  content  to  give  a  brief  synopsis  of  a  few 
of  the  early  conditions,  as  has  been  the  case  in  speaking  of  other  state  insti¬ 
tutions.  But  there  is  one  railroad  in  which  the  people  of  Fayette  county  have 
more  than  a  passing  interest,  in  that  it  furnished  us  the  first  outlet  to  the  mar¬ 
kets  of  the  world.  Reference  is  here  made  to*  the  building  of  the  McGregor  & 
Western  railroad,  which  passed  through  so  many  “evolutions”  that  the  orig¬ 
inal  promoters  did  not  recognize  it!  This  company  was  the  successor  of  the 
McGregor,  St.  Peter  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company,  which  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  1857,  and  the  construction  of  the  road  was  commenced  at  Mc¬ 
Gregor  in  that  year.  Large  local  subscriptions  were  taken  along  the  proposed 
line  and  every  local  encouragement  possible  was  given  to  the  enterprise.  The 
company  prosecuted  the  work  of  grading  for  a  couple  of  years,  when  the 
McGregor,  St.  Peter  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company  was  allowed  to 
pass  through  the  process  of  foreclosure,  as  was  customary  with  many  other 
roads  at  that  time.”  The  old  stock  company  was  completely  wiped  out  and 
new  owners  came  into  possession  of  the  property,  reorganizing  under  the  name 
of  the  McGregor  Western  Railway  Company.  Nearly  all  the  early  invest¬ 
ments  of  Iowa  people  were  thus  confiscated  by  the  same  class  of  men  who 
now  cry  out  loudly  against  confiscatory  measures.”  But  this  and  other  com¬ 
panies  failed  to  build  the  road  until  the  Legislature  had  made  contracts  with, 
or  offered  the  stimulus  of  a  large  land  grant,  to  four  different  corporations, 
the  last  of  which  was  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company, 
who  completed,  and  now  operate,  the  road.  The  land  grant  in  this  case  was 
“every  alternate  section  of  land  designated  by  odd  numbers  for  ten  sections 
in  width  on  each  side  of  the  proposed  road.  “Ten  years  after  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  this  road  had  commenced  at  McGregor  it  had  only  reached  Calmar, 
in  Winneshiek  county,  and  more  than  twenty  years  were  required,  in  the 
desultory  manner  employed,  to  build  it  through  as  far  as  Sheldon.  It  was 
completed  as  far  as  Algona  in  1870,  and  this  point  remained  the  western 
terminus  until  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Company,  and  was  completed  by  that  company  as  far  as  Sheldon,  in  1878. 

While  the  particular  branch  of  this  road  now  under  discussion  does  not 
touch  any  part  of  Fayette  county,  it  passes  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the  north¬ 
east  corner,  and  is  even  nearer  to  the  northwest  corner  of  the  county.  Then 
it  was  the  first  railroad  to  which  our  people  had  easy  access,  and,  though  it 
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did  not  greatly  stimulate  trade  in  this  section,  it  did  improve  the  McGregor 
market,  to  which  most  of  our  surplus  products  were  hauled  with  teams.  It 
was  also  an  earnest  as  to  the  possibilities  of  the  future  in  Fayette  county. 

There  were  in  Iowa,  at  the  taking  of  the  last  state  census  (1905),  nine 
thousand  eight  hundred  miles  of  railroad,  with  an  average  assessed 
value  for  the  state  of  five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  dollars  per  mile.  The  gross  earnings  for  the  entire  railroad  systems 
of  the  state  was  five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars  per  mile. 
There  are  thirty-two  corporations,  or  railroad  companies,  subject  to  many 
changes  of  names,  hence  a  list  of  names  for  this  year  would  be  incorrect  for 
another  period. 

COAL  OUTPUT. 

There  were  six  million,  five  hundred  and  seven  thousand,  six  hundred  and 
fifty-five  short  tons  of  coal  produced  in  1904 — the  latest  official  report— from 
twenty-two  counties  in  the  south-central  and  southwestern  portions  of  the  state. 
Monroe  county  occupies  first  place  in  the  production  of  this  staple,  the  output 
for  that  county  being  two  million  and  sixty-one  thousand,  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  tons  in  1904. 

GYPSUM. 

Though  Iowa  occupies  third  place  in  the  production  of  this  commodity, 
Michigan  and  New  York  alone  exceeding  it  in  the  amount  produced,  yet  the 
production  is  confined  almost  exclusively  to  Webster  county.  The  value  of 
the  product  for  1904  was  four  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand,  four  hundred 
and  thirty-two  dollars. 


STATE  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 

This  organization  was  effected  in  the  spring  of  1854  by  the  election  of 
Hon.  Thomas  Claggett,  of  Keokuk,  president,  and  the  selection  of  three 
directors  from  each  county  that  then  had  a  local  agricultural  society  in  oper¬ 
ation. 

In  the  fall  of  1854  the  society  held  its  first  annual  fair,  in  the  town  of 
Fairfield,  Jefferson  county.  From  that  day  until  the  present  the  State  Agri¬ 
cultural  Society  has  been  successful.  It  is  fostered  by  the  state,  and  receives 
an  annuity  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  aid  in  operating  expenses,  the  balance 
of  such  funds  being  contributed  in  entrance  fees,  the  sale  of  privileges,  etc. 
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The  annual  election  of  officers  and  directors  is  provided  for  by  law,  and 
occurs  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  each  year  at  the  capital  of  the  state.  Re¬ 
ports  of  the  proceedings  of  the  society  are  required  by  law  to  be  published 
each  year,  and  the  secretary  of  state  has  charge  of  the  distribution.  The 
board  of  directors  are  also  required  to  make  an  annual  report  to  the  governor 
of  the  state,  and  otherwise  conduce  to  state  supervision. 

iowa  children’s  home  association. 

This  organization,  brought  into  existence  within  comparatively  recent 
years,  is  also  fostered  by  the  state,  though  the  expenses  of  operation  are 
mostly  paid  by  private  contributions.  Through  the  efforts  of  philanthropic 
men  and  women  in  every  section  of  the  state,  much  good  has  resulted  in  re¬ 
lieving  the  wants  of  homeless  children  and  placing  them  in  proper  homes  for 
their  training  and  education. 


POPULATION. 

According  to- the  latest  state  census  (1905),  the  population  of  Iowa  is 
2,210,050,  Which  represents  a  decrease  of  .9  per  cent  since  1900.  With  this 
single  exception,  there  has  been  a  gradual  increase  in  population  at  each 
census — taking  the  period  from  1838,  when  the  population  was  22,859,  to  the 
present  time. 

Of  the  present  residents  of  the  state,  there  are  749,496  persons  of  school 
age,  i.  e.,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years.  These  include,  col¬ 
ored,  4,318;  foreign-born,  16,430;  foreign  parents,  259,509,  and  469,239 
have  native  parents. 

In  1905  there  were  460,840  men  subject  to  military  duty,  i.  e.,  able- 
bodied  between  the  age  of  eighteen  and  forty-four  years.  Of  these,  4,046 
are  colored  and  66,205  are  foreign  born.  Over  seventy-one  per  cent,  of  the 
total  population  of  Iowa  are  native  born,  the  number  being  1,379,981.  Illinois 
contributed  the  greatest  number  of  present  inhabitants  born  outside  of  Iowa, 
or  over  seven  per  cent.,  while  Ohio  is  second,  with  nearly  four  per  cent.,  and 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  each  contributed  a  little  over  two  per  cent. 

iowa's  contribution  to  the  civil  war. 

From  a  population  of  less  than  seven  hundred  thousand,  she  furnished 
forty-seven  regiments  of  infantry,  nine  of  cavalry  and  four  batteries  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  besides  numerous  enlistments  in  the  regular  army  and  navy,  and  in 
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organizations  from  other  states.  One  pioneer  of  Fayette  county,  and  who  is 
now  living  here,  enlisted  in  the  Fifth  California,  and  probably  others  were 
equally  as  zealous  and  disinterested  in  giving  prompt  response  to  the  coun¬ 
try’s  call,  regardless  of  where  the  credit  for  enlisting  was  placed.  No  state 
in  the  Union  furnished  as  great  a  percentage  of  population  for  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  the  Union  as  did  “Peerless  Iowa.”  Her  muster-rolls  included  almost 
eighty  thousand  names. 

In  commemoration  of  the  heroic  deeds  of  her  soldiers  on  the  battle-fields 
of  the  South,  the  state  has  during  the  last  ten  years  appropriated  a  quarter 
of  a  million  dollars  to  the  building  of  monuments  at  Shiloh,  Vicksburg.  An- 
dersonville  and  Chattanooga.  These  monuments  were  dedicated  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  in  November,  1906. 

Of  this  vast  army  enlisting  from  the  state  in  the  sixties,  but  ten  thousand, 
four  hundred  and  eighty-eight  are  now  living  within  its  boundaries,  though 
some  have  removed  to  other  localities,  but  the  casualties  of  war  and  the 
ravages  of  time  are  responsible  for  almost  the  entire  shrinkage.  There  are 
twenty-five  thousand,  five  hundred  and  sixty-nine  veterans  of  the  Civil  war 
now  living  in  Iowa,  many  of  whom  became  residents  of  the  state  under  the 
liberal  homestead  laws  extended  to  them  soon  after  the  close  of  hostilities. 

But  enlistments,  alone,  did  not  determine  the  extent  of  Iowa’s  patriotism, 
as  will  be  told  more  fully  in  the  department  devoted  to  county  history.  The 
sudden,  though  not  unexpected,  declaration  of  war,  found  the  national  gov¬ 
ernment,  as  well  as  the  states,  wholly  unprepared  for  an  insurrection  of  such 
magnitude.  The  enlistment  of  men  was  the  least  part  of  the  trouble.  Arms 
and  military  equipments  had  been  largely  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  or¬ 
ganizing  Confederates,  whose  leaders  were  in  position  to  devastate  the  coun¬ 
try  before  leaving  their  seats  in  Congress,  in  diplomatic  circles  or  in  the 
United  States  army.  The  national  treasury  was  also  depleted  through  the 
same  agency,  and  we  found  ourselves  on  the  verge  of  a  great  war,  confront¬ 
ing  an  enemy  already  organized  and  equipped,  without  the  necessary  means 
of  arming  and  uniforming  a  single  division. 

In  this  dilemma,  the  state  Was  authorized  at  a  special  session  of  the  Leg¬ 
islature,  convened  May  15,  1861,  to  secure  a  loan  of  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  meet  the  extraordinary  emergency.  Previous  to  this  authorization, 
however,  the  First  Regiment  had  been  clothed  with  extemporized  “uniforms” 
of  all  colors,  shapes  and  materials,  mostly  the  result  of  the  volunteer  labors 
of  the  loyal  women  in  the  towns  near  the  regimental  rendezvous.  The  same 
was  done,  in  part,  for  the  Second  Infantry,  but  the  completion  of  their  outfit 
was  forestalled  by  the  assumption  of  authority  by  the  state  and  the  means 
secured  through  the  loan. 
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Ex-Governor  Samuel  Merrill,  then  of  McGregor,  at  once  took  a  contract 
to  supply  three  regiments  with  complete  outfits  of  clothing,  agreeing  to  ac¬ 
cept,  in  payment,  state  bonds  at  par.  The  terms  of  this  contract  were  com¬ 
plied  with  to  the  letter  and  within  one  month  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
clothing  was  delivered  from  the  manufacturers  in  Boston  to  the  rendezvous  at 
Keokuk,  and  the  remainder  was  forthcoming  within  a  few  days.  But  the 
color  was  gray,  and  the  Confederates  were  uniforming  with  that  color!  The 
war  department  had  decided  upon  blue  as  the  uniform  color  for  the  national 
troops.  Other  states  had  sent  forward  troops  uniformed  in  gray,  hence  the 
uniforms  were  condemned  by  the  war  department,  and  this  involved  much 
apparently  needless  expense,  though  the  reader  will  readily  recognize  the  con¬ 
fusion  and  danger  arising  from  two  hostile  armies  meeting  in  deadly  conflict 
when  clothed  in  the  same  colors,  and  but  little  difference  in  their  respective 
flags.  The  state  of  Iowa  Was  reimbursed,  in  later  years,  for  the  cost  of  these 
uniforms  and  other  irregular  war  expenses. 

The  loyal  women,  all  over  the  state,  at  once  took  in  hand  the  care  of 
the  families  of  soldiers  at  the  front,  and  organizations  were  effected  in  every 
county  for  the  collection  of  funds  and  the  distribution  of  necessaries  among 
the  indigent  families.  Nor  were  the  women  alone  in  this  loyal  and  philan¬ 
thropic  work,  but  the  non-combatants  at  home  were  equally  zealous  in  raising 
funds  for  soldiers’  families.  Parties  of  “lint-scrapers”  were  held  weekly,  in 
almost  every  neighborhood,  the  purpose  being  to  prepare  hospital  supplies 
to  be  sent  to  the  hospitals  where  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  were  cared  for, 
and  many  a  patient  has  been  made  happy  by  the  timely  arrival  of  a  box  of 
palatable  “goodies”  from  the  hands  of  those  he  loved. 

The  United  States  Christian  Commission  was  an  early  organization  for 
promoting  the  spiritual,  as  well  as  the  temporal,  comfort  of  disabled  soldiers 
in  the  field.  Millions  of  dollars  were  collected  and  dispensed  through  this 
one  agency,  and  no  doubt  it  was  instrumental  in  saving  many  lives.  The 
Sanitary  Commission  was  another  very  useful  and  effective  agency,  both  in 
camp  and  about  the  general  hospitals,  their  mission  being,  especially,  to  look 
after  sanitary  or  “health”  conditions  among  the  soldiers,  either  sick  or  well. 
The  work  of  these  beneficent  organizations  was  carried  on  without  a  dollar 
of  expense  to  the  general  government,  and  few  of  those  engaged  in  it,  except 
nurses,  ever  received  any  money  recompense  for  their  services.  But  the  great 
heart  of  the  nation  was  enlisted  in  a  common  cause,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  all 
survivors  of  the  contest  to  know  that  the  efforts  at  the  front  were  so  ably 
seconded  by  those  who  could  not  share  in  the  glories  of  the  battle-field. 
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But  the  culmination  of  all  our  military  glory  comes  from  the  knowledge 
that  our  services,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  half  a  century,  are  still  shown 
tangible  appreciation  by  the  nation  we  served.  No  nation  on  the  globe  has 
ever  been  more  liberal  in  pensioning  its  soldiers  and  their  dependents  than  the 
United  States.  While  this  is  true  of  the  general  government,  the  states,  not 
to  be  outdone  in  their  devotion  and  loyalty  to  the  veterans,  have,  without  a 
single  exception,  we  believe,  erected  homes  to  care  for  those  dependent  upon 
their  own  efforts,  in  order  that  they  may  be  nearer  to  their  friends  than  in 
the  National  Homes,  of  which  there  are  enough  to  supply  all  demands.  The 
state  has  generously  remitted  the  taxes  of  soldiers,  within  certain  limits,  and 
the  “poor-house’’  can  no  longer  be  a  menace  to  the  over-sensitive  but  in¬ 
digent  veteran. 

Iowa  did  not  pay  any  bounties  for  enlistments,  though  toward  the  close 
of  the  war  small  bounties  were  paid  by  some  cities  and  counties. 

In  response  to  the  call  of  July  18,  1864,  a  draft  was  made  in  Iowa,  not 
because  she  was  behind  in  her  quota  of  men,  but  because  of  the  necessities  of 
the  government,  which,  for  the  time  being,  changed  the  apportionment  in  this 
and  other  states.  There  were  one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
men  raised  by  the  draft  in  1864.  One  regiment  of  three-months’  men  and 
four  regiments  and  one  battalion  of  infantry  composed  of  one-hundred-days’ 
men,  comprised  the  irregular,  or  short-term  enlistments  from  the  state.  Some 
five  thousand  men,  at  times  of  threatened  invasions  or  border  troubles,  served 
under  irregular  enlistments  or  as  emergency  militia.  Nearly  eight  thousand 
men  re-enlisted  in  the  field,  thus  rounding  out  a  term  of  about  four  years  in 
actual  service.  With  the  exceptions  here  enumerated,  the  term  of  service  was 
three  years,  but  the  war  was  brought  to  an  end  before  the  latest  enlisted  men 
had  served  out  the  full  term  for  which  they  enlisted. 

Two  Iowa  cavalry  regiments  served  the  entire  three  years  on  the  Western 
plains,  where  they  confronted  hostile  Indians  from  1863  to  1866.  Some  of 
these  companies  were  among  the  last  to  return  to  their  homes. 

Upon  final  settlement  after  the  restoration  of  peace,  it  was  found  that 
Iowa’s  claims  against  the  federal  government  were  fully  equal  to  the  amount 
of  her  bonds,  issued  and  sold  during  the  war  to  provide  the  means  for  raising 
and  equipping  her  troops  sent  to  the  field  and  to  meet  the  inevitable  demands 
upon  her  treasury  in  consequence  of  the  war.  This  is  a  record  of  which 
but  few  of  the  older  and  wealthier  states  can  boast,  since  most  of  them  had 
heavy  war  debts  for  many  years  after  the  close  of  hostilities. 
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SPANISH-AMERICAN  WAR. 

In  the  Spanish-American  war  the  state  furnished  four  regiments  of  in¬ 
fantry,  two  batteries  of  field  artillery,  a  signal  company,  and  a  company  of 
colored  immunes.  The  United  States  navy  was  also  represented,  Fayette 
county  having  a  representative  in  the  person  of  Doctor  Pattison,  of  Oelwein, 
who  was  a  lieutenant. 

A  few  veterans  of  the  Mexican  war  are  still  living  within  the  state,  Fay¬ 
ette  county  having  one  who  is  a  veteran  of  two  wars. 

IOWA  NATIONAL  GUARD. 

Within  comparatively  recent  years  there  has  been  a  complete  reorganiza¬ 
tion  of  the  old  “State  Militia,”  which  is  now  designated  as  the  National  Guard 
of  the  several  states.  The  organization  and  discipline  is  much  more  thorough 
than  formerly,  while  the  equipment  and  emoluments  are  correspondingly  im¬ 
proved. 

The  Iowa  National  Guard  now  consists  of  four  regiments  of  infantry, 
of  twelve  companies  each,  and  designated  as  the  Fifty-Third,  Fifty-Fourth, 
Fifty-Fifth  and  Fifty-Sixth  Regiments.  The  headquarters  of  these  are,  re¬ 
spectively,  Cedar  Rapids,  Muscatine,  Ames  and  Sioux  City.  Each  regiment 
is  divided  into  three  battalions  in  command  of  as  many  officers,  ranking  as 
majors.  All  of  these  regiments  were  called  into  active  service  during  the 
war  With  Spain,  the  Fifty-Fifth  serving  about  eighteen  months,  while  the 
others  served  lesser  periods.  The  governor  of  the  state  is  the  commander-in¬ 
chief,  while  he  is  assisted  in  the  performance  of  his  military  duties  by  a  staff 
of  officers  designated  as  adjutant-general,  quartermaster-general,  surgeon- 
general,  judge  advocate,  inspector-general,  chief  of  engineers  and  chief  signal 
officer.  These  general  officers  have  assistants,  while  there  are  seven  “aides” 
appointed  or  detailed  as  assistants  to  the  commander-in-chief,  most  of  whom 
rank  as  lieutenant-colonels.  Rotation  in  these  appointments  may  account,  in 
part  at  least,  for  the  long  list  of  “colonels”  to  be  found  in  almost  every  county 
throughout  the  state. 

The  adjutant-general  ranks  as  brigadier-general,  and  is  the  chief  execu¬ 
tive  officer  of  the  National  Guard,  upon  whom  devolves  a  very  large  part  of 
the  detail  work  of  that  organization,  the  making  of  reports,  and  carrying  out 
the  orders  of  the  commander-in-chief.  He  has  charge  of  the  State  Arsenal 
and  grounds,  and  all  other  property  of  the  state  kept  or  used  for  military 
purposes. 
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STATE  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

Under  this  department  there  are  various  organizations,  with  the  purpose, 
in  most  cases,  of  enforcing  or  strengthening  the  power  of  existing  laws. 
Among  these  may1  be  enumerated  the  state  railroad  commissioners,  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  council,  bureau  of  labor  statistics,  board  of  parole,  food  and  dairy 
commissioner,  state  printer  and  binder,  fish  and  game  warden,  department 
of  agriculture,  state  veterinary  surgeon,  board  of  veterinary  examiners,  Iowa 
State  Library,  state  librarian,  historical  department,  state  mine  inspectors, 
commission  of  pharmacy,  custodian  of  public  buildings  and  property,  board  of 
health,  hotel  inspector  (operative  since  July  4,  1909),  geological  board, 
library  commission,  Iowa  state  highway  commission,  hall  of  public  archives, 
Horticultural  Society,  board  of  law  examiners,  state  oil  inspectors,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  weights  and  measures,  director  of  weather  and  crop  service,  Iowa 
Academy  of  Sciences,  the  State  Historical  Society  (established  by  law  in 
the  year  1857),  educational  board  of  examiners,  Iowa  State  Teachers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  (in  existence  since  May  10,  1854).  The  official  heads  of  most  of 
these  various  departments  are  appointed  by  the  governor,  and  in  most  of  those 
not  so  constituted  the  governor  is  designated  as  a  member  of  the  board  by 
virtue  of  his  office.  The  purpose  of  establishing  these  departments,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  state  government,  will  be  readily  understood  from  the  titles 
of  the  offices  created.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  are  a  number  of 
minor  offices,  the  duties  of  which  are  not  so  universally  applicable  to  all  the 
people  of  the  state. 


CHAPTER  III. 


ORGANIZATION  AND  SETTLEMENT  OF  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

Territorially  speaking,  Fayette  county  was  originally  one  of  the  largest 
counties  ever  organized.  It  had  a  nominal  organization  on  the  21st  of  De¬ 
cember,  1837,  when  its  boundaries  included  an  area  of  about  one  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  square  miles.  It  included  within  its  limits  all  of  the 
present  state  of  Minnesota  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  extending  on  the 
north  to  the  British  dominions,  and  included  all  of  the  territory  of  the  Da¬ 
kotas  east  of  the  Missouri  river,  except  a  small  tract  in  the  southeast  corner. 
Clayton  county  was  constituted  on  the  same  date,  and  both  were  partly  or¬ 
ganized  from  territory  then  embraced  in  Dubuque  county.  Clayton  at  that 
time  included  a  portion  of  Allamakee  county,  and  the  county  seat  was  es¬ 
tablished  at  Prairie  La  Porte  (now  Guttenberg).  Nearly  all  the  counties  in 
northeastern  Iowa,  and  some  others,  were  formed,  in  whole  or  in  part,  from 
territory  originally  embraced  in  Fayette  county.  But  this  was  only  a  “paper 
county,”  having  no  organization  in  fact  until  reduced  to  its  present  boun¬ 
daries  in  1847,  and  finally  organized  in  1850.  Previously  the  county  had  been 
attached  to  Clayton  for  judicial,  revenue  and  election  purposes,  and  an  elec¬ 
tion  had  been  held  April  27,  1841,  as  ordered  by  the  commissioners  of  Clay¬ 
ton  county.  The  election  was  held  at  “the  New  Mission,”  and  was  desig¬ 
nated  as  precinct  No.  9,  the  bounds  of  'which  shall  be  designated  by  the 
bounds  of  the  neutral  grounds.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  the  Clayton 
county  commissioners  exercised  jurisdiction  over  the  Winnebago  Reserve. 
The  polls  were  ordered  opened  at  the  house  of  David  Lowrie,  and  H.  D. 
Brownson,  John  B.  Thomas  and  David  Lowrie  w^ere  judges  of  the  election. 
H.  H.  Singer  was  messenger,  and  Silas  Gilmore  was  clerk.  It  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  that  there  were  more  than  three  or  four  voters  in  Fayette  county  terri¬ 
tory  at  that  time.  This  is  probably  the  first  election  for  any  purpose  ever  held 
for  the  accommodation  of  Fayette  county  voters.  An  election  w^as  ordered 
on  the  7th  of  April,  1851,  for  the  purpose  of  locating  the  county  seat.  The 
contestants  were  “Centerville”  (at  the  geographical  center  of  the  county), 
Lightville  (afterwards  Lima),  at  Light’s  Mill,  on  the  Volga  river,  West 
Union,  Auburn  and  Claremont,  now  Clermont,  and  once  called  “Norway.” 
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According  to  the  conditions  of  the  legislative  enactment,  the  two  places 
having  the  highest  number  of  votes  were  required  to  hold  another  election 
to  decide  the  matter,  and  West  Union  and  Lightville  held  the  deciding  election 
on  the  first  Monday-  in  May,  following,  the  result  being  in  favor  of  West 
Union.  This  matter  was  decided  by  vote  of  the  people  in  May,  1851 ;  but  two 
years  later,  under  legislative  enactment,  commissioners  were  appointed  who 
located  the  county  seat  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  17,  township  93, 
range  8,  Westfield  township.  The  law  also  prescribed  that  a  vote  should  be 
taken  on  the  question  of  removal  to  the  new  location.  This  Was  done  in 
August,  1853,  and  resulted  in  favor  of  retaining  the  county  seat  at  West 
Union.  The  conditions  were  complied  with,  a  court  house  erected,  and  the 
official  headquarters  established.  Another  vote  in  April,  i860,  ordered  by 
the  county  judge,  upon  petition,  resulted  in  favor  of  retaining  West  Union 
as  the  seat  of  justice.  Another  election  was  held  in  October,  1867,  Fayette 
and  West  Union  being  this  time  the  openly  avowed  candidates;  but  after  a 
hotly  contested  canvass  of  the  county,  wherein  some  bad  blood  was  engen¬ 
dered,  West  Union  was  again  successful.  The  next  and  final  effort  looking 
to  the  removal  of  the  county  seat  was  made  in  June,  1873,  when  the  county 
board  of  supervisors  was  petitioned  to  submit  the  question  to  the  electors 
of  the  county.  The  territory  was  thoroughly  canvassed  by  both  parties  to 
the  controversy,  and  it  is  very  evident  that  a  pretty  general  expression  of 
the  people’s  wishes  was  secured.  But  a  large  number  of  the  petitioners  also 
placed  their  names  upon  a  remonstrance,  the  assumption  being  that  they  had 
changed  their  views  subsequent  to  signing  the  petition.  A  law  question 
arose  as  to  the  legality  of  counting  the  names  of  the  remonstrating  signers 
on  the  petition,  and  an  injunction  was  served  upon  the  board  of  supervisors, 
restraining  them  from  counting  these  names  as  petitioners.  This  action  threw 
the  matter  into  the  courts  and  delayed  the  counting  of  the  names  until  the 
time  for  submission  had  expired  by  statute,  and  West  Union  still  retains  the 
coveted  prize.  All  except  the  first  effort  at  establishing  a  county  seat  may 
appear  irrelevant  at  this  stage  in  the  recital  of  early  historical  events,  but  with 
the  purpose  of  exhausting  the  subject,  it  is  all  presented  here  in  consecutive 
order.  Having  now  the  county  organized,  a  county  seat  established  and  the 
first  officers  elected,  it  is  proper  to  proceed  with  the  chronological  history. 

Soon  after  the  first  settlers  began  to  locate  in  Fayette  county  territory, 
the  United  States  government  established  a  military  post  about  west-north¬ 
west  of  the  old  Clayton  mission,  on  the  Turkey  river,  near  the  southwest  cor¬ 
ner  of  Winneshiek  county.  This  was  called  Camp  Atkinson,  or  Fort  Atkin¬ 
son,  in  honor  of  General  Atkinson,  of  the  United  States  army.  There  a  fort 
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and  barracks  were  erected,  and  a  new  mission  was  established  about  four 
miles  south  of  the  fort,  with  Rev.  David  Lowry,  a  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
clergyman,  in  charge.  The  mission  buildings  were  located  just  north  of  the 
Fayette  county  line,  but  some  of  the  lands  included  were  located  in  what 
is  now  Auburn  township,  in  this  county.  Several  hundred  acres  of  land  was 
broken  up  and  rendered  fit  for  farming  purposes.  The  Winnebago  Indians, 
then  occupying  the  northern  portions  of  Fayette  county  and  adjacent  terri¬ 
tory,  were  placed  upon  this  reservation,  first,  with  an  idea  to  Christianize 
them,  and  secondly,  to  protect  them  from  the  incursions  of  unfriendly  tribes 
of  other  nations.  There  were  about  two  thousand  nine  hundred  Winnebagoes 
thus  provided  for  at  the  expense  of  the  government.  They  were  generally  a 
peaceful  band  who  obtained  their  living  by  hunting  in  the  forests  of  Fayette, 
Clayton  and  Delaware  counties,  and  seldom  had  any  trouble  with  the  white 
settlers.  In  the  adjustment  of  affairs  a  small  farm  was  allotted  to  each  head 
of  an  Indian  family,  and  all  the  inducements  within  the  power  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  were  extended  to  induce  the  savages  to  abandon  their  former  mode  of 
living  and  settle  down  to  civilized  life.  Schools  were  established  for  the 
benefit  of  the  children,  but  their  attendance  was  governed,  in  a  measure,  by 
the  condition  of  the  home  larder  and,  if  well  supplied  with  the  fruits  of  the 
chase,  they  would  neither  work  nor  go  to  school.  Neither  did  they  take  kindly 
to  the  religious  instructions  imparted,  and  after  an  expensive  experiment  cov¬ 
ering  a  period  of  about  eight  years,  the  effort  so  generously  put  forth  had  to 
be  abandoned,  and  the  Indians  were  removed  to  Minnesota  in  1848. 

Mr.  Lowry  was  succeeded  by  James  McGregor,  and  he  by  J.  E.  Fletcher, 
by  whom  the  Indians  were  removed. 

With  the  establishment  of  the  military  post  at  Camp  Atkinson  a  trail 
was  opened  between  that  point  and  the  pioneer  settlements  in  Clayton,  Dela¬ 
ware  and  Dubuque  counties,  and  in  that  portion  of  Fayette  county  which  was 
included  in  the  Black  Hawk  purchase,  and  along  this  trail  the  first  white  set¬ 
tlements  were  made.  This  trail  entered  Fayette  county  near  the  northeast 
corner  of  Putnam  township,  assuming  a  northwesterly  course  until  it  crossed 
the  Volga  river,  about  four  miles  above  Fayette,  thence  north  through  Center, 
Windsor  and  Auburn  townships,  crossing  Little  Turkey  river  in  section  29, 
Auburn  township,  thence  north  to  the  “Fort.”  It  constituted  the  main  thor¬ 
oughfare  then  open  to  the  pioneers,  and  a  visit  to  the  fort  was  considered  an 
outing  not  to  be  despised.  But  the  fort  also  afforded  quite  a  local  market,  and 
many  of  those  who  visited  the  place  did  so  with  an  eye  to  business.  One  of  our 
surviving  pioneers,  Andrew  J.  Hensley,  visited  the  mission  in  1845,  while 
William  and  John  Paddleford,  brothers,  and  very  early  pioneers  on  the 
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Volga  bottom  below  Wadena,  were  at  the  fort  during  its  building  in  1840.  On 
that  occasion  they  witnessed  the  revolting  spectacle  of  a  Winnebago  “burial.” 
In  this  case  the  corpse  was  placed  on  a  platform  constructed  for  the  purpose, 
in  a  tree,  the  religious  superstition  being  that  when  so  elevated  he  could  the 
more  easily  reach  the  happy  hunting  ground.  There  were  many  such  burials 
discovered  by  early  pioneers  in  this  county,  the  most  numerous  of  which  were 
in  Illyria  township. 

The  territory  now  embraced  within  Fayette  county  comprised  three  sub¬ 
divisions  of  Indian  lands,  and  was  opened  to  settlement  at  different  times,  this 
being  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  a  treaty  entered  into  on  the  first  day 
of  June,  1833.  What  subsequently  became  the  northern  half  of  the  county 
was  included  in  the  neutral  grounds,  or  Winnebago  reserve;  the  southeast¬ 
ern  portion  was  included  in  the  Black  Hawk  purchase,  and  the  southwest 
corner,  including  the  lands  now  embraced  in  Oran  and  Fremont  townships, 
and  a  portion  of  Jefferson,  remained  in  possession  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians 
until  ceded  by  them  to  the  United  States  under  provisions  of  a  treaty  ratified 
on  the  2 1st  of  October,  1837.  At  the  date  last  written  there  were  but  four 
full  townships  surveyed  in  the  county,  these  being  Putnam,  Fairfield,  Smith- 
field  and  Scott.  But  with  the  cession  of  territory  in  1837,  irregular  boun¬ 
daries  (though  for  the  most  part  imaginary)  were  straightened,  and  the 
outlines  of  the  county  established  as  at  present.  The  area  of  the  county  is 
seven  hundred  and  twenty  square  miles,  being  four  congressional  townships 
east  and  west  and  five  north  and  south.  More  than  one-fourth  the  area  of 
the  county  was  originally  covered  with  timber,  much  of  which  was  of  excel¬ 
lent  quality.  But  for  many  years  after  the  settlement  began,  wood  was  the 
only  fuel  and  the  only  fencing  material,  while  the  forest  supplied  the  building 
material  in  crude  form,  thus  the  timber  was  depleted  much  more  rapidly  than 
economy  in  later  years,  combined  with  diligent  efforts  at  reproduction,  have 
restored  it.  The  varieties  most  common  were  the  various  species  of  oak, 
maple,  elm,  hickory,  walnut,  cherry,  basswood  or  linden,  cottonwood,  iron 
wood,  some  scraggy  pine  and  cedar,  willow,  etc.  As  the  natural  timber  began 
to  disappear,  and  in  many  instances  before  that  period  was  reached,  the  perma¬ 
nent  residents  began  the  propagation  of  artificial  groves  and  “windbreaks,” 
both  for  purposes  of  adornment  and  protection.  Some  have  also  planted  lib¬ 
erally  of  quick  growing  forest  trees  with  a  view  to  replacing  the  rapidly  dis¬ 
appearing  forest  growth.  With  quite  a  number  of  well-to-do  farmers,  this  has 
become  an  item  of  considerable  interest,  twenty  acres  or  more  being  thus 
planted.  And  almost  every  homestead  in  the  county  is  now  more  or  less 
adorned  with  handsome  groves,  some  of  which  are  very  beautiful.  With  the 
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successful  introduction  of  fruit  growing  came  also  the  planting  of  evergreens 
and  the  cultivation  of  evergreen  hedges,  the  two  combining  to  render  con¬ 
spicuous  the  many  beautiful  homes  so  adorned. 

About  the  southwest  half  of  Fayette  county  was  originally  termed  prairie 
land,  and  but  little  natural  timber  grew  in  that  section.  It  was  also  the  more 
level,  and  though  well  watered  with  small  streams  and  many  springs,  the 
larger  streams,  and  consequently  the  heavier  belts  of  timber  are  located  in  the 
northeastern  half  of  the  county.  Along  the  Turkey  river,  through  Eden, 
Auburn,  Dover,  Clermont,  Pleasant  Valley  and  Illyria  townships  are  the 
heaviest  belts  of  natural  timber,  the  most  rugged  bluffs,  and  the  most  rough 
and  hilly  land  to  be  found  in  the  county.  But  there  are  also  to  be  found  some 
of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  the  county,  and  some  of  the  most  picturesque 
valleys  to  be  found  anywhere.  The  valleys  are  especially  fertile,  though  the 
upland  is  excellent  for  farming  purposes  and  stock  raising.  With  the  added 
value  of  the  timber,  much  of  which  is  still  standing  on  the  steep  hillsides,  it 
is  an  open  question  as  to  whether  this  land  is  not  as  valuable  as  other  lands 
more  favorably  situated.  There  are  numerous  streams  'which  flow  into  the 
Turkey,  the  most  important  of  which  are  Little  Turkey,  Crane  creek  and  Otter 
creek,  in  the  northern  part,  each  of  which  drains  a  large  area  of  country  and 
furnishes  water  power  for  small  industries,  more  prolific  in  former  days  than 
now.  By  flooding  a  large  area  of  level  land  at  Alpha,  sufficient  water  power 
was  secured  to  operate  a  flouring  mill  and  other  industries,  as  will  appear  more 
fully  in  the  article  on  Alpha.  Crane  creek,  a  large  stream,  flows  through  a 
beautiful  and  fertile  farming  country  in  Eden  township,  and  empties  into  the 
Little  Turkey  on  the  line  between  Eden  and  Auburn  townships.  Otter  creek, 
a  stream  of  considerable  volume,  flows  in  an  easterly  course  through  a  heavily 
timbered  country  and  rugged  hills,  past  West  Union  and  Brainard,  and  enters 
the  Turkey  near  the  county  line  just  below  Elgin.  The  Volga  and  its  numerous 
tributaries  drain  the  south-central  portion  of  the  county  from  northwest  to 
southeast,  passing  through  Bethel,  the  northeast  corners  of  Banks  and  Harlan, 
and  easterly  through  Center,  Westfield  and  Illyria,  leaving  the  county  at  sec¬ 
tion  25,  Illyria.  This  river  is  next  in  size  to  the  Turkey  and,  like  the  latter, 
is  skirted  with  timber,  some  of  which  was  originally  of  excellent  quality;  but 
most  of  the  arable  land  has  been  cleared  and  is  now  cultivated  in  farms.  For 
many  years  some  of  the  best  timber  lands  in  Illyria  township  were  held  by  non¬ 
resident  speculators,  the  price  asked  for  it  being  largely  in  excess  of  that  asked 
for  improved  farms  near  it.  Small  tracts  were  sold  to  the  farmers  in  the 
prairie  districts,  some  of  whom  hauled  their  fire-wood,  fencing  and  other  nec¬ 
essary  timber  a  distance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles.  This  was  also  true  of  the 
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Turkey  river  district,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county.  The  early  settlers 
in  Bethel,  Banks  and  western  Windsor  townships  were  supplied  from  the 
Auburn  timber,”  hauling  it  ten  to  fifteen  miles.  When  it  is  remembered  that 
this  was  the  only  means  of  getting  fuel  in  winter  unless  the  people  resorted 
to  the  doubtful  expedient  of  burning  corn,  as  they  sometimes  did  in  emergen¬ 
cies,  we  can  readily  discern  one  of  the  serious  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  Driv¬ 
ing  across  a  trackless,  treeless,  fenceless  prairie  in  deep  snow,  which  was  then 
the  rule  rather  than  the  exception,  as  now,  the  present-day  citizen  can  form 
some  idea  of  the  hardships  endured  by  his  ancestors  (probably)  in  the  early 
development  of  Fayette  county. 

These  small  tracts  of  timber  land,  as  cleared,  were  purchased  for  farm¬ 
ing  land,  and  when  many  of  them  were  combined  in  one  body,  the  result  was 
an  excellent  timber  farm  without  the  expense  and  labor  of  clearing  it.  But  it 
is  a  well  known  fact  among  timber  residents  that  section  “thirty-seven”  yielded 
more  desirable  saw-logs  and  building  timber  than  any  other  section  in  Illyria 
township!  [Section  thirty-seven  does  not  exist;  it  was  the  timber  thief’s 
refuge.] 

The  Little  Wapsipinnicon  traverses  the  southwestern  portion  of  the 
county,  flowing  southeasterly  through  Fremont  and  Oran  townships.  There 
are  also  numerous  creeks,  all  flowing  south,  among  which  may  be  mentioned 
Buffalo  creek,  Pine  and  Otter  creeks,  thus  affording  excellent  drainage 

through  a  level  prairie  country.  The  timber  in  that  section  of  the  county 

is  not  as  good  as  in  the  northern  and  eastern  sections,  though  all  the  streams 
are  fringed  with  some  timber  along  the  level  valleys  which  skirt  the  streams 
in  that  locality. 

The  soil  of  Fayette  county  is  nearly  all  peculiarly  adapted  to  diversified 
farming.  While  there  is  some  difference  between  the  character  of  the 
land  in  different  localities,  there  is  none  of  the  arable  land  in  any  section 
which  does  not  produce  a  fair  recompense  for  intelligent  effort.  The  hilly 

land  in  the  northern  and  eastern  parts  of  the  county  is  usually  a  clay  soil, 

adapted  to  wheat  growing  and  grass,  in  preference  to  corn  raising.  The 
soil  in  the  valleys  along  the  streams  is  a  very  fertile  black  loam,  often  con¬ 
taining  a  little  sand,  and  occasionally  a  tract  of  considerable  dimensions  is 
quite  sandy,  this  being  true,  also,  of  some  of  the  prairie  districts.  Where 
not  too  sandy,  this  soil  seems  to  be  especially  adapted  to  corn  raising,  and  the 
Turkey  valley  soil,  under  the  manipulation  of  such  farmers  as  Henry  George, 
William  A.  Anderson  and  others,  has  captured  some  valuable  prizes  at  the 
corn  and  fruit  exhibits  at  Omaha  and  elsewhere.  The  prairie  townships, 
of  which  there  are  ten  in  the  county,  and  some  considerable  portions  of  others, 
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are  very  uniform  in  the  character  of  the  soil,  nearly  all  being  a  deep  black 
loam,  some  underlaid  with  gravel  and  others  with  hard-pan  or  clay. 

Much  of  the  unimproved  prairie  land  was  originally  “sloughy,”  espe¬ 
cially  the  level  portions  of  it.  In  an  early  day  a  system  of  blind  ditching 
was  inaugurated  which  was  of  material  benefit  to  those  who  could  employ 
that  method,  but  many  could  not,  on  account  of  the  cost.  A  machine  was 
employed  which  was  so  constructed  as  fi>  force  aside  the  easily  yielding  soil, 
and  by  using  the  power  furnished  by  five  or  six  yoke  of  oxen,  this  appliance 
was  forced  through  the  ground  at  a  depth  of  three  or  four  feet,  its  depth  be¬ 
ing  regulated  to  the  desired  point.  This  left  a  comparatively  small  passage¬ 
way  for  the  water,  which,  of  course,  constantly  wore  larger.  A  standard, 
not  much  larger  than  a  plowshare,  cut  the  tough  sod  to  the  top  of  the  ground, 
and  this  aperture  quickly  “healed  up,”  leaving  only  the  drainage  way  under¬ 
neath.  The  propelling  power  was  attached  to  this  standard.  But  the  im¬ 
practicability  of  the  device  was  soon  apparent  when  the  sod  on  top  began  to 
cave  in,  when  it  became  anything  but  “a  blind  ditch !”  In  recent  years  a 
good  deal  of  tiling  has  been  used,  and  in  all  cases  with  satisfaction.  But 
with  the  opening  up  of  adjacent  lands,  and  the  gradual  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  rainfall,  many  of  the  “sloughs”  have  become  rich  farming  lands 
without  any  effort  at  drainage,  other  than  surface  drainage  from  plowing. 
This  class  of  land,  when  once  reclaimed,  has  proved  to  be  the  most  fertile 
of  any  surrounding  it,  when  intelligently  planted  and  cultivated.  Swamp 
lands  and  shallow  lakes  have  been  drained  and  the  beds  turned  into  the  most 
profitable  of  corn  fields,  both  in  our  own  and  adjoining  states. 

Other  streams  worthy  of  mention  are  the  Maquoketa,  Brush  creek, 
Bell  creek,  Prairie  creek,  all  of  which,  except  Bell  creek,  flow  through  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  county  and  empty  into  the  Volga.  There  is  an 
Otter  creek  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  county  and  another  stream  bear¬ 
ing  the  same  name  flows  south  through  Jefferson  township.  There  are 
many  fine  springs  of  pure  water,  and  the  stock  farm  without  running  water 
is  decidedly  an  exception. 

The  pioneers,  in  seeking  sites  for  their  cabin  homes,  sought  a  location 
near  some  good  spring  if  possible,  regardless  of  prospective  roads  or  farm 
boundaries ;  and  in  later  years  it  often  became  necessary  to  relocate  the  home 
site  in  order  to  be  established  on  some  highway,  hence  they  often  left  the 
spring  and  its  environments  behind  and  were  compelled  to  dig  for  water. 
The  surface  Wells  of  early  days,  though  affording  a  supply  reasonably  satis¬ 
factory  as  to  quantity  and  quality,  were  not  sufficient  to  supply  the  demands 
upon  them  in  later  years.  They  were  usually  shallow  and  yielded  only  sur- 
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face  water,  often  seriously  impregnated  with  impurities.  Being  “dug”  or 
open  wells,  they  required  attention  as  to  the  matter  of  cleanliness,  and  with¬ 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  present  generation  three  men  lost  their  lives  at  Elgin 
from  fire-damp  or  marsh  gas,  while  engaged  in  cleaning  out  a  well.  These 
shallow  wells  have  given  place  in  later  years  to  the  deep  wells  rendered  pos¬ 
sible  through  the  invention  and  use  of  well-drilling  machinery  and  wind  engines 
now  so  universally  in  use.  Both  the  quantity  and  quality  of  water  have 
been  greatly  improved,  and  such  a  thing  as  driving  a  herd  of  stock  in  dry 
weather,  three  miles  to  a  river  or  creek  is  now  unknown,  though  a  sprightly 
remembrance  of  men  now  living! 

FIRST  SETTLERS. 

We  believe  that  it  is  now  generally  conceded,  though  for  many  years  dis¬ 
puted,  that  Franklin  Wilcox  was  the  first  actual  settler  in  Fayette  county.  But 
there  are  some  extenuating  circumstances  which  seemed  to  justify  a  difference 
of  opinion  on  this  subject.  Besides  his  wife  and  daughter  who  accompanied 
him  from  Indiana  to  Fayette  county  in  1838,  Franklin  Wilcox’s  brother 
Nathaniel  came  at  the  same  time  and  took  up  a  claim  just  east  of  his  brother’s, 
on  what  subsequently  became  section  1,  of  Smithfield  township.  Robert 
Gamble  came  with  the  Wilcoxes  from  Ead’s  Grove  and  selected  a  home  on 
land  which  proved  to  be  on  section  13,  Center  township,  and  near  the  geo¬ 
graphical  center  of  the  county.  For  ten  or  more  years  this  location  was 
known  as  “Gamble’s  Grove,”  though  since  known  as  “Dunham’s  Grove.” 
A  postoffice  was  established  at  Gamble’s  Grove  in  1850,  with  Thomas  Woodle 
as  postmaster.  But  Mr.  Gamble  did  not  remain  long,  being  taken  sick  in 
the  fall  of  1840,  and  returned  to  Ead’s  Grove  and  never  returned  to  this 
county.  The  first  settlements  in  the  county,  including  those  previously  men¬ 
tioned,  were  made  south  of  and  near  the  Winnebago  reserve  line,  in  territory 
included  in  the  Black  Hawk  purchase.  They  were  also  near  or  on  the  trail 
between  the  pioneer  settlements  in  Clayton,  Delaware  and  Dubuque  counties. 
It  is  claimed,  traditionally,  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  encroach  upon  the 
rights  of  the  Winnebagoes  in  1836,  by  a  couple  of  adventurers  named  Edson 
and  Grant,  and  that  they  commenced  preparations  to  build  a  mill  at  Elgin, 
or  in  “Shin-Bone  Valley,”  as  that  locality  was  called  in  early  days. 
Joseph  Quigley,  a  reliable  citizen  and  very  early  settler  of  an  adjoining  town¬ 
ship  in  Clayton  county,  is  authority  for  the  statement.  He  claimed  to  have 
been  well  acquainted  with  the  parties.  Mr.  Quigley  said  they  came  from 
the  Turkey  valley,  below  where  Elkader  is  now  located,  and  commenced 
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building  a  dam,  digging  a  mill-race,  getting  out  and  hauling  mill  timbers 
to  the  spot  chosen,  and  otherwise  making  the  best  possible  use  of  a  “squatter’s 
right.”  It  was  claimed  by  the  parties  that  they  were  unaware  of  their  tres¬ 
pass,  and  when  they  discovered  their  error  they  promptly  left  the  territory. 
Another  version  is  that  the  Indians  entered  complaint  to  Mr.  Lowry,  at  the 
mission,  and  that  he  compelled  their  removal.  The  Indians  burnt  their  shanty, 
set  fire  to  the  timber  and  destroyed  the  dam. 

Samuel  Conner,  who  came  to  the  vicinity  of  Elgin  in  1848,  verifies  this 
statement  as  to  the  presence  of  mill  timbers  there  at  that  time,  the  first  settlers 
having  used  the  charred  remains  as  fuel  for  their  lime  kilns.  This  was  un¬ 
questionably  the  first  attempt  of  white  men  to  permanently  occupy  any  part 
of  Fayette  county;  but  as  the  effort  was  unauthorized,  and,  in  fact,  positive 
violation  of  existing  laws,  the  recital  possesses  but  little  historical  significance. 

Of  seventy  pioneers  who  spent  the  winter  of  1849-50  in  West  Union  and 
immediate  vicinity,  only  three  are  now  living,  namely:  Mrs.  J.  W.  Rogers, 
John  Cook  and  De  Witt  Stafford.  All  of  these  have  had  a  home  in  West 
Union  since  their  first  locating  here. 

At  the  beginning  of  1850  there  were  but  little  more  than  five  thousand 
acres  of  land  entered  in  Fayette  county,  and  much  of  that  was  controlled  by 
speculators.  The  distribution  of  early  settlers  on  the  date  above  written  was 
about  as  follows :  Auburn  township,  as  then  sought  to  be  organized,  J.  B. 
Earll  and  others  at  the  embryo  village  of  Auburn;  Old  Mission,  in  north¬ 
west  corner  of  the  township;  Benjamin  Iliff,  at  the  present  village  of  Eldo¬ 
rado,  now  in  Dover  township;  Carlton  and  Sawyer,  near  the  village  of  Nor¬ 
way  (now  Clermont)  ;  Diamond  Conner  and  Forbes,  at  the  present  site  of 
Elgin.  West  Union  township,  in  1850,  extended  north  to  the 
county  line  and  included  the  east  half  of  the  present  township 
of  Dover.  On  this  territory  were  the  landholders,  Lorenzo  Dut¬ 
ton,  Jacob  W.  Rogers  and  William  Wells.  As  stated  in  a  preceding  para¬ 
graph,  there  were  many  other  families  in  the  town  who  had  not  taken  up  land, 
but  who  became  permanent  residents.  P.  F.  Sturgis  and  Thomas  Woodle 
had  taken  up  land  in  what  is  now  Center  township,  but  the  western  tier  of 
townships  was  entirely  unoccupied,  as  were  also  Harlan  township  and  the 
southern  tier  on  the  border  of  Buchanan  county.  In  Westfield  were  the 
Light,  Ludlow,  Douglass  and  Beatty  entries,  while  the  Culver  trading  post  was 
alone  in  Illyria.  But  there  is  good  evidence  that  Thomas  Fennell,  Heinrich 
Hidinger  and  the  Lockwood  family  located  in  Illyria  about  the  time  of  which 
we  are  writing,  and  they  or  their  descendants  have  remained  in  the  county 
since.  J.  E.  Robertson,  Robert  Alexander,  the  Wilcoxes  and  A.  J.  Hensley 
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had  all  taken  up  land  in  the  southern  part  of  Westfield  and  the  northern  part 
of  Smithfield  townships.  Possibly  Fairfield  township  was  at  this  time  the 
most  thickly  populated  section  of  the  county,  there  being  some  nine  entries 
made,  and  which  included  the  Brooks  settlement,  the  Voshels,  Perkins,  Moyne, 
Sperry,  Newton  and  Finney  families.  All  the  persons  named  were  residents 
of  the  county  prior  to  1850,  and  some  of  them  were  here  in  the  early  forties. 

From  this  list  of  pioneers  the  first  county  officers  were  selected  at  the 
organization  of  the  county  in  1850,  and  were  as  follows:  Organizing  sheriff 
(temporarily  appointed  for  this  purpose),  Capt.  R.  R.  Richardson,  then  a 
resident  of  Corn  Hill,  at  which  place  the  returns  were  to  be  made  to  him.  June 
15,  1850,  was  the  date  fixed  by  him,  returns  to  be  made  on  or  before  July  22, 
1850,  and  one  of  his  precepts  was  dated  at  Jacob  Lybrand’s  store,  June  23, 
1850.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  records  that  there  were  any  election  pre¬ 
cincts  at  which  votes  were  cast  except  at  Auburn  and  West  Union;  but  as 
there  were  numerous  voters  in  the  Brooks  settlement  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  county,  it  is  quite  probable  that  there  was  an  election  precinct  there  of 
which  we  have  no  record.  Thomas  Woodle,  from  the  vicinity  of  Dunham’s 
Grove,  was  elected  county  judge;  Jacob  W.  Rogers,  county  clerk;  G.  W. 
Neff,  sheriff;  G.  A.  Cook,  recorder  and  treasurer;  William  Wells,  Charles 
Sawyer  and  Jared  Taylor,  county  commissioners,  with  C.  M.  Jones  as  clerk 
of  the  board  of  commissioners.  These  were  the  officers  who  started  the  wheels 
of  progress  in  Fayette  county  more  than  sixty  years  ago,  and  the  people  of 
today  can  have  but  little  appreciation  of  the  onerous  duties  devolving'  upon 
them.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  there  was  not  a  public  building  in  the  county, 
and  not  a  bridge  nor  a  road  worthy  of  being  called  such.  The  townships  were 
not  organized,  except  those  of  Auburn  and  West  Union,  and  they  only  par¬ 
tially  so.  School  houses  and  churches  had  not  been  established,  and  when  they 
were,  a  crude  log  building  was  pressed  into  service  to  answer  the  purpose  of 
each.  The  board  of  commissioners  was  deluged  with  petitions  for  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  townships,  the  establishment  of  roads,  and  the  thousand  and  one 
things  which  came  within  their  jurisdiction.  There  was  no  money  to  pay  the 
necessary  expenses  of  the  county,  nor  was  there,  as  yet,  any  tangible  means 
of  providing  it.  Markets  were  far  removed  from  the  environments  of  Fay¬ 
ette  county,  and  to  reach  them  at  Dubuque,  the  nearest  point,  required  a  week 
of  arduous  toil  to  make  the  round  trip  with  the  ox  teams,  which  were  the 
“motive  power”  of  nearly  every  pioneer  in  the  county.  The  location  of  the 
county  seat  had  not  yet  been  determined,  hence  the  county  business  was  often 
transacted  af  the  home  of  the  official  sought. 

The  office  of  county  commissioner  was  soon  abolished  by  the  Legislature. 
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and  the  duties  of  that  office  were  performed  by  the  county  judge.  But  one 
set  of  county  commissioners  was  ever  elected  in  this  county,  and  the  county 
judge  system  prevailed  for  about  ten  years.  Then  followed  the  complicated 
system  of  electing  one  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  from  each  town¬ 
ship,  thus  constituting  an  unwieldy  body  of  twenty  men  to  perform  the  duties 
formerly  entrusted  to  the  county  judge.  While  both  systems  were  objection¬ 
able,  it  is  believed  that  the  latter  was  less  satisfactory  than  the  former.  At  all 
events,  when  it  was  sought  to  change  to  the  present  system  of  three  members 
of  the  board  of  supervisors,  under  a  law  similar  to  that  under  which  the  county 
commissioners  were  elected  in  1850,  there  was  practically  no  opposition,  and 
the  present  system  has  been  in  satisfactory  operation  for  nearly  forty  years. 

In  1850  Iowa  had  but  two  representatives  in  Congress,  viz. :  Hon. 
Daniel  F.  Millar,  who  represented  the  south  half  of  the  state,  and  Hon.  Shep¬ 
herd  F.  Leffler  the  northern  part.  The  two  United  States  senators  from  Iowa 
were  Gen.  George  W.  Jones,  from  Dubuque,  and  Hon.  Augustus  C.  Dodge, 
of  Burlington.  General  Jones  was  one  of  the  most  active  and  influential  men 
who  ever  represented  this  state  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  He  was  a 
representative  in  Congress  from  Michigan  territory  when  it  included  all  of  that 
state  as  now  organized,  all  of  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  the  unorganized 
territory  west  to  the  Rocky  mountains.  He  introduced  the  bills  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  which  both  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  territories  were  organized,  and  was 
a  zealous  and  tireless  worker  in  the  organization  of  our  own  state  and  in  the 
early  development  of  her  institutions.  General  Jones  had  the  honor  of  serv¬ 
ing  in  Congress  with  Clay,  Webster  and  Calhoun  and  public  men  of  their 
time.  He  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age  and  died  in  Dubuque  in  1900.  At  the  time 
of  which  we  are  writing  Fayette,  Allamakee,  Winneshiek  and  Clayton  counties 
constituted  a  representative  district,  with  Hon.  Eliphalet  Price  in  the  lower 
house  of  the  Legislature.  He  was  a  typical  pioneer  in  the  territory  which  he 
represented  thus  early  in  its  history.  Judge  Price,  now  of  Elkader,  is  his  son. 
Eliphalet  Price  is  well  remembered  by  all  the  Fayette  county  pioneers  of  his 
day  and,  like  Judge  Murdock,  is  revered  as  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and 
blameless  life.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1832,  and  was  one  of  the  first  legal  white 
settlers  at  Dubuque.  In  1834  he  explored  the  Turkey  valley,  and  being  im¬ 
pressed  with  its  beauty  and  fertility,  decided  to  locate,  and  was  a  resident  of 
Elkader  for  nearly  forty  years.  He  was  the  first  clerk  of  the  board  of  Clay¬ 
ton  county  commissioners  and  took  the  first  federal  census  after  the  admission 
of  the  state,  for  the  counties  of  Clayton,  Fayette,  Allamakee  and  Winneshiek, 
and  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  from  these  counties  in  1850.  The  services 
and  influence  of  Mr.  Price  were  sought  in  the  adjustment  of  Fayette  county’s 
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county-seat  troubles,  which  were  precipitated  about  the  time  of  his  election,  but 
he  declared  himself  as  unfavorable  to  the  commissioner  system,  whereby  two 
or  three  men  were  empowered,  according  to  the  petitions  filed  with  them,  to 
locate  the  county  seat ;  and  instead  of  securing  the  appointment  of  the  com¬ 
missioners,  he  secured  the  enactment  of  a  law  by  the  Legislature  whereby  the 
people  of  Fayette  county  were  authorizd  to  make  choice  of  the  place  for  the 
county  seat,  at  an  election  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  1851.  The 
“candidates”  Were  also  designated,  as  previously  mentioned  in  this  chapter, 
and  the  condition  of  a  tie  vote  or  no  majority  in  favor  of  any  place,  provided 
for.  Mr.  Price  was  subjected  to  some  unjust  criticism  by  reason  of  his  ob¬ 
vious  intention  of  shifting  responsibilities,  and  yet  after  the  lapse  of  sixty 
years,  no  one  now  questions  the  absolute  fairness  of  his  action. 

One  of  the  first  official  acts  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  after 
their  election  in  1850  was  the  appointment  of  three  road  viewers  to  establish 
a  road  through  the  county  from  the  county  line  east  of  Taylorsville,  through 
that  place,  thence  northwest  through  the  Brooks  settlement,  from  which  place 
it  took  a  northward  course  to  West  Union.  The  viewers  appointed  were  Ste¬ 
phen  Ludlow,  who  lived  one  mile  west  of  Lightville;  Chauncey  Brooks,  who 
lived  on  the  farm  where  he  died  half  a  century  later,  and  Zopher  Perkins, 
of  the  well  known  Perkins  family  in  the  Brooks  settlement.  These  viewers 
were  to  meet  and  report  at  the  house  of  Jared  Taylor,  in  Taylorsville,  on  the 
19th  of  November,  1850.  The  fact  that  this  was  the  first  road  officially  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  county  is  evidence  that  the  village  of  Taylorsville  was  even  then 
considered  a  place  of  some  importance.  In  later  years  it  became  one  of  the 
principal  towns  in  the  southern  half  of  the  county,  and  was,  until  after  the 
close  of  the  Civil  war,  one  of  the  stations  on  the  stage  line  between  Manchester 
and  northeastern  Iowa.  It  contained  a  hotel,  numerous  stores  and  mechanical 
shops,  two  or  three  church  organizations,  and  a  progressive  citizenship.  It 
was  named  in  honor  of  Jared  Taylor,  who  figured  conspicuously  in  the 
early  history  of  the  county.  But  the  advent  of  the  Davenport  &  St.  Paul 
branch  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad  through  Brush 
Creek  (now  Arlington),  only  three  miles  distant,  sounded  the  death  knell  of 
Taylorsville.  Most  of  the  buildings  worth  moving  were  hauled  over  to  Brush 
Creek,  and  with  them  most  of  the  business  people  of  the  town.  But  little 
remains  of  old  Taylorsville  except  the  beautiful  site,  a  handsome,  well-kept 
cemetery  and  one  or  two  houses  on  the  original  town  plat. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  1850,  provisions  were  made  by  the  county  com¬ 
missioners  for  the  holding  of  elections  in  several  of  the  townships  not  pre¬ 
viously  organized  into  election  precincts.  For  this  purpose  the  board  desig- 
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nated  congressional  townships  92,  range  8  (now  Smithfield),  and  93,  range  8 
(now  Westfield),  and  93,  range  9  (now  Center),  as  one  election  precinct,  to 
be  known  as  Westfield.  The  judges  of  election  in  this  territory  were  Stephen 
Ludlow,  Michael  Hinman  and  Andrew  J.  Hensley,  and  the  house  of  Stephen 
Ludlow  was  designated  as  the  place  to  hold  the  first  election.  Fairfield  town¬ 
ship  was  to  include  its  present  territory,  and,  in  addition,  the  south  half  of 
Illyria  township,  with  Jared  Taylor’s  as  the  voting  place,  and  Daniel  Finney, 
Henry  Baker  and  David  King  as  judges  of  the  election.  West  Union  town¬ 
ship  was  reorganized  at  this  time,  the  east  half  of  Dover  being  set  off  to-  that 
township,  and  the  northwest  one-fourth  of  what  is  now  Illyria  attached  to 
West  Union  for  election  purposes,  the  judges  being  W.  P.  Cavenaugh,  Henry 
F.  Smith  and  Lorenzo  Dutton.  The  election  was  ordered  held  at  the  house 
of  William  Wells.  Pleasant  Valley  toUnship,  with  its  present  boundaries  and 
the  addition  of  the  northeast  one-fourth  of  Illyria,  was  constituted  an  election 
precinct,  with  the  election  held  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Forbes,  and  he  and  John 
Conner  and  Simeon  B.  Forbes  were  the  judges.  Clermont  retained  its  boun¬ 
daries  as  at  present,  but  m>  election  was  called.  Dover  township  remained 
without  change,  and  as  at  present  organized,  and  the  election  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Eli  Elrod,  who,  with  Benjamin  Iliff  and  Jacob  Hoover  were  consti¬ 
tuted  judges  of  the  election. 

Auburn  township  was  also  reorganized  at  this  time,  and  'when  so  reorgan¬ 
ized  included  all  of  the  present  townships  of  Auburn  and  Windsor.  It  is  not 
known  that  when  attached  to  Hewitt  township,  Clayton  county,  Auburn  ever 
held  an  election,  though  it  is  presumed  that  it  did  so  at  the  time  of  the  vote  on 
county  organization.  An  election  was  ordered,  and  the  polling  place  desig¬ 
nated  at  M.  B.  Earll’s,  “at  a  newly  commenced  village  known  by  the  name  of 
Auburn,”  but  no  judges  of  election  were  appointed  for  Auburn  township  at 
that  time.  But  at  the  time  of  reorganization  an  election  was  again  ordered  at 
the  house  of  M.  B.  Earll,  who,  with  Oliver  Brown  and  James  Austin,  were 
appointed  judges  of  the  election. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  1850,  the  commissioners  ordered  elections  held  in 
all  of  these  precincts  on  the  third  Monday  in  that  month  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  into  townships,  as  set  off  at  the  October  session. 

The  first  recorded  meeting  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  of  Fay¬ 
ette  county  was  held  August  26,  1850,  probably  at  the  house  of  William 
Wells,  and  one  of  their  first  official  acts  was  the  establishment  of  four  road 
districts,  viz:  No.  1,  West  Union  township,  Henry  F.  Smith,  supervisor;  No. 
2,  Clermont  township,  Chauncey  Leverich,  supervisor;  No.  3,  Illyria  town¬ 
ship,  Oliver  P.  Gallagher,  supervisor,  and  No.  4,  Auburn  township,  with 
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Morris  B.  Earll  as  supervisor.  In  addition  to  this,  numerous  other  road  mat¬ 
ters  were  passed  upon  at  this  and  succeeding  meetings  during  the  existence 
of  ‘the  county  commissioner  system. 

It  would  seem  that  there  was  no  provision  for  the  election  of  a  school 
fund  commissioner  when  other  county  officers  were  elected,  and  Joseph  W. 
Foster  was  appointed  to  that  office  by  the  clerk  of  courts,  prosecuting  attorney 
and  sheriff,  who  assumed  that  as  there  had  been  no  election  to  that  office  they 
had  authority  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Then  the  legal  question  arose  as  to  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  a  vacancy,  since  no  one  had  ever  served  in  the  office.  To  provide 
against  all  contingencies  the  third  General  Assembly  of  the  state  was  asked  to 
legalize  the  official  acts  of  Mr.  Foster,  and  his  appointment  was  approved  by 
that  body  on  the  5th  of  February,  1851,  and  his  official  acts  made  valid  and 
binding  in  law. 

According  to  the  census  of  1850  there  was  a  population  of  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-five  souls  in  Fayette  county  when  the  organization  was  effected, 
and  of  these  one  hundred  and  two  votes  were  cast  at  the  first  general  election, 
held  in  August,  1850.  It  is  a  reasonable  presumption  that  a  full  corps  of 
county  officers  were  again  elected  at  this  general  election,  since  the  law  of 
1847,  under  the  provisions  of  which  the  county  was  organized,  so  provided. 
In  other  words,  those  officials  elected  at  the  organization  of  the  counties  were 
to  serve  only  until  the  succeeding  general  election.  But  the  records  of  this 
important  transaction,  if  ever  made,  have  been  lost  or  destroyed. 

In  April,  1851,  the  county  commissioners  voted  to  allow  Capt.  R.  R. 
Richardson  the  princely  sum  of  twenty  dollars  for  his  services  as  organizing 
sheriff  of  Fayette  county.  But  previous  to  this  they  had  decreed  that  orders 
should  be  issued  to  pay  the  judges  and  clerks  of  the  elections  held  in  July 
and  August,  1850,  and  yet  the  county  treasury  had  no  abiding  place  and  no 
money.  The  first  tax  levy  was  made  in  July,  1851,  at  which  time  six  mills 
were  levied  for  county  purposes,  three  mills  for  state  revenue,  two  mills  for 
roads  and  one  mill  for  school  purposes.  This  was  the  last  official  act  of  the 
county  commissioners,  the  county  judge  system  coming  into  operation  the  next 
month. 

But  previous  to  the  final  adjournment  of  the  board  of  county  commis¬ 
sioners  much  important  business  was  transacted,  mostly  in  establishing  roads 
and  in  ordering  elections  to  select  township  officers  and  complete  township 
organizations.  Few  of  the  roads  established  at  that  period  were  laid  out  to 

o 

correspond  with  congressional  surveys,  but  meandered  along-  streams  or  on 
the  high  ground  of  the  prairies,  regardless  of  “right  angles,”  and  were,  for 
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the  most  part,  established  only  with  a  view  to  present  needs.  As  the  years 
have  passed,  these  were  changed,  where  possible,  to  conform  to  section  lines, 
and  in  the  prairie  townships  especially  a  road  is  now  found  on  nearly  every 
section  line.  At  the  meeting  of  the  board  of  commissioners  on  January  6, 
1851,  six  road  petitions  were  favorably  acted  upon,  and  “viewers”  were  ap¬ 
pointed  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  petitioners.  Francis  S.  Palmer, 
George  Smith  and  Samuel  Holton  were  appointed  viewers  for  two  of  these 
roads,  which  ran  eastward  from  West  Union,  via  George  Smith’s;  thence 
by  the  nearest  practicable  route  to  Simeon  B.  Forbes’ ;  thence  along  the  line 
between  sections  22  and  15,  township  94,  range  7  west;  thence  due  east  to 
the  county  line.  The  other  road  over  which  these  viewers  had  jurisdiction 
was  to  commence  at  the  east  line  of  the  county  at  or  near  the  northeast  corner 
of  section  13,  township  94,  range  7  west;  thence  to  cross  the  Turkey  river  at 
the  mouth  of  Otter  creek;  thence  southwest  by  the  nearest  practicable  route, 
until  it  shall  intersect  the  road  leading  from  West  Union  to  the  county  line, 
this  being  the  road  described  in  the  preceding  description,  and  the  one  which 
established  communication  between  West  Union  and  Elgin. 

Another  road  petitioned  for  at  this  session  of  the  board  was  to  extend 
southeasterly  from  West  Union,  crossing  at  the  “upper  ford”  of  the  Volga 
and  thence  “by  the  best  route  to  the  county  line  toward  Fort  Clark.”  The 
viewers  on  this  route  were  William  P.  Cavanaugh,  William  Root  and  Thomas 
Woodle. 

Petitioners  asked  that  a  road  be  established  from  Elrod’s  mill,  running 
in  a  southeast  direction  “upon  the  most  direct  route  practicable,  by  way  of 
Turner’s,  Hoover’s,  Hartsough’s  and  Brunson’s;  thence  to  intersect  the  road 
leading  from  West  Union  to  McGregor’s  Landing,  on  the  Mississippi  river.” 
Eli  Elrod,  Hiram  Jackson  and  H.  S.  Brunson  were  appointed  viewers  on  this 
route. 

Two  other  roads  provided  for  at  this  session  extended  from  Clermont,  one 
by  way  of  Elgin  to  the  county  line  at  or  near  the  northeast  corner  of  section 
24,  township  94,  range  7  west.  The  other  took  a  southern  direction  from 
Clermont  until  it  reached  the  Turkey  river,  thence  down  the  river  to  the  section 
line  between  sections  10  and  11,  thence  due  south  to  the  quarter  post  between 
sections  22  and  23,  in  township  94,  range  7  west,  thence  on  the  best  route  to 
f.  B.  Stephenson’s,  thence  to  the  twelve-mile  post,  on  the  road  leading  from 
Elkader  to  West  Union.  Chauncey  Leverich,  John  Conner  and  James  B. 
Stephenson  were  appointed  viewers  on  both  of  these  roads,  with  instructions 
to  meet  and  report  at  Clermont  on  the  24th  day  of  February,  1851. 
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Tt  will  be  noticed  that  the  principal  thoroughfares  of  the  county  were 
established  through  the  rougher  timbered  sections,  the  prairie  roads  being 
established  at  a  much  later  date.  The  topography  of  the  county  was  such  that 
a  team  could  be  driven  over  the  prairie  districts  without  serious  trouble,  and 
trails  were  soon  established  between  the  principal  points,  and  so  continued  until 
the  fencing  of  farms  forced  the  establishment  of  public  roads. 

In  later  years  some  attention  has  been  given  to-  the  matter  of  “good 
roads,  ’  and  considerable  agitation  of  the  question  has  been  brought  out  in 
farmers’  conventions,  public  speeches  and  in  the  newspapers.  But,  unfortu¬ 
nately,  the  results  are  not  yet  apparent  to  any  considerable  extent,  though  the 
use  of  improved  roads  machinery  has  enabled  the  people  to  accomplish  much 
more  work  with  the  means  at  hand  than  in  earlier  years,  while  a  sentiment 
favorable  to  better  roads  has  stimulated  the  workers  to  greater  and  more  in¬ 
telligent  effort.  But,  except  in  the  towns  and  villages,  the  use  of  crushed 
rock  or  gravel  has  not  been  introduced  as  a  road-builder.  Turnpiking  is  about 
the  only  improvement  over  the  earth  roads  of  earlier  years,  though  the  hollow 
log  and  “corduroy”  culvert  have  given  place  to  the  modern  system  of  metallic 
or  earthenware  culverts.  But  the  highways  of  Fayette  county  compare  favor¬ 
ably  with  those  of  any  other  agricultural  county  in  the  state,  while  the  bridges 
excel  most  of  such  structures  in  northeastern  Iowa.  The  people  have  always 
been  liberal  in  authorizing  the  expenditure  of  public  money  for  the  common 
good,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  stream  in  Fayette  county  that  is  not  properly 
bridged,  many  of  such  structures  being  built  according*  to  the  latest  and  most 
scientific  knowledge  in  bridge-building.  The  expenditure  for  bridges  in  the 
county  during  the  ten  years  ending  with  December  31,  1908,  was  two  hundred 
and  seventy-one  thousand,  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars  and  forty-nine 
cents,  or  a  yearly  average  of  over  twenty-seven  thousand  dollars.  The  road 
fund  provided  by  taxation  for  the  year  1908  was  twenty-six  thousand,  six  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  dollars,  about  equally  distributed  among  the  twenty  town¬ 
ships,  and  mostly  expended  for  labor,  tools  and  culvert  material.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  this,  each  of  the  thirteen  incorporated  towns  and  cities  provide  the 
means  of  working  their  own  streets  and  therein  thousands  of  dollars  are  an¬ 
nually  spent.  The  cement  walk  fad  has  also  struck  the  county,  and  the  smallest 
of  our  incorporated  towns,  as  well  as  the  larger  ones,  are  instituting  a  com¬ 
mendable  rivalry  in  the  matter  of  excelling  their  competitors  in  building  walks. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  experimental  stage  will  soon  be  passed,  and  that  this 
industry  will  take  its  place  along  with  others  of  permanence  and  durability. 
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MORE  EARLY  SETTLERS. 

Mention  has  been  made  of  the  earliest  settlers,  or  those  who  located  in 
the  county  prior  to  1850.  But  in  the  year  last  written  the  population  of  the 
county  increased  rapidly.  In  1850  there  were  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five 
inhabitants,  and  by  1851  this  number  had  increased  to  one  thousand,  two  hun¬ 
dred;  in  1852  the  population  was  two  thousand  and  sixty-five;  in  1854  it 
was  five  thousand  and  forty-two;  in  1855  it  had  grown  to  eight  thousand, 
two  hundred  and  seventy-five,  while  in  1859  there  were  eleven  thousand,  three 
hundred  and  one.  It  is  evident  that  this  rapid  increase  in  population  stimu¬ 
lated  industrial  progress  and  added  a  new  impetus  to  general  progression. 
Land  entries  increased  with  the  increase  in  population,  churches  and  schools 
were  organized,  mills  were  built  and  roads  established  to  accommodate  the 
people.  By  the  year  1859  the  first  comers  were  considered  “old  settlers,”  and 
it  is  true  that  none  of  their  later  followers  endured  the  hardships  and  privations 
of  the  earliest  pioneers. 

It  would  be  impossible  at  this  late  date  to  record  the  names  of  all  who 
became  residents  of  Fayette  county  during  the  early  years  of  settlement; 
and  if,  in  an  effort  to  do  so,  any  are  omitted,  the  reader  will  kindly  consider 
the  magnitude  of  the  task,  and  not  attribute  the  omission  to  any  desire  to  be 
unfair  or  discriminating  in  the  selection  of  names.  From  1850  until  i860, 
nine-tenths  of  the  land  in  Fayette  county  open  to  settlement  was  entered  at 
the  government  price  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  an  acre.  But  much 
of  it  was  entered  by  speculators  and  considerable  on  land  warrants  issued  to 
soldiers  of  the  Mexican  war.  The  latter  usually  was  occupied  by  actual  set¬ 
tlers,  but  the  speculators — then,  as  now — held  the  land  for  the  rise  in  value, 
and  for  a  long  period  of  years  controlled  some  of  the  most  valuable  timber 
lands  in  the  county.  The  only  recourse  which  the  actual  settlers  had  upon 
them  was  in  levying  high  road  taxes  against  such  property,  the  settlers  in 
almost  all  cases  paying  their  own  road  taxes  in  labor,  the  prices  for  which 
were  fixed  in  accord  with  the  five-mill  levy  (that  being  the  highest  limit), 
while  the  non-resident  speculator  paid  in  cash.  Undoubtedly  this  system  of 
levying  road  taxes  brought  some  hardships  to  the  settlers  who  sought,  in  later 
years,  to  buy  this  “speculator  land,”  since  through  their  own  manipulations  a 
fictitious  value  had  been  established. 

The  population  of  the  county  was  considerably  augmented  during  the 
year  1850,  and  we  will  give  the  names  of  those  who  came  during  that  period, 
with  the  explanation  that  we  do  not  consider  them  any  more  entitled  to  this 
distinction  than  those  who  came  a  few  monhs  later,  or  in  any  period  of  the 
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early  fifties.  But  since  it  is  impossible  to  mention  all  the  early  settlers  of  a 
later  period  than  1850,  we  must  be  content  to  give  the  record  of  those  who 
have  become  identified  with  the  county’s  history  in  later  years. 

Samuel  Holton  first  settled  in  Illyria  township,  where  he  was  township 
clerk,  assessor  and,  for  a  brief  period,  postmaster.  He  moved  to  West  Union 
more  than  forty  years  ago,  and  was  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  with  H. 
B.  Hoyt  for  many  years.  He  finally  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  alone, 
and  continued  in  that  line  until  he  retired,  a  short  time  before  his  death.  Mr. 
Holton’s  wife,  who  was  Mary  Strong,  came  to  the  county  at  the  same  time 
Mrs.  Dutton  came,  and  died  in  Ohio  soon  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  who 
died  in  West  Union.  A  brother  of  Mrs.  Holton,  Charles  W.  Strong,  a  very 
early  pioneer  of  Illyria,  owns  the  same  farm  he  has  occupied  for  more  than 
forty-five  years.  Like  his  neighbor,  “Uncle”  Robert  H.  May,  he  is  one  of  the 
few  survivors  of  the  pioneer  period,  and  a  citizen  of  more  than  ordinary  use¬ 
fulness  in  his  day.  [R.  H.  May  died  since  the  above  was  written.] 

Harrison  Butler  (“Elder  Butler,’’  as  he  was  better  known)  settled  on  the 
farm  in  Westfield,  where  his  life  was  spent.  He  reared  a  large  family,  all  of 
whom,  we  believe,  except  Mrs.  B.  W.  Finch  and  Joseph  Butler,  now  living  in 
West  Union,  were  born  in  this  county,  and  the  survivors  still  live  here. 

Elisha  Hartsough  first  settled  in  Dover  township,  but  soon  removed  to 
Center,  where  he  resided  for  many  years.  He  died  in  Fayette.  He  was  the 
father  of  Rev.  William  Hartsough,  of  whom  more  extended  notice  is  given 
in  the  military  chapter. 

John  T.  Hanna  settled  on  a  farm  in  Westfield  township,  but  most  of  his 
life  in  the  county  was  spent  in  the  hotel  business  in  West  Union,  Fayette  and 
elsewhere. 

Samuel  H.  Robertson  was  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  Fayette  and  built 
the  first  frame  house  on  the  village  plat,  though  some  four  years  before  the 
town  was  platted.  Mr.  Robertson  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Upper  Iowa 
University,  as  appears  more  fully  in  the  article  on  that  subject.  He  died  in 
Fayette  in  1899. 

Rev.  Harvey  S.  Brunson  was  one  of  the  most  useful  and  active  men  of 
his  time.  He  came  to  this  county  in  1850  and  settled  on  a  claim  north  of  West 
Union,  where  he  remained  until  1864.  In  that  year  he  moved  to  Fayette  and 
remained  an  honored  resident  of  that  town  until  his  death.  He  was  a  min¬ 
ister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  from  1840  until  his  book  of  life  was 
closed.  He  served  the  church  in  every  capacity  assigned  to  the  pioneer  min¬ 
ister,  and  rounded  out  nearly  sixty-five  years  of  very  active  work,  not  alone  in 
the  church,  but  in  various  official  capacities,  to  which  he  brought  a  high  degree 
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of  intelligence  and  capability.  He  served  a  term  in  the  State  Senate,  begin¬ 
ning-  in  1863,  that  most  trying  period  in  the  history  of  the  nation.  He  was 
an  honored  member  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  served  the  people  in  various  capacities  of  lesser  importance,  but  always 
with  that  unwavering  fidelity  which  characterized  his  entire  life.  He  reared 
a  family  in  whom  any  parent  could  justly  feel  a  commendable  pride.  The 
family  residence  was  moved  to  Fayette  in  1864  that  the  children  might  have 
the  advantages  of  higher  education,  as  afforded  by  the  Upper  Iowa  University, 
of  which  Mr.  Brunson  was  a  trustee  for  many  years.  He  attained  a  ripe  old 
age,  having  celebrated  his  ninetieth  birthday  on  May  10,  1904,  and  was  then 
in  the  full  possession  of  all  his  faculties.  He  preached  an  eloquent  sermon  on 
the  Sunday  following,  from  Hebrews  ii :  10.  The  death  of  this  venerable 
pioneer  occurred  at  his  home  in  Fayette,  December  8,  1905. 

William  Morras,  a  native  of  England,  located  in  Illyria  township  in  1850, 
on  the  farm  which  subsequently  was  purchased  by  the  county  for  a  poor-farm. 
This  title,  however,  was  a  “misnomer,”  in  that  it  was,  and  is  today,  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  township.  Mr.  Morras  removed  to  Westfield  township, 
where  he  owned  and  operated  the  Homewod  farm  until  some  time  in  the  seven¬ 
ties,  when  he  sold  out  and  went  to  the  Pacific  coast,  where  he  died. 

Remembrance  Lippincott  located  just  east  of  West  Union  and  remained 
here  for  many  years.  “The  old  Lippincott  farm”  is  an  accurate  designation  of 
the  locality,  even  at  the  present  day,  and  is  fully  understood  by  the  younger 
generation. 

James  Holmes  first  located,  temporarily,  in  Dover  township,  but  entered 
land  a  mile  south  of  West  Union,  and  owned  his  original  entry  until  his  death. 
He  was  a  soldier  during  the  Civil  war,  serving  three  years  in  the  Sixth  Iowa 
Cavalry.  His  death  occurred  in  West  Union,  where  his  widow  and  some  of 
his  children  still  live. 

C.  C.  Finch,  of  Fayette,  was  an  early  settler  in  Illyria,  but  does  not  come 
within  the  1850  list,  though  his  wife  does.  She  was  Miss  Sarah  Gibbon. 

B.  W.  Finch,  late  of  West  Union,  a  cousin  of  the  above,  came  to  the 
county  in  1857  and  was  a  pioneer  teacher  until  the  Civil  war,  when  he  en¬ 
listed  in  the  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Regiment  and  served  three  years.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  E.  Butler,  daughter  of  the  pioneer,  Harrison  Butler,  and  she  came 
to  the  county  with  her  parents  in  1850.  Mr.  Finch  was  a  man  of  sterling  in¬ 
tegrity  and  upright  character.  For  many  years  he  was  in  the  grocery  business 
in  West  Union,  and  also  served  a  number  of  years  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
A  more  complete  sketch  of  him  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
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Mrs.  Abba  J.  Cullen,  Mrs.  Roxena  Smith,  N.  W.  Butler  (another  family 
of  Butlers),  J.  T.  Bishop,  John  Burke,  L.  C.  Phillips,  Chauncey  Smith  and 
H.  C.  Martin  were  all  among-  the  arrivals  in  1850.  Several  of  these  are  still 
living  in  the  county,  and  all  have  left  their  impress  as  early  pioneers. 

John  R.  Cook,  son  of  Daniel  Cook,  who  opened  the  first  mercantile  estab¬ 
lishment  in  West  Union,  and  commenced  the  building  of  the  first  hotel,  the 
“United  States  House,”  came  with  the  parental  family  and  has  been  a  con¬ 
tinuous  resident  of  West  Union  since.  For  many  years  he  was  associated 
with  John  Owens  in  the  stock  and  implement  business,  but  during  the  last  eight 
or  ten  years  he  has  been  special  excursion  agent  for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company.  In  these  various  capacities  Mr.  Cook  came  in 
contact  with  people  from  every  locality  in  this  and  adjoining  counties,  and  is 
probably  the  most  generally  known  of  any  man  in  Fayette  county. 

George  L.  Whitely  and  his  family  came  in  this  year,  and  his  sons,  Fred, 
Henry  and  George,  are  still  well  known  residents  of  the  county. 

Oscar  W.  Rogers,  son  of  Hon.  J.  W.  Rogers,  was  born  in  West  Union, 
in  October,  1850,  and  became  a  lawyer  of  some  prominence  in  his  native 
county.  But  he  retired  from  the  profession  and  engaged  in  other  lines  of 
business,  in  the  prosecution  of  which  he  was  called  to  other  cities.  For  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  he  was  located  in  New  York,  where  he  was  interested  as  a  pro¬ 
moter  of  some  mechanical  devices  in  railroading  and  electrical  appliances.  Just 
as  success  seemed  within  his  grasp  he  was  called  from  earth,  in  the  prime  of 
life  and  apparent  good  health. 

Another  native  of  the  county,  born  in  1850,  is  Robert  L.  Newton,  of 
Arlington.  He  is  a  son  of  P.  F.  Newton,  who  came  to  the  county  in  1846. 

Joseph  McGee,  a  veteran  of  the  Mexican  war,  entered  land  in  Westfield 
township  in  1850,  and  has  remained  there  to  the  present.  He  served 
under  Capt.  Zach.  Taylor,  afterward  President  of  the  United  States,  and  was 
with  General  Scott  at  the  capture  of  the  city  of  Mexico.  He  participated 
in  five  engagement's,  in  one  of  which  he  was  wounded,  and  draws  a 
pension  for  resulting  disabilities;  but  in  later  years  all  veterans  of  that  war 
were  granted  pensions,  regardless  of  disabilities.  G.  H.  Thomas,  late  of 
West  Union,  and  an  early  pioneer  merchant,  was  also  a  veteran  of  the  Mex¬ 
ican  war. 

James  A.  Iliff  is  another  native  of  the  county  who  was  born  in  1850,  and 
enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  white  child  born  in  Dover  township. 
His  father,  Benjamin  Iliff,  located  there  in  1849,  and  was  the  first  settler  near 
Eldorado.  The  land  which  he  entered  at  that  time  has  never  been  transferred 
but  once.  James  Iliff  has  spent  most  of  his  mature  years  in  West  Union, 
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where  he  owns  a  pleasant  home  and  a  small  farm.  He  served  several  years 
as  a  constable,  and  is  recognized  as  an  aggressive  temperance  worker.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  pump  and  wind-mill  business,  but  now 
gives  his  attention  to  fire  insurance.  His  son,  Ben  Iliff,  is  deputy  state  dairy 
commissioner,  while  another  son,  Royal,  is  a  mail  carrier  on  a  rural  route  out 
of  West  Union.  His  son,  Earle,  is  a  student  in  electrical  engineering  and 
surveying  under  the  tuition  of  his  uncle,  J.  N.  Iliff,  another  pioneer  of  this 
county. 

The  Brooks  family  in  Fairfield  township  was  a  numerous  and  prominent 
one  in  early  days,  coming  to  the  county  in  1847.  The  last  one  of  the  original 
family  was  Nelson,  who  sold  out  and  removed  to  Oklahoma  a  few  years  ago, 
after  a  residence  of  fifty-five  years  near  his  old  parental  home.  All  the  older 
members  of  this  family  have  died  or  removed  from  the  county,  though  a  few 
of  the  younger  generations  remain  to  perpetuate  the  name. 

Sylvester  Underwood  and  wife  came  to  the  county  in  1850,  the  former 
being  prominently  identified  with  the  early  history  of  the  Fayette  County 
Agricultural  Society,  and  with  the  social  and  political  affairs  of  Clermont, 
where  the  family  home  was  maintained  for  a  great  many  years.  “Squire”  Un¬ 
derwood  was  a  resident  of  the  county  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  was 
well  and  favorably  known.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  Clermont. 

James  George  came  in  1850,  and  located  in  Dover  township,  where  he 
lived  until  his  retirement  a  few  years  before  his  death,  when  he  moved  to 
West  Union,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  advanced  old  age.  Their  son, 
Henry  C.  George,  lost  his  life  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  They  then  adopted  an 
infant  whom  they  named  for  the  lost  son,  and  who  now  owns  and  operates  the 
old  parental  homestead  in  Dover  township.  See  personal  sketch  of  Henry 
George.  Mrs.  George  was,  in  maidenhood,  Sarah  A.  Albright,  and  in  her 
youth  became  the  wife  of  John  W.  Cooley,  with  whom  she  came  to  this  county 
in  1850,  and  located  on  a  claim  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  about  two  miles 
from  Elgin.  There  Mr.  Cooley  died.  Their  son,  the  late  James  C.  Cooley, 
of  Elgin,  accompanied  his  parents,  the  family  coming  from  near  LaPorte, 
Indiana.  James  C.  Cooley  was  a  member  of  Company  H,  Thirty-eighth 
IoWa  Infantry,  and  served  three  years  in  the  Civil  war.  He  died  in  Elgin  a 
few  years  ago.  Mrs.  James  George  was  a  sister  of  Rev.  William  K.  and 
John  O.  Albright,  who  located  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Illyria  township  in 
1854,  and  remained  there  until  they  died,  both  being  well  advanced  in  years. 
Rev.  William  K.  Albright  was  an  early  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
denomination,  and  his  son,  Rev.  W.  F.  Albright,  has  served  a  number  of  years 
as  a  missionary  in  China. 
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William  Harper  came  to  this  county  in  1850,  and  six  years  later  located 
on  the  farm  which  is  known  to  this  day  as  “the  Harper  place.”  He  and  his 
wife,  who  was  Elizabeth  Cruzan,  reared  a  large  family  of  children,  some  of 
whom  still  reside  in  the  county,  while  several  have  died  and  others  removed 
to  other  localities.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harper  died  on  the  farm  which  was 
the  family  home  for  many  years. 

John  Knox,  a  native  of  Ireland,  came  to  West  Union  in  1850  and  re¬ 
sided  on  a  farm  near  by  until  the  infirmities  of  old  age  compelled  his  retire¬ 
ment.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  West  Union  in  advanced  old  asre. 

E.  N.  Phillips  is  a  man  well  remembered  by  all  early  settlers  of  the  county, 
and  one  of  whom  it  may  be  truthfully  said  “he  gave  his  life  for  his  country.” 
He  came  to  this  county  in  1850.  In  1862  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Com¬ 
pany  H,  Eighteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  received  a  wound  on  the  8th  of 
January,  1863,  at  Springfield,  Missouri,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  never 
recovered.  Being  discharged  by  reason  of  the  resultant  disability,  he  returned 
to  West  Union  and  was  commissioned  postmaster,  a  position  he  held  until  his 
death,  though  he  died  in  Colorado,  where  he  had  gone  in  hopes  of  recovering 
his  health.  His  widow,  "who  was  Emma  Cox,  and  a  daughter  of  an  early 
pioneer,  Thomas  Cox,  still  resides  in  West  Union,  true  to  the  name  and  mem¬ 
ory  of  her  soldier  husband.  But  one  of  their  three  children,  Everett  M.,  is  now 
a  resident  of  the  county.  He  married  the  daughter,  and  only  child,  of  another 
early  settler  and  patriot  who  lost  his  life  in  the  Civil  war.  This  was  Milo 
Lacy,  who  enlisted  from  West  Union,  and  whose  death  occurred  three  years 
after  his  discharge,  from  disabilities  incurred  in  service.  His  wife,  who  in 
maidenhood  was  Jennie  E.  Hines,  is  another  faithful  war  widow  who  still 
cherishes  the  name  and  memory  of  her  soldier-husband.  She  spent  her  earlier 
years  as  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county,  in  which  profession  she 
attained  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  successful  and  popular  educator.  During 
her  many  years  in  the  school  room  she  not  only  reared  and  educated  her  only 
child,  Anna  Lacy,  but  also  laid  aside  the  nucleus  to  a  pleasant  and  valuable 
home  in  West  Union,  where  the  family  now  lives.  Miss  Anna  became  the 
wife  of  Everett  M.  Phillips,  of  whom  mention  is  made  above. 

Joseph  W.  Foster  came  with  his  wife,  who  was  Aurilla  Griffith,  on  the 
4th  of  July,  1850.  Mr.  Foster  was  the  first  school  fund  commissioner  in  the 
county,  and  \vas  otherwise  prominent  in  the  organization  period.  His  wife 
survived  him  many  years. 

F.  S.  Palmer  was  an  early  merchant  in  Clermont.  He  also  served  several 
years  as  county  surveyor,  and  was  often  employed  as  a  viewer  of  proposed 
roads,  his  knowledge  of  surveying  giving  him  special  qualifications  in  this 
respect. 
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Edwin  Stedman  came  from  Ohio  to  Clermont  in  1850,  and  was  an  early 
hardware  merchant  there,  in  which  business  he  continued  for  many  years.  It 
is  said  that  his  wife  was  the  first  school  teacher  in  Clermont,  and  however  that 
may  be,  it  is  known  that  she  was  among  the  first.  Her  death  occurred  in 
1862.  Edwin  Stedman  was  an  honored  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors 
under  the  old  system  of  electing  one  member  from  each  township,  and  served 
on  the  board  during  nearly  the  entire  period  covered  by  that  system. 

Andrew  Martin  was  another  “Buckeye”  who  came  to  Clermont  in  1850. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  mechanic.  His  wife,  who  was  Alvesta  Sawyer,  came 
the  same  year  as  Mr.  Martin,  though  they  were  married  in  Fayette  county. 

John  Phillips  came  from  Illinois  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  West  Union. 
He  was  a  native  of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  and  was  married  there,  in 
1832,  to  Mary  Reeve,  who  came  here  with  him  in  1850.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
died  on  the  land  upon  which  they  settled. 

The  Rosier  family  was  among  the  early  settlers  of  West  Union  township. 
There  were  three  brothers  who  were  best  known  in  the  county,  Jacob  K., 
George  N.  and  Frank  P.  They  came  from  Logan  county,  Ohio,  and  soon 
became  identified  With  the  best  interests  of  early-day  farming.  All  removed 
from  the  county  within  comparatively  recent  years.  Lawrence  Rosier  was 
born  in  Clayton  county  in  1850,  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  this  county  the 
same  year.  He  is  the  eldest  son  of  Jacob  K.  Rosier,  and  is  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  stock  raiser  in  the  county  at  present. 

A.  C.  South  came  to  Fayette  county  in  1849  and  lived  on  his  farm  near 
West  Union  during  his  remaining  years  of  life.  He  and  his  wife,  who  was 
Anceline  Billings,  reared  a  family  of  eleven  children.  Mr.  South  served  two 
terms  as  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county.  Dr.  J.  H.  Stafford  and  wife  brought 
their  family  to  West  Union  in  1850  and  the  Doctor  built  and  kept  the  first 
public  house  in  the  town.  His  son,  D.  C.,  came  with  his  parents  and 
is  today  numbered  among  the  few  surviving  settlers  of  that  period. 
He  lives  in  West  Union,  where  his  father  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age  and 
died  here.  Palmer  F.  Newton,  before  mentioned  in  connection  with  mention 
of  R.  L.  Newton,  of  Arlington,  came  to  this  county  November  11,  1847,  and 
lived  on  his  farm  near  Arlington  (formerly  Brush  Creek)  until  his  death,  in 
advanced  old  age.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  Fairfield  township,  and 
the  family  has  been  prominently  identified  with  educational  affairs  in  the 
county,  at  least  three  of  his  children  being  successful  teachers  in  the  public 
schools. 

Killen  Voshell  settled  in  this  county  in  1848.  He  married  Thankful 
Perkins,  a  representative  of  another  pioneer  family  in  the  vicinity  of  Brush 
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Creek,  and  reared  a  family  of  six  children,  most  of  whom  still  reside  in  the 
vicinity  of  their  birthplace. 

John  McMillan,  late  of  Elgin,  but  for  many  years  a  prosperous  farmer  in 
Illyria  township,  came  to  Iowa  011  a  prospecting  tour  in  1850,  but  did  not 
bring  his  family  here  until  the  next  year.  He  located  on  the  northwest  quarter 
of  section  5,  and  entered  the  land  at  Dubuque.  He  brought  his  family  from 
Janesville,  Wisconsin,  in  a  wagon  drawn  by  four  yoke  of  oven,  having  also 
the  necessary  appliances  for  commencing  the  work  of  opening  up  a  new  farm, 
which  was  mostly  timber  land.  At  this  time  there  was  but  one  house  between 
McMillan’s  and  Elkader,  a  distance  of  some  fifteen  miles.  John  McMillan 
thus  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  northern  Illyria,  and  in  point  of  use¬ 
fulness  and  prominence  so  continued  during  his  long  sojourn  in  that  locality. 
One  of  the  early  postoffices  of  the  county  was  located  at  his  house,  on  a  route 
established  between  Independence  and  McGregor,  and  a  brother  of  the  writer 
carried  the  mails  between  these  points  across  the  trackless  prairies  of  Buchanan 
and  Fayette  counties.  The  motive  power  was  a  small  mule  named  Bob,  and 
Bob  and  Eli  became  well  known  to  the  patrons  on  the  route,  and  were  eagerly 
loked  for  as  the  only  means  of  communication  with  the  outside  world.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  first  year  of  the  Civil  war  the  people  used  to  line  up  along  the  road  and 
interrogate  the  boy  as  to  the  “war  news,”  but  the  next  year  he  enlisted  and 
went  to  the  front  to  assist  in  making  “war  news,”  and  Bob  and  the  mail  pouch 
became  the  charges  of  another.  Mr.  McMillan  has  told  the  writer  that  many 
times  he  feared  the  delicate  boy  would  be  unable  to  withstand  the  rigors  of 
an  old-time  Iowa  winter,  but  he  always  was  “on  time.” 

During  the  later  years  of  his  life  John  McMillan  and  his  son,  Henry, 
owned  and  operated  the  lime  kilns  west  of  Elgin,  but  the  father  retired  from 
active  labors  some  time  before  his  death  in  1908.  John  McMillan  is  authority 
for  the  statement  that  there  were  but  three  hundred  voters  in  Fayette  county 
in  the  fall  of  1851,  divided  as  follows:  One  hundred  and  seventy-five  Whigs 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  Democrats. 

It  is  not  assumed  that  the  foregoing  is  a  complete  record  of  all  the 
pioneers  who  settled  in  Fayette  county  in  1850,  but  further  mention  will  be 
given,  not  only  of  that  class,  but  of  other  early  settlers  and  prominent  people, 
in  connection  with  the  township  and  village  histories.  This  is  considered  the 
more  rational  method,  since  it  cannot  be  assumed  that  the  bare  fact  that  a 
family  settled  here  on  a  definite  date  supersedes  in  importance  the  achieve¬ 
ments  of  a  later  comer,  whose  life  record  is  indelibly  fixed  as  a  part  of  Fayette 
county  history. 

We  will  therefore  conclude  this  chapter  and  reserve  for  another  a.  few 


92 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


reminiscences  of  pioneer  days,  characteristic  of  the  times,  and  relate  further 
personal  experiences  in  connection  with  the  history  of  the  towns  and  town¬ 
ships  where  the  participants  were  located.  Of  the  first  of  these  attention  is 
called  to  a  land-hunting  trip  of  our  venerable  ex-governor,  who  relates  his 
experiences  in  his  own  terse  and  comprehensive  manner.  The  article  first  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  “Annals  of  Iowa,”  in  1893,  and  is  republished  here  with  the 
permission  of  Mr.  Larrabee.  It  is  entitled,  “Lost  in  a  Snow  Storm.” 


CHAPTER  IV. 


PIONEER  REMINISCENCES. 

“The  winter  of  1856-57  was  unusually  severe  in  the  Northwest — in  fact, 
none  ever  equalled  it  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  settler.  Snow  fell  to  an 
enormous  depth,  and  the  mercury  not  infrequently  ranged  from  twenty  degrees 
to  forty  degrees  below  zero  for  several  days  in  succession.  A  series  of  great 
storms — now  called  ‘blizzards’ — from  the  boreal  regions  swept  the  prairies, 
whirling  the  dust  of  the  powdery  snow  in  a  wild  dance  and  piling  up  large 
banks  wherever  natural  or  artificial  obstacles  interrupted  their  turbulent  course. 
During  that  long  and  severe  winter  nearly  all  the  deer  in  northern  Iowa  were 
destroyed  by  freezing  and  starving  to  death,  while  others  got  fastened  in 
the  crusted  snow  and  were  killed  by  the  merciless  settlers  while  in  this  help¬ 
less  condition.  Few  of  the  frontier  people  were  prepared  for  such  a  winter, 
and  certainly  none  had  anticipated  it.  Thousands  suffered  for  want  of  cloth¬ 
ing  and  fuel,  and  many  a  man  overtaken  by  a  blinding  storm,  or  tired  out, 
wandered  through  the  deep  snow,  froze  to  death  on  the  prairies,  perhaps  only 
a  stone’s  throw  from  his  home.  Such  winters,  fortunately,  are  not  of  fre¬ 
quent  occurrence,  even  in  the  Northwest.  Moreover,  the  people  of  this  region 
have  learned  to  provide  for  cold  weather,  and  probably  keep  now  as  com¬ 
fortable  and  get  as  much  enjoyment  out  of  the  cold  season  as  their  countrymen 
South  or  East. 

“During  the  month  of  December,  1856,  with  my  year’s  earnings  in  my 
pocket,  I  journeyed  through  the  southeastern  part  of  Minnesota  with  a  view 
to  select  a  good  quarter  section  of  government  land.  I  finally  made  my  choice, 
and  then,  to  enter  the  land,  set  out  for  Winona,  where  the  land  office  was 
located. 

“On  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  December  I  left  Mantorville  and  walked 
a  distance  of  about  seventeen  miles,  where  I  arrived  about  four  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon.  It  had  commenced  snowing  before  I  had  reached  that  town,  but 
anxious  to  make  a  few  more  miles  before  dark,  and  hoping  to  find  an  inn  on 
the  road,  I  took  luncheon  at  Rochester  and  again  pursued  my  journey. 

“As  night  approached  a  fierce  wind  arose  and  enwrapped  me  in  blinding- 
eddies  of  snow.  The  road  followed  a  ridge  between  the  Zumbro  and  Root 
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rivers.  There  was  no  house,  no  fence  or  other  landmark  in  sight.  At  first 
a  well-beaten  track  served  as  my  guide,  but  this  was  soon  obliterated  by  the 
drifting  snow.  I  found  that  I  had  lost  the  road  and  was  forced  to  rely  upon 
the  wind  to  indicate  my  course.  The  snow  was  from  one  and  a  half  to  two 
feet  deep  and  was  covered  with  an  icy  crust.  Having  already  walked  more 
than  twenty  miles,  I  plodded  wearily  along  through  the  sea  of  snow. 

“The  wind  increased  in  severity  as  the  night  wore  along,  and  every  new 
gust  seemed  to  be  ushered  from  a  more  furious  howl.  The  high,  treeless 
prairie  presented  no  obstacles  to  the  icy  wave.  As  the  blasts  swept  by  me  they 
seemed  to  penetrate  every  pore  of  my  body.  I  was  but  thinly  clad,  like  other 
new  comers.  I  had  not  yet  learned  to  properly  protect  myself  against  the 
severity  of  the  weather  in  the  West.  I  wore  neither  overcoat  nor  overshoes, 
a  pair  of  stockings  and  cowhide  boots  forming  my  sole  footgear.  For  a  few 
steps  the  snow  would  bear  my  weight  and  then  suddenly  give  way  below  me ; 
and  as  I  fell  headlong  upon  the  snow  or  broke  through  its  crust  the  fine 
crystals  worked  into  my  boots  and,  gradually  melting  there,  chilled  my  feet 
until  their  numbness  reminded  me  that  they  were  beginning  to  freeze.  My 
body,  however,  was  freely  perspiring  from  the  severe  physical  exercise,  and 
perhaps  also  in  consequence  of  the  fear  occasioned  by  the  thought  of  freezing 
to  death. 

“I  had  probably  traveled  eight  or  ten  hours  and  was  from  ten  to  twelve 
miles  out  of  Rochester  before  I  fully  realized  the  desperateness  of  my  situa¬ 
tion.  I  had  no  means  of  knowing  how  far  I  had  strayed  from  the  highroad ; 
I  had  walked  mile  after  mile  without  discovering  the  least  trace  of  a  settle¬ 
ment,  and  the  chances  of  finding  a  human  habitation  during  the  remainder  of 
the  night  were  small  indeed.  The  whole  landscape  seemed  to  be  wrapped  in 
a  cloud  of  white  dust,  and  unless  the  glimmer  of  a  light  happened  to  penetrate 
the  snow-filled  air  I  was  almost  as  liable  to  step  upon  a  milestone  below  the 
snow  as  to  find  a  human  residence  while  groping  through  the  blinding  storm. 

“It  could  not  be  far  from  midnight,  and  as  I  was  well  aware  that  farmers 
are  wont  to  retire  early  the  hope  of  being  rescued  by  a  guiding  light  appeared 
to  me  extremely  slight. 

“Somewhat  discouraged,  I  paused  to  consider  the  advisability  of  turning 
around  to  find  my  way  back  to  Rochester,  but  a  moment’s  reflection  convinced 
me  of  the  utter  impracticability  of  such  an  undertaking.  I  had  but  little 
chance  to  retrace  my  steps  successfully.  Besides  this,  it  would  have  been  an 
all  night’s  journey,  and  I  was  too  much  exhausted  for  such  a  task.  The  grow¬ 
ing  numbness  of  my  feet  and  the  drowsiness  which  was  gradually  stealing 
over  me  made  me  realize  more  and  more  the  extreme  danger  into  which  I  had 
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placed  myself.  Feeling  that  possibly  but  a  few  hours  at  the  farthest  remained 
during  which  I  could  hope  to  use  my  lower  extremities,  I  determined  to  make 
the  best  of  my  time  and  pushed  on. 

“The  rage  of  the  storm  seemed  to  increase  from  minute  to  minute. 
Toward  midnight,  with  a  temperature  of  from  twenty  to  forty  degrees  below 
zero,  the  wind  blew  at  the  rate  of  fifty  miles  an  hour.  Overpowered  by  the 
conviction  that  I  could  not  hold  out  much  longer,  I  occasionally  halloed  as 
loud  as  my  strength  would  permit  in  the  hope  of  making  myself  heard  by 
someone.  But  the  maddened  winds  only  seemed  to  mock  me  in  my  efforts. 

“With  death  staring  me  in  the  face,  I  could  not  help  speculating  upon  the 
probable  fate  of  my  body.  It  flashed  through  my  mind  that  the  wolves  would 
likely  pick  my  bones,  and  that  when  my  skeleton  would  be  found  in  the  spring 
and  my  identity  discovered  or  surmised,  the  newspapers  would  contain  an  item 
to  the  effect  that  I  had  been  found  dead  on  the  prairie  between  Rochester  and 
Winona,  that  presumably  I  had  partaken  too  freely  of  liquor  and,  straying 
from  the  road,  had  frozen  to  death.  As  I  had  never  even  tasted  liquor,  this 
thought  worried  me  greatly  and  seemed  to  revive  my  flagging  energies.  From 
that  day  to  this  I  have  been  careful  not  to  ascribe  any  serious  accident  to  in¬ 
toxication  unless  indications  clearly  justified  such  a  charge. 

“While  these  and  similar  thoughts  were  still  engaging  my  mind  I  came 
to  a  partly  constructed  pioneer  cabin.  The  structure  consisted  only  of  four 
walls  of  roughly  joined  logs.  It  had  neither  roof  nor  door,  nor  windows,  and 
the  logs  were  not  even  chinked.  Someone  had  probably  commenced  building 
the  cabin  on  his  claim  late  in  the  fall,  but  had  been  compelled  by  the  approach 
of  winter  to  abandon  it. 

“The  discovery  of  this  symbol  of  pioneer  civilization  in  the  snowy  desert 
greatly  encouraged  me,  and  at  once  I  resolved  to  make  it  my  headquarters  for 
further  exploration.  A  short  survey  of  this  airy  resort  fully  convinced  me 
that  to  rest  here  was  to  surrender  to  grim  death  without  a  struggle.  Remem¬ 
bering  that  there  is  a  well  marked  disposition  among  pioneers  to  settle  in 
clusters,  I  determined  to  walk  in  a  wide  circle  around  the  embryo  cabin  in  the 
hope  of  finding  some  human  habitation  near  it. 

“Taking  a  radius  of  about  sixty  or  eighty  rods,  I  proceeded  to  carry  out 
my  plan.  I  had  passed  not  much  more  than  half  round  the  circle  when,  after 
surmounting  a  high  swell  in  the  prairie,  I  discovered  a.  small  grove  in  the 
distance.  I  at  once  abandoned  my  former  base  and  quickened  my  steps,  fully 
assured  if  there  was  a  house  anywhere  upon  that  wide  prairie  it  would  be 
found  in  the  shelter  of  the  grove  before  me.  I  had  not  advanced  very  far 
before  I  espied  a  faint  glimmer  of  light,  proceeding,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  from 
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a  snow  bank  across  a  small  ravine.  Flying  in  the  direction  of  this  light,  as  fast 
as  my  benumbed  feet  would  carry  me,  I  presently  found  myself  before  a  small 
log  cabin  which  was  half  buried  in  a  snow  drift.  It  had  but  one  little  window, 
of  which  the  lower  portion  was  hidden  by  the  snow,  while  its  upper  panes 
were  so  thickly  covered  with  frost  that  they  scarcely  permitted  the  light  to 
pass  through  them. 

“The  joy  which  I  experienced  at  the  sight  of  this  lowly  cabin  may  be 
imagined,  but  cannot  be  described.  I  rapped  loudly  on  the  door,  and  when 
it  was  opened  I  did  not  even  wait  for  an  invitation  to  enter,  but  boldly  stepped 
in.  The  house  was  occupied  by  Mrs.  Foot,  with  her  three  sons.  After  they 
had  listened  to  my  brief,  story  of  my  cold  adventure,  the  young  men  pulled  off 
my  boots  and  then  brought  in  a  pail  of  water  to  thaw  out  my  frozen  feet. 
They  gave  me  a  warm  supper  and  a  bed  on  the  floor  of  the  small  attic.  I 
slept  close  to  the  stovepipe  and  had  a  good  night's  rest.  Never  shall  I  forget 
the  hospitality  which  I  received  at  their  hands.  From  them  I  learned  that 
theirs  was  the  only  house  ’within  one  mile  of  the  main  road  for  a  distance  of 
twenty  miles,  and  that  several  persons  had  frozen  to  death  on  that  road  the 
previous  winter. 

“The  next  morning,  with  the  mercury  hovering  about  the  point  of  con- 
gealation,  I  walked  fifteen  miles  to  St.  Charles  and  on  Christmas  morning  I 
proceeded  from  there  to  Winona.  The  wind  had  given  way  to  a  complete 
calm,  and  as  I  came  in  sight  of  that  city  a  most  beautiful  spectacle,  only  to 
be  seen  in  such  a  climate,  presented  itself  to  my  eyes.  The  smoke  from  hun¬ 
dreds  of  chimneys  rose  in  almost  perpendicular  columns  until  it  seemed  to 
vanish  in  the  azure  sky.  Beyond  the  city  lay  the  crystallized  level  of  the 
majestic  Mississippi,  bordered  by  the  snow-covered  bluffs  of  the  Wisconsin 
shore. 

“I  went  to  the  land  office,  and  after  paying  a  premium  of  five  per  cent  for 
exchange  of  my  wild-cat  money  for  gold,  entered  my  quarter  section  of  land 
and  then  turned  my  face  toward  my  Iowa  home,  which  I  reached  a  day  or  two 
before  the  close  of  the  old  year,  after  having  walked  more  than  six  hundred 
miles  in  the  midst  of  the  severe  weather  of  that  extraordinary  winter.” 

A  CIVIL  WAR  EPISODE. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  Rev.  H.  S.  Brunson,  but  the  following  inci¬ 
dent,  while  pathetic  in  the  extreme,  serves  to  illustrate  the  prevailing  char¬ 
acteristic  of  his  life  as  a  man  of  strong  impulses  and  determined  will.  What¬ 
ever  he  believed  to  be  right  was  espoused  by  him  and  defended,  even  to  the 
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last,  and  he  did  not  hesitate,  under  great  provocation,  to  use  physical  force 
if  necessary.  This  is  exemplified  in  his  ministerial  career  when  an  effort  was 
once  made  by  some  lawless  young  fellows  to  disturb  the  solemnity  of  a  camp 
meeting  in  which  the  “Elder’’  was  one  of  the  ministers  in  charge.  One  of 
the  boys,  more  defiant  and  aggressive  than  his  associates,  deliberately  crowed 
in  the  face  of  Mr.  Brunson,  who  thereupon  seized  the  offender  and  backed 
him  across  a  log,  where  he  fell  to  the  ground,  and  the  Elder  then  gave  him  a 
good  trouncing  with  a  stick  which  he  had  in  his  hand.  The  young  fellow  yelled 
lustily,  and,  when  released,  hid  himself  in  the  crowd.  But  there  was  no  more 
disturbance  from  that  source.  The  companions  of  the  chap,  thinking  to  fur¬ 
ther  the  effects  of  the  joke,  clubbed  together  and  bought  a  large  sticking 
plaster,  which  they  forcibly  applied  to  the  seat  of  his  understanding. 

At  another  time,  and  under  like  circumstances,  the  Elder  had  occasion  to 
use  physical  force  in  controlling  a  disturbance  at  a  meeting,  and  the  ring 
leader,  who  suffered  most  from  contact  with  the  stick,  had  Mr.  Brunson  ar¬ 
rested,  but  the  trial  proved  to  be  a  farce  and  the  Elder  was  fully  vindicated, 
and  even  justified  in  the  eyes  of  the  law. 

From  the  above  recital  it  wrould  seem  that  Elder  Brunson  was  of  a  bel¬ 
ligerent  nature,  but  the  very  opposite  is  true.  His  was  a  placid,  peaceful  dis¬ 
position,  seldom  ruffled  by  ordinary  occurrences,  but  in  the  defense  of  truth 
and  right  he  never  failed  to  meet  the  occasion  as  the  circumstances  seemed  to 
demand.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  intensely  loyal  to  the  Union,  and 
though  not  himself  an  enlisted  man  (though  he  raised  a  company  for  the 
service),  he  was  a  devoted  friend  to  the  soldiers  and  rendered  every  possible 
assistance  with  voice  and  means  in  furtherance  of  their  interests.  Soon  after 
the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter,  Mr.  Brunson  encouraged  his  nephew,  William 
Hartsough,  to  enlist.  He  was  an  immature  and  rather  delicate  boy,  and  the 
active  duties  of  army  life  at  the  front,  together  with  the  radical  change  in  the 
manner  of  living,  soon  told  the  story  for  him  which  was  so  oft  repeated  in  the 
soldier  life  of  thousands  like  him.  Soon  after  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  in  April, 
1862,  “Willie”  Hartsough  was  prostrated  with  fever  and  sent  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  hospital  at  Mount  Vernon,  on  the  Ohio  river.  A  letter  was  sent  by  a 
friend  of  the  family  (Mr.  Barr)  announcing  the  fact  that  “Willie”  was  seri¬ 
ously  ill  and  demanding  immediate  attention.  The  elder  Hartsough  and  his 
wife  were  much  worried  over  the  probable  fate  of  their  son  if  left  to  the  doubt¬ 
ful  care  of  the  over-crowded  hospital.  A  family  council  was  held  and  it  was 
decided  that  the  father  must  go  and  bring  his  son  back  to  the  fostering  care 
of  his  mother  and  home  environments.  But  Mr.  Hartsough  did  not  have 
the  money  at  hand  with  which  to  make  the  trip,  and  his  only  resource  was  to 
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haul  wheat  to  McGregor  to  provide  the  needed  money.  But  the  letter  had 
stated  that  the  patient  “demanded  immediate  attention,”  and  two  or  more  trips 
must  be  made  to  the  river  to  obtain  a  sufficient  amount  to  justify  the  under¬ 
taking.  Thus  nearly  a  week  of  precious  time  would  be  lost  before  the  start 
could  be  made.  In  this  dilemma  Elder  Brunson  came  to  the  rescue,  and  it  is 
well  that  he  did,  for  it  is  doubtful  if  the  father  could  have  surmounted  the 
obstacles  which  the  Elder  met  on  this  “mission  of  humanity.” 

Mr.  Brunson  had  about  a  hundred  dollars,  and  having  taken  the  funds 
at  hand  in  the  Hartsough  family,  he  was  driven  to  West  Union  immediately 
by  Mr.  Hartsough,  who,  with  his  wife,  was  overjoyed  at  this  timely  assistance, 
and  by  one  in  whom  they  had  implicit  confidence  as  to  his  ability  to  meet  the 
doubtful  circumstances. 

At  West  Union  Mr.  Brunson  borrowed  another  hundred  dollars,  and, 
thus  fortified,  he  engaged  J.  J.  Welsh  to  convey  him  to  McGregor  where  he 
boarded  the  first  train  for  Chicago  from  Prairie  du  Chien.  From  Chicago 
he  went  by  train  to  Evansville,  Indiana,  and  thence  by  boat  down  the  Ohio  to 
Mount  Vernon.  He  arrived  at  the  last  named  place,  and  the  end  of  his  route, 
about  midnight.  Mount  Vernon  was  then  a  small  place,  only  rendered  con¬ 
spicuous  by  reason  of  it  being  the  seat  of  a  government  hospital.  There  were 
no  lights  to  guide  his  way,  and  being  the  only  passenger  to  disembark  at  this 
point,  he  was  much  perplexed  to  find  his  way  to  a  hotel,  and  through  the 
information  gained  there,  to  find  the  hospital.  But  finally  he  saw  a  man  car¬ 
rying  a  “candle”  lantern  who  proved  to  be  a  “runner”  of  a  hotel,  and  by  his 
guidance  he  reached  that  much  desired  place.  But  it  was  not  to  rest  or  sleep — 
he  hoped  to  gain  information  as  to  how  he  could  find  the  hospital  and  gain 
entrance  at  such  an  unseasonable  hour.  He  was  informed  that  no  one  was 
admitted  at  night,  that  the  orders  were  strict  on  such  matters,  and  he  would 
have  to  wait  until  morning.  This  was  farthest  from  the  Elder’s  thoughts  or 
intentions.  He  came  seven  hundred  miles  to  find  Willie  Hartsough,  and  he 
was  not  going  to  abandon  the  effort  on  mere  “hearsay”  information.  He 
secured  the  services  of  the  man  With  the  lantern,  who  piloted  him  to  the  build¬ 
ing,  but  all  was  dark  save  one  glimmering  lantern  to  guide  the  nurses  in  their 
work.  The  Elder  approached  the  door  alone,  and  was  met  by  two  armed 
sentinels,  one  on  each  side  of  the  door.  To  his  inquiry  “Can  I  get  into  this 
hospital  tonight?”  both  sentinels  answered  in  concert:  “No!”  Thenceforth 
the  sentinels  said  not  another  word,  but  stood  faithfully  at  their  posts.  For 
once  in  his  life  Mr.  Brunson  thought  he  had  met  defeat,  but  he  was  not  dis¬ 
posed  to  give  up  the  struggle  without  further  effort.  He  explained  to  the 
sentinels  the  object  of  his  visit — that  his  nephew  was  in  there,  either  dead  or 
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alive,  he  knew  not  which,  but  he  had  come  to  take  him  home  if  alive,  or  to 
see  that  the  body  had  Christian  burial  if  dead.  But  the  sentinels  were  immova¬ 
ble  and  speechless  as  far  as  his  arguments  were  concerned.  They  still  barred 
the  door  and  said  nothing.  While  trying  to  influence  the  soldiers  to  relax  their 
apparently  stolid  indifference,  the  Elder  heard  a  second-story  window  raised 
cautiously,  and  the  voice  of  a  woman  said  to  another:  “Why  can’t  he  be  let  in 
the  back  way?”  Encouraged  by  the  fact  that  he  had  more  than  two  listeners, 
Mr.  Brunson  resumed  the  attack  on  the  sentinels  with  renewed  vigor.  Those 
who  have  heard  him  in  discussions,  either  religious,  political  or  other¬ 
wise,  are  aware  that  by  voice  and  gesture,  as  well  as  impassioned  language,  he 
possessed  remarkable  persuasive  powers.  No  doubt  this  address,  delivered  at 
the  door  of  the  hospital,  in  the  dead  of  night,  with  two  auditors  in  sight,  and 
apparently  two  or  more  in  concealment,  was  one  of  the  most  earnest  appeals 
ever  delivered  by  him  to  “saint  or  sinner!”  Ele  repeated  that  he  had  prom¬ 
ised  the  boy’s  mother  that  he  would  bring  her  son  home  alive,  if  in  the  power 
of  mortal  man,  by  the  help  of  Almighty  God,  to  do  so ;  and  how  by  day  and 
by  night  he  had  traveled  with  team,  railroad  and  steamboat,  over  seven  hun¬ 
dred  miles  to  reach  him;  and  now  when  only  a  door  separated  him  from  the 
object  of  his  search,  there  must  be  some  power  in  God  or  man  to  open  the 
door  and  let  him  walk  in !  Thus  far  the  sentinels  had  uttered  but  the  single 
word  “No,”  which  absolutely  denied  him  admittance.  We  cannot  assume 
that  a  supernatural  power  was  behind  the  scenes,  but  there  must  have  been  a 
pricking  of  conscience  among  the  attendants,  “which  took  tangible  shape  in  the 
slowly  opening  of  the  door  from  the  inside,  just  wide  enough  to  admit  a  man, 
and  as  the  Elder  was  the  only  person  there  except  the  guards,  he  took  it  for 
granted  that  this  was  his  opportunity.  Ele  quickly  stepped  inside  into  Egyptian 
darkness.  No  word  was  spoken  by  any  one,  nor  was  there  any  light  to  be 
seen.  Mr.  Brunson  motioned  to  the  landlord,  whose  dim  light  was  shining 
at  the  door,  and  that  personage  joined  the  Elder  inside  the  hospital.  To  this 
day  it  remains  a  profound  secret  as  to  who  opened  the  door,  or  'what  motive 
prompted  the  noble  act ;  but  at  the  final  accounting  for  the  “deeds  done  in  the 
body,”  the  reckoning  may  show  that  some  kindly,  sympathetic  mother,  wife 
or  sister  of  some  sick  or  wounded  soldier  was  the  inspiring  cause  of  this  phil¬ 
anthropic  act. 

Inside  the  hospital  inquiry  was  made  for  a  list  of  names  of  the  four  hun¬ 
dred  inmates,  including  those  Who  had  recently  died,  for  it  was  considered 
more  than  probable  that  the  name  sought  would  be  found  among  the  dead. 
The  lists  were  locked  up,  the  doctors  had  all  retired,  and  taken  the  keys  with 
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them.  Mr.  Brunson  then  inquired  of  the  attendants  if  any  of  them  had  ever 
heard  the  name  of  “Willie”  Hartsough.  None  of  them  had,  but  once  again 
help  came  from  an  unexpected  source.  A  lad  of  some  twelve  or  fourteen 
years  heard  the  Elder’s  inquiry  and  asked  if  it  was  really  “Willie  Hartsough” 
that  he  wanted !  When  informed  that  it  was,  the  lad  replied :  “Well,  he  is  the 
man  I  have  been  waiting  on  and  he  was  carried  to  the  dead  room  tonight !” 

On  further  investigation  it  was  found  that  those  patients  who  were  not 
expected  to  live  over  night  were  carried  to  the  dead  room  each  evening,  that 
the  presence  of  dead  bodies  around  them  might  not  be  detrimental  to  the  rest 
of  the  patients  as  yet  more  favored. 

To  those  not  inured  to  the  terrors  of  cruel  war  this  may  seem  a  barbarous 
and  uncalled-for  procedure,  and  perhaps  it  was  so;  but  it  only  emphasizes 
the  truth  of  the  adage  that  “too  great  familiarity  breeds  contempt !”  Yes ' 
Contempt  of  death  and  its  environments,  in  such  cases  as  this!  The  soldier  at 
the  front  was  constantly  in  touch  with  the  sick,  the  wounded,  the  dying  and 
the  dead.  Such  associations  made  him  “callous,”  as  it  were,  to  the  feelings 
which  ordinarily  impress  people  on  such  occasions. 

Mr.  Brunson  was  conducted  to  the  dead  room  and  there  found  his  nephew, 
not  dead,  but  barely  living.  After  many  trials  and  the  mention  of  his  own 
name  and  that  of  the  boy’s  mother,  he  was  able  to  arouse  him  slightly,  and  ap¬ 
parently  received  a  ghastly  smile  of  recognition.  The  doctors  said  he  would 
surely  die,  but  the  Elder  was  determined  to  start  home  with  him,  though  meet¬ 
ing  many  rebuffs  and  refusals,  the  surgeons  in  charge  asserting  that  they  had 
positive  orders  to  allow  no  sick  or  wounded  soldier  to  be  taken  home.  And 
in  almost  as  positive  defiance  of  this  order  as  in  invading  the  hospital  when 
denied  admission  by  two  armed  guards,  he  got  possession  of  the  sick  boy. 
Providing  himself  'with  a  stretcher  and  other  needed  appliances,  he  started  on 
the  return  journey.  Men  were  hired  to  carry  the  patient  from  one  depot  or 
landing  to  another,  as  transfers  became  necessary  on  the  route,  and  as  they 
traveled  night  and  day,  much  difficulty  was  encountered  in  getting  anything 
suitable  for  a  desperately  sick  man  to  eat  ;  but  they  finally  reached  home,  and 
the  joy  of  that  waiting  mother  can  easier  be  imagined  than  described! 

After  a  lingering  illness  of  many  months,  “Willie”  Hartsough  recovered, 
and  for  forty  years  he  has  been  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  in  which  noble  call¬ 
ing  he  has  rendered  valiant  service.  Everybody  knows  and  honors  “Billie” 
Hartsough,  and  many  are  familiar  with  the  story  here  recited ;  but  the  hero  of 
the  story  seldom  mentions  his  miraculous  escape,  except  in  his  inherent  mod¬ 
esty  to  say,  that  many  others  had  closer  calls  on  the  fields  of  battle. 
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^HOOVER  AND  THE  bear/'’ 

Nothing  has  ever  been  written  of  a  historical  nature  in  this  county  that 
did  not  contain  a  reference  to  this  subject,  and  as  a  pioneer  reminiscence,  por¬ 
traying  some  of  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  that  now  far-distant  period,  it 
is  worthy  of  repetition  : 

One  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Dover  township  was  Jacob  Hoover,  who 
settled  on  section  29,  on  the  19th  of  July,  1849.  He  came  here  from  Logan 
county,  Ohio,  and  while  he  was,  at  the  time  he  came  to  the  county,  nearly 
fifty-three  years  old,  he  had  resided  on  his  farm  north  of  West  Union  nearly 
forty  years  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1888,  at  which  time  he 
was  over  ninety  years  old.  He  was  a  man  who  enjoyed  frontier  life,  and  was 
very  fond  of  hunting. 

At  one  time  Mr.  Hoover  was  on  the  closest  terms  of  intimacy  with  a  very 
large  black  bear.  Their  acquaintance,  if  not  their  friendship,  continued  as 
long  as  they  both  lived,  and  while  it  might  have  been  better  for  the  bear  if  he 
had  never  met  Hoover,  at  one  time  it  looked  as  if  it  would  have  been  much 
better  for  Hoover  if  he  had  never  met  the  bear.  Soon  after  he  came  to  the 
county  he  and  his  two  boys  were  hunting  deer,  when  they  saw  a  black  bear 
browsing  among  some  bushes,  and  about  the  same  time  the  bear  observed  them, 
and  be  it  said  to  the  credit  of  the  bear,  he  started  off  in  an  opposite  direction 
and  manifested  no  disposition  to  molest  any  one.  If  Mr.  Hoover  had  made 
tracks  for  home  as  fast  as  the  bear  did  for  tall  timber  this  highly  interesting 
bear  story  would  not  have  been  told  or  written.  Mr.  Hoover  loaded  his  gun, 
mounted  the  horse  they  had  with  them  and  started  after  the  bear,  telling  the 
boys  to  make  for  home,  only  a  mile  or  so  away.  A  small  dog  accompanied 
Hoover,  and  while  it  could  not  hurt  the  bear  much,  it  soon  overtook  him  and 
annoyed  him  so  much  that  he  would  frequently  turn  around  and  snap  at  it,  but 
the  dog  was  small  and  spry  and  had  no  trouble  keeping  out  of  his  way.  At 
one  time,  when  the  bear  stopped  to  fight  the  dog,  Mr.  Hoover  got  a  pretty  good 
shot  at  him,  but  his  gun  was  much  better  suited  for  hunting  squirrels  than  bear 
and  while  the  wound  aggravated  the  bear  to  a  certain  extent  it  did  not  stop 
his  retreat.  In  a  short  time  the  gun  was  again  loaded  and  the  bear  again  over¬ 
taken.  By  dismounting,  a  good  broadside  shot  was  delivered  which  brought 
the  bear  down,  but  he  was  far  from  dead  and  soon  arose  and  traveled  on  in  a 
southwesterly  direction,  although  it  Was  evident  from  his  actions  that  he  was 
suffering  great  pain,  and  the  trail  he  left  on  the  snow  showed  plainly  that  he 
was  losing  much  blood.  When  the  bear  was  again  overtaken  he  was  in  a 
small  ravine,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  north  of  West  Union.  At  first  it  seemed 
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as  if  the  bear  was  already  dead  and  Hoover  triumphantly  gazed  on  the  carcass 
of  the  first  bear  he  had  killed  in  Fayette  county.  But  he  was  a  little  too  hasty, 
as  the  bear  did  not  propose  to  give  up  as  long  as  there  was  a  breath  of  life  left 
in  him.  Hoover  was  sitting  on  his  horse,  very  close  to  the  bear,  when  sud¬ 
denly,  and  without  giving  any  notice  whatever,  the  bear  raised  himself  up  and 
standing  on  his  hind  legs  reached  for  and  got  Mr.  Hoover  and  began  to 
tenderly  but  firmly  embrace  him  with  first  one  paw  and  then  the  other.  The 
gam  had  been  knocked  to  one  side  and  Mr.  Hoover  was  fast  losing  all  interest 
in  bears,  as  well  as  everything  else.  It  was  at  this  point  that  the  little  dog  did 
most  valiant  service  for  his  master,  whom  he  seems  to  have  had  no  idea  of 
deserting  at  this  stage  of  the  game.  When  matters  had  reached  their  most 
critical  stage,  the  dog  made  a  most  ferocious  attack  on  Bruin's  head,  and  for  a 
moment  the  animal  loosened  his  hold  on  Hoover  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  little 
cur,  and  at  the  first  opportunity  Hoover  rolled  out  from  the  loving  embrace 
of  his  warm  companion  and  lay  quiet  for  a  short  time  until  he  felt  strong 
enough  to  reach  for  his  gun,  which,  fortunately  for  him,  was  only  a  few  feet 
away.  He  now  worked  with  the  utmost  caution,  as  his  life  undoubtedly  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  next  shot,  if  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  allowed  to  shoot. 
By  almost  superhuman  effort,  for  a  man  in  Hoover’s  condition,  he  managed  to 
get  the  gun  in  position  to  fire,  and  placing  the  muzzle  almost  in  the  bear’s  ear 
he  fired,  and  as  good  luck  would  have  it,  the  bear  rolled  over  and  in  a  short 
time  breathed  his  last,  to  the  intense  satisfaction  of  Hoover  and  the  little  dog. 
While  Hoover  had  killed  the  bear,  the  bear  had  also  nearly  killed  Hoover,  and 
it  was  some  time  before  he  was  able  to  make  preparations  for  going  home. 
His  horse,  equally  as  faithful  as  his  dog,  still  remained  within  easy  reach,  and 
by  first  mounting  the  carcass  of  the  bear,  Hoover  was  able  to  mount  his  horse 
and  ride  home.  A  team  was  soon  hitched  to  a  sled  and  the  whole  family  went 
after  the  bear,  who  gave  them  no  further  trouble  as  he  was  now  dead  past  any 
earthly  resurrection.  By  this  time  Hoover  thought  he  had  done  his  part  in 
attending  to  that  particular  bear,  and  allowed  one  of  the  neighbors  to  help  the 
boys  skin  the  beast.  The  hide  was  so  large  that  two  or  three  men  could 
easily  be  wrapped  up  in  it.  While  Mr.  Hoover  was  no  coward,  he  never 
courted  the  friendly  embrace  of  another  bear.  In  skinning  the  animal  a  leaden 
ball  was  found  imbedded  in  the  flesh,  and  there  were  old  knife  marks  on  his 
hide,  indicating  that  in  some  previous  hand  to  hand  conflict  the  bear  had  not 
come  off  second  best. 

anthony  Thompson’s  experiences. 

Anthony  Thompson,  a  venerable  pioneer  of  Fayette  county,  and  still  liv¬ 
ing  in  West  Union,  had  some  thrilling  experiences  in  the  early  days,  and 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


103 


though  extremely  modest  about  discussing  those  things  at  present,  asserting 
that  “memory  is  treacherous,”  we  are  able  to  present  from  previously  pub¬ 
lished  records  a  recital  of  some  of  his  experiences: 

Early  in  the  forties  Anthony  Thompson  and  another  young  man  built 
a  small  trading*  place  at  or  near  where  Vinton  now  stands  in  Benton  county, 
and  they  did  quite  a  business  dealing  with  the  Indians  who  were  numerous  at 
the  time  in  that  locality.  Cedar  Rapids  then  was  a  hamlet  containing  two 
or  three  houses.  At  one  time  there  were  rumors  of  an  Indian  outbreak  and 
Thompson  and  his  partner  erected  temporary  barricades  in  order  to  defend 
themselves  as  best  they  could  if  trouble  came  their  way,  which  luckily  for 
them  it  did  not.  While  stopping  here  Thompson  made  an  entry  of  a  quarter 
section  of  land  between  Waterloo  and  Cedar  Falls,  and  after  keeping  it  five 
years  it  would  not  sell  for  the  price  of  entry.  Thompson  finally  concluded  to 
change  his  location,  and  started  north  on  the  trail  leading  from  Quasqueton 
towards  Fort  Atkinson.  He  came  up  past  Beatty  &  Orrear’s,  south  of  where 
Fayette  now  stands,  and  passed  by  the  ruins  of  the  Teagarden  house  shortly 
after  the  massacre  at  that  place.  He  finally  reached  the  Old  Mission  where  he 
hired  out  to  Mr.  Fletcher,  who  was  in  charge  at  that  time.  He  worked  here 
for  several  months  and  speaks  very  highly  of  his  treatment  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fletcher.  While  working  here  he  was  an  eye  witness  to  an  encounter  be¬ 
tween  the  Sioux  and  Winnebago  Indians. 

It  seems  that  the  Winnebagoes  had  been  out  hunting  and  the  Sioux  Indi¬ 
ans  claimed  that  their  territory  had  been  trespassed  upon,  and  they  were  now 
on  hand  well  armed  and  well  mounted,  to  obtain  redress  by  force  of  arms  for 
the  injuries  and  insults  that  had  been  inflicted  on  their  territory  and  tribe.  The 
Sioux  had  chosen  position  on  a  low  ridge  to  the  north  of  the  Winnebagoes, 
who  were  camped  a  little  south  of  them  in  or  near  the  edge  of  a  strip  of  tim¬ 
ber.  Both  sides  were  somewhat  protected  by  the  abundance  of  tall  prairie 
grass  with  which  the  country  was  at  that  time  well  covered.  The  fight  com¬ 
menced  by  light  skirmish  firing  by  the  Sioux,  which  was  quickly  answered  by 
the  Winnebagoes  and  soon  the  firing  became  quite  general,  and  Fletcher  de¬ 
cided  that  something  must  be  done  at  once  or  there  would  not  only  be  much 
bloodshed  but  the  whole  Mission  was  in  great  danger.  He  decided  to  send  at 
once  for  assistance. 

He  called  Mr.  Thompson  to  him  and  gave  him  a  message  to  take  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Morgan,  at  Fort  Atkinson.  He  took  the  message  and  by  making  a  cir¬ 
cuitous  route  passed  around  the  Indians,  who  were  engaged  in  battle,  and 
reached  the  fort  as  quickly  as  possible.  It  did  not  take  Morgan  long  to  mount 
his  troops  and  start  at  a  rapid  pace  for  the  scene  of  conflict.  When  he  arrived 
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at  a  place  where  he  could  take  in  the  situation,  he  went  with  his  men  right 
down  between  the  contending  forces  and  while  the  Indians  were  very  anxious 
to  kill  one  another,  they  did  not  at  that  time  want  to  kill  any  of  Uncle  Sam’s 
soldiers.  The  firing  at  once  ceased  and  the  Sioux  braves  shortly  after  sur¬ 
rendered  to  the  Captain.  But  the  Winnebagoes  were  determined  to  have  as 
much  revenue  from  their  enemies  as  possible,  and  that  night  they  stole  every 
pony  that  the  Sioux  had  brought  down  with  them.  Captain  Morgan  made  a 
search  but  not  a  single  one  of  the  ponies  could  be  found.  He  then  took  an¬ 
other  course.  Calling  up  the  Winnebago  chiefs  he  told  them  that  they  must 
bring  back  the  ponies,  and  if  they  were  not  returned  by  a  certain  hour  the  next 
morning,  they  would  be  charged  up  at  the  rate  of  a  hundred  dollars  per  head, 
and  this  sum  would  be  taken  from  their  next  governmental  allowance.  A  few 
moments  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  set,  the  ponies  suddenly  put  in  an 
appearance,  but  just  where  they  came  from  was  a  mystery  to  all  save  a  few 
Winnebagoes.  The  troops  went  a  short  distance  with  the  Sioux,  who  went 
back  to  their  own  reservation  without  further  trouble. 

Some  years  after  this  Thompson  located  land  east  of  Clermont,  and  lived 
on  it  for  some  time,  and  then  came  to  West  Union,  where  he  now  resides, 
being  one  of  the  very  few  pioneers  who  were  in  the  county  before  the  remov¬ 
al  of  the  Indians,  and  who  still  live  here. 

On  one  of  Anthony  Thompson’s  early  trips  across  the  prairie  he  was 
caught  in  a  prairie  fire  and  came  near  losing  his  life.  Not  having  had  much 
experience  with  them  he  did  not  suppose  they  were  particularly  dangerous,  and 
as  there  seemed  to  be  no  way  of  escape  he  had  to  take  it  the  best  he  could  when 
it  overtook  him.  He  was  riding  a  pony  which  got  thoroughly  singed  before 
the  fire  was  over,  and  Thompson  had  the  hair  burned  from  off  his  head  and 
most  of  the  clothes  from  his  body.  At  another  time  he  and  Joshua  Wells  and 
Gabriel  Long  were  hauling  loads  of  grain  from  Monona.  They  undertook  to 
cross  the  lower  ford  at  or  near  Clermont,  which  at  that  time  contained  one 
log  house.  The  water  was  higher  than  they  expected,  and  they  came  near 
drowning  themselves  and  their  teams,  but  as  good  luck  would  have  it  they 
escaped  with  their  lives  but  lost  the  grain  in  the  river. 

LOKENZO  DUTTON. 

A  pioneer  history  of  Fayette  county  would  be  incomplete  without  more 
than  a  passing  notice  of  this  honored  citizen.  Mr.  Dutton  enjoys  the  distinc¬ 
tion  of  being  the  earliest  settler  in  West  Union  (now  Union)  township.  He, 
in  company  with  several  other  young  men,  left  his  home  in  Meredith,  Dela- 
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ware  county,  New  York,  in  the  spring  of  1848.  His  companions  were  Wil¬ 
liam  Blanchard,  W.  W.  Bailey,  Henry  and  Charles  Jones,  and  by  preconcerted 
arrangement  they  met  at  Rochester,  New  York,  and  there  took  passage  on 
the  New  York  &  Erie  canal  for  Buffalo.  From  the  latter  place  they  came  bv 
boat  to  Chicago,  and  thence,  by  any  available  means  of  transportation,  to 
Galena,  Illinois.  There  they  stopped  for  a  short  time  and  were  engaged  in 
making  hay  on  Sand  Prairie  south  of  Galena.  While  thus  employed  they 
heard  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians  from  the  Turkey  river  country,  in  north¬ 
eastern  Iowa,  and  of  its  wonderful  beauty  and  probable  adaptation  to  their 
needs  as  a  place  to  make  homes.  They  crossed  the  Mississippi  at  Dubuque 
on  a  ferry  boat  propelled  by  mule  power,  and  from  there  made  their  way  to 
Elkader  by  way  of  Garnavillo.  At  the  last  named  place  they  received  further 
information  as  to  the  Turkey  river  country,  and  decided  to  continue  their 
journey  on  foot  until  they  explored  the  “promised  land.”  Mr.  Dutton  and 
the  Jones  boys  decided  to  locate,  and  Henry  Jones  and  Mr.  Dutton  returned  to 
Galena  and  purchased  three  yoke  of  oxen,  a  wagon,  breaking  plow,  stove,  and 
a  few  other  necessary  household  implements,  and  started  on  the  return  trip. 
At  Elkader  they  completed  their  load  for  their  team  with  some  lumber,  pro¬ 
visions,  etc.,  and  began  “keeping  house”  on  their  claims  on  the  nth  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1849.  None  of  the  party  had  ever  had  any  experience  in  cooking,  but 
they  soon  learned  how  to  make  “flap-jacks,”  and  as  they  soon  found  a  bee 
tree  full  of  honey,  it  may  be  inferred  that  they  lived  on  the  fat  of  the  land, 
even  if  the  yeast  bread  was  not  the  very  best.  The  woods  furnished  abund¬ 
ance  of  game  for  little  effort  in  hunting,  and  everything  went  well  with  them. 
They  built  a  cabin  with  the  lumber  hauled  from  Elkader,  supplemented  by 
crotched  poles  which  they  cut  on  the  claim,  and  covered  and  “banked”  it  with 
slough  grass.  This  promised  to  be  quite  a  comfortable  temporary  habitation, 
but  unfortunately  it  caught  fire  and  nearly  everything  it  contained  was  de¬ 
stroyed.  Mr.  Dutton  was  away  at  the  time,  but  the  Jones  boys  reached  the 
scene  of  destruction  in  time  to  save  some  of  the  contents  of  the  cabin,  though 
their  winter’s  hay  was  burned  and  the  season  was  then  too  late  to  make  more, 
except  from  frost-killed  grass,  which  was  a  very  poor  provender  for  cat¬ 
tle  without  grain. 

A  short  time  after  this  settlement  was  made  by  Dutton  and  his  compan¬ 
ions,  a  man  named  Hadley  invited  them  to  assist  him  in  hauling  logs  and  rais¬ 
ing  a  house  he  proposed  to  build  on  the  little  creek  which  has  its  beginning  at 
the  now  well-known  resort,  Dutton  s  Cave.  The  party  consisted  of  two  of 
the  Downs  boys,  who  came  from  Bloomertown,  Hadley  and  his  hired  man, 
Dutton,  Jones  and  Bailey.  Hadley’s  was  also  a  bachelor  establishment,  and 
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Hadley  superintended  the  ‘'cuisine !”  He  had  but  one  kettle,  and  in  this  he 
cooked  beans  as  a  first  course;  then  potatoes  and  meat,  after  which  he  made 
coffee  in  it !  The  food  was  served  on  chips  instead  of  plates,  and  one  tin  cup 
sufficed  for  all.  But  the  meal  was  served  and  partaken  of  with  the  relish 
which  hard  labor  and  contented  minds  induce. 

Fortune  favored  the  Dutton  party,  for  the  day  that  their  cabin  was  burned, 
two  men  named  Pettit  came  and  joined  them  until  they  had  assisted  in  building 
a  log  house.  This  favor  was  returned  soon  afterwards  when  the  Dutton 
party  performed  a  like  service  for  their  new  neighbors,  who  located  a  mile 
northeast  of  them,  but  went  away  soon  after  their  home  was  established,  and 
never  returned.  It  is  believed  they  located  in  Illyria  township. 

The  winter  of  1848-9  was  an  extremely  severe  one.  Snow  fell  to  the 
depth  of  eighteen  inches,  on  the  2d  and  3d  of  November,  and  additions  Were 
made  to  this  at  close  intervals,  for  many  weeks.  The  Dutton  party  had  much 
trouble  with  their  cattle,  as  they  seemed  determined  to  return  to  their  former 
home  in  Illinois,  or  at  least  to  seek  better  food  than  the  frost-bitten  hay 
afforded  at  their  present  home.  On  one  occasion  the  oxen  ^vandered  away 
as  far  as  where  Elgin  now  is  located,  and  both  Jones  and  Dutton  were  severely 
frozen  in  their  efforts  to  recover  the  cattle  and  drive  them  home;  and  even 
after  that  distressing  experience,  each  man  having  gone  alone,  and  met  the 
same  fate,  they  were  obliged  to  employ  the  Henry  Smith  boys  mounted  on 
horses  to  hunt  up  the  cattle  and  drive  them  home. 

On  another  occasion  the  cattle  were  turned  out  to  pasture  during  a  rainy 
day  and  wandered  away  out  of  sight.  Mr.  Dutton  went  after  them  and  found 
them  a  mile  and  a  half  from  home.  In  attempting  to  drive  the  cattle  home  by 
a  “short  cut,”  he  got  lost  in  the  woods,  and  after  fruitless  efforts  to  “find 
himself,”  he  decided  to  camp  for  the  night.  He  and  the  oxen  slept  together, 
and  when  the  morning  dawned  Mr.  Dutton  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  his  way 
home,  none  the  worse  for  his  novel  experience. 

Lorenzo  Dutton  has  owned  the  same  Fayette  county  farm  for  more  than 
sixty  years,  and  during  nearly  all  of  that  period  has  lived  upon  and  cultivated 
it.  He  retired  from  the  farm  a  few  years  ago  and  purchased  a  home  with 
large  grounds,  in  West  Union,  and  upon  this  little  farm  he  is  able  to  work 
off  during  the  summer  season,  any  surplus  of  ambition  and  physical  strength 
accumulated  during  the  winter’s  idleness.  Having  recently  passed  his  eighty- 
fourth  birth-day  (on  which  occasion  he  received  a  “shower”  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five  post  cards  from  admiring  friends  and  relatives),  he  feels  him¬ 
self  immune  from  the  hard  labor  of  earlier  years,  and  is  content  to  saw  the 
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wood,  attend  to  the  cows,  do  the  chores,  and  devote  his  spare  time  to  the  care 
of  an  invalid  wife.  (A  more  complete  biography  of  this  estimable  old  gen¬ 
tleman  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.) 

It  seems  from  some  of  Mr.  Dutton’s  remarks  that  claims  were  made  in 
advance  of  the  entry  at  the  government  land  office,  and  that  these  claims  gave 
the  occupant  no  legal  right  to  occupancy,  though  of  course  there  was  a  moral 
right  involved  in  such  a  transaction. 

On  one  occasion  a  neighbor  came  to  Dutton’s  house,  visited  with  the  fam¬ 
ily  and  partook  of  the  frontiersman’s  hospitality.  The  conversation  drifted 
to  the  subject  of  claims,  and  the  neighbor  ( ?)  remarked  that  no  one  would 
enter  Dutton’s  claim,  as  he  was  recognized  as  the  first  settler  in  all  that  com¬ 
munity!  There  were  two  forties  adjoining  Dutton’s  homestead  which  he  de¬ 
signed  to  enter,  and  had  commenced  to  improve,  but  was  awaiting  the  time 
when  he  felt  able  to  go  to  Dubuque  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  entry.  But 
this  kind  neighbor  saved  him  the  trouble  by  starting  the  next  morning  for  the 
Dubuque  land  office.  Another  neighbor  went  with  this  “land  seeker,”  and 
each  entered  one  of  the  forties  which  they  knew  Mr.  Dutton  wanted.  Through 
the  kindness  of  a  friend  who  furnished  the  money,  Mr.  Dutton  was  enabled  to 
get  back  one  of  the  forties,  but  never  got  the  other  one. 

Mr.  Dutton’s  recital  of  the  manner  in  which  corn  planting,  harvesting  and 
threshing  was  done  in  those  days  is  not  only  interesting,  but  unique  as  well. 
He  says :  “It  is  enough  to  make  a  man  laugh  now  to  think  the  way  we  planted 
corn  then.  We  would  drag  a  log  chain  across  the  field  to  make  a  mark  to 
drop  in — that’s  the  way  we  did  it  then — and  covered  it  with  a  hoe.  In  a 
year  or  so  we  took  a  pole  and  put  some  legs  in  it,  a  tongue  and  some  handles, 
then  hitched  the  oxen  to  it  and  made  what  we  called  a  ‘guess  row,’  which 
would  be  from  one  to  six  feet  apart.  A  few  years  later  we  had  different 
markers  with  a  gauge. 

“Then  we  thought  we  had  achieved  great  things.  But  look  at  a  man 
planting  corn  today,  riding  on  a  spring  seat  and  planting  as  much  as  ten  or 
fifteen  men,  besides  the  boys  and  girls  to  do  the  dropping!  Talk  about  a 
‘snap’  then!  Yes,  it  was  ‘snap’  and  ‘crack’  and  keep  everlastingly  at  it,  and 
then  you  did  but  little.” 

In  the  summer  of  1853  Mr.  Dutton  says  he  “became  a  little  aristocratic,” 
and  sold  his  oxen  and  bought  a  span  of  horses  and  a  sucking  colt.  “Got  them 
on  time,  except  what  the  oxen  brought,  and  felt  as  if  I  was  somebody,  for  I 
never  did  like  to  drive  oxen.  ’ 

“When  we  wanted  to  take  a  ride  and  see  the  neighbors,  we  would  yoke 
up  the  oxen,  hitch  them  to  the  wagon,  cut  a  little  piaine  hay,  put  it  in  the 
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wagon  bed,  and  that  was  for  a  spring  seat !  Wasn’t  that  a  snap?  Now  almost 
every  farmer  has  his  surrey,  a  single  buggy  and  a  driving  team,  and  a  good 
many  of  them  have  automobiles. 

“In  the  fall  of  1850  Henry  Jones  and  I  dissolved  partnership  and  I  went 
it  alone,  Henry  afterwards  becoming  county  surveyor.” 

“The  winter  wheat  which  we  sowed  in  ’49  killed  out  badly.  We  har¬ 
vested  with  cradles,  and  when  we  thrashed  it  we  used  a  traveling  machine. 
We  made  up  a  load  and  then  put  the  machine  in  gear  and  drove  around  the 
field.  We  had  a  poor  quality  of  wheat,  and  not  much  of  it.” 

In  the  fall  of  1853,  having  raised  a  crop  of  wheat  and  oats,  Mr.  Dutton 
engaged  Howard  &  Pedrick  to  come  from  Fayette  and  do  his  threshing.  The 
machine  was  constructed  on  the  plan  of  all  pioneer  implements,  and  was  as 
faulty  as  any.  A  thunder  storm  came  up  while  they  were  threshing,  a  loud 
clap  of  thunder  frightened  the  horses  and  they  ran  away.  One  of  Mr.  Dut¬ 
ton’s  recently  purchased  mares  ran  her  leg  under  the  tumbling-rod  and  broke 
it,  which  necessitated  the  killing  of  the  animal.  This  was  a  severe  blow  to 
befall  a  man  who  was  in  debt  for  the  dead  horse  and  had  no  money  to  buy  an¬ 
other  one.  But,  Mr.  Dutton  says :  “I  stuck  to  the  place,  perhaps  because  I 
had  to,  and  have  become  comparatively  well-off,  all  done  by  sticking  to  the 
farm.” 

In  the  fall  of  1849  Mr.  Dutton  returned  to  Cameron,  Steuben  county, 
New  York,  and  there,  on  the  26th  of  January,  1850,  he  married  Malinda  A. 
Hawley,  who  returned  with  him  to  their  Iowa  home  in  May,  1850.  For  near¬ 
ly  nineteen  years  their  sojourn  together  was  a  happy  and  prosperous  one. 
Mrs.  Dutton  died  October  1,  1868,  leaving  three  daughters. 


CHAPTER  V. 


PIONEER  HOMES,  AMUSEMENTS  AND  RECREATION. 

It  may  be  interesting-  to  the  younger  generations  to  learn  something  of  the 
manner  of  living  among  those  who  paved  the  Way  to  civilization  in  Fayette 
county,  and  especially  so  to  the  surviving  pioneers  whose  early  life  is  in  part 
recorded. 

On  another  page  it  is  stated  that  most  of  the  early  settlers  located  in  the 
timber  along  streams,  regardless  of  the  topography  of  their  surroundings,  just 
so  they  could  get  “timber”  and  “water.”  But  as  the  settlers  increased  in  num¬ 
bers,  such  locations  were  not  always  obtainable,  and  some  were  driven  to  the 
prairie  sections.  The  first  duty  after  the  land  was  properly  secured,  through 
a  process  known  as  “filing  on  it,”  was  the  building  of  a  “house.”  These,  when 
the  urgency  for  their  possession  was  great,  were  hastily  built,  and  often  were 
crude  affairs,  diminutive  in  size  and  as  cheaply  constructed  as  the  ingenuity  of 
the  builders  could  devise.  The  material  used  was  secured  in  the  forest,  and  con¬ 
sisted  of  round  logs,  laid  up  in  the  form  of  a  pen,  usually  of  no  greater  dimen¬ 
sions  than  to  barely  accommodate  the  needs  of  the  occupants.  A  single  room 
was  considered  sufficient,  though  some  of  the  larger  families  were  provided 
with  two  rooms,  and  all  had  an  attic  room  where  two  or  more  beds  could  be 
placed,  usually  on  the  floor.  There  were  but  few  nails  used  for  any  purpose, 
strong  wooden  pins  being  used  in  their  stead.  There  were  but  few  boards 
before  the  advent  of  the  pioneer  saw-mills,  which  came  almost  as  soon  as  their 
products  were  needed;  but  the  first  settlers  devised  the  means  of  flooring  their 
houses,  either  with  “puncheons”  split  from  straight-grained  logs,  or  from 
hand-sawing  the  required  number  of  boards  for  floors,  window  frames,  doors, 
etc.  But  many  of  the  earliest  cabins  were  devoid  of  either  doors  or  windows, 
and  some  had  earth  floors  for  some  time  after  being  occupied.  The  apertures 
for  doors  and  windows  were  cut  out  when  the  cabin  was  built,  and  the  severed 
logs  were  held  to  their  places  by  means  of  puncheons  or  planks  pinned  in  place, 
and  quilts  or  old  carpets  closed  the  openings,  at  least  for  the  time  being.  Some¬ 
times  the  window  openings  were  closed  with  greased  paper,  which  shut  out 
the  cold,  but  admitted  a  faint,  glimmering  light,  much  better,  however,  than 
no  light !  The  roof  was  made  of  “shakes,”  split  from  logs  cut  to  the  proper 
length,  and  “rived”  to  proper  thickness  with  a  “frow.”  In  the  use  of  this  tool 
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some  of  the  pioneers  were  quite  expert,  and  their  services  were  in  demand 
among  their  less  fortunate  neighbors.  In  later  years  nearly  all  the  shingles 
used  in  building  quite  pretentious  houses  and  barns  were  covered  with  hand¬ 
made  shingles.  The  material  being  of  oak,  the  shingles  were  very  durable 
and  were  much  longer  lived  than  the  machine-made  product  of  a  still  later 
period. 

These  “shakes”  were  not  nailed  on,  but  were  held  in  place  by  means  of 
heavy  weight-poles,  laid  on  top  of  them,  and  kept  at  proper  distance  by  means 
of  short  props  placed  at  each  end.  The  chimney — the  most  useful  feature 
about  the  house — was  built  of  split  sticks,  an  inch  or  more  in  diameter,  laid  up 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  form  the  proper  size,  and  this  was  always  on  a  liberal 
scale.  The  inside  of  this  structure  was  carefully  plastered  with  mud  prepared 
from  yellow  clay,  and  it  is  said  that  few  such  chimneys  ever  caught  fire.  The 
fire-place  was  built  of  stones,  the  larger  the  better,  so  they  could  be  handled. 
Of  these  the  back  wall,  jambs  and  hearth  were  constructed,  and  all  was  care¬ 
fully  plastered  with  clay  mortar.  The  dimensions  of  the  fireplace  were  on 
the  most  liberal  scale,  since  the  fuel  cost  nothing  but  the  labor  of  preparing  it. 
The  cooking  was  mostly  done  over  the  fire  in  the  fireplace,  for  it  must  be 
remembered  that  we  are  speaking  of  a  period  which  antedates  the  general 
introduction  of  cook  stoves. 

Baking  was  done  in  an  iron  kettle  or  oven,  which  was  set  on  a  bed  of 
coals  and  the  iron  lid,  with  a  flange  to  it,  was  covered  with  coals  and  by  this 
means  our  ancestors  were  able  to  turn  out  a  quality  of  “johnny  cake”  never 
surpassed  by  the  most  modern  kitchen  range.  For  baking  “white  bread,”  they 
used  a  “reflector,”  which  was  constructed  of  tin,  and  had  a  great  flaring  top 
and  open  sides  which  reached  much  closer  to  the  fireplace  than  the  portion 
containing  the  bread.  This  device  absorbed  the  heat  of  the  fire  and,  when 
properly  adjusted,  did  an  excellent  job  of  baking.  When  the  fireplace  was 
constructed,  heavy  iron  cranes  were  embedded  in  the  rock  and  mortar,  these 
being  hinged  at  one  end  and  loose  at  the  other,  and  adjusted  to  the  proper 
height  from  which  to  hang  kettles  from  hooks  placed  on  the  horizontal  bar. 
This  was  the  manner  of  general  cooking,  the  crane  being  pulled  out  and  re¬ 
turned  at  pleasure.  The  “menu”  of  those  days  probably  did  not  compare 
favorably  with  the  Waldorf-Astoria  or  the  Great  Northern,  at  least  as  regards 
variety;  but  with  the  prospect  of  some  time  having  a  home  of  their  own,  in 
the  enjoyment  of  that  peace  of  mind  and  domestic  tranquillity,  more  universal 
among  those  who  are  constantly  and  profitably  employed  than  with  others,  it 
is  doubtful  if  our  Fayette  county  pioneers  would  have  exchanged  places  with 
the  frequenters  of  those  now  renowned  institutions. 
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The  forests  abounded  in  wild  game  and  wild  honey,  the  streams  were  full 
of  fish,  and  the  prairie  chickens  were  about  the  only  inhabitants  of  the  prairies 
(if  we  except  the  wolves),  hence  the  opportunities  for  obtaining  a  livelihood 
were  not  then  restricted  by  the  “high  cost  of  living!”  Hogs  and  cattle  were 
not  plentiful  among  the  pioneers,  if  we  except  the  patient  ox,  of  which  each 
family  usually  had  from  one  to  half  a  dozen  “yoke.”  These  were  the  motive 
power  of  the  times,  and  were  used  in  the  same  manner  that  horses  are  used  at 
present.  They  were  used  in  breaking  land,  hauling  timbers,  going  to  mill  and 
to  market,  and  probably  many  a  dashing  young  swain  employed  his  father’s 
oxen  to  take  his  future  wife  to  places  of  amusement  or  recreation. 

The  settlers  on  the  prairie  were  less  fortunate  in  some  respects  than  those 
who  located  in  the  timbered  districts,  though  “timber,”  in  this  region,  usually 
presupposes  rough  and  hilly  land,  with  rapidly  flowing  streams  and  clay  soil. 
To  the  present-day  citizen,  it  is  a  source  of  wonder  why  the  first  settlers  of 
the  county,  who  had  choice  of  location,  should  choose  some  out-of-the-way 
place  along  the- rivers  and  creeks,  when  perhaps  the  adjoining  land,  unoccupied 
at  the  time,  was  much  better  situated.  The  most  rational  explanation  of  this 
eccentricity  is,  that  they  sought  such  a  location  because  of  having  left  behind 
them  in  the  east  a  location  similar  to  the  one  chosen  here.  Many  of  the  earli¬ 
est  settlers  of  the  county  located  along  the  Turkey,  the  Volga,  Otter  creek, 
Mink  creek  and  Brush  creek,  some  of  them  hemmed  in  with  hills  high  enough 
to  exclude  the  sun  during  several  hours  of  the  day,  while  the  few  acres  of 
bottom  land  was  subject  to  overflow  at  every  freshet.  Of  course  these  were 
exceptional  cases,  but  sufficiently  numerous  to  cause  comment. 

The  prairie  settlers  hauled  their  house  logs  from  the  timber,  and  some 
of  them  even  built  temporary  quarters  from  hay  or  green  slough  grass.  After 
the  saw-mills  were  established,  rough  boards  were  secured  for  the  first  course 
and  the  cracks  were  battened  with  slabs.  Such  cabins  were  not  as  warm  as 
those  built  of  logs  and  plastered  with  mud,  but  they  were  used  until  circum¬ 
stances  permitted  building  better  ones.  The  usual  dimensions  of  the  pioneer 
cabin  were  sixteen  by  eighteen  feet,  though  some  were  smaller  and  occasion¬ 
ally  one  was  larger.  It  is  surprising  to  learn  how  many  people  could  be  com¬ 
fortably  provided  for  in  one  of  these  cabins.  The  “taverns’  of  that  day  sel¬ 
dom  were  larger  than  eighteen  by  twenty-six  feet,  and  yet  they  never  had  to 
turn  anvone  away  for  want  of  room !  When  the  beds  were  all  full  the  capacity 
of  the  house  had  not  commenced  to  be  taxed,  since  there  remained  the  tables, 
floors,  chairs,  etc.,  and  nobody  complained  if  consigned  to  any  one  of  these 
resting-places.  A  spirit  of  comradeship  and  good  fellowship  pervaded  every 
community,  and  when  one  had  done  his  best,  even  though  he  failed,  public 
sentiment  commended  his  efforts. 
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AMUSEMENT  AND  RECREATION. 

House  raising  “bees'’  were  a  source  of  profitable  amusement  among  the 
pioneers,  in  that  one  individual  at  least  was  always  benefited,  and  in  time,  the 
whole  community  enjoyed  like  benefits,  for  the  raising  of  a  house  or  barn  was 
something  which  no  one  could  accomplish  single  handed.  A  feast  of  good 
things,  such  as  the  pioneer  mothers  could  make  from  the  material  at  hand,  was 
one  of  the  pleasures  intermingled  with  heavy  and,  sometimes,  dangerous  work. 
Often  a  dance  followed  the  completion  of  the  work,  the  new  building,  if  far 
enough  completed,  affording  the  “dance  hall,”  and  if  not  that,  then  some  other 
building  or  the  open  yard  was  dedicated.  There  was  always  a  “fiddler”  or 
two  in  every  community  who  could  play  the  popular  airs  of  the  day  and  “call” 
the  various  changes  of  the  cotillion,  Virginia  reel,  etc.  There  was  always  a 
disposition  among  the  pioneers  to  help  each  other,  and  a  neighbor  afflicted 
with  disease  or  other  hindering  cause  was  the  subject  of  universal  sympathy, 
of  the  tangible  kind,  and  his  crops  were  planted  or  harvested,  his  wood  hauled 
and  cut,  his  corn  husked  or  any  other  necessary  labor  was  performed  by  his 
neighbors  without  a  thought  of  recompense,  save  as  he,  in  turn,  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  repaying  in  kind. 

The  old-time  spelling  school  became  a  fixture  with  the  building  of  the  first 
school  houses  and  the  establishment  of  schools.  Every  school  had  from  one 
to  three  or  four  spelling-  schools  during  the  winter  term,  and  the  rivalry  for 
the  honors  of  “spelling  down”  became  animated,  and  good  oral  spellers  were 
thus  produced  in  every  community.  A  literary  programme  was  also  rendered, 
and  this  encouraged  the  pupils  to  lay  aside  natural  timidity  in  appearing  before 
the  public.  It  was  nothing  unusual  for  a  teacher  to  take  a  squad  of  his  best 
spellers  and  declaimers  and  walk  three  or  four  miles  to  meet  the  pupils  of  an¬ 
other  school  in  a  spelling  and  speaking  contest.  And  do  any  remember  the 
method  of  lighting  the  school-room  on  such  occasions?  “Who  can  bring  a 
candle  for  the  spelling  school  next  Friday  night?”  and  hands  went  up  by  every 
pupil  at  this  inquiry  from  the  teacher,  even  though  the  candle  was  not  always 
forthcoming,  for  every  one  wanted  and  enjoyed  this  little  respite  from  the 
ordinary  affairs  of  home  life.  The  candles  were  cut  in  two,  and  by  melting  a 
small  portion  of  tallow  on  the  window  sash,  they  could  be  made  to  stick  fast  by 
setting  the  candle  in  the  melted  grease  and  holding  it  until  it  cooled.  The 
teacher  usually  held  a  greasy  dripping  candle  in  his  hand  while  pronouncing 
the  words  which  were  to  determine  the  question  of  championship.  The  “cap¬ 
tains”  (usually  two  of  the  best  spellers  in  the  school)  having  chosen  everybody 
who  would  take  part  in  the  exercises,  the  “tug-of-war”  commenced,  and  after 
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a  little  preliminary  skirmishing  over  a  few  previously  prepared  lessons,  the 
“spelling  down”  was  commenced  and  continued  until  all  had  missed.  The 

last  to  “fall”  was  the  champion,  without  regard  to  whom  he  was  or  where  he 
came  from. 

Singing  schools  were  another  source  of  recreation  and  profit  at  a  little 
later  period  than  the  introduction  of  the  spelling  school,  and  were  conducted 
m  the  school  houses  and  sometimes  in  private  homes.  The  teachers  were 
usually  able  to  read  music,  though  some  who  came  here  from  the  Eastern  states 
brought  with  them  a  system  of  musical  notation  based  upon  the  shape  of  the 
notes,  called  the  buckwheat  notes,  by  the  use  of  which,  if  the  proper  tones 
were  learned  and  maintained,  it  was  claimed  that  the  student  did  not  need  to 
bother  his  head  about  the  key,  or  the  location  of  a  character  on  the  staff !  But 
we  had  some  excellent  singers  and  teachers  in  the  pioneer  singing  schools. 
Besides  the  practical  value  of  such  forms  of  recreation,  there  were  many  who 
took  advantage  of  this  opportunity  for  an  outing  who  did  not  take  active  part 
in  the  exercises.  It  afforded  an  excuse  for  an  evening  out,  as  did  the  dance 
and  the  spelling  school,  and  the  young  people  took  advantage  of  it  with  a  relish 
born  of  their  necessities. 

Hunting  at  the  present  day  is  called  “sport,”  but  it  is  doubtful  if  the  pio¬ 
neers  considered  it  such  when  driven  to  the  forest,  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  to 
replenish  the  depleted  larder.  However,  it  is  probable  that  they  enjoyed  this 
kind  of  “labor”  to  a  greater  degree  than  any  other  requiring  an  equal  amount 
of  energy  and  self-sacrifice.  With  the  earliest  pioneers  there  was  an  element 
of  danger  in  plunging  into  the  forest  alone  and  unsupported,  in  that  the  Indi¬ 
ans  were  removed  from  the  county  under  the  terms  of  three  different  treaties, 
and  some  lawfully  occupied  portions  of  the  county  for  several  years  after 
others  had  been  removed.  They  were  exceedingly  sensitive  over  the  question 
of  trespass  and  resented  any  encroachment  upon  their  rights.  But  a  party  of 
several  well-armed  white  men  were  usually  safe  from  molestation,  while  one 
or  two  were  in  danger. 

There  were  some  buffalo  in  Fayette  county  in  an  early  day,  and  deer 
were  plentiful,  likewise  the  smaller  game,  wild  fowls  and  fish  in  great  abund¬ 
ance.  It  is  believed  that  the  extremely  severe  winter  of  1857  killed  off  most 
of  the  deer,  either  from  their  inability  to  get  food  or  from  their  helplessness 
in  wading  the  deep  and  heavily  crusted  snow.  The  latter  condition  placed 
them  at  the  mercy  of  the  wolves  and  other  flesh-eating  animals,  while  even  the 
human  “animal”  was  not  slow  to  take  advantage  of  a  helpless  deer  wherever 
found,  even  though  he  could  use  nothing  but  the  hide ! 
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The  comparatively  few  buffaloes  were  soon  slaughtered  or  driven  across 
the  Missouri,  the  deer  were  soon  annihilated,  and  the  hunters  had  to  be  con¬ 
tent  with  the  small  game  and  fowls  and  the  slaughtering  of  the  prowlers  that 
have  infested  the  country  from  pioneer  days  to  the  present,  though  the  wolves 
have  not  been  a  source  of  much  damage  in  recent  years.  They  afford  the  oc¬ 
casion  for  periodical  hunting  parties  whereat  the  men  engaged  in  this  class  of 
sport  have  opportunity  to  show  their  powers  of  endurance  and  the  careful 
training  of  their  dogs.  Such  events  now-a-days  usually  wind  up  with  some 
kind  of  a  feast  provided  by  the  defeated  parties.  Prairie  chicken  hunting  has 
been  a  fad  for  many  years,  and  the  proficiency  of  the  “wing  shots”  has  become 
a  matter  of  comment.  This  species  of  fowl  was  very  plentiful  until  within 
comparatively  recent  years,  and  even  now  some  are  found  in  the  grain  fields; 
but,  like  the  quail  and  other  game  birds,  they  need  the  protection  which  the 
law  has  given  them.  But  in  the  early  days  the  prairie  chicken  was  always  a 
source  of  helpfulness  to  the  hungry  hunter,  as  it  was,  also,  the  harbinger  of 
spring  time,  and  the  nearest  neighbor  to  the  occupants  of  the  isolated  cabin. 
Their  crowing  and  cackling  by  day  was  a  compensating  offset  to  the  howling 
of  wolves  by  night. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


COURT  HOUSES,  JAIL,  POOR  FARM. 

A  plat  of  ground,  four  hundred  feet  square,  was  donated  to  the  use  of 
Fayette  county  for  public  buildings,  to  be  used  for  such  purposes  so  long  as 
the  county-seat  remained  at  West  Union;  but  in  case  of  removal,  the  “Square” 
was  to  revert  to  the  village.  The  proprietors  were  William  Wells,  Jacob 
Lybrand  and  J.  W.  Rogers.  The  ground  was  surveyed  and  platted  by  John 
M.  Gay,  county  surveyor  of  Clayton  county,  on  the  29th  of  April,  1850.  The 
construction  of  the  first  court  house  was  commenced  in  the  fall  of  1856,  and 
was  completed  and  occupied  the  next  year.  Its  ground  dimensions  were  forty 
by  sixty  feet,  two  stories  in  height,  built  of  brick,  and  cost  eight  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  It  was  destroyed  by  fire  September  15,  1872.  The  county  realized  five 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  one  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents  from  insurance  on 
the  burned  building.  Many  of  the  county  records  were  destroyed  in  the  fire, 
as  there  was  not  a  fire-proof  vault  in  the  building. 

This  is,  in  substance,  the  history  of  the  first  court  house,  and  yet  the  de¬ 
tails  of  this  procedure  would  cover  many  times  as  much  space  and  not  be  of 
any  material  interest.  It  seems  that  no  less  than  three  contracts  had  been  let 
for  the  building  of  the  court  house,  first,  by  acting-County  Judge  Burdick,  with 
one  Hutchinson,  who  was  to  erect  the  walls  of  a  brick  structure,  but  this  pro¬ 
ject  was  abandoned  in  1854.  At  the  August  election  of  that  year  Gabriel 
Long  became  county  judge,  and  the  effort  to  build  a  court  house  was  renewed. 
The  people  subscribed  liberally  in  money,  and  J.  W.  Rogers  and  William 
Wells  had  previously  donated  town  lots  and  other  lands  in  furtherance  of  the 
enterprise.  In  February,  1855,  Judge  Long  entered  into  a  contract  with 
Samuel  Hale  to  build  a  court  house,  this  bid  being  accepted  from  among  a 
number  submitted.  Mr.  Hale  gave  a  mortgage  on  four  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  as  a  guarantee  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  conditions 
imposed  in  the  contract,  this  in  lieu  of  personal  security  by  bond.  Mr.  Hale 
at  once  made  a  contract  for  the  brick  with  Mr.  Eggleston,  and  proceeded  to 
hew  and  prepare  the  building  timbers,  but  did  not  deliver  them  on  the  ground. 
It  appears  that  Mr.  Hale  was  paid  for  this  labor  by  Judge  Long,  on  the  14th 
of  March,  1855,  when  two  hundred  dollars  was  paid  him  on  court  house  con¬ 
tract. 
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Judge  Long  was  succeeded  by  C.  A.  Newcomb,  as  acting  county  judge, 
about  the  middle  of  April,  1855.  The  southern  part  of  the  county  made  de¬ 
termined  opposition  to  the  building  of  a  court  house  at  West  Union,  and  such 
strong  pressure  was  brought  against  the  project  that  Judge  Newcomb  finally 
decided  that  he  'would  not  confirm  the  Hale  contract.  About  this  time  the 
town  of  Fayette  offered  liberal  inducements  to  have  the  county-seat  removed 
to  that  place,  among  which  was  an  offer  to  build  a  court  house  without  ex¬ 
pense  to  the  people.  The  question  of  voting  a  tax  to  build  a  court  house  at 
West  Union  had  previously  been  decided  adversely  by  a  very  substantial  ma¬ 
jority ;  and  this  decision,  rendered  by  the  people  on  the  first  Monday  in  April, 
1854,  was  taken  as  an  indication  that  the  voters  were  undecided  as  to  where 
the  county  seat  should  be  located,  and  this  was  made  the  ground  work  of  the 
present  opposition  to  building  at  West  Union.  On  the  other  hand,  the  people 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  county  felt  that  the  building  of  a  court  house  at 
West  Union  would  serve  as  an  “anchor”  to  hold  the  county-seat  at  that  place. 

It  is  probable  that  the  action  of  acting-judge  M.  V.  Burdick  was  hasty 
and  not  authorized  by  the  circumstances,  in  that  he  made  the  contract  with 
Amos  Hutchinson  during  the  absence  in  St.  Louis  of  his  principal,  Judge 
Woodle,  and  in  face  of  the  fact  that  the  people  had  recently  voted  against  the 
proposition  to  tax  the  county  to  build  a  court  house. 

When  Judge  Woodle  returned  he  refused  to  ratify  the  contract  made  in 
his  absence  between  his  assistant,  Burdick,  and  Amos  Hutchinson,  and  it  is 
said  that  the  Judge  was  soundly  abused  by  Hutchinson  in  consequence.  Judge 
Woodle  died  of  typhoid  fever,  May  12,  1854,  and  Burdick  became  acting 
judge  until  the  August  election,  when  court  house  contract  number  one  be¬ 
came  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  retired  with  its  promoter. 

Judge  Long  was  the  successor  of  Judge  Woodle,  and  with  his  induction 
into  office  the  court  house  matter  was  urged  upon  him,  resulting  in  the  contract 
with  Samuel  Hale,  as  previously  mentioned.  Then  followed  the  rescinding  of 
the  Hale  contract  by  Judge  Newcomb,  who  succeeded  Long  by  appointment 
and  served  as  acting  county  judge  until  the  general  election  in  August,  1855. 
Newcomb  was  a  candidate  for  the  office  which  he  was  holding,  and  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  building  a  court  house  at  West  Union  became  the  paramount  issue  in  a 
heated  and  animated  campaign.  Mr.  Newcomb  was  unquestionably  between 
two  fires,  and  it  is  said  that  he  adopted  the  policy  of  many  other  politicians  in 
the  matter  of  ante-election  promises.  But  he  was  elected,  and  at  once  pro¬ 
posed  to  the  people  of  West  Union  that  if  they  would  raise  three  thousand 
dollars  by  popular  subscription  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  court  house,  he 
would  proceed  to  pay  the  balance  out  of  the  county  funds.  The  people,  fully 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


II 7 

aware  of  the  importance  of  prompt  action,  soon  raised  the  required  amount, 
with  the  stipulation  that  if  the  county-seat  should  be  removed  from  West 
Union  within  ten  years,  the  amount  subscribed  should  be  returned  to  the  sub¬ 
scribers,  with  ten  per  cent  interest  per  annum.  Late  in  the  year  1855,  Judge 
Newcomb  made  a  contract  with  William  Redfield  and  Dr.  J.  H.  Stafford  for 
the  erection  of  a  court  house;  and  during  the  winter  of  1855-6  the  contractors 
got  out  the  timbers  (previously  prepared  by  Mr.  Hale),  provided  other 
necessary  materials  and  made  preparations  for  a  vigorous  effort  when  spring 
opened.  Plans  and  specifications  had  been  before  all  the  county  judges,  who 
awaided  contracts,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  this  matter  had  been 
pretty  thoroughly  canvassed ;  but  whether  these  were  available  in  the  present 
case  does  not  appear.  However,  on  March  12,  1856,  William  R.  Montgom¬ 
ery  was  allowed  three  dollars  for  “making  specifications  on  court  house  con¬ 
tract  and  draughts.”  On  the  same  date,  William  Redfield  and  J.  H.  Stafford 

were  allowed  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  as  first  payment  on  court 
house  contract. 

Work  was  commenced  in  April,  1856,  and  on  the  29th  of  May  the  first 
stone  was  laid  in  the  foundation.  The  building  was  to  be  completed  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1857.  Ezra  Crosby  made  the  brick  and  laid  the  stone  work.  Judge 
Newcomb  went  out  of  office  in  August,  1857,  and  the  building  was  then  so 
nearly  completed  that  his  successor,  Judge  Rogers,  commenced  his  official 
term  in  the  new  building.  Judge  Newcomb  had  not  settled  with  the  con¬ 
tractors,  and  Judge  Rogers  objected  to  taking  the  responsibility  of  auditing 
accounts  for  work  over  which  he  had  no  jurisdiction.  By  mutual  agreement 
three  arbitrators  were  appointed,  whose  decision  should  be  final,  these  being 
Samuel  F.  Shepaid,  William  T.  Perry  and  D.  J.  Marvin.  They  met  on  the 
26th  of  August,  1857,  and  awarded  to  William  Redfield  and  J.  H.  Stafford 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  in  full  settlement  of  all  their 
then  existing  claims  against  the  county.  County  warrants  were  drawn  in 
favor  of  these  contractors  for  the  net  sum  of  seven  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars;  but  it  is  not  definitely  known  whether  this  amount  in¬ 
cluded  the  pay  for  the  timber  hewed  by  Hale,  as  an  order  was  drawn  in  his 
favor  by  Judge  Long,  on  “court  house  contract,”  March  14,  1855. 

The  question  of  taxation  for  county  buildings  had  been  decided  unfavor¬ 
ably  by  a  decisive  vote  of  the  people,  and  as  the  county  had  no  jail  or  suitable 
place  to  confine  criminals,  it  was  decided  to  improvise  one.  The  matter  of 
voting  a  tax  to  build  a  jail  had  been  three  times  decided  adversely,  first  at  the 
general  election  in  1859,  when  there  were  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  votes  cast  against  the  proposition  to  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  for  it ; 
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in  1863  the  same  question  was  before  the  people,  and  with  like  results  as  for¬ 
merly,  except  that  the  majority  against  the  proposition  was  somewhat  reduced ; 
in  1866  another  vote  was  taken,  and  the  jail  matter  was  again  decided  ad¬ 
versely,  by  a  majority  of  over  one  hundred  votes.  It  was  then  decided  by  the 
board  of  supervisors  that  they  would  appropriate  five  hundred  dollars  to  build 
a  substitute,  and  this  “substitute'’  proved  an  expensive  luxury,  as  will  appear 
later.  The  deciding  vote  of  the  people  was  cast  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
October,  1866,  and  on  the  17th  of  that  month  the  board  appropriated  the 
money  and  let  the  contract  for  building  a  “cell.”  This  was  located  in  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  court  house,  and  the  inner  wall  was  constructed  of 
oak  boards  laid  flatwise  upon  each  other  and  spiked  together.  The  boards 
being  six  inches  wide,  they  presented  a  rather  formidable  barrier  to  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  those  confined  within,  but  it  was  not  impervious  to  fire !  On  Sunday 
morning,  September  15,  1872,  one  James  Thompson,  alias  Benson,  was  con¬ 
fined  in  the  single  cell  in  this  improvised  bastile,  and  burned  his  way  to  liberty 
by  setting  fire  with  matches  and  enlarging  the  stove-pipe  hole  until  he  could 
crawl  through.  It  was  then  an  easy  matter  to  knock  a  hole  through  the  brick 
wall  of  the  court  house  and  make  his  escape.  This  he  did,  but  he  left  the 
building  on  fire,  and  the  court  house  and  many  valuable  records  were  de¬ 
stroyed.  R.  D.  Williams  and  C.  C.  Zeigler  were  sleeping  in  the  treasurer’s 
office,  guarding  the  county’s  strong  box,  and  were  aroused  by  some  noise  in 
the  direction  of  the  “jail.”  An  investigation  found  the  prisoner  escaped  and 
the  jail  on  fire.  The  alarm  was  given,  and  the  two  men  commenced  to  throw 
out  the  books  and  records.  When  re-arrested,  four  or  five  days  after  his 
escape,  Thompson  denied  any  intention  of  burning  the  building,  and  said  the 
fire  crept  beyond  his  sight  and  reach,  but  his  “good  intentions”  did  not  restore 
the  county’s  loss.  Temporary  quarters  were  soon  found  for  the  county 
offices,  and  after  some  delay  in  preparation  of  a  building,  they  were  installed 
in  the  “Stone  block,”  opposite  the  northwest  corner  of  the  public  square,  where 
they  remained,  at  an  annual  rental  of  four  hundred  dollars,  until  re-installed 
in  the  new  court  house. 

But  the  burning  of  the  court  house  re-opened  the  county-seat  controversy 
with  renewed  vigor,  and  precipitated  the  most  animated  campaign  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  that  long-continuing  contest.  The  “North”  and  the  “South”  became 
fully  alive,  and  though  the  capitulation  at  Appomattox  had  nominally  obliter¬ 
ated  “Mason  and  Dixie’s  line,”  its  effect  had  not  yet  reached  the  northeast 
corner  of  Iowa!  Petitions  and  remonstrances,  and  re-petitions  and  re-re¬ 
monstrances,  were  filed  with  the  board  of  supervisors  with  surprising  rapidity, 
and  apparently  every  able-bodied  man  was  employed  in  arraying  the  people  on 
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one  side  or  the  other.  A  legal  controversy  finally  arose,  and  the  determination 
of  the  vexed  question  went  into  the  courts,  where  it  remained  in  “statu  quo” 
until  the  “time  limit”  placed  an  embargo  on  further  proceedings,  and  the  final 
vote  on  the  removal  of  the  county-seat  was  not  taken.  But  it  was  an  animated 
campaign  of  red-hot  speeches,  and  the  best  talent  of  both  sides  had  nightly 
engagements  at  the  country  school  houses  and  in  the  towns.  Rev.  J.  L.  Paine, 
of  Fayette,  was  an  active  speaker  and  worker  for  “removal,”  while  Capt.  C.  H. 
Miller,  then  a  promising  young  lawyer,  usually  met  him  in  joint  debate.  Dr. 
Levi  Fuller  was  one  of  the  most  active  defenders  of  West  Union’s  interests, 
and  devoted  much  time  to  the  work,  though  others  were  equally  as  zealous  as 
he  in  other  lines  of  “defense.” 

The  county  was  now  without  either  jail  or  court  house;  and  since  the 
legal  tangle  into  which  the  county-seat  question  was  precipitated  was  still  oper¬ 
ating  to  the  detriment  of  those  favoring  removal;  and  realizing  that  “posses¬ 
sion  is  nine  points  in  law,”  the  West  Union  end  of  the  controversy  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  and  at  once  began  to  canvass  the  matter  of  rebuilding  the  court 
house.  A  proposition  was  submitted  to  the  board  of  supervisors,  signed  by 
nineteen  of  the  then  leading  business  men  of  the  town,  in  which  they  offered  to 
rebuild  the  court  house  on  the  old  site  for  an  appropriation  of  five  thousand 
dollars  from  the  county  funds,  the  contractors  to  have  the  old  foundation, 
brick  and  debris  free  of  cost.  These  petitioners  also  agreed  to  cause  the  title 
to  the  public  square  to  be  perfected  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  Another  propo¬ 
sition  was  filed  at  the  same  time  (April  12,  1873)  and  signed  by  nine  of  the 
business  men  of  West  Union,  eight  of  whom  were  signers  on  the  document 
previously  mentioned,  in  which  they  proposed  to  reimburse  the  county  for  the 
five  thousand  dollars  expended,  in  case  the  county-seat  should  be  removed 
from  West  Union  at  any  time  within  five  years;  the  stipulation  was  made  in 
this  proposition  that  Fayette  county  should  relinquish  to  them  its  rights  in 
and  to  the  court  house  square  and  the  building  thereon.  Flere  followed  the 
remonstrance  signed  by  about  two  thousand  five  hundred  voters,  protesting 
against  any  appropriation  being  made  for  the  erection  of  a  court  house,  or 
other  public  building,  until  the  question  of  such  appropriation  has  been  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  people  of  the  county.  On  the  nth  day  of  April,  1873,  in  fur¬ 
therance  of  the  conditions  mentioned  in  the  proposition  first  above  written, 
the  mayor  and  city  clerk  of  West  Union  executed  a  deed  conveying  all  the 
city’s  interests  in  the  court  house  square  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  its  “heirs 
and  assigns  forever.”  This  instrument  was  acknowledged  before  Levi  Fuller, 
notary  public,  April  18,  1873*  by  J.  J.  Berkey,  mayor,  and  William  E.  Welsh, 
recorder. 
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By  reason  of  the  formidable  opposition  to  rebuilding  the  court  house,  and 
the  legal  tangle  into  which  hasty  and  ill-advised  action  had  precipitated  the 
whole  matter,  nothing  further  was  done  for  about  a  year,  except  to  continue 
the  “sparring”  and  await  results. 

The  board  of  supervisors  at  this  time  was  composed  of  Fielding  Snedigar, 
Hiram  Hoagland  and  Rev.  H.  S.  Brunson.  Of  these  Snedigar  and  Hoagland 
were  favorable  to  continuing  the  county-seat  at  West  Union,  and  consequently 
to  rebuilding  the  court  house,  while  Mr.  Brunson  ably  represented  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  those  favoring  removal. 

After  a  heated  contest,  covering  nearly  two  years,  both  in  the  board  and 
outside  of  its  deliberations,  the  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dollars  asked  by 
the  committee  of  citizens  was  granted,  and  the  contract  let  May  7,  1874,  to 
Curtis  R.  Bent,  J.  S.  Sampson,  H.  B.  Hoyt,  Levi  Fuller  and  John  Owens. 
This  committee  sub-let  the  contract  to  David  Winrott  and  William  H.  Houck, 
for  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  work  was  commenced 
at  once.  The  work  was  prosecuted  with  such  vig'or  that  by  the  10th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  following,  the  house  was  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy.  The 
brick  work  and  plastering  was  done  by  George  Ogsbury,  the  wood  work  by 
Winrott  and  Huyclc  and  the  painting  by  A.  Pauch. 

The  building  being  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  one,  the  ground  di¬ 
mensions  of  which  were  forty  by  sixty  feet,  two  stories  high,  it  is  evident  that 
there  was  no  superfluous  room,  and  the  question  of  adding  to  the  court  house 
began  to  be  agitated,  almost  as  soon  as  it  was  rebuilt.  The  sheriff  and  county 
superintendent’s  offices,  as  well  as  jury  rooms,  had  to  be  provided  outside,  at 
an  annual  expense  of  about  five  hundred  dollars.  This  was  considered  an 
altogether  useless  expenditure  of  public  money,  to  say  nothing  of  the  humili¬ 
ation  of  being  unable  to  properly  “house”  the  county’s  business.  But  the 
“make-shift”  jail  had  been  destroyed,  and  the  expense  of  transporting  and 
feeding  prisoners  in  the  jails  of  other  counties  had  been  tested,  even  before 
the  building  of  the  pen  in  the  corner  of  the  court  house,  and  now  must  be  re¬ 
sumed. 

A  petition  was  presented  to  the  board  of  supervisors  on  the  8th  of  June, 
1881.  asking  that  a  special  election  be  held  to  decide  the  question  of  bonding 
the  county  in  a  sum  not  to  exceed  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  jail,  sheriff’s  office  and  residence,  office  for  the  county  superintend¬ 
ent  and  jury  rooms.  The  election  was  held  on  the  9th  of  August,  1881,  and 
resulted  in  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven  votes  for  the  propo¬ 
sition  and  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  against  it. 

During  a  political  campaign  which  followed  the  canvass  of  this  vote  one 
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of  the  three  members  of  the  board  of  supervisors  was  a  candidate  for  re-elec¬ 
tion.  It  is  well  known  that  in  an  emergency  the  board  has  the  discretionary 
power  to  vote  to  expend  five  thousand  dollars  from  the  county  funds  for  build¬ 
ing  or  improving  county  property,  but  cannot  exceed  that  sum  except  as  au¬ 
thorized  to  do  so  by  a  vote  of  the  people.  In  this  canvass  it  was  stated,  and 
generally  believed,  that  the  candidate  seeking  the  suffrages  of  the  people  had 
promised  that  if  re-elected,  he  would  not  vote  to-  appropriate  the  five  thousand 
dollars.  This  established  the  value  of  the  proposed  new  jail  at  a  lesser  sum; 
and  accordingly  two  members  of  the  board  voted  to  accept  the  proposition  of 
Edward  Easton,  to  build  the  jail  for  four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  dollars,  payable  in  advance.  The  plans  and  specifications  submitted  by 
Mr.  Easton  provided  for  a  county  jail  twenty-four  by  twenty-five  feet,  eleven 
feet  high  in  the  clear;  and  a  jailor’s  residence  attached,  thirty-five  feet  one 
inch  by  forty  feet  six  inches  square,  two  stories  high;  both  to  be  brick  buildings 
with  stone  foundations,  equipped  with  two  of  Pauley’s  steel-clad  cells,  and  in¬ 
cluding  the  iron  doors  and  iron  window  guards,  together  with  a  cistern  and 
cess-pool.  Mr.  Easton  filed  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars, 
which  was  approved,  and  he  immediately  began  the  work.  On  the  29th  of 
September,  1882,  the  buildings  were  completed  and  accepted  by  the  county, 
all  members  of  the  board  voting  in  the  affirmative.  The  board  of  supervisors 
at  this  time  were  T.  H.  Whiting,  J.  A.  Stevens  and  E.  B.  Stillman. 

ENLARGEMENT  OF  COURT  HOUSE. 

On  the  1 6th  of  September,  1891,  the  board  of  supervisors  passed  a  resolu¬ 
tion  to  submit  to  the  people  a  proposition  to  build  a  fire-proof  building  to  cost 
about  twelve  thousand  dollars,  for  the  better  protection  of  the  county’s  records 
and  books.  This  proposition  was  decided  adversely  at  the  polls  on  the  3d  of 
November,  1891,  the  vote  standing  nine  hundred  and  twenty- four  for  erecting 
the  building  and  levying  a  tax  to  pay  for  same,  to  three  thousand  and  eight 
against  it.  Realizing  the  need  of  the  proposed  improvement,  as  a  means  of 
protecting  the  books  and  records  from  dust  and  fire,  the  board  decided  to  again 
use  its  prerogative  of  appropriating  five  thousand  dollars  a  year  to  make  neces¬ 
sary  improvements  on  the  county  property.  June  23,  1893,  they  entered  into 
a  contract  with  William  El.  Efouck  to  build  two  fire-proof  vaults,  and  other¬ 
wise  improve  the  west  side  of  the  court  house.  The  cost  of  this  enlargement, 
including  the  vaults,  was  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars 
and  fifty  cents.  Members  of  the  board  were  J.  A.  Thompson,  W.  L.  Wells 
and  H.  M.  Wing.  A  contract  for  the  enlargement  of  offices  and  two  fire- 
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proof  vaults  on  the  east  side  of  the  court  house  was  entered  into  with  William 
H.  Houck,  January  26,  1894,  for  a  consideration  of  four  thousand  nine  hun¬ 
dred  forty-two  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents.  These  two  additions,  being 
each  two  stories  in  height,  provided  suitable  offices  for  the  county  superintend¬ 
ent  of  schools,  council  and  jury  rooms.  On  the  5th  of  June,  1905,  a  contract 
was  made  with  Kiple  and  Watkins  for  improving  the  front  of  the  building, 
the  court  room,  and  the  building  of  a  suitable  tower.  The  consideration  on 
this  contract  Was  four  thousand  nine  hundred  ninety-eight  dollars  and  thirty- 
five  cents.  After  the  contract  was  let,  plans  and  specifications  approved  and 
material  ordered,  the  city  of  West  Union  proposed  to  furnish  a  tower  clock, 
keep  the  same  in  repair,  and  purchase  the  old  tower  for  the  school  building, 
in  case  the  court  house  tower  was  built  in  such  a  manner  as  to  admit  of  the 
use  of  a  clock.  The  plans  were  slightly  changed  to  meet  this  proposition,  the 
county  having  an  additional  expense  of  one  hundred  dollars,  which,  however, 
is  included  in  the  cost  stated  above.  The  city  furnished  a  tower  clock  for  the 
court  house  at  an  expense  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  increase  in 
the  size  of  the  building  necessitated  enlargement  of  the  heating  plant,  and  a 
new  system  was  installed  at  a  cost  of  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen 
dollars.  Cement  walks  were  laid  across  the  square  as  needed,  and  guar¬ 
anteed  for  two  years  by  the  builder,  at  a  cost  of  six  hundred  and  ninety-one 
dollars  and  thirty-one  cents.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  cost  in  im¬ 
provements  during  the  period  of  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  netted  eighteen 
thousand  five  hundred  ninety-four  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents. 

NEW  JAIL  BUILDING. 

The  grand  jury  of  1908,  after  a  careful  investigation,  condemned  the  old 
jail  as  insufficient,  unfit  and  unsanitary,  and  recommended  that  a  new  jail  be 
built  consistent  with  the  needs  of  the  county.  The  board  of  supervisors,  rec¬ 
ognizing  this  need,  and  the  wisdom  of  prompt  action,  proceeded  to  invite  plans 
and  specifications,  and  on  the  19th  of  June,  1908,  awarded  the  contract  for 
supplying  the  structural  iron  to  the  Pauley  Jail  Building  Company,  of  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  for  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  1908,  the  board  awarded  the  contract  to  G.  L.  Smith 
to  remove  the  old  jail  and  erect  a  new  two-story  building,  to  be  completed  by 
the  1  st  of  October,  1908,  at  a  cost  of  two  thousand  eight  hundred  forty-five 
dollars  and  forty-five  cents.  On  the  14th  of  October,  following,  they  awarded 
the  contract  to  Smith  Brothers  for  heating  and  plumbing  the  jail  and  residence 
for  a  consideration  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars.  January  6,  1909, 
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a  contract  was  entered  into  with  the  Adams  Steel  Wire  Works,  of  Joliet,  Illi¬ 
nois,  to  install  six  tool-proof  cells,  a  juvenile  cell,  a  female  cell  and  twenty 
window  screens,  for  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars.  This 
work  was  completed  in  April,  1909,  the  entire  building  and  all  appurtenances 
costing  the  county  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  fifty-three  dollars 
and  forty-five  cents.  This  brings  the  total  expenditure  for  the  period  men¬ 
tioned  above,  to  twenty-six  thousand  five  hundred  forty-seven  dollars  and 
ninety-nine  cents.  It  is  not  within  the  province  of  this  work  to  decide  the 
question  of  right  or  wrong  in  the  methods  employed  to  build  a  court  house 
and  jail  in  apparent  defiance  of  the  expressed  will  of  the  people.  It  appears 
that  every  effort  made  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the  county  to  tax  the 
people  for  public  buildings  was  defeated  at  the  polls,  sometimes  with  very 
decided  disapproval.  This  cannot  be  taken  as  an  indication  that  the  intelligent 
people  of  this  county  did  not  recognize  the  needs  of  the  county  in  this  respect, 
but  that  the  question  of  a  permanent  location  of  the  county-seat  had  not  been 
fully  decided.  Ignoring  a  further  discussion  of  this  matter,  we  will  close  the 
subject  by  expressing  the  opinion  that  Fayette  county  is  much  better  provided 
for  in  the  matter  of  public  buildings,  and  at  much  less  expense,  than  most  of 
the  agricultural  counties  of  the  state.  The  public  money  seems  to  have  been 
expended  judiciously  and  with  superior  intelligence  in  recognizing  the  needs 
of  the  people.  Fayette  county  may  justly  feel  proud  of  her  public  buildings, 
and  of  the  economical  manner  in  which  her  servants  have  administered  public 
affairs  in  the  people’s  interests. 

FAYETTE  COUNTY’S  POOR. 

Liberal  provision  has  always  been  made  for  the  poor,  first  by  boarding 
indigent  persons  in  private  homes  (a  policy  which  exists  to  some  extent  at 
present)  and  next  by  purchasing  a  farm  and  establishing  a  permanent  home 
for  all  worthy  poor  residing  in  the  county. 

The  first  farm  was  purchased  by  the  board  of  supervisors  (then  consist¬ 
ing  of  one  member  from  each  of  the  twenty  townships)  on  the  7th  of  June, 
1864.  through  their  representatives,  Hon.  D.  G.  Goodrich  and  Hon.  C.  R. 
Bent.  This  committee  purchased  the  William  Morras  farm  in  Illyria  town¬ 
ship,  embracing  one  hundred  forty-two  and  one-half  acres  in  sections  9  and  16, 
for  a  consideration  of  two  thousand  dollars.  In  September  of  the  same  year, 
two  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  by  the  board  to  stock  the  farm  and 
provide  necessary  grain,  provisions,  furniture,  farming  implements,  etc.  Some¬ 
thing  over  one  thousand  dollars  was  expended  for  this  purpose,  the  balance  of 
the  appropriation  being  returned  to  the  county  treasury. 
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Lewis  M.  Allen  and  wife  were  installed  as  the  first  steward  and  steward¬ 
ess,  and  the  poor  of  the  county  were  gathered  in  and  assigned  quarters  in  an 
old  log  house  on  the  premises  convenient  to  the  farm  residence  occupied  by  the 
steward  and  his  family.  The  salary  of  the  first  steward  and  stewardess  was 
fixed  at  five  hundred  dollars  a  year,  which,  of  course,  included  house-rent  and 
board.  Mr.  Allen  died  while  serving  the  county  in  this  capacity  and  his  wife 
and  hired  help  conducted  the  farm  and  looked  after  the  poor  until  a  successor 
to  her  husband  was  selected  and  installed.  The  successor  was  Rev.  William 
Moore,  a  pioneer  in  Tllyria  township,  who,  with  his  wife,  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  steward  and  stewardess  in  1867.  On  June  11,  1868,  the  board  of 
supervisors,  realizing  that  much  money  must  be  expended  in  erecting  proper 
buildings,  and  also  realizing  that  the  farm  was  too  small  to  provide  for  pres¬ 
ent  and  prospective  needs,  took  favorable  action  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  on  poor  farm  and  decided  to  sell  the  old  farm  and  purchase  a  larger 
one.  In  accordance  with  this  resolution,  the  old  farm  was  sold  to  Major  D.  B. 
Herriman,  then  a  member  of  the  board  from  Illyria  township,  the  county  real¬ 
izing  the  purchase  price.  It  was  at  once  transferred  to  Joseph  Holsworth,  and 
subsequently  became  the  property  of  James  and  Rachel  Wilson  and  Lewis 
Hunsberger. 

PURCHASE  OF  THE  SECOND  FARM. 

The  committee  on  poor  farm  recommended  the  purchase  of  land  in  West- 
field  township,  in  which  the  board  concurred,  and  three  tracts  of  land  were 
purchased  from  as  many  different  owners,  the  whole  aggregating  two  hundred 
eighty-three  and  twenty-seven  hundredths  acres,  at  a  total  cost  of  two  thou¬ 
sand  two  hundred  fourteen  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents.  This  land  was  un¬ 
improved,  except  that  some  of  it  had  been  fitted  for  cultivation,  but  there  were 
no  buildings  which  could  be  utilized  for  the  purposes  of  a  county  poor  farm. 
The  erection  of  a  barn  thirty  by  forty  feet  was  commenced  soon  after  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  land,  and  Mr.  Moore  moved  the  inmates  of  the  old  quarters,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  own  family  and  the  movable  property  of  the  county,  into  the 
unfinished  barn,  and  all  lived  there  together  until  the  house  (which  soon  fol¬ 
lowed)  was  inclosed  and  ready  for  occupancy.  On  June  11,  1869,  the  com¬ 
mittee  reported  that  they  had  built  a  barn  of  the  dimensions  above  mentioned, 
and  that  the  total  cost  was  one  thousand  four  hundred  twenty-six  dollars  and 
thirty-six  cents.  The  completion  of  the  house  was  reported  by  the  committee 
at  the  session  in  January,  1870-;  total  cost  of  same,  two  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars. 

These  accommodations  were  considered  sufficient  for  a  great  many  years ; 
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but  as  the  population  increased,  the  demands  for  caring  for  the  poor  were  cor¬ 
respondingly  increased;  and  besides  this,  it  was  determined  that  the  incurable 
insane  could  be  cared  for  within  the  bounds  of  our  own  county  at  less  expense 
than  in  the  asylums.  Accordingly,  on  the  8th  of  April,  1898,  the  board  of 
supervisors  decided  to  submit  the  matter  of  building  a  new  county  poor  house 
and  insane  ward  to  the  people  of  the  county  at  the  general  election  of  that  year. 
The  board  estimated  the  cost  at  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  proposed  that  a 
tax  of  one  mill  be  levied  in  the  years  1899,  1900  and  1901,  sufficient  revenue 
being  derived  therefrom  to  liquidate  the  indebtedness.  This  proposition  was 
voted  on  at  the  November  election,  1898,  and  carried  with  a  wholesome  ma¬ 
jority.  A  large  and  commodious  brick  building  was  at  once  commenced,  it 
being  two  stories  in  height  and  suitably  partitioned  and  arranged  to  meet  the 
requirements  with  as  little  labor  for  the  nurses  and  attendants  as  possible.  It 
has  the  external  appearance  of  a  public  institution  of  modern  times,  and  is 
equipped  with  all  necessary  appliances  for  the  comfort  and  protection  of  the 
unfortunates  whose  only  home  is  provided  by  public  charity.  The  insane  ward 
is  a  characteristic  feature  of  this  institution,  being  modeled  after  the  larger 
hospitals  in  the  matter  of  multiplying  conveniences  and  minimizing  dangers. 
The  large  farm  produces  nearly  everything  consumed  at  the  institution,  and 
the  luxury  of  fresh  milk,  butter,  eggs  and  vegetables  is  something  to  be  ap¬ 
preciated,  even  by  mildly  insane  people  who  have  been  inmates  of  the  state 
institutions  in  the  larger  cities. 

The  installation  of  a  complete  electric  light  and  power  plant  is  the  latest 
investment  in  needed  appliances  around  the  home.  This  was  completed  and 
started  on  the  17th  of  February,  1910.  The  total  cost  was  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  and  twenty-three  cents.  Five  acres  of 
land  have  been  added  to  the  original  purchase,  the  total  acreage  being  now 
two  hundred  and  eighty-eight.  This  property,  including  buildings,  is  ap¬ 
praised,  conservatively,  at  forty-five  thousand  dollars.  The  personal  prop¬ 
erty  at  the  institution  was  appraised  at  nine  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eighty-five  dollars  and  nine  cents,  which  includes  stock  of  all  kinds,  poultry, 
grain,  hay,  vegetables,  farm  machinery,  harness  and  robes,  household  goods 
and  furniture,  kitchen  utensils,  beds  and  bedding,  clothing  and  miscellaneous 
articles. 

During  the  year  1908  (the  period  covered  by  the  foregoing  figures) 
there  was  realized  from  the  sale  of  products  of  the  farm,  a  total  sum  of 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents;  and 
during  the  same  period  there  was  expended  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents,  which  shows  a  small  balance  to  the 
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credit  of  the  farm.  The  average  number  of  inmates,  poor  and  insane,  from 
January  i,  1908,  to  January  1,  1909,  was  forty-eight  and  one-third.  During 
this  period  the  total  mortality  was  seven,  of  whom  five  were  in  the  insane 
ward.  The  present  steward  and  matron  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Smith, 
who  are  employed  at  an  annual  salary  of  eight  hundred  dollars. 

In  addition  to  the  provisions  of  this  institution,  there  are  many  persons 
in  the  county  who  receive  partial  support  at  their  homes,  on  order  of  the  town¬ 
ship  trustees  of  their  respective  home  townships.  The  sum  thus  expended 
aggregates  several  thousand  dollars  annually.  The  largest  expenditure  for 
this  purpose  within  the  last  twelve  years  was  in  1904,  when  twelve  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eight  dollars  was  so  expended.  The  smallest  within  the 
same  period  was  in  1906,  when  the  cost  was  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-one  dollars  and  seventy-seven  cents,  and  the  average  expenditure 
on  this  account  for  the  period  mentioned  above  was  seven  thousand  four 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  per  annum. 

SOLDIERS'1  RELIEF  COMMISSION. 

There  is  another  class  of  indigent  persons  who  are  cared  for  in  part, 
at  their  homes,  or  in  the  families  of  friends,  and  who  are  exempt  from  the 
humiliation  of  going  to  the  poorhouse  by  reason  of  having  been  soldiers  in 
the  service  of  their  country.  An  average  of  about  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  per  year  has  been  paid  to  the  indigent  soldiers  or  their  wid¬ 
ows  during  the  last  ten  years.  This  sum  has  been  distributed  among  thirty- 
five  families  during  the  year  1908. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


GERMAN-AMERICAN  CITIZENSHIP  AND  OTHER  FOREIGN  IMMIGRANTS. 

By  Rev.  G.  Blessin. 

In  the  forties  and  fifties  of  the  nineteenth  century  a  fever,  which  may  be 
called  “The  Teutonic  Wanderlust,”  possessed  the  German  nation  and  swept 
over  it  like  a  plague.  Thousands  of  Germans,  poor,  honest  and  thrifty,  were 
looking  for  a  new  place  in  which  to  “live,  move  and  have  their  being.”  Nat¬ 
urally  their  hearts  and  eyes  were  set  toward  America,  which  in  those  days 
was  eagerly  waiting  for  just  such  settlers  as  these  to  develop  its  boundless 
resources,  to  people  its  endless  plains;  in  a  word,  the  country  was  waiting 
for  some  one  to  tickle  its  prairie  flanks  with  the  plough  and  the  hoe  so  that 
it  might  laugh  with  fruitful  harvests. 

In  these  early  years  many  of  the  Germans  came  out  of  political  regard. 
Their  dreams  of  a  German  nation,  an  empire  feared  and  respected  by  the  na¬ 
tions  of  the  globe,  did  not  materialize.  High  ideals,  energy,  toil  and  labor — 
all  these  seemed  to  them  to  be  useless.  The  proper  moment  and  method 
for  their  fulfilment  had  not  yet  arrived.  In  their  disgust,  consequently,  and 
in  their  disappointment,  they  forsook  the  land  they  loved  and  sought  one 
in  which  their  ideals  could,  in  a  measure  at  least,  be  realized.  Others,  again, 
came  to  enjoy  a  greater  freedom  in  religious  things;  others  simply  to  im¬ 
prove  their  conditions  financially  and  socially.  With  a  population  of  nearly 
fifty  millions  living  on  an  area  hardly  as  large  as  the  state  of  Texas,  it  was 
evident  that  some  would  fall  short  on  acreage,  and  that  in  consequence  their 
lot  would  be  one  of  servitude  in  their  home  land.  In  order  to  secure  their 
share  of  Mother  Earth’s  indebtedness  to  them,  they  came  to  the  New  World, 
where  all  could  be  had  for  the  asking  and  where  the  waving  prairie  land  was 
waiting  to  be  embraced  by  willing  hearts  and  strong  arms. 

Thus  they  came  to  the  West,  of  earthly  possessions  bringing  little, 
if  anything;  of  good  will  and  determination  to  succeed,  a  great  deal.  Theirs 
Were  characters  not  easily  turned  from  their  course.  They  took  hold  of  the 
acres  acquired  with  an  earnestness  that  meant  results  and  by  and  by  they 
became  factors  in  the  development  of  the  country  at  large.  Not  that  they 
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were  especialfy  anxious  to  be  in  the  limelight.  This  is  not  a  German  charac¬ 
teristic.  His  character  and  his  past,  of  which  he  is  justly  proud,  do  not 
make  him  especially  fond  of  being  in  the  political  foreground.  As  a  general 
thing  he  avoids  publicity,  but  When  time  and  necessity  demand,  whether  in 
peace  or  in  war,  he  never  fails  to  stand  unflinchingly  on  the  side  of  the  right, 
and  many  a  sharp  political  battle  has  been  decidedly  influenced  or  decisively 
decided  by  the  honest  vote  of  the  German  and  his  direct  descendant.  There 
is  no  question  about  this,  that  of  all  immigration,  the  German  has  proven 
itself  the  most  desirable,  and,  in  conglomerate  America,  integrity  and  thrift 
and  all  that  is  good  and  desirable  for  right  citizenship  has  been  found  to  ap¬ 
proach  nearest  the  ideal  in  the  German. 

While  the  German  has  been  careful  to  preserve  his  language,  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  Luther,  of  Schiller,  Goethe,  Kant  and  Lessing,  the  language  of 
some  of  this  world’s  greatest  men,  he  is  not  prejudiced  against  the  language  of 
the  land  of  his  adoption.  He  takes  kindly  to  its  schools,  its  usages  (if 
they  be  good),  its  government  and  its  people. 

By  far  the  greater  number  of  Germans  enter  the  country  to  remain,  a 
fact  which,  if  the  German  had  no  other  redeeming  feature,  were  strong  enough 
to  prove  him  far  more  desirable  than  the  Italian,  the  Japanese,  the  Chinese, 
or  the  Jew,  who  come  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  fortune  at  all  costs  and 
by  all  means,  honest  or  dishonest,  and  who  then  hasten  back  to  their  home 
land  where  they  live  like  lords  on  money  bled,  one  might  say,  out  of  the 
benefactor. 

It  is  true  that  the  German  has  his  imperfections.  There  are  some  who 
neglect  the  great  ideals  of  life  and  who  have  fallen  victims  to  a  miserable 
greed.  There  are  Germans  who  are  so  immersed  in  the  acquisition  of  worldly 
possessions,  that  justice,  honesty  and  integrity  are  entirely  forgotten.  Such 
are,  however,  the  exception.  The  German  has  never  been  an  office  seeker, 
endeavoring  by  hook  or  crook  to  make  his  point.  Shrewdness  and  dishonest 
cunning  are  not  in  his  vocabulary,  and  luckily  so.  When  a  German  becomes 
an  American  citizen,  he  is  seldom  persuaded  by  flattering  tongue,  promises, 
or  by  bribe.  He  rarely  forsakes  a  good  cause. 

As  a  workman,  whether  in  the  office  or  in  the  professions,  a  tiller  of 
the  soil  or  a  sailor  on  the  sea,  as  a  skilled  artisan  or  rough  mechanic,  he  is 
found  reliable  and  trustworthy.  He  gives  a  good  pound  for  a  good  coin. 
Pass  through  the  country  in  late  spring  or  in  summer,  when  the  meadow  lark 
sings  and  the  pastures  are  green  and  alive  with  happy  creatures.  Wher¬ 
ever  there  are  well-worked  fields,  wherever  you  see  a  fine,  well-kept  home. 
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a  big  red  barn  that  looks  as  though  it  contained  something  worth  while ;  where 
outbuildings  have  a  clean,  wholesome  appearance,  painted  and  in  good  re¬ 
pair;  wherever  you  find — even  if  only  in  a  modest  way — a  little  flower 
garden  of  pansies  and  mignonettes  before  the  door,  you  will  usually  find 
that  the  flower  garden  belongs  to  “Grossmutter,”  and  that  a  husky  Deutscher 
fits  into  the  jeans  just  washed  and  which  swing  to  and  fro  in  the  wind  and 
sunshine  on  the  wash-line  back  of  the  house. 

The  Germans  of  this  country  are  a  saving  people.  Writers  of  our  time 
have  emphasized  American  Waste.  At  present  the  great  American  word  is 
“conservation.”  It  has  been  the  word  with  the  German  nation  and  with 
Germans  for  centuries.  Whether  in  a  German  business  house  or  in  a  Ger¬ 
man  kitchen,  whether  in  a  German  purse  or  palace,  “save”  seems  to  be  the 
key-note.  Very  often  we  find  the  German  too  saving.  He  sometimes  likes 
to  stint,  denying  himself  many  innocent  pleasures  and  things  which  he  needs, 
simply  for  the  sake  of  hoarding  his  riches,  and  that  for  no  other  purpose 
than  merely  to  possess,  to  have  and  to  hold,  and  then — to  die  and  leave  his 
all  to  a  job-lot  of  lazy,  good-for-nothing  heirs,  who  come  smirking  and  smiling 
to  the  funeral,  because  of  the  old  man’s  foolishness.  Very  often  he  sees 
nothing,  hears  nothing  of  the  artistic  and  the  beautiful.  But  we  must  ad¬ 
mit  that  even  this  so  often  misunderstood  and  much-criticised  characteristic 
has  its  redeeming  features.  There  can  be  no  more  powerful  antidote  to 
American  fast  life  than  this.  Its  workings  are  like  those  of  a  governor 
on  a  powerful  Corliss  engine.  If  that  should  break,  what  would  become  of 
our  Americans  with  their  instinctive  and  unquenchable  desire  for  speed? 
Even  so  let  it  be — the  German  serves  a  good  purpose  even  here  in  conserving 
what  would  otherwise  be  lost.  In  business  matters,  however  great  or  small 
the  enterprise,  the  German  is  always  a  man  of  integrity  and  of  firm  financial 
bottom.  There  would  be  no  watered  stock  or  high  finance  if  it  were  a  Ger¬ 
man  Wall  street.  “Ein  Mann,  ein  Wort”  (a  man,  a  word)  is  a  well-known 
proverb  among  Germans,  and  a  German’s  simple  word  “I  promise  to  pay”  is 
usually  considered  just  as  good  as  a  note.  Ask  the  large  men  of  our  cities 
who  employ  by  the  hundreds  and  who  know  reliability  and  ability.  Unan¬ 
imously  they  say,  “Give  us  a  German  any  time  and  every  time.” 

In  the  great  national  family  gathered  under  the  stars  and  stripes,  the 
German  always  will  be  a  prominent  member.  Here  in  Fayette  county  and 
in  its  interesting  history  he  has  in  his  own  modest  way  played  an  important 
part  in  its  development,  and,  let  us  hope,  will  in  future  also  play  an  important 
part  in  the  further  growth  and  development  of  our  beautiful  county. 
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THE  FOREIGN  POPULATION. 

Next  to  the  Germans,  the  Irish  people  predominate  among  the  foreign 
immigrants  in  Fayette  county.  Some  of  them  came  with  the  earliest 
pioneers,  and  have  been  thoroughly  identified  with  the  county’s  growth  and 
prosperity  from  the  first.  They  have  always  manifested  an  active  interest 
in  our  schools  and  public  institutions,  and  have  generally  been  useful  and 
reliable  citizens  whom  any  country  is  glad  to  welcome.  They  have  been 
prosperous,  as  a  race,  and  some  of  our  most  competent  and  trustworthy 
public  officials  have  been  selected  from  among  the  Irish  population.  They 
readily  “Americanize,”  yet  there  is  no  nationality  on  the  globe  more  loyal 
to  their  mother-country  than  the  Irish.  Millions  of  dollars  have  gone  out 
of  this  country  in  aid  of  the  oppressed  in  Ireland,  and  it  was  given  as  freely 
and  willingly  as  the  same  contributors  would  provide  for  their  own  families. 

A  very  large  majority  of  the  Irish  in  Fayette  county  are  Roman  Catholics, 
and  there  again  is  shown  their  devotion  to  a  principle  which  they  believe  to 
lie  right,  and  even  the  third  and  fourth  generations  in  America  are  as  loyal 
to  the  mother  church  as  the  first  and  second.  But  this  is  an  inborn  principle 
which  is  shown  in  devotion  to  friends  almost  as  strongly  as  in  their  religious 
affiliations. 

The  Scandinavians  are  next  in  numbers  and  importance.  Most  of 
them  came  at  a  later  period  than  the  Germans  and  the  Irish,  though  a  few 
were  here  in  very  early  days.  Many  of  them  came  here  very  poor,  and  en¬ 
dured  many  hardships  and  privations  while  establishing  homes  among  us ;  but 
their  economy  and  industry  have  placed  many  of  them  in  affluent  circumstances. 
Probably  they  are  the  most  self-sacrificing  people,  when  necessary,  among 
us,  as  they  are,  also,  the  most  inclined  to  centralize,  though  this  feature  is 
'strongly  emphasized  in  the  German  population.  Some  of  our  Norwegians 
and  Swedes  are  among  the  most  wealthy  and  prosperous  farmers  in  the 
county.  They  are  nearly  all  Republicans  in  political  affiliations,  and  adhere 
to  Lutheranism  as  their  religious  faith.  They  are  not  habitual  office-seekers, 
but  when  one  of  their  number  is  nominated  for  a  public  office,  they  are  loyal  to 
him  to  the  last  man.  In  the  adjoining  county  of  Winneshiek  they  are  very 
aggressive,  politically,  and  dominate  most  of  the  county  offices.  They  have 
in  Decorah  a  newspaper  printed  in  their  own  language,  and  which  has  a 
weekly  circulation  of  about  forty  thousand  copies.  They  also  have  an 
institution  of  higher  learning,  known  as  Luther  College,  whereat  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  those  who  can  afford  the  expense,  are  educated  in  their 
native  language  and  religion. 
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There  are  a  few  Bohemian  families  in  the  county,  and  many  of  them  just 
over  the  line  in  Winneshiek  county.  They  are  an  industrious  and  frugal 
people,  with  a  tendency  to  incorporate  the  customs  of  their  native  country 
in  their  towns  and  communities  thickly  settled  by  them. 

Of  course  we  have  the  English  people,  but  they  are  so  nearly  like  our  own 
that  it  would  be  an  insult  to  them  to  classify  them  as  “foreigners.”  As  soon 
as  an  Englishman  arrives  in  this  country  for  a  permanent  residence,  he 
becomes  an  American  and  adopts  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  country  as  his 
own.  We  have  many  prosperous  and  intelligent  English  people  whom 
we  could  not  spare  if  we  would,  and  would  not  spare  if  we  could.  This 
also  includes  the  few  Scotch  and  Welsh  people  among  us. 

Eayette  county  is  proud  of  her  foreign  population,  some  of  whom  have 
filled  many  prominent  places  in  the  state  and  nation,  and  wield  a  potent  in¬ 
fluence  in  the  management  of  public  affairs.  After  all,  they  are  only  a  few 
generations  nearer  to  the  mother-country  than  the  typical  American  whose 
ancestors  came  here  with  the  birth  of  the  Nation. 

THE  NEGROES. 

A  settlement  of  colored  people  was  made  in  Westfield  township  as 
early  as  1852.  Rev.  George  Watrous  was  most  likely  the  person  who  in¬ 
duced  a  few  colored  families  to  seek  their  fortunes  in  a  new  country.  Mr. 
Watrous  was  a  very  zealous  pioneer  minister  of  the  United  Brethren  denomi¬ 
nation,  and  having  known  some  of  these  colored  people  near  his  earlier  home 
in  Kankakee,  Illinois,  and  knowing  them  to  he  good  and  reliable  people, 
he  induced  some  of  them  to  locate  on  government  land  then  open  to  settle¬ 
ment  in  Fayette  county.  Others  soon  followed,  and  within  a  comparatively 
short  time  there  was  a  considerable  settlement,  composed  entirely  of  colored 
people,  located  in  a  neighborhood  since  known  as  the  “Colored  Settlement." 
These  people  were  not  of  the  pure  African  blood,  but  a  mixture  of  various 
nationalities,  among  whom  the  African  and  Portuguese  predominated.  -Their 
features  are  much  more  regular  than  the  African  with  whom  we  are  familiar, 
and  they  were  more  progressive,  more  intelligent,  and  much  more  industrious 
and  frugal.  They  were  law-abiding,  and  at  once  took  a  great  interest  in 
religious  and  educational  development.  Under  the  teachings  of  “Father 
Watrous”  the  early  stock  who  were  not  already  connected  with  the  United 
Brethren  church  soon  joined  it,  and  when  the  school  house  was  built  in  their 
neighborhood  a  preaching  appointment  was  established,  coincident  with  the 
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opening  of  the  school,  and  has  been  continued  to  this  day.  A  plat  of  ground 
on  a  commanding  site  was  soon  dedicated  for  burial  purposes,  and  is  still  main¬ 
tained,  a  credit  to  any  district. 

As  the  years  passed,  and  the  founders  of  this  unique  colony  became  able, 
their  children  were  placed  in  the  higher  schools,  a  considerable  number  of  them 
being  graduated  from  the  Upper  Iowa  University.  Some  of  them  have  be¬ 
come  excellent  teachers,  whose  color  was  no  bar  to  their  success,  even  among 
white  children. 

It  is  not  believed  that  any  of  these  people  were  ever  slaves,  though  such 
may  have  been  the  case  in  a  few  instances.  They  were  not  received  with  favor 
by  the  early  pioneers,  and  some  ineffectual  efforts  were  made  by  a  few  of  the 
more  radical  pro-slavery  people  to  dissuade  them  from  establishing  homes 
among  the  white  people;  but  the  Civil  war,  and  its  effects,  proved  a  panacea 
for  this  feeling,  and  for  many  years  the  colored  people  of  that  community 
have  been  regarded  as  among  our  most  reliable  and  trustworthy  people.  They 
have  been  prosperous  and  generally  inclined  to  not  intermingle,  but  have  kept 
to  themselves.  Some  of  them  enlisted  in  the  army  and  served  with  honor 
throughout  the  years  of  the  Civil  war  when  their  services  were  acceptable. 

Some  of  the  earliest  families  among  us  were  the  Basses,  Thomas  and  John 
Graham,  J.  J.  Epps,  Seymour  Wilson  (who  was  killed  in  digging  a  well), 
Benjamin  Anderson,-  Jack  Tann  (who-  claimed  to  have  been  descended  from 
the  Hindoo,  Indian  and  negro  races),  Samuel  Maxfield,  Isam  Lewis  (father 
of  the  Lewis  boys  of  the  present  day),  the  Stepp  and  Collins  families,  “Aunt 
Sally  Wilson,”  and  perhaps  others.  The  Bass  family  had  three  early  repre¬ 
sentatives  here,  viz :  T.  R.  Bass,  Sion  Bass  and  Sandy  Bass.  The  old  stock 
of  most  of  these  families  are  laid  to  rest  in  Pleasant  Ridge  cemetery,  near  the 
stone  school  house-church  which  they  have  occupied,  uninterruptedly,  for  both 
educational  and  religious  purposes  for  half  a  century. 

No  other  negroes,  except  these,  have  ever  located  permanently,  within  the 
bounds  of  the  county.  With  the  development  of  Oelwein  into  a  railroad  cen¬ 
ter,  some  have  been  attracted  there,  in  the  prosecution  of  their  labors,  but  they 
have  not  become  permanent  settlers. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


PUBLIC  UTILITIES. 

The  subject  of  railroads  has  been  pretty  thoroughly  presented  in  a  gen¬ 
eral  way,  in  the  article  on  state  history,  and  a  special  article  appears  from  the 
pen  of  Rev.  J.  L.  Paine,  on  the  history  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
railroad  in  Fayette  county.  It  therefore  remains  only  to  present  a  record  of 
the  early  efforts  of  the  people  in  this  direction,  and  to  present  the  history  of 
the  roads  not  included  in  Mr.  Paine’s  article. 

Unfortunately,  Fayette  county  was  outside  of  the  routes  chosen  for  the 
first  trunk  lines  across  the  state,  and  this  delayed  the  building  of  roads  in  this 
county  until  the  through  lines  were  established  and  “feeders”  became  a  neces¬ 
sity.  The  people  of  the  county  were  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  this 
method  of  communication  with  the  outside  world,  and  meetings  were  held  in 
the  early  fifties  looking  to  the  establishment  of  railroads,  and  were  continued 
at  short  intervals  from  that  time  until  the  first  road  was  finally  built.  Refer¬ 
ence  has  been  made  to  the  building  of  the  Iowa  and  Dakota  division  of  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul,  as  now  o:wned  and  operated,  and  the  various 
owners  of  that  line,  the  tardiness  in  building,  the  willing  contributions  of  the 
people  in  furtherance  of  its  building,  and  the  wasteful  policy  of  handling  the 
public  domain  when  a  railroad  company  was  interested.  But  the  Iowa  and 
Dakota,  though  furnishing  our  first  practical  outlet  to  the  eastern  markets,  did 
not  touch  Fayette  county,  though  it  passed  near  our  northern  boundary.  Fay¬ 
ette  county  did  not  have  a  mile  of  railroad  within  its  borders  until  the  early 
seventies,  notwithsanding  the  people  were  always  ready  and  “willing  to  en¬ 
courage  with  their  money  and  lands,  any  reasonable  project  which  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  them. 

The  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  was  the  first  railroad  corporation  to 
run  a  train  in  Iowa,  this  being  the  line  which  subsequently  ran  west  from 
Davenport,  via  Des  Moines,  to  Council  Bluffs  and  Omaha.  The  Rock  Island 
was  thus  the  pioneer  railroad  in  Iowa,  and  its  patrons  along  the  Cedar  Rapids 
and  Decorah  branch  are  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  it  has  not  lost  all  of  its 
“pioneer”  proclivities ! 
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The  first  road  which  promised  anything  tangible  for  Fayette  county  was 
a  proposition  to  build  a  narrow  gauge  road  up  the  Turkey  river  valley,  and 
numerous  meetings  were  held  in  1871-2  in  furtherance  of  this  project.  An¬ 
other  line  of  narrow  gauge  road  was  proposed,  to  run  from  Des  Moines,  via 
Marshalltown  and  Waterloo,  thence  to  intersect  the  proposed  Turkey  river 
line.  These  routes  were  both  surveyed  in  1871-2,  but  nothing  further  was  ac¬ 
complished.  About  this  time  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota 
Railroad  Company  surveyed  the  route  from  Cedar  Rapids  to  Postville,  and 
promised  completion  if  properly  sustained  and  aided  by  the  people. 

The  threatened  building  of  these  narrow  gauge  roads  stimulated  the  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota  Company  to  prompt  action, 
and  a  deputation  of  officers  visited  West  Union  and  other  points  in  Fayette 
county  with  a  view  to  diverting  attention  from  the  other  lines,  though  this  was 
a  difficult  task,  as  many  were  already  pledged  to  support  the  rival  proposition, 
and  such  a  thing  as  having  two  roads  built  at  the  same  time  was  not  then 
thought  possible.  And  this  was  not  strange,  in  that  both  roads  were  asking 
heavy  bonuses.  The  first  proposition  was  that  Fayette  county  should  con¬ 
tribute  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  to  the  building  of  the 
road  through  its  boundaries.  This  sum  was  considered  exorbitant,  and  the 
people  through  their  committee,  consisting  of  S.  B.  Zeigler,  Milo  McGlathery, 
William  Larrabee,  J.  W.  Rogers  and  William  McClintock,  made  a  counter 
proposition,  agreeing  to  try  to  raise  ninety  thousand  dollars.  This  was  finally 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  above  named  went  to  Cedar  Rapids  and  closed 
the  contract  with  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota,  apparently  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  parties  concerned.  But  while  these  conditions  were 
under  consideration  at  West  Union,  the  rival  narrow  gauge  company  had  rep¬ 
resentatives  on  the  ground,  they  having  completed  their  survey  to*  that  point, 
and  the  promoters  of  the  rival  roads  met  at  West  Union  to  decide  the  matter 
as  to  which  of  the  two  propositions  should  be  the  more  acceptable  to  the  people. 
The  one  offered  a  standard  gauge  road,  with  connections  with  other  standard 
gauge  roads  both  north  and  south ;  and  having  succeeded  in  reducing  the  bonus 
asked  by  forty-five  thousand  dollars,  the  preference  was  given  to  the  Burling¬ 
ton,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota,  and  energetic  efforts  were  at  once  put  forth  to 
raise  the  money  required  in  accordance  with  the  contract,  as  before  mentioned. 
By  the  terms  of  this  instrument  the  railroad  company  agreed  to  build,  equip 
and  operate  a  railroad  from  their  present  line  of  road,  to  intersect  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad  at  or  near  Postville,  by  way  of  West  Union 
and  Clermont;  that  such  road  shall  be  completed  within  one  year  from  the 
time  that  the  stipulated  aid  is  secured  along  the  line;  that  said  road  shall  be 
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of  a  character  similar  to  the  one  operated  by  said  company,  which  will  com¬ 
pare  favorably  with  any  road  in  Iowa ;  that  depots  or  stations  shall  be  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  several  townships,  if  the  people  along-  the  line  raise  the  required 
amount  of  aid  and  free  right-of-way;  that  the  citizens  of  Fayette  county  shall 
pay  said  railroad  company  ninety  thousand  dollars,  in  railroad  taxes,  legally 
voted,  and  in  conditional  notes  of  individuals,  payable  when  the  road  is  com¬ 
pleted  through  the  township  where  the  notes  are  given ;  that  the  taxes  of  any 
township  are  not  to  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  until  the  road  is  completed 
through  said  township ;  that  the  citizens  shall  give  said  company  free  right-of- 
way  and  depot  grounds;  that  the  taxes  in  West  Union  township  are  not  to  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury  nor  the  notes  payable,  until  the  road  is  completed 
and  cars  running  into  West  Union,  and  one-half  of  the  grading  done  between 
West  Union  and  the  point  of  intersection  with  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  railroad.  This  contract  was  entered  into  on  the  14th  of  July,  1871,  and 
the  people  were  to  have  sixty  days  after  July  15th,  in  which  to  secure  the 
amount  of  aid  agreed  upon,  together  with  the  right-of-way  and  depot  grounds. 

Railroad  meetings  were  held  in  all  the  townships  traversed  by  the  pro¬ 
posed  route,  and  all  the  townships  except  Harlan  and  Center  voted  a  five  per 
cent  tax  in  aid  of  the  proposition.  Harlan  defeated  the  five  per  cent  tax,  but 
afterward  voted  three  per  cent  by  a  majority  of  six.  With  reference  to  Cen¬ 
ter  township,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  Iowa  &  Pacific  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany  was  asking  similar  aid  at  the  same  time,  Center  being  the  only  township 
on  the  line  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota  which  would  be 
traversed  by  the  Iowa  &  Pacific,  as  then  proposed. 

But  the  voting  of  this  tax  was  not  all  clear  sailing.  The  people  rebelled 
at  the  idea  of  impoverishing  themselves  to  aid  a  supposedly  rich  corporation, 
and  the  justice  of  this  opposition  was  shown  soon  afterward  when  the  law 
authorizing  such  a  procedure  was  repealed.  In  some  instances  men  of  limited 
means  subscribed  more  liberally  under  the  excitement  of  the  occasion,  than 
they  should  have  done  in  justice  to  themselves  and  their  families,  and  had  the 
balance  of  a  lifetime  to  regret  their  hasty  action.  West  Union  raised  about 
fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  sum  agreed  upon,  a  large  proportion  of  which 
was  secured  through  private  contributions.  But  there  were  enthusiasts  all 
along  the  line,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  at  least  one-third  of  the  ninety  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  was  secured  through  private  contributions. 

The  surveys  were  completed  and  work  was  commenced  between  Post- 
ville  and  Clermont  on  the  9th  of  November,  1871.  The  first  iron  rail  in  Fay¬ 
ette  county  was  laid  August  14,  1872,  but  the  road  was  not  completed  through 
the  county  until  the  next  year.  The  road  was  in  operation  at  both  ends  of 
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the  line  for  nearly  a  year  before  it  was  completed  across  the  comity.  From 
the  south  trains  were  run  between  Cedar  Rapids  and  Center  Point,  and  from 
the  north  they  were  in  operation  between  Postville  and  West  Union.  The 
first  through  train  passed  over  the  line  September  7,  1873. 

Though  built  by  a  construction  company  under  contract  with  the  Burling¬ 
ton,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota  Railroad  Company,  the  road  passed  into  the 
possession  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad  Company  on 
the  20th  of  July,  1876.  This  company  operated  it  successfully,  and  with  a 
reasonable  degree  of  satisfaction  to  the  patrons,  for  about  thirty  years,  when 
it  became  one  of  the  feeders  to  the  great  Rock  Island  system,  and  is  now 
owned  and  operated  by  the  pioneer  railroad  company  of  the  state.  While  the 
“Rock  Island”  has  made  some  needed  improvements,  and  apparently  has  spent 
considerable  money  in  changing  grades,  etc.,  it  has  not  materially  improved  the 
train  service.  It  seems  to  ignore  the  fact  that  it  is  bad  policy  to  require  a 
boy  to  perform  the  labor  expected  of  a  man !  The  Decorah  branch  seems  to 
be  the  dumping  ground  for  all  the  defunct  engines  of  the  entire  system,  and  a 
train  on  time  is  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule. 

This  road  enters  the  county  in  Jefferson  township,  Oelwein  being  the 
first  station  in  Fayette  county,  entering  from  the  south.  It  runs  almost  due 
north  and  south  through  Jefferson,  Harlan  and  Center  townships,  but  at  Don- 
nan  Junction  it  assumes  an  easterly  course  through  the  southeast  corner  of 
Windsor  township,  entering  Union  township  on  section  19,  and  continuing  an 
easterly  course  through  Union  and  Pleasant  V alley  townships  until  it  reaches 
Elgin,  on  section  14,  when  it  assumes  a  northerly  direction  and  passes  out  of 
the  county  at  the  northwest  corner  of  section  1,  Clermont  township.  For  a 
number  of  years  Postville  was  the  northern  terminus,  but  the  road  was  finally 
extended  to  Decorah,  in  Winneshiek  county.  The  stations  on  this  line  are : 
Oelwein,  Maynard,  Randalia,  Donnan  Junction,  West  Union,  Brainard,  Elgin, 
Clermont  and  Waukon  Junction,  the  latter  being  the  point  at  which  the  Post¬ 
ville  branch  now  leaves  the  main  line.  There  is  but  twenty-nine  one  hundredths 
of  a  mile  of  this  branch  in  Fayette  county.  The  entire  mileage  of  the 
Rock  Island  in  Fayette  county  is  forty-four  and  six-tenths  miles,  valued  for 
assessment  purposes  at  four  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  per  mile,  or  a  total 
valuation  of  one  hundred  eighty-six  thousand  one  hundred  and  two  dollars. 
Except  Oelwein,  Pleasant  Valley  township  has  the  largest  railroad  mileage  in 
the  county,  eight  and  three-tenths  miles.  Oelwein  has,  including  Jefferson 
township,  thirteen  and  four-tenths  miles  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western,  and 
six  and  eighteen-hundredths  miles  on  the  line  of  the  Rock  Island. 

*  Several  other  railroad  enterprises  have  been  brought  to  the  attention  of 
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Fayette  county  people,  beginning  as  early  as  January,  1868,  when  it  was  pro¬ 
posed  to  build  a  road  from  Clinton,  via  Cascade  and  Delhi,  to  some  point  in 
Fayette  county.  A  number  of  men  in  this  county  were  interested  in  this  road 
as  stockholders  and  contractors.  But  this  project  was  abandoned,  and  a  part 
of  the  grading  merged  into  the  Davenport  &  St.  Paul  branch  of  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  system,  which  now  traverses  the  county  from  the  south¬ 
east  to  the  northwest.  (See  history  of  this  system  in  Fayette  county,  by  Rev. 
J.  L.  Paine.)  At  the  inception  of  this  enterprise  the  work  was  promoted  by 
the  Iowa  &  Minnesota  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company,  a  corporation  organ¬ 
ized  for  this  purpose.  Taxes  were  voted  in  many  of  the  towns  and  townships 
along  the  proposed  line,  but  before  the  work  was  commenced  the  supreme  court 
decided  the  law  unconstitutional  under  which  such  aid  was  given.  This  de¬ 
cision  had  the  effect  to  reduce  the  available  assets  by  fully  one-half,  and  the 
work  was  discontinued,  pending  an  amendment  to  the  law.  This  was  done 
at  the  succeeding  session  of  the  Legislature  (1869-70),  and  continued  in  force 
until  finally  repealed  through  the  agency  of  the  Granger  Legislature  and  its 
after-effects. 

The  Iowa  &  Pacific  Railroad,  a  proposed  outlet  to  the  east,  was  graded 
to  Wadena  in  1872,  but  work  in  this  county  was  then  discontinued  for  about 
six  years,  during  which  time  it  became  the  property  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  system.  The  track  was  laid  to  Wadena  in  1878,  that  being  the 
western  terminus  until  the  line  was  extended  to  West  Union  in  1881.  The 
original  route  as  proposed,  surveyed  and  partly  graded  west  of  Wadena,  was  a 
westerly  course  through  Illyria,  Westfield,  Center  and  Banks  townships;  but 
the  grading  on  this  route  west  of  Wadena  was  mostly  abandoned,  except  that 
it  was  followed  as  far  as  Lima,  in  Westfield  township. 

THE  CHICAGO  GREAT  WESTERN. 

Unfortunately  this  trunk  line  does  not  traverse  the  county.  The  town¬ 
ships  of  Banks,  Fremont,  Oran,  Jefferson  and  Scott  in  the  southwest  corner  of 
the  county  comprise  all  the  favored  territory.  The  road  traverses  but  little 
more  than  one  section  of  land  in  the  southwest  corner  of  Scott  township, 
touches  three  sections  in  Banks,  and  scarcely  more  in  Oran ;  but  it  passes 
diagonally  through  Fremont  and  Jefferson  townships,  Oelwein,  in  the  last 
named  township,  being  the  point  from  which  radiate  the  three  branches  of  the 
Great  Western  in  this  county.  These  are  the  eastern  line,  via  Dubuque  to 
Chicago;  the  northwestern  line,  from  Oelwein  to  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul; 
the  southwestern  line,  from  Oelwein,  via  Waterloo,  Marshalltown  to  Des 
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Moines,  thence  southwesterly  passing  out  of  the  state  at  the  southeast  corner 
of  Taylor  county;  another  branch  runs  west  from  Oelwein  to  Waverly  and 
New  Hampton,  connecting  with  the  St.  Paul  and  Omaha  line  at  Clarion. 

This  road  was  built  to  Oelwein  in  1886,  and  the  radiating  branches  soon 
followed.  Oelwein  was  soon  designated  as  a  division  terminus,  and  immense 
shops  were  established  for  nearly  all  mechanical  purposes  connected  with  rail¬ 
roading.  These  give  employment  to  a  large  number  of  skilled  workmen,  and 
this  industry  alone  has  been  instrumental  in  promoting  the  growth  of  the 
town,  while  the  regular  railroad  employes  have  contributed  largely  to  the 
same  end.  With  the  increase  in  population  came  also  the  demand  for  more 
business  houses,  more  professionals,  greater  church  and  school  advantages, 
and  in  many  other  ways  the  little  town  of  a  few  hundred  inhabitants  in  the 
seventies  was  benefited  by  the  coming  of  the  Great  Western.  The  reader  is 
referred  to  the  history  of  Oelwein  for  a  further  discussion  of  this  subject. 

There  are  fourteen  and  one-half  miles  of  railroad  track  in  Jefferson 
township  and  six  miles  in  the  corporation  of  Oelwein.  The  average  assessed 
valuation  is  six  thousand  five  hundred  ninety-three  dollars  per  mile. 

ELECTRIC  RAILWAYS. 

These,  like  the  electric  light  and  telephone,  are  the  product  of  the  in¬ 
ventive  genius  of  the  last  half  century,  and  neither  were  in  general  use  at  the 
date  of  the  last  history  published  in  this  county.  Unfortunately,  the  electric 
railway  has  not  yet  made  its  appearance  in  Fayette  county,  though  numerous 
propositions  to  invade  the  territory  have  been  made,  and  are  now  under  con¬ 
sideration. 

Dr.  Werner  Siemens,  of  Berlin,  was  the  first  to  discuss  the  question  of 
propelling  vehicles  by  electrical  power.  This  was  in  1867,  but  it  Was  not  until 
1879  that  the  idea  took  shape.  From  that  time  until  the  present  the  crude 
systems  of  Siemens  and  Otto  have  undergone  many  changes,  and  new  inven¬ 
tions  introduced  which  have  revolutionized  the  system. 

The  entire  country  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  from  the  Lakes 
to  the  Gulf,  is  now  overrun  with  electrical  roads,  which,  in  most  instances,  are 
a  great  convenience  to  the  people  along  the  routes.  Iowa  had  at  the  date  of 
latest  reports,  twenty-eight  companies  organized  to  build  and  operate  electric 
roads,  with  a  capitalization  of  thirty-six  million  six  hundred  fifty-three  thou¬ 
sand  two  hundred  dollars,  with  eight  hundred  and  two  miles  of  road  in  opera¬ 
tion. 
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TELEGRAPH,  TELEPHONE  AND  EXPRESS  COMPANIES  IN  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

Since  the  first  mentioned  in  this  topic  is  inseparable  from  the  railroads, 
and  the  others  are  revenue  producers  to  the  county  and  state,  it  seems  proper 
to  mention  all  in  this  connection. 

There  are  two  telegraph  companies  operating  in  the  county,  the  Postal 
Telegraph  Cable  Company,  with  thirty-five  and  thirty-four  hundredths  miles 
of  line,  valued  at  sixty-five  dollars  per  mile  for  assessment  purposes,  and  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  whose  lines  reach  every  town  and  town¬ 
ship  in  the  county  that  is  located  on  any  railroad  line.  There  are  ninety-seven 
and  eighty-four  hundredths  miles  of  line  in  the  county,  valued  at  seventy-five 
dollars  per  mile. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  telephone  into  the  county  in  1878,  this  mod¬ 
ern  convenience  has  become  almost  a  necessity  in  the  permanent  homes  of  the 
county.  For  a  number  of  years  following  1878,  many  of  the  farmers  erected 
neighborhood  lines  for  the  accommodation  of  themselves  and  their  friends  and 
to  test  the  virtues  of  the  new  invention.  This  was  also  true,  to  some  extent, 
in  the  towns  and  villages.  These  crude  appliances  were  without  electrical 
power,  the  wire  being  stretched  tightly  and  fastened  inside  of  the  bottom  of 
a  tin  can.  But  however  crude  and  imperfect,  the  lines  so  constructed  served 
to  demonstrate  the  practicability  of  the  device  and  afforded  a  pleasant  and  in¬ 
structive  pastime  for  the  children,  while  stimulating  a  desire  on  the  part  of 
their  parents  for  more  and  better  service. 

The  Bell  Company  was  the  first  to  invade  the  county,  but  soon  local  or¬ 
ganizations  of  a  rival  nature  were  organized,  and  for  a  time  there  was  hardly 
a  town  in  the  county  that  did  not  have  a  telephone  company.  There  are  now 
fourteen  of  these  companies  in  existence  whose  lines  reach  every  town  and 
hamlet,  besides  fully  one-half  of  the  farm  homes  occupied  by  their  owners. 
There  are  eight  hundred  and  twelve  miles  of  telephone  lines  in  the  county, 
with  an  assessment  valuation  of  thirty-one  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  dollars. 

There  are  two  express  companies  operating  through  the  county,  the 
United  States  and  Wells-Fargo.  Of  the  former  there  are  ninety-seven  and 
eighty-two  hundredths  miles  traversed,  and  of  the  latter  thirty-five  and  thirty- 
four  hundredths,  each  being  listed  for  taxation  at  thirty-five  dollars  per  mile. 

CHICAGO,  MILWAUKEE  &  ST.  PAUL  RAILROAD. 

By  Rev.  J.  L.  Paine. 

About  January,  1868,  two  gentlemen  from  Maquoketa,  Iowa,  came 
through  Fayette  county,  from  southeast  to  northwest,  urging  the  feasibility  of 
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building  a  railroad  along  the  line  their  course  indicated.  Their  plan  was  to 
secure  an  old,  partly  graded  road-bed  from  Clinton  to  Maquoketa,  thence 
northwesterly  toward  St.  Paul.  They  canvassed  in  that  trip  Delhi,  Yankee 
settlement  (now  Edgewood),  Strawberry  Point,  Brush  Creek  (now  Arling¬ 
ton)',  Fayette  and  Waucoma.  Local  meetings  were  called  and  delegates  were 
sent  to  a  general  gathering  at  Maquoketa.  Among  those  who  represented 
Fayette  county  were  J.  P.  Webster,  of  Waucoma,  H.  S.  Brunson,  Ben.  Burch 
and  President  William  Brush  of  Fayette,  and  Z.  Allen  and  Ben.  Shambaugh 
of  Arlington.  No  organization  was  effected  at  that  time,  but  steps  were 
taken  toward  further  agitation  and  a  preliminary  examination  of  the  line.  At 
a  later  meeting  a  company  was  organized  under  the  name  of  the  Iowa  & 
Minnesota  Trunk  Railroad  Company  and  a  corps  of  surveyors  was  put  to 
work.  Meantime  Davenport  became  interested  and,  through  its  activity,  in¬ 
fluence  and  greater  capital,  succeeded  in  capturing  the  enterprise  and  re¬ 
organized  as  the  Davenport  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company.  Work  proceeded 
slowly  at  first,  but  after  a  time  the  project  was  satisfactorily  financed  and  con¬ 
struction  proceeded  more  rapidly.  Early  in  June,  1870,  contracts  were  let  to 
B.  &  H.  M.  Burch  for  grading,  piling,  mason  'work  and  ties  from  Fayette  to 
the  north  line  of  Delaware  county.  In  the  summer  of  1872  contracts  were  let 
for  that  portion  of  the  line  between  Fayette  and  the  south  line  of  Minnesota. 
Burch,  Lakin  &  Company  had  the  grading  and  ties,  J.  P.  Webster  the  mason 
work  and  R.  Ballantyne  and  J.  L.  Paine  the  piling.  From  that  time  till  the 
panic  of  1873  work  was  pressed  with  great  energy  as  far  north  as  Cresco.  In 
the  earlier  stages  of  construction,  the  promoters  were  forced  to  rely  on  local 
capital.  To  secure  this,  recourse  was  had  to  three  methods,  first,  the  sale 
of  stock;  second,  persuading  the  various  townships  through  which  the  line 
passed  to  vote  a  five  per  cent  tax  on  all  the  taxable  property  in  the  township, 
as  was  permitted  by  a  law  then  in  force ;  third,  donations  of  money  and  right 
of  way.  The  citizens  of  Fayette  subscribed  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  stock. 
Arlington  and  Waucoma  subscribed  proportionate  amounts.  Nearly  every 
township  along  the  line  voted  the  tax,  and  a  large  amount  of  right  of  way  was 
donated.  With  this  money  the  first  sections  of  the  road  were  completed  and 
served  as  a  basis  for  the  sale  of  bonds.  Scores  of  other  roads  were  being 
built  by  comparatively  weak  companies.  September  18,  1873,  the  great  bank¬ 
ing  house  of  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  closed  its  doors.  By  four  o’clock  of  the  second 
day  following,  banking  houses  representing  more  than  one-half  of  the  moneyed 
capital  of  the  United  States  had  similarly  closed.  Zero  wreather  fell  in  an  in¬ 
stant  on  the  luxuriant  railroad  growth  of  the  country.  Track-laying  had 
reached  Arlington  July  8th,  and  the  cars  first  reached  Fayette  September  16th 
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— two  days  before  the  crash.  Large  amounts  Were  due  the  contractors  and 
mechanic’s  liens  were  filed  in  Delaware  and  all  the  counties  north.  Suits 
in  court  were  instituted  and  judgments  obtained.  An  execution  was  issued 
and  the  entire  road  north  of  the  Delaware  county  line  was  sold  by  sheriff  to 
Hon.  William  Larrabee  as  trustee  for  the  creditors,  the  possession  of  the 
property  remaining  with  the  company,  which  continued  to  operate  it.  Mean¬ 
time,  appeals  had  been  taken  from  court  to  court,  till,  in  the  spring  of  1879,  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States  handed  down  a  decision  in  favor  of  the 
contractors,  thus  sustaining  the  opinions  of  all  the  lower  courts.  The  cred¬ 
itors  proceeded  at  once  to  take  possession  of  the  portion  of  the  road  above 
mentioned,  and  for  some  weeks  ran  regailar  trains  from  Edge  wood  to  Fay¬ 
ette. 

During  this  time  joint  negotiations  were  held  with  the  Clinton,  Maquo- 
keta  &  St.  Paul  interests,  and  the  whole  property  from  Davenport  north  passed 
into  the  hands  of  that  company.  In  this  settlement,  the  creditors  received 
their  full  claim,  principal  and  interest,  and  after  paying  their  attorneys  and 
certain  other  minor  expenses  realized  three  per  cent  interest  on  their  claims 
from  the  date  of  filing.  The  Milwaukee  Company  completed  the  road  to  a 
connection  at  Jackson  Junction,  following  the  old  line  to  a  point  about  one 
mile  north  of  Waucoma,  thence  swinging  eastward.  The  station  at  Waucoma 
was  opened  for  business  May  4,  1882,  by  Mr.  Webster,  the  first  agent. 

CHICAGO,  MILWAUKEE  &  ST.  PAUL  RAILROAD,  WEST  UNION  LINE. 

What  is  known  as  the  West  Union  Line  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  road  was  promoted  from  Dubuque  about  1871,  under  the  name  of 
the  Iowa  &  Pacific  Railroad,  having  as  its  initial  point  the  mouth  of  the  Turkey 
river  and  its  destination  Omaha.  Its  chief  active  promoters  through  Fay¬ 
ette  county  were  Hon.  William  Vandever  and  Platt  Smith.  Taxes  were 
voted,  subscriptions  made,  right  of  way  secured,  work  commenced  and  actively 
prosecuted  until  September,  1873.  Track  was  laid  nearly  across  Clayton 
county,  but,  as  everywhere,  the  financial  crisis  put  an  end  to  all  building.  It 
was  resumed,  however,  in  1878  and  track  laid  as  far  as  Wadena,  track  reach¬ 
ing  that  point  in  May  of  that  year.  In  1881  or  early  in  1882  the  road  was 
purchased  by  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  and  extended  on  the  old 
road-bed  as  far  as  Lima,  reaching  there  November  2,  1882;  thence,  diverging 
to  the  north  on  a  new  grade,  it  reached  West  Union  in  the  winter  of  that  year, 
and  that  is  the  present  terminus. 
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FAYETTE  COUNTY  LAWYERS. 

By  Hon.  William  E.  Fuller. 

It  is  not  intended  in  this  chapter  to  publish  a  biography  of  all  the  lawyers 
who  have  practiced  in  Fayette  county.  Space  will  not  permit,  and  therefore 
we  shall  only  present  a  brief  sketch  of  those  who  are  deceased. 

The  first  district  court  held  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  was  a  special  session 
which  was  convened  in  the  West  Union  House,  southeast  corner  of  Vine  and 
Elm  streets,  July  i,  1852,  Thomas  S.  Wilson,  judge  of  the  second  district, 
presiding.  The  first  regular  term  of  the  district  court  was  held  in  the  old 
Methodist  church  in  West  Union,  situated  on  a  lot  which  was  west  of  the 
present  Universalist  church.  The  court  convened  in  the  church  or  a  hall  until 
the  court  house' was  finished  late  in  the  year  of  1857.  The  majority  of  the 
lawyers  who  practiced  their  profession  in  this  county  prior  to  1875  were  men 
of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  legal  attainments.  Many  of  them  became 
lawmakers  in  state  and  nation,  judges  of  courts  and  officers  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion.  We  recall  as  members  of  the  bar  prior  to  1865  the  names  of 
William  McClintock,  M.  V.  Burdick,  E.  C.  Byam,  C.  A.  Newcomb,  J.  W. 
Rogers,  L.  L.  Ainsworth,  Milo  McGlathery,  S.  S.  Ainsworth,  S.  B.  Zeigler, 
J.  J.  Berkey,  Joseph  Hobson,  C.  H.  Millar,  Henry  Rickel,  David  P.  Campbell, 
John  P.  Ellis,  Fred  A.  Mitchell,  W.  B.  Lakin,  H.  W.  Harmon,  Clark  New¬ 
comb,  J.  W.  Towner.  During  the  early  years  the  best  lawyers  of  northeastern 
Iowa  followed  the  court  and  practiced  in  the  different  counties  of  the  district. 
For  many  years  Reuben  Noble,  Samuel  Murdock  and  John  T.  Stoneman,  of 
Clayton  county,  had  a  large  practice  in  this  county  and  other  lawj^ers  appeared 
in  special  cases. 

William  McClintock,  a  practicing  attorney  in  Ohio,  was  admitted  to  prac¬ 
tice  in  the  courts  of  this  state  July  7,  1852.  He  was  born  August  13,  1821, 
and  was  descended  from  an  old  New  Hampshire  family.  Judge  McClintock 
was  in  practice  until  1871.  He  established  the  Fayette  County  Union,  and 
was  its  editor  until  1878.  He  was  postmaster  at  West  Union  in  1887-1890. 
He  was  one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  the  state,  and  was  the  nominee  of 
his  party  for  attorney-general  and  supreme  judge.  If  the  Democratic  party 
had  been  in  force  during  his  active  years,  he  would  undoubtedly  have  had 
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much  to  do  in  shaping  state  affairs.  Judge  McClintock  was  a  good  lawyer 
well  read,  and  was  especially  strong  in  arguing  a  leading  question  to  the  court’ 
He  was  very  determined,  and  when  he  made  up  his  mind  that  he  was  right  he 
generally  when  defeated,  carried  his  case  to  the  court  of  last  resort.  He  died 

Martin  V.  Burdick,  at  the  July  term,  1852,  was  admitted  to  practice  after 
an  examination.  He  became  prosecuting  attorney  for  the  county.  Prior  to 
mo  he  removed  from  the  county  and  located  at  Decorah,  Iowa  "  Jud^e  Bur 
d.ck  was  a  member  of  the  state  Senate.  He  was  the  first  judge  of  the* circuit 
com  t  of  tlie  tenth  judicial  district.  He  was  a  very  kindly  man  and  had  many 
mends.  He  passed  away  many  years  ago. 

Eber  C.  Byam  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  June  term,  ,8«  after  an 
examination.  He  was  born  in  Canada  in  1826.  Soon  after  being  admitted 
to  the  bar  he  became  a  Methodist  minister,  being  at  one  time  presiding  elder. 

e  was  prominent  in  connection  with  the  early  years  of  the  Upper  Iowa  Uni¬ 
versity  and  was  its  agent.  He  left  the  county  prior  to  the  war.  He  was 
colonel  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  Infantry,  but  resigned  in  June,  ,86a  In 
1S71  he  was  appointed  register  of  the  United  States  land  office  at  Ft.  Dod-e 
and  was  in  the  real  estate  business  for  several  years.  He  moved  to  Rochester, 

New  York,  and  died  there  many  years  ago.  Colonel  Byam  had  a  quick  mind 
but  lacked  staying  qualities. 

Carman  A.  Newcomb,  at  the  June  term,  1854,  was  admitted  as  a  practic¬ 
ing  attorney.  He  was  born  in  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania.  July  1  1827 
He  was  elected  county  attorney  in  1854.  For  three  years  he  was  county  judge’ 
and  during  lus  term  he  made  the  contract  to  erect  the  first  court  house  in  tile 
county.  In  1861  he  became  a  member  of  the  first  board  of  supervisors,  which 
office  he  held  until  he  enlisted  in  the  army.  He  was  commissioned  captain, 
av  27,  1861,  of  Company  F,  Third  Iowa  Infantry.  He  resigned  April  8. 
1862,  on  account  of  poor  health.  He  moved  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  In  1864 
le  was  a  member  of  the  Missouri  Legislature.  In  the  spring  of  1866  he  was 
appointed  judge  of  the  fifteenth  judicial  circuit  of  Missouri,  and  resigned  to 
make  the  race  for  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1866.  He  was  elected  member  of 
the  fortieth  Congress.  Immediately  after  his  term  expired  President  Grant 
appointed  him  United  States  marshal  for  the  eastern  district  of  Missouri, 
which  office  he  held  several  years.  He  died  in  St.  Louis  in  April  1903  The 
firm  of  Newcomb  &  Ainsworth  was  the  leading  legal  firm  in  the  countv  prior 
to  the  spring  of  1861.  Judge  Newcomb  was  a  fine  looking  man;  he  had  a 
musical  and  far-reaching  voice  and  was  a  very  eloquent  advocate.  The  old 
settlers  insist  he  was  the  most  eloquent  speaker  who  ever  resided  in  the  county. 
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He  was  always  invited  to  address  the  people  on  public  occasions  during  his 
residence  in  the  county. 

Jacob  W.  Rogers,  at  the  May  term,  1855,  of  the  district  court,  after  an 
examination,  Was  admitted  to  practice.  He  was  born  in  New  Hampshire, 
August  15,  1820.  He  built  the  first  house  in  the  original  town  of  West  Union 
and  was  the  first  postmaster.  He  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  district  court,  and 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1854.  From  1853  1°  I^75  he  was  in  the 
real  estate  business.  For  two  terms  prior  to  1861  he  was  elected  county 
judge.  He  was  captain  of  Company  F,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry  Volun¬ 
teers.  After  his  return  from  the  war  he  resumed  real  estate  business.  In 
1872-3  he  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in  San  Francisco,  California. 
In  1875  he  entered  the  practice  of  law  at  West  Union  with  his  son,  Oscar  W. 
Rogers,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  W.  Rogers  &  Son.  This  firm  had  quite 
a  practice  for  many  years.  Judge  Rogers  was  a  man  of  strong  convictions 
and  determined  will.  He  was  a  forcible  writer  and  a  man  of  great  industry. 
If  he  had  spent  the  active  period  of  his  life  at  the  law  he  undoubtedly  would 
have  gained  more  than  ordinary  success  in  his  profession.  He  died  February 
8,  1900. 

L.  L.  Ainsworth  was  born  June  21,  1831,  in  the  state  of  New  York.  He 
vvas  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Madison  county,  New  York,  in  1854.  He  pre¬ 
sented  his  certificate  at  the  October  term  of  the  district  court,  1855,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Fayette  county  bar.  He  formed,  in  March,  1856,  a  law  part¬ 
nership  with  Judge  C.  A.  Newcomb,  which  continued  for  several  years.  In 
i860  the  firm  was  Ainsworth  &  Millar.  January  31,  1863,  he  became  captain 
of  Company  C,  Sixth  Regiment  Iowa  Cavalry.  On  his  return  from  the  army, 
in  the  fall  of  1865,  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  law.  In  1875  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  A.  N.  Hobson  (now  judge)  and  the  firm  of  Ainsworth  & 
Hobson  was  the  leading  law  firm  in  the  county  for  over  twenty-five  years. 
Mr.  Ainsworth  was  a  Democrat  in  politics.  In  1859  he  was  elected  to  the 
state  Senate.  In  1872  he  was  representative.  In  1874  he  was  elected  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Congress  for  the  third  district.  L.  L.  Ainsworth  was  a  very  successful 
lawyer.  He  had  a  bright  intellect.  He  knew  the  strong  points  in  his  case, 
and  the  weak  places  in  his  adversary’s  armor.  He  was  on  the  alert  in  the 
trial  of  a  law  suit.  He  had  a  remarkable  memory  that  enabled  him  to  recall 
the  exact  words  of  a  witness.  He  excelled  in  cross  examination.  It  is  no 
reflection  on  any  one  to  say  that  for  forty-five  years  he  was  the  leading  trial 
lawyer  in  Fayette  county.  During  that  time  he  defended  in  most  of  the 
criminal  cases  and  in  fact  was  engaged  on  one  side  of  nearly  every  contested 
case  in  the  county.  The  Fayette  county  bar  for  fifty  years  enjoyed  the  repu- 
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tation  of  being  able.  Perhaps  this  is  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  the  lawyers 
m  order  to  compete  with  “L.  L. as  he  was  always  called,  were  obliged  to 
study  the  law  and  carefully  prepare  their  cases  or  be  defeated  by  this  alert 
lawyer.  He  Was  a  genial  and  companionable  man,  and  had  many  friends. 
Great  was  the  sorrow  when  he  passed  away  April  19,  1902. 

Judge  Milo  McGlathery  became  a  member  of  the  Fayette  county  bar  at 
the  October  term,  1856.  He  was  born  in  Lawrence  county,  Pennsylvania, 
Novembei  20,  1834.  On  his  arrival  in  this  county  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  S.  B.  Zeigler.  In  1857  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney.  In  the  fall 
of  1858  he  was  elected  district  attorney  for  the  tenth  judicial  district,  contain¬ 
ing  ten  counties,  and  in  1862  was  re-elected  for  four  years.  In  1866  lie  was 
elected  distiict  judge  and  in  1870  re-elected  by  a  unanimous  vote.  Judge 
McGlathery  made  a  very  successful  district  judge.  He  Was  judicial  in  his 
temperament  and  quick  to  see  a  point  in  a  case.  He  was  a  very  popular  judge. 
He  died  at  the  early  age  of  forty-two  years,  July  3,  1876. 

S.  S.  Ainsworth  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  October  term  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  court,  1856.  He  was  an  uncle  of  L.  L.  Ainsworth  and  came  from  the 
state  of  New  York.  For  many  years  he  had  been  a  Baptist  minister  in  his 
native  state.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  education  and  was  especially  qualified  in 
the  English  language,  Latin  and  Greek.  He  entered  the  practice  too  late  in 
life  to  reach  gieat  success.  He  taught  a  private  school  many  vears  in  West 
Union  and  died  here  April  28,  1898. 

S.  B.  Zeigler  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  December  6,  1831.  He  came 
to  West  Union  in  June,  1856,  and  immediately  commenced  the  practice  of  law 
with  Milo  McGlathery  as  partner.  He  continued  the  practice  of  law  with 
real  estate  business  until  1866,  when  he  opened  up  a  private  bank,  continuing 
until  1872,  when  he  assisted  in  organizing  the  Fayette  County  National  Bank. 
He  was  vice-president,  and  so  continued  until  his  death,  April  19,  1909.  He 
also  was  president  of  the  Fayette  County  Savings  Bank.  During  this  time 
he  continued  in  the  practice  of  commercial  law  and  engaged  in  buying  and 
selling  real  estate.  He  was  consul  at  Aix-La-Chappelle,  Germany.  Mr. 
Zeigler  was  mayor  of  West  Union  several  terms.  He  was  quite  successful  in 
business.  When  he  came  to  West  Union  he  was  poor,  but  by  energy  and  busi¬ 
ness  thrift  he  acquired  quite  a  competence.  Mr.  Zeigler,  being  a  German,  had 
an  extensive  German  clientage  and  if  he  had  continued  in  the  general  practice 
he  would  undoubtedly  have  been  as  successful  as  a  lawyer  as  he  was  as  a  gen¬ 
eral  business  man. 

Joseph  Hobson  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  October  17,  1823. 
He  came  to  Fayette  county  in  April,  1855,  and  opened  a  law  office  at  Fayette, 
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Iowa.  In  1858  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  district  court,  when  he  moved  to 
West  Union.  He  held  this  office  for  ten  years  and  made  a  most  capable 
officer.  In  1870  he  was  a  member  of  the  Thirteenth  General  Assembly.  For 
three  years  he  was  United  States  assessor  of  the  third  district  of  Iowa,  his 
office  being  in  Dubuque.  Mr.  Hobson  practiced  law  in  this  county  for  several 
years,  but  devoted  much  time  to  real  estate  and  business.  He  was  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  force,  a  ready  speaker,  and  if  he  had  given  his  entire  time 
to  the  law  would  undoubtedly  have  made  a  strong  lawyer.  He  'was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Fayette  County  National  Bank  and  was  elected  its  first  presi¬ 
dent,  which  office  he  held  for  fifteen  years.  He  died  December  14,  1893. 

William  B.  Lakin  was  born  in  Clermont  county,  Ohio,  and  came  to  Fay¬ 
ette  county  about  1858.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  the  law  at  Fayette. 
He  had  a  good  education,  was  well  read,  and  if  he  had  been  in  good  health, 
and  had  made  the  law  his  one  business,  would  have  become  one  of  the  suc¬ 
cessful  lawyers.  For  a  time  he  'was  an  editor  of  a  paper  at  Fayette.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  ninth  General  Assembly  and  clerk  of  the  courts,  1869-1874. 
He  practiced  law  a  few  years  at  West  Union  and  for  several  years  was  justice 
of  the  peace.  He  again  moved  to  Fayette,  where  he  was  afflicted  with  rheu¬ 
matism  for  many  years  and  was  obliged  to  use  crutches.  A  few  years  ago  he 
removed  to  Miles  City,  Montana,  where  his  two  sons  were  in  business  and 
where  he  died  in  January,  1910,  nearly  eighty  years  of  age.  Mr.  Lakin  was 
a  man  of  fine  character,  a  versatile  writer  and  a  clean  and  forcible  speaker. 

A  large  number  prior  to  1865,  not  mentioned,  were  admitted  to  the  bar, 
but  they  either  did  not  practice  or  sought  other  fields.  In  the  early  days  ad¬ 
mission  to  the  bar  was  largely  a  matter  of  form  and  little,  if  any,  examination 
was  required.  From  1865  to  1875  several  of  the  lawyers  above  mentioned 
continued  in  active  practice.  Other'  lawyers  entered  the  practice,  either  as 
juniors  in  established  firms,  or  alone.  During  these  years  we  recall  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  many  of  whom  have  had  successful  careers :  W.  A.  Hoyt,  William  E. 
Fuller,  A.  N.  Hobson,  D.  W.  Clements,  O.  W.  Rogers,  W.  V.  Allen,  G.  H. 
Phillips,  A.  M.  Childs,  B.  F.  Emery,  Z.  D.  Scobey,  George  E.  Dibble,  D.  G. 
West,  A.  W.  Callender,  James  Cooney,  L.  M.  Whitney,  A.  W.  Hager,  George 
B.  Edmonds. 

Of  the  members  of  the  bar  in  this  county  prior  to  the  year  1875,  several 
sought  other  fields.  We  mention  the  following : 

Henry  Rickel,  born  August  16,  1835,  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa  in 
1849  and  sometime  afterward  moved  to  Fayette  county.  Mr.  Rickel  read  law 
with  L.  L.  Ainsworth.  He  was  a  lieutenant  in  Company  C,  Sixth  Iowa  Cav¬ 
alry.  In  1866  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Judge  McClintock,  continuing 
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until  1874,  and  from  that  time  until  1878  with  D.  W.  Clements,  had  a 
large  practice.  He  was  full  of  energy  and  expedients,  and  a  hard  worker. 
Mr.  Rickel  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  success  for  he  had  few  early  ad¬ 
vantages.  Through  untiring  efforts  he  has  developed  into  a  successful  law¬ 
yer.  In  1878  he  removed  to  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  has  had  a  large  practice, 
being  engaged  largely  in  the  prosecution  of  personal  injury  cases  against  cor¬ 
porations. 

C.  H.  Millar,  born  December  25,  1840,  in  Auburn,  New  York,  came  to 
West  Union  in  1855  and  read  law  with  L.  L.  Ainsworth,  and  became  his  part¬ 
ner.  He  was  captain  of  Company  G,  Thirty-eighth  Regiment  Iowa  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry.  After  the  war  until  1873  he  continued  the  practice  with  Mr. 
Ainsworth.  Soon  thereafter  he  left  the  state  and  has  lived  for  many  years 
at  Denver,  Colorado. 

John  P.  Ellis,  a  very  bright  lawyer,  entered  practice  in  Fayette  county 
about  1862.  He  was  partner  of  Judge  McGlathery  about  1865.  He  moved 
prior  to  1870,  to  Springfield,  Missouri,  where  he  had  an  extensive  practice. 
Afterwards  he  became  a  member  of  a  leading  law  firm  in  St.  Louis.  Mr. 
Ellis  became  an  eminent  lawyer  in  Missouri.  He  died  in  St.  Louis  several 
years  ago. 

O.  W.  Rogers,  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  town  of  West  Union, 
October  2,  1850,  entered  the  practice  with  his  father  in  1875  under  the  name 
of  J.  W.  Rogers  &  Son.  Oscar  was  full  of  energy  and  had  a  fine  memory,  and 
if  he  had  continued  giving  the  law  his  entire  attention  should  have  become 
a  successful  lawyer.  In  many  respects  he  was  a  remarkable  man.  About 
twelve  years  ago  he  left  West  Union  and  devoted  his  time  as  an  inventor, 
residing  most  of  the  time  in  New  York  City.  He  died  August  16,  1905,  and 
was  buried  in  West  Union  cemetery. 

William  V.  Allen  was  born  in  Madison  county,  Ohio,  January  28,  1847. 
He  came  to  Iowa  in  1857.  Read  law  with  L.  L.  Ainsworth  and  was  admitted 
May  31,  1869.  He  practiced  for  a  time  at  Fayette,  where  he  married.  He 
moved  from  Iowa  to  Nebraska  in  1884.  In  1891  he  was  elected  district  judge 
in  that  state.  He  was  elected  United  States  senator,  February  7,  1893,  for 
six  years.  In  1889  he  was  appointed  district  judge  to  fill  a  vacancy  and  was 
elected  for  a  full  term.  On  December  13,  1899,  he  was  appointed  United 
States  senator  to  fill  a  vacancy.  Judge  Allen  is  a  man  of  strong  mental  force. 
Immediately  on  his  advent  into  the  United  States  Senate  he  took  front  rank 
as  a  debater  and  was  able  to  hold  his  own  against  the  most  experienced  sen¬ 
ators.  While  a  member  he  made  the  longest  record  speech  ever  made  in  the 
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United  States  Senate  up  to  the  time  of  its  delivery.  He  still  resides  in  Ne¬ 
braska, 

Several  of  the  lawyers  who  commenced  practice  in  Fayette  county  since 
1865  and  remained  here  have  passed  away.  We  mention  the  following: 

W.  A.  Hoyt  was  born  in  Oswego  county,  New  York,  April  16,  1844. 
He  had  full  legal  training  under  the  supervision  of  his  uncle,  Judge  William 
Allen,  a  distinguished  jurist  of  New  York.  Judge  Hoyt  graduated  from 
Columbia  Law  School  in  1866.  He  commenced  practice  in  Iowa  about 
1871  at  Fayette.  Fie  was  elected  judge  of  the  district  court  in  the  fall  of 
1889.  Judge  Hoyt  was  a  thorough  gentleman  and  an  excellent  lawyer, 
and  he  made  a  successful  judge.  For  several  years  he  was  the  most  active 
citizen  at  Fayette  and  for  many  years  a  trustee  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University 
and  secretary  of  the  board.  He  died  May  28,  1903. 

C.  H.  Quigley  was  born  in  Highland,  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  December 
22,  1853,  and  died  June. 2,  1903.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  at  Upper  Iowa  University.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1878  and 
practiced  two  years  at  Waukon,  Iowa.  He  opened  a  law  office  in  West 
Union  in  March,  1891,  and  successfully  practiced  in  this  county  until  his 
death.  Mr.  Quigley  was  an  honorable  and  upright  man,  steadfast  as  a 
friend  and  a  lawyer  of  fine  legal  mind. 

L.  M.  Whitney  was  born  in  Canada  over  sixty  years  ago.  He  came 
to  West  Union  with  his  parents  prior  to-  1865.  He  read  law  in  West  Union 
and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  the  state.  He  practiced  in 
West  Union  several  years,  also  for  a  time  in  Grand  Island,  Nebraska,  but 
returned  to  Fayette  county  and  for  a  number  of  years  practiced  law  at 
Oelwein,  Iowa.  He  died  about  two  years  ago  and  was  buried  at  West 
Union.  Mr.  Whitney  had  a  good  legal  mind  and  was  a  man  of  generous 
impulses. 

In  the  early  days  the  best  lawyers  in  northeastern  Iowa  practiced  in 
the  different  counties  of  the  district.  For  many  years  Reuben  Noble,  Samuel 
Murdock  and  John  T.  Stoneman,  all  of  Clayton  county,  had  a  large  practice 
in  this  county,  and  other  lawyers  from  outside  of  the  county  were  engaged 
in  important  cases.  As  the  above  named  lawyers  were  so  well  known 
some  reference  to  each  should  be  made  in  this  history. 

Judge  Reuben  Noble  was  born  April  14,  1821,  at  Kingston,  Mississippi. 
He  came  to  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  in  October,  1843.  He  was  prosecuting 
attorney  of  that  county  for  two  years.  I11  1855  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Iowa  Legislature  and  speaker  of  the  House.  In  October,  1874,  he  was 
elected  judge  of  the  district  court,  which  position  he  held  for  many  years. 
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For  at  least  thirty  years  of  his  most  active  life  Judge  Noble  attended  court 
every  term  in  this  county  and  was  engaged  in  nearly  all  the  important  cases. 
He  was  a  man  of  solid  character,  good  legal  mind  and  he  excelled  in  the 
trial  of  cases  before  a  jury.  He  possessed  a  magnetism  in  speech  that 
was  liable  to  carry  a  jury  in  favor  of  his  client.  There  was  an  originality  of 
manner  and  matter  in  Reuben  Noble  that  was  irresistible.  He  was  the 
center  when  lawyers  gathered  together,  and  he  was  loved  and  respected  by 
the  entire  bar.  He  was-  probably  the  most  eloquent  and  successful  trial 
lawyer  in  the  district.  He  died  more  than  a  dozen  years  ago  in  Clayton 
county. 

Judge  Samuel  Murdock  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  March  17, 
1817.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1841,  read  law  at  Iowa  City,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1843.  He  immediately  removed  to  Clayton  county.  In  1845 
he  represented  that  county  in  the  Legislature.  He  was  school  commissioner 
in  1848,  which  position  he  held  four  years.  In  April,  1854,  he  was  elected 
the  first  judge  of  the  tenth  judicial  district.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  again  in  1870.  Judge  Murdock’s  name  will  always  be  associated  with 
the  early  history  of  the  state.  He  was  original  in  speech  and  manner.  He 
had  .  a  taste  for  scientific  pursuits  and  gave  much  time  to  the  study  of  as¬ 
tronomy,  geology  and  archeology.  Many  of  his  ideas  were,  to  say  the 
least,  original.  He  had  quite  a  power  over  juries  and  was  regarded  as  a 
successful  lawyer.  He  died  several  years  ago  in  Clayton  county. 

Judge  E.  H.  Williams  was  born  in  Ledyard,  Connecticut,  July  23,  1819. 
He  was  graduated  from  Yale  and -removed  to  Iowa  in  1846,  and  located 
at  Garnavillo.  He  served  as  county  judge  in  Clayton  county  and  was  elected 
district  judge  in  1858  and  served  until  1866.  In  January,  1870,  he  was 
appointed  supreme  judge  to  fill  a  vacancy.  Judge  Williams  for  a  number 
of  years  was  engaged  in  the  promotion  of  railroad  enterprises.  He  was  a 
positive  character  and  a  man  of  marked  ability.  He  died  August  20,  1891. 

Tudge  Charles  T.  Granger  was  born  October  9,  1835.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  at  Waukon  in  i860.  He  entered  the  army  as  captain  of  Company 
K,  Twenty-seventh  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  became  district 
attorney  in  1869  and  served  until  1873.  He  then  became  circuit  judge 
and  held  that  office  fourteen  years.  From  January,  1887,  to  January,  1889, 
he  Was  district  judge.  He  was  elevated  to  the  position  of  judge  of  the 
supreme  court,  which  office  he  held  two  terms.  His  home  is  at  Waukon, 
Iowa.  Tudge  Granger’s  name  was  inserted  because  he  was  so  well  known 
to  the  people  of  this  county,  he  being  at  every  term  of  court,  either  as  district 
attorney  or  judge,  for  twenty  years. 
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John  T.  Stoneman,  of  McGregor,  and  L.  O.  Hatch,  of  Waukon,  were 
frequent  practitioners  in  the  district  court  in  Fayette  county.  The  latter 
was  district  attorney  and  judge  of  the  district  court. 

These  lawyers  herein  sketched  have  all  passed  away,  except  Judge 
Granger,  or  removed  from  the  county.  They  were  all  eminent  in  their 
profession,  good  citizens  and  left  state-wide  reputations. 

Our  limits  will  not  permit  a  sketch  of  the  members  of  the  bar  who  were 
admitted  since  1875.  The  following  names  appear  on  the  bar  docket 
other  than  those  heretofore  mentioned :  F.  M,  Aylesworth,  A.  J.  Anders, 

C.  H.  Quigley,  C.  G.  Graham,  H.  P.  Hancock,  John  Hutchinson,  B.  F.  Little, 

D.  D.  Palmer,  T.  D.  Peterman,  R.  R.  Pember,  H.  S.  Sheldon,  C.  Seeber,  I.  M. 
Weed,  J.  F.  Cornish,  W.  B.  Clements,  D.  McDonald,  Loven  Risk,  E.  L. 
Elliott,  W.  H.  Thompson,  John  R.  Thompson,  H.  Hollingsworth,  L.  J.  Palda. 

The  following  judges  have  presided  over  the  district  and  circuit  courts 
in  Fayette  county :  Thomas  S.  Wilson,  Samuel  Murdock,  E.  H.  Williams, 
Milo  McGlathery,  Reuben  Noble,  E.  E.  Cooley,  B.  T.  Hunt,  C.  T.  Granger, 
L.  O.  Hatch,  W.  A.  Hoyt. 

For  about  sixteen  years  our  present  judges,  L.  E.  Fellows,  of  Lansing, 
Allamakee  county,  and  A.  N.  Hobson,  West  Union,  Fayette  county,  have 
presided  over  our  district  courts.  They  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  the 
bar  and  people  and  are  worthy  successors  to  the  able  judges  who  have  pre¬ 
sided  over  our  county  in  the  past. 

The  last  bar  docket,  April,  1910,  gives  the  following  names  as  members 
of  the  Fayette  county  bar.  These  lawyers  are  doing  the  legal  business 
of  the  county  and  are  capable  successors  to  the  eminent  lawyers  who  pre¬ 
ceded  them  in  practice  in  the  county  and  district :  A.  J.  Anders,  W.  J.  Ains¬ 
worth,  H.  L.  Adams,  J.  J.  Berkey,  G.  W.  Backus,  J.  R.  Bane,  D.  W.  Clements, 
James  Cooney,  A.  W.  Callender,  Jay  Cook,  C.  W.  Dykins,  G.  E.  Dibble,  E.  H. 
Estey,  William  E.  Fuller,  H.  P.  Hancock,  A.  N.  Hobson,  C.  B.  Hughes, 
W.  B.  Ingersoll,  A.  E.  Irvine,  John  Jamison,  William  Larrabee,  Jr.,  W.  C. 
Lewis,  E.  J.  O’Connor,  E.  R.  O’Brien,  D.  D.  Palmer,  G.  H.  Phillips,  M.  D. 
Porter,  W.  J.  Rogers,  C.  H.  Rohrig,  O.  W.  Stevenson. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  prominence  and  ability  of  the  foregoing  list  of 
present-day  lawyers  in  the  county,  be  it  said  that  it  includes  the  names  of 
three  ex-county  attorneys  and  the  present  incumbent;  a  state  senator  and 
representative  in  the  Legislature;  one  ex-congressman  and  ex-assistant  at¬ 
torney-general  of  the  Lhiited  States;  one  ex-judge  of  the  superior  court  and 
the  present  incumbent  in  that  office;  a  judge  of  the  district  court  now  serving 
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the  sixteenth  year  in  that  office,  and  the  grand  master,  jurisdiction  of  Iowa, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

They  also  figure  prominently  in  the  business  and  social  affairs  of  the 
towns  which  they  represent,  and  wield  a  commanding  influence  in  the  politics  of 
the  county.  Every  political  party  having  an  organization  today  has  its 
representatives  in  the  Fayette  county  bar,  which  is  practically  true  of  the 
churches  and  fraternal  organizations. 


CHAPTER  X. 


THE  PRESS  OF  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

By  D.  H.  Talmadge. 

WEST  UNION. 

The  history  of  the  press  of  Fayette  county  begins  with  the  establishment 
by  John  Gharkey  and  Charles  McDowell*  of  the  Fayette  County  Pioneer, 
October  21,  1853,  at  West  Union.  The  Pioneer  was  Democratic  in  poli¬ 
tics,  and  a  brief  examination  of  its  files  is  sufficient  to  convince  one  that  its 
editor  not  only  had  decided  opinions  along  that  line,  but  had  as  well  a  faculty 
for  expression  that  drove  what  he  wrote  well  through  the  skins  of  those 
who  entertained  views  in  opposition.  So  much  effect  did  his  printed  utter¬ 
ances  have,  in  fact,  that  in  May,  1863,  his  office  was  attacked  and  considerable 
of  the  material  damaged  by  a  party  of  heated  partisans.  It  appears  that  Mr. 
Gharkey  became  convinced  shortly  after  this  that  his  ideas  were  not  sufficient¬ 
ly  in  harmony  with  those  of  his  community  to  warrant  him  in  staying  here 
and  in  1864  he  packed  up  and  went  to  Missouri. 

The  Pioneer  was  a  well-printed  paper  and  was  generously  supported. 
It  is  to  be  stated,  however,  that  any  newspaper  in  Fayette  county  which 
managed  to  keep  alive  in  those  times  was  “generously”  supported.  The 
path  trod  by  the  pioneer  newspaper  man  was  far  from  being  one  of  roses, 
and  his  share  of  the  burden  was  greater  than  that  of  those  in  other  depart¬ 
ments  of  new  town  enterprise,  for  the  process  of  printing  was  expensive  and 
the  problem  of  keeping  cash  on  hand  in  sufficient  quantity  to  meet  absolutely 
necessary  demands  was  fraught  with  Worry. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Gharkey  understood  the  game  better,  or  perhaps 
was  better  adapted  to  it  by  temperament,  than  any  of  the  others  who  essayed 
journalism  in  Fayette  county  prior  to  1863,  for  the  record  shows  that  no  less 
than  three  papers  were  started  in  West  Union  to  combat  with  the  political 
influence  of  the  Pioneer  and  it  shows  also  that  each  one  died  an  earthly  death. 

*Gharkey’s  attitude  on  the  slavery  question  with  which  Mr.  McDowell  could  not 
agree  soon  caused  a  dissolution  of  the  partnership,  and  the  latter  removed  from  the 
county. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


153 


The  Free  Press  was  established  in  September  of  1856  by  Frank  A.  Bad¬ 
ger  and  C.  O.  Meyers.  It  closed  up  early  in  1857. 

The  Public  Review  was  established  in  March  of  1859  by  John  Hale  and 
J.  E.  Cooke,  and  succumbed  to  fate  in  1861. 

The  Republican  Era  was  established  by  J.  W.  Rogers  in  1861,  using  the 
material  of  the  defunct  Public  Reviezv.  Mr.  Rogers  sold  the  paper  shortly 
after  its  horning  to  Rev.  S.  D.  Helms,  who  went  to  Bellevue  in  1862,  leaving 
the  Pioneer  in  full  possession  of  the  field. 

The  Public  Record  was  established  by  Andrew  J.  Felt  in  1863.  Mr. 
Felt  bought  the  material  of  the  Republican  Era  and  for  three  years  gave 
West  Union  a  lively  Republican  weekly,  but  evidently  thought  that  a  better 
field  was  open  to  him  elsewhere,  for  in  the  spring  of  1866  he  disposed  of 
the'  property  to  a  stock  company  at  Fayette,  and  the  following  year  founded 
the  Nashua  Post,  which  he  sold  in  1874  to  buy  a  half  interest  in  the  Water¬ 
loo  Courier.  He  remained  at  Waterloo  for  several  years. 

“Andy”  Felt  was  in  some  respects  the  most  interesting  character  in  the 
early  journalism  of  northeastern  Iowa.  Arriving  in  Iowa  in  1 8 S 5  from 
Ontario  county,  New  York,  with  three  dollars  as  his  entire  cash  capital,  he 
taught  school  in  Clayton  county,  clerked  in  a  store  and  worked  in  the  office  of 
the  North  Iozm  Times  at  McGregor,  thus  filling  in  the  time  till  1857,  when 
he  established  the  Cedar  Valley  News  at  Bradford.  In  June  of  1858  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  (he  had  previously  read  law  at  add  times),  but  after 
practicing  law  two  years  the  itching  for  the  editorial  pen  became  so  violent 
that  he  returned  to  newspaperdom,  acting  as  associate  editor  of  the  McGregor 
Times.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  Seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  was  captured  at 
Belmont,  Missouri,  a  few  months  later,  remained  a  prisoner  of  the  Con¬ 
federacy  for  almost  a  year,  was  paroled  and  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Annapolis, 
Maryland,  where  he  remained  under  medical  care  until  the  spring  of  1863, 
when  he  returned  to  his  regiment  at  Corinth,  Mississippi,  and  was  soon  after 
discharged  for  disability. 

From  Waterloo  he  went  to  Kansas,  and  after  a  time  the  news  came  of 
his  election  to  the  lieutenant-governorship  of  that  state  on  the  Republican 
ticket.  The  last  record  the  Writer  has  of  him  is  dated  January,  1897,  and 
states  that  the  “Atchison  Daily  Champion,  A.  J.  Felt’s  paper,  is  in  the  hands 
of  a  receiver.” 

The  Fayette  County  Union  was  established  as  a  Democratic  paper  in 
1866  by  William  McClintock  and  Henry  Rickel.  It  was  sold  in  1867  to  I. 
Wood  and  Milo  Lacy,  who  conducted  it  somewhat  more  than  a  year,  when 
they  went  to  Austin,  Minnesota,  and  the  property  was  again  taken  in  hand 
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by  its  founders.  Mr.  Rickel  retired  in  1869,  and  Mr.  McClintock  conducted 
it  until  1872,  when  his  son  Frank  assumed  control,  continuing-  till  1877,  when 
he  retired.  William  McClintock  was  publisher  till  1881.  In  that  year  he 
sold  out  to  Walt.  H.  Butler,  who  directed  the  paper's  course  till  1885,  when 
Mr.  McClintock  again  took  charge.  From  1885  to  1891  the  paper  was  edited 
at  different  times  by  William  McClintock,  Will  H.  McClintock  and  H.  B. 
Blackman,  but  during  this  period,  as  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
from  the  day  the  paper  was  started,  excepting  when  it  was  owned  by  Mr. 
Butler,  William  McClintock  was  its  dominating  spirit.  His  influence  was 
never  wholly  absent  from  it,  his  was  the  personality  that  gave  it  force.  But 
in  1891  the  cord  which  had  bound  him  for  so  many  years — years  of  violent 
political  turmoil,  many  of  them — was  completely  severed.  Mr.  Butler  again 
bought  the  Union  and  held  it  until  1894,  when  he  sold  to  O.  M.  Smith; 
Smith,  two  or  three  years  later,  sold  to  George  W.  Van  Atten,  who,  after 
a  short  time,  sold  a  half  interest  to  P.  L.  Ainsworth,  and  soon  after  his 
remaining  interest  to  E.  A.  Mcllree,  of  Riverside,  Iowa.  Mr.  Mcllree  bought 
Mr.  Ainsworth  out  after  a  few  months  and  is  at  present  sole  owner  and 
editor. 

The  West  Union  Gazette  was  started  in  1867  under  the  heading  Repub¬ 
lican  Gazette  and  Clermont  Leader.  Messrs.  Talmadge  and  Shannon  bought 
the  material  of  the  defunct  Leader  and  carted  it  to  West  Union,  which  ac¬ 
counts  for  the  Clermont  feature  in  the  name  of  the  new  paper.  But  it  was 
soon  dropped,  although  the  word  Republican  was  continued  for  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Shannon  retired  from  the  firm  in  1869,  owing  to  ill  health,  but  it 
was  long  before  the  impression  made  by  his  editorial  personality  during  his 
brief  association  with  the  Gazette  was  obliterated.  In  fact  it  is  noted  that 
when  his  name  is  mentioned  to  an  old  settler  a  smile  appears  involuntarily 
upon  the  old  settler’s  face.  He  was  a  humorist  and  a  wag.  Also  he  was  a 
thinker  and  a  writer  and  a  good  fellow.  He  later  moved  to  Elkader  where 
he  conducted  the  Journal,  going  from  there  to  a  new  field  of  journalistic 
endeavor  at  Huron,  South  Dakota.  Finally  he  returned  to  Iowa,  dying  at 
Marshalltown  several  years  ago. 

In  1870  John  W.  Stewart  bought  an  interest  in  the  Gazette,  retaining 
it  for  a  month,  when  he  sold  to  J.  W.  Rogers,  who  stayed  with  it  for  two 
years.  In  1873  Mr.  Talmadge  sold  an  interest  to  Joseph  A.  Whittemore,  of 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  the  paper  being  published  under  the  firm  name 
of  C.  H.  Talmadge  &  Company.  In  1877,  Mr.  Whittemore  having  retired, 
his  brother,  David  H.,  came  from  Providence  and  took  over  his  interest, 
remaining  for  two  years.  From  the  time  of  Mr.  Whittemore’s  withdrawal 
until  May,  1907,  the  Gazette  was  owned  and  edited  by  C.  H.  Talmadge. 
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In  1880  the  paper  was  burned  out,  and  by  a  singular  dispensation  of 
fate  its  owner  again  went  to  Clermont  for  the  material  with  which  to  resume 
its  publication.  He  bought  the  plant  of  the  People's  Paper,  the  publication 
of  which  had  been  discontinued,  and  much  of  the  furniture  in  the  Gazette 
office  today  is  that  used  in  the  Clermont  office  in  the  seventies.  Since  the 
death  of  Mr.  Talmadge,  in  1907,  the  Gazette  has  been  published  by  his  elder 
son,  D.  H.  Talmadge. 

The  Argo  had  its  inception  in  1881,  the  Hobson  brothers,  Frank  and 
Lee,  being  the  founders.  Lee  was  the  typographical  genius  of  the  firm.  He 
began  his  career  when  a  small  boy  by  carrying  the  Gazette  each  Friday 
morning  to  its  West  Union  subscribers.  In  1873,  having  picked  up  a  hand¬ 
kerchief  full  of  type  and  manufactured  a  press,  he  began  the  publication  of 
the  West  Union  Weekly  Times,  a  diminutive  sheet,  selling  by  the  year  for 
ten  cents.  A  few  months  later,  having  convinced  his  parents  of  the  earnest¬ 
ness  of  his  spirit  and  fitness  of  his  talent,  they  bought  him  a  Novelty  press 
and  sufficient  material  to  enable  him  to  do  real  printing,  The  Weekly  Times 
was  succeeded,  if  we  remember  correctly,  by  the  Locomotive  and  the  firm 
of  Hobson  Brothers  was  located  on  the  main  street  of  the  town  with  an 
adequate  equipment  for  general  printing.  In  1877  the  firm  began  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  Trade  Journal,  and  in  1880  established  Hobson’s  Monthly 
Magazine,  both  of  which  were  short  lived.  In  1881  they  joined  with  A.  E. 
Winrott,  a  graduate  of  the  Gazette,  now  a  prosperous  dealer  in  railway  mail 
supplies  in  Chicago,  in  the  publication  of  the  Fayette  County  Clarion.  This 
paper  was  a  four-page  sheet,  two  pages  being  “patent.”  Of  the  remaining 
two  pages,  one  was  devoted  to  the  interests  of  West  Union,  the  other  to 
Fayette,  and  great  was  the  joy  it  created,  for  a  county-seat  war  arose  and 
each  page  was  in  favor  of  its  own  town,  which  was  only  natural,  and  lambasted 
the  other  page  fiercely  each  week.  This,  of  course,  could  not  long  continue. 
Mr.  Winrott  took  over  both  pages  of  the  Clarion  before  its  internal  fires 
had  quite  consumed  it,  and  the  Argo  was  launched.  Of  all  these  ventures 
Frank  Hobson  was  editor. 

Hobson  Brothers  continued  the  publication  of  the  Argo  for  about  ten 
years,  when  the  paper  was  sold  to  Shriver  &  Way,  who  retained  Mr.  Hobson 
as  editor  and  manager  until  they  sold  out  to  George  H.  Nichols.  Mr.  Nichols 
remained  about  two  years,  disposing  of  the  property  to  Frank  J.  Stillman, 
who  sold  to  Frank  H.  Hobson  &  Company  after  a  short  interval.  The 
“Company”  in  this  firm  was  R.  O.  Woodard.  After  a  time  Mr.  Hobson 
so  arranged  his  affairs  that  he  held  the  place  alone,  but  not  for  long.  F.  J. 
Stillman,  then  in  Washington,  again  bought  it,  putting  his  father,  E.  B. 
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Stillman,  one  of  the  pioneer  newspaper  makers  of  Iowa,  in  temporary  charge. 
Within  a  short  time  F.  J.  sold  out  to  Hughes  and  Fallows,  who  after  a  short 
stay  returned  it  to  him.  He  sold  it  finally  in  1906  to  Walter  H.  Beall,  of  Mt. 
Ayr,  its  present  owner  and  editor. 

In  1879,  G.  W.  Fitch,  then  county  superintendent  of  public  schools,  made 
a  new  departure  in  journalism  by  launching  the  Educational  Review.  This  was 
a  six-column  folio,  neatly  printed  at  the  Argo  office.  It  was  continued  by  Mr. 
Fitch  throughout  his  term  of  office,  Which  terminated  in  1886,  and  was  taken 
up  and  continued  by  three  of  his  successors  in  office. 

When  the  Review'  was  started,  there  was  not  another  similar  publication 
in  Iowa;  but  it  was  not  many  years  afterward  until  fully  half  the  county  super¬ 
intendents  in  the  state  had  adopted  this  means  of  holding  prompt  and  satis¬ 
factory  communication  with  the  teachers  and  school  officers  of  their  respective 
counties. 

The  Review  was  fostered  and  supported  at  public  expense,  one  page  being 
devoted  to  advertising  as  a  means  of  partial  self-support. 

The  primary  object  in  launching  this  publication  was  to  encourage  the 
gradation  of  the  country  schools ;  to  secure  county  uniformity  of  school  text 
books ;  to  promote  a  more  general  attendance  in  the  schools,  and  to  stimulate 
higher  attainments  in  the  teaching  force,  and  correspondingly  better  pay  for 
capable  services. 

All  of  these  things  were  brought  about  through  the  agency  of  the  Review 
and  those  who  advocated  its  policies ;  hence  it  may  be  said  that  it  accomplished 
the  work  for  which  it  was  designed  before  it  was  allowed  to  die  from  want 
of  public  support. 

The  last  few  years  of  its  publication  it  appeared  as  The  Fayette  County 
Teacher,  and  was  delivered  free  to  all  teachers  and  school  officers  in  the  county, 
to  whom  it  was  sent  monthly  for  a  period  of  eighteen  years. 

FAYETTE. 

The  Fayette  Journal  was  established  in  the  winter  of  1857-8  by  Charles 
O.  Myers,  who  moved  his  Free  Press  outfit  from  West  Union  for  the  purpose. 
J.  E.  Cooke,  who  was  later  to  be  editor  of  the  Public  Revieiv  at  West  Union, 
was  its  first  editor,  and  O.  C.  Cole,  who  was  destined  to  be  a  prominent  figure 
in  Fayette  county  newspaper  circles  for  many  years,  was  its  carrier  boy.  The 
few  months  during  which  the  Journal  existed  were  marked  by  many  changes. 
Publisher  followed  publisher,  and  editor  followed  editor  in  rapid  succession. 
In  the  list  are  the  names  of  Byam,  Norton,  Robertson,  Templeton,  Halbert, 
Watts,  Vines,  and  Mrs.  D.  Alexander. 
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Mrs.  Alexander  is  entitled  to  more  than  a  passing  notice.  For  many 
years  she  wrote  a  weekly  letter  from  Fayette  to  the  West  Union  Gazette,  only 
ceasing  when,  in  March,  1894,  her  health  broke  down.  She  died  in  July  of 
that  year,  aged  sixty-nine  years.  In  commenting  on  her  death,  a  writer  in 
the  Gazette  said:  “In  1858  she  came  to  Fayette  and,  although  she  had  the 
cares  of  her  little  family  to  attend  to,  she  found  time  to  give  to  the  world  many 
hours  of  pleasure  and  profit  from  her  literary  work.  Her  reputation  as  a 
writer  in  the  locality  has  been  secured  chiefly  by  her  letters  to  the  local  papers 
and  especially  to  the  Gazette.  They  were  never  a  mere  rehearsal  of  the  trivial 
happenings  of  the  community.  Her  discriminating  mind  found  material  in 
the  commonest  affairs  to  bring  forth  keen,  but  kindly  analysis  and  criticism. 
She  hated  sham  and  hypocrisy,  and  was  unflinching  in  her  attacks  upon  them. 
Her  pen  was  never  used  to  court  public  praise,  but  the  truth  was  her  aim,  and 
her  courage  to  tell  it  was  unbounded.”  She  was  much  loved  in  Fayette  and 
the  fame  of  her  work  was  widespread. 

The  North  Iowa  Observer,  owned  by  William  Brush  and  edited  by  J.  W. 
Shannon,  later  of  the  Gazette  at  West  Union,  was  the  successor  to  the  Journal. 
Mr.  Shannon  left  after  a  time  and  O'.  C.  Cole  took  charge  of  the  office,  with 
Mr.  Brush  still  owning  the  plant.  The  paper  was  discontinued  in  the  spring 
of  1861,  after  an  existence  of  about  a  year,  the  plant  being  used  for  occasional 
job  printing,  Mr.  Cole  going  to  Mason  City. 

The  Public  Record  was  started  in  1866,  a  stock  company  being  formed  to 
buy  the  West  Union  paper  of  that  name  and  move  it  to  Fayette.  O.  C.  Cole, 
who  had  returned  to  Fayette,  was  put  in  charge  and  the  paper  was  issued  from 
the  Cole  residence  for  a  year.  Then  the  plant  was  moved  to  Main  street,  and 
Bent  Wood  and  W.  B.  Lakin,  the  last  named  of  whom  died  in  Montana  in 
1910,  took  charge  and  restored  the  North  Iowa  Observer  heading,  continuing 
the  publication  for  six  months.  Mr.  Lakin  retired  at  the  end  of  this  period, 
and  was  succeeded  by  O.  C.  Cole,  who  with  Mr.  Wood  issued  the  paper  till 
the  spring  of  1867.  Mr.  Wood  during  this  time  had  bought  sufficient  stock 
to  give  him  one  share  majority  in  the  control  of  the  plant,  and  he  purchased 
Mr.  Cole’s  interest,  expecting  to  continue  alone.  But  the  prospect  was  not  to 
his  liking,  and  he  did  not  issue  another  number  after  making  the  purchase. 
Instead,  he  turned  the  material  over  to  his  brother,  who  moved  it  to  Austin, 
Minnesota. 

SoorTafter  this  Daniel  Vines  started  the  Fayette  Journal  and  in  a  short 
time  O.  C.  Cole  bought  into  the  business,  some  new  material  was  added  and 
the  name  was  changed  to  the  Volga  Valley  Times.  Under  this  name  and 
ownership  the  paper  was  published  until  1874*  when  it  was  sold  to  J.  C.  Burch 
and  J.  O.  B.  Scobey,  after  a  brief  period  of  suspension. 
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Messrs.  Burch  &  Scobey  called  the  paper  the  Fayette  News.  They  pub¬ 
lished  it  for  a  year  and  sold  out  to  S.  D.  Helms,  who  presently  sold  out  to  A. 
E.  Winrott,  and  Theodore  Freer,  who  changed  the  name  to  the  Clarion.  Freer 
sold  to  Winrott  and  then  the  Clarion  became  a  two-town  organ,  Hobson 
Brothers,  of  West  Union,  taking  a  half  interest.  The  two-town  arrangement 
soon  played  out.  Mr.  Winrott  continued  the  paper  until  1883,  when  he  moved 
it  to  Calmar. 

The  Iowa  Postal  Card  was  established  by  O.  C.  Cole,  in  the  fall  of  1882. 
The  Postal  Card  has  continued  since  its  founding  without  change  in  owner¬ 
ship,  except  that  in  1907  L.  L.  Cole  assumed  an  interest  and  the  firm  name  be¬ 
came  Cole  &  Son. 

Since  the  advent  of  the  Postal  Card  there  have  been  several  other  ventures 
in  the  field  most  of  them  fleeting  ones.  The  New  Leaf  was  started  by  J.  R. 
Orvis,  of  Fayette.  The  N ews-Letter  was  started  by  Gay  Osborn,  of  Arling¬ 
ton.  The  Mercury  was  started  by  R.  Hutchison,  of  Arlington.  The  Re¬ 
porter  was  established  by  Ed.  Alexander,  of  Fayette. 

We  have  not  been  at  the  pains  to  get  these  in  the  order  of  their  establish¬ 
ment.  For  the  greater  part  of  fourteen  years  the  Postal  Card  held  the  field 
against  all  comers.  Then,  in  1896,  C.  F.  Paine  &  Company  re-established  the 
Reporter  and  still  continue  its  publication. 

waucoma. 

The  Waucoma  Sentinel  was,  according  to  the  directories,  established  in 
1885  by  Frank  J.  Stillman,  but  we  believe  it  was  preceded  by  the  Pioneer  and 
the  Free  Press ,  tentative  ventures  by  Mr.  Stillman,  dating  a  year  or  two  earlier. 
Prof.  G.  F.  Webb  was  editor  for  a  short  time  in  1886  and  was  succeeded  by 
Fred  Fallows,  but  Mr.  Stillman’s  finger  was  on  the  pulse  of  the  patient  con¬ 
tinuously.  In  1889  the  paper  was  enlarged  and  a  page  devoted  to  Hawkey e, 
headed  the  Hawkeye  Mail,  was  added,  this  paper  being  edited  by  Jennie  A. 
McCleery.  In  1890  Mr.  Stillman  again  took  full  control  and  continued  for 
perhaps  two  or  three  years,  when  he  sold  to  Fallows  &  Webster,  who  in  time 
leased  the  plant  to  Norman  A.  Hurd,  who  became  its  owner  in  1889.  In  1909 
he  leased  it  for  a  year  to  Paul  R.  Stillman,  son  of  the  paper’s  founder,  and 
during  the  year  sold  to  J.  N.  Walker,  who  took  possession  January  1,  1910,  as 
editor  and  owner. 

ARLINGTON. 

The  Arlington  News  established  as  the  Brush  Creek  News,  had  its  incep¬ 
tion  in  March,  1874,  O.  H.  Osborn  being  its  founder.  In  two  years  he  sold 
to  A.  B.  Vines.  After  continuing  the  publication  about  six  months  Mr.  Vines 
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sold  it  to  M.  W.  Bates,  who  changed  the  name  of  the  paper,  calling  it  the 
Brush  Creek  Plaindealer  and  Advertiser.  Mr.  Bates  tired  of  the  proposition 
within  a  year  and  Mr.  Osborn  again  became  its  owner,  and  restored  its  original 
name.  He  was  in  control  of  it  practically  all  the  time  until  1897,  although  it 
is  recorded  that  in  1884  Theodore  Freer,  whose  ambition  seems  to  have  been 
to  experiment  with  every  newspaper  field  in  the  county,  bought  it  for  perhaps 
a  year.  In  1897  W.  F.  Lake  bought  the  property  from  Mr.  Osborn  and  still 
has  it,  the  only  paper  in  Arlington. 

The  Mercury  was  established  in  1892  by  John  Hutchison  and  was  con¬ 
tinued  for  about  four  years,  Hutchison  &  Son  being  succeeded  by  Frank  E. 
Hutchison,  and  he  by  Hutchison  &  Lickiss.  The  paper  was  removed  in  1896 
to  Fayette,  where  it  had  a  brief  existence. 

OELWEIN. 

The  Oelwein  Clipper  was  established  in  August,  1876,  by  Arthur  Stahl 
and  was  discontinued  in  February,  1877. 

The  Oelwein  Register  was  established  by  Theodore  Freer  in  August,  1881, 
Mr.  Freer,  after  a  brief  editorial  career,  returned  the  proposition  to  Will 
Cauch,  who,  in  1885,  leased  the  office  to  W.  S.  Beals,  of  Independence.  In 
1887  Messrs.  Henry  V.  Hoyer  and  William  Morgan  came  upon  the  scene.  Mr. 
Morgan  was  succeeded  in  1891  by  A.  E.  Woodruff,  and  the  paper  was  pub¬ 
lished  until  1900  by  Woodruff  &  Hoyer,  when  Mr.  Woodruff  sold  out  to  F.  S. 
Robinson  and  the  firm  name  is  now  Hoyer  &  Robinson.  The  Register  became 
a  daily  in  1906,  and  at  this  writing  is  in  complete  possession  of  the  Oelwein 
field.  * 

The  Oelwein  Herald  was  started  by  F.  P.  Donnelly  in  1892  and  stood  the 
strain,  if  memory  serves  us  rightly,  about  one  year. 

The  Oelwein  Journal  was  established  in  the  late  eighties,  by  C.  P.  Smith. 
Harry  Walton  appeared  as  publisher  for  a  time.  In  1890  Mr.  Smith  removed 
the  paper  to  Sumner. 

The  Oelwein  Record  came  into  existence  in  1892  under  the  guidance  of 
Messrs.  E.  L.  Bucher  and  William  A.  Reed.  The  former  retired  from  the 
field  after  a  few  years  and  Mr.  Reed  continued  the  publication,  changing  it  to 
a  daily  in  1906.  He  went  to  Waterloo  in  1908  to  take  charge  of  a  daily  paper, 
leaving  the  Record  to  die,  which  it  did  in  the  early  part  of  1909. 

The  Oelwein  Daily,  started  in  1906  by  an  over-zealous  gentleman  named 
Smith,  we  believe,  had  a  brief  life  but  a  merry  one.  When  its  proprietor  “blew 
up,”  the  city  of  Oelwein,  theretofore  contented  with  two  weeklies,  had  two 
dailies,  one  of  which  it  retains. 
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CLERMONT. 

The  Clermont  Leader,  Clermont’s  first  paper,  was  established  by  George 
B.  Edmunds  in  May,  1866.  Mr.  Edmunds  was  an  able  writer  and  the  Leader 
attracted  attention  from  its  first  number.  But  an  unfortunate  circumstance, 
the  details  of  which  are  somewhat  shrouded  in  mystery,  caused  Mr.  Edmunds 
to  depart  from  Clermont  in  the  summer  of  1867,  and  the  Leader  was  continued 
till  fall  by  H.  D.  Lindley,  when  it  died  peaceably. 

The  People’s  Paper  (later  called  People’s  Paper  and  Alliance)  was  started 
by  D.  G.  Goodrich  in  April,  1870,  as  an  advertising  medium  for  his  farm  ma¬ 
chinery  business.  It  was  issued  monthly  and  was  printed  at  West  Union. 
Mr.  Goodrich’s  talent  for  the  making  of  a  newspaper,  apparently  unsuspected 
by  even  himself,  became  so  manifest  within  a  short  time,  and  the  demand  for 
the  publication  so  pronounced,  that  he  bought  a  printing  outfit  and  in  April, 
1871,  the  paper  was  made  a  weekly  and  was  published  simultaneously  at  Cler¬ 
mont.  West  Union  and  Oelwein.  It  was  Greenback  in  politics. 

During  the  first  three  years  of  the  paper’s  existence,  a  Mr.  Newell  was 
associated  with  Mr.  Goodrich  in  its  publication.  His  interest  was  bought  by 
Mr.  Goodrich  in  1873,  and  that  same  year  Mr.  Goodrich  sold  a  half  interest 
to  the  Clermont  Printing  Company,  but  remained  as  editor  until  1879,  when 
his  connection  with  the  press  of  Fayette  county  was  severed.  He  was  later 
connected  with  the  Republican  at  Cedar  Rapids.  He  represented  this  county 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  1866  and  served  three  years  as  county  supervisor. 
He  died  in  Minneapolis  in  1896.  The  name  of  the  paper  was  changed  in 
1879  1°  Iowa  State  Express,  and  the  end  came  in  a  few  months,  the  plant 
being  sold  to  C.  H.  Talmadge  of  the  West  Union  Gazette. 

The  Clermont  Independent  was  started  by  R.  B.  Hinkley  in  1880  and 
was  continued  for  several  years. 

The  Clermont  Herald  was  started  in  1892  by  George  Grames,  who  sold 
to  E.  A.  Fisk  in  1894.  The  paper  was  discontinued  eighteen  months  later. 

The  Clermont  Observer  Was  started  in  1898  by  Andrew  Hanson.  W. 
W.  Loomis  later  became  connected  with  the  venture,  which  lasted  three  years. 

The  Clermont  Enterprise  was  established  by  W.  R.  Blake  in  December, 
1905,  and  it  is  still  under  his  proprietary  and  editorial  control. 

MAYNARD. 

The  Maynard  News  was  established  by  Dr.  G.  W.  Hanes  in  1889  and 
as  printed  at  Oelwein.  In  the  early  nineties  L.  D.  Rawley  bought  the  paper 
ml  put  in  a  printing  plant.  He  is  still  there. 
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The  Maynard  Reporter,  started  by  E.  D.  Alexander  in  1896,  had  a  short 

life. 

HAWKEYE. 

The  Hawkeye  Beacon  was  started  by  F.  J.  Stillman  in  August,  1892. 
with  W.  N.  Rogers  as  editor.  Bopp  Brothers  bought  the  paper  after’ a  year 
or  two  and  for  a  time  Mr.  Rogers  was  replaced  as  editor  by  Reuben  Babcock. 
Soon  thereafter  Mr.  Rogers  returned  and  bought  the  paper  and  is  still  its 
editor  and  owner. 

The  Hati  keye  Mail,  with  Guy  Osborn  as  editor,  ran  ashore  in  the  nineties. 
The  Hawkeye  Press ,  by  A1  F.  Hack,  was  published  for  a  few  weeks  in 
the  summer  of  1907. 

ELGIN. 

The  Elgin  Times  was  established  in  July,  1875,  by  Henry  C.  Hammond, 
who.  sold  it  in  1878  to  M.  W.  Blodgett.  Mr.  Blodgett  continued  its  pub¬ 
lication  foi  about  three  months  and  returned  it  to  Mr.  Hammond,  who  dis¬ 
continued  it. 

The  Elgin  Reporter  was  started  by  E.  D.  Alexander  in  the  eighties  and 
was  succeeded  by  the  Elgin  Echo  with  E.  L.  Bucher,  as  editor  and  proprietor. 
Mr.  Bucher  was  followed  by  P.  L.  Ainsworth,  who  gave  place  to  the  present 
owner  and  editor,  F.  W.  Hughes,  in  1901. 

WESTGATE. 


The  Westgate  Times  was  started  in  1895  by  R-  B.  Robinson,  the  paper 
being  printed  at  Oelwein.  It  was  soon  discontinued. 

The  Westgate  Herald  was  established  in  1897  by  Homer  P.  Branch. 
Mr.  Branch,  in  association  with  his  son,  Julian  P.,  conducted  the  paper  until 
1908,  when  he  sold  to  the  Herald  Publishing  Company.  The  paper  is  now 
edited  by  W.  E.  Snyder. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

The  importance  of  the  medical  profession  of  today  justifies  mention  of 
the  growth  and  progress  of  the  now  well-established  science  in  earlier  times. 

There  are  doctors  now  living  who  well  remember  the  efforts  of  the 
student  of  medicine  who  tried  to  qualify  himself  for  practice  fifty  or  sixty 
years  ago.  But  during  the  last  century  the  facilities  for  acquiring  a  medical 
education  have  been  on  a  par  With  educational  advancement  in  other  lines, 
and  the  young  physician  of  19 10  knows  but  little  of  the  labors  and  discourage¬ 
ments  of  the  early  pioneers  in  medical  research.  They  began  their  studies 
under  the  personal  supervision  of  a  practicing  physician.  This  relation  was 
something  akin  to  the  apprenticeship  system  which  prevailed  in  Great  Britain 
and  was  transferred  to  the  New  World  in  colonial  days.  The  student  read 
his  preceptor’s  text  books,  compounded  medicines  and  kept  accounts,  picking  up 
whatever  useful  information  this  desultory  instruction  permitted.  He  was 
allowed  at  times  to  witness  operations,  or  to  assist  in  them,  and  was  taken  to 
see  patients  when  practicable.  After  serving  his  “apprenticeship”  of  two  or 
three  years,  and  other  conditions  and  circumstances  permitting,  he  was  granted 
a  certificate  of  proficiency  from  his  preceptor  and  a  new  physician  was 
launched.  Those  students  who  had  the  ambition,  and  necessary  means  to 
gratify  it,  went  abroad  and  in  the  famous  schools  at  Edinburgh,  Aberdeen, 
Glasgow,  London,  Paris  or  elsewhere,  obtained  the  knowledge  and  diploma 
denied  them  in  the  colonies.  When  they  returned  to  practice  in  their  home¬ 
land,  they  soon  came  to  realize  the  necessity  for  regular  and  systematic  med¬ 
ical  education,  and  to  such  as  these  may  be  ascribed  the  agitation  which  ulti¬ 
mately  brought  about  the  establishment  of  professional  schools  in  America. 

The  study  of  anatomy  was  introduced  in  1647  by  Giles  Firman,  who 
gave  lectures  and  special  instructions  to  small  classes.  The  body  of  a  criminal 
who  had  been  executed  in  New  York  City  in  1750,  was  dissected  by  Doctors 
Bard  and  Middleton,  “for  the  instruction  of  the  young  men  then  engaged  in 
the  study  of  medicine.”  Doctor  Hersey,  of  Hingham,  Massachusetts,  left  a 
bequest  of  one  thousand  pounds  to  “establish  a  professorship  of  anatomy,  and 
for  that  use  only.”  In  1780  and  1781,  Dr.  John  Warren,  a  practicing  phy¬ 
sician  who  had  been  a  surgeon  in  the  Continental  army,  delivered  a  series  of 
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5“  1CCtUreS  °n  anatomy  at  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Doctors  Asheton 
Witt,  Redman  and  Bond,  well-known  teachers  in  their  day,  gave  instruction 
to  many  young  men  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

This  leaven,  working  m  the  then  geographical  center  of  the  countrv, 
moulded  pubhc  opinion  and  goaded  civic  pride  into  organized  efforts  towards 
establishing  permanent  medical  schools.  King’s  College  gave  a  course  of 
lectures  on  anatomy  in  1763,  and  its  board  voted  to  establish  a  regular  med¬ 
ical  school,  August  14,  1767.  This  institution  was  created  by  letters  patent 
issued  by  George  II,  King  of  England,  October  31,  1754.  It  was  afterwards 
known  as  Columbia  College,  and  later  as  Columbia  University,  which  title  is 
familiar  to  all.  This  Was  the  first  college  in  America  to  confer  the  degree  of 
Medical  Doctor.  The  College  of  Philadelphia  organized  a  medical  faculty  in 
I7(=)5>  and  Harvard  College  took  similar  action  in  1782. 

King’s  College  was  closed  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  for  obvious 
reasons,  and  in  1784  an  act  was  passed  making  Columbia  College,  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  the  successor  of  King’s  College,  and  instruction  was  resumed 
in  the  academical  department.  But  in  1792  a  complete  reorganization  was 
effected,  and  in  1814  it  was  absorbed  by  its  rival,  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons.  In  i860  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  became  the  med¬ 
ical  depaitment  of  Columbia  College,  and  in  1891  it  was  made  a  definite  part 
of  the  university. 

The  medical  depaitment  of  the  College  of  Philadelphia  was  largely  the 
outgrowth  of  encouragement  given  the  enterprise  by  Thomas  Penn,  son  of 
the  world-famous  William  Penn  and  a  philanthropist  whose  benefactions 
greatly  aided  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love  in  the  establishment  of  many  of  her 
early  public  institutions.  Benjamin  Franklin  was  also  a  moving  spirit  in 
this  work,  as  he  was  in  anything  relating  to  the  development  of  science,  educa¬ 
tion  and  civic  improvement.  The  charter  of  the  College  of  Philadelphia  was 
revoked  in  1779  and  given  to  the  University  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
This  law  was  repealed  four  years  later,  and  the  charter  of  the  old  college  was 
restored.  In  September,  1791,  the  two  rival  schools  united  under  the  title  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  so  continues. 

The  charter  for  the  establishment  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  was 
granted  in  1751,  and  this  seems  to  have  been  the  first  general  hospital  to  be 
opened  in  the  colonies.  The  first  patient  was  admitted  to  this  hospital  Febru¬ 
ary  10,  1752.  New  York  Hospital  was  chartered  in  1771. 

The  first  medical  journal  in  America  for  the  publication  of  original  arti¬ 
cles,  was  the  Medical  Repository,  founded  in  New  York  City  in  1797. 

Medical  colleges  and  hospitals  have  been  multiplying  for  the  last  hundred 
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and  fifty  years,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  city  of  any  importance  in  the  United 
States  that  does  not  sustain  one  or  more  of  each.  Many  hospitals  have  been 
established  by  churches  and  philanthropic  individuals,  while  the  medical  schools 
have  been  increased  in  numbers  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  population, 
and  the  divisions  and  sub-divisions  of  materia  medica.  In  like  manner,  med¬ 
ical  journals  and  medical  literature  in  general  has  increased  with  the  advance 
of  the  profession,  until  no  class  of  professional  men  (and  women)  are  better 
supplied  with  the  needful  helps,  and  assuredly  none  are  more  willing  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  advantages  thus  afforded. 

Medical  societies  soon  followed  the  establishment  of  the  colleges,  and 
these  have  increased  in  numbers  and  interest  until  there  is  not  a  state  in  the 
Union,  and  scarcely  an  organized  county,  that  does  not  sustain  its  medical 
society.  At  the  head  of  these,  so  far  as  prominence  and  popularity  are  con¬ 
cerned,  is  the  American  Medical  Association,  with  headquarters  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  though  the  first  national  institution  of  the  kind  was  established  in 
New  York  City,  which  for  many  years  was  regarded  as  a  medical  educational 
center. 

The  pioneer  physicians  of  Fayette  county  Were  above  the  average  in 
point  of  intellectual  attainments  and  professional  qualifications.  It  is  gen¬ 
erally  conceded  that  Dr.  J.  H.  Stafford  was  the  first  doctor  to  engage  in  prac¬ 
tice  in  this  county.  He  located  in  West  Union  in  1851,  and  followed  his  pro¬ 
fession,  in  connection  with  other  lines  of  business,  throughout  a  long  and 
active  lifetime.  He  was  followed  by  Doctors  Chase,  Zeigler,  Cruzan,  Elliot, 
Lake,  Fuller,  Ecker,  Hart,  Armstrong,  Robinson,  Drake,  Harbach,  Zoller,  all 
of  whom  practiced  in  West  Union,  and  all  are  dead  or  removed  from  the 
county.  There  were  also  a  few  physicians  here  who  did  not  remain  long 
enough  to  become  thoroughly  identified  with  the  profession,  but  soon  removed 
to  other  fields.  These  were  mostly  young  physicians  seeking  a  location. 
Doctors  G.  D.  Darnall  and  E.  A.  Ainsworth  are  the  oldest  physicians  now  in 
practice  at  West  Union  (see  alphabetical  list  of  present  physicians  of  the 
county). 

Dr.  C.  C.  Parker  was  the  first  physician  in  Fayette,  who  located  and  con¬ 
tinued  there  in  active  practice.  He  came  in  1855,  and  died  there  in  1905. 
He  was  a  native  of  Clermont  county,  Ohio,  born  September  12,  1823,  and  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  county.  He  engaged  in  teaching  for  a  few 
years  in  early  manhood,  and  in  1845  began  the  study  of  medicine.  Doctor 
Parker  was  graduated  from  Starling  Medical  College,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in 
1850,  and  in  1852  he  was  chosen  demonstrator  of  anatomy  in  his  alma  mater. 
The  Doctor  never  possessed  a  rugged  constitution,  and  the  confinement  in  his 
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college  work  impaired  his  health  to  the  extent  that  he  was  compelled  to  re¬ 
sign  his  professorship  and  seek  another  field  of  labor.  He  was  married  in 
Point  Pleasant,  Ohio,  October  4,  1853,  to  Sarah  M.  Lakin,  who  died  in  Fay¬ 
ette,  December  3,  1888.  Soon  after  his  marriage,  Doctor  Parker  started  for 
the  YY  est,  making  a  leisurely  trip  on  horseback,  and  arriving  in  the  village  of 
Fayette  on  his  thirty-second  birthday.  At  that  time  there  were  but  eight 
houses  in  the  village,  and  these  were  full  to  overflowing.  The  small  tavern 
was  kept  by  a  family  named  Davis,  and  two  or  three  children  in  this  family 
being  ill,  the  Doctor  treated  his  first  patient  in  Fayette  while  waiting  for  his 
dinner  the  day  of  his  arrival.  After  deciding  the  matter  as  to  whether  he 
would  remain  in  “Fayetteville”  or  look  further  for  a  location,  he  let  the  con¬ 
tract  for  the  construction  of  a  house  of  two  rooms,  made  a  few  other  pre¬ 
liminary  arrangements,  and  returned  to  Ohio  for  his  wife  and  little  son.  But 
he  was  shocked  and  pained  beyond  expression  to  learn  that  the  little  flower 
which  had  budded  in  their  home  so  promisingly,  had  sickened  and  died  two 
weeks  before  the  father’s  return. 

Returning  to  Fayette,  Doctor  Parker  began  a  professional  career  cover¬ 
ing  half  a  century,  during  which  time  no  man  could  say  aught  against  him. 
He  was  an  extremely  busy  man.  He  entered  the  army  in  1861,  as  surgeon 
of  the  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  until  failing  health  compelled  his 
resignation.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  appointed  by  the  commissioner 
of  pensions,  as  examining  surgeon  for  a  large  territory,  including  Fayette 
county,  and  for  a  long  series  of  years  he  was  the  only  physician  in  the  county 
acting  in  this  capacity.  But  as  the  duties  of  that  office  multiplied,  and  a  board 
of  three  examiners  was  constituted,  he  Was  retained  for  many  years  as  a  mem¬ 
ber,  and  his  colleagues  were  always  pleased  to  be  associated  with  him  in  this 
capacity. 

Doctor  Parker  was  always  a  friend  to  struggling  young  men,  and  his 
kindly  counsels  and  fatherly  advice  led  more  than  one  young  man  into  the 
proper  course  to  insure  future  usefulness.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  and  in  1870  he  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Iowa  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  at  Inde¬ 
pendence.  The  Doctor  was  a  zealous  and  useful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  and  served  it  in  many  official  ways.  His  three  sons  who 
are  living  are  all  graduates  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  and  all  are  engaged 
in  some  honorable  professional  work.  The  eldest,  Rev.  D.  M.,  is  a  minister 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church ;  Charles  L.  is  in  law,  land  and  real  estate 
business  in  Seattle,  Washington,  while  James  D.  is  a  successful  physician  in 
Fayette,  perpetuating  the  name  so  long  honored  by  the  people.  The  last  years 
of  his  father’s  life  were  spent  as  a  member  of  this  son’s  family. 
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Doctor  Dixon  Alexander  was  another  of  the  pioneer  physicians  in  Fay¬ 
ette.  He  Was  born  in  De  Kalb  county,  New  York,  March  24,  1822.  He 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in  1846,  after  taking  the  usual  course  in 
preliminary  training  in  the  office  of  a  practicing  physician,  and  was  graduated 
from  Castleton  (Vermont)  Medical  College  in  1848.  He  commenced  prac¬ 
tice  at  Benson,  Vermont,  in  1849,  and  was  married  the  same  year  to  Mary  E. 
Wentworth,  of  Stonington,  Vermont.  She  was  born  in  Norwich,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  September  12,  1825.  Mrs.  Alexander  acquired  a  liberal  education  in  her 
native  state  and  was  a  lady  of  high  literary  standing  in  this  county  for  many 
years.  She  was  quiet  and  unobtrusive,  a  most  exemplary  wife  and  mother, 
and  a  valued  friend  of  all  who  knew  her. 

Doctor  Alexander  located  with  his  family  in  Fayette  in  1857,  and  began 
a  successful  career  in  practice  which  terminated  only  with  his  death.  He  was 
surgeon  of  the  Sixteenth  Iowa  Infantry  during  the  last  year  of  the  Civil  war, 
serving  until  the  close  of  hostilities.  His  was  a  disposition  entirely  different 
from  that  of  his  early  colleague  in  practice,  Dr.  C.  C.  Parker,  being  gruff  and 
outspoken,  yet  possessing-  a  kindly  heart  and  cheerful  disposition.  He  served 
a  number  of  years  as  a  member  of  the  pension  examining  board  of  this  county, 
to  which  office  he  brought  a  wealth  of  successful  experience  in  medicine  and 
surgery,  and  was  regarded  as  a  fair  and  impartial  guardian  of  both  the  public 
and  private  interests.  Both  the  Doctor  and  his  estimable  wife  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  the  town  where  their  home  had  been  for  nearly  half  a 
century.  Their  only  surviving  child  is  Ed.  D.  Alexander,  of  Hastings,  Ne¬ 
braska,  a  journalist  by  occupation. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Aldrich  was  an  early  and  prominent  physician  in  Fayette,  but 
removed  to  Mississippi  in  1881.  He  died  in  Denver,  Colorado,  about  1905, 
and  his  widow  still  resides  at  Biloxi,  Mississippi. 

It  is  said  that  Dr.  Aaron  Brown  (better  known  as  Colonel  Brown)  was 
the  first  physician  in  Fayette,  and  that  he  resigned  his  practice  when  Dr.  C.  C. 
Parker  located  in  the  town  and  never  afterward  resumed  professional  prac¬ 
tice.  He  entered  the  army  early  in  1861  with  the  Third  Iowa  Regiment  and 
rose  to  the  rank  of  colonel  of  that  organization.  Following  the  close  of  the 
war  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  so  continued  until  a  few  years  be¬ 
fore  his  death,  in  July,  1904.  But  the  Colonel  never  lost  his  interest  in  the 
medical  fraternity,  and  was  an  honorary  member  of  the  Fayette  County  Med¬ 
ical  Society  from  its  organization,  and  frequently  attended  its  meetings. 

Whether  Colonel  Brown  is  entitled  to  the  honor  of  being  the  first  medical 
practitioner  in  Fayette,  or  otherwise,  is  not  surely  known ;  but  it  is  true  that  he 
located  near  that  town  site  in  1852,  and  practiced  medicine  there  until  1856, 
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when  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  for  four  years.  After  the  war  he 
was  twice  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  served  from  1870  to  1874  as 
register  of  the  state  land  office.  He  practiced  medicine  in  the  south  from 
1878  to  1882,  but  returned  to  Fayette  county,  and  died  at  Mitchellville,  Iowa. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Norris  was  the  first  physician  in  Waucoma.  He  came  from 
Illinois  to  Chickasaw  county,  ten  miles  north  of  Waucoma,  in  the  early  fifties, 
and  began  practice  in  this  county  at  that  time.  In  i860  he  located  in  Wau¬ 
coma,  and  continued  in  practice  there  until  his  death  in  1865.  Dr.  Olmstead 
was  the  second  physician  in  the  town,  but  he  soon  removed  to  another  field. 
Dr.  O.  B.  Dodd  was  the  third  practitioner  who  located  in  Waucoma,  and  he  is 
now  the  pioneer  doctor  in  the  county.  For  many  years  he  had  a  very  large 
piactice,  both  in  Fayette  and  Chickasaw  counties,  but  with  advancing  years, 
and  the  pieparation  of  his  son,  F.  B.,  to  take  his  place,  he  has  relaxed  some 
of  his  former  energy,  and  now  confines  himself  to  office  practice  and  special 
calls  of  old-time  friends.  Everybody  in  Fayette  county  knows  Dr.  O.  B. 
Dodd,  wdio  is  one  of  the  honored  early  settlers  of  Waucoma.  Dr.  F.  B.  Dodd 
died  in  1907. 

In  very  early  days  a  Doctor  Boydson  was  in  practice  in  Eden  and  Wind¬ 
sor  townships,  and  lived  at  a  little  hamlet  then  known  as  Port  Washington. 
He  has  been  dead  many  years.  Doctors  Bemis  and  Doctor  Pence  were  in 
practice  at  Auburn  in  the  palmy  days  of  that  ambitious  town;  and  in  later 
times  Dr.  J.  P.  Marsh  was  in  practice  there  before  he  moved  to  Elgin,  in  the 
early  seventies.  He  removed  to  New  York,  his  native  state,  where  he  was 
in  practice  when  last  heard  from. 

The  names  of  Drs.  B.  H.  Hinkley  and  W.  C.  Lewis  are  inseparably  con¬ 
nected  with  the  medical  history  of  Clermont.  Both  died  there,  after  long- 
years  of  successful  practice,  during  which  they  endured  many  of  the  hard¬ 
ships  and  exposures  of  the  pioneer  physicians  of  early  days.  Dr.  Frederick 
Becker  was  a  later  acquisition  to  the  medical  annals  of  Clermont,  and,  as  a 
homeopathist,  had  a  large  and  lucrative  practice  for  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  He  was  a  member  of  the  state  board  of  health  from  1889  to  1896. 
Doctor  Becker,  a  native  of  Germany,  located  in  Clermont  in  1875,  and  con¬ 
tinues  in  active  practice  there.  For  many  years  he  was  a  lecturer  in  a  med¬ 
ical  college,  a  place  now  ably  filled  by  his  son,  Dr.  Frederick  Becker,  Jr. 

Dr.  O.  O.  Ayer  was  the  first  physician  to  locate  in  Wadena.  Previously 
the  Fayette  and  Volga  doctors  had  supplied  that  place,  among  whom  were 
Doctors  McLean,  Parker  and  Alexander,  and  occasionally  Doctor  Cruzan  was 
called.  Doctor  Ayer  came  to  Wadena  soon  after  his  graduation  in  1875,  and 
continued  in  successful  practice  several  years,  when  he  removed  to  Brush 
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Creek  (now  Arlington),  where  he  still  remains.  He  was  married,  while  liv¬ 
ing  in  Wadena,  to  Viola  Stevens,  of  Minnesota. 

Doctor  H.  S.  Hadsel  located  in  Maynard  in  1875,  though  he  did  not 
graduate  as  a  physician  until  1882 ;  but  we  think  he  was  in  practice  a  few  years 
prior  to  this  event.  He  was  probably  the  first  doctor  to  locate  in  Maynard. 
Dr.  G.  W.  Hanes  was  an  early  physician  in  Maynard,  and  died  there,  his  son, 
Dr.  P.  E.  Hanes,  continuing  the  practice  there.  Doctor  Hadsel  was  a  partner 
of  Dr.  G.  D.  Darnall,  in  West  Union,  for  a  year  or  two,  after  which  he  located 
in  Elgin,  where  he  is  now  in  successful  practice. 

Dr.  Israel  Pattison,  late  of  Oelwein,  was  the  pioneer  physician  in  the 
southern  part  of  Fayette  county.  He  was  born  in  Welland  county,  Ontario, 
Canada,  October  18,  1842.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war  he  left  school 
and  entered  the  army  for  the  preservation  of  the  Federal  Union.  He  received 
a  wound  at  the  battle  of  Culpeper  Court  House,  which  necessitated  his  dis¬ 
charge  from  the  sendee.  He  re-entered  the  University  of  Toronto,  and  was 
graduated  in  the  spring  of  1864.  Once  more  he  offered  his  services  to  his 
country,  and  was  accepted  as  brigade  hospital  steward,  with  the  “Flying  Hos¬ 
pital,”  an  auxiliary  to  the  regular  field  hospital.  While  in  charge  of  this,  he 
was  present  at  the  first  and  second  battles  at  Hatcher’s  Run,  Stony  Point  and 
Five  Forks,  and  was  with  General  Sheridan  in  front  of  Fee’s  army  at  Appo¬ 
mattox.  Having  participated  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull’s  Run,  it  was  now  his 
privilege  to  share  in  the  honors  of  capturing  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
and  in  witnessing  the  closing  agonies  of  the  Confederacy. 

Doctor  Pattison  was  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo,  in  1867,  and  at  once  began  practice  in  his  native  county. 
He  was  married  there,  June  1,  1870,  to  Alice  Coleman,  and  on  the  day  of  their 
marriage  he  and  his  bride  started  for  the  West.  Their  objective  point  was 
Fincoln,  Nebraska,  but  on  reaching  Otsego,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  the  Doctor 
was  induced  to  stop  there  and  engage  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  For¬ 
tune  favored  him,  and  in  a  short  time  he  had  established  a  good  practice  in 
the  country  adjacent  to  the  little  hamlet  Which  he  called  home.  A  few  months 
after  his  arrival,  the  Doctor  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Otsego.  In  1873, 
in  response  to  his  petition,  he  was  authorized  to  remove  the  postoffice  to  Oel¬ 
wein,  which  place,  up  to  that  time,  had  been  only  a  broad  expanse  of  prairie 
land ;  but  with  the  building  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota  Rail¬ 
road  through  that  place  (and  which  missed  Otsego),  the  possibilities  of  a 
town  of  some  importance  were  apparent.  Doctor  Pattison  was,  therefore, 
the  first  postmaster  in  Oelwein,  as  well  as  the  first  physician.  He  resigned 
the  office  of  postmaster  to  enable  him  the  better  to  attend  to  his  large  and  in- 
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ci easing  piactice.  Doctor  Pattison  was  always  prominent,  both  professionally 
and  socially,  and  held  a  number  of  professional  positions  with  railroad  com¬ 
panies,  and  in  the  Iowa  National  Guards.  He  represented  this  county  in  the 
General  Assembly,  as  a  Republican,  1894  to  1896,  and  was  prominent  in  the 
medical  societies  of  the  state  and  county.  His  death  occurred  at  Oelwein  and 
his  office  and  practice  are  continued  by  his  two  sons,  Drs.  D.  L.  and  John  F. 
Pattison. 

Doctor  Joseph  Hodgkinson  was  an  early  physician  in  Oelwein,  locating 
theie  soon  after  Doctor  Pattison,  and  retaining  his  residence  there  at  present, 
though  not  in  active  practice. 

Randalia  has  never  had  a  resident  physician  except  Dr.  Oscar  Gray,  who 
practiced  there  for  two  or  three  years,  and  removed  to  another  field. 

The  first  physician  in  Hawkeye  was  Doctor  McCormick,  who  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Doctor  McDonald,  and  he  by  Dr.  J.  W.  McGregor,  who  transferred 
his  business  to  Dr.  F.  A.  Burroughs  and  went  to  Colorado,  where  he  died. 
Drs.  W.  J.  McCray  and  Dr.  Spearman  were  in  practice  at  Hawkeye  for  a  time, 
but  all  of  these  have  removed  from  the  town  and  county.  Dr.  T.  N.  Walsh  is 
the  only  physician  in  Hawkeye  at  present. 

Owing  to  the  laxity  of  restrictive  laws  in  early  days,  there  were  a  num¬ 
ber  of  doctors  practicing,  within  limited  spheres  in  the  county,  who  had  not 
been  graduated  from  any  medical  schools,  but  simply  “picked  up”  a  superficial 
knowledge  of  a  few  medicinal  herbs,  roots  and  drugs,  and  were  called  to  at¬ 
tend  their  neighbors  in  emergencies.  Some  of  these  were  quite  successful, 
but  undoubtedly  would  have  been  more  so  with  better  qualifications. 

The  present  members  of  the  board  of  United  States  pension  examiners  for 
Fayette  county  are:  J.  W.  McLean,  M.  D.,  of  Fayette;  Hon.  G.  D.  Darnall, 
M.  D.,  of  West  Union,  and  H.  S.  Hadsel,  M.  D.,  of  Elgin. 

THE  FAYETTE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

In  May,  1868,  Doctors  Parker,  Alexander  and  Aldrich,  of  Fayette,  and 
Doctors  Armstrong  and  Robinson,  of  West  Union,  were  called  to  Wadena  to 
confer  over  the  fate  of  a  man  who  had  accidentally  shot  himself.  The  acci¬ 
dent  occurred  while  the  old  man  was  standing  leaning  his  arm  over  the  muzzle 
of  his  gun.  The  event  created  considerable  excitement  in  the  little  hamlet, 
and  the  presence  of  five  physicians  in  the  village  was  an  event  never  before 
witnessed  by  the  people  there.  Amputation  at  the  shoulder  joint  was  found 
to  be  necessary,  and  it  was  successfully  performed  by  this  quintette  of  recently 
returned  army  surgeons. 
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In  discussing  the  matter  around  the  dinner  table,  the  question  of  organ¬ 
izing  a  county  medical  society  was  brought  up,  and  as  these  were  then  the  most 
influential  physicians  in  the  county,  if  not,  indeed,  about  the  only  ones,  their 
decision  in  the  premises  was  final.  They  appointed  a  committee,  consisting 
of  Doctors  Robinson  and  Parker,  to  prepare  a  code  of  by-laws  and  constitution 
and  to  issue  a  call  to  the  physicians  who  would  be  interested  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion,  whether  practicing  in  Fayette  county  or  in  the  adjoining  counties. 

Responding  to  this  call,  the  meeting  for  final  organization  was  held  at 
West  Union,  December  28,  1868,  and  Doctor  Robinson  Was  elected  president 
pro  tem.  The  permanent  organization  was  effected  in  May,  1869,  the  officers 
elected  at  that  time,  being:  President,  Dr.  C.  C.  Parker;  vice-president,  Dr. 
S.  E.  Robinson;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Dr.  E.  R.  Zeigler;  corresponding 
secretary,  Dr.  James  Barr;  censors,  Drs.  D.  Alexander  and  W.  A.  Chase. 

The  society  has  had  an  existence  for  more  than  forty  years,  and  it  is  need¬ 
less  to  add  that  its  proceedings  and  deliberations  have  been  of  great  benefit 
to  those  who  participated  in  the  discussions  of  live  subjects  pertaining  to  the 
profession. 

The  officers  for  the  year  1910  are  as  follows :  President,  Dr.  W.  H.  Fox, 
of  Waucoma;  vice-president,  Dr.  P.  E.  Hanes,  of  Maynard;  secretary-treas¬ 
urer,  Dr.  T.  N.  Walsh,  of  Hawkeye.  Meetings  of  the  society  are  held  at 
different  places  throughout  the  county,  but  usually  at  the  county  seat. 

Following  is  a  list  of  names  and  postoffice  addresses  of  all  physicians 
practicing  in  Fayette  county  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1910: 

Ainsworth,  E.  A.,  West  Union,  regular,  graduated  1874. 

Ayer,  O.  O.,  Arlington,  regular,  graduated  1875. 

Baker,  M.  Y.,  Fayette,  homeopathic,  graduated  1879. 

Baker,  Frank  L.,  Fayette,  homeopathic,  graduated  1904. 

Baker,  Richard  C.,  Oelwein,  homeopathic,  graduated  1888. 

Becker,  Fred,  Sr.,  Clermont,  homeopathic,  graduated  1875. 

Becker,  Fred,  Jr.,  Clermont,  homeopathic,  graduated  1902. 

Berry,  Richard  P.,  Clermont,  regular,  graduated  1890. 

Bower,  C.  E.,  Arlington,  homeopathic,  graduated  1902. 

Brown,  Gates  M.,  Arlington,  regular,  graduated  1902. 

Cole,  J.  F.,  Oelwein,  regular,  graduated  1887. 

Conrad,  A.  E.,  Maynard,  regular,  graduated  1895. 

Convery,  Patrick  O.,  Oelwein,  regular,  graduated  1896. 

Cooney,  C.  J.,  Oelwein,  regular,  graduated  1895. 

Cranston,  William  Bruce,  Hawkeye,  eclectic,  graduated  1904. 

Darnall,  G.  D.,  West  Union,  regular,  graduated  1872. 
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Dodd,  O.  B.,  Waucoma,  regular. 

Feige,  E.  W.,  West  Union,  homeopathic,  graduated  in  1895. 
Fordyce,  W.  E.,  Oelwein,  regular,  graduated  1900. 
Fothergill,  Charles  O.,  Elgin,  eclectic,  graduated  1890. 

Fox,  W.  H.,  Waucoma,  regular,  graduated  1905. 

Hadsell,  FI.  S.,  Elgin,  regular,  graduated  1882. 

Hanes,  P.  E.,  Maynard,  regular,  graduated  1900. 

Harrington,  J.  F.,  Wadena,  regular,  graduated  1895. 
Kennedy,  Elizabeth  Smith,  Oelwein,  regular,  graduated  1901. 
King,  Thomas  A.,  West  Union,  regular,  graduated  1905. 
Krider,  E.  E.,  Oelwein,  regular,  graduated  1905. 

Leehey,  F.  P.,  Oelwein,  regular,  graduated  1902. 

McLean,  J.  W.,  Fayette,  regular,  graduated  1869. 

McLean,  Ray  A.,  Fayette,  regular,  graduated  1906. 

O’Connor,  J.  B.,  Oelwein,  regular,  graduated  1896. 

Parker,  J.  D.,  Fayette,  graduated  1892. 

Parsons,  C.  D.,  Oelwein,  homeopathic,  graduated  1908. 
Pattison,  D.  L.,  Oelwein,  regular,  graduated  189/. 

Pattison,  John  F.,  Oelwein,  regular,  graduated  1900. 
Robinson,' W.  E.,  Oelwein,  regular,  graduated  1893. 

Smittle,  Jacob  M.,  Waucoma,  regular,  graduated  1897. 
Sparks,  F.  R.,  Westgate,  regular,  graduated  1904. 

Stuart,  A.  B.,  West  Union,  regular,  graduated  1904. 
Tregloan,  Charles  B.,  Wadena,  regular,  graduated  1892. 
Walsh,  Thomas  N.,  Hawkeye,  regular,  graduated  1892. 
Ward,  D.  W.,  Oelwein,  regular,  graduated  1906. 

Will,  P.  S.,  Elgin,  regular,  graduated  1902. 

Williamson,  C.  H.,  West  Union,  regular,  graduated  1903. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


OFFICIAL  HONORS,  INCLUDING  A  ROSTER  OF  COUNTY  OFFICERS. 

The  political  parties  seeking  the  suffrages  of  the  people  when  Fayette 
county  was  organized  were  the  Whigs  and  Democrats.  At  the  first  elections 
it  has  been  shown  that  these  parties  were  closely  matched,  and  that'  a  nomina¬ 
tion  by  either  party  was  not  always  equivalent  to  an  election.  The  Republican 
party  was  organized  in  1856  and  carried  with  it  a  large  proportion  of  the 
Whigs,  though  some  of  them  allied  themselves  with  the  Democrats.  Until 
the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war  the  county  was  considered  about  equally  divided, 
politically,  but  during  and  for  a  number  of  years  following  the  war  the  Repub¬ 
licans  were  largely  in  the  majority.  But  party  lines  have  never  been  closely 
drawn  in  the  vote  for  local  offices.  It  has  frequently  occurred  that  men  from 
both  tickets  have  been  elected  to  county  offices. 

The  Greenback  party  came  into  existence  in  the  seventies,  and  for  a  few 
years  were  quite  strong  in  this  county,  they  and  the  Democrats  carrying  the 
county  in  1878  and  electing  all  the  county  officers  on  the  fusion  ticket.  The 
Grange  movement  also  had  its  effect  in  the  politics  of  the  state,  and  is  entitled 
to  the  honor  of  initiating  some  wholesome  laws  on  the  statute  books  which 
succeeding  years  of  Republican  rule  have  not  obliterated. 

The  prohibition  amendment  to  the  state  constitution,  though  declared 
invalid  by  the  supreme  court  a  year  after  its  passage,  had  the  effect  of  turning 
the  reins  of  state  government  over  to  the  Democratic  party  in  1889,  and  re¬ 
taining  control  for  the  succeeding  four  years.  This  amendment  was  voted 
upon  at  a  non-partisan  special  election,  June  27,  1882,  and  carried  by  a  major¬ 
ity  of  nearly  forty  thousand  votes.  A  majority  of  the  members  of  the  supreme 
court  decided  that  the  bill  as  passed  did  not  become  a  part  of  the  state 
constitution,  yet  without  any  restrictive  measures  being  introduced  to  prevent 
its  enforcement,  a  considerable  turmoil  was  precipitated  over  the  temperance 
question.  This  has  dominated  state  politics  to  a  large  degree  for  many  years. 
The  Legislature  has  tried  to  relieve  the  strain,  but  with  only  partial  success. 
It  is  not  within  the  province  of  a  work  of  this  character  to  discuss  this  mat¬ 
ter  at  length,  or  to  take  sides  on  controverted  questions,  hence  the  reader  is 
left  to  draw  his  own  conclusions. 

In  the  distribution  of  public  offices  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  Fayette 
county  has  not  been  overburdened  with  state  and  national  offices,  when  the 
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ability  and  high  character  of  her  prominent  politicians  are  considered.  We 
have  never  had  but  one  state  officer,  if  we  except  a  few  minor  appointments. 
Hon.  William  Larrabee,  Sr.,  after  serving  nine  consecutive  sessions  in  the 
State  Senate,  was  elected  to  the  office  of  governor,  November  3,  1885,  and 
served  four  years. 

CONGRESSMEN. 

Representatives  in  Congress  from  this  county  (fourth  congressional  dis¬ 
trict)  have  been  as  follows:  Hon.  L.  L.  Ainsworth.  1875  to  1877,  anti-mono¬ 
poly  Democrat;  Hon.  William  E.  Fuller,  1885  to  1889,  Republican;  Hon.  W. 
H.  Butler,  1891  to  1893,  Democrat.  Hon.  Gilbert  N.  Haugen,  of  North- 
wood,  Worth  county,  Republican,  has  been  the  representative  in  Congress  from 
the  fourth  district  continuously  since  1899. 

The  following  lists  of  names  represent  the  legislative  and  county  officers 
from  the  organization  of  the  county  to  the  present  time,  as  nearly  correct  as 
a  careful  examination  of  the  records  justifies: 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

In  1850,  when  Fayette  county  was  organized,  it  was,  as  a  legislative  dis¬ 
trict,  combined  with  other  counties.  In  1850-51  it  was  represented  in  the 
Senate  by  John  G.  Shields  and  Warner  Fewis,  of  Dubuque,  and  in  the -House 
by  Eliphalet  Price,  of  Clayton  county.  In  1852  it  was  part  of  the  territory 
represented  in  the  Senate  by  John  G.  Shields,  Warner  Lewis  and  Maturin  L. 
Fisher,  and  in  the  House  by  Edwin  Montgomery  and  John  Garber.  In  1854-5 
it  was  one  of  fifteen  counties  represented  in  the  Senate  by  William  W.  Hamil¬ 
ton,  Maturin  L.  Fisher,  and  John  G.  Shields,  and  was  one  of  the  twelve 
counties  represented  in  the  House  by  Jacob  W.  Rogers,  of  West  Union.  The 
following  are  the  members  of  the  Legislature  for  Fayette  county : 

Senate— Aaron  Brown,  1856-57,  1858-59,  two  terms;  Lucien  L.  Ains¬ 
worth,  1860-63,  two  terms;  Harvey  S.  Brunson,  1864-65  ;  William  B.  Dakin, 
1866-67;  William  Larrabee,  1868-86  (forty-third  district);  W.  C.  Earle 
(fortieth  district),  1886-8;  L.  B.  Mattoon,  1888-96;  James  H.  Trewin,  1896- 
1904;  A.  C.  Wilson,  1904-8;  Henry  L.  Adams,  1909— present  incumbent. 

House— Edwin  Montgomery,  1852-53;  Jacob  W.  Rogers,  1854-55;  Rob¬ 
ert  A.  Richardson,  1856-59;  Leander  C.  Noble,  1860-61 ;  W.  B.  Lakin,  1862- 
63;  Levi  Fuller,  1862-63;  Phineas  F.  Sturgis,  1864-65;  Alonzo  Abernathy, 
1866-67;  D.  G.  Goodrich,  1866-67;  Aaron  Brown,  1868-71;  Curtis  R.  Bent, 
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1868-69;  Joseph  Hobson,  1870-71;  L.  L.  Ainsworth,  1872-73;  William  R. 
Morley,  1874-75;  William  E.  Fuller,  1876-77;  Henry  Rickel,  1878-80;  Dr. 
Abner  Lewis,  1880-82;  William  Taylor,  1882-84;  Ed.  Rice,  1884-6;  (sixty- 
third  district)  J.  K.  Montgomery,  1886-8;  (seventy-first  district)  Dr.  G.  D. 
Darnall,  1888-90;  Andrew  Addie,  1890-4;  Dr.  I.  Pattison,  1894-6; 
John  A.  Thompson,  1896-8;  Christian  Miller,  1898-1902;  William  Larrabee, 
Jr.,  1902-4;  John  D.  Shaffer,  1904;  William  Larrabee,  Jr.,  1909 — pres¬ 
ent  incumbent. 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS  AND  SCHOOL  FUND  COMMISSIONER. 

It  would  seem  that  these  were  “experimental”  offices,  in  that  there  was 
never  but  one  set  of  incumbents  elected.  The  office  of  county  commissioner 
was  abolished  in  1851,  and  that  of  school  fund  commissioner  in  1858. 

William  Wells,  Jared  Taylor  and  Charles  Sawyer  were  the  first  and  only 
county  commissioners.  They  were  elected  in  1850,  with  Charles  M.  Jones  as 
their  clerk.  Their  term  expired  with  the  abolition  of  the  office  in  1851. 

School  Fund  Commissioner  Joseph  W.  Foster  was  elected  in  1850, 
and  served  until  1858,  when  the  office  of  superintendent  of  schools  was  cre¬ 
ated,  and  the  duties  of  this  office  were  divided  between  the  superintendent  of 
schools  and  other  officers,  and  the  office  of  school  fund  commissioner  was 
abolished.  (For  a  more  complete  history  of  these  offices,  see  chapter  on 
County  Organization.) 


COUNTY  JUDGES. 

The  office  of  county  judge  was  created  with  the  organization  of  the 
county,  and  abolished  in  i860,  the  office  of  county  supervisor  being  then 
established,  and  the  duties  of  county  judge  were  merged  into  those  of  the 
newly  created  office. 

The  names  of  the  county  judges  follow:  Thomas  Woodle,  1851,  died 
in  office  May  12,  1854;  M.  V.  Burdick,  acting,  May  to  August,  1854;  Ga¬ 
briel  Long,  1854,  ceased  to  act  April,  1855;  C.  A.  Newcomb,  April  1855-7; 
Jacob  W.  Rogers,  1857,  resigned  January,  1861  (confined  to  probate  powers 
when  the  county  board  of  supervisors  was  created)  ;  H.  N.  Hawkins,  1861-6; 
John  Ecker,  1866-7;  H.  N.  Hawkins,  1868,  resigned  January  8,  1869  ;  Jason 
L.  Paine,  January  to  October,  1869;  Hiram  Hoagland,  1869,  the  last  county 
judge  and  the  first  county  auditor. 
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COUNTY  SUPERVISORS. 

In  i860  the  county  judge  system  of  county  government  was  abolished, 
and  a  board  consisting  of  one  supervisor  from  each  civil  township  was 
constituted.  One-half  of  the  first  board  served  one  year,  and  the  other  half 
two  years,  after  which  ten  members  were  elected  annually. 

For  1861,  Samuel  Crawford,  chairman;  H.  W.  Earll,  Matthew  Arm¬ 
strong,  Charles  Sawyer,  H.  B.  Hoyt,  George  Burnside,  C.  D.  Shambaugh, 
H.  W.  Zimmerman,  J.  B.  Kingsbury,  William  Morras,  Henry  Gibson,  O.  C. 
Kent,  J.  B.  Stephenson,  J.  L.  Bruce,  Ira  Burbank,  S.  C.  Crosby.  E.  DeMott, 
C.  A.  Newcomb  (resigned,  L.  Fuller  appointed  to  fill  vacancy),  Clark  New¬ 
comb,  William  Holliday. 

For  1862,  Thomas  Douglas,  chairman;  Matthew  Armstrong,  George 
Burnside,  Samuel  Crawford,  E.  DeMott,  William  Holliday,  O.  C.  Kent, 
William  Morras,  C.  D.  Shambaugh,  H.  W.  Zimmerman,  A.  H.  Fox,  H.  W. 
Earll,  H.  B.  Hoyt,  J.  B.  Stephenson,  Ira  Burbank,  William  Blackett,  S.  C. 
Crosby,  J.  B.  Kingsbury,  Thomas  Douglas,  W.  F.  Lackey,  Henry  Gibson. 

For  1863,  Thomas  Douglas,  chairman;  Hiram  Hoagland,  H.  B.  Hoyt, 
J.  B.  Kingsbury,  Henry  Gibson,  W.  F.  Lackey,  Ira  Burbank,  S.  C.  Crosby, 
(resigned,  vacancy  filled  by  E.  R.  Miller),  William  Holliday,  Andrew  Ains¬ 
worth,  H.  S.  Brunson,  Philander  Davis,  Philip  Do:wse,  A.  B.  Dickey,  D.  G. 
Goodrich,  D.  B.  Herriman,  John  W.  Hobson,  Daniel  Perrin,  J.  H.  Ross, 
E.  Z.  Stowe. 

For  1864,  Thomas  Douglas,  chairman;  A.  Ainsworth,  H.  Augir,  F.  H. 
Chapman,  M.  D.  Clark,  P.  Davis,  E.  Elwell,  P.  M.  Freeman,  D.  G.  Good¬ 
rich,  H.  Hoagland,  J.  W.  Hobson,  William  Holliday,  William  C.  Marr, 
James  Mettlin,  D.  Perrin,  J.  H.  Ross,  E.  T.  Stowe,  William  Taylor,  Orson 
Ward,  A.  B.  Dickey. 

For  1865,  Aaron  Brown,  chairman;  H.  Augir,  J.  E.  Budd,  C.  R.  Bent, 
M.  D.  Clark,  William  Colby,  L.  P.  Finch,  P.  M.  Freeman,  D.  B.  Herriman, 
Daniel  Hills,  Hiram  Hoagland,  Asahel  Hancock,  B.  Hough,  Ruel  Parker, 
C.  D.  Shambaugh,  N.  W.  Spears,  E.  Stedman,  J.  W.  Sidman,  William 
Taylor,  Orson  Ward. 

For  18 66,  N.  W.  Spears,  chairman;  Harrison  Augir,  C.  R.  Bent,  J.  E. 
Budd,  T.  J.  Butcher,  William  Colby,  G.  E.  Champlin,  R.  Earle,  L.  P.  Finch, 
A.  J.  Felt,  C.  B.  Gardinier,  D.  B.  Herriman,  B.  Hough,  B.  F.  Little,  H. 
Maynard,  W.  S.  Phillips,  B.  H.  Ropes,  J.  W.  Sidman,  E.  Stedman,  Orson 
Ward. 

For  1867,  N.  W.  Spears,  chairman;  J.  C.  Williams,  J.  W.  Sidman, 
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John  Webb,  G.  A.  Appelman,  B.  H.  Ropes,  L.  P.  Finch,  Adam  Becker, 
Henry  Maynard,  D.  B.  Herriman,  G.  E.  Champlin,  B.  E.  Hough,  T.  J. 
Butcher,  William  S.  Phillips,  Orson  Ward,  C.  B.  Gardinier,  Charles  Hoyt, 
Richard  Earle,  William  Ash,  G.  W.  McCreery. 

For  1868,  N.  W.  Spears,  chairman;  H.  Hoagland,  J.  W.  Sidman,  John 
Webb,  G.  A.  Appelman,  B.  H.  Ropes,  L.  P.  Finch,  A.  Becker,,  D.  B.  Her¬ 
riman,  A.  Spear,  L.  D.  Wellman,  T.  J.  Butcher,  W.  S.  Phillips,  R.  F.  Rogers, 
C.  B.  Gardinier,  Charles  Hoyt,  G.  W.  McCreery,  R.  Earle,  William  Taylor, 
S.  B.  Zeigler. 

For  1869,  N.  W.  Spears,  chairman;  H.  Hoagland,  William  F.  Wade, 
John  Webb,  D.  G.  Goodrich,  B.  H.  Ropes,  L.  P.  Finch,  A.  Becker,  William 
Taylor,  Ed  Elwell,  A.  Spear,  B.  E.  Hough,  T.  J.  Butcher,  F.  Kidder,  Ira 
Utter,  C.  B.  Gardinier,  J.  E.  Budd,  William  Colby,  R.  Earle,  S.  B.  Zeigler. 

For  1870,  N.  W.  Spears,  chairman;  I.  S.  Lame,  W.  T.  Wade,  S.  Craw¬ 
ford.  D.  G.  Goodrich,  B.  H.  Ropes,  E.  H.  Gray,  A.  Becker,  William  Taylor, 
E.  Elwell,  A.  Spear,  B.  E.  Hough,  J.  Patterson,  W.  S.  Phillips,  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  C.  B.  Gardinier,  J.  E.  Budd,  William  Colby,  H.  S.  Brunson, 
C.  R.  Bent. 

The  township  system  was  abolished  April  4,  1870,  and  was  succeeded 
by  a  board  of  three  elected  by  the  county.  The  successive  boards  have  been 
constituted  as  follows : 

For  1871,  H.  S.  Brunson,  chairman;  Alden  Spear,  Edwin  Stedman. 

For  1872,  same. 

For  1873,  H.  S.  Brunson,  chairman;  Edwin  Stedman,  F.  Snedigar. 

For  1874,  H.  S.  Brunson,  chairman;  F.  Snedigar,  Hiram  Hoagland. 

For  1875,  F.  Snedigar,  chairman;  Hiram  Hoagland,  P.  L.  Champlin. 

For  1876,  Hiram  Hoagland,  chairman;  P.  L.  Champlin,  A.  Probasco. 

For  1877,  P-  L-  Champlin,  chairman;  A.  Probasco,  Samuel  Johnson. 

For  1878,  A.  Probasco,  chairman;  Samuel  Johnson,  J.  A.  Stevens. 

For  1879,  J.  A.  Stevens,  chairman;  O.  B.  Dodd,  T.  H.  Whiting. 

For  1880,  J.  A.  Stevens,  chairman;  O.  B.  Dodd,  T.  H.  Whiting. 

For  1881,  T.  H.  Whiting,  chairman;  O.  B.  Dodd,  J.  A.  Stevens. 

For  1882,  J.  A.  Stevens,  chairman  ;  T.  H.  Whiting,  V.  W.  Johnson. 

For  1883,  J.  A.  Stevens,  chairman;  V.  W.  Johnson,  T.  H.  Whiting. 

For  1884,  V.  W.  Johnson,  chairman;  J.  A.  Stevens,  T.  H.  Whiting. 

For  1885,  V.  W.  Johnson,  chairman;  J.  A.  Stevens,  J.  A.  Thompson. 

For  1886,  J.  A.  Thompson,  chairman;  J.  A.  Stevens,  A.  E.  Gunderson. 

For  1887,  J.  A.  Thompson,  chairman;  A.  E.  Gunderson,  John  D.  Dooley. 

For  1888,  A.  E.  Gunderson,  chairman;  J.  A.  Thompson,  John  D.  Dooley. 
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For  1889,  J.  D.  Dooley,  chairman;  J.  A.  Thompson,  W.  L.  Wells. 

For  1890,  J.  D.  Dooley,  chairman;  J.  A.  Thompson,  W.  L.  Wells. 

F01  1891,  W.  L.  Wells,  chairman;  J.  D.  Dooley,  J.  A.  Thompson. 

For  1892,  J.  D.  Dooley,  chairman;  J.  A.  Thompson,  W.  L.  Wells. 

For  1893,  J-  A-  Thompson,  chairman;  W.  L.  Wells,  H.  M.  Wing. 

For  1894,  H.  M.  Wing,  chairman;  J.  M.  Burnside,  J.  D.  Shaffer. 

For  1895,  J.  B.  Burnside,  chairman;  H.  M.  Wing,  J.  D.  Shaffer. 

For  1896,  J.  D.  Shaffer,  chairman;  H.  M.  Wing,  J.  M.  Burnside. 

For  1897,  Iff.  M.  Wing,  chairman;  J.  M.  Burnside,  J.  D.  Shaffer. 

For  1898,  J.  M.  Burnside,  chairman;  J.  D.  Shaffer,  H.  M.  Wing. 

For  1899,  J.  D.  Shaffer,  chairman;  J.  M.  Burnside,  M.  C.  Lawrence. 

For  1900,  M.  C.  Lawrence,  chairman;  J.  M.  Burnside,  J.  W.  Dwyer. 
For  1901,  M.  C.  Lawrence,  chairman;  J.  W.  Dwyer,  C.  H.  Bruihler. 

For  1902,  J.  W.  Dwyer,  chairman;  C.  H.  Bruihler,  J.  K.  Montgomery. 
For  1903,  C.  H.  Bruihler,  chairman;  J.  K.  Montgomery,  W.  H.  Walrath. 
For  1904,  J.  K.  Montgomery,  chairman;  C.  H.  Bruihler,  W.  H.  Wal¬ 
rath. 

For  1905,  W.  H.  Walrath,  chairman;  C.  H.  Bruihler,  J.  W.  Dwyer. 
For  1906,  W.  H.  Walrath,  chairman;  C.  H.  Bruihler,  J.  W.  Dwyer. 

For  1907,  J.  W.  Dwyer,  chairman;  W.  H.  Walrath,  S.  G.  Wayman. 

For  1908,  W.  H.  Walrath,  chairman;  S.  G.  Wayman,  Gus  Gunderson. 
For  1909,  S.  G.  Wayman,  chairman;  Gus  Gunderson,  W.  H.  Walrath. 
For  1910,  Gus  Gunderson,  chairman;  W.  H.  Walrath,  S.  G.  Wayman. 

CLERKS  OF  COURT. 

Jacob  W.  Rogers,  1850-2;  John  Webb,  1852-4;  S.  S.  Seeley,  1854-8; 
Joseph  Hobson,  1858-68;  W.  B.  Lakin,  1869-74;  Benjamin  Morse,  1875-81; 
J.  D.  Neff,  1881-4  (died  in  1884;  July  11,  1884,  H.  M.  Neff  appointed  to 
fill  vacancy);  Homer  M.  Neff,  1885-9;  Z.  D.  Scobey,  1889-91;  R.  R.  Pem- 
ber,  1891-3;  H.  R.  Palmer,  1893-9;  W.  G.  Walrath,  1899-1905;  J.  W. 
Winston,  1905 — present  incumbent. 

For  judges  of  the  district  court,  see  chapter  on  Fayette  County  Lawyers. 

PROSECUTING  ATTORNEYS. 

For  several  years,  beginning  in  1851,  there  was  an  officer  designated  a 
prosecuting  attorney  elected  by  the  county;  this  was  followed  by  prosecuting' 
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attorney  for  the  district,  and  this  in  1886  by  the  present  system.  The  first 
prosecuting  attorney  for  Fayette  county  was  William  McClintock  (1851), 
who  was  succeeded  by  Francis  Skelton  (1852),  M.  V.  Burdick,  C.  A.  New¬ 
comb,  Milo  McGlathery.  These  served  until  the  district  attorney  law  became 
operative.  Milo  McGlathery  was  the  only  district  attorney  elected  from  this 
county  during  the  continuance  of  that  office. 

COUNTY  ATTORNEYS. 

This  office  was  created  by  the  twenty-first  General  Assembly,  the  county 
attorney  to  be  elected  at  the  general  election  in  1886,  and  commence  his  duties 
the  first  Monday  in  January  following.  The  office  has  been  filled  as  follows : 
W.  A.  Hoyt,  1887-9;  D.  W.  Clements,  1889-95;  H.  P.  Hancock,  1895-1901; 
W.  B.  Clements,  1901-1905;  R.  G.  Anderson,  1905-7;  James  Cooney,  1907-9; 
W.  C.  Lewis,  1909 — present  incumbent. 

AUDITORS  OF  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

H.  H.  Hawkins,  county  judge  and  ex-officio  county  auditor  from  January 
1,  1869,  to  January  8,  1869,  when  he  resigned. 

J.  L.  Paign,  appointed  county  judge  and  ex-officio  county  auditor  Jan¬ 
uary  8,  1869.  Served  to  October  12,  1870. 

Hiram  Hoagland  elected  first  county  auditor,  served  from  October  12, 
1870,  to  January  5,  1871,  when  he  resigned. 

Albert  Sutherland,  his  deputy,  appointed  January  5,  1871,  and  was 
twice  elected,  serving  to  January  1,  1876. 

James  H.  Lakin,  from  January  1,  1876,  to  January  1,  1882. 

F.  M.  Spears,  from  January  1,  1882,  to  January  13,  1886.  Resigned 
January  13,  1886. 

James  H.  Lakin,  appointed  January  13,  1886.  Served  to  November  23, 
1886. 

D.  Schoonmaker  served  from  November  23,  1886,  to  December  1,  1890, 
when  he  resigned. 

Ed.  A.  Kreamer,  appointed  December  1,  1890,  and  was  three  times 
elected  to  the  office,  serving  to  January  1,  1897. 

J.  E.  Dempster,  from  January  1,  1897,  to  January  1,  1901. 

J.  L.  Scallan,  from  January  1,  1901,  to  present  time. 
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RECORDERS  AND  TREASURERS. 

Until  1865  but  one  officer  was  elected  to  discharge  the  duties  of  treasurer 
and  recorder,  but  in  that  year  a  new  law  became  operative,  creating  the  office 
of  county  recorder,  and  separating  his  duties  from  those  of  the  county 
treasurer. 

Recorder  and  Treasurer — George  A.  Cook,  1850,  resigned  in  March, 
1853;  H.  C.  Lacy,  March  21,  to  August,  1853;  E.  C.  Byatn,  1853,  resigned 
in  October,  1853;  P.  L.  Hinkley,  October,  1854-7;  Jacob /Conkey,  1857-9; 
F.  G.  Walbridge,  1860-65. 

County  Recorders — E.  H.  Kinyon,  1865-74;  Robert  W.  McFarland, 
3:875-7 ;  R-  W.  McFarland,  1877-9;  John  Hutchison  (contest),  1879-81; 
Frank  Gates,  1881-89;  Henry  J.  Grannis,  1889-91 ;  J.  G.  McMasters,  1891-5; 
C.  F.  Chambers,  1895-1901 ;  W.  M.  Peek,  1901 — present  incumbent. 

Treasurers — H.  B.  Fox,  1865;  James  Stewart,  1866-75;  Frank  Y.  Whit¬ 
more,  1876-82;  E.  R.  Carpenter,  1882-4;  Elisha  R.  Carpenter,  1884-6;  James 
S.  Wright,  1886-8;  J.  S.  Wright,  1888-90;  J.  W.  Guin,  1890-6;  Frank  Camp, 
1896  to  January  6,  1903,  resigned;  O.  C.  Nuss,  appointed  January  6,  1903; 
O.  C.  Nuss,  1904-7;  A.  B.  Blunt,  1907 — present  incumbent. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

S.  W.  Cole,  1858-65;  A.  M.  Felts,  1866-8;  M.  M.  House,  1869-73;  W. 
W.  Quivey,  1874-5;  G.  A.  Matthews,  1876-7;  J.  C.  Burch  served  from  Octo¬ 
ber,  1877,  until  January,  1878,  being  appointed  on  resignation  of  G.  A. 
Matthews;  G.  W.  Fitch,  1878-86;  F.  D.  Merritt,  1886-8;  A.  L.  Colgrove, 
1888-92;  F.  D.  Merritt,  1892-4;  F.  H.  Bloodgood,  1894,  to  September  6, 
1899,  when  he  resigned;  Henry  L.  Adams  was  appointed  September  6,  1899; 
Henry  L.  Adams  elected  in  1900  and  served  to  October  1,  1905,  when  he 
resigned;  R.  H.  Belknap  was  appointed  September  8,  1905,  to  take  office 
October  1,  1895,  and  served  under  this  appointment  until  elected  at  the  suc¬ 
ceeding  general  election,  and  has  been  continued  in  the  office  until  the  present. 

COUNTY  SHERIFFS. 

George  W.  Neff,  1850-52  ;  Henry  C.  Lacy,  1852,  resigned  in  March, 
1853  ;  Hiram  W.  Earll,  1853-5;  Jerome  Boswell,  1855-9;  J.  J.  Welsh,  1860- 
61;' Charles  Sawyer,  1862-3;  James  F.  Babcock,  1864-7;  Jacob  Swank, 
1868-71;  C.  A.  Dorland,  1872-3;  Hiram  B.  Capwell,  1874-5;  J.  J.  Welsh, 
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1876-7;  L.  L.  Farr,  1878-84;  Orric  E.  Taylor,  1884-8;  Henry  O’Neil, 
1888-90;  H.  R.  O’Neil,  1890-6;  A.  L.  Hockings,  1896-1900;  J.  D.  Finch, 
1900-4;  C.  L.  Culver,  1904-9;  Ed.  R.  Clark,  1909,  present  incumbent. 

SURVEYORS. 

Ebenezer  Piper,  1850-1;  M.  V.  Burdick,  1851-2;  Winslow  Stearns, 
1852-4;  Henry  Jones,  1854-8;  F.  S.  Palmer,  1859;  Winslow  Stearns,  1862-3; 
Luke  Camp,  1864;  Winslow  Stearns,  1864;  E.  D.  Garley,  1864-7;  H.  J. 
Ingersoll,  1868-70;  Charles  Hoyt,  1871-5;  F.  S.  Palmer,  1876-7;  Charles 
Hoyt,  1878-80;  F.  S.  Palmer,  January  1,  1880,  to  September  6,  1880,  re¬ 
signed,  and  Charles  Hoyt  appointed  September  6,  1880;  P.  S.  Brown,  ap¬ 
pointed  November  2,  1880,  to  fill  vacancy;  P.  S.  Brown,  1881-2;  Charles 
Hoyt,  1882,  failed  to  qualify;  Frank  McClintock  appointed  January  17,  1882, 
and  resigned  January  2,  1883  (no  appointment)  ;  B.  F.  Little,  1884-6;  Charles 
Hoyt,  1886-1887,  died;  B.  F.  Little  appointed  September  6,  1887,  and  elected 
to  fill  vacancy  November  14,  1887;  J.  W.  Dickman,  1888-90;  B.  F.  Little, 
1890-4;  H.  M.  Neff,  1894-6;  W.  A.  Montgomery,  1896-8;  J.  R.  Gardner, 
1898-1900;  J.  R.  Gardner,  elected  1900,  failed  to  qualify;  H.  M.  Neff  appointed 
to  fill  vacancy  November  12,  1900;  H.  M.  Neff,  elected  1902,  died  in  office; 
R.  H.  Belknap  appointed  April  7,  1902;  R.  IT.  Belknap  elected  November 
10,  1902-4;  R.  H.  Belknap,  1904-October  1,  1905,  resigned;  B.  F.  Little 
appointed  November  16,  1905,  and  served  to  November  12,  1906;  B.  F. 
Simonson  elected  November  12,  1906,  present  incumbent. 

COUNTY  CORONER. 

C.  B.  Lake,  1862-6;  S.  E.  Robinson,  1866-70;  Lewis  Armstrong,  1870- 
72;  J.  P.  Marsh,  1872-4;  Lewis  Armstrong,  1874-6;  L.  Armstrong, 
1876-8;  C.  C.  Parker,  elected  October,  1877,  failed  to  qualify;  S.  H. 
Drake,  appointed  January  17,  1878;  L.  Armstrong,  1880-82;  S.  E.  Rob¬ 
inson,  1882-4;  G.  D.  Darnall,  1884-6;  J.  W.  McLean,  1886-8;  J.  W.  McLean, 
1888-90;  I.  Pattison,  1890-2;  William  Jones,  1892-4;  R.  P.  Berry,  1894-6; 
Frank  B.  Dodd,  1896-8;  W.  E.  Robinson,  1898-1900;  R.  C.  Baker,  1900-1902; 
H.  C.  Woods,  1902,  failed  to  qualify;  appointed  April  11,  1902;  J.  F.  Cole, 
November  10,  1902,  present  incumbent. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


WAR  OF  THE  REBELLION - INTRODUCTORY. 

The  mutterings  of  internal  strife,  which  had  engaged  the  attention  of 
statesmen  for  some  years  prior  to  i860,  in  that  year  began  to  take  tangible 
shape,  and  the  people  came  to  realize  that  the  questions  of  state  lights,  slaveiy 
extension,  and  the  secession  of  the  slave-holding  states  portended  national 
disaster.  In  exactly  what  form  the  trouble  should  come,  was  not  lealized, 
even  by  national  leaders,  nor  was  the  enormity  of  the  civil  strife  fully  com¬ 
prehended  until  the  national  defeat  at  Bull’s  Run.  But  the  public  pi  ess  began 
to  take  sides  in  the  controversy,  and  to  educate  the  people  in  the  doctrines 
of  non-coercion  or  war  for  the  union,  according  to  the  views  of  editoi  s  and 
writers.  All  were  not  of  one  mind.  Certain  prominent  dailies  in  the  North 
(and  surviving  at  the  present  day)  were  opponents  of  the  war,  and  to  that 
extent  gave  aid  and  encouragement  to  the  seceding  states.  Such  publications 
were  smuggled  through  the  lines  to  the  Confederate  army,  and  were  there 
welcomed  with  all  the  enthusiasm  aroused  by  the  Richmond  Enquirer !  The 
only  paper  published  in  Fayette  county  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war 
threw  its  influence  very  decidedly  against  the  preservation  of  the  Union, 
obstructed  the  enlistments,  and  discouraged  the  weaklings  in  every  way  pos¬ 
sible.  But  this  was  no  half-way  proposition.  Popular  sentiment  was  keyed 
to  the  highest  pitch,  and  deeds  of  violence  and  bloodshed  often  accompanied 
animated  discussions  of  the  all-absorbing  theme.  The  coming  war  over¬ 
shadowed  everything  else.  In  this  frame  of  mind  the  people  came  down 
to  the  period  of  the  Baltimore  riot  and  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter.  The 
national  treasury  had  been  robbed  by  the  friends  of  secession ;  the  govern¬ 
ment  arsenals  had  been  plundered  and  arms  and  equipments  seized,  with  the 
double  purpose  of  weakening  the  strength  of  their  prospective  opponents 
and  equipping  the  Confederate  army.  Men  highly  schooled  in  the  arts  o+ 
war,  at  government  expense,  turned  their  backs  upon  “Old  Glory”  and  chose 
the  “Stars  and  Bars”  as  their  country’s  emblem.  These  things  fanned  the 
flame  of  patriotism  among  loyal  people  of  the  North,  until  it  burst  into  an 
unquenchable  sea  of  patriotic  fire  and  every  man  was  required  to  declare 
himself.  Secession  sentiments  would  not  be  tolerated,  and  violence  01  ban¬ 
ishment  followed  such  a  declaration. 
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The  news  of  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter  was  followed  in  a  few  days 
by  the  announcement  of  the  President’s  call  for  seventy-five  thousand  men 
for  three  months’  service.  The  isolation  of  this  section  of  Iowa  from  tele¬ 
graph  lines  interfered  with  the  distribution  of  the  startling  news,  and  the 
Eastern  states  superseded  us  in  the  matter  of  hurrying  men  to  the  front,  but 
not  in  the  matter  of  patriotic  response.  The  last  word  had  scarcely  been 
taken  from  the  electric  wires  when  President  Lincoln's  call  was  filled,  and 
many  more  men  than  asked  in  the  first  call  were  offered.  The  purse  of  the 
nation  was  opened,  and  men  and  money  were  tendered  with  unstinted  hand. 
Patriotism  thrilled  and  pulsated  through  every  heart.  Political  party  lines 
were  for  the  time  ignored  and  national  unity  seemed  assured.  The  few 
representatives  of  secession  interests  working  clandestinely  through  the  North 
met  with  a  cool  reception,  even  among  those  who  secretly  espoused  the  cause ; 
but  aggressions  of  this  sort  grew  more  flagrant  as  the  war  progressed  and 
there  appeared  a  possibility  of  Confederate  success. 

But  the  best  blood  of  the  nation — the  young  men  of  that  day — was 
offered  in  defense  of  the  government’s  honor  and  unity,  and  the  farm,  the 
shop,  the  office,  the  pulpit,  the  bar,  the  bench,  the  school  houses  and  the  col¬ 
leges — all  contributed  at  once  and  with  surprising  liberality  to  the  needs  of 
the  common  cause. 

Fayette  county  was  not  behind,  but  rather  in  the  lead  of  other  localities 
so  situated,  and  “war  meetings”  were  called  and  spontaneously  attended  in 
every  town  and  in  most  of  the  school  houses  throughout  the  county.  The  first 
of  these,  of  which  we  have  record,  was  held  at  the  village  of  Eldorado,  a 
little  hamlet  in  Dover  township.  This  meeting  was  held  on  the  23d  of  April, 
1861,  with  Benjamin  Iliff  in  the  chair  and  William  C.  Marr  was  chosen  sec¬ 
retary.  Patriotic  resolutions  were  adopted  sustaining  the  administration; 
commending  the  efforts  then  being  put  forth  for  the  suppression  of  treasona¬ 
ble  acts ;  declaring  it  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  to  stand  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  to  defend  the  American  flag,  wherever  it  waved.  The  raising  of  the 
flag  was  provided  for  by  resolution,  and  the  act  was  declared  to  be  a  “mark 
of  devotion  to  our  country,  and  our  determination  to  stand  by  it  through 
every  emergency.”  The  meeting  adjourned  with  three  cheers  for  the  flag, 
three  for  Major  Anderson,  three  cheers  for  the  administration  and  three  for 
the  Union. 

FIRST  MEETING  FOR  ENLISTMENTS. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  April  24th,  was  held  the  first  meeting  for  the 
enlistment  of  volunteers  in  Fayette  county.  This  was  convened  at  University 
Chapel,  in  Fayette,  with  Leroy  Templeton  as  chairman.  Hon.  W.  B.  Lakin 
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was  the  first  speaker,  and  he  was  followed  by  Professor  Brush  (then  president 
of  the  Upper  Iowa  University),  Rev.  J.  Webb,  Leroy  Templeton,  J.  Mc¬ 
Kenzie,  D.  B.  Henderson  (late  speaker  of  the  United  States  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives),  G.  E.  Dibble,  Rev.  J.  L.  Paine  and  M.  P.  Mills.  With  such 
an  array  of  talent,  it  may  readily  be  inferred  that  this  was  an  inspiring  and 
enthusiastic  meeting. 

When  enlistments  were  called  for,  there  were  eighteen  volunteers  eager 
to  enroll  their  names,  and  each  anxious  to  be  the  first  on  the  list.  It  was 
therefore  decided  that  the  names  should  be  enrolled  in  alphabetical  order, 
against  which  arrangement  there  could  be  no  reasonable  objection.  In  this 
manner  Jacob  Abernathy  became  the  first  volunteer  from  Fayette  county, 
though  there  were  seventeen  others  in  the  same  meeting  equally  entitled  to 
this  honor.  (Col.  Jacob  Abernathy  lost  his  life  in  the  service.)  According 
to  this  alphabetical  arrangement,  he  was  followed  by  Aaron  Brown  (later 
colonel  of  the  regiment),  S.  T.  Betts,  Charles  L.  Clark,  M.  W.  Chapman, 
J.  R.  Davis,  J.  A.  Downing,  J.  J.  Earle,  D.  D.  Finch,  J.  W.  Hawn,  P.  S. 
Hulbert,  E.  H.  Kinyon,  James  H.  Lakin,  H.  D.  Norton,  J.  P.  Patrick,  Jacob 
Swank,  Leroy  Templeton,  Frederick  Whiteley.  It  is  said  that  one  or  two 
names  were  enrolled  for  which  there  was  no1  appearance  aftei  wards. 

The  men  here  enlisted  became  the  nucleus  of  Company  F  of  the  Third 
Iowa  Regiment,  though  all  did  not  join  that  organization.  H.  D.  Norton, 
one  of  the  first  to  enlist,  was  also  the  first  from  Fayette  county  to  surrender 
his  life  in  the  cause  of  the  Union.  He  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Blue  Ad  ills, 
Missouri.  E.  H.  Kinyon,  whose  name  appears  in  the  enlistments  abo\e  le- 
corded,  did  not  enlist  at  the  critical  moment,  but  added  his  name  soon  after¬ 
ward,  as  did  D.  B.  Henderson  and  others  of  the  college  boys,  nearly  all  of 
whom  served  in  the  Third,  Ninth  and  Twelfth  Iowa  regiments. 

When  the  first  Fayette  company  was  called  to  the  front,  the  patriotic 
ladies  of  the  county  made  a  beautiful  flag  which  they  presented  to  the  com¬ 
pany  on  the  Public  Square  at  West  Union,  amid  imposing,  if  solemn,  cere¬ 
monies.  The  presentation  address  was  made  by  Miss  Mellie  Washburn,  of 
the  Upper  Iowa  University.  The  response  was  made  by  Capt.  C.  A.  New¬ 
comb.  Both  addresses  portrayed  the  interest  of  the  speakers  and  of  those 
whom  they  represented,  with  the  feeling'  which  only  such  an  occasion  could 
inspire.  It  was  an  affecting  scene,  participated  in  by  the  fathers,  mothers, 
sisters  and  brothers,  who  had  come  from  every  section  of  the  county  to  bid 
adieu  to  friends  and  relatives,  among  whom  were  only  sons  and  only  brothers. 
Ninety-four  names  were  on  the  list  when  the  company  left  West  Union  in 
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farm  wagons  provided  for  the  occasion,  and  started  for  McGregor,  the  near¬ 
est  point  to  a  public  thoroughfare.  The  departure  was  made  on  Thursday 
morning,  May  29,  1861,  after  attending  religious  services  conducted  by  Rev¬ 
erends  Williams  and  Ricker. 

WAR  MEETING  AT  WEST  UNION. 

On  the  26th  of  April  an  enthusiastic  meeting  was  held  at  the  county 
seat  and  people  poured  into  the  town  from  every  direction,  to  the  beating  of 
drums  and  flying  banners.  Representatives  were  present  from  every  town 
in  the  county,  including  some  localities  already  engaged  in  raising  companies. 
This  was  in  furtherance  of  the  efforts  commenced  at  Fayette  two  days  previ¬ 
ously,  and,  among  other  things,  resulted  in  completing  the  organization  of 
Company  F,  Third  Iowa  Infantry,  whose  departure  is  announced  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  paragraphs.  But  the  meeting  had  also  another  purpose;  and  after 
the  election  of  officers  for  the  organized  company,  received  reports  from  other 
localities,  listened  to  patriotic  speeches  and  music,  proceeded  to  organize  a 
County  Relief  Association,  whose  duties  were  to  look  after  the  financial  needs 
of  the  dependents  soon  to  be  left  by  their  natural  protectors  and  providers. 

This  committee  consisted  of  Doctor  Hart,  Clark  Newcomb,  P.  L.  Hink- 
ley,  Mrs.  James  Bell,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Barnard  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Morley.  C.  A. 
Newcomb  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  committee.  It  may  be  added  here, 
incidentally,  that  this  Relief  Committee,  enlarged,  and  its  work  systematized, 
was  continued  throughout  the  war.  As  supplementary  to  this  general  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  relief  of  soldiers’  families  and  enlistments,  a  committee  of  one 
from  each  township  in  the  county  was  constituted  to  co-operate  with  the 
central  committee  and  was  designated  as  follows :  Auburn  township,  E.  E. 
Edwards;  Banks  township,  O.  T.  Fox;  Center  township,  L.  Templeton; 
Clermont  township,  E,  Button ;  Dover  township,  Thomas  Kinkaid ;  Eden 
township,  J.  N.  House;  Fairfield  township,  M.  C.  Sperry;  Fremont  town¬ 
ship,  H.  W.  Zimmerman;  Harlan  township,  Harvey  Sessions;  Illyria  town¬ 
ship,  R.  A.  Richardson;  Jefferson  township,  Thomas  C.  Barclay;  Oran  town¬ 
ship,  J.  T.  Babcock;  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Benjamin  Dimond;  Putnam 
township,  William  J.  Rowland;  Richfield  (now  Bethel  township),  E.  Ober; 
Scott  township,  J.  C.  Crosby ;  Smithfield  township,  Lyman  E.  Mitchell ;  Wind¬ 
sor  township,  William  Holliday;  West  Union  township,  Charles  Chadwick; 
Westfield  township,  H.  D.  Gray. 

Nearly  all  of  the  able-bodied  men  included  in  the  foregoing  list  went  into 
the  army  at  later  periods,  and  their  places  were  supplied  on  this  committee 
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by  other  appointments.  Additions  were  made  to  the  central  committee  at 
this  time,  and  the  following  names  were  added:  L.  C.  Noble,  Mrs.  B.  H. 
Hinkley,  H.  B.  Budlong,  Mrs.  H.  D.  Gray,  Hon.  William  Larrabee  and 
Mrs.  Edwin  Stedman,  and  their  duties  were  enlarged  to  cover  solicitations 
in  the  entire  county.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  early  efforts  were  put  forth  to 
provide  for  the  families  of  absent  soldiers. 

Before  the  adjournment  of  this  meeting  some  rousing  speeches  were 
made,  and  Col.  Aaron  Brown  passed  up  an  enlistment  roll  containing  the 
eighteen  names  of  volunteers  at  the  Fayette  meeting  of  two  days  before. 
Joseph  Hobson,  L.  L.  Ainsworth,  William  Larrabee,  Aaron  Brown  and  J.  P. 
Webster  were  constituted  a  committee  to  superintend  the  organization  of  a 
military  company;  an  enlistment  roll  was  prepared,  and  nineteen  names  were 
enrolled  by  the  next  night. 

Meeting  followed  meeting  in  quick  succession,  and  even  the  smaller 
towns  vied  with  each  other  in  the  enthusiasm  displayed  and  in  the  enlistments 
recorded.  Elgin  was  especially  active,  and  soon  organized  a  company,  which 
was  designated  as  the  Elgin  Home  Guards.  Clermont  was  equally  zealous, 
and  these  two  little  towns  of  ante-bellum  days — near  neighbors,  but  with 
very  modest  pretensions — sent  as  many  men  into  the  army,  and  as  valiant 
soldiers,  as  any  other  places  of  like  population  and  circumstances. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  some  of  our  prosperous  towns  of  today 
did  not  have  an  existence  forty-nine  years  ago,  and  that  West  Union  was 
the  nucleus  around  which  seemed  to-  center  all  public  enterprises  and  was  the 
radius  from  which  emanated  nearly  every  project  of  public  interest.  This 
was  necessarily  so  because  of  its  being  the  seat  of  county  government  and 
the  largest  town  in  the  county.  The  people  of  that  town  were  no  more  patri¬ 
otic,  nor  were  they  any  more  zealous  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  soldiers’ 
families  than  those  localities  of  lesser  pretensions,  but  all  worked  together 
in  harmony  for  the  common  good.  And  there  were  no  more  patriotic  and 
self-sacrificing  helpers  than  the  women  of  that  time,  and  the  surviving  sol¬ 
diers  of  today  would,  to  a  man,  utter  a  fervent  “Amen”  to  that  sentiment. 
Not  only  did  the  ladies  care  for  the  loved  ones  left  behind,  but  they  organ¬ 
ized  “working  societies,”  whereat  provisions  were  prepared  with  lavish 
hand  and  sent  to  the  hospitals,  and  even  to  the  regiments  at  the  front,  as 
quiet  reminders  that  the  boys  in  blue  were  remembered  at  home.  Many  of 
the  women  volunteered  as  nurses  in  hospitals,  even  without  the  thought  of 
recompense,  as  appears  more  fully  in  the  chapter  on  State  History. 

Every  company  that  went  into  service  as  a  Fayette  county  organiza- 
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tion  was  presented  by  the  ladies  with  a  flag,  and  in  one  or  two  instances 
those  companies  that  left  prematurely  were  followed  to  McGregor  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  ladies  who  presented  the  flags  as  the  soldiers  were  about  to  em¬ 
bark  on  the  boats. 

soldiers'  bounties. 

Provision  was  made  for  the  payment  of  a  bounty  of  sixty  dollars  to 
each  volunteer  who  should  enlist  under  the  call  for  six  hundred  thousand 
men,  on  or  before  the  23d  of  August,  1862.  The  discrimination  shown  in 
this  action  was  not  received  with  entire  kindness  by  the  earlier  volunteers 
and  became  a  subject  of  much  discussion  subsequent  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
Then  it  was  charged  that  much  “juggling”  with  bounty  claims  was  resorted 
to  by  speculators  at  home,  during  the  absence  of  the  men  at  the  front,  and 
that  the  depreciation  of  county  warrants,  due  to  the  failure  to  provide  for 
them  adequately,  rendered  it  necessary  for  men  in  need  of  money  to  accept 
much  less  than  par  value  for  their  claims  against  the  county. 

It  is  authoritatively  stated  that  one  member  of  the  Relief  Committee 
supplied  with  flour  all  soldiers’  families  applying  to  him  as  such,  with  the 
distinct  understanding  that  it  was  not  to  be  paid  for  until  the  soldier  hus¬ 
band  should  return  from  the  army.  (This,  of  course,  was  at  the  option 
of  the  buyers.) 

It  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  half  a  century 
any  are  living  who  can  give  the  minutiae  of  military  movements,  descrip¬ 
tions  of  battles,  skirmishes,  sieges,  picket  duties  and  the  ordinary  hardships 
of  the  march  with  the  accuracy  and  completeness  of  detail  which  they  once 
could  have  done.  But  the  historian’s  troubles  are  multiplied  when  it  is  found 
that  no  two  persons  agree  in  all  details  pertaining  to  any  particular  event, 
and  yet  all  seem  sure  as  to  the  accuracy  of  occurrences  described,  and  no 
doubt  all  are  honest  and  truthful  in  their  statements,  or  intend  to  be  so. 
But  memory  is  treacherous,  and  even  the  facts  pertaining  to  a  life  and  death 
struggle  occurring  forty-five  years  ago  may  become  perverted  in  the  hurly- 
burly  of  life's  struggles.  The  writer  of  this  article  spent  four  years  at  the 
front,  and  participated  in  thirty-eight  general  engagements,  and  yet,  though 
possessing  a  reasonably  retentive  memory,  it  would  be  an  utter  impossibility 
for  him  to  describe  one  of  these  battles  without  “treading  on  another’s 
toes”  in  doing  so.  The  minutiae  regarding  individual  heroism  and  special 
military  honors,  while  interesting  reading  and  gratifying  to  the  friends  of 
the  ones  so  honored,  has  no  place  in  a  general  history,  but  more  properly  be¬ 
longs  in  the  field  of  biography.  In  the  preparation  of  the  following  records 
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great  pains  have  been  taken  to  give  the  salient  features  with  reference  to 
Fayette  county  soldiers,  with  accuracy  and  completeness.  The  list  of  names, 
and  histories  of  company  and  regimental  organizations,  are  taken,  largely, 
from  the  adjutant-general’s  reports,  supplemented  by  additional  matter  when 
circumstances  seemed  to  demand  fuller  mention.  But  this  leaves  out  of 
the  consideration  the  record  of  the  thousands  of  soldiers  who  enlisted  from 
other  states,  and  who  became  citizens  of  Iowa  following  the  close  of  the  war. 
For  a  record  of  these  we  must  consult  the  reports  of  the  various  states  rep¬ 
resented,  though  the  grand  total  is  given  in  our  census  report  as  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty-four  surviving  soldiers  in  Fayette  county.  Of  these  survivors, 
according  to  the  same  authority,  but  one  hundred  and  forty-five  enlisted 
from  this  county.  Of  the  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  soldiers  living  in 
the  county,  two  hundred  and  one  own  unincumbered  homes,  valued  at  five 
hundred  and  seventeen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars;  and 
forty-five  own  homes  incumbered  to  the  amount  of  forty-four  thousand  five 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars,  or  about  one-fourth  of  the  estimated  value  of 
the  property. 

There  are  but  thirteen  counties  in  the  state  having  a  greater  number 
of  unincumbered  soldiers’  homes  than  Fayette,  while  all  of  these,  save  one, 
have  a  greater  number  of  incumbered  homes.  Comparatively  few  among 
our  soldier  population  are  on  the  list  of  indigents  provided  for  at  public 
expense;  but,  as  shown  in  the  chapter  on  State  History,  some  of  our  sol¬ 
dier  population  receive  aid  through  the  Soldiers  Relief  Commission,  the 
number  of  such  during  the  year  ending  January  1,  1910,  being  thirty-nine. 
Fully  two-thirds  of  the  beneficiaries  under  this  benevolent  provision  are 
soldiers’  widows  and  children. 

We  consider  the  foregoing  a  very  complimentary  showing  for  the  vet¬ 
erans  of  the  Civil  war,  since  many  of  them  returned  with  wounds  and  im¬ 
paired  health,  while  the  average  age  of  all  Would  not  be  far  short  of  seventy 
years. 

About  ten  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  Fayette  county,  according  to 
the  census  of  i860,  which  was  twelve  thousand  and  seventy-three,  entered 
resented,  though  the  grand  total  is  given  in  our  census  report  as  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-six  enlistments;  and  while  some  names  may  be  duplicated 
by  re-enlistments  and  transfers,  it  is  probable  that  the  enlistments  in  organ¬ 
izations  in  other  counties,  or  outside  of  the  state,  will  compensate  foi  this 

discrepancy. 

At  the  joyous  home-coming  of  the  boys  in  1865,  a  royal  banquet  was 
served  to  them  by  the  grateful  citizens  and  the  occasion  was  enlivened  with 
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music  and  stirring  speeches.  The  exercises  were  held  on  the  fair  grounds 
at  West  Union,  and  the  people  of  the  entire  county  attended  this  occasion 
of  general  rejoicing.  They  came  in  wagons,  some  of  which  were  drawn 
by  oxen,  for  the  day  of  carriages  and  automobiles  had  not  reached  the  West 
— but  all  came !  Many  came  with  sorrow  in  their  hearts  for  the  loved  ones 
who  did  not  return,  but  felt  that  a  reunited  and  prospectively  happy  country 
was  a  partial  atonement  for  their  great  losses. 

The  Fayette  County  Reunion  Association  was  organized  in  1881,  and 
an  annual  reunion  has  been  held  since,  at  first,  for  a  few  years,  in  different 
towns  in  the  county,  but  latterly  it  has  been  a  permanent  fixture  at  West 
Union.  Reunions  have  been  held  at  Fayette,  Maynard,  Oelwein,  Arlington 
and  Flawkeye,  and  wherever  the  meetings  of  the  veterans  have  been  held 
the  citizens  have  rendered  every  possible  assistance  in  making  them  a  success. 
For  these  courtesies  the  old  “vets”  are  always  grateful,  though  they  fully 
realize  that  nobody  gets  more  real  enjoyment  out  of  such  occasions  than  they 
do  themselves ! 

But  the  ranks  are  rapidly  thinning,  as  every  one  will  observe  among 
their  own  soldier  acquaintances,  relatives  and  friends.  And  we  are  thank¬ 
ful,  comrades,  for  the  consideration  given  us  in  the  various  avenues  of  life, 
simply  because  we  were  soldiers.  We  hope  we  merit  the  generous  impulses 
which  have  given  us  the  preference  in  many  ways,  and  in  the  liberality  of  the 
government  and  the  state.  In  the  generous  distribution  of  pensions,  few  in¬ 
deed  have  any  cause  for  complaint,  and  these  are  often  induced  by  a  morbid 
desire  to  “get  something  for  nothing!”  The  purpose  of  the  government  is  to 
mete  out  equal  and  exact  justice  to  all,  and  the  isolated  cases  where  men  do 
not  receive  this  consideration  are  such  as  do  not  fall  within  the  sphere  of  exist¬ 
ing  laws.  No  government  in  the  world  has  ever  been  more  liberal  with  its 
defenders  than  the  United  States !  As  the  “saviors  of  our  country,”  com¬ 
rades,  it  is  not  within  the  sphere  of  reason  and  consistency  for  us  to  be  fault¬ 
finding  and  critical,  or  to  unduly  extol  our  achievements,  for  we  did  no  more 
than  the  past  and  present  generations  would  have  done,  or  would  do,  under 
similar  circumstances. 

With  these  introductory  remarks,  we  herewith  submit  the  names  of  all 
soldiers  who  enlisted  in  Fayette  county,  with  a  brief  history  of  the  various 
organizations  in  which  they  served,  and  results  of  such  service.  It  is  not 
claimed  that  this  record  is  absolutely  correct,  for  it  is  impossible  to  make  it 
so  at  this  late  date;  but  the  salient  features  are  here,  and  we  offer  apologies 
to  all  those  whose  history  is  incomplete,  and  assure  them  that  our  best  efforts 
have  been  put  forth  to  produce  an  impartial  and  correct  military  history. 
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THIRD  REGIMENT  INFANTRY. 


The  Third  Regiment  was  raised,  drilled  and  sent  to  the  front  about 
August  1,  1861.  Its  first  engagement  was  at  Blue  Mills,  Missouri,  Septem¬ 
ber  18,  1861.  It  fought  gallantly  at  Shiloh  two  days,  the  second  day  undei 
command  of  Lieutenant  Cusley,  the  regimental  officers  being  off  duty  or 
wounded.  At  Metamora,  October  5,  1862,  the  regiment  suffered  heavily. 
On  its  way  to  join  General  Grant,  before  Vicksburg,  the  Third  was  attacked 
by  guerrillas  and  had  fourteen  men  wounded.  It  participated  m  the  opera¬ 
tions  at  Vicksburg.  On  July  12,  1863,  it  went  into  battle  at  Johnson,  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  with  two  hundred  forty-one  men,  and  lost  one  hundred  fourteen 
killed,  wounded  and  missing.  It  participated  in  the  Meridian  expedition, 
arriving  there  February  3,  1864,  and  next  day  tore  up  fifteen  miles  of  1  ail- 
road.  Near  Atlanta,  it  did  good  service,  July  28th.  Greatly  reduced  m 
numbers,  the  survivors  re-enlisted,  forming  three  companies,  and  consolidated 

with  the  Second  Infantry. 

Company  F  was  organized  in  Fayette  county  and  was  received  into  the 
state  service  May  20,  1861.  It  left  West  Union  May  29th,  numbering  ninety- 
four  men,  and  arrived  at  Keokuk  June  6th.  Was  in  Camp  Kirkwood  at 
Keokuk  until  the  29th,  when  it  embarked  with  the  regiment  for  Hannibal. 
Missouri,  arriving  the  same  evening;  and  during  the  remainder  of  1861,  and 
in  1862,  did  duty  in  Missouri,  Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  participating  in  fom 
engagements,  two  sieges  and  seven  skirmishes,  namely:  Battle  of  Blue  Mills, 
where  the  company  lost  one  killed  and  seventeen  wounded;  battle  of  Shiloh. 
April  6  and  7,  1862,  where  it  lost  four  killed,  ten  wounded  and  one  taken 
prisoner;  battle  of  Metamora,  Tennessee,  October  5,  1862,  where  it  had  one 
man  mortally,  and  six  severely  wounded;  and  the  battle  of  Jackson,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  where  it  lost  eight  wounded  and  three  missing;  the  siege  of  Corinth, 
Mississippi,  during  the  month  of  May,  1862,  and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg, 
Mississippi,  during  the  months  of  May,  June  and  July,  1863,  where  it  lost 
one  man  -  skirmish  at  Hagerwoods,  Missouri,  July  9,  1863;  at  Monroe,  Mis¬ 
souri  July  10  and  11,  1861;  Shelbina,  Missouri,  September  9,  1861;  near 
La  Grange,  Tennessee,  July  15,  1862;  at  Moscow,  Tennessee,  February, 
1862,  where  it  lost  one  man  (taken  prisoner);  en  route  for  Vicksburg  on 
steamer  “Crescent  City,”  near  Greenville,  Mississippi,  May  18,  1863,  when  it 
had  one  man  mortally  wounded  and  two  others  severely.  The  company 
marched  in  all  five  thousand  three  hundred  miles,  the  longest  day  s  march 
being  from  Lagrange  to  Somerville,  Tennessee,  and  back— thirty-four  miles. 
It  accompanied  the  famous  march  of  General  Grant  through  central  Missis- 
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sippi,  and  lost  one  man  (taken  prisoner)  in  Van  Dorn’s  raid  on  Holly  Springs, 
December  30,  1862.  The  company,  after  taking  the  field,  had  fifteen  recruits, 
making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  men,  rank  and  file. 

It  should  be  added  that  in  Colonel  Scott’s  report  of  the  battle  of  Blue 
Mills  Landing,  Missouri,  on  th  17th  of  September,  1861,  especial  mention  was 
made  of  Sergt.  James  H.  Lakin,  of  Company  F,  “who  bore  the  colors  and 
carried  them  through  the  fight  with  all  the  coolness  of  a  veteran.”  I11  this 
battle  Colonel  Scott’s  horse  was  hit  several  times,  and  several  balls  went 
through  his  clothes.  Eight  bullets  went  through  the  flag  in  the  hands  of 
Sergeant  Lakin,  and  another  struck  the  staff. 

[Note. — The  non-veterans  of  this  regiment  were  mustered  out  at  the 
expiration  of  their  term  of  service,  in  June  and  July,  1864.  The  veterans 
and  recruits  were  consolidated  into  the  Third  Veteran  Infantry,  which  was 
consolidated  with  the  Second  Veteran  Infantry.  See  Second  Veteran  Con¬ 
solidated  Infantry,  Second  and  Third.] 

Col.  Aaron  Brown,  commissioned  second  lieutenant  Company  F,  May  2, 
1861;  wounded  Blue  Mills,  September  17,  1861;  promoted  captain  April  8, 
1862;  commissioned  major  October  15,  1862;  promoted  colonel  November 
27,  1862;  wounded  at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  July  12,  1863;  resigned  July  13, 
1864.  Commissary  Sergeant  P.  S.  Hurlburt,  enlisted  as  corporal  May  21, 
1861  ;  promoted  commissary  sergeant  Company  F.  Fife  Major  John  Ecker, 
enlisted  May  20,  1861,  transferred  to  Company  K,  Second  and  Third  Veteran 
Infantry  consolidated. 

COMPANY  A. 


E.  G.  Staples,  enlisted  May  18,  1861 ;  discharged  November  22,  1861. 
disabled. 


company  c. 


Musician  George  W.  Ecker,  enlisted  May  22,  1861 ;  transferred  to  Sec¬ 
ond  and  Third  Veteran  Infantry  consolidated. 


COMPANY  F. 

Capt.  Carman  A.  Newcomb,  commissioned  May  2,  1861 ;  resigned  April 
8,  1862. 

Capt.  Jacob  Swank,  enlisted  as  private  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Blue 
Mills  September  17,  1861,  and  at  Shiloh  April  6,  1862;  promoted  first  ser- 
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geant,  then  first  lieutenant  April  9,  1862 ;  promoted  captain  September  1,  1862 ; 
mustered  out  June  18,  1864. 

First  Lieutenant  Leroy  Templeton,  commissioned  May  2,  1861 ;  resigned 
April  8,  1862. 

First  Lieutenant  James  H.  Lakin,  enlisted  as  sergeant  May  20,  1861 ; 
promoted  second  lieutenant  April  9,  1862;  promoted  first  lieutenant  September 
1,  1862;  mustered  out  June  17,  1864. 

Second  Lieutenant  Jacob  Abernathy,  enlisted  as  first  sergeant  May  20, 
1861;  promoted  second  lieutenant  September  1,  1862;  wounded  and  captured 
July,  1863;  promoted  lieutenant-colonel  Third  Veteran  Infantry;  killed  at 
Atlanta. 

First  Sergeant  S.  D.  Thompson,  enlisted  May  20,  1861. 

Sergt.  David  P.  Campbell,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  discharged  1862,  dis¬ 
abled. 

Sergt.  Darius  F.  Crane,  enlisted  May  20,  1861. 

Sergt.  James  P.  Patrick,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  May  18,  1863; 
transferred  November  29,  1863,  for  promotion  to  second  lieutenant  First 
Regiment  Tennessee  Heavy  Artillery. 

Sergt.  Stephen  E.  Robinson,  enlisted  May  20,  1861  ;  discharged  April 
30,  1862. 

Sergt.  George  S.  Botsford,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  wounded  July  12, 
1863,  at  Jackson,  Mississippi;  transferred  to  Second  Infantry  consolidated. 

Corp.  James  A.  Downing,  enlisted  May  20,  1861. 

Corp.  Collins  H.  Foster,  enlisted  May  20,  1861. 

Corp.  Jos.  Hawn,  enlisted  May  20,  1861.  • 

Corp.  Irem  A.  Sawyer,  enlisted  May  20,  1861. 

Corp.  William  F.  Crawford,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  transferred  to 
gunboat  service,  February  7,  1862. 

Corp.  A.  Longacre,  enlisted  May  20,  1861. 

Corp.  Samuel  J.  Fenton,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  killed  at  battle  of  Shiloh 
April  6,  1862. 

Corp.  Daniel  McCall,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  discharged  February  19, 
1862,  disability. 

Corp.  E.  W.  G.  Follet,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  wounded  July  12,  1863, 
at  Jackson,  Mississippi;  died  of  wounds. 

Corp.  Leonidas  Davis,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  September  17, 
1861,  at  Blue  Mills,  and  discharged  April  1,  1862,  disability. 

Corp.  E.  H.  Kenyon,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  July  12,  1863,  at 
Jackson,  Mississippi. 
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Corp.  George  Botsford,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Jackson. 

Corp.  Isaiah  Woods,  enlisted  May  20,  1861. 

Corp.  Allen  Mulinix,  Jr.,  promoted  corporal  December  7,  1862. 

Fifer  A.  B.  Ecker,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  discharged  May  17,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Wagoner  John  W.  Hawn,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  September 
17,  1861,  at  Blue  Mills;  captured  at  Moscow. 

Antwine,  Joseph,  enlisted  May  20,  1861. 

Arnold,  M.  V.  B.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  discharged  for  disability. 

Arnold,  James,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  discharged  for  disability  October 
23,  1861. 

Babcock,  W.  G.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  discharged  September  5,  1862, 
disability. 

Betts,  Samuel  T.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  discharged  July  16,  1862,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Brooks,  John,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  discharged  February  19,  1862. 

Brown,  David  M.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  killed  April  6,  1862,  at  battle 
of  Shiloh. 

Crowell,  James  M.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  transferred  to  gunboat  service 
February  15,  1862. 

Chapman,  M.  W.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  discharged  February  10,  1863. 

Crow,  C.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  died  February  25,  1862,  at  Mexico, 
Missouri. 

Cox,  William  M.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  April  6,  1862,  at 
Shiloh. 

Cruzan,  John  A.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861. 

Connor,  James,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  and  captured  July  12, 
1863,  at  Jackson,  Mississippi. 

Davis,  James  R.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  discharged  February  16,  1862, 
disability. 

Davis,  W.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  wounded  April  6,  1862,  at  Shiloh; 
discharged  December  17,  1862,  disability. 

Delano,  John  S.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  transferred  to  Second  and  Third 
Veteran  Infantry  consolidated. 

Downs,  F.  S.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  April  6,  1862,  at  Shiloh, 
and  July  12,  1863,  at  Jackson. 

Davis,  A.  D.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Metamora  October  5, 
1862;  discharged  February  18,  1863. 

Earle,  Joseph  J.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  April  6,  1862,  at  Shiloh. 
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Finch,  Duane,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  transferred  to  Second  and  Third 
Veteran  Infantry  consolidated. 

Garrison,  F.  M.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  transferred  to  Second  and  Third 
Veteran  Infantry  consolidated. 

German,  Hiram,  enlisted  May  20,  1861. 

Grant,  Charles,  enlisted  May  20,  1861. 

Grant,  F.  M.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  June  16,  1863,  at  Vicks¬ 
burg1. 

Hartsough,  William  D.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  transferred  to  Second 
and  Third  Veteran  Infantry  consolidated. 

Hendrickson,  A.  J.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  April  6,  1862,  at 
Shiloh. 

Holliday,  Thomas  E.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  discharged  February  19, 
1862.  disability. 

Ishman,  David,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  'wounded  at  Blue  Mills,  Septem¬ 
ber  17,  1861;  discharged  July  3,  1862,  disability. 

Johnson,  H.  B.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  transferred  to  Madison’s  Artil¬ 
lery  August  24,  1861. 

Johnson,  Joseph  N.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Blue  Mills 
September  17,  1861. 

Jones,  Henry,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  April  6,  1862,  at  Shiloh; 
discharged  for  disability  July  30,  1862. 

Lyon,  Charles  A.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Blue  Mills,  Sep¬ 
tember  17,  1861;  discharged  February  16,  1862,  disability. 

McClellan,  Robert,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  died  June  3,  1862,  at  Louis¬ 
ville,  Kentucky. 

Marsh,  William,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  killed  April  6,  1862,  at  battle 
of  Shiloh. 

Mills,  R.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861. 

McCumber,  E.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  April  6,  1862,  at  Shiloh. 

Noble,  Charles,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  discharged  November  23,  1861, 
disability. 

Norton,  H.  D.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  killed  at  battle  of  Blue  Mills 
September  17,  1861. 

Orr,  William,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  wounded  on  steamer  near  Island 
No.  82,  May  18,  1863. 

Payne,  Minor,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  discharged  December  11,  1861, 
disability. 
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Perkins,  George  H.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  missing  at  Jackson,  Missis¬ 
sippi  July  12,  1863. 

Pendelton,  Thomas  H.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  October  5,  1862; 
died  October  10,  1862,  at  Matamora. 

Rogers,  Newell  C.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  died  January  2,  1862,  at  St. 
Louis. 

Romey,  A.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  transferred  to  gunboat  February  15, 
1862. 

Smith,  M.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  discharged  for  disability  August  12, 
1862. 

Staples,  Stephen,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  discharged  February  19,  1862, 
disability. 

Staples,  Robert,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  transferred  to  Second  and  Third 
Veteran  Infantry  consolidated. 

Sawyer,  James  L.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  transferred  to  Second  and 
Third  Veteran  Infantry  consolidated. 

Savage,  Marcus,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  died  at  Corinth,  Mississippi, 
June  26,  1862. 

Stirk,  Cornelius,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  transferred  to  Second  and 
Third  Veteran  Infantry  consolidated. 

Sanders,  Thomas,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Blue  Mills,  Sep¬ 
tember  16,  1861 ;  transferred  to  Second  and  Third  Veteran  Infantry  consoli¬ 
dated. 

Smier,  D.  G.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  died  September  14,  1862,  at  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tennessee. 

Townsend,  George,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  died  October  21,  1861,  at 
Quincy,  Illinois. 

Williams,  M.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  died  January  13,  1862,  at  Wells- 
ville,  Missouri. 

Willard,  Alonzo,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  discharged  October  23,  1861, 
disability. 

Whitely,  F.  M.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  transferred  to  gunboat  February 
15,  1862. 

Washburn,  Charles  E.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  discharged  February  19, 
1861,  disability. 

Winchell,  Charles,  enlisted  May  20,  1861 ;  wounded  September  17,  1861, 
at  Blue  Mills;  discharged  September  4,  1862,  disability. 

Wells,  I.  A.,  enlisted  May  20,  1861;  discharged  October  23,  1861,  dis¬ 
ability. 
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RECRUITS  IN  COMPANY  F. 

Andreas,  R.  R.,  enlisted  December  20,  1861 ;  transferred  to  Second  and 

Third  Veteran  Infantry  consolidated. 

Boswell,  William  H.,  enlisted  April  8,  1862;  transferred  to  Second  and 

Third  Veteran  Infantry  consolidated. 

Bunton,  George,  enlisted  March  29,  1862;  transferred  to  Second  and 

Third  Veteran  Infantry  consolidated. 

Collins,  M.  J.,  enlisted  December  20,  1861. 

CroW,  A.,  enlisted  December  20,  1861  ;  discharged  February  19,  1862, 
disability. 

Conrad,  Frank,  enlisted  March  25,  1862;  wounded  October  5,  1862,  at 

Hatchie  River;  died  January  4,  1863. 

Dooley,  John  D.,  enlisted  September  25,  1861. 

Foster,  David  P.,  enlisted  December  20,  1861. 

Griffith,  Levi  L.,  enlisted  September  25,  1861 ;  died  June  19,  1863,  near 

Vicksburg,  of  wounds  received  June  3,  in  siege. 

Gurdy,  S.  G.,  enlisted  December  20,  1861  ;  transferred  to  Second  and 

Third  Veteran  Infantry  consolidated. 

Iliff,  Jasper  N.,  enlisted  December  20,  1861,  transferred  to  Second  and 

Third  Veteran  Infantry  consolidated. 

Johnson,  John  G.,  enlisted  December  20,  1861 ;  transferred  to  Second 

and  Third  Veteran  Infantry  consolidated. 

Millar,  George  H.,  enlisted  July  27,  1861 ;  died  June  10,  1863,  at  Mem¬ 
phis,  of  wounds  received  at  Greenville,  Mississippi. 

Parrott,  Joseph  D.,  enlisted  April  8,  1862;  wounded  July  12,  1862,  at 
Jackson,  Mississippi;  transferred  to  Second  and  Third  Veteran  Infantry  con¬ 
solidated. 

Watrous,  A.  C.,  enlisted  April  5,  1862;  transferred  to  Second  and  Third 

Veteran  Infantry  consolidated. 

Bent,  Nathan,  enlisted  September  15,  1862. 

Dewey,  Franklin,  enlisted  September  15,  1862. 

Fish,  John,  enlisted  September  10,  1862;  died  February  14,  1863,  at  Mos¬ 
cow,  Tennessee. 


THIRD  VETERAN  INFANTRY. 

Lieut.-Col.  Jacob  Abernathy,  commissioned  July  8,  1864;  killed  m  action 
(while  captain),  near  Atlanta,  Georgia,  July  21,  1864. 
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SECOND  CONSOLIDATED  VETERAN  INFANTRY  (SECOND  AND  THIRD). 

Regiment  was  mustered  out  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  July  12,  1865. 
Lieut.-Col.  George  S.  Botsford,  enlisted  as  sergeant  major  Company  B,  Third 
Infantry;  promoted  captain  Company  B,  Third  Veteran  Infantry;  transferred 
captain  Company  F,  this  regiment,  July  8,  1864;  commissioned  lieutenant-col¬ 
onel  November  8,  1864,  not  mustered,  commission  revoked. 

COMPANY  F. 

Second  Lieutenant  Duane  D.  Finch,  enlisted  private  Company  F,  Third 
Infantry,  May  20,  1861 ;  promoted  sergeant  June  6,  1861 ;  commissioned  sec¬ 
ond  lieutenant  January  21,  1865,  from  sergeant. 

Corp.  William  D.  Hartsough,  from  Company  F,  Third  Infantry;  veteran¬ 
ized  January  1,  1864;  discharged  July  3,  1865. 

Musician  James  D.  Parrott,  from  Company  F,  Third  Infantry;  veteran¬ 
ized  January  1,  1864. 

Andress,  R.  R.,  from  Company  F,  Third  Infantry;  veteranized  January 
4,  1864. 

Boswell,  William  FT.,  from  Company  F,  Third  Infantry. 

Bunton,  George,  from  Company  F,  Third  Infantry. 

Delano,  John  S.,  from  Company  F,  Third  Infantry;  veteranized  January 
4,  1864. 

Ecker,  George  W.,  from  Company  C,  Third  Infantry;  veteranized  Dec¬ 
ember  17,  1863. 

Ecker,  Erastus,  enlisted  February  29,  1864. 

Garrison,  F.  M.,  from  Company  F,  Third  Infantry;  veteranized  January 
4,  1864. 

Gurdy,  S.  G.,  from  Company  F,  Third  Infantry. 

Iliff,  Jasper  N.,  Company  F,  Third  Infantry. 

Johnson,  J.  G.,  from  Company  F,  Third  Infantry;  veteranized  January 
4,  1864. 

Sawyer,  James  D.,  from  Company  F,  Third  Infantry;  veteranized  Janu¬ 
ary  4,  1864. 

Sadders,  Thomas,  from  Company  F,  Third  Infantry;  veteranized  Janu¬ 
ary  4,  1864. 

Staples,  R.  H.,  from  Company  F,  Third  Infantry;  veteranized  December 
17,  1863. 
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Stirk,  Cornelius,  from  Company  F,  Third  Infantry;  veteranized  January 
4,  1864. 

Watrous,  C.  A.,  from  Company  F,  Third  Infantry;  veteranized  January 
4,  1864. 

COMPANY  I. 

Thompson,  Andrew,  enlisted  February  6,  1864. 

COMPANY  K. 

Second  Lieut.  Jno.  Ecker,  enlisted  as  fife  major  Third  Infantry;  promoted 
principal  musician;  commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  this  regiment,  January 
4,  1865. 

NINTH  INFANTRY. 

In  July,  1861,  the  day  after  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Flon.  William 
Vandever  tendered  to  the  secretary  of  war  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  to  be  re¬ 
cruited  in  this  district.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  he  at  once  resigned,  re¬ 
turned  to  Iowa  and  went  energetically  to  work.  1  he  first  company  went  into 
rendezvous  at  Dubuque,  early  in  August,  and  the  regiment  was  raised  and 
mustered  into  service  September  24,  1861.  Company  F,  Capt.  J.  "VV .  Townei, 
was  recruited  in  Fayette  county.  Immediately  after  being  mustered  in,  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  St.  Louis,  where  it  went  into  camp  of  distinction  at 
Benton  Barracks.  In  October  it  was  assigned  to  railroad  guard  duty.  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1862,  the  Ninth  joined  the  Army  of  the  Southwest  at  Rolla,  under 
Brig.-Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  and  was  made  a  portion  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
which  was  placed  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Vandever.  The  army 
marched  in  pursuit  of  the  rebel  General  Price,  and  on  Februaiy  15th  entered 
Springfield ;  but  Price  was  gone,  and  Curtis  pursued.  At  a  skirmish  at  Sugar 
Creek,  near  the  line  between  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  the  Ninth  was  hist  under 
fire,  and  behaved  like  veterans,  charging  and  driving  a  force  three  times  their 
number.  March  4th,  Colonel  Vandever,  with  a  portion  of  his  brigade,  went 
to  Huntsville,  fifteen  miles,  and  while  here  received  dispatches  from  General 
Curtis  that  Price  had  been  heavily  reinforced,  that  forty  thousand  lebels  under 
Van  Dorn  were  advancing  northward,  and  ordering  him  to  rejoin  the  army 
at  Pea  Ridge  at  once.  To  avoid  the  rebel  army,  Colonel  Vandever  marched 
forty-one  miles  on  the  6th,  fording  White  river  and  several  other  streams  on 
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the  way,  arriving  at  headquarters  at  six  P.  M.,  and  participated  in  the  two 
days’  battle  of  Pea  Ridge.  The  brigades  commanded  by  Colonel  Vandever 
and  Colonel  Dodge  stood  the  brunt  of  the  battle.  They  were  handled  with 
remarkable  skill  and  coolness,  and  fought  with  a  valor  never  surpassed  in  the 
war  history  of  the  World.  “The  Fourth  and  Ninth  Iowa,”  said  General 
Curtis,  “won  imperishable  honors.”  In  his  report  of  the  battle,  Colonel 
Vandever  makes  special  mention  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Herron,  Major  Coyle, 
Adjutant  William  Scott,  Captains  Drips  (who  was  killed),  Turner,  Bull,  Car¬ 
penter,  Bevins  (killed),  Washburn,  Moore  and  Cankadden,  and  Lieutenants 
Kelsey,  Riley,  Jones,  Neff,  Tindale,  Rice  (killed),  Baker,  Beebe,  Leverich, 
Crane,  McGee,  McKenzie,  Fellows,  Claffin  and  Inman,  and  Sergeant-Major 
Foster,  of  the  Ninth.  The  regiment  went  into  camp  at  Helena,  Arkansas, 
about  the  middle  of  July,  and  remained  five  months.  December  28th  and 
29th,  the  regiment  was  under  fire  in  the  battle  of  Chickasaw  Bayou.  The 
year  1864  was  brilliantly  commenced  by  the  Ninth  in  the  campaign  of 
Arkansas  Post.  After  destroying  the  works  there,  the  regiment  encamped 
near  Young’s  Point,  Louisiana,  for  many  weary  weeks.  The  regiment  partic¬ 
ipated  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg;  was  a  part  of  Sherman’s  army  in  pursuit  of 
Joe  Johnson;  was  in  the  battle  above  the  clouds  at  Lookout  Mountain.  On 
the  1st  of  May,  1864,  the  regiment  entered  upon  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and 
for  four  months  participated  in  all  the  labors,  battles  and  skirmishes  of  the 
famous  march  through  the  Carolinas,  and  was  a  portion  of  the  Iowa  brigades 
which  captured  Columbia.  The  gallant  Ninth  always  fought  with  bravery 
when  there  was  any  fighting  to  do. 

This  regiment  was  mustered  out  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  July  18,  1865. 
Lieut. -Col.  Alonzo  Abernathy,  enlisted  as  sergeant  in  Company  F,  September 
5,  1861 ;  Wounded  at  Pea  Ridge;  promoted  second  lieutenant  March  11,  1862; 
promoted  first  lieutenant  February  6,  1863;  promoted  captain  July  24,  1864; 
promoted  major  January  1,  1865;  promoted  lieutenant-colonel  June  19,  1865. 

Chaplain  Alanson  Barbour,  enlisted  as  corporal ;  promoted  chaplain  April 
16,  1862;  resigned  February  27,  1863. 

company  c. 

Hobert,  C.  A.,  enlisted  August  13,  1861;  wounded  at  Pea  Ridge,  March 
7,  1862;  re-enlisted  February  15,  1864. 

Platt,  Enoch,  enlisted  August  13,  1861;  wounded  at  Kenesaw  Mountain 
July  2,  1864. 
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COMPANY  D. 

Tate,  Daniel  H.,  enlisted  February  26,  1864. 

COMPANY  E. 

Sergt.  Charles  Herriman,  enlisted  November  4,  1861;  wounded  at  Pea 
Ridge  March  7,  1862;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January  1,  1864. 

Corp.  James  M.  Barnhouse,  enlisted  September  26,  1861;  re-enlisted  as 
veteran  January  1,  1864;  killed  May  27,  1864,  at  Dallas,  Georgia,  in  action. 

Barnes,  H.  M.,  died  at  Young’s  Point,  Louisiana,  March  7,  1862. 

Brooks,  John. 

Cline,  William,  enlisted  September,  1861 ;  died  July  14,  1862,  at  Big 
Creek,  Arkansas. 

Desart,  Wesley. 

Dorland,  James,  re-enlisted  veteran  January  1,  1864;  wounded  May  15, 
1864,  at  Resaca;  killed  March  6,  1865,  at  Cheraw,  North  Carolina,  by  ex¬ 
plosion  of  ammunition. 

Doty,  Thomas. 

Ewing,  Joseph. 

Ford,  George  W.,  wounded  May  22,  1863,  at  Vicksburg;  transferred  to 
invalid  corps  February  15,  1864. 

Fuller,  E. 

Towsler,  C.  EL,  died  November  18,  1863,  at  Memphis. 

McCaffery,  John,  enlisted  September  4,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Pea  Ridge 
March  7,  1862;  discharged  October  22,  1862,  disability. 

Dorland,  George,  enlisted  November  24,  1861. 

Eller,  Daniel,  died  November  22,  1861,  at  Pacific,  Missouri. 

Barnhouse,  H.  M.,  September  27,  1861 ;  transferred  to  Company  F 
October  1,  1861. 

Carpenter,  George  E.,  enlisted  November  19,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
January  1,  1864. 

Corbin,  Levi  M.,  enlisted  December  2,  1861,  re-enlisted  as  veteran  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1864;  killed  July  22,  1864,  at  Atlanta. 

Dorland,  Clement,  enlisted  December  2,  1861;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 

January  1,  1864. 

Dorland,  George,  enlisted  November  24,  1861;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
January  1,  1864;  promoted  to  wagoner. 

Gragg,  Thomas  J.,  enlisted  November  20,  1861 ;  wounded  March  7,  1862, 
at  Pea  Ridge;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January  1,  1864. 
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Howard,  John  L.,  enlisted  November  24,  1861;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
February  28,  1864. 

Hurd,  William  H.,  enlisted  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  February  22, 
1864. 

Cline,  William,  enlisted  February  27,  1864. 

Herriman,  S.  K.,  enlisted  February  22,  1864. 

McAlavey,  William  E.,  enlisted  February  22,  1864. 

Musley,  Charles,  enlisted  February  22,  1864;  died  July  27,  1864,  at  Mari¬ 
etta,  Georgia. 

COMPANY  F. 

Capt.  James  W.  Towner,  commissioned  September  14,  1861;  wounded 
at  Pea  Ridge;  resigned  January  30,  1863. 

Capt.  Edgar  Tisdal,  commissioned  second  lieutenant  September  14,  1861  ; 
promoted  first  lieutenant  March  11,  1862;  promoted  captain  January  31, 
1863  ;  resigned  July  23,  1863. 

Capt.  James  W.  Gwin,  enlisted  as  sergeant  September  5,  1861 ;  wounded 
at  Pea  Ridge;  promoted  first  lieutenant  January  1,  1865;  promoted  captain 
March  31,  1865. 

First  Lieut.  Abner  G.  M.  Neff,  commissioned  September  12,  1861 ; 
wounded  at  Pea  Ridge,  Arkansas,  March  7th,  and  died  of  wounds  March  12, 
1862. 

First  Lieut.  John  Hawthorne,  enlisted  as  sergeant  September  5,  1861; 
promoted  second  lieutenant  February  6,  1863;  commissioned  first  lieutenant 
July  24,  1863,  commission  declined;  mustered  out  December  31,  1864,  term 
expired. 

First  Lieut.  William  B.  Parker,  enlisted  as  sergeant  August  26,  1861 ; 
wounded  at  Pea  Ridge;  promoted  second  lieutenant  July  24,  1863;  promoted 
first  lieutenant  July  24,  1863;  mustered  out  October  26,  1864,  term  expired. 

First  Lieut.  Miles  Holton,  enlisted  as  corporal;  promoted  second  lieu¬ 
tenant  January  3,  1865;  promoted  first  lieutenant  March  31,  1865,  by  com¬ 
mission. 

Sergt.  Daniel  W.  Tyrrell,  enlisted  September  24,  1861. 

Sergt.  Marshall  House,  wounded  at  Pea,  Ridge,  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
January  1,  1864;  discharged  June  6,  1865,  wounded. 

Corp.  S.  M.  Hancock,  died  April  4,  1863,  at  Helena,  Arkansas. 

Corp.  William  R.  Sherman,  enlisted  September  5,  1861 ;  discharged 
May  20,  1862,  disability. 
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Corp.  John  C.  Myers,  discharged  November  6,  1862,  disability. 

Corp.  George  G.  Cook,  enlisted  September  8,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
January  1,  1864;  died  July  20,  1864,  near  Decatur,  Georgia. 

Corp.  A.  C.  Smith,  wounded  March  7,  1862,  at  Pea  Ridge;  re-enlisted  as 
veteran  January  1,  1864,  promoted  sergeant. 

Corp.  A.  C.  Gunsalus,  enlisted  September  8,  1861. 

Corp.  Peter  W.  Oakly,  wounded  March  7,  1862,  at  Pea  Ridge ;  discharged 
August  23,  1862,  Wounds. 

Corp.  James  R.  Curtis,  enlisted  September  3,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
January  1,  1864;  captured  May  27,  1864,  at  Dallas,  Georgia. 

Corp.  John  A.  Lumsden,  enlisted  July  10,  1862;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 

February  18,  1862. 

Corp.  John  Bradley,  enlisted  October  3,  1861 ;  wounded  March  7,  1862, 
at  Pea  Ridge;  died  March  22,  1862,  at  Springfield,  Missouri,  of  wounds. 

Musician  John  C.  Eaton,  enlisted  September  5,  1861 ;  discharged  March 
11,  1862,  disability. 

Wagoner  L.  W.  Watrous,  enlisted  August  28,  1861 ;  discharged  June  8, 
1862,  disability. 

Andrus,  H.  J.,  enlisted  August  27,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January  1, 
1864;  promoted  corporal. 

Avery,  John  T.,  enlisted  September  4>  1861 ;  wounded  March  7*  1862,  at 
Pea  Ridge,  at  Vicksburg,  June  5,  1863,  and  at  Atlanta  August  18,  1864;  re¬ 
enlisted  as  veteran  January  1,  1864;  discharged  March  23,  1865,  wounds. 

Andrus,  William,  enlisted  September  9,  1861 ;  killed  in  battle  at  Pea 

Ridge,  March  7,  1862. 

Barnhouse,  John,  enlisted  August  27,  1861;  discharged  May  13,  1862, 
sickness. 

Brown,  Volney  N.,  enlisted  August  27,  1861;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
January  1,  1864. 

Brown,  J.  H.,  enlisted  September  5,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January 
1,  1864. 

Barlow,  Edwin,  enlisted  August  27,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January 
1,  1864. 

Brewer,  William  W.,  enlisted  September  8,  1861;  wounded  March  7, 
1862,  at  Pea  Ridge. 

Benedict,  David  L.,  enlisted  August  27*  1861  ,  died  Februai \  ~3>  1*^3? 
at  Young’s  Point,  Louisiana. 

Benedict,  M.  R.,  enlisted  September  19,  1861;  wounded  March  7,  1862, 
at  Pea  Ridge. 
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Broadbent,  George,  enlisted  September  8,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
January  i,  1864. 

Crain,  W.  J.,  enlisted  August  27,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January 
1,  1864;  wounded  June  27,  1864,  at  KenesaXv  Mountain;  died  February  29, 
1865,  wounds. 

Carmichael,  William  H.,  enlisted  September  6,  1861 ;  killed  in  battle  of 
Pea  Ridge,  March  7,  1862. 

Coon,  Isaac  H.,  enlisted  August  28,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January 
1,  1864. 

Downs,  David  H.,  enlisted  August  27,  1861;  died  December  24,  1861, 
at  Pacific,  Missouri. 

Dildine,  James,  enlisted  August  27,  1861. 

Eggan,  N.  S.,  enlisted  August  4,  1861 ;  died  May  14,  1863,  at  Milliken’s 
Bend. 

Finch,  Laban,  enlisted  August  27,  1861 ;  died  February  27,  1862,  at  Cross 
Hollow,  Arkansas. 

Franklin,  James  L.,  enlisted  August  27,  1861 ;  died  November  3,  1861, 
at  Pacific,  Missouri. 

Finney,  William  H.,  enlisted  August  27,  1861 ;  killed  in  action  May  22, 
1863,  at  Vicksburg. 

Gale,  Luther  H.,  enlisted  September  8,  1861. 

Gardner,  W.  G.,  enlisted  September  5,  1861;  discharged  February  17, 

1863,  disability. 

Gardner,  A.  J.,  enlisted  September  5,  1861;  died  March  16,  1863,  at 
Young’s  Point,  Louisiana. 

Gardner,  Joseph  J.,  enlisted  September  5,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Pea  Ridge 
March  7,  1862,  at  Vicksburg  May  22,  1863;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January  1, 

1864. 

Gee,  George  W.,  enlisted  September  5,  1861. 

German,  David,  enlisted  September  5,  1861 ;  killed  battle  of  Pea  Ridge, 
March  7,  1862. 

Hall,  E.  G.,  enlisted  September  5,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Cherokee,  Alabama, 
October  29,  1863;  discharged  June  29,  1864,  wounds. 

Hartwell,  F.  G.,  enlisted  September  5,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1864. 

Hill,  George,  enlisted  September  5,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January 
1,  1864;  promoted  corporal,  captured  May  27,  1864,  at  Dallas,  Georgia. 
Harper,  James  L.,  enlisted  September  12,  1861. 
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Harper,  George  W.,  enlisted  September  12,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
January  1,  1864;  wounded  June  28,  1864,  at  Kenesaw  Mountain. 

Hough,  E.  G.,  enlisted  September  3,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Pea  Ridge  March 
7,  1862;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January  1,  1864. 

Hancock,  A.  J.,  enlisted  September  3,  1861 ;  died  April  23,  1862,  at 
Forsyth,  Missouri. 

Hole,  George,  enlisted  August  28,  1861;  wounded  at  Pea  Ridge  March 
7,  1862;  discharged  October  13,  1862,  disability. 

Huntzing,  Joseph  B.,  enlisted  September  4,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Pea  Ridge 
March  7,  1862;  died  December  4,  1862,  at  Helena,  Arkansas. 

Herriman,  C.,  enlisted  September  8,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1864,  wounded. 

Kinsey,  David,  enlisted  September  5,  1861;  died  January  6,  1862,  at  Pa¬ 
cific,  Missouri. 

Keasey,  William  B.,  enlisted  September  5,  1861  ;  died  March  25,  1864, 
at  Benton  Barracks. 

Kearney,  Isaac,  enlisted  September  5,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1864. 

Knight,  John,  enlisted  September  5,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Pea  Ridge  March 
7,  1862;  discharged  for  wounds  August  14,  1862. 

Lackey,  Augustus,  enlisted  September  5,  1861 ;  died  April  22,  1862,  at 
Forsyth,  Missouri. 

Larrabee,  F.  L.,  enlisted  August  5,  1861 ;  died  March  9,  1862,  of  wounds 
received  at  Pea  Ridge. 

Lee,  Martin,  enlisted  September  5,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Pea  Ridge  March  7, 
1862,  discharged  for  wounds  August  27,  1863. 

Lee,  Jasper,  enlisted  December  26,  1863. 

Lee,  Albert,  enlisted  September  5,  1861. 

Larson,  Hans,  enlisted  September  9,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1864;  promoted  corporal;  wounded  March  21,  1865,  at  Bentonville, 
North  Carolina. 

Myers,  G.  W.,  enlisted  September,  1861;  discharged  April  19,  1862,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Munger,  William  H.,  enlisted  September  4,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Pea  Ridge 
March  7,  1862;  discharged  April  5,  1863,  disability. 

Munger,  Charles,  enlisted  September  5,  1861;  wounded  at  Pea  Ridge 

March  7,  1862. 

Mead,  C.  W.,  enlisted  September  5,  1861 ;  died  March  3,  1863,  at  Mem¬ 
phis. 
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McAlavay,  Charles,  enlisted  September  5,  1861 ;  died  November  17,  1862, 
at  St.  Louis. 

Merry,  E.  H.,  enlisted  September  4,  1861;  wounded  March  19,  1863,  at 
Vicksburg;  discharged  July  17,  1863. 

Merry,  Jeremiah,  enlisted  September  4,  1861. 

Millar,  C.  H.,  transferred  to  Company  G  Third  Infantry  by  promotion  to 
captain. 

Nicholas,  George,  enlisted  September  8,  1861 ;  died  February  3,  1863,  at 
Young's  Point,  Louisiana. 

Orth,  John,  enlisted  September  28,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Pea  Ridge  March 
7,  1862,  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January  1,  1864. 

Osgood,  Lew,  enlisted  September  8,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January 
1,  1864. 

O’Brien,  M.,  enlisted  September  4,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Pea  Ridge  March 
7,  1862;  discharged  August  27,  1862,  wounds. 

Pratt,  E.  L.,  enlisted  August  28,  1861 ;  discharged  September  28,  1862, 
disability. 

Penrod,  F.,  enlisted  September  6,  1861 ;  died  at  Vicksburg  July  16,  1863. 

Riley,  Miles,  enlisted  September  8,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January  1, 
1864;  died  April  4,  1864,  at  West  Union. 

Smith,  John,  enlisted  August  28,  1861 ;  died  October  21,  1863,  at  Wind¬ 
sor. 

Searles,  Orlando,  enlisted  September  4,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1864. 

Snyder,  Daniel,  enlisted  September  12,  1861 ;  discharged  July  19,  1862, 
disability. 

Sawyer,  C.  V.,  enlisted  September  19,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  Febru¬ 
ary  8,  1864;  wounded  at  Resaca,  Georgia,  May  15,  1864,  and  at  Jonesboro, 
Georgia,  August  31,  1864. 

Thorpe,  E.  W.,  enlisted  August  28,  1861 ;  discharged  April  24,  1862,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Thompson,  John  B.,  enlisted  September  6,  1861 ;  discharged  February  16, 
1862,  disability. 

Tollifson,  Louis,  enlisted  September  10,  1861;  died  December  4,  1861,  at 
Pacific,  Missouri. 

Webster,  William  B.,  enlisted  September  12,  1861. 

Wilcox,  H.  R.,  enlisted  September  8,  1861 ;  died  May  5,  1862,  at  For¬ 
syth,  Missouri. 
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Walsh,  C.  J.,  enlisted  December  14,  1861;  wounded  March  7,  1862,  at 
Pea  Ridge;  discharged  June  10th,  wounds. 

Hobson,  N.  J.,  enlisted  July  10,  1862;  died  November  8,  1862,  at  Helena, 
Arkansas. 

Barnhouse,  H.  M.,  enlisted  September  17,  1861;  transferred  from  Com¬ 
pany  E;  discharged  May  13,  1862,  disability. 

Andrus,  D.  P.,  enlisted  February  29,  1864;  wounded  May  27,  1864,  at 
Dallas,  Georgia;  discharged  March  10,  1865,  wounds. 

Broadbent,  R.  H.,  enlisted  February  26,  1864. 

Briggs,  Orion,  enlisted  February  29,  1864. 

Barr,  William,  enlisted  February  29,  1864;  wounded  March  27,  1864,  at 
Dallas,  Georgia. 

Bartlett,  John  W.,  enlisted  February  23,  1864;  wounded  September  2, 
1864,  at  Love  joy’s  Station,  Georgia. 

Briggs,  George  S.,  enlisted  February  29,  1864;  discharged  June  26,  1865, 
disability. 

Eaton,  Edwin,  enlisted  February  29,  1864. 

Erickson,  Ed.,  enlisted  February  25,  1864. 

Goeson,  Lars,  enlisted  February  25,  1864. 

Lyon,  H.  P.,  enlisted  February  22,  1864. 

Morley,  William  R.,  enlisted  February  29,  1864. 

Peters,  William  R.,  enlisted  February  29,  1864;  wounded  May  14,  1864, 
at  Resaca,  Georgia. 

Peters,  John  F.,  enlisted  February  29*  1864- 

Peterson,  Thomas,  enlisted  February  27,  1864. 

Richardson,  S.  H.,  enlisted  February  29,  1864. 

Strong,  Frank,  enlisted  February  29,  1864. 

Smith,  John  W.,  enlisted  February  27,  1864. 

Shepheard,  A.  P.,  enlisted  February  29,  1864;  died  July  30,  1864,  at 
Rome,  Georgia. 

Ward,  George  W.,  enlisted  February  22,  1864. 

White,  George  W.,  enlisted  February  22,  1864;  wounded  September  4, 
1864,  at  Jonesboro,  Georgia;  discharged  March  25,  1865,  wounds. 

TWELFTH  INFANTRY. 


The  Twelfth  Regiment  was  recruited  late  in  the  summer  of  1861,  and 
organized  at  Camp  Union,  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States  November  25,  1861,  by  Captain  Washington,  Thirteenth 

United  States  Infantry. 
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The  first  active  service  in  which  the  regiment  was  engaged  was  at  Fort 
Donelson,  where  it  was  assigned  to  Cook’s  brigade,  of  Smith’s  division,  and 
was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  the  13th,  14th  and  15th  of  February,  which  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  capture  of  the  fort  and  its  garrison  on  the  16th,  the  enemy  sur¬ 
rendering  themselves  prisoners  of  war.  During  most  of  the  time,  the  boys 
were  exposed  to  a  cold  rain  and  sleet,  and,  not  being  permitted  to  have  any 
fire,  suffered  very  much. 

At  Shiloh,  the  Twelfth  was  brigaded  with  the  Second,  Seventh  and  Four¬ 
teenth  Iowa  Regiments,  called  the  Iowa  Brigade,  commanded  by  General  Tut¬ 
tle,  Second  Iowa  Infantry,  Gen.  W.  W.  Wallace  commanding  the  division, 
and  were  in  position  near  a  field  beyond  General  Hurlburt’s  headquarters. 
Here  it  remained  in  line  of  battle  from  six  o’clock  A.  M.  until  about  four 
P.  M.,  during  which  time  the  enemy  made  several  bold  charges,  and  was  re¬ 
pulsed  with  great  loss  in  killed  and  wounded. 

The  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  Regiments  being  in  support  of  a  battery, 
were  surrounded,  and  after  several  hours  desperate  fighting,  in  which  three 
or  four  regiments  contended  against  the  whole  rebel  force,  the  Twelfth,  hav¬ 
ing  its  commanding  officer,  Colonel  Woods,  severely  wounded,  with  sixteen 
men  killed,  and  ninety-seven  wounded,  with  all  hopes  of  retreat  or^succor 
cut  off,  was  obliged  to  surrender  at  six  o'clock  P.  M.  ,  Number  of  men  cap¬ 
tured  from  the  regiment,  about  four  hundred. 

The  men  of  the  Eighth,  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  Iowa  Regiments,  who 
were  not  captured,  were  organized  into  a  regiment  called  the  “Union  Bri¬ 
gade,”  of  which  regiment  the  Twelfth  formed  Companies  E  and  K. 

The  Union  Brigade  was  engaged  and  took  a  very  prominent  part  in  the 
battle  of  Corinth,  October  3  and  4,  1862,  the  Twelfth  Iowa  losing  three 
killed  and  twenty-five  wounded  out  of  eighty  men  engaged.  After  pur¬ 
suing  the  enemy  as  far  as  Ripley,  Mississippi,  the  regiment  returned  to  Cor¬ 
inth,  where  it  was  engaged  in  building  fortifications  until  December  18, 
1862,  When  orders  were  received  from  the  war  department  discontinuing  the 
organization  known  as  the  Union  Brigade,  and  ordering  men  of  the  Eighth, 
Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  Iowa  to  proceed  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  to  reorganize 
their  regiments,  the  prisoners  having  been  paroled  October  18,  1862,  and  ex¬ 
changed  November  10,  1862. 

The  detachment  of  the  Twelfth  Iowa  arrived  at  Jackson,  Tennessee, 
where  it  was  found  that  Forrest  had  destroyed  the  railroad  from  Uniontown, 
and  was  threatening  Jackson.  The  detachment  was  at  once  ordered  to  the 
defense  of  the  place,  and  remained  four  days,  when  it  was  ordered  to  open 
the  railroad  to  Columbus,  Kentucky,  which  delayed  the  home-going  until 
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the  4th  of  January.  It  arrived  at  Columbus  on  that  day,  and  was  ordered 
once  more  to  Davenport,  where  it  arrived  on  the  7th  of  January,  1863,  and 
from  there  it  was  ordered,  on  the  27th  of  March,  to  proceed  to  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  there  to  rejoin  the  regiment;  and  as  soon  as  organized  was  ordered 
to  report  to  General  Grant  in  the  field,  near  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  and  served 
during  the  entire  siege,  participating  in  all  the  principal  engagements  until 
the  22d  of  June,  when  it  was  sent  to  Black  River,  to  guard  the  rear  from  an 
attack  by  Johnson.  Vicksburg  was  surrendered  July  4,  1863. 

The  Twelfth  was  engaged  in  the  battle  near  Tupelo,  Mississippi,  on 
the  13th,  14th  and  15th  of  July,  1864,  losing  nine  men  killed,  fifty-four 
wounded,  and  one  missing,  out  of  two  hundred  engaged. 

In  June,  1864,  Companies  A  and  F,  numbering  fifty-five  men,  under 
command  of  Capt.  J.  R.  C.  Hunter,  while  stationed  at  the  mouth  of  White 
River,  Arkansas,  were  attacked  by  six  hundred  rebels  of  Marmaduke’s  com¬ 
mand,  about  daylight  on  the  22d  of  June,  but  taking  refuge  behind  a  slight 
stockade,  they  repulsed  the  enemy,  he  leaving  twenty  killed  and  mortally 
wounded  on  the  field.  The  loss  of  Companies  A  and  F  was  one  killed  and 
four  wounded. 

The  regiment  fought  bravely  in  the  battle  of  Nashville,  and  received 
special  mention  by  brigade  and  division  commanders  for  good  service.  Corp. 
Luther  P.  Kaltenbach,  of  Company  F,  and  Private  A.  J.  Sloan,  of  Company 
H,  each  captured  a  rebel  flag,  for  which  they  were  rewarded  with  medals  by 
the  secretary  of  war. 

The  regiment  marched  in  pursuit  of  Hood,  With  the  army,  to  Clinton, 
on  the  Tennessee  river,  thence  by  steamer  to  Eastport,  Mississippi,  arriving 
there  on  the  7th  of  January,  1865. 

Here  Lieut.-Col.  John  H.  Stibbs  got  a  leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days, 
to  visit  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  the  regiment.  He  remained  in 
Iowa  but  a  short  time,  when  he  went  to  Washington,  and,  through  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  friends,  secured  a  position  on  a  military  commission,  where  he 
remained  until  after  the  war  closed. 

Maj.  Samuel  G.  Knee  assumed  command  of  the  regiment,  and  retained 
it  during  the  remaining  period  of  the  service. 

From  Eastport,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  New  Orleans,  then  em¬ 
barked  with  the  forces  under  General  Canby,  on  the  expedition  against 
Mobile;  it  was  in  the  front  line  during  the  siege  of  Spanish  Fort,  which 
was  the  last  service  rendered  by  the  regiment. 

During  the  service,  the  gallant  Twelfth  was  in  twenty-three  battles,  was 
under  fire  one  hundred  and  twelve  days,  and  had  ninety-five  men  killed  in 
battle. 
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The  regiment  was  mustered  out  at  Memphis  January  20,  1866. 

Surg.  Charles  C.  Parker,  commissioned  October  25,  1861 ;  resigned 
April  19,  1862. 

Asst.  Surg.  James  Barr,  enlisted  as  corporal  September  15,  1861;  pro¬ 
moted  to  hospital  steward,  then  assistant  surgeon  September  15,  1865. 

company  c. 

Captain  William  W.  Warner,  commissioned  October  24,  1861 ;  missing 
at  Shiloh;  wounded  at  Vicksburg,  May  19,  1863;  died  at  Memphis,  Decem¬ 
ber  12,  1863. 

Capt.  William  L.  Henderson,  enlisted  as  private  September  22,  1861; 
promoted  to  first  sergeant;  then  first  lieutenant,  January  23,  1865;  commis¬ 
sioned  captain  November  22,  1865;  mustered  out  as  first  lieutenant. 

First  Lieut.  David  B.  Henderson,  commissioned  October  24,  1861 ; 
wounded  at  Fort  Donelson  and  Corinth;  resigned  February  16,  1863;  bre- 
vetted  lieutenant-colonel. 

First  Lieut.  Henry  J.  Grannis,  enlisted  as  sergeant  September  15,  1861; 
captured  at  Shiloh  April  6,  1862;  commissioned  first  lieutenant  November 
22,  1865;  mustered  out  as  second  sergeant. 

Second  Lieut.  Aaron  M.  Smith,  commissioned  October  24,  1861 ;  re¬ 
signed  June  7,  1862. 

Sergt.  Gilbert  Hazlet,  enlisted  October  2,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh 
April  6,  1862;  discharged  December  8,  1862,  disability. 

Sergt.  Emory  Clark,  enlisted  September  24,  1861  ;  captured  at  Shiloh 
April  6,  1862;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  December  25,  1863;  wounded  and 
captured  at  Tupelo,  Mississippi,  July  14,  1864. 

Sergt.  James  Stewart,  enlisted  October  2,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh 
April  6,  1862;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  December  25,  1863;  wounded  at  Tupelo 
July  14,  1864. 

Corp.  David  Conner,  enlisted  September  24,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
December  25,  1863;  wounded  at  Nashville  December  16,  1864;  died  Jan¬ 
uary  5,  1865,  of  wounds. 

Corp.  Thomas  Henderson,  enlisted  September  24,  1861 ;  killed  in  battle 
at  Shiloh  April  6,  1862. 

. 

Corp.  P.  R.  Ketchum,  enlisted  September  24,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Shiloh 
April  6,  1862;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January  1,  1864. 

Corp.  George  S.  Durno,  enlisted  September  15,  1861;  discharged,  disa¬ 
bility. 
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Corp.  Daniel  B.  Warner,  enlisted  October  13,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh 
April  6,  1862;  died  at  Macon,  Georgia,  September  9,  1862. 

Musician  Sumner  Hartshorn,  enlisted  October  6,  1861;  discharged 
August  19,  1862,  disability. 

Abbott,  E.  J.,  enlisted  October  6,  1861 ;  captured  at  battle  of  Shiloh 
April  6,  1862;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  December  25,  1863. 

Ayres,  James  L.,  enlisted  September  22,  1861;  captured  at  battle  of 
Shiloh  April  6,  1862;  died  at  Macon,  Georgia,  October  3,  1862. 

Adams,  Edward,  enlisted  September  22,  1861;  captured  at  battle  of 
Shiloh  April  6,  1862;  wounded  March  19,  1863,  at  Vicksburg. 

Beck,  Samuel  C.,  enlisted  September  15,  1861;  captured  at  battle  of 
Shiloh  April  6,  1862. 

Blanchard,  S.  S.,  enlisted  September  15,  1861;  discharged  October  4, 
1862,  disability. 

Ballinger,  John  W.,  enlisted  September  15,  1861;  captured  at  Shiloh 
April  6,  1862;  discharged  December  8,  1862. 

Brown,  A.,  enlisted  September  19,  1861;  discharged  June  19,  1862; 
disability. 

Brown,  J.  T.,  enlisted  September  19,  1861 ;  discharged  August  25, 
1862,  disability. 

Bysong,  John  W.,  enlisted  October  6,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh  April 
6,  1862;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  December  25,  1863. 

Baker,  Joseph  D.,  enlisted  October  7,  1861;  promoted  to  corporal  ;  re¬ 
enlisted  as  veteran  December  25,  1863. 

Brown,  George,  enlisted  October  7,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  Decem¬ 
ber  25,  1863. 

Burrows,  George  A.,  enlisted  October  7,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
December  25,  1863;  wounded  at  Nashville  December  16,  1864. 

Bowers,  William  H.,  enlisted  October  7,  1861  ;  captured  at  Shiloh  April 
6,  1862;  discharged  May  6,  1862,  disability. 

Barton,  A.  H.,  enlisted  October  7,  1861 ;  discharged  January  3,  1864. 

Baker,  Miles,  enlisted  October  7,  1861 ;  transferred  to  Invalid  Corps 
November  20,  1863. 

Beadel,  Henry,  enlisted  October  7,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh  April  6, 
1862;  died  at  Macon,  Georgia,  August  10,  1862. 

Comstock,  Erwin,  enlisted  September  15,  1861  ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
December  25,  1863;  captured  at  Shiloh  April  6,  1862;  captured  at  Jackson. 
Mississippi,  July  11,  1863. 
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Chase,  Thomas  H.,  enlisted  September  19,  1861;  died  March  28,  1862, 
at  St.  Louis. 

Clark,  Henry,  enlisted  September  22,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh  April 
6,  1862;  discharged  December  8,  1862. 

Conner,  Felix,  enlisted  September  22,  1861 ;  died  April  7,  1862,  at  St. 
Louis. 

Conner,  Samuel,  enlisted  September  22,  1861;  discharged  April  1, 

1862,  disability. 

Conner,  Daniel,  enlisted  September  22,  1861 ;  died  January  14,  1862, 
at  St.  Louis. 

Card,  Silas  B.,  enlisted  September  22,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  December  25, 

1863. 

Crossman,  Silas,  enlisted  September  19,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  December 
25,  1863. 

Clawson,  Elijah,  enlisted  September  19,  1861 ;  died  January  10,  1862, 
at  St.  Louis. 

Curtis,  H.  C.,  enlisted  September  15,  1861;  captured  at  Shiloh  April 
6,  1862. 

Carmichael,  J.  H.,  enlisted  October  13,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
December  25,  1863. 

Davis,  A.  J.,  enlisted  September  15,  1861;  discharged  August  16,  1862, 
disability. 

Delezene,  John  A.,  enlisted  October  11,  1861;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
December  25,  1863;  wounded  December  15,  1864,  at  Nashville. 

Forbes,  David,  enlisted  September  20,  1861;  discharged  July  31,  1862, 
disability. 

Forbes,  William,  enlisted  September  20,  1861 ;  died  January  2,  1862, 
at  St.  Louis. 

Grannis,  George  W.,  enlisted  September  21,  1861;  captured  at  Shiloh 
April  6,  1862. 

George,  Henry,  enlisted  October  7,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Shiloh  April  6, 
1862;  died  May  2,  1862,  at  Mound  City  Hospital,  Illinois. 

Gifford,  Simeon,  enlisted  October  7,  1861 ;  captured  April  6,  1862,  at 
Shiloh;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  December  25,  1863. 

Hood,  A.  F.,  enlisted  September  22,  1861;  died  January  31,  1862,  at 
St.  Louis. 

Hazlet,  John,  enlisted  October  2,  1861;  discharged  May  19,  1862,  disa¬ 
bility. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


21  I 


Hamlin,  William,  enlisted  October  6,  1861;  captured  at  Shiloh  April 
6,  1862. 

House,  Nathan,  enlisted  October  6,  1861 ;  discharged  April  6,  1862, 
at  Pittsburg,  Tennessee. 

Hill,  John  W.,  enlisted  October  11,  1861;  discharged  July  23,  1862. 

Hendershot,  Thomas,  enlisted  October  14,  1861;  discharged,  date  un¬ 
known. 

Jordon,  William  H.,  enlisted  September  19,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh 
April  6,  1862. 

Jordon,  Isadore,  enlisted  September  19,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh  April 
6,  1862;  Wounded  at  Nashville  December  15,  1864. 

Jaques,  Luther,  enlisted  October  2,  1861 ;  discharged  April  4,  1862. 

Jones,  Henry,  enlisted  October  6,  1861;  died  January  17,  1862,  at  St. 
Louis. 

Kelley,  Artemus,  enlisted  October  6,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Corinth  Octo¬ 
ber  4,  1862;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  December  25,  1863. 

Ketchum,  Amos  R.,  enlisted  September  22,  1861;  captured  at  Shiloh 
April  6,  1862;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  December  25,  1863. 

Kent,  William,  enlisted  September  22,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh  April 
6,  1862  ;  discharged  February  4,  1863,  disability. 

Kent,  John  E.,  enlisted  September  15,  1861;  captured  at  Shiloh  April 
6,  1862. 

King,  William,  enlisted  October  6,  1861;  wounded  at  Shiloh;  re-enlisted 
as  veteran  December  25,  1863. 

Lewis,  Leroy,  enlisted  September  15,  1861;  died  January  3,  1862,  at 
St.  Louis, 

Larson,  Charles,  enlisted  September  22,  1861;  killed  at  battle  of  Shiloh 
April  6,  1862. 

Lyons,  William  A.,  enlisted  September  22,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
December  25,  1863. 

Little,  James,  enlisted  September  22,  1861 ;  discharged  February  9,  1863, 
disability. 

Lott,  Lawrence,  enlisted  September  22,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh  April 
6,  1862;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  December  25,  1863. 

Moine,  F.  W.,  enlisted  September  15,  1861;  wounded  at  Shiloh  April 
6,  1862;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  December  25,  1863. 

Munger,  A.  P.,  enlisted  September  15,  1861;  wounded  at  Shiloh  April 
6,  1862  ;  discharged  October  16,  1862,  wounded. 
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Mattocks,  J.  L.,  enlisted  September  22,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
December  25,  1863. 

McCall,  Daniel  E.,  enlisted  October  6,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
December  25,  1863. 

Pendleton,  Charles,  enlisted  October  11,  1861;  killed  in  battle  of  Shiloh 
April  6,  1862. 

Oitivey,  William  W.,  enlisted  September  24,  1861 ;  discharged  January 
3,  1864. 

Ouivey,  John,  enlisted  September  24,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh  April 
6,  1862;  died  at  Macon,  Georgia,  October  3,  1862. 

Reed,  David  W.,  enlisted  September  15,  1861;  wounded  at  Shiloh  April 
6.  1862. 

Russell,  Granville,  enlisted  October  7,  1861 ;  died  February  17,  1862,  at 
St.  Louis. 

Rogers,  R.  F.,  enlisted  October  6,  1861,  discharged  October  14,  1862. 

Spears,  N.  H.,  enlisted  September  23,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Corinth 
October  4,  1862;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  December  25,  1863. 

Smer,  W.  E.,  September  22,  1861;  captured  at  Shiloh  April  6,  1862; 
died  October  10,  1862,  at  Macon,  Georgia. 

Smith,  Jacob  R.,  enlisted  September  19,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh  April 
6,  1862;  discharged  October  14,  1862,  disability. 

Smith,  Norton  T.,  enlisted  September  22,  1861  ;  captured  at  Shiloh  April 
6,  1862;  killed  in  battle  of  Vicksburg  May  19,  1863. 

Smith,  Henry,  enlisted  October  14,  1861 ;  died  May  3,  1863,  at  Milliken’s 
Bend. 

Sigman,  Charles,  enlisted  September  22,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh  April 
6,  1862;  died  October  27,  1862,  at  Annapolis,  Maryland. 

Stone,  Samuel,  enlisted  October  6,  1861;  captured  at  Shiloh  April  6, 
1862;  died  October  30,  1862,  at  Annapolis,  Maryland. 

Stone,  Daniel,  enlisted  October  6,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Corinth  October  3, 
1862. 

Sykes,  Orvis,  enlisted  October  14,  1861. 

Tatro,  Augustus,  enlisted  September  22,  1861 ;  discharged  December  5, 
1862,  disability. 

Utter,  Albert,  enlisted  October  6,  1861,  captured  at  Shiloh  April  6,  1862; 
re-enlisted  as  veteran  December  25,  1863. 

Verdin,  Isaiah,  enlisted  September  19,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  De¬ 
cember  25,  1863. 
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Woods,  P.  R.,  enlisted  September  15,  1861;  captured  at  Shiloh  April 
6,  1862. 

Williams,  Rodolphus  D.,  enlisted  September  19,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shi¬ 
loh  April  6,  1862;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  December  25,  1863. 

Wallace,  Charles,  enlisted  September  22,  1861 ;  died  July  9,  1863,  on 

hospital  boat. 

Warner,  Walter  B.,  enlisted  September  22,  1861 ;  wounded  February 
15,  1862,  at  Fort  Donelson ;  died  June  21,  1862. 

Wait,  Van  Buren,  enlisted  October  9,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh  April 

6,  1862. 

Comstock,  Frank,  enlisted  February  22,  1864. 

Latimer,  Robert  Z.,  enlisted  February  29,  1864. 

Latimer,  George  H.,  enlisted  February  29,  1864. 

McCall,  John  W.,  enlisted  February  29,  1864;  wounded  July  14,  1864, 
at  Tupelo,  Miss. 

Mattocks,  Ross,  enlisted  March  28,  1864. 

Strong,  John  P.,  enlisted  February  29,  1864. 

Spouls,  John,  enlisted  March  30,  1864. 

COMPANY  E. 

Capt.  Jeremiah  F.  Hutchins,  enlisted  as  corporal  Company  C  October  6, 
1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh  April  6,  1862 ;  promoted  to  sergeant;  then  captain  of 
this  company  June  28,  1865;  mustered  out  as  first  sergeant  Company  C. 

COMPANY  F. 

Sergt.  R.  C.  Eldridge,  enlisted  September  19,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh 

April  6,  1862;  discharged  January  12,  1863,  disability. 

Hasbrouck,  D.  H.,  enlisted  September  19,  1861;  wounded  at  Corinth 

October  12,  1862;  discharged  March  12,  1863,  wounded. 

McGowan,  Thomas,  enlisted  September  27,  1861  ;  captured  at  Shiloh 
April  6,  1862;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  December  25,  1863. 

Mann,  William,  enlisted  November  20,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh  April  6, 

1862;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  December  25,  1863. 

Potter,  James  W.,  enlisted  September  19,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh  April 

6,  1862.  Cl  -1  1  A  -i 

Sparks,  Thomas  H.,  enlisted  November  7,  1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh  April 

6,  1862;  discharged  January  14,  1863,  disability. 
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Weeden,  Robert  L.,  enlisted  September  21, 
April  6,  1862. 


COMPANY  G. 


1861 ;  captured  at  Shiloh 


Second  Lieut.  Ole  C.  Thorson,  enlisted  as  sergeant  October  3,  1861 ;  pro¬ 
moted  second  lieutenant  April  2,  1863;  mustered  out  December  1,  1864. 
Wheeler,  Horace,  enlisted  September  30,  1861. 


COMPANY  K. 

Hayes,  James,  enlisted  November  24,  1861 ;  discharged  April  18,  1862. 

Tomlinson,  Thomas,  enlisted  November  25,  1861 ;  discharged  March  6, 
1862. 

EIGHTEENTH  INFANTRY. 

The  Eighteenth  was  mustered  into  the  service  August  5,  6  and  7,  1862, 
with  eight  hundred  seventy-five  officers  and  men,  and  was  almost  immediately 
ordered  into  Missouri,  to  join  General  Schofield’s  command. 

During  the  following  winter,  it  was  stationed  at  Springfield,  and  bore 
a  conspicuous  part  in  the  battle  at  that  place,  January  7  and  8,  1863.  Com¬ 
pany  H  was  in  this  battle,  in  which  the  town  was  defended  by  a  battalion  of 
Missouri  militia  and  the  Eighteenth  fought  against  an  army  four  thousand 
strong. 

The  regiment  remained  here  for  several  weeks,  doing  camp  and  picket 
duty,  varied  by  a  chase  of  the  rebel  General  Shelby,  into  Arkansas,  thence  to 
Fort  Smith. 

In  the  spring  of  1864  the  regiment  was  attached  to  General  Steele’s  com¬ 
mand,  and  marched  to  Camden. 

On  April  13th,  it  was  in  an  engagement  near  Moscow,  thirty  miles  from 
Camden. 

On  April  17th,  it  received  seven  successive  and  impetuous  charges  from 
superior  numbers,  and  returned  to  Camden  with  a  loss  of  seventy-seven  men. 
The  regiment  was  then  returned  to  Fort  Smith,  and  remained  in  that  vicinity 
until  it  was  mustered  out  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  July  20,  1865. 

COMPANY  H. 

Capt.  Gideon  P.  Stafford,  commissioned  first  lieutenant  August  6,  1862; 
promoted  captain  January  9,  1863;  died  June  5,  1863. 
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Capt.  William  C.  Rowland,  enlisted  as  sergeant  July  7,  1862;  wounded  at 
Springfield,  Missouri,  January  8,  1863  1  promoted  first  lieutenant  June  7,  1863  ; 
promoted  captain  January  30,  1865. 

Second  Lieut.  Cornelius  Phillips,  enlisted  as  corporal  July  5,  1862;  com¬ 
missioned  second  lieutenant  July  31,  1865;  mustered  out  first  sergeant. 

Sergt.  Russell  Malcom,  enlisted  July  7,  1862;  discharged  December  29, 
1862,  disability. 

Corp.  Charles  A.  Lyon,  enlisted  July  5,  1862;  wounded  January  8,  1863, 
at  Springfield,  Missouri. 

Corp.  S.  F.  Norcross,  enlisted  July  5,  1862. 

Corp.  William  Washburn,  enlisted  July  5,  1862. 

Corp.  Lyman  W.  Currier,  enlisted  July  5,  1862. 

Musician  W.  W.  Smith,  enlisted  July  7,  1862. 

Abbott,  Squire,  enlisted  July  7,  1862;  died  November  16,  1862,  at  Spring- 
field,  Missouri. 

Cline,  David  W.,  enlisted  July  21,  1862 ;  died  October  25,  1862,  at  Spring- 
field,  Missouri. 

Davis,  William,  enlisted  July  21,  1862;  died  at  Springfield,  Missouri, 
November  28,  1862. 

Eaton,  H.  R.,  enlisted  July  21,  1862. 

Eaton,  Amos  V.,  enlisted  July  21,  1862. 

Faltinson,  Christian,  enlisted  July  21,  1862;  died  September  12,  1862,  at 
Jefferson  City,  Missouri. 

Fitch,  Martin,  enlisted  July  21,  1862;  discharged  February  3,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Gifford,  Elias,  enlisted  July  21,  1862;  discharged  January  30,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Gaylord,  James,  enlisted  July  18,  1862;  discharged  December  30,  1862, 
disability. 

Halvenstat,  A.  J.,  enlisted  July  7,  1862;  discharged  September  4,  1862, 
disability. 

Jackson,  Robert  D.,  enlisted  July  26,  1862;  wounded  and  captured  at 
Poison  Spring,  Arkansas,  April  18,  1864;  died  April  25,  1864  of  wounds. 

Johnson,  J.  G.,  enlisted  July  18,  1862;  died  February  8,  1863,  at  Spring- 
field,  Missouri. 

Kennedy,  H.  R.,  enlisted  July  7,  1862;  died  November  14,  1862,  at 
Ozark,  Missouri. 

Lynon,  A.  P.,  enlisted  July  7,  1862;  discharged  January  29,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 
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Morse,  C.  S.,  enlisted  July  16,  1862;  discharged  December  29,  1862,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Miller,  D.  T.,  enlisted  July  7,  1862;  wounded  January  8,  1863,  at  Spring- 
field,  Missouri. 

Noble,  C.  V.,  enlisted  July  7,  1862. 

Owens,  Charles,  enlisted  July  7,  1862;  wounded  January  8,  1863,  at 
Springfield,  Missouri. 

Parmerter,  E.,  enlisted  July  10,  1862;  wounded  and  captured  April  18, 
1864,  at  Poison  Spring,  Arkansas. 

Pierce,  W.  N.,  enlisted  July  17,  1862;  discharged  January  28,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Quivey,  D.  T.,  enlisted  July  16,  1862;  died  November  9,  1862,  at  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Arkansas. 

Stafford,  L.  D.,  enlisted  July  7,  1862;  discharged  February  14,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Stafford,  Plarvey,  enlisted  July  7,  1862 ;  died  October  31,  1862,  at  Sedalia, 
Missouri. 

Tiffany,  Otis,  enlisted  July  7,  1862. 

Van  Dorn,  Elenry,  enlisted  July  7,  1862;  captured  April  18,  1864,  at 
Poison  Spring,  Arkansas;  died  while  prisoner  of  war  November  7,  1864,  at 
Hempstead,  Arkansas. 

White,  Amos,  enlisted  April  7,  1862. 

Williams,  John,  enlisted  July  7,  1862;  wounded  April  18,  1864,  at  Poison 
Spring,  Arkansas,  in  action. 

Wing,  Clark  S.,  enlisted  July  7,  1862;  discharged  February  26,  1864,  at 
Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  disability. 

TWENTY-FIRST  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  recruited  and  organized  in  1862.  It  went  into  service 
under  Colonel  Samuel  Merrill  (since  governor),  Fieut.-Col.  C.  Dunlap,  and 
Maj.  S.  G.  Van  Anda,  of  Delaware.  Its  first  engagement  was  at  Hartsville, 
Missouri,  January  11,  1863.  Soon  after,  the  regiment  was  transferred  to 
General  Grant’s  command,  and  drew  the  first  fire  of  the  enemy  at  Port  Gib¬ 
son,  May  1,  1863,  and  had  sixteen  men  wounded  in  the  engagement. 

The  regiment  was  again  engaged  at  Black  River  Bridge,  May  17th,  where 
Colonel  Merrill  was  wounded.  It  suffered  severely  in  this  charge,  losing 
eighty-three  men  in  three  minutes ;  but  captured  a  large  number  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  22nd  of  May,  the  regiment  made  a  brilliant  charge  on  Fort  Beaure- 
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gard,  in  the  rear  of  Vicksburg,  and  captured  it,  but  was  driven  out  in  turn. 
In  this  engagement  Lieut. -Col.  Dunlap  was  shot  in  the  forehead  and  instantly 
killed.  After  the  capture  of  Vicksburg,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  New 
Orleans;  thence  to  Texas,  where  it  passed  the  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1864 
it  was  ordered  to  White  river ;  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  was  sta¬ 
tioned,  successively,  at  St.  Charles,  Duvall's  Bluffs,  mouth  of  the  White  river, 
Memphis,  Wolf  river,  and  New  Orleans. 

On  March  5,  1865,  the  regiment  left  for  Dauphin  island,  and  passing  up 
Mobile  bay,  landed  on  the  peninsula  of  Alabama,  and  was  attached  to  the 
Division  of  the  Gulf,  commanded  by  General  Canby. 

On  March  26,  about  eight  o’clock  A.  M.,  four  companies  were  thrown 
out  as  skirmishers,  who  kept  up  a  continuous  fire  upon  the  retreating  enemy, 
often  aided  by  the  other  companies  of  the  regiment,  for  ten  miles,  when  the 
rebels  made  a  bold  stand ;  and  at  nine  o’clock  P.  M.  the  advance  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  drew  the  fire  of  the  enemy  from  their  earthworks,  having  driven  them 
since  eight  o’clock  that  morning. 

The  rebels  being  driven  into  their  works,  preparations  for  a  siege  com¬ 
menced.  The  regiment  took  active  part  in  the  siege  until  the  30th,  when  it 
was  withdrawn  to  escort  a  supply  train  to  General  Steele.  April  2d,  it  was 
ordered  to  Fort  Blakely.  During  the  operations  against  this  stronghold,  the 
men  entered  the  rifle  pits  at  dark  on  the  evening  of  the  7th,  and  were  under 
the  most  terrible  fire  of  shells  for  two  hours.  After  fighting  in  this  position 
for  thirty-six  hours,  without  rest  or  food,  they  were  ordered  to  the  support 
of  General  Smith  in  a  contemplated  assault  upon  Spanish  Fort,  seven  miles 
away.  The  fort,  the  strongest  on  the  bay,  surrendered,  however,  before  the 
regiment  could  reach  it. 

Soon  after  the  fall  of  Mobile,  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  was  sent  up  the 
Red  river  for  the  purpose  of  paroling  rebel  prisoners.  Having  performed 
this  duty,  it  was  ordered  to  Baton  Rouge,  where  it  was  mustered  out  July  15, 
1865. 

COMPANY  B. 

First  Lieut.  Henry  H.  Howard,  commissioned  second  lieutenant  August 
18,  1862;  promoted  to  first  lieutenant  February  24,  1863;  mortally  wounded 
(while  second  lieutenant)  at  Black  River  Bridge,  Mississippi,  May  17,  and 
died  May  18,  1863. 

Corporal  B.  N.  Talcott,  enlisted  August  11,  1862. 

Musician  Abel  Griffin,  enlisted  August  5,  1862;  died  August  26,  1863,  at 
New  Orleans. 
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Aldrich,  Frank,  enlisted  August  9,  1862. 

Hicks,  James  W.,  enlisted  July  25,  1862. 

McNary,  T.  C.,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  died  September  16,  1862,  at 
Houston,  Missouri. 

McNary,  C.  R.,  enlisted  August  1,  1862;  discharged  March  7,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Parker,  Thomas  L.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  died  August  26,  1863, 
Strawberry  Point. 

Parker,  Edwin  E.,  enlisted  August  1,  1862. 

Potter,  Henry,  enlisted  August  7,  1862. 

Warner,  William  S.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862. 

Wood,  William  O.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862. 

COMPANY  D. 

Brownwell,  George  W.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862. 

Hanchett,  Henry,  enlisted  August  14,  1862. 

Bowley,  Jehiel,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  discharged  September  8,  1863, 
disability. 

Aldrich,  N.,  enlisted  January  18,  1864. 

THIRTY-SEVENTH  INFANTRY - COMPANY  D. 

Underwood,  R.  W.,  enlisted  November  28,  1862 ;  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  H. 


COMPANY  I. 

Lewis,  J.  B.,  enlisted  September  17,  1862;  discharged  December  11,  1863, 
disability. 


COMPANY  K. 

First  Lieut.  Thomas  G.  Daniels,  commissioned  December  15,  1862;  died 
at  Alton,  Blinois,  October  4,  1863. 

Bishop,  Rufus  A.,  enlisted  September  4,  1862;  discharged  May  5,  1863. 
Crossman,  William  B.,  enlisted  September  20,  1862;  discharged  April  11, 
1863,  disability. 
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Finch,  James,  enlisted  September  16,  1862;  discharged  January  27,  1865, 
disability. 

Hobbs,  James  W.,  enlisted  September  21,  1862;  discharged  October  1, 
1864. 

Hatfield,  J.  G.,  enlisted  September  13,  1862;  discharged  March  2,  1863, 
disability. 

Hendershott,  J.,  enlisted  October  15,  1862 ;  discharged  December  5,  1864, 
disability. 

Harold,  William  H.,  enlisted  September  15,  1862. 

Johnson,  Samuel,  enlisted  September  3,  1862. 

Lewis,  Joseph  B.,  enlisted  September  17,  1862. 

McGuire,  P.,  enlisted  September  15,  1862;  discharged  March  17,  1865, 
disability. 

Mason,  I.  A.,  enlisted  October  20,  1862;  discharged  April  11,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Poorman,  Jacob,  enlisted  September  20,  1862;  died  January  29,  1864,  at 
Alton,  Illinois. 

Smith,  E.  D.,  enlisted  October  21,  1862;  discharged  January  26,  1863, 
disability. 

Staples,  A.  B.,  enlisted  October  13,  1862;  discharged  April  12,  1865,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Sherman,  A.,  enlisted  September  4,  1862;  discharged  December  20, 
1863,  disability. 

Wilson,  James,  enlisted  September  3,  1862;  discharged  May  9,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Wilcox,  M.,  enlisted  September  23,  1862;  died  September  27,  1865, 
Alton,  Illinois. 

Washburn,  James,  enlisted  September  1,  1862. 

THIRTY-EIGHTH  INFANTRY. 

The  four  companies  from  Fayette  county  were  recruited  mostly  in  Aug¬ 
ust,  1862,  and  Company  F  all  recruited  from  the  nth  to  the  25th  of  August. 
The  Thirty-eighth  left  New  Madrid,  Missouri,  June  7,  1863,  strong,  healthy 
men.  They  had  spent  the  winter  there,  with  light  camp  duty,  and  almost  no 
toughening  work,  and  had  lived  on  good  and  varied  food,  and,  though  in  good 
flesh  and  health,  were  soft  in  fiber.  They  went  into  the  siege  of  Vicksburg 
in  the  heat  of  summer,  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  investing  line,  with  a  high, 
cliff  on  the  east,  and  a  timbered  bayou  on  the  west  (a  few  rods  distant)  ;  the 
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picket  line  on  ground  muddy  and  malarious,  where  stagnant  water  had  that 
spring,  and  recently,  been  twelve  feet  deep ;  drinking  warm,  milky-looking 
water,  eating  strictly  army  rations,  doing  heavy  picket  and  fatigue  work,  day 
and  night,  and  constructing  batteries,  rifle  pits,  etc. ;  those  off  duty  often  called 
into  line  several  times  in  one  night  to  repel  an  apprehended  sortie  from  the 
rebel  fort;  the  heat  from  the  bluff  in  the  afternoons  reflecting  oppressively 
upon  the  camp ;  the  bluff  and  nearby  timber  uniting  near  the  tents  in  a  point, 
rendering  it  almost  impossible  for  the  camp  to  be  fanned  by  a  breeze,  while 
the  stinging  bite  of  the  “jigger”  drove  sleep  from  the  weary  and  failing  sol¬ 
diers  ;  all  this  was  more  than  human  muscle  or  human  nerve  and  pluck  could 
bear.  When  the  surrender  came,  on  the  4th  of  July,  relaxing  the  tension  that 
had  held  many  a  feeble  man  to  his  duty,  the  ravages  of  disease  swept  through 
and  prostrated  the  regiment.  The  death  rate  that  followed  proved  the  sever¬ 
ity  of  the  test  the  boys  had  endured. 

The  wasted  regiment  moved  from  Port  Hudson  the  middle  of  August, 
and  went  into  convalescent  camp  at  Carrollton,  Louisiana,  on  the  16th  and  on 
October  23rd  they  embarked  for  Brazos  Santiago,  as  a  portion  of  the  “Banks’ 
Texas”  expedition;  arrived  at  Brownsville  November  9th,  and  remained  on 
garrison  duty  until  July  25,  1864;  and  on  July  31st  re-embarked  for  New 
Orleans,  thence  to  Fort  Morgan,  and  went  into  camp  on  Mobile  Point,  Aug¬ 
ust  9th.  December  12,  1864,  Major-General  Canby  issued  an  order  for  the 
consolidation  of  the  Thirty-eighth  and  Thirty-fourth  Iowa  Volunteers  into  the 
Thirty-fourth,  and  the  Thirty-eighth  ceased  to  exist. 

This  history  of  the  Thirty-eighth  is  extremely  sad,  in  that  conditions  were 
such  that  their  services  were  required  in  the  most  unhealthful  localities  yet 
without  the  opportunity  of  exercising  the  spirit  of  retaliation  by  taking  “an 
eye  for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a.  tooth.”  Before  it  had  been  in  service  two 
years,  more  than  three  hundred  enlisted  men,  and  a  number  of  officers,  had 
died  of  disease;  more  than  a  hundred  more  had  been  discharged  on  account 
of  ill  health.  Many  weeks  it  did  not  have  well  men  enough  to  take  care  of 
the  sick  and  bury  the  dead.  If  it  did  not  have  the  opportunity  to  win  glory 
on  the  battlefield,  it  did  all  that  men  could  do — gave  itself  entirely  up  for  its 
country,  and  may  well  be  called  “Iowa’s  Martyr  Regiment.” 

This  regiment  was  consolidated  with  the  Thirty-fourth  Infantry  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1864,  which  retained  the  designation  of  the  Thirty-fourth.  Those 
not  transferred  were  mustered  out  at  the  time  of  consolidation. 

Maj.  Charles  Chadwick,  commissioned  November  4,  1862;  resigned 
January  4,  1864. 
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Surgeon  H.  W.  Hart,  commissioned  assistant  surgeon  Ninth  Infantry 
September  io,  1861 ;  promoted  surgeon  this  regiment  September  io,  1862. 

Assistant  Surg.  S.  E.  Robinson,  commissioned  November  11,  1864,  from 
civil  life,  declined. 

Quartermaster  Mason  R.  Lyon,  commissioned  September  15,  1862; 
resigned  April  14,  1863. 

Chaplain  John  Webb,  commissioned  September  15,  1862;  resigned  July 
23,  1863. 

Hos.  Steward  A.  P.  White,  appointed  August  10,  1862;  discharged 
May  22,  1864,  disability. 

Drum  Maj.  H.  T.  Hulbert,  appointed  August  15,  1862. 

Fife  Major  A.  Richards,  appointed  August  11,  1862. 


COMPANY  A. 

Capt.  J.  J.  Welsh,  commissioned  November  4,  1862;  resigned  July  17, 
1863. 

Capt.  Jameson  J.  Berkey,  commissioned  first  lieutenant  November  4, 

1862;  promoted  captain  July  18,  1863. 

First  Lieut.  Ezra  Crosby,  enlisted  as  first  sergeant  August  13.  1862 ;  pro- 
moted  first  lieutenant  July  18,  1863 ;  transfererd  to  Company  F.  Thirty-fourth 
and  Thirty-eighth  consolidated. 

Second  Lieut.  John  Herriman,  commissioned  November  4,  1862;  re¬ 
signed  August  6,  1863. 

Sergt.  David  P.  Royce,  enlisted  August  15,  1862. 

Sergt.  S.  D.  Staples,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
F,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Sergt.  H.  L.  Templeton,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  October  16, 
1863,  in  Fayette  county. 

Sergt.  George  W.  Cook,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  F,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

'  Corp.  Brown  Stewart,  enlisted  August  15,  1862 ;  transferred  to  Company 
F  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Corp.  B.  W.  Ellsberry,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  F,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry.  . 

Corp.  N.  J.  Lewis,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  died  September  n,  1  W 

at  Carrollton,  Iowa.  ,  ,  „ 

Corp.  John  H.  Pitts,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 

F,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 
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Corp.  J.  F.  Nefzger,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
F,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Corp.  William  L.  Nims,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  September  5, 
1863,  at  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Corp.  James  Burrell,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
F,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Corp.  John  Owens,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  December  20,  1863, 
at  Point  Isabel,  Texas. 

Musician  A.  M.  Courrier,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  F,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Wagoner  F.  Wright,  enlisted  August  15;  discharged  September  11, 
1863,  disability. 

Bailey,  William  T.,  enlisted  August  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Barnum,  J.  C.,  enlisted  August  9,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Barkholder,  B.  F.,  enlisted  August  9,  1862;  died  December  12,  1863,  at 
New  Orleans. 

Butler,  William  H.  H.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  discharged  September 
1 1,  1863,  disability. 

Burk,  John,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F,  Thirty- 
fourth  Infantry. 

Butler,  Jesse,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F,  Thirty- 
fourth  Infantry. 

Benedict,  William  H.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  invalid 
corps,  April  10,  1864. 

Butler,  Henry,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Barber,  Lawrence  E.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  discharged  July  15, 
1863,  disability. 

Bartie,  Thomas,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Cullins,  Amos,  enlisted  August  9,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K. 

Cook,  John  R.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  September  14,  1863,  at 
Keokuk. 

Crosby,  G.  P.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Corbin,  Daniel,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 
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Cline,  Jacob,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F,  Thirty- 
fourth  Infantry. 

Cook,  John,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F,  Thirty- 
fourth  Infantry. 

Clow,  W.  B.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Clow,  William,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  August  15,  1863,  at  New 
Orleans. 

Campbell,  A.  C.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  August  7,  1863,  at  Vicks¬ 
burg. 

Crow,  Abraham,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Delezene,  L.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  discharged  March  20,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Detrick,  C.  A.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  discharged  April  21,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Davis,  Josiah,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Davis,  James  R.,  enlisted  March  28,  1863;  died  August  18,  1863,  at  New 
Orleans. 

Davis,  Benjamin,  enlisted  August  1.5,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Forbes,  D.  C,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Fitch,  E.  E.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862  ;  transferred  to  Company  F,  Thirty- 
fourth  Infantry  musician. 

Gifford,  John,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  discharged  December  6,  1862, 
disability. 

Holcomb,  R.  M.,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  I, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Horrigan,  William,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
F,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Howe,  William  H.,  enlisted  August  14,  1863;  transferred  to  Company 
F,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Hitch,  John,  enlisted  August  15,  1862  ;  transferred  to  Company  F,  Thirty- 
fourth  Infantry. 

Hitch,  Lorenzo,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  discharged  March  30,  1863, 
disability. 


22 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


Hart,  Dennis,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Hageman,  J.  N.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Hendrickson,  S.  U.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  discharged  August  18, 
1864,  disability. 

Hawkins,  J.  A.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  September  6,  1863, 
at  New  Orleans. 

House,  Peter,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Jennings,  J.  A.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Jennings,  J.  M.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Johnson,  W.  S.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Jarret,  J.  E.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  August  12,  1863,  at  Vicks¬ 
burg. 

Kinsey,  W.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Klammer,  William,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Lincicum,  J.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Livermore,  Wilson,  enlisted  August  15,  1862. 

Moore,  H.  F.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  discharged  August  5,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 

McKay,  T.  P.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  died  July  26,  1863,  Vicksburg. 

Maroney,  J.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Moorehouse,  J.  B.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  August  16,  1863,  at 
Carrollton,  Iowa. 

Nichols,  Alex.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Nike,  William,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  died  September  3,  1863,  Mem¬ 
phis. 

Olinger,  J.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  September  19,  1863,  Memphis. 

Pitts,  M.  W.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  discharged  September  11,  1863, 
disability. 

Perkins,  C.  H.,  enlisted  August  15,  1861. 
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Rice,  W.  W.,  enlisted  October  25,  1862;  died  August  16,  1863,  at  Port 
Hudson,  Louisiana. 

Shanklin,  C.  M.,  enlisted  August  9,  1862;  died  July  27,  1863,  at  Vicks¬ 
burg. 

Sheirry,  H.  E.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  died  August  13,  1863,  at  Vicks¬ 
burg. 

Seamons,  W.  H.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862,  died  August  22,  1863,  at 
Jefferson  Barracks. 

Shanklin,  M.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  discharged  July  15,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Slaughter,  W.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  discharged  March  30,  1863, 
disability. 

Starr,  B.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F,  Thirty- 
fourth  Infantry. 

Smith,  John,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  August  16,  1863,  to 
infantry  Corps. 

Tuttle,  Lloyd,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Vawser,  John,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Walls,  T.  A.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862,  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty- fourth  Infantry. 

Wayman,  T.  C.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Walters,  M.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862. 

Walck,  A.  J.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  discharged  February  4,  1863, 
disability. 

Woods,  N.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  F, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 


COMPANY  F. 

Capt.  Jacob  W.  Rogers,  commissioned  November  4,  1862. 

First  Lieut.  Henry  M.  Shoemaker,  commissioned  November  4,  1862; 
transferred  to  Company  K,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Second  Lieut.  David  Campbell,  commissioned  November  4,  1862;  re¬ 
signed  August  8,  1863. 

Second  Lieut.  Jacob  H.  Walrath,  enlisted  sergeant  August  13,  1862: 


(15) 
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commissioned  second  lieutenant  August  9,  1863;  discharged  as  first  sergeant 
to  accept  promotion  in  United  States  colored  troops. 

First  Sergt.  S.  M.  Phillips,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  died  August  18, 
1863,  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Sergt.  John  J.  Broadbent,  enlisted  August  15,  1862. 

Sergt.  Charles  A.  Wilcox,  August  14,  1862;  discharged  May  1,  1863, 
disability. 

Sergt.  J.  B.  Chappell,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  died  August  14,  1863,  at 
Port  Hudson,  Louisiana. 

Corp.  Jacob  Rush,  Jr.,  enlisted  August  20,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
K,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Corp.  E.  S.  Linderman,  enlisted  August  20,  1862;  died  August  2,  1863, 
at  Vicksburg. 

Corp.  G.  G.  Spears,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
K,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Corp.  D.  Sutherland,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  July  28,  1863,  at 
Vicksburg. 

Corp.  William  F.  Perkins,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  died  November  18, 
1863,  at  Memphis. 

Corp.  Benjamin  Cooper,  enlisted  August  19,  1862;  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  K,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Corp.  Leander  Welsh,  enlisted  August  19,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
K.  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Corp.  Jesse  J.  Roberts,  enlisted  August  19,  1862;  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  K,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Musician  Hubbell  Pepper,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  K,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Musician  Samuel  Clark,  enlisted  August  17,  1862;  died  November  12, 

1862,  at  Dubuque. 

Wagoner  D.  B.  Welsh,  enlisted  August  12,  1862 ;  transferred  to  Company 
K,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Abbott,  William  S.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  discharged  February  25, 

1863,  disability. 

Booth,  A.  J.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  September  11,  1863,  at  St. 
Louis. 

Burget,  George,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Barber,  A.  W.,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  died  August  2,  1863,  at  Vicks¬ 
burg. 
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Cordray,  Lewis  M.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  died  August  29,  1863,  at 
Carrollton,  Iowa. 

Cook,  John,  Jr.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Cavin,  William  E.,  enlisted  November  28,  1863;  transferred  to  Company 
K,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Collins,  C.  H.,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Chappell,  Alfred,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  died  July  9,  1863,  on  steamer 
“City  of  Memphis.” 

Campbell,  T.  C.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  died  January  26,  1864,  at 
Cairo. 

Clements,  H.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Dayhuff,  Peter,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  discharged  June  5,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Doolittle,  E.  D.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  died  November  16,  1863,  at 
St.  Louis. 

Deppe,  C.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862  ;  died  November  21,  1862,  at  Windsor. 

Foster,  Orin,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  September  11,  1863,  at  New 
Orleans. 

Fuson,  Joseph  B.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  died  September  4,  1863,  at 
Keokuk. 

Hennings,  Thomas,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  IC, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

House,  Jeremiah,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

House,  Alex,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  IC, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Higby,  Milo  L.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Ives,  Asahel,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  IC, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Jones,  J.  N.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  discharged  July  1,  1864,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Kidder,  R.  H.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  died  July  21,  1863,  on  steamer 
“Anglo-Saxon.” 

Kirkpatrick,  J.  N.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
K,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 
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Keasey,  C.  A.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Kelsey,  R.  D.,  enlisted  August  17,  1862;  discharged  October  23,  1863, 
disability. 

Leonhart,  Martin,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  Iv, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Luce,  E.  W.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  died  January  27,  1864,  in  Brown- 
ville,  Texas. 

Linn,  John  R.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  died  August  3,  1863,  on  steamer 
“City  of  Memphis.” 

Lee,  L.  M.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  discharged  October  20,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Mathews,  John,  enlisted  August  25,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Mansfield,  F.  N.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Miller,  Joseph  K.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  discharged  January  31,  1864, 
disability. 

McNutt,  George  E.,  enlisted  February  26,  1864;  transferred  to  Company 
K,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Miller,  Jacob,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

McOuilkin,  R.  W.,  enlisted  February  26,  1864;  transferred  to  Company 
K,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Murray,  George  M.,  enlisted  August  19,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
K,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Nichols,  Joseph,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Parker,  Samuel,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Parkhurst,  W.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

•  Parker,  Miles,  enlisted  August  14,  1862,  discharged  June  18,  1864,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Peterman,  Jacob,  enlisted  August  19,  1862;  died  January  21,  1863,  at 
Dubuque. 

Reber,  H.  G.,  enlisted  August  4,  1862;  discharged  April  16,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Rogers,  Joseph  C.,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  discharged  September  11, 
1863,  disability. 
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Richards,  John  A.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  died  August  3,  1863,  at 
Vicksburg. 

Rawson,  James  D.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
K,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Rawson,  George  L.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
K,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Robbins,  M.  C.  F.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Riser,  Gustave,  enlisted  August  23,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Robinson,  J.  F.,  enlisted  August  23,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Robinson,  A.  J.,  enlisted  August  23,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Ronco,  John,  enlisted  February  26,  1864;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Ronco,  Joseph  J.,  enlisted  February  26,  1864;  transferred  to  Company 
K,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Saltsgiver,  H.  C.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  died  September  12,  1863, 
in  New  Orleans. 

Sharp,  I.  W.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  died  November  5,  1862,  at 
Dubuque. 

Stahl,  Harmon,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  died  September  2,  1863,  at 
Vicksburg. 

Severson,  B.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Soward,  S.  C.,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Staats,  A.  Y.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  discharged  September  11,  1863, 
disability. 

Smith,  J.  C,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Sutherland,  S.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  August  19,  1863,  at  New 
Orleans. 

Simpson,  Daniel,  enlisted  August  19,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Smith,  Eugene,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 
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Soward,  George  S.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
K,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Sliter,  G.  D.,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  died  August  10,  1863,  in  Vicks¬ 
burg. 

Spaulding,  James,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
K,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Tracy,  A.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  July  14,  1863,  at  Vicksburg. 

Thorp,  E.  M.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Umbarger,  J.  P.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Umbarger,  David  P.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  August  24,  1863, 
at  Carrollton,  Iowa. 

Vargason,  A.,  enlisted  August  23,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Williams,  M.  L.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  K, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Wilson,  Marshal,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  died  August  17,  1863,  at 
St.  Louis. 

Wells,  Joseph  T.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  died  August  11,  1863,  at 
Carrollton,  Iowa. 


COMPANY  G. 

Capt.  Charles  H.  Miller,  enlisted  as  private  Company  F,  Ninth  Infantry; 
commissioned  captain  this  company  November  4,  1862;  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  G,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

First  Lieut.  Edward  Elwell,  enlisted  as  first  sergeant  August  11,  1862; 
promoted  first  lieutenant  November  11,  1862;  resigned  June  2,  1863. 

Second  Lieut.  Leander  M.  Bunton,  commissioned  second  lieutenant  No¬ 
vember  4,  1862;  promoted  first  lieutenant  June  3,  1863;  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  G,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Sergt.  L.  B.  Fish,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Sergt.  R.  C.  Rowell,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  discharged  June  16,  1863. 

Sergt.  L.  Potter,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  March  3,  1864,  at  New 
Orleans. 

Sergt.  Edward  Easton,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  G,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 
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Corp.  R.  Holden,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Corp.  Joseph  L.  Williams,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  died  August  13, 
1863,  at  Port  Hudson. 

Corp.  R.  T.  Watrous,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
G,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Corp.  John  Weaver,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
G,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Corp.  C.  H.  Wilson,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  August  11,  1863,  at 
Port  Hudson,  Louisiana. 

Corp.  Robert  McMullen,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  G,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Corp.  William  Deal,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
G,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Corp.  Clarence  Webber,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  G,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Musician  R.  C.  Potter,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  died  September  4, 
1863,  at  Carrollton,  Iowa. 

Musician  A.  Richards,  enlisted  August  13,  1862. 

Wagoner  D.  W.  Nichols,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  G,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Andress,  N.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Anderson,  PI.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 

Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Allyn,  Augustus,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  discharged  June  16,  1864, 
disability. 

Boswell,  James  F.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  discharged  September  14, 
1863,  disability. 

Boswell,  Willis,  enlisted  February  26,  1864;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Bacon,  C.  C.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Brown,  William  O.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  died  August  5,  1863,  at 
Vicksburg. 

Barton,  John  C.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Chandler,  E.  E.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  died  August  30,  1863,  at 
Jefferson  Barracks. 
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Cummings,  T.  J.,  enlisted  August  n,  1862;  died  August  13,  1863,  at 
Vicksburg. 

Converse,  W.  E.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  died  August  20,  1863,  at 
Carrollton,  Iowa. 

Doland,  John,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Davis,  M.  L.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  died  October  1,  1863,  at  New 
Orleans. 

Davis,  August  W.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  discharged  February  28, 
1864,  disability. 

Doty,  Andrew,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Dayton,  R.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  discharged  April  1,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Dayton,  Jonathan,  enlisted  August  20,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Finch,  B.  W.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty- fourth  Infantry. 

Finch,  Aurelius,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  died  August  10,  1863,  at  St. 
Louis. 

Gersbacher,  A.,  enlisted  August  20,  1862;  died  August  6,  1863,  at  St. 
Louis. 

Heald,  Seth,  enlisted  August  10,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Heald,  Art  emus,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Hendershott,  Thomas,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  G,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Hensley,  D.  P.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  discharged  September  14, 
1863,  disability. 

Hensley,  R.  N.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  died  July  8,  1863,  at  Vicks¬ 
burg. 

Hughes,  R.  C.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Houpt,  Conrad,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  died  October  2,  1863,  at  New 
Orleans. 

Houpt,  Elias,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  died  July  15,  1863,  at  Vicks¬ 
burg. 

How,  H.  F.,  enlisted  August  14,  died  September  14,  1863,  at  Vicksburg. 
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How,  Charles,  enlisted  August  n,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Jaques,  Francis,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  died  August  11,  1863,  at 
Vicksburg. 

Johnson,  G.  W.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Kreamer,  A.  G.,  enlisted  November  28,  1863;  transferred  to  Company 
G,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Learn,  Jacob,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  died  August  31,  1863,  at  Car¬ 
rollton,  Iowa. 

Long,  David,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Moulton,  H.  A.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Mathis,  A.  J.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862. 

Mullinex,  N.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Meikle,  John,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Nicholas,  D.  F.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Norcross,  J.  A.,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  discharged  September  27, 
1863,  disability. 

Niles,  R.  S.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  discharged  October  8,  1864,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Northrop,  George  E.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  died  August  16,  1863, 
at  Jefferson  Barracks. 

Nutting,  Oscar,  enlisted  August  15,  1882;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Osgood,  L.  K.,  enlisted  November  27,  1863 ;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Osgood,  Warren,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  died  January  22,  1864,  at 
New  Orleans. 

Poorman,  Israel  B.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  died  September  1,  1863, 
at  Carrollton. 

Proctor,  Nathan  R.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  September  2,  1863, 
at  Carrollton. 

Perry,  William  T.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  August  15,  1863,  at 
New  Orleans. 
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Pratt,  Melvin,  enlisted  August  20,  1862;  died  August  17,  1863,  at  Vicks¬ 
burg. 

Reynolds,  William  M.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  died  September  3,  1863, 
at  Carrollton. 

Reeves,  Levi,  enlisted  August  15,  1862. 

Shaffer,  David,  enlisted  August  13,  1863;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Shaffer,  Joseph,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  discharged  May  5,  1863. 

Shook,  Jacob,  enlisted  August  1862;  discharged  February  7,  1863,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Smith,  Willard,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  discharged  June  15,  1864. 

Smith,  Chauncey,  enlisted  April  26,  1864;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Spurr,  Charles  C.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Stone,  William  P.,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  died  August  11,  1863,  at 
Port  Hudson. 

Seeley,  Samuel  S.,  enlisted  August  15,  1864. 

Scott,  William  H.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  discharged  August  12, 
1863,  disability. 

Thurston,  Jesse,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  September  1,  1863,  at 
Carrollton. 

Thompson,  Francis  E.,  enlisted  August  7,  1862;  discharged  February 
24,  1864. 

Van  Buskirk,  S.,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Thorp,  E.  W.,  enlisted  November  25,  1863;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Withered,  Loren,  enlisted  February  29,  1864;  died  at  Brownsville, 
Texas,  July  12,  1864. 

Wilbur,  Perry  F.,  enlisted  August  13,  1862. 

Wing,  Elihu,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  died  August  16,  1863,  at  Vicks¬ 
burg. 

Watrous,  Moses,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  G, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Wood,  Francis,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  deserted  at  Dubuque,  October 
23,  1862. 

White,  A.  P.,  enlisted  August  20,  1862. 
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Easton,  George  W.,  enlisted  November  17,  1862;  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  G,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Van  Buskirk,  John,  enlisted  November  17,  1862;  discharged  August  11, 
1863. 

Jaques,  Earl,  enlisted  November  17,  1862;  died  August  22,  1863,  at 
Carrollton,  Iowa. 

COMPANY  H. 

Capt.  Eliphalet  Follet,  commissioned  November  4,  1862. 

First  Lieut.  Elisha  Hosmer,  commissioned  November  4,  1862;  resigned 
March  24,  1864. 

First  Lieut.  Thomas  J.  Butcher,  enlisted  as  corporal  August  15,  1862; 
promoted  to  sergeant  then  to  first  lieutenant  March  25,  1864. 

Second  Lieut.  Lewis  Armstrong,  commissioned  November  4,  1862;  re¬ 
signed  July  20,  1863. 

First  Sergt.  James  N.  Dennis,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to 
Company  I,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Sergt.  W.  H.  H.  Myers,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  H,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Sergt.  C.  M.  Curtis,  enlisted  August  4,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
H,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Sergt.  William  Whiting,  enlisted  August  5,  1862;  died  October  30,  1863, 
at  Elgin. 

Corp.  R.  H.  Albright,  enlisted  August  9,  1862;  died  October  20,  1863,  at 
Carrollton. 

Corp.  James  H.  Linderman,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  August  10, 
1863,  at  Port  Hudson,  Louisiana. 

Corp.  G.  J.  Webb,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  discharged  September  14, 
1863,  disability. 

Corp.  A.  Thompson,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  discharged  September  21, 
1863,  disability. 

Corp.  George  W.  Irwin,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  H,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Corp.  George  La  Page,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  transferred  to  Com- 
pany  H,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Corp.  B.  F.  Dibble,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
H,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Musician  M.  E.  R.  West,  enlisted  August  18,  1862;  died  September  12, 
1863,  in  United  States  hospital. 
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Musician  Joseph  H.  West,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  August  29, 
1863,  at  New  Orleans. 

Wagoner,  C.  Dorland,  enlisted  August  17,  1862;  died  August  21,  1863, 
at  Jefferson  Barracks. 

Baldwin,  Chris.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  discharged  October  17,  1863, 
disability. 

Bell,  Robert  T.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  discharged  September  14, 
1863,  disability. 

Bamer,  Charles,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  died  October  18,  1863,  at 
Elgin. 

Crane,  Eleazer,  enlisted  August  4,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Crane,  Edgar,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Conner,  Isaac,  enlisted  August  1,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Cooley,  James  C.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
H,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Cain,  W.  J.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H. 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Christianson,  M.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  September  4,  1863,  at 
Keokuk. 

Conner,  William  T.,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
H,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Doud,  William  M.,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
H,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Downie,  E.  B.,  enlisted  August  5,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Desart,  Leander,  enlisted  December  1,  1863;  transferred  to  Company 
H,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Desart,  Dennis,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Edgar,  George  W.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  August  9,  1863,  at 
Port  Hudson. 

Foster,  Edwin,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Follett,  Thomas  M.,  enlisted  August  10,  1862;  transferred  to  Company 
H,  Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Gage,  William  R.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


237 


Gillett,  Shuble,  enlisted  August  I,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Garner,  William  H.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862. 

Grossman,  F.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Goodsill,  F.  W.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  October  18,  1863,  at 
St.  Louis. 

Gunnelson,  Swan,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  December  5,  1863,  at 
Memphis. 

Herrington,  H.  L.,  enlisted  August  15?  1862;  died  Octobei  28,  1863,  at 
Carrollton,  Louisiana. 

Howard,  Hugh,  enlisted  August  4,  1862;  died  September  23,  1863,  at 
Memphis. 

Harvey,  Dennis  R.,  enlisted  August  u,  1862;  died  August  30,  1863,  at 
Keokuk. 

Johnson,  James,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Kinsel,  James,  enlisted  August  13,  1862  ;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

King,  Benjamin,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  discharged  September  21, 
1863,  disability. 

King,  Nathaniel,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  discharged  September  21, 
1863,  disability. 

"  Ketchum,  Witham,  enlisted  August  9,  1862;  died  August  6,  1863,  on 
Steamer  “R.  C.  Wood.” 

Knight,  J.  W.,  enlisted  August  2,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  IT, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Kincade,  Fred,  enlisted  October  11,  1864;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

ICinyon,  William,  enlisted  August,  1862;  died  October  12,  1863,  at  Cairo. 

Lyon,  Willis,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  A, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Lee,  Martin,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Moore,  John  W.,  enlisted  August  2,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Miller,  P.  J.,  enlisted  August  5,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 
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Myers,  Eleazer,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  died  August  7,  1863,  on 
steamer  “City  of  Memphis.” 

Myers,  Richard,  enlisted  October  11,  1864;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Mattocks,  Eli,  enlisted  August  4,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Martindale,  Ah,  enlisted  August  5,  1862  ;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Mattocks,  William,  enlisted  August  3,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Mattocks,  W.,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Mitchell,  R.  N.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Maze,  Thomas,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Moats,  Ambrose,  enlisted  August  15,  1862. 

Marsh,  J.  A.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862. 

Mathiason,  J.  M.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Minzer,  Fred,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Nichols,  Wesley,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Nittel,  Jacob,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  discharged  September  28,  1862, 
disability. 

Owen,  A.  F.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  August  28,  1863,  at  Carroll¬ 
ton,  Iowa. 

Packer,  Gust.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Relay,  John,  enlisted  October  11,  1864;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Schlupp,  Jacob,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Stirk,  Joseph  W.,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Smith,  Sidney,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Saltsgiver,  Adam,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  died  August  20,  1863,  on 
steamer  “R.  C.  Wood.” 
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Sparks,  John  C.,  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  died  October  25,  1863,  at 
Memphis. 

Smith,  John,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  died  October  28,  1863,  at  New 
Orleans. 

Schmitt,  William  M.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862. 

Taylor,  Ed.  J.,  enlisted  August  9,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Travers,  N.,  enlisted  August  13,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Whiting,  Benjamin,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  died  August  9,  1863,  at 
Port  Hudson,  Iowa. 

Wattenpaugh,  A.,  enlisted  August  1,  1862;  died  August  21,  1863,  at 
Jefferson  Barracks. 

Warren,  Abel,  enlisted  August  9,  1862;  died  November  27,  1863,  at 
Brownsville,  Texas. 

Zimmerman,  G.,  enlisted  August  14,  1862;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Lee,  Andrews,  enlisted  January  4,  1864;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

Ropes,  Charles  F.,  enlisted  January  4,  1864;  transferred  to  Company  H, 
Thirty-fourth  Infantry. 

COMPANY  K. 

Cullins,  Amos,  enlisted  August  9,  1862;  died  August  20,  1863,  on 
steamer  “City  of  Memphis.” 

Kerr,  James  N.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862. 

Moe,  A.  B.,  enlisted  August  19,  1862;  discharged  June  16,  1864,  dis¬ 
ability. 

Moe,  Perry,  enlisted  August  19,  1862;  died  December  26,  1863,  at 
Brownsville,  Texas. 

Rice,  Wilder,  enlisted  August  11,  1862;  discharged  March  14,  1863, 
disability. 

Voorhees,  Levi  P.,  enlisted  August  23,  1862;  discharged  June  20,  1864, 
disability. 

THIRTY-FOURTH  INFANTRY  (THIRTY-FOURTH  AND  THIRTY-EIGHTH 

CONSOLIDATED)  . 

Not  long  after  consolidating,  the  regiment  went  to  Kenner,  eight  miles 
from  New  Orleans,  on  the  Jackson  railroad,  and  encamped  on  ground  con¬ 
siderably  lower  than  the  Mississippi  river.  January  27,  1865,  it  arrived  at 
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Barrancas,  Florida;  went  into  camp  until  the  movement  on  Fort  Blakely,  sixty 
miles  distant;  took  part  in  the  assault  of  April  9th,  with  conspicuous  gallantry, 
which  ended  its  active  service.  This  regiment  was  mustered  out  at  Houston, 
Texas,  August  15,  1865. 


COMPANY  F. 

Transferred  from  Company  A,  Thirty-eighth  Regiment,  December  31, 
1864. 

First  Lieut.  Ezra  Crosby. 

First  Sergt.  George  W.  Cook. 

Sergt.  Brown  Sturat. 

Sergt.  Benj.  W.  Edsberry. 

Sergt.  John  H.  Pitts. 

Corp.  James  Burrell. 

Corp.  William  Kinsey,  wounded  April  9,  1865,  at  Blakely,  Alabama. 
Corp.  T.  C.  Wayman. 

Musician  A.  M.  Currier. 

Bailey,  William  T. 

Burk,  John. 

Butler,  Jesse. 

Butler,  Henry,  died  May  27,  1865,  at  New  Orleans. 

Barnam,  Joseph  C. 

Bartie,  Thomas. 

Corbin,  Daniel. 

Cline,  Jacob. 

Cook,  John. 

Clamer,  William. 

Crow,  A. 

Crosby,  G.  R. 

Clow,  N.  B. 

Davis,  Josiah. 

Forbes,  Daniel  C. 

Fitch,  E.  E. 

Horrigan,  William. 

Howe,  William  H. 

Hitch,  John. 

Hart,  Dennis,  wounded  April  9,  1865,  at  Blakely,  Alabama. 

Hageman,  John  N. 
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House,  Peter. 
Johnson,  William  S. 
Jennings,  John  A. 
Jennings,  Joseph  M. 
Lincicum,  Jesse. 
Maroney,  John. 
Nicoll,  Alex. 
Nefzgar,  Jacob  F. 
Staples,  S.  D. 

Starr,  Barnard. 
Tuttle,  Loyd. 
Vawser,  John. 
Walls,  Thomas  A. 
Woods,  Neri. 


COMPANY  G. 

Transferred  from  Company  G,  Thirty-eighth  Infantry,  December  31, 
1864. 

Capt.  Charles  H.  Millar. 

First  Lieut.  Leander  M.  Bunton. 

Second  Lieut.  Edward  Easton,  enlisted  as  sergeant  Company  G,  Thirty- 
eighth  Infantry,  August  15,  1862;  commissioned  second  lieutenant  this  Com¬ 
pany  January  10,  1865. 

Sergt.  Lorenzo  B.  Fish. 

Corp.  R.  T.  Watrous. 

Sergt.  Robert  Holden. 

Corp.  John  Weaver. 

Corp.  C.  L.  Webber. 

Corp.  D.  F.  Nicholas. 

Corp.  Nelson  Mulinix. 

Wagoner  D.  W.  Nicholas,  discharged  February  14,  1865,  disability. 
Andrews,  Noah. 

Anderson,  Henry,  wounded  April  9,  1865,  Blakely,  Alabama. 

Bacon,  C.  C. 

Boswell,  Willis. 

Barton,  John  C. 

Dayton,  Jonathan. 

Deal,  William. 

(16)  •  ' 
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Doland,  John. 

Doty,  Andrew. 

Easton,  George  W. 

Finch,  B.  W. 

Heald,  Artemus. 

Heald,  Seth. 

Hughes,  R.  C. 

Howe,  Charles. 

Hendershott,  Thomas. 

Johnson,  George  W. 

Kramer,  A.  G. 

Long,  David. 

Meikle,  John. 

Moulton,  H.  A. 

McMullen,  Robert. 

Nutting,  Oscar. 

Shaffer,  David. 

Scott,  William  H. 

Spurr,  C.  C.,  discharged  July  31,  1865,  disability. 

Smith,  Chauncey. 

Thorp,  E.  W. 

Van  Buskirk,  S. 

Watrous,  Moses,  discharged  May  12,  1865,  disability. 

Osgood,  L.  K. 

Smith,  Willard. 

Van  Buskirk,  John. 

COMPANY  H. 

Transferred  from  Company  H,  Thirty-eighth  Infantry,  December  31, 
1864. 

Sergt.  William  H.  H.  Myers. 

Sergt.  C.  M.  Curtis. 

Corp.  Thomas  M.  Follett. 

Corporal  G.  A.  Packer. 

Corp.  George  W.  Irwin. 

Corp.  George  Zimmerman. 

Conner,  William  T. 

Conner,  Isaac. 

. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


243 


Crane,  E.  W. 

Crane,  Edgar. 

Cooley,  Jas.  C. 

Cain,  William. 

Dibble,  Benj.  F. 

Downie,  E.  B. 

Desart,  Dennis. 

Desart,  Leander. 

Doud,  William  M. 

Foster,  Edwin. 

Gillett,  Shuble. 

Grossman,  Frederick,  discharged  March  3,  1865,  disability. 
Johnson,  James. 

Knight,  John  W. 

Kinsel,  James. 

Kincade,  Frederick. 

Lee,  Martin. 

Lee,  Andrew. 

Lyon,  Willis. 

Lapage,  George. 

Minzer,  Frederick. 

Mattocks,  Wilder. 

Moore,  John  W. 

Miller,  P.  J. 

Mattocks,  Eli. 

Mattocks,  William  R. 

Martindale,  A. 

Mitchell,  R.  N. 

Maze,  Thomas. 

Mathiason,  John  M. 

Myers,  Richard. 

Nichols,  Wesley. 

Ropes,  Charles  F. 

Relay,  John. 

Schlupp,  Jacob. 

Stirk,  Joseph  W. 

Smith,  Sidney. 

Taylor,  Ed.  J. 

Travers,  N. 
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Transferred  from  Company  A,  Thirty-eighth  Infantry,  December  31, 
1864. 

Second  Lieut.  James  N.  Dennis,  commissioned  January  10,  1865,  from 
first  sergeant. 

First  Sergt.  Holcomb,  R.  M.  Davis,  Benj. - . 

COMPANY  K. 

Transferred  from  Company  F,  Thirty-eighth  Infantry,  December  31, 
1864. 

First  Lieut.  Henry  M.  Shoemaker,  enlisted  November  4,  1862;  wounded 
at  Blakely,  Alabama,  April  9,  1865. 

Sergt.  Jacob  Miller. 

Sergt.  George  L.  Rawson. 

Corp.  Ashahel  Ives. 

Corp.  Jacob  Rush,  Jr. 

Corp.  C.  G.  Spears. 

Corp.  Martin  Leonhart. 

Musician  E.  Hubbell  Pepper. 

Burget,  George. 

Cavin,  William  E. 

Clements,  H. 

Collins,  C.  H. 

Cook,  John. 

Hennings,  Thomas. 

Higby,  Milo  L. 

House,  Alex. 

House,  Jeremiah. 

Keasey,  C.  A.,  died  March  25,  1863. 

Kirkpatrick,  J.  N. 

Mansfield,  F.  W.,  discharged  August  23,  1863,  disability. 

Mathews,  John. 

McNutt,  George  E. 

McQuilkin,  R.  W. 

Nichols,  Joseph. 

Parkhurst,  W. 

Parker,  Samuel. 
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Robert,  Jesse  J.,  discharged  June  6,  1865,  disability. 

Rawson,  James  D. 

Riser,  Gustave. 

Robbins,  M.  C.  F. 

Robinson,  A.  J. 

Robinson,  Jacob  F. 

Ronco,  James  J. 

Ronco,  John. 

Soward,  George  S. 

Severson,  Barnard. 

Simpson,  Daniel. 

Smith,  Eugene. 

Smith,  J.  C. 

Soward,  S.  C. 

Spaulding,  James. 

Thorp,  E.  M. 

Umbarger,  J.  P. 

Vargason,  A. 

Williams,  M.  L. 

Welsh,  D.  B. 

Welsh,  L. 

Cooper,  Benjamin. 

Murray,  George,  M.,  musician. 

FORTY-SIXTH  INFANTRY  (ONE  HUNDRED  DAYS) . 

This  regiment  went  into  service  at  Davenport,  June  10,  1864,  and  was 
forwarded  to  Cairo,  and  thence  to  Memphis,  arriving  at  the  latter  place  June 
20th.  On  June  27th  it  was  ordered  to  Camp  Lookout,  near  Colhersvi  e, 
Tennessee  where  the  men  did  heavy  duty,  being  on  picket,  alternate  days,  or 
about  two  months.  The  only  brush  with  the  enemy  occurred  at  that  place  in 
August.  A  squad  of  guerrillas  captured  two  pickets,  and  a  detachment  was 
sent  out  to  rescue  them,  if  possible.  In  the  skirmish  that  followed  four  of 
our  men  were  wounded.  On  September  ist  the  Forty-sixth  returned  to  Mem¬ 
phis,  and  on  the  10th  of  the  same  month  started  homeward,  reaching  Daven¬ 
port  on  the  1 6th.  The  regiment  was  mustered  out  and  paid  off  on  the  23rd  ot 

September,  1864. 

Col.  David  B.  Henderson,  commissioned  June  9,  1864. 

Hos.  Stew.  Edwin  A.  Kreamer,  enlisted  May  10,  1864;  promoted  from 

second  sergeant,  Company  D,  June  10,  1864. 
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COMPANY  D. 

First  Lieut.  Nathan  S.  Harwood,  commissioned  June  10,  1864. 

Corp.  Henry  G.  Reber,  enlisted  May  10,  1864. 

Corp.  Francis  M.  Robertson,  enlisted  May  6,  1864. 

Corp.  Robert  Quigley,  enlisted  May  7,  1864. 

Corp.  C.  A.  Doan,  enlisted  May  6,  1864;  died  August  27,  1864,  at  Mem¬ 
phis. 

Musician  William  J.  Haddock,  enlisted  May  6,  1864. 

Albright,  John  W.,  enlisted  May  10,  1864. 

Abbott,  Charles  N.,  enlisted  May  4,  1864. 

Blodgett,  Oliver,  enlisted  May  10,  1864. 

Bean,  George  E.,  enlisted  May  10,  1864. 

Conrad,  James,  enlisted  May  6,  1864. 

Gray,  Harrison  W.,  enlisted  May  9,  1864. 

Metzger,  A.  E.,  enlisted  May  9,  1864. 

Munger,  W.  B.,  enlisted  May  14,  1864. 

Norton,  Homer  E.,  enlisted  May  10,  1864. 

Pepper,  William  H.,  enlisted  May  10,  1864. 

Perkins,  Jerry,  enlisted  May  14,  1864. 

Rinker,  M.  N.,  enlisted  May  21,  1864. 

Robbins,  Jerome  N.,  enlisted  May  10,  1864. 

Torode,  William,  enlisted  May  6,  1864. 

Wells,  Hamilton  C.,  enlisted  May  10,  1864. 

COMPANY  F. 

Corp.  Joseph  Murphy,  enlisted  May  2,  1864. 

Corp.  Charles  Wollmer,  enlisted  May  17,  1864. 

Stewart,  John  M.,  enlisted  May  2,  1864. 

Torry,  I.  B.,  enlisted  May  2,  1864. 

COMPANY  K. 

Slusher,  John  B.,  enlisted  May  13,  1864. 

FIFTH  INFANTRY. 

Corp.  Simon  L.  Shultz,  enlisted  July  1,  1861;  discharged  August  18, 
1864. 
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Corp.  John  Jarrett,  enlisted  July  1,  1861 ;  killed  in  action  May  16,  1863, 
at  Champion  Hills,  Mississippi. 

Corp.  William  Codling,  enlisted  July  1,  1861 ;  discharged  February  27, 
1864,  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  on  account  of  wounds. 

Cushman,  William  S.,  enlisted  July  1,  1861;  discharged  December  3, 

1862,  disability. 

Conkling,  A.  M.,  enlisted  July  1,  1861;  discharged  February  27,  1864, 
at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Davis,  John  A.,  enlisted  July  1,  1861;  discharged  December  17,  1863; 
Regimental  Report  says  “died  of  wounds  December  17,  1863." 

Sitler,  George  B.,  enlisted  July  1,  1861 ;  captured  May  17,  1864,  at  Mad¬ 
ison  Station,  Alabama;  discharged  August,  1864. 

Sprague,  Herman,  enlisted  July  1,  1861 ;  discharged  August,  1864. 
Sprague,  H.  C.,  enlisted  July  1,  1861;  wounded  September  19,  1862,  at 
Iuka,  also  wounded  May  16,  1863,  at  Champion  Hills. 

SIXTH  INFANTRY. 

Smith,  A.  M.,  enlisted  July  15,  1861;  wounded  and  died  May  12,  1862, 
at  Paducah,  Kentucky. 


SEVENTH  INFANTRY. 


Sergt.  Calvin  B.  Lake,  commissioned  second  lieutenant  March  18,  1862; 
resigned  September  12,  1863. 

THIRTEENTH  INFANTRY. 


Newcomer,  Levi,  enlisted  October  4,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January 

4,  1864;  mustered  out  July  21,  1865. 

Kenyon,  Edgar,  enlisted  November  7,  1864. 


FOURTEENTH  INFANTRY. 

Maj.  Leander  C.  Noble,  commissioned  February  27,  1862,  from  civil 

life — declined.  ,  j  „ 

Wagoner,  F.  S.  Smith,  enlisted  March  6,  1863;  mustered  out  Novemb 

l6’  1  Robinson,  Alvin,  enlisted  March  23,  1863 ;  mustered  out  November  16, 

I864. 


248 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


RESIDUARY  BATTERY - FOURTEENTH  INFANTRY. 

Robinson,  A.  E.,  enlisted  March  23,  1863;  mustered  out  August  8,  1865. 
Robinson,  A.  S.,  enlisted  February  1,  1864;  mustered  out  August  8,  1865. 

SIXTEENTH  INFANTRY. 

Asst.  Surg.  Dixon  Alexander,  commissioned  March  5,  1865;  mustered  out 
July  19,  1865. 

Baluff,  John  P.,  enlisted  November  15,  1861;  mustered  out  July  19, 
i865- 

Brown,  John  W.,  enlisted  December  9,  1861 ;  died  July  4,  1862. 

Joy,  Henry  F.,  enlisted  December  10,  1861;  died  February  25,  1862. 
Rowland,  M.  N.,  enlisted  December  7,  1861;  died  October  14,  1862. 

SEVENTEENTH  INFANTRY. 

Wheeler,  Joseph  F.,  enlisted  December  16,  1862;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
February  29,  1864;  captured  October  13,  1864,  in  Georgia;  mustered  out 
July  25,  1865. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  INFANTRY. 

Werst,  G.  C.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  mustered  out  August  8,  1865. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH  INFANTRY. 

Gilliam,  E.  D.,  enlisted  October  17,  1864;  mustered  out  July  31,  1865. 

FORTIETH  INFANTRY. 

Sergt.  George  W.  Langham,  enlisted  August  15,  1862;  mustered  out 
August  2,  1865. 


FORTY-FOURTH  INFANTRY. 

Holmes,  J.  C.,  enlisted  August  30,  1864;  mustered  out  September  15, 
1864. 

Webber  R.  E.,  enlisted  May  15,  1864;  mustered  out  September  15,  1864. 
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FORTY-SEVENTH  INFANTRY. 

Barber,  Zina  L.,  enlisted  May  10,  1864. 

Dorland,  Cornelius,  enlisted  May  13,  1864. 

Eaton,  Arthur  H.,  enlisted  May  17,  1864. 

Weeks,  Lyman  G.,  enlisted  May  16,  1864. 

FORTY-EIGHTH  INFANTRY. 

Teague,  William  J.,  enlisted  June  20,  1864;  mustered  out  October  21, 
1864. 


FIRST  INFANTRY  A.  D.,  SIXTIETH  U.  S.  C.  VOLUNTEERS. 

Second  Lieut.  Iram  A.  Sawyer,  enlisted  as  sergeant-major;  commissioned 
second  lieutenant  May  9,  1864;  resigned  May  26,  1865. 

FIFTEENTH  WISCONSIN  INFANTRY. 


Christianson,  G. 

Christopherson,  F. 

Helgeson,  Ole. 

Iverson,  Ole. 

SIXTEENTH  WISCONSIN  INFANTRY. 

Ward,  Royal  E.,  enlisted  December  23,  1861. 

FIRST  CAVALRY. 

Fitz  Henry  Warren,  one  of  the  most  accomplished  of  the  Iowa  politicians, 
became  one  of  the  editors  of  the  New  York  Tribune  about  the  time  the  war 
commenced.  He  had  been  first  assistant  postmaster  general,  but  indignantly 
resigned  when  Millard  Filmore  approved  the  Fugitive  Slave  act.  After  the 
first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Mr.  Warren,  who  had  previously  been  elected  colonel 
of  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  determined  to  accept,  laid  down  his  powerful  pen 
and  grasped  the  sword. 

In  July,  1861,  six  companies  were  in  camp  near  Burlington,  and  were 
fully  organized  by  the  last  of  August,  and  were  mustered  into  service  early 
in  September,  at  Davenport. 

In  October  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  St.  Louis,  and  eight  companies 
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patrolled  a  large  portion  of  Missouri  during  the  following  winter.  It  is  said 
that  that  region  was  extremely  unhealthy  for  guerrillas  while  it  was  occupied 
by  the  First  Iowa  troopers.  It  had  numerous  skirmishes  with  Quantrell 
and  other  outlaws  in  1862. 

On  December  3d,  the  regiment  marched  to  reinforce  General  Blunt, 
at  Cane  Hill,  Arkansas,  and  led  the  column  advancing  on  Van  Buren,  Decem¬ 
ber  28th;  and  performed  effective  service  in  the  southwest. 

When  the  war  closed,  instead  of  being  mustered  out,  the  veterans  were 
sent  to  Texas.  There  one  of  its  members  was  flogged  by  order  of  General 
Custer,  against  which  barbarity  Governor  Stone  earnestly  protested,  and 
asked  that  the  regiment  be  taken  from  Custer’s  command  and  honorably 
mustered  out,  and  this  request  was  complied  with  at  Austin,  Texas,  Febraury 
15,  1866. 

Musician,  R.  W.  Brown,  enlisted  June  13,  1861 ;  mustered  out  Septem¬ 
ber  1,  1862. 

COMPANY  G. 

Carpenter,  M.  D.,  enlisted  August  26,  1861;  died  December  29,  1864,  in 
Fayette  county. 

Eggleston,  W.  K.,  enlisted  January  5,  1864. 

Fish,  William  B. 

Heustiss,  Benjamin,  enlisted  December  1,  1863;  died  August  8,  1864,  at 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 

Paris,  Charles  R.,  enlisted  January  1,  1864;  discharged  January  29, 
1864,  disability. 

Platt,  Josiah,  enlisted  December  29,  1863. 

Roberts,  John  B.,  enlisted  December  28,  1863. 

Ross,  Samuel  W.,  enlisted  December  28,  1863;  discharged  for  disability. 

Sales,  William  C.,  enlisted  December  29,  1863. 

company  1. 

Bonham,  M.  J.,  enlisted  March  25,  1864. 

COMPANY  K. 

Corp.  W.  B.  Herriman,  enlisted  July  18,  1862. 

Weikel,  George,  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January  1,  1864. 

Wolf,  Harrison. 
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COMPANY  M. 

Johnson,  Otis  I.,  enlisted  January  4,  1864. 

McCann,  Joseph  L.,  enlisted  January  4,  1864. 

Murray,  Abraham,  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January  5,  1864. 

Strickland,  Franklyn,  enlisted  January  4,  1864. 

UNASSIGNED  RECRUITS. 

Alford,  E.  M.,  enlisted  January  12,  1864. 

Cushman,  William  S.,  enlisted  January  12,  1864. 

Eggleston,  C.  B.,  enlisted  February  29,  1864. 

Gorham,  James,  enlisted  December  14,  1863. 

Jones,  Allen,  enlisted  January  23,  1864. 

Reynolds,  George,  enlisted  December  25,  1863. 

Sherrard,  David,  enlisted  December  14,  1863. 

Wood,  Lewis,  enlisted  January  12,  1864. 

SIXTH  CAVALRY. 

The  Sixth  Cavalry  was  recruited  in  1862,  and  was  sent  to  Dakota  Tei- 
ritory  under  General  Sully,  to  operate  against  the  Indians. 

The  command  left  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Cheyenne  on  the  21st  day  0 
August,  1863,  and,  on  the  3d  of  September,  participated  in  the  battle  of  White 
Stone  Hill.  From  the  official  report  of  Col.  D.  S.  Wilson,  of  that  date,  is 
condensed  the  following : 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d,  Colonel  Wilson  received  an  order  from 
the  general  commanding,  to  detail  one  battalion  from  his  command,  and,,  as 
it  was  the  turn  of  the  Third  Battalion  to  scout,  an  order  was  issued  directing 
Major  House  to  report  at  headquarters  for  instructions,  which  was.  promptly 
done.  Company  M  had  had  their  horses  used  up  by  constant  scouting.  The 
detail  for  the  scout  was  Company  C,  L.  L.  Ainsworth,  captain;  Company  I. 
L.  R.  Wolf,  captain;  Company  F,  S.  Shattuck,  captain;  and  Company  H,  ot 
Second  Battalion,  C.  J.  Marsh,  captain.  They  left  the  camp  at  an  early  lour. 
After  their  departure  the  brigade  took  up  its  line  of  march  to  a  point  ten 
miles  east  of  White  Stone  Hill.  Major  House  discovered  a  very  large,  body 
of  Indians  at  the  “Hill,”  and  commenced  a  parley  to  hold  them  while  lie 
dispatched  a  messenger  to  the  camp.  As  soon  as  the  messenger  arrived, 
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it  was  only  a  few  minutes  before  the  whole  command  was  on  its  way  to  the 
battlefield.  The  battle  at  once  began,  and  upon  the  Sixth  Iowa  devolved 
the  task  of  surrounding  the  Indians  and  driving  them  in.  On  every  side 
were  straggling  Indians,  endeavoring  to  escape.  The  main  body,  however, 
after  having  been  quietly  driven  quite  a  distance  toward  a  common  center, 
says  Colonel  Wilson,  “availed  themselves  of  the  darkness  that  was  coming  on 
by  suddenly  firing  upon  us,  which  fire,  although  entirely  unexpected,  was  im¬ 
mediately  returned  by  us  with  terrible  effect.”  Preperations  were  then 
made  to  continue  the  fight  on  foot,  but  darkness  prevented.  The  regiment 
went  into  camp  on  the  battlefield,  corralled  their  horses,  threw  out  pickets, 
and  the  command  slept  on  their  arms.  The  night  was  very  dark  and  very 
cold,  and  when  morning  came,  it  was  discovered  that  the  redskins,  under 
cover  of  the  thick  darkness,  had  stolen  away,  “leaving  the  country  strewed 
for  miles  around  with  their  meats,  provisions,  packs,  robes,  tepees,  goods  and 
ponies.”  In  this  engagement,  the  regiment  lost  one  commissioned  officer 
and  ten  privates,  and  had  eleven  wounded.  Colonel  Wilson  says  of  his 
field  and  line  officers:  “From  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  they  deserve  the 
most  favorable  consideration,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  almost  the  entire 
command  engaged.  Being  their  first  battle,  this  was  their  baptism  of  fire 
and  steel,  and  most  nobly  did  they  behave.  The  high  valor  earned  by  the 
noble  action  of  the  Iowa  troops  upon  the  bloody  fields  of  battle  has  not  been 
tarnished  by  the  gallant  Iowa  Sixth,  at  White  Stone  Hill.” 

On  July  28,  1864,  the  Sixth  had  a  hand  in  the  engagement  with  the  In¬ 
dians  at  Tahkahkutah,  where  the  redskins  occupied  a  secure  position  on  some 
steep  and  rocky  bluffs,  partly  covered  with  timber.  The  Indians  threw  out 
mounted  skirmishing  parties,  eight  or  ten  miles  in  advance  of  this  position, 
which  were  driven  back  to  the  bluffs.  The  Indians  were  then  shelled  out  of 
their  position  in  the  rocks,  and  forced  to  retreat  with  considerable  loss.  Au¬ 
gust  8th,  the  regiment,  which  had  camped  the  previous  night  on  the  Little 
Missouri,  had  a  skirmish  with  a  heavy  force  of  Indians,  and  on  the  following 
day  got  a  chance  to  charge  them  a  distance  of  over  two  miles,  killing  a  con¬ 
siderable  number.  The  regiment  remained  in  Dakota  until  winter,  bi¬ 
vouacked  at  Sioux  City  until  spring,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Sioux  City, 
Iowa,  October  17,  1865. 

Act.  A.  surgeon,  N.  B.  Elliot,  commissioned  December  18,  1862;  re¬ 
signed  February  27,  1863. 

Adjt.  Benjamin  J.  Agard,  enlisted  as  private  September  22,  1862; 
promoted  Adjutant  May  5,  1864. 
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COMPANY  C. 


Capt.  Lucian  L.  Ainsworth,  commissioned  January  31,  1863. 

First  Lieut.  George  E.  Dayton,  commissioned  January  31,  1863;  pro¬ 
moted  captain  Company  K,  March  4,  1864. 

First  Lieut.  Freeman  Iv.  Fisk,  enlisted  as  sergeant  September  22,  1863; 
promoted  second  lieutenant  June  30,  1864,  commissioned  first  lieutenant  March 

16,  1865. 

Second  Lieut.  Henry  Richel,  commissioned  January  31,  1863;  resigned 
June  29,  1864. 

Second  Lieut.  Warren  D.  tSafford,  enlisted  as  quartermaster  sergeant 
September  22,  1862;  commissioned  second  lieutenant  March  16,  1865. 

Com.  Sergt.  A.  Dorn,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Sergt.  William  F.  Crawford,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Sergt.  George  F.  Boardman,  enlisted  September  22,  1862.. 

Sergt.  Daniel  R.  Blaisdell,  enlisted  September  22,  1862;  discharged  May 

31,  1865,  disability. 

Sergt.  Tames  Holmes,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Corp.  John  L.  Davis,  enlisted  September  22,  1862;  discharged  May  4, 
1864,  disability. 

Corp.  R.  E.  Burlingham,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Corp.  Delos  W.  Eaton,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Corp.  A.  M.  Childs,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Corp.  William  Tripp,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Corp.  Merritt  Smith,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Corp.  C.  L.  Loomis,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Teamster  J.  Crawford,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Teamster  S.  W.  Osborn,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Saddler  James  E.  Bissell,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Agard,  B.  E.,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Burrett,  A.,  enlisted  Septembei  22,  1862. 

Burdin,  George,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Burrell,  William,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Buttles,  O.  F.,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Burnsides,  A.  G,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Barnes,  A.  S.,  enlisted  September  22,  1862.  . 

Clark,  Avery,  enlisted  September  22,  1862;  killed  Septembei  3,  i  >3,  m 

action  at  White  Stone  Mills,  D.  T.  . 

Conrad,  L.  D.,  enlisted  December  1,  1862;  discharged  July  29,  1805. 
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Cooley,  William  H.,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Crawford,  Arthur,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Conrad,  Orlando,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Connegan,  Frank,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Davis,  George  R.,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Eckman,  John,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Eaton,  W.  C.,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Foster,  Hiram,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Fortney,  Adam,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Farr,  Levi  L.,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Graves,  Harley,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Hubbell,  M.  S.,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Hamilton,  Benjamin,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Innis,  Robert,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Kellogg,  Hiram,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Long,  Moses  O.,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Luse,  J.  C.,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Middlestatts,  F.,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

McDongal,  Dougal,  enlisted  October  1,  1862;  discharged  April  21,  1863, 
disability. 

Nolan,  M.,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Ober,  Francis,  enlisted  September  18,  1862. 

Paine,  William  J.,  enlisted  September  23,  1862. 

Reeder,  Thomas,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Stoops,  W.  H.,  enlisted  September  18,  1862,  died  October  10,  1864, 
at  Ft.  Rice,  D.  T. 

Sawyer,  C.  A.,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Seeber,  H.  S.,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Sheek,  Fred,  enlisted  September  22,  1862;  discharged  December  26, 
1864,  disability. 

Tague,  John,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Tripp,  Willis,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Ungerer,  Michael,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Vansickle,  C.  V.,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Ward,  Robert,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Whitely,  George,  enlisted  October  4,  1862. 

Wade,  Isaac,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Winslow,  A.  P.,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Wickham,  Orison,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 
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Wickham,  R.,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Wakefield,  Jacob,  enlisted  September  22,  1862. 

Abernathy,  James,  enlisted  February  1,  1863. 

Budlong,  Judiah,  October  1,  1863. 

Mathis,  William  W.,  February  1,  1863. 

Roach,  M.  T.,  February  1,  1863. 

Bingham,  James  W.,  enlisted  March  19,  1864. 

Gray,  James  K.,  enlisted  March  31,  1864. 

Lackey,  Melvin,  enlisted  March  19,  1864. 

Maynard,  S.  J.,  enlisted  March  2,  1864. 

Shanklin,  M.  W.,  enlisted  March  31,  1864. 

Schermerhorn,  P.  B.,  October  17,  1864. 

COMPANY  I. 

Barnes,  B.  C.,  enlisted  November  1,  1862. 

Hatton,  Joseph  S.,  enlisted  November  22,  1862. 

Heath,  William  W.,  enlisted  December  1,  1862. 

McFarlan,  J.,  enlisted  January  1,  1862. 

Doxsee,  Charles,  enlisted  March  6,  1863. 

SEVENTH  CAVALRY. 

This  regiment  was  organized  at  Camp  Hendershott,  Davenport,  in  the 
summer  of  1863,  and  ordered  to  duty  against  the  Indians  in  Nebraska,  Da¬ 
kota,  Colorado  and  Kansas.  Portions  of  the  regiment  were  engaged  in  the 
battles  of  White  Stone  Hill,  Tahkahokutah,  Bad  Lands,  Little  Blue,  Julesburg, 
Mud  Springs,  Rush  Creek,  Horse  Creek,  Cow  Creek,  and  other  engagements, 
in  which  the  brave  Iowa  boys  fought  gallantly.  The  battle  of  Julesburg,  Colo¬ 
rado,  was  fought  by  Company  F,  under  Captain  O  Brien.  The  Indians  in 
large  numbers  had  attacked  a  train.  Captain  O’Brien  marched  to  its  assist¬ 
ance,  and  the  battle  continued  during  the  day.  The  company  lost  thirteen 
killed,  and  the  Indians  lost  fifty-five.  The  regiment  remained  on  the  plains 
fighting  Indians  until  1866  and  was  mustered  out  at  Leavenworth,  Kansas, 

May  17  of  that  year. 


COMPANY  E. 


McGee,  William,  enlisted  April  3,  1863. 
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COMPANY  F. 

Capt.  John  F.  Brown,  enlisted  as  first  sergeant  April  1,  1863;  commis¬ 
sioned  first  lieutenant  February  5,  1866;  commissioned  captain  February  10, 
1866;  discharged  as  first  lieutenant  May  5,  1866. 

First  Lieut.  John  S.  Brewer,  commissioned  June  3,  1863;  resigned 
November  3,  1865. 

Second  Lieut.  Salem  Morse,  enlisted  as  sergeant;  commissioned  second 
lieutenant  May  23,  1866. 

Sergt.  William  H.  Botsford,  enlisted  March  1,  1863. 

Corp.  David  Olmstead,  enlisted  March  28,  1863. 

Corp.  Elvin  Pratt,  enlisted  April  1,  1863. 

Corp.  George  Holmes,  enlisted  March  25,  1863. 

Corp.  D.  Lippincott,  enlisted  March  15,  1863;  killed  January  7,  1865,  in 
action. 

Farrier  Thomas  Green,  enlisted  February  5,  1863. 

Saddler  J.  D.  Nicoll,  enlisted  March  1,  1863. 

Asbury,  Thomas,  enlisted  April  1,  1863;  discharged  November  2,  1863, 
disability. 

Burroughs,  George  L.,  enlisted  April  14,  1863. 

Conner,  James,  enlisted  February  1,  1863;  died  October  5,  1864,  at  Ft. 
Cottonwood,  Dakota  Territory. 

Good,  James,  enlisted  May  1,  1863. 

Koons,  Anthony,  enlisted  February  5,  1863;  killed  January  7,  1865,  at 
Julesburg,  Colorado  Territory,  in  battle. 

Larson,  James,  enlisted  April  1,  1863. 

Moore,  E.  D.,  enlisted  April  15,  1863;  killed  January  7,  1864,  at  Jules¬ 
burg,  Colorado  Teritory,  in  battle. 

Nichols,  Jerome,  enlisted  April  1,  1863;  discharged  by  civil  authority, 
June  23,  1863. 

Raymond,  William,  enlisted  March  1,  1863. 

Scott,  Thomas,  enlisted  April  1,  1863;  killed  January  7,  1865,  at  Jules¬ 
burg,  Colorado  Territory,  in  action. 

Wagle,  C.  T.,  enlisted  February  18,  1863. 

Woodruff,  M.,  enlisted  April  1,  1863. 

Wilson,  Thomas,  enlisted  April  1,  1863;  discharged  November  2,  1863, 
disability. 

Wickman,  John  S.,  enlisted  April  1,  1863;  died  July  28,  1863,  in  regi¬ 
mental  hospital. 
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COMPANY  UNKNOWN. 

Baker,  Charles,  enlisted  April  n,  1864. 

Bennett,  L.  S.,  enlisted  April  16,  1864. 

NINTH  CAVALRY. 

This  regiment,  organized  by  Col.  Matthew  M.  Trumbull,  was  the  last  of 
the  three-year  regiments  recruited  in  Iowa.  It  was  organized  at  Davenport, 
November  30,  1863,  and  ordered  to  Arkansas,  where  it  remained  performing 
heavy  scouting,  guard  and  garrison  duties,  until  the  close  of  the  war  and  was 
mustered  out  February  3,  1866. 


COMPANY  E. 

First  Lieut.  Mark  Gilbert,  commissioned  November  30,  1863;  resigned 
September  8,  1864. 

First  Lieut.  Henry  W.  Harmon,  commissioned  second  lieutenant  Novem¬ 
ber  30,  1862;  commissioned  first  lieutenant  September  9,  1864,  lesigned  July 

3,  1865. 

Second  Lieut.  Walstein  Davis,  enlisted  as  private;  commissioned  second 
lieutenant  July  4,  1865. 

Quartermaster  Sergt.  H.  A.  Beck,  enlisted  August  17,  1863. 

Com.  Sergt.  Thomas  H.  Karfman,  enlisted  July  4,  1863. 

Sergt.  William  C.  Foster,  enlisted  July  15,  1863;  died  August  14,  1864, 

at  Duvall’s  Bluff,  Arkansas. 

Corp.  James  E.  Carter,  enlisted  July  20,  1863. 

Corp.  Patten  Davis,  enlisted  August  25,  1863;  died  March  26,  1864,  at 
St.  Louis. 

Corp.  Jeptha  Funson,  enlisted  July  1,  1863. 

Corp.  A.  C.  Carson,  enlisted  July  1,  1863. 

Trumpeter  E.  Evenson,  enlisted  July  2,  1863. 

Farrier  George  V.  Davis,  enlisted  October  9,  1863. 

Farrier  Joseph  E.  Conrad,  enlisted  September  23,  1863. 

Saddler  John  M.  Detrick,  enlisted  July  15,  1863. 

Anderson,  John,  enlisted  July  25,  1863;  died  April  25,  1865,  at  Browns¬ 
ville  Station,  Arkansas. 

-  Baker,  Milo  C.,  enlisted  June  30,  1863  ;  died  October  24,  1864,  at  Browns¬ 
ville  Station,  Arkansas. 

(17) 


258 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


Bradley,  C.  T.,  enlisted  August  11,  1863;  died  September  21,  1864,  at 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 

Brown,  A.,  enlisted  July  29,  1863;  died  December  24,  1864,  near  Hickory 
Plains,  Arkansas. 

Dutcher,  Charles  E.,  enlisted  August  1,  1863. 

Dershan,  William,  enlisted  July  6,  1863. 

Howe,  Isaac  J.,  enlisted  July  21,  1863. 

Iliff,  Jasper  N.,  enlisted  July  1,  1863. 

Ivibbe,  L.  J.,  enlisted  July  25,  1863. 

Linnell,  S.  G.,  enlisted  June  9,  1863. 

Learn,  Samuel,  enlisted  June  25,  1863. 

Lathan,  F.  B.,  enlisted  October  3,  1863. 

Monnahan,  J.  P.,  enlisted  October  1,  1863. 

Oleson,  Emerick,  enlisted  July  29,  1863. 

Pringle,  Robert,  enlisted  July  20,  1863. 

Rogers,  L.  D.,  enlisted  June  18,  1863. 

Rhoades,  John,  enlisted  October  1,  1863. 

Staddon,  James,  enlisted  June  19,  1863. 

Stafford,  L.,  enlisted  July  3,  1863. 

Sergeant,  P.  W.,  enlisted  July  22,  1863. 

Stone,  Daniel  E.,  enlisted  July  18,  1863. 

Shook,  Charles  F.,  enlisted  July  18,  1863. 

Schwartz,  Fred  K.,  enlisted  August  8,  1863. 

Shannon,  Thomas,  enlisted  October  6,  1863. 

Tripp,  William  R.,  enlisted  August  24,  1863. 

Thompson,  C.  S.,  enlisted  November  3,  1863. 

Taylor,  David,  enlisted  July  15,  1863. 

Wright,  Royal  R.,  enlisted  November  1,  1863. 

COMPANY  F. 

Lee,  Jasper,  enlisted  December  26,  1863. 

SECOND  CAVALRY. 

Gifford,  Elias,  enlisted  December  7,  1863;  mustered  out  September  19, 
1865. 

Wood,  Elias,  enlisted  December  4,  1863;  died  March  9,  1864,  at  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee. 
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Davis,  S.  J.,  enlisted  January  2,  1864;  mustered  out  September  19,  1865. 

Wood,  Levi,  enlisted  January  2,  1864;  wounded  December  15,  1864,  at 
Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Desart,  John,  enlisted  December  15,  1863;  died  June  19,  1864,  at  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tennessee. 

Logan,  Lyman,  enlisted  December  15,  1863;  mustered  out  September 
19,  1865. 

Clark,  Charles  W.,  enlisted  December  15,  1863;  wounded. 

Conner,  Benjamin,  enlisted  September  15,  1864;  died  February  19,  1865, 
at  Memphis. 

Linn,  William  H.,  enlisted  January  4,  1864;  mustered  out  September  19, 
1865. 

Bartlett,  William,  enlisted  August  4,  1861 ;  deserted  at  Rienzi,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  July  18,  1862. 

Hurd,  James,  mustered  out  September  19,  1865. 

FOURTH  CAVALRY. 

Color-Sergt.  L.  D.  Wellman,  enlisted  December  12,  1863;  wounded. 

Flinn,  Lewis,  enlisted  September  25,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  December  12, 
1863. 

Platt,  Milton,  enlisted  September  25,  1861 ;  wounded  October  11,  1862. 

Nash,  Cassius  M.,  enlisted  January  11,  1864;  mustered  out  August  10, 
1865. 

FIFTH  VETERAN  CAVALRY,  CONSOLIDATED. 

Davis,  L.  B.,  enlisted  April  11,  1864;  mustered  out  August  11,  1865. 

Earle,  S.  M.,  enlisted  April  25,  1864;  mustered  out  August  11,  1865. 

Simar,  Anson  E.,  enlisted  April,  1864;  mustered  out  August  11,  1865. 

Corp.  Hela  C.  Sprague,  enlisted  July  1,  1861;  re-enlisted  as  veteran 
January  5,  1864,  mustered  out  August  11,  1865. 

Sprague,  Henan,  enlisted  July  1,  1861 ;  re-enlisted  as  veteran  January 
5,  1864,  mustered  out  August  11,  1865. 

FIRST  MISSOURI  CAVALRY,  STATE  MILITIA. 

Sergt.  Norton  B.  Johnson,  enlisted  June  14,  1862. 

Musician  David  H.  Johnson,  enlisted  July  15,  1863. 
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TWELFTH  ILLINOIS  CAVALRY. 

Hayward,  John  F.,  enlisted  December  6,  1861. 

Mills,  M.  P.,  enlisted  December  6,  1861. 

Newcomb,  Clark,  enlisted  December  6,  1861. 

Pattie,  A.  D.,  enlisted  December  6,  i86i. 

ARTILLERY - SECOND  BATTERY. 

Spencer,  James,  enlisted  September  9,  1864;  mustered  out  August  7, 
1865. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


EDUCATIONAL  HISTORY  OF  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

“Tell  me  a  tale  of  the  airly  days — 

Of  the  times  as  they  ust  to  be.” 

Wherever  the  Anglo-Saxon  takes  his  family,  he  takes  his  ideals,  and  he 
usually  keeps  his  ideals  near  enough  to  the  real  so  that  he  can  reach  them. 
However  numerous  the  difficulties,  and  however  great  the  privations,  he  has 
ever  striven  to  educate  himself,  and  he  has  given  to  his  descendants  better  ad¬ 
vantages  than  he  himself  has  had.  Though  he  came  to  Iowa  from  the  frontier 
woods  and  prairies,  or  the  developed  cities  of  the  East,  he  brought  with  him 
a  desire  to  give  to  his  children  better  training  than  he  had. 

It  was  with  these  people  that  Fayette  county  first  became  settled.  It  was 
these  people  who  gave  to  Fayette  county  her  early  history,  and  although  these 
people  themselves,  many  of  them,  have  long  since  gone  to  their  reward,  traces 
of  their  ideals  are  as  plainly  marked  as  were  the  trails  of  the  red  men  across 
our  unbroken  prairies  in  the  days  when  they  lived.  The  history  of  these  lug¬ 
ged  pioneers  is  written  with  the  indelible  pen  of  progress,  and  no  pages  are 
more  legible  than  those  of  their  early  schools,  plus  theii  ideals,  that  have 
grown  into  our  schools  of  today. 

Many  of  these  mighty  writers  are  gone,  and  of  those  who  remain,  only 
a  few  can  be  found  who  remember,  in  detail,  the  beginning  of  our  public 
school  system  in  Fayette  county.  Nearly  sixty  years  have  passed  since  this 
beginning.  No  trace  now  remains  of  the  old  log  school  house,  with  its  dirt 
or  puncheon  floor)  with  its  puncheon  benches  set  around  the  wall,  and  punch 
eon  door;  with  its  windows,  sometimes  on  one  side  only  and  sometimes  on 
two,  made  by  taking  out  a  log  and  leaving  the  hole  open  or  coveiing  it  with 
greased  paper;  with  its  fireplace  and  back-log.  The  lonely  path  to  the  school, 
where  the  children  often  encountered  wolves,  deer,  and  wild  turkey,  and  some¬ 
times  saw  a  bear  or  wild  cat,  are  now  fenced  highways  with  bowing  grain  and 
lowing  herds  on  every  side. 
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“Beside  yon  lonely  path,  in  rural  school, 

The  master  sought  his  little  flock  to  rule. 

The  neighbors  all  declared  how  much  he  knew ; 

’Twas  certain  he  could  write  and  cipher  too; 

Lands  he  could  measure,  terms  and  tides  presage, 

And  even  the  story  ran  that  he  could  gauge. 

In  arguing,  too,  the  parson  owned  his  skill ; 

For  e’en  though  vanquished,  he  could  argue  still; 

While  words  of  learned  length  and  thundering  sound 
Amazed  the  gazing  rustics  ranged  around, 

And  still  they  gazed  and  still  the  wonder  grew 
That  one  small  head  should  carry  all  he  knew.” 

But  how  different  is  our  history  from  that  indicated  in  Goldsmith’s  next 
line.  He  says,  “But  past  is  all  his  fame.”  We  must  say,  “But  alive  is  all  his 
fame.”  Goldsmith  further  says,  “The  very  spot,  where  many  a  time  he 
triumphed,  is  forgot.”  Though  we  may  have  forgotten  the  names  of  many 
of  our  early  teachers  in  Fayette  county,  if  we  ever  knew  them;  though  we 
may  have  forgotten  that  they  sometimes  taught  in  private  houses  for  one  dol¬ 
lar  per  week,  and  “boarded  ’round;”  though  we  may  have  forgotten  that  the 
term  lasted  only  a  few  weeks  in  the  year ;  though  we  may  have  forgotten  that 
there  were  as  many  different  kinds  of  text  books  as  there  were  different 
families  in  the  neighborhood, — we  have  not  forgotten,  nor  can  we  forget, 
that  in  these  schools  lessons  were  so  well  taught  that  those  pupils  have  made 
Fayette  county  one  of  the  most  enlightened,  prosperous  and  patriotic  counties 
in  Iowa;  and  the  teachers  of  today,  though  provided  with  most  of  the  equip¬ 
ment  known  to  modern  education,  have  a  task  to  teach  these  lessons  equally 
well. 

The  following  figures,  taken  from  the  county  superintendent’s  report  for 
the  year  1909,  show,  in  brief,  something  of  the  magnitude  of  our  school  sys¬ 


tem  at  the  present  time : 

Number  of  school  houses  .  . .  191 

Number  of  school  rooms .  254 

Value  of  school  houses . $244,860 

Average  number  of  months  in  school  year .  8.4 

Teachers  employed — Males  .  24 

Teachers  employed — Females  .  323 

Amount  paid  teachers  in  1908-9 .  $88,543.56 
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Number  of  pupils  between  five  and  twenty-one,  males.  .  4>59& 
Number  of  pupils  between  five  and  twenty-one,  females.  4>45^ 

Volumes  in  libraries  .  i7j^3° 

Value  of  apparatus  .  12,840 

Average  compensation  paid — Males .  $7°-35 

Average  compensation  paid — Females .  $39-8° 


Every  city,  town  and  village  now  has  a  graded  school  system,  and  the 
rural  schools  have  been  so  far  graded  that  since  I9°S  they  have  held  rural 
school  commencements  each  summer,  where  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  country 
boys  and  girls  have  taken  diplomas,  showing  that  they  have  completed  the 
first  eight  years  of  the  school  course,  which  diplomas  admit  them  to  any  high 
schools  in  the  county. 

[The  preceding  article  by  Hon.  H.  L.  Adams  is  not  intended  to  be  ex¬ 
haustive,  but  simply  an  introduction  to  the  subject  of  education,  the  minutiae 
of  which  appears  in  connection  with  the  history  of  the  townships,  towns  and 
villages  under  their  proper  classification. — Editor.] 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  FAYETTE. 

The  first  school  taught  in  the  vicinity  of  Fayette  was  presided  over  by 
a  Miss  Adaline  Fuller,  a  young  lady  who  came  into  the  neighborhood  with 
the  family  of  Clark  Newcomb  late  in  1850  or  very  early  in  1851.  The  school 
was  kept  during  the  summer  of  1851,  and  probably  for  several  terms  theie- 
after.  in  the  log  cabin  known  as  the  “Wilcox  place.  This  cabin  stood  on  the 
west  bank  of  Spring  creek  just  at  the  spot  where  a  little  bridge  now  spans  the 
stream  a  short  distance  west  of  the  residence  of  A.  N.  McGarvey  and  about 
forty  rods  north  of  the  house  long  known  as  the  “Lamb  place,”  but  at  that 
time  the  residence  of  Col.  Robert  Alexander.  How  long  the  school  was 
housed  in  the  old  “Wilcox  place”  is  not  definitely  known,  but  probably  until 
the  log  school  house  was  built  in  the  spring  of  1853.  The  school  as  taught 
at  that  place  was  composed  of  pupils  from  the  families  of  Robert  Alexandei, 
James  E.  Robertson,  Samuel  H.  Robertson,  Dr.  (afterwards  Colonel)  Aaron 
Brown  and  N.  N.  Sykes.  Meantime  other  families  came  into  the  community, 
the  Dooleys,  the  Osborns,  the  Andersons,  the  Crowes  and  the  Bogues,  so  that 
greater  conveniences  and  a  more  central  location  were  demanded.  It  must 
be  remembered,  too,  that  the  numerical  ratio  between  pupils  and  families  was 
not  the  same  then  as  now.  That  was  not  an  age  of  “race  suicide.”  One 
family  invoiced  twenty-five  children  and  two  other  families  in  an  adjoining 
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district  registered  eighteen  children  each.  A  school  house  was  a  necessity. 
The  location  chosen  was  in  a  beautiful  grove  about  four  rods  southeast  of  the 
present  residence  of  Charles  Follett  in  the  west  part  of  town.  It  was  built  of 
logs,  rolled  up  in  the  rough  and  “scalped  down”  on  the  inside,  was  about 
sixteen  by  eighteen  feet  in  size,  had  four  windows,  each  having  six  panes  of 
eight-by-ten  glass.  A  desk  was  built  around  the  sides,  with  a  bench  in  front, 
on  which  the  pupils  might  sit  facing  either  way.  In  the  fall  of  1855  regular 
desks  were  put  in  and  the  ceiling  was  lathed  and  plastered.  The  winter  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  attendance  reached  fifty-three.  The  teachers  were  expected  to 
“board  around”  up  to  the  spring  of  1856,  when  the  custom  was  discontinued. 

How  many  terms  Miss  Fuller  taught  in  the  school  is  a  matter  neither  of 
record  nor  of  tradition.  It  was  long  enough,  however,  to  make  a  lasting  im¬ 
pression  on  the  pupils.  She  is  remembered  as  a  pleasant  lady,  a  faithful, 
painstaking  instructor,  striving  in  every  way  to  accomplish  the  best  for  those 
under  her  care.  Miss  Louisa  Newcomb  taught  in  the  summer  of  1855,  and 
I.  L.  Paine  in  the  winter  of  1855-6.  E.  R.  Mulnix  and  Mrs.  Desdemona 
Dunham  Mulnix  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1856,  followed  in  the  winter 
by  Wellington  Goodrich. 

Fayette  Seminary  opened  January  7,  1857,  and  shortly  afterwards  a 
primary  department  was  established  and  for  a  time  took  the  place  of  the  public 
school.  This  course  seemed  the  more  necessary  inasmuch  as  the  log  school 
house  had  been  erected  on  private  land,  and  in  the  booming  days  of  1857  had 
been  sold,  its  days  of  usefulness  being  considered  ended.  A  building  on  Main 
street,  owned  by  George  Smith,  was  next  used  for  school  purposes,  some  of  the 
time  for  select  school,  at  other  times  for  public  school.  Later,  probably  in 
i860,  a  building  which  had  been  erected  by  Colonel  Alexander  a  mile  or  so  to 
the  northeast  of  the  geographical  center  of  the  county,  hoping  to  have  the 
county  seat  located  there,  and  had  been  moved  to  a  lot  on  West  Water  street, 
owned  by  Fleming  Jones,  was  used  for  school  purposes.  It  is  also  probable 
that  both  buildings  were  in  use  at  the  same  time  during  some  parts  of  the 


year. 

No  records  have  been  found  prior  to  1862.  The  recollections  of  the 
people,  especially  those  who  attended  school  in  those  days,  are  the  only  sources 
of  information.  These  recollections  give  the  following  named  persons  as 
having  taught  in  one  or  both  of  these  rooms  :  Fred  A.  Mitchell,  Mary  Martell, 
Celia  Dayton,  Christiana  Beane,  Miss  Doud,  Miss  Farrar,  D.  Lorin  Bugbee, 
Miss  Barrett,  David  C.  Sperry,  Jennie  Cole,  George  Dayton,  Miss  Eaton,  Miss 
Wiltse,  Marian  Babcock  and  N.  S.  Harwood. 

The  earliest  record  that  has  been  found  bears  date  of  October  8,  1862. 
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On  that  date  a  meeting  of  the  electors  was  held  at  the  school  house  on  Water 
street  and  D.  Vines  was  elected  president  of  the  board;  E.  A.  Hallock,  vice- 
president  ;  H.  M.  Burch,  secretary,  and  Dr.  D.  Alexander,  M.  B.  Norton  and 
Alex  Winston,  directors.  It  was  decided  to  maintain  three  schools  during- 
the  ensuing  winter,  two  in  Fayette  and  one  in  Westfield.  The  Fayette  teach¬ 
ers  were  paid  eighteen  per  month  each  and  the  Westfield  teacher  thirteen  dol¬ 
lars.  Rooms  were  rented  from  D.  Vines,  Andrew  Doty  and  P.  D.  Gardner. 
In  February,  1863,  board  provided  for  two  schools  for  the  spring  term, 
one  in  Fayette  and  one  in  Westfield,  in  the  Vines  and  Doty  rooms.  At  this 
same  meeting,  D.  Vines,  E.  A.  Hallock  and  H.  M.  Burch  appointed  a  commit¬ 
tee  “to  get  plans  for  school  house.” 

Simeon  Henry  Drake,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Upper  Iowa  Uni¬ 
versity  at  the  preceding  commencement,  was  employed  to  teach  the  Fayette 
school,  but  resigned  November  23d  to  enter  the  army. 

On  April  18,  1864,  a  tax  of  one  mill  was  levied  for  a  teachers’  fund 
and  one  and  a  half  mills  for  a  contingent  fund.  Rooms  were  rented  for 
the  winter  of  1864-5  °f  Charles  Hoyt  and  Fred  Cain.  January  28,  1865, 
lots  were  purchased  of  Edwin  Cave  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  in 
March  following  it  was  decided  to  build  a  brick  school  house.  In  April, 
1865,  a  tax  of  ten  mills  was  voted  for  school  house  funds,  and  on  February 
1,  1866,  plans  and  specifications  for  a  school  house,  prepared  by  G.  P.  Randall 
of  Chicago,  were  adopted.  For  some  reason  these  plans  were  not  used,  but 
had  to  be  paid  for  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  dollars.  The 
plans  of  Rev.  Mr.  Skinner  were  finally  adopted  as  a  basis  for  the  work  of  con¬ 
struction.  A  room  for  the  winter  term  of  1865-6  was  rented  from  Mrs.  E. 
Alexander,  and  Miss  Catherine  Alexander  was  one  of  the  teachers.  The 
subjects  taught  were  orthography,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  grammar  and 
geography. 

The  records  do  not  so  state  directly,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  schools 
were  first  housed  in  their  own  building,  the  one  that  now  accommodates  the 
first  six  grades,  in  the  winter  of  1866-7,  two  teachers  only  being  employed, 
William  C.  McNeal  and  Elizabeth  Strayer.  In  the  ensuing  fall  only  two 
teachers  were  employed,  Miss  Kate  Wilcox  and  Miss  Jennie  Cole.  By  win¬ 
ter  the  two  upper  rooms  were  occupied,  thus  utilizing  the  whole  of  the  house 
as  then  constructed,  and  Ella  Ridpath  and  Carrie  Robertson  were  added  to 
the  teaching  force.  Miss  Ridpath  resigned  before  the  close  of  the  term  and 
it  was  completed  by  Ben.  W.  Facy,  now  Judge  Facy,  of  Dubuque. 

On  April  28,  1868,  the  following  teachers  were  elected  for  three  months: 
C.  W.  Wright,  principal,  William  Garrison,  Jennie  Cole,  and  Carrie  Robert- 
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son.  Previous  to  that  time  the  records  are  silent  as  to  the  names  of  teachers 
except  in  the  cases  mentioned.  From  that  time  onward  the  principals  and 
teachers  came  in  the  order  given  in  their  respective  lists.  The  annals  thus 
far  given  have  been  necessarily  dependent  largely  on  the  memory  of  the  older 
members  of  the  community. 

Daniel  Vines  was  president  of  the  board  from  1862  until  1870,  M.  C. 
Sperry,  D.  Shaffer,  J.  L.  Paine  and  A.  Winston  from  that  time  until  1874, 
and  Allen  Holmes  from  that  date  till  1880.  The  following  list  gives  names 
and  tenures  of  subsequent  incumbents :  Amos  Matthews,  five  years ;  G.  R. 
Edmunds,  one  year;  J.  E.  Robertson,  one  year;  J.  W.  McLean,  two  years; 
Ed  Kelley,  four  years;  J.  H.  Boyce,  three  years;  Ed.  Kelley,  three  years;  J. 
W.  McLean,  two  years;  F.  E.  Sanders,  one  year;  M.  J.  Hartman,  nine  years. 

The  names  of  those  who  have  held  the  office  of  secretary  from  1862  to 
1910  are:  H.  M.  Burch,  S.  E.  Waterbury,  M.  F.  Billings,  P.  R.  Woods,  E. 
C.  Howe,  W.  F.  Boyce,  John  E.  Fowells,  A.  J.  Berkstresser,  W.  M.  Rickert 
and  George  M.  McCann.  The  office  of  treasurer  has  been  filled  by  J.  L. 
Grannis,  Thomas  Fowells,  S.  E.  Waterbury  and  C.  R.  Carpenter. 

At  the  March  meeting  of  1881  a  tax  of  eight  hundred  dollars  was  voted 
with  which  to  build  the  addition  on  the  west  side  of  the  grade  building,  thus 
furnishing  six  rooms,  and  when  these  became  insufficient  to  properly  accom¬ 
modate  the  increasing  attendance,  a  room  was  secured  for  a  time  over  George 
Scobey ’s  store.  At  length,  on  March  14,  1898,  a  tax  was  voted  with  which 
to  erect  the  present  commodious  high  school  building.  This  was  occupied 
in  the  fall  of  1900,  since  which  time  the  schools  have  been  under  the  direction 
of  Superintendents  L.  T.  Newton,  J.  E.  Moore  and  C.  D.  McGoon.  Harold 
S.  Craig  has  been  elected  to  the  position,  to  begin  his  work  in  the  fall  of  1910. 
Principals  and  teachers  from  1868  to  1910  have  been  as  follows: 
Principals — C.  W.  Wright,  J.  C.  Magee,  J.  W.  Callender,  Sarah  E. 
Preston,  Rev.  W.  H.  Miller,  M.  J.  Goodrich,  Chauncey  Burch,  T.  F.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Mariott,  Sarah  B.  Scobey,  J.  S.  VanDyke,  C.  A.  Husband,  J.  B.  Knoep- 
fler,  P.  R.  Woods,  H.  F.  Kling,  S.  S.  Wright,  J.  W.  Wyatt,  F.  H.  Bloodgood, 

A.  E.  Chapman,  C.  F.  Geiser,  F.  E.  Finch,  Mable  Lossing  and  Eleanor  Gar¬ 
rison. 

Teachers — William  Garrison,  Susie  James,  Lydia  Butler,  Maxie  Patter¬ 
son,  George  Gregory,  Lucretia  Brunson,  D.  L.  Bugbee,  S.  A.  Rafter,  Sarah 

B.  Scobey,  Nellie  Aldrich,  Lucretia  Parsons,  Emma  Potter,  Mattie  Boyce, 
Nettie  Barnard,  Miss  Palmer,  Ella  Lee,  Fannie  Alexander,  Grace  Strong, 
Elizabeth  Woodward,  Emma  Rice,  Mary  Ordway,  Miss  Van  De  Mark,  Hettie 
Latimer,  Miss  Sanford,  Alsina  Boardman,  Belle  Fowells,  Miss  Appleman, 
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Carrie  Scobey,  Nellie  A.  Jones,  Willa  Holmes,  Miss  L.  C.  Holmes,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Sayles,  Abbie  Woodward,  Hattie  Thornton,  Della  Mack,  Alma 
Muffly,  Elva  Welling,  Sarah  Cavanaugh,  T.  V.  Hunt,  Mrs.  R.  W.  Temple, 
Mary  D.  Hatch,  Sylvia  Markham,  Ella  Widger,  Dell  Noble,  Ina  Hayward, 
Fannie  Grannis,  George  W.  Cotton,  Joanna  Davis,  Marilla  Mathews,  Mrs.  A. 
E.  Chesley,  Anna  Fowells,  Mary  Bailey,  Anna  L.  Huie,  Harriet  Bogert, 
Lucy  A.  Hunt,  Ida  S.  Will,  Mrs.  Boale,  Edith  F.  Ellsbury,  L.  Belle  Mathews, 
E.  Emah  Will,  Day  L.  Grannis,  Josephine  Burling,  Hattie  McLean,  Ada  L. 
Whitley,  Minnie  Taylor,  Etta  Eldredge,  Sue  M.  Merriam,  Matie  Alexander, 
Lillian  Miles,  Lillian  Will,  Dollie  Twitched,  Edith  Snowden,  Esther  O’Neal, 
Miriam  Confare,  Georgia  Stafford,  Edith  Lockridge,  Lena  Walker,  Mildred 
Simonds,  Bessie  Darling,  Dora  Carter,  Josephine  Liers,  Myra  Finney,  Lillian 
Ludwig,  Erma  Cole,  C.  D.  McGoon,  T.  M.  E.  Peck,  Martha  Paulus,  Enah 
Hill,  Hadwin  Williams,  Edna  Dorman,  Herbert  Percy-Hames,  Jessie  Manson 
and  Mrs.  H.  W.  Troy.  Since  the  introduction  of  music  and  art,  Misses 
Violet  Hammond,  Cora  S.  Jones  and  Enah  Hill  have  taught  the  former,  and 
Mrs.  Mabel  L.  Patterson,  Miss  Nellie  Stevenson  and  Prof.  Frank  J.  Davis, 

the  latter. 

UPPER  IOWA  UNIVERSITY. 

One  afternoon  in  the  fall  of  1854  a  mother,  in  the  vicinity  of  Fayette, 
asked  her  presiding  elder  what  it  would  cost  to  send  two  of  her  daughters 
away  to  the  nearest  college.  “About  a  thousand  dollars  apiece  to  send  them 
through  college,”  was  his  reply.  “Why  can’t  we  have  a  college  here  for 
our  children?”  was  her  next  question,  to  which  the  elder  replied,  “Why  not? 
The  woman  who  is  therefore  entitled  to  the  credit  of  having  first  suggested 
a  college  at  Fayette  was  Mrs.  Robert  Alexander  and  the  presiding  eldei  who 
joined  in  the  thought  was  Rev.  H.  S.  Bronson.  May  these  ne\ei  be  foi- 

gotten  by  the  youth  of  northern  Iowa ! 

In  a  subsequent  conversation  between  Mrs.  Alexander,  Samuel  Robeit- 
son,  James  Robertson  and  others,  the  need  of  a  Christian  educational  institu¬ 
tion  for  northern  Iowa  was  discussed  and  a  lively  hope  developed.  But  to 
talk  about  building  a  college  and  to  build  a  college  are  two  very  different 
propositions.  To  do  the  former  is  inexpensive,  to  do  the  latter  takes  money. 

There  was  only  one  man  in  the  county  at  that  time  who  had  any  considei- 
able  amount  of  monev  and  that  man  was  Robert  Alexander,  husband  of  the 
woman  who  longed  for  the  college.  Mr.  Alexander  was  a  typical  frontiers¬ 
man.  He  was  at  this  time  sixty  years  of  age,  not  a  Christian,  but  a  man  of 
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energy,  courage  and  power.  He  had  moved  from  Indiana  to  this  locality 
in  1849,  coming  all  the  way  by  team.  His  sons-in-law,  Samuel  and  James 
Robertson,  had  come  with  him.  In  the  previous  twenty  years  he  had  accu¬ 
mulated  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  which  he  brought  with  him  in  gold.  A 
part  of  this  he  invested  in  land,  including  that  upon  which  Fayette  now  stands, 
until  by  1854  he  possessed  an  aggregate  of  eight  thousand  acres. 

To  this  busy,  worldly  man  came  his  wife  and  the  others  interested  in 
the  founding  of  a  college,  urging  the  following  propositions:  (1)  the  great 
need  of  better  educational  facilities  for  the  locality;  (2)  the  influence  that 
a  college  would  have  to  draw  settlers  to  the  vicinity;  (3)  the  fact  that  the 
best  people  would  be  attracted  by  the  college;  (4)  the  consequent  influence 
of  the  college  to  rapidly  increase  land  values.  The  plan  appealed  to  the 
judgment  of  Mr.  Alexander  and  at  the  urgent  request  of  his  wife  he  started 
the  project  with  a  cash  subscription  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Samuel  Robertson  made  a  cash  subscription  of  five  thousand  dollars, 
and  gave  ten  acres  of  land  for  the  campus.  James  E.  Robertson  also  made 
a  cash  subscription.  Thus  the  enterprise,  which  was  destined  to  have  such 
a  mighty  influence  for  good  throughout  the  county,  the  state,  the  nation  and 
reaching  even  in  tremendous  power  to  foreign  lands,  was  inaugurated. 

Long  live  the  memory  of  those  who  founded  our  institution !  They 
were  of  the  salt  of  the  earth.  They  were  men  and  women  of  vision.  They 
had  come  to  a  new  country  to  blaze  a  way  for  civilization  and  fight  the  battle 
of  life  in  “God’s  free  out  of  doors.”  They  had  faith  in  the  future  possibili¬ 
ties  of  the  country,  hope  for  its  speedy  development,  and  love  for  the  children 
growing  up  around  them.  They  foresaw  that  the  greatest  and  most 
permanent  good  which  could  possibly  be  accomplished  for  the  community  would 
be  the  founding  of  an  educational  institution  for  the  youth  of  the  land. 

The  undertaking  was  begun  as  a  private  enterprise.  Motives  of  private 
gain  were  present  as  stimulating  forces  in  the  beginning.  But  what  nobler 
ideas  could  have  impelled  the  early  pioneers  in  their  efforts  to  increase  land 
values?  The  best  settlers  were  to  be  attracted  to  Fayette  county  by  the 
presence  of  a  paramount  civilizer — an  educational  institution  of  higher  learn¬ 
ing. 

It  was  in  the  winter  of  1854-5  that  an  organization  was  effected  for  the 
purpose  of  founding  the  school  and  erecting  the  building.  There  was  at 
this  time  no  town  of  Fayette.  The  site  selected  for  the  building  and  the  ten 
acres  donated  by  Samuel  Robertson  for  the  campus  lay  on  a  rise  of  ground  in 
the  open  field.  The  only  houses  near  were  those  of  James  and  Samuel  Rob¬ 
ertson.  The  college  was  located  and  then  the  land  platted  and  the  town 
built  around  it. 
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During  the  following  summer  (1855)  the  main  building  (for  many  years 
called  the  Seminary  building)  was  begun  and  the  walls  of  the  first  story 
erected.  The  first  plan  was  to  build  of  rubble  stone,  and  the  contract  was  let 
to  John  A.  Griffith,  of  Auburn,  for  eight  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Griffith 
employed  Charles  West,  then  a  young  man  who  had  recently  come  from 
Brooklyn  to  West  Union,  as  foreman  of  the  job.  When  Mr.  West  reached 
Fayette  (just  beginning  to  build)  and  investigated  the  quarries  he  found 
the  stone  of  such  excellent  quality  that  he  strongly  urged  the  abandonment 
of  the  first  plan  and  the  erection  of  a  more  substantial  building  made  of  cut 
stone.  The  first  contract  was  accordingly  cancelled  and  a  new  contract  en¬ 
tered  into  with  Griffith  and  West.  The  new  contract  called  for  twenty 
thousand  dollars  to  enclose  and  roof  the  building  and  a  subscription  contract 
provided  for  the  interior  finishing  for  the  added  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
making  the  entire  first  cost  of  the  main  building  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

In  the  fall  the  private  company  which  had  begun  the  enterpiise  decided 
to  offer  the  seminary  to  the  Iowa  conference,  and  nominated  the  following 
board  of  trustees:  H.  S.  Bronson,  H.  W.  Reed,  John  Webb,  Perry  Perkins,  S. 
M.  Leach,  J.  H.  Maxon,  J.  R.  Cameron,  A.  J.  Kynett,  C.  R.  Bent,  J.  E.  Rob¬ 
ertson,  L.  S.  Ashbaugh,  J.  S.  Brewer,  S.  H.  Robertson,  J.  A.  Griffith,  Moses 

Pridmore,  T.  J.  Plazlett,  William  Logan  and  J.  W.  Foster. 

The  offer  was  accepted  by  the  conference  and  the  nominations  for  trustees 
confirmed.  Under  the  direction  of  this  board,  work  was  continued  on  the 
building  during  the  year  1856  with  such  energy  that  by  January  7,  1857, 
the  first  story  was  ready  for  occupancy.  During  the  summer  of  1856  the 
board  of  trustees  had  selected  Rev.  William  H.  Poor,  A.  M.,  as  principal  of 
the  seminary  and  this  selection  was  approved  by  the  Upper  Iowa  confeience 
at  its  first  session  held  at  Maquoketa  in  the  fall  of  1856,  the  conference  having 
at  this  session  adopted  the  school.  The  first  term  of  school  was  advertised 
to  begin  January  1,  1857,  but  owing  to  the  incomplete  condition  of  the  build¬ 
ing,  school  did  not  begin  until  January  7th. 

Work  continued  on  the  second  and  third  stories  until  they  were  finished 
in  the  summer  of  1857.  The  limestone  used  in  the  construction  of  this 
building  was  gotten  from  the  quarries  immediately  around  Fayette.  The 
dimension  lumber  is  oak  cut  from  an  eighty  acres  four  miles  east  of  Fayette 
and  sawed  in  what  is  now  known  as  Grannis’s  mill.  The  pine  used  in  ms  1- 
ing  the  floors  was  bought  at  Saginaw,  Michigan,  floated  down  the  river  to 
Dubuque  and  hauled  from  there  by  teams  to  Fayette,  a  distance  oi  about 
eio-hty  miles.  It  cost  sixty-six  dollars  per  thousand  feet  at  Dubuque. 

"  Only  one  serious  accident  occurred  during  the  construction  of  the  build- 
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ing.  While  completing  the  cornice,  and  only  about  an  hour  before  it  would 
have  been  finished,  the  staging  gave  way  on  which  Charles  West  and  his 
brother  were  working  and  fell  to  the  ground,  a  distance  of  about  thirty-five 
feet.  Mr.  West’s  brother  caught  hold  of  the  third  story  window  sill  and  held 
on  until  rescued,  but  Charles  fell  with  the  staging  to  the  ground.  He  was 
carried  to  his  boarding  place  in  an  unconscious  condition,  but  within  two 
weeks  was  able  to  be  at  work  again. 

When  the  building  was  nearly  completed  there  was  still  due  the  con¬ 
tractors,  Griffith  and  West,  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars  and  there 
were  no  funds  with  which  to  pay  the  obligation.  The  agents  of  the  school 
were  unable  to  secure  any  more  money.  The  obligation  must  be  met  or  the 
doors  remain  closed.  It  seemed  that  the  undertaking  must  come  to  naught. 

At  this  juncture  Robert  Alexander  came  to  the  rescue.  He  had  no 
ready  money,  but  he  had  land.  He  called  in  the  agent,  Rev.  E.  C.  Bryan, 
and  gave  him  power  of  attorney,  instructing  him  to  go  east  and  mortgage 
whatever  was  necessary  to  secure  the  needed  amount.  Mr.  Bryan  succeeded 
in  borrowing  the  twelve  thousand  dollars  from  one  G.  A.  Austin,  of  Vermont, 
giving  him  a  mortgage  on  one  thousand  five  hundred  acres  of  Alexander’s 
land.  It  was  expected  that  the  amount  would  be  secured  and  Mr.  Alexander 
repaid  before  the  maturity  of  the  mortgage,  but  such  was  not  the  case.  His 
loan  became  a  forced  contribution  to  the  school  and  on  September  24,  i860, 
Mr.  Alexander  deeded  over  four  thousand  acres  of  land  to  Mr.  Austin  to 
satisfy  the  mortgage,  which  by  this  time  amounted  to  nearly  seventeen  thou¬ 
sand  dollars. 

The  beautiful  element  in  this  whole  transaction  is  that  Mr.  Alexander 
did  not  regret  or  chafe  under  the  loss  of  this  property  in  the  least.  The 
reason  is  not  difficult  to  find.  After  the  mortgage  had  been  given  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  term  of  school  he  had  found  his  Saviour  as  a  result  of  evangel¬ 
istic  meetings  held  in  the  chapel  of  the  very  building  for  which  he  had  done 
so  much.  It  was  therefore  the  best  investment  he  had  ever  made. 

Let  him  who  thinks  that  Mr.  Alexander  was  really  poorer  for  what  he 
gave  to  Upper  Iowa  University  reflect  a  moment.  How  could  he  possibly 
have  done  better  with  his  money?  He  made  it  possible  to  found  and  open  an 
institution  which  has  been  a  blessing  and  benediction  to  the  rising  generations 
from  the  day  of  its  opening.  Its  influence  has  extended  beyond  the  state 
to  the  nation  and  even  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth.  What  better 
gift  could  he  have  left  to  posterity. 

Culture,  civilization,  Christianity  have  all  been  increased  by  his  gifts. 
His  friends  were  multiplied  and  their  friendships  deepened.  He  found  his 
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God  and  possessed  an  abiding  faith  which  carried  him  through  the  hour  of 
death  into  the  very  presence  of  his  Lord.  Is  this  failure?  Rather  is  it  the 
highest  possible  success. 

The  school  began  as  “Fayette  Seminary”  and  so  continued  until  1858, 
when,  a  collegiate  organization  having  been  effected,  the  name  was  changed 
to  Upper  Iowa  University. 

Rev.  William  H.  Poor  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Lucius  H.  Bugbee,  D.  D., 
who  was  elected  principal  of  the  seminary  in  the  fall  of  1857  and  president  of 
the  college  in  1858.  He  served  the  institution  for  three  years,  retiring  in 
i860. 

These  early  years  of  the  history  of  the  institution  were  years  of  great  dif¬ 
ficulties  and  embarrassments.  The  doors  had  hardly  been  opened  when  the 
panic  of  1857  swept  over  the  country,  making  it  quite  impossible  to  secure 
funds  so  sorely  needed.  Many  who  had  made  pledges  found  it  impossible 
to  make  payment.  The  country  was  new ;  no  railroad  reached  Fayette ;  a 
threatening  cloud  was  rising;  the  need  of  college  training  was  not  yet  felt. 
The  faith  of  the  trustees  and  others  who  stood  by  the  school  during  those  days 
is  the  faith  that  can  remove  mountains  of  difficulties  and  obstacles. 

In  i860  Rev.  William  Brush,  D.  D.,  succeeded  to  the  presidency  and  re¬ 
mained  the  vigorous  leader  of  the  institution  until  1869.  Dr.  Brush  brought 
to  the  school  an  enthusiastic  and  forceful  administration.  Under  the  most 
trying  circumstances  he  never  lost  heart  or  hope,  but  labored  on  with  an 
energy  and  power  seldom  equaled.  With  his  mule  'team  he  traveled  the 
country  far  and  near,  soliciting  funds  and  seeking  students.  Of  the  former 
he  did  not  secure  much,  but  Was  successful  in  materially  increasing  the  student 
body. 

The  influence  of  the  war  spirit,  or  the  peculiarly  pugnacious  temperament 
of  Dr.  Brush,  or  both  combined,  made  his  administration  the  period  of  more  or 
less  crude  pranks  on  the  part  of  the  students.  It  was  the  period  of  putting  sheep 
■on  the  roof,  cows  in  the  chapel,  stealing  the  bell  clapper,  disposing  of  the  presi¬ 
dent’s  carriage,  etc. 

The  most  important  incident  or  series  of  incidents  in  connection  with 
his  administration  began  in  1861.  The  interesting  and  patriotic  act  of  the 
college  boys  in  leaving  their  books  for  the  defense  of  their  country — the  best 
in  the  world— cannot  be  better  told  than  has  been  done  by  Major  D.  W. 
Reed  in  the  Appendix  to  his  “Twelfth  Regiment  Iowa  Veteran  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry.”  I  quote  him  in  part : 

“Early  in  the  summer  of  1861  the  students  of  Upper  Iowa  University  at 
Fayette,  Iowa,  organized  a  company  for  drill,  calling  themselves  “Univer- 
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sity  Recruits/  and  resolved :  That  whenever  the  occasion  demands  it  we  will 
drop  our  books  to  fight  our  country’s  battles.  Several  members  of  this 
organiation  entered  the  service  during  the  summer  in  the  Third  and  Ninth 
Iowa,  but  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term,  September  2,  1861,  the  company  was 
still  intact  and  daily  drills  on  the  campus  were  at  once  resumed. 

“The  call  of  President  Lincoln  for  three  hundred  thousand  men  con¬ 
vinced  the  boys  that  the  time  had  come  for  them  to  carry  out  their  resolutions, 
and  at  a  public  meeting  in  University  Chapel  in  the  afternoon  of  September 
15,  1861,  twenty-three  members  enrolled  their  names  and  pledged  themselves 
to  answer  the  President’s  call  for  troops.  One  of  those  who  signed  the  roll, 
after  deliberation,  asked  to  be  excused  ‘because  he  had  married  a  wife  and 
could  not  go.’  Two  joined  other  organizations,  and  one  was  rejected  by 
the  mustering  officer.  Nineteen  became  members  of  Company  C,  Twelfth 
Iowa. 

“Immediately  after  enrollment  all  the  members  left  school  under  an 
agreement  that  each  should  go  to  his  own  home  on  recruiting  service,  and 
should  return  to  Fayette  in  one  week  with  recruits  obtained.  At  the  ap¬ 
pointed  time  one  hundred  and  one  men,  the  full  complement  allowed  in  a  com¬ 
pany,  reported  for  duty,  and  on  the  28th,  just  thirteen  days  after  the  first 
name  was  signed  to  the  roll,  the  service  of  the  company  was  accepted  by  the 
governor,  and  the  company  was  ordered  into  quarters  at  the  Fayette  Flouse 
and  commenced  the  regular  routine  of  drill.  The  election  of  officers  was  had 
with  result  as  follows:  Captain,  W.  W.  Warner;  first  lieutenant,  D.  B.  Hen¬ 
derson  ;  second  lieutenant,  A.  M.  Smith ;  sergeants,  G.  W.  Cook,  Gilbert  Hazlet, 
Emery  Clark;  James  Stewart;  corporals,  David  Connor,  Thomas  Henderson, 
P.  R.  Ketchum,  S.  F.  Brush,  J.  F.  Hutchins,  D.  D.  Warner,  G.  L.  Durno, 
James  Barr. 

“Twenty-two  students  leaving  the  school  in  a  body  made  sad  havoc  with 
the  classes,  and  President  Brush  undertook  to  counteract  the  patriotic  tend¬ 
encies  of  the  students  by  writing  letters  to  parents  urging  them  to  use  their 
paternal  authority  and  forbid  the  enlistment.  His  efforts  were  counteracted 
by  the  preceptress,  Miss  E.  A.  Sorin,  who  gave  the  boys  her  sympathy,  be¬ 
came  their  champion,  and  remained  their  true  friend  during  the  war.  No 
better  record  of  woman’s  devoted  service  to  the  Union  can  be  shown  than 
was  shown  by  her  in  her  interest  for  ‘her  boys.’  Calling  the  young  ladies  of 
the  university  together,  she  interested  them  in  her  plans,  and  they  purchased 
material  and  with  their  own  hands  made  a  beautiful  flag  for  the  company, 
upon  which  they  embroidered  the  name  in  full  ‘University  Recruits  101.’ 
This  flag  was  presented  to  the  company  by  Miss  Sorin  in  behalf  of  the  ladies 
of  the  Upper  Iowa  University  in  a  very  patriotic  and  touching  address. 
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“Captain  Warner  responded  very  appropriately  as  he  received  the  flag. 
The  position  of  fifth  sergeant  was  not  filled  at  the  time  of  election  of  other 
officers,  but  was  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  company  left  to  the  choice  of  the 
donors  of  the  flag,  with  the  understanding  that  the  one  elected  by  them  should 
be  color  bearer  for  the  company.  In  a  spirited  contest,  the  secrets  of  which 
have  never  been  fully  revealed  to  the  company,  Henry  J.  Grannis  was  duly 
elected  color  bearer.  It  will  not  be  inappropriate  to  say  here  that  no  election 
ever  gave  better  satisfaction  or  proved  more  completely  the  wisdom  of  the 
electors.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  regiment  this  company  was  assigned 
as  color  company,  Grannis  was  appointed  as  color  sergeant,  and  carried  the 
colors  of  the  regiment  in  every  battle  in  which  the  regiment  was  engaged 
during  the  war,  and  no  one  will  say  that  the  flag  of  any  regiment  was  e v e  1 
more  gallantly  borne,  or  that  any  color  bearer  in  any  war  was  more  devoted  to 
his  trust  than  was  the  one  elected  by  the  ladies  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University. 

“The  University  Recruits  remained  in  quarters  at  the  Fayette  House, 
drilling,  until  October  16th,  when  at  eight  A.  M.  the  company  was  paraded 
on  the  campus  and  many  assembled  friends  passed  along  the  line  and  bade 
each  one  good-bye,  and  the  company  marched  away  to  the  hill  south  of  town 
where  seventeen  wagons  were  waiting  to  convey  the  boys  to  Independence. 
As  the  company  marched  from  the  campus  and  until  it  disappeaied  fiom  sight 
over  the  hill,  the  friends  continued  to  waive  their  adieus,  while  some  one,  more 
zealous  than  thoughtful,  set  the  old  university  bell  tolling  as  if  it  were  a  long 
farewell,  as,  indeed,  it  proved  to  be  to  many  of  those  who  marched  so  gallantly 
away  that  bright  October  morning.” 

The  gallant  record  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University  boys  and  Company  C 
cannot  be  given  here.  Only  one  more  quotation  fiom  Majoi  Reeds  woik 
concerning  the  color  bearer : 

“Henry  J.  Grannis,  first  lieutenant  Company  C,  was  a  native  of  Indiana, 
born  in  1841.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  University  Re¬ 
cruits  and  enlisted  in  the  United  States  service  September  15,  1861.  He 
was  elected  fifth  sergeant  and  color  bearer  of  the  company  by  the  ladies  of 
the  university  upon  presenting  a  flag  to  the  company  and  upon  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  regiment,  when  his  company  became  color  company.  Grannis  was 
designated  as  regimental  color  bearer,  which  position  he  held  tlnough  the  war. 
He  carried  the  colors  of  the  regiment  at  Fort  Henry,  Fort  Donelson  and 
Shiloh  and  was  taken  prisoner  on  that  field,  remaining  prisoner  until  October. 
On  the  reorganization  of  the  regiment  he  resumed  his  old  position  and  car¬ 
ried  the  flag  on  every  march  in  every  campaign  and  during  every  battle  in 
which  the  regiment  was  engaged  from  enlistment  to  mustei  out,  a  lecoid  we 
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venture  to  say  made  by  no  other  color  bearer  in  the  service.  In  several  en¬ 
gagements  the  colors  were  riddled  in  his  hands.  On  one  occasion  every 
guard  was  killed  or  wounded,  yet,  strange  to  say,  Grannis  never  received  a 
scratch  nor  suffered  the  flag  to  go  from  his  hands.  That  it  was  always  at  the 
front  and  carried  with  the  greatest  gallantry  every  official  report  from  the 
regiment  testifies,  for  every  one  of  them  makes  special  mention  of  ‘Our  Gallant 
Color  Bearer.’  ” 

Every  patriot  connected  with  or  interested  in  Upper  Iowa  University 
should  read  the  portion  of  Major  Reed’s  work,  “University  Recruits,”  a  copy 
of  which  is  found  on  the  shelves  of  the  college  library.  Few  of  the  boys  were 
permitted  to  return  to  college  after  the  war.  It  had  taken  too  long  and  cost 
too  much.  The  plans  of  youth  were  changed.  But  they  did  their  duty. 
Let  them  never  he  forgotten,  hut  rather  let  them  be  loved  and  respected  more 
and  more  as  the  years  go  by. 

This  sketch  would  not  be  faithful  to  the  truth  did  it  not  record  the  work 
and  influence  of  the  preceptress,  Miss  E.  A.  Sorin,  during  these  years.  She 
was  not  only  an  educator,  but  a  patriotic  woman  who  did  more  than  any  other 
person  to  encourage  the  boys  in  their  loyal  act  of  1861.  Her  address  to  them 
as  they  left  for  the  field  of  conflict  lingered  in  their  hearts  and  minds  a  blessed 
and  sustaining  influence  and  memory  throughout  the  desperate  struggle,  keep¬ 
ing  them  pure  in  their  lives  and  true  to  their  country. 

Though  the  ranks  of  the  student  body  were  depleted  by  the  war  for  the 
time  being,  yet  through  the  strenuous  efforts  of  the  indomitable  President 
Brush  they  were  soon  filled  again  and  the  school  increased  in  numbers.  I 
insert  a  copy  of  the  “Requirements  and  Prohibitions”  as  printed  in  the  cata¬ 
logue  of  1860-1862  for  the  purpose  of  refreshing  the  memories  of  those  who 
attended  school  those  days  and  for  the  instruction  of  the  youth  of  today. 

REQUIREMENTS. 


1.  Registry  of  name. 

2.  Strict  observance  of  study  hours. 

3.  Promptness  in  the  literary  exercises. 

4.  Strict  observance  of  the  Sabbath. 

5.  Attendance  at  church  as  shall  be  directed. 

6.  Attendance  at  morning  and  evening  prayers  in  the  chapel. 

7.  Public  exercises  of  the  students,  always  by  consent  or  direction  of 
the  faculty. 

8.  The  use  of  public  rooms  by  consent  of  the  faculty. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


275 


9.  Free  access  of  any  teacher  to  the  rooms  of  students. 

10.  No  instruction  received  out  of  the  institution  without  the  consent  of 
the  faculty. 


THINGS  PROHIBITED. 


1.  Unpermitted  association  of  gentlemen  and  ladies. 

2.  Games  of  chance ;  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks. 

3.  Profane  or  obscene  language. 

4.  Smoking  or  chewing  tobacco  on  college  premises. 

5.  Visiting  on  the  Sabbath  or  in  study  hours. 

6.  Unnecessary  noise  in  or  about  the  institution. 

7.  Absence  from  examinations  or  other  required  exercises. 

8.  Leaving  the  village  without  permission. 

9.  Frequenting  bar  rooms  or  saloons. 

10.  The  use  of  gunpowder  on  the  premises. 

11.  Attendance  at  balls,  etc. 

In  1869  Rev.  Charles  N.  Stowers,  A.  M.,  was  elected  president  and 
served  for  one  year.  The  conference  minutes  for  1870  contain  the  following 
report  for  Upper  Iowa  University  for  the  year  1869-1870: 

“We  learn  from  the  reports  of  the  trustees  that  during  the  year  this  in¬ 
stitution  has  been  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Notwithstanding  the  financial 
pressure,  a  large  number  of  students  were  in  attendance  and  received  thorough 
instruction  from  competent  teachers.  Improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
college  building,  rendering  it  more  attractive  and  convenient.  The  institu¬ 
tion  is  on  a  good  financial  basis,  but  needs  additions  to  its  endowment  fund 
to  make  it  more  efficient. 

“Prof.  B.  W.  McLean,  as  acting  president,  will  have  charge  of  the  uni¬ 
versity  the  ensuing  year,  and  from  his  ability  as  an  educator,  we  may  con¬ 
fidently  expect  great  prosperity.  The  fall  term  opens  September  14th,  under 

more  favorable  auspices  than  ever  before.  ’ 

Prof.  Byron  W.  McLean,  Ph.  D.,  an  educator,  was  elected  to  the  presi¬ 
dency  in  1870,  in  which  position  he  remained  for  two  years. 

In  the  conference  minutes  for  1871  we  find  that  the  total  number  of  stu¬ 
dents  for  1870-71  was  one  hundred  eighty-three  and  that  the  financial  defi¬ 
ciency  was  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  1869-70  and  three  hundred 
seventy-one  dollars  and  thirty  cents  for  1870-71.  The  minutes  for  1872 
show  a  deficiency  for  i&yi-2  of  nine  hundred  fifty  dollais,  also  that  the  cntiie 
indebtedness  at  that  time  was  somewhat  less  than  five  thousand  dollars. 
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There  was  at  this  time  a  nominal  endowment  of  thirty-five  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  in  subscription  notes,  upon  which  there  was  over  five  thousand  dollars 
accrued  interest  unpaid. 

Whether  this  proves  that  the  signers  of  these  notes  were  indifferent  to 
the  obligations  they  had  assumed  and  thus  showed  a  dlegree  of  moral 
obliquity,  or  that  they  had,  in  their  generosity,  assumed  impossible  obligations, 
is  not  certain.  But  that  of  nearly  all  of  these  subscriptions  neither  interest 
nor  principal  was  ever  paid  is  a  matter  of  actual  history.  The  panic  of  1873 
soon  came  and  practically  ended  all  payments  on  these  notes  and  seemingly 
all  efforts  to  collect  them. 

In  1872  Rev.  Rhoderic  Norton,  A.  M.,  became  president  and  served  for 
one  year.  The  year  was  one  of  prosperity  and  harmony.  The  debt  was  re¬ 
duced  to  about  two  thousand  six  hundred  dollars  and  the  number  of  students 
had  increased  to  two  hundred  twenty-five  for  the  academic  year. 

The  resignation  of  Rev.  Norton  in  1873  left  the  school  without  a  presi¬ 
dent.  The  board  of  trustees  did  not  elect  a  successor  at  once,  but  left  the 
management  of  the  institution  in  the  hands  of  Rev.  J.  H.  W.  Bissell,  A.  M., 
who  was  at  that  time  vice-president.  His  work  was  so  successful  that  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees  in  June,  1874,  he  was  made  president. 
As  such  he  served  the  college  for  twenty-five  years,  retiring  in  1899.  Doctor 
Bissell’s  connection  with  the  institution  extended  over  a  period  of  twenty- 
seven  years,  since  he  had  served  one  year  as  professor  of  natural  science  and 
one  year  as  vice-president  before  becoming  president.  He  was  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place.  A  Christian  gentleman,  a  profound  scholar,  a  proficient 
teacher,  a  strong  executive,  he  still  lives  in  the  hearts  of  thousands  of  students 
who  came  under  his  influence.  No  man  could  have  been  more  faithful  or 
labored  with  greater  earnestness.  His  unflagging  self-sacrificing  work  is  not 
yet  fully  appreciated,  but  is  being  more  and  more  justly  estimated  as  the  years 
go  by. 

Only  twenty-three  persons  had  graduated  before  he  became  the  executive 
head  of  the  school.  During  the  period  of  his  administration  three  hundred 
four  persons  graduated  from  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts.  During  this  period 
the  number  of  students  had  increased  from  two  hundred  twenty-five  to  four 
hundred  twelve  for  the  academic  year.  It  was  a  period  of  material  growth 
as  well.  Five  buildings  were  erected  during  the  time. 

South  Hall,  a  house  for  the  young  women  of  the  school,  was  completed 
in  1885,  at  a  cost  of  eight  thousand  dollars;  Science  Hall,  now  used  for  the 
recitation  rooms  and  laboratories  of  the  natural  sciences,  was  completed  in 
1887,  at  a  cost  of  eight  thousand  dollars;  the  Chapel,  consisting  of  a  basement 
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for  class  work  and  auditorium  with  a  seating  capacity  of  six  hundred,  was 
erected  in  1890,  at  a  cost  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  the  observa¬ 
tory  was  built  in  1886,  and  the  gymnasium  in  1889. 

A  splendid  beginning  on  permanent  endowment  was  also  made  during 
the  period  of  Doctor  Bissell’s  presidency.  There  are  three  distinct  endow¬ 
ments,  under  the  control  of  three  distinct  corporations.  The  principal  of 
each  endowment  is  to  remain  intact  forever,  and  the  annual  income  from  each 
is  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  college,  as  directed  by  the  constitution  of 
each  organization.  These  three  organizations  are,  the  Endowment  Custod¬ 
ians,  representing  the  college  itself,  the  Alumni  Association  and  the  Ladies 
Professorship  Association. 

The  Ladies’  Professorship  Association  is  an  organization  of  women  who 
have  been  untiring  to  secure  sufficient  funds  to  endow  a  professorship  in 
Upper  Iowa  University.  The  first  suggestion  of  the  plan  was  made  at  a  class 
dinner  during  commencement  week  of  1873,  by  Dr.  John  C.  Magee,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  graduating  class  of  that  year.  A  constitution  was  adopted 
and  the  organization  effected  in  November,  1873-  The  purpose  is  set  forth 
in  this  constitution  as  follows:  “The  object  of  this  association  is  to  endow  a 
chair  to  be  known  as  the  Lady  Professorship  of  Upper  Iowa  University,  the 
professor  to  be  chosen  by  the  joint  action  of  the  association  and  the  board  of 
trustees.”  The  presidents  of  the  association  have  been  Mrs.  A.  N.  Ingham, 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Duncan,  Mrs.  A.  Hamlin,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Bissell,  Mrs.  G.  P.  Scobey 
and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Dickman.  During  the  first  twenty-five  years  of  its  history  the 
fund  reached  nearly  five  thousand  dollars. 

'  In  1898  the  constitution  was  so  modified  as  to  permit  of  increasing  the 
members  of  the  association  and  thus  extending  its  influence.  At  the  regular 
meeting  in  June,  1903,  the  organization  entered  upon  a  campaign  to  increase 
its  endowment  to  twenty  thousand  dollars  by  the  time  of  the  celebration  of  the 
semi-centennial.  The  task  seemed  impossible,  but  the  lesult  pioves  that  noth¬ 
ing  is  impossible  when  women  prosecute  a  righteous  undertaking.  At  the 
celebration  in  June,  1908,  the  ladies  were  able  to  report  that  their  fund  had 
reached  in  cash  and  good  subscription  notes  the  sum  of  twenty-one  thousand 
two  hundred  eighty-six  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents. 

At  this  hour  of  triumph  and  victory  the  association  voted  to  name  the 
chair  in  honor  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Bissell,  a  fitting  recognition  of  and 
memorial  to  their  long  and  faithful  service  to  the  school. 

About  1888  some  of  the  graduates  of  the  college  began  to  talk  about  the 
possibility  of  air  alumni  endowment.  In  1889  the  writer  of  this  sketch  dis- 
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cussed  the  matter  with  Dr.  J.  W.  Bissell  and  Prof.  H.  E.  Hurd.  They  both 
approved  and  encouraged  the  undertaking.  The  Alumni  Association  had  ex¬ 
isted  for  several  years,  but  only  as  an  organization  for  fellowship  and  fra¬ 
ternity.  A  proposition  to  reorganize  with  a  new  constitution  and  the  definite 
purpose  of  creating  an  endowment  was  presented  to  the  association  in  June, 
1889,  and  adopted.  Then  followed  a  campaign  among  the  alumni  for  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  be  valid  and  become  interest-bearing  from  January  1,  1895,  pro¬ 
vided  the  minimum  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  should  be  secured  in  ap¬ 
proved  promissory  notes  by  June  20,  1894.  The  condition  was  met  with  a  sur¬ 
plus  of  four  hundred  fifty  dollars.  It  took  a  strenuous  campaign.  The 
graduates  for  the  most  part  were  young  and  made  their  subscriptions  wholly 
on  faith  in  the  future  and  because  of  their  loyalty  to  their  Alma  Mater.  They 
were  hence  necessarily  small,  only  a  few  of  them  exceeding  one  hundred  dol¬ 
lars.  The  loyalty  of  the  graduates  and  the  enthusiasm  in  the  undertaking 
were  exemplified  by  the  fact  that  many  of  the  class  of  1895,  although  only 
juniors,  came  to  the  rescue  and  made  their  subscriptions  in  1894  to  validate 
the  endowment. 

Since  1895  the  association  has  constantly  pushed  the  effort  to  increase 
the  endowment  and  as  a  result  was  able  to  report  at  the  semi-centennial  an 
endowment,  including  the  notes  still  unproductive,  of  thirty-five  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  The  writer  of  this  sketch  is  glad  to  have  had  some  part  in  bringing 
this  to  pass.  At  its  annual  meeting  in  June,  1895,  the  association  assumed 
the  salary  of  the  head  of  the  department  of  natural  science  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  has  continued  to  pay  in  full  the  salary  of  one  member  of  the  faculty 
since  that  time. 

In  1890  the  board  of  trustees,  largely  through  the  influence  of  President 
J.  W.  Bissell  and  Prof.  H.  E.  Hurd,  set  out  to  raise  an  endowment.  By  1895 
this  had  reached  the  sum  of  twenty-four  thousand  dollars.  In  addition  to 
this,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  C.  Dudley  had  given  the  institution  their  farm  of  three 
hundred  seven  acres  in  Fremont  township  with  the  condition  of  the  payment 
by  Upper  Iowa  University  of  six  hundred  dollars  annually  during  the  period 
of  the  natural  lives  of  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dudley.  This  farm  was  worth  at 
that  time  not  less  than  twelve  thousand  dollars.  In  securing  the  endowment 
Professor  Hurd  should  have  boundless  credit  for  his  assistance.  He  worked 
with  an  energy  and  faith  and  perseverance  seldom  equaled  anywhere.  He 
gave  largely  himself  and  this  gave  him  power  with  others. 

Thus  the  history  of  progress  during  President  Bissell’s  administration  is 
a  record  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud. 
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Rev.  Guy  Potter  Benton,  A.  M.,  was  elected  to  the  presidency  in  1899. 
Talented,  educated,  consecrated,  he  brought  with  him  the  enthusiasm  of  a 
young  man  and  wrought  nobly  for  a  period  of  three  years,  resigning  to  accept 
the  presidency  of  Miami  University  in  1902.  During  this  period  the  Hender¬ 
son  Library,  the  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie,  was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  twenty- 
six  thousand  five  hundred  fifty  dollars,  and  the  magnificent  gift  of  twenty-five 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  by  ex-Governor  Larrabee  was  received.  The 
first  came  in  March,  1901,  through  the  efforts  of  the  late  Col.  D.  B.  Hender¬ 
son,  who  was  then  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  President  Benton 
urging  the  Speaker  to  the  task.  Mr.  Henderson  in  reporting  the  gift  stated 
that  Mr.  Carnegie  had  said  to  him  that  “Any  school  that  could  do  as  much  for 
a  Scotchman  as  Upper  Iowa  had  done  for  him  should  certainly  be  helped.” 

The  second  came  in  July,  1901.  Thus  1901  became  a  red-letter  year  for 
the  old  college. 

Dr.  Thomas  J.  Bassett,  Ph.  D.,  was  elected  president  in  1902,  serving 
until  1905.  President  Bassett  was  a  man  of  keen  scholarship,  deep  piety  and 
a  long  experience  in  college  work.  He  gave  the  full  measure  of  his  power 
to  the  building  of  the  school.  It  was  during  his  administration  that  the  plans 
were  laid,  the  plowing  begun  and  some  of  the  seed  sown  for  the  campaign  for 
additional  endowment  to  aggregate  one  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars  by  the 
semi-centennial  celebration.  Negotiations  were  entered  upon  with  Mr. 
Carnegie,  and  Q.  C.  Babcock  decided  to  make  his  splendid  contribution  of 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Rev.  William  Arnold  Shanklin,  D.  D.,  became  president  in  1905.  resign¬ 
ing  in  1909,  to  accept  the  presidency  of  Wesleyan  University.  The  events  of 
his  administration,  and  especially  the  signal  triumph  of  the  college  in  many 
ways  at  the  celebration  in  June,  1908,  are  still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  citizens 
of  Fayette  county.  Doctor  Shanklin’ s  personality,  culture  and  refinement 
attracted  the  attention  of  many  to  Upper  Iowa  and  her  president.  He  gave 
his  best  efforts  to  the  school. 

Rev.  Richard  Watson  Cooper,  D.  D.,  was  elected  president  in  1909  and 
is  just  entering  upon  his  work  with  great  promise  of  success.  He  comes  a 
man  of  letters  and  educational  power. 

The  following  persons  have  served  as  presidents  of  the  board  of  trustees : 
H.  S.  Bronson,  fourteen  years;  Levi  Fuller,  eighteen  years;  Elias  Skinner, 
two  years;  C.  C.  Parker,  one  year;  J.  Webb,  two  years;  W.  B.  Lakin,  one 
year;  R.  W.  Keeler,  seven  years;  C.  D.  Foss,  one  year;  S.  B.  Zeigler,  three 
years ;  O.  C.  Babcock,  six  years. 
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The  most  important  institution  in  Fayette  county  is  Upper  Iowa  Uni¬ 
versity.  She  is  entitled  to  the  largest  consideration,  the  best  thoughts  and 
the  most  generous  support  that  the  people  of  the  county  are  able  to  give.  Over 
ten  thousand  young  people  have  received  instruction  and  inspiration  in  her 
halls.  She  stands  for  Christ  and  His  Kingdom  and  the  best  possible  in  life 
for  man. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


CHURCHES  OF  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

The  following  articles  have  been  contributed  by  members  of  the  different 
organizations  mentioned,  and  contain  much  interesting  and  previously  un¬ 
written  history.  The  preparation  of  these  articles  has  involved  much  patient 
and  careful  study  and  deep  research.  The  editor  and  publishers  are  under 
lasting  obligations  to  the  writers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Owens,  F.  Y.  Whitmore, 
Rev.  G.  Blessin,  Rev.  J.  L.  Paine,  Carl  Evans,  Hon.  C.  B.  Hughes,  Hon. 
H.  L.  Adams,  Hon.  D.  W.  Clements,  Mrs.  Anna  Holton,  the  public  press  of 
the  county,  which  has  been  uniformly  courteous  and  helpful,  and  to  many 
other  individuals  who  have  given  timely  hints  and  suggestions. 

The  absence  of  special  articles  on  some  of  the  churches  will  be  noticed, 
and  we  refer  the  reader  to  the  history  of  the  town  or  township  where  such 
are  (or  were)  located,  for  such  details  as  are  now  obtainable. 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

By  F.  Y.  Whitmore. 

The  first  Baptist  church  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  north  of  the 
Missouri  state  line  was  organized  in  1834  at  Long  Creek,  Iowa,  a  few  miles 
west  of  where  the  city  of  Burlington  now  stands,  and  is  still  in  existence, 
being  now  known  as  the  Danville  Baptist  church.  Elder  John  Logan  and 
Gardner  Bartlett,  missionaries  to  the  state  of  Illinois,  sent  out  by  the  American 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Society,  assisted  at  the  organization.  Other  churches 
were  formed,  as  settlements  increased,  and  in  1842  Rev.  Charles  E.  Brown 
was  sent  by  the  Home  Mission  Society  to  the  territory  of  Iowa,  the  Forks  of 
the  Maquoketa  in  Jackson  county  being  his  destination,  where  he  arrived  on 
May  26th  of  that  year.  At  what  time  the  first  work  was  done  by  the  Baptists 
in  Fayette  county  cannot  now  be  told.  Among  the  new  settlers  who  located 
in  the  county  in  the  late  forties  and  early  fifties  were  doubtless  a  fair  propor¬ 
tion  of  this  faith,  and  itinerant  preachers  of  all  denominations  visited  the  vari¬ 
ous  settlements  looking  after  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  people,  and  the 
Baptists  had  their  workers  in  the  fields  with  the  others. 
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At  the  meeting  of  the  Davenport  association,  held  at  Colesburg-,  in  Dela¬ 
ware  county,  September  16,  1853,  the  church  at  West  Union  was  admitted, 
and  reported  fifteen  members.  It  was  represented  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  George 
Scott,  with  David  Dayton  and  David  H.  Hall. 

In  the  state  convention  minutes  of  1854,  this  church  was  reported  as 
having  thirty-nine  members.  The  Dubuque  association  was  formed  August 
30,  1855,  when  the  West  Union  church  became  a  part  of  that  organization, 
and  the  churches  in  Fayette  county  remained  in  this  association  until  July 
14,  i860,  when  the  Turkey  River  association  was  formed,  the  first  meeting 
being  held  at  West  Union  in  that  year  and  four  churches,  Illyria,  Oran,  West- 
field  and  West  Union,  were  reported  from  this  county. 

This  association,  however,  was  never  a  strong  body  in  numbers,  although 
at  one  time  sixteen  churches  were  reported.  It  continued  as  a  separate  organ¬ 
ization  until  1905,  when  it  was  again  merged  with  the  Dubuque  association, 
the  first  meeting-  of  the  combination  being-  also  held  at  West  Union  in  1906. 

The  first  church  organized  in  the  county  was  at  West  Union;  the  date, 
however,  is  unknown,  as  the  records  are  lost.  A  copy  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  council  of  recognition  is,  however,  in  existence,  which  shows  such  council 
to  have  been-  held  at  the  home  of  Hon.  Thomas  Woodle,  October  23,  1852, 
the  advisory  council  consisting-  of  Elder  Thomas  Ritchie,  of  Stroudsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Elder  Calvin  D.  Farnsworth,  of  Colesburg,  Iowa.  Elder 
Ritchie  presided,  and  Friend  Dayton  was  chosen  clerk.  The  recognition 
services  were  held  on  the  day  following,  October  24th,  the  sermon  was 
preached  by  Reverend  Farnsworth  and  the  charge  to  the  church  given  by 
Reverend  Ritchie.  The  organizing  members  were  eleven  in  number,  one  of 
whom,  Lorenzo  Dutton,  is  still  living,  although  not  now  a  member  of  the 
church.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  J.  Arnold,  who  was  called  in  March,  1853, 
to  preach  one-fourth  of  the  time  for  six  months.  In  September  of  the  same 
year,  Rev.  George  Scott  was  engaged  as  pastor  at  a  salary  of  one  hundred 
dollars.  It  was  during  his  pastorate  that  their  first  church  building  was 
erected,  the  pastor  himself  doing  quite  a  portion  of  the  work.  This  building 
still  stands  as  one  of  the  old  relics  of  early  days,  and  is  used  as  a  shop  and 
for  storage.  It  was  built  on  lot  18,  block  13,  of  the  original  plat  of  West 
Union.  Pastors  subsequent  to  Mr.  Scott  were  Rev.  J.  H.  Parmlee  in  1856, 
Rev.  Myron  Newell  in  1858,  Rev.  John  Williams,  Rev.  F.  Hill,  Rev.  J.  M. 
Wedgewood,  Rev.  D.  S.  Starr  and  Rev.  R.  F.  Powers,  from  1858  to  1869.  A 
new  church  building,  commenced  in  1867,  was  not  completed  until  January, 
1870.  In  March  after  the  dedication,  Rev.  C.  J.  B.  Jackson  became  pastor, 
remaining  two  years,  followed  by  Rev.  Thomas  Ure,  who  also  served  the 
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church  for  two  years.  Rev.  J.  C.  Douglas  was  pastor  for  six  months  in  1875. 
Rev.  M.  H.  Perry  came  in  August,  1876,  continuing  until  September,  1879. 
The  church  was  without  a  pastor  in  1880,  but  early  in  1881  Rev.  A.  C.  Nichols 
was  called.  He  remained  two  years,  during  which  time  the  debt  contracted 
in  building  the  church  was  paid.  The  church  had  no  pastors  during  the  years 
^83,  1884  and  1885.  February,  1886,  Rev.  F.  Bower  commenced  his 
work  as  pastor  and  continued  until  1894-  a  period  of  eight  years,  being  the 
longest  pastorate  the  church  has  ever  had.  When  his  advanced  years  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  give  up  the  work,  Rev.  E.  H.  Gillet  was  called.  He  remained 
until  November,  1901,  and  was  followed  by  Rev.  W.  G.  Silke,  who  supplied 
until  the  following  August,  during  which  time  the  audience  room  was  re¬ 
modeled,  other  changes  made  in  the  church  interior  and  new  pews  obtained. 

Rev.  W.  R.  Hill  came  directly  from  his  school  in  Chicago  in  August, 
1901,  and  remained  as  pastor  until  June,  1906.  In  the  few  months  following- 
new  windows  were  put  in  the  church  building,  cement  walks  built  and  other 
needed  repairs  and  improvements  were  made.  In  January,  1907,  Rev.  Frank 
Day  commenced  his  work.  He  resigned  during  the  summer  of  1910  and  Rev. 
E.  H.  Gillet  was  recalled  and  is  the  present  pastor.  During  the  former  pastorate 
of  Rev.  Gillet  work  was  done  by  him  at  Brainard,  and  as  a  result  quite  a  num¬ 
ber  united  with  the  church  at  West  Union,  and  in  1898  a  chapel  was  built, 
which  has  since  been  used  in  connection  with  the  work  there  as  a  part  of  the 
West  Union  church. 

A  donation  of  five  hundred  dollars  was  made  to  the  church  by  the  late 
Mrs.  A.  F.  Stilwell,  of  Fayette,  for  a  parsonage  fund,  which  with  its  accumula¬ 
tion  was  used  as  part  payment  for  a  small  property  bought  for  this  purpose 
in  1904. 

In  common  with  the  other  churches  in  West  Union,  this  church  received 
a  bequest  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  from  the  estate  of  the  late 
David  Bell,  part  of  which  was  used  in  payment  for  the  parsonage,  and  part  is 
still  held  by  the  church  in  the  original  form  of  investment  turned  over  to 
the  church  by  the  administrator  of  his  estate.  In  April,  1909,  the  lot  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  church  building  on  the  north  was  purchased,  and  during  that  year  a 
neat  and  commodious  parsonage  was  built,  thus  giving  the  church  a  very  de¬ 
sirable  property.  Among  those  who  have  been  members  and  especially  de¬ 
serving  of  mention  are  Hon.  Thomas  Woodle,  who  died  early  in  the  history 
of  the  church;  S.  W.  Cole,  one  of  the  early  superintendents  of  the  schools  of 
the  county  and  known  over  the  state  as  a  Sunday  school  worker,  now  living  in 
Detroit,  Michigan;  Deacon  Benjamin  Morse,  at  one  time  clerk  of  the  court, 
now  residing  at  Wabash,  Indiana ;  Deacon  W.  A.  Whitney,  now  deceased, 
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who  bore  the  burden  of  church  building,  freely  using  his  own  credit  when 
needed  for  the  purpose.  The  Sunday  school  superintendents  since  its  organ¬ 
ization  in  the  new  church  in  1870  have  been  F.  Y.  Whitmore,  B.  Morse,  Rev. 
Thomas  Ure,  A.  A.  Johnson,  P.  D.  Scofield,  Alice  B.  Whitmore,  F.  B.  Whit¬ 
more,  Rev.  E.  H.  Gillet,  F.  W.  Orchard,  Prof.  M.  O.  Perry  and  F.  W.  Kings¬ 
bury.  The  present  church  officers  are  Elbert  Helmer,  Ed.  J.  Jacobs  and  John 
D.  Butler,  trustees ;  J.  W.  Elelmer,  clerk ;  and  F.  Y.  Whitmore,  treasurer. 

BAPTISTS  IN  ORAN  TOWNSHIP. 

On  October  14,  1855,  nine  persons  met  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Simon 
Schultz,  in  Oran  township,  and  organized  themselves  into  a  body  for  Christian 
worship  and  service,  calling  themselves  the  Regular  Baptist  church  of  Oran 
township.  This  church  was  duly  recognized  by  a  council,  called  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  a  few  weeks  later.  The  membership  of  this  church  was  represented 
by  well  known  families  of  the  first  settlers,  as  among  them  are  found  the 
names  of  O’Neel,  Ross,  Roberts,  Rairden,  Schultz,  Soper  and  others.  They 
were  a  stanch  body  of  Christian  men  and  women,  and  did  good  work  for  the 
Master’s  cause.  As  one  has  said,  “This  organization  was  a  success  and  the 
means  of  doing  much  good  in  the  neighborhood.  The  membership  grew  in 
numbers  and  at  their  meetings,  held  at  first  in  private  homes  and  afterward 
in  the  school  house,  the  attendance  was  often  larger  than  the  buildings  would 
hold.”  Rev.  Rowley,  of  Quasqueton,  Rev.  George  Scott  and  Rev.  Baldwin 
were  among  the  first  preachers  and  pastors.  In  about  1858  the  church  be¬ 
came  divided  on  the  subject  of  missions.  A  portion  of  the  membership  with¬ 
drew  and  organized  as  a  Missionary  church  with  Rev.  P.  Colgrove  as  pastor, 
who,  however,  died  soon  afterwards.  Rev.  Alva  Bush  supplied  them  for  a 
time,  when  the  organization  was  moved  to  Fairbanks,  where  Rev.  J.  F.  Rair¬ 
den  was  ordained  and  served  as  pastor  until  sent  as  a  missionary  by  the  Home 
Mission  Society  to  do  “work  in  Missouri.  The  succeeding  pastors  of  the  old 
organization  were  Rev.  Charles  N.  Martin,  Rev.  J.  H.  Ross  and  Rev.  James 
Hubbard.  Both  organizations  have  become  extinct  or  absorbed  by  the  other 
churches. 

FAYETTE  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

In  1858  a  church  was  organized  at  Westfield,  and  was  afterward  known 
as  the  Fayette  Baptist  church,  and  had  as  successive  pastors,  Rev.  Alva  Bush, 
who  taught  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University  at  the  same  time,  Rev.  J.  B.  Ward, 
Rev.  A.  Woodward,  Rev.  R.  F.  Powers,  Rev.  A.  W.  Hilton  and  Rev.  M.  H. 
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Perry.  Constant  removals  reduced  the  numbers  and  the  organization  was 
disbanded  in  the  early  eighties.  In  the  same  year,  1858,  a  church  was  organ¬ 
ized  at  Illyria,  growing  out  of  a  flourishing  Sunday  school  held  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  continuing  about  ten  years  with  occasional  preaching  services,  but 
•with  no  regular  pastor.  It  never  was  a  strong  body,  and  after  the  removal 
of  a  majority  of  the  members,  those  remaining  were  granted  letters  of  dis¬ 
missal  to  join  elsewhere.  In  i860  or  1861  a  small  church  was  organized  at 
Eden.  It  reported  to  the  Cedar  Valley  association  in  1861  with  Rev.  S. 
Sherman  as  pastor  and  Whitman  Smith,  clerk.  Later  pastors  were  Rev.  J. 
M.  Wedgewood  and  Rev.  G.  W.  Goodrich.  In  1877  Rev.  L.  Ellingswood 
was  reported  as  pastor,  but  he  removed  soon  after  and  no  further  report  of  the 
organization  was  made. 

ELGIN  GERMAN  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

The  German  Baptist  church  at  Elgin  has  a  history  peculiar  to  itself,  and 
is  a  striking  illustration  of  development  along  scriptural  lines,  coming  to 
those  who  are  seeking  for  light  and  believe  in  the  word  of  God  as  the  foun¬ 
tain  of  truth.  I11  the  fifties  a  number  of  families  emigrated  from  Switzerland 
and  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Elgin,  most  of  whom  had  been  members  of  the 
Reformed  church  in  their  native  country.  Surrounding  them  here,  and  speak¬ 
ing  the  German  tongue,  \vere  Lutherans,  Dunkards  and  those  of  no  religious 
faith,  but- no  Baptists. 

During  the  sixties  several  congregational  ministers,  among  others  the 
Rev.  Henry  Hess,  preached  among  them  and  organized  a  church  of  this  de¬ 
nomination,  and  among  the  members  were  Rudolph  Miller  and  wife,  John  F. 
Miller,  Sr.,  and  Hon.  C.  Miller.  This  church,  however,  was  dissolved  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  sixties.  After  this  dissolution,  the  parties  named  with  C. 
Freiberghaus,  Sr.,  and  wife,  with  John  Hiltbrunner  and  wife,  these  last  two 
families  having  been  members  of  the  Free  church  in  Switzerland,  called  Rev. 
Jacob  Baumann  to  preach  for  them.  He  was  an  ordained  minister  of  the 
Free  church  of  Switzerland,  and  had  been  preaching  with  marked  success 
since  coming  to  this  country  in  1864,  and  he  continued  his  labors  with  them 
until  1879,  coming  from  his  farm,  twelve  miles  distant,  every  other  Sunday, 
receiving  for  his  services  no  other  compensation  than  that  which  comes  from 
a  duty  performed  to  his  fellow  men.  His  faithful  labors  were  blessed  in  the 
conversion  of  many  souls. 

In  1873,  Hon.  C.  Miller,  J.  F.  Miller,  Sr.,  C.  Freiberghaus  and  wife, 
John  Hiltbrunner  and  wife,  after  a  careful  study  of  the  word  of  God,  became 
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convinced  that  it  taught  the  baptism  of  believers  only,  and  this  by  immersion, 
and  requested  of  Rev.  Baumann  that  he  should  baptize  them,  which  he  did. 
These  were  soon  brought  in  contact  with  the  German  Baptist  church  at  Musca¬ 
tine,  whose  pastor,  Rev.  J.  Meyer,  was  often  called  to  assist  Rev.  Baumann 
in  his  work.  They  also  organized  a  Sunday  school  with  Hon.  C.  Miller  as 
superintendent.  He  served  in  this  capacity  about  twenty-five  years,  when  he 
was  relieved  at  his  own  request.  In  1900,  Hans  Kaiser,  the  present  efficient 
superintendent,  was  chosen  his  successor.  This  school  has  always  done  most 
excellent  work.  Early  in  1879,  the  number  of  baptized  believers  having  in¬ 
creased  to  forty,  were  organized  as  the  First  German  Baptist  church  of  Elgin, 
Iowa,  and  incorporated  as  such  under  the  laws  of  Iowa.  Hon.  C.  Miller  was 
elected  as  first  deacon,  and  still  serves  in  that  position.  On  February  2,  1879, 
Rev.  J.  F.  Hoeftlin  became  pastor.  He  served  until  1881.  During  his  pastor¬ 
ate  the  membership  increased  to  fifty-five,  and  a  parsonage  was  built.  He 
was  followed  by  Rev.  William  Shunke,  who  was  pastor  for  thirteen  years, 
until  1894.  During  this  time  one  hundred  five  were  added  to  the  church. 
His  successor  was  Rev.  R.  J.  Hack,  from  1894  until  1902.  Under  his  leader¬ 
ship  one  hundred  sixteen  were  received  into  the  church.  The  present  fine 
church  building  was  erected,  the  parsonage  enlarged  and  all  branches  of  the 
work  improved.  Rev.  C.  F.  Stoeckman  became  pastor  of  the  church  in  1902, 
giving  the  church  faithful  service  until  1907,  when  he  was  called  to  the  First 
German  church  in  St.  Paul  and  Rev.  J.  G.  Draevel  took  up  the  work  which 
he  is  carrying  on  very  successfully  at  the  present  time.  The  work  of  all  these 
ministers,  ably  assisted  by  a  united  church,  has  been  a  great  blessing  in  the 
community.  There  have  been  many  removals,  but  the  membership  is'  now 
over  two  hundred,  and  the  property  is  valued  at  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 
It  engages  in  all  the  work  of  an  active  church,  having  besides  its  Sunday 
school,  a  Baptist  Young  Peoples’  Union  of  one  hundred  members,  with  J.  F. 
Miller,  Jr.,  as  president,  a  Woman’s  Mission  Society,  which  holds  monthly 
meetings  presided  over  by  Mrs.  C.  F.  Freiberghaus.  The  church  clerks  have 
been  Frederick  Muehlethaler,  Melchoir  Fuchsinger  and  Carl  Hackman. 

Music  is  furnished  in  the  different  meetings  by  a  choir  and  band. 

This  church  is  connected  with  the  German  Baptist  conference  of  Iowa, 
which  is  doing  a  grand  work  among  the  German-speaking  population  of  the 
state. 

EXTINCT  CHURCHES. 

A  church  was  organized  in  1870  at  Taylorsville  by  Rev.  F.  Kidder,  who 
served  as  pastor.  Its  existence,  however,  was  a  short  one. 

Clermont  church  was  organized  in  1875  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Douglas  and  F.  Y. 
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Whitmore.  Its  pastors  were  Rev.  J.  B.  Edmondson  and  Rev.  M.  H.  Perry. 
Its  existence  was  of  brief  duration,  several  of  the  active  members  soon  mov¬ 
ing  to  other  parts. 

The  chui ch  at  Randalia  was  organized  by  Rev.  M.  H.  Perry  in  1878,  and 
the  recognition  council  was  composed  of  Rev.  M.  H.  Perry,  Rev.  F.  Kidder 
and  F.  Y.  Whitmore.  Its  pastors  were  Rev.  M.  H.  Perry  and  Rev.  J.  O. 
Dean.  It  later  disbanded  and  letters  of  dismissal  were  given  to  the  members 
remaining. 

In  1865,  a  few  persons  met  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Charles  Hanson,  in 
Jefferson  township,  and  after  a  season  of  singing  and  prayer,  it  was  decided 
to  organize  for  Sunday  school  and  other  Christian  work,  and  out  of  this  grew 
a  Baptist  church  which  existed  for  several  years  and  had  as  pastors  Rev.  A. 
W.  Hilton,  Rev.  Sherman,  Rev.  Sprague,  Rev.  R.  H.  Shafto,  Rev.  J.  O.  Dean, 
Rev.  F.  Ellingwood  and  perhaps  others.  This  organization,  however,  has 
not  reported  for  several  years. 

FREE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  OELWEIN. 

On  March  27,  1875,  the  Free  Baptist  church  of  Oelwein  was  organized 
with  eight  charter  members.  The  organization  was  effected  in  a  small  school 
house  situated  a  short  distance  west  of  where  the  Chicago  Great  Western  sta¬ 
tion  now  stands.  At  a  meeting  held  in  the  following  month,  Rev.  C.  B. 
Messer  was  engaged  as  pastor.  During  the  first  year,  the  membership  was 
increased  to  thirty-four  and  a  church  building  was  erected  costing  one  thou¬ 
sand  two  hundred  dollars,  which  they  continued  to  occupy  until  1892  when 
the  property  was  sold  and  a  new  church  and  parsonage  combined  was  built  on 
the  corner  of  First  avenue,  East  and  First  street  north,  which,  however,  was 
destroyed  by  fire  on  December  1,  1909,  and  arrangements  are  now  made  for 
a  fine,  new,  brick  structure  which,  it  is  expected,  will  be  completed  during  the 
year  1910.  As  far  as  can  be  learned,  the  church  has  had  eighteen  pastors, 
the  present  one,  Rev.  J.  J.  Tatum,  beginning  his  labors  in  1908.  It  has  al¬ 
ways  been  an  influential  Christian  body  and  has  done  and  is  still  doing  most 
excellent  work  for  the  Master  in  the  community. 

There  was  also  a  Free  Baptist  church  organized  in  ah  early  day  at  the 
home  of  W.  T.  Wade  in  Banks  township  but  no  records  are  obtainable  re¬ 
garding  it. 

BAPTISTS  OF  JEFFERSON  TOWNSHIP. 

A  Primitive  Baptist  church  with  twelve  members  was  organized  in  Jeffer¬ 
son  township  in  1854,  Rev.  Guthrie  coming  from  Linn  county  to  assist  in 
the  organization.  Rev.  J.  B.  Burch  was  pastor  for  many  years,  and  it  still  has 
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an  existence  with  occasional  preaching  services.  This  body  also  did  work  for 
several  years  in  different  parts  of  the  comity. 

In  this  history  no  account  has  been  taken  of  itinerant  and  evangelistic 
work  done  by  Rev.  P.  Colgrove,  Rev.  F.  Kidder,  Rev.  A.  W.  Hilton  and  others, 
which  has  been  of  great  value  to  the  general  Christian  work  in  the  county. 
Neither  should  the  estimate  of  good  done  be  measured  by  this  fact  that  weak 
church  organizations  have  fallen  by  the  way.  Out  of  the  ranks  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  and  among  those  who  have  lived  in  the  county  have  come  many  workers 
in  other  fields  who  have  done  and  are  now  doing  valiant  services  for  the 
Kingdom.  Among  them,  Rev.  Alva  Bush,  a  pioneer  settler  in  Putnam  town¬ 
ship,  who  after  leaving  this  county  established  and  for  many  years  conducted 
the  Cedar  Valley  Seminary,  now  one  of  the  recognized  schools  of  the  state; 
Col.  Alonzo  Abernethy,  at  one  time  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction, 
afterward  principal  of  Cedar  Valley  Seminary  and  for  many  years  on  the 
board  of  regents  of  the  State  University;  Rev.  N.  B.  Rairden,  for  some  years 
general  secretary  of  the  Iowa  Baptist  State  convention  and  afterward  district 
secretary  of  the  American  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society  for  several  states; 
Rev.  J.  E.  Clough,  the  most  noted  of  modern  foreign  missionaries,  whose  suc¬ 
cess  among  the  Telegus  of  India  was  the  marvel  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
and  Dr.  F.  B.  Whitmore,  now  resident  secretary  of  the  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Association  at  Nanking,  China;  besides  many  others  whose  work  has 
been  in  less  prominent  fields. 

BAPTIST  CHURCH  AT  FAYETTE. 

On  February  6,  1858,  several  persons  of  the  Baptist  persuasion  met  at 
the  house  of  M.  H.  Root,  in  the  south  part  of  Fayette,  and  determined  to 
organize  a  Baptist  church.  Elijah  Norton  and  J.  B.  Kingsbury  were  appoint¬ 
ed  a  committee  to  prepare  articles  of  faith  and  a  church  covenant  under  which 
they  might  organize,  and  agreed  to  meet  one  week  later  at  the  house  of  C.  C. 
West  to  effect  the  organization.  Among  its  charter  members  and  those  com¬ 
ing  in  immediately  thereafter  were  Elijah  Norton  and  Sabra,  his  wife,  J.  B. 
Kingsbury  and  Hannah,  his  wife,  M.  H.  Root,  Mrs.  C.  C.  West,  Mrs.  A.  Still¬ 
well,  Mrs.  John  Grannis,  William  Bonine  and  Mary  his  wife,  E.  B.  Nichols 
and  wife,  Rice  Kidder  and  wife,  Jonathan  Kidder  and  wife,  H.  D.  and  Homer 
E.  Norton. 

Elijah  Norton  was  elected  deacon  and  J.  B.  Kingsbury,  clerk  and  treas¬ 
urer.  The  formal  recognition  of  this  as  an  independent  church  was  made 
May  16,  1857.  Rev.  George  Scott,  of  Strawberry  Point,  rendered  efficient 
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service  in  establishing  the  church  and  continued  to  assist  and  preach  occasion¬ 
ally  until  October,  1859,  when  Rev.  Alva  Bush  was  installed  as  pastor.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  stay  the  church  increased  in  numbers  and  usefulness,  his  able  and 
efficient  ministrations  leading  it  to  its  high-water  mark  of  prosperity.  After 
about  two  years’  service  he  was  called  to  the  principalship  of  Cedar  Valley 
Seminary,  in  which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  faithful  life. 

Afterwards  Rev.  J.  A.  Ward,  living  near  Strawberry  Point,  served  the 
church  for  several  years,  but  not  as  resident  pastor ;  later,  during  short  periods 
Revs.  Woodard,  Hilton,  Bowers  and  Perry  held  regular  preaching  appoint¬ 
ments,  reaching  to  about  the  year  1876.  Up  to  that  time  covenant  meetings 
were  held  regularly  on  alternate  Saturday  afternoons,  but  deaths  and  removals 
had  then  so  reduced  the  membership  that  they  ceased  to  be  active,  and  on 
April  2,  1881,  they  voted  to  disband,  most  of  those  remaining  placing  their 
membership  with  the  Baptist  church  at  West  Union. 


THE  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH  IN  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Owens 

[Mr.  Owens  has  always  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  active  and 
useful  members  of  this  great  religious  organization,  and  has  been  a  promoter 
of  its  welfare  in  this  county  for  more  than  half  a  century.  Pie  witnessed 
the  building  of  nearly  all  the  churches  in  the  county,  and  was  a  liberal  con¬ 
tributor  thereto.  He  was  a  member  of  the  building  committee  that  con¬ 
structed  the  church  in  West  Union,  and  bore  his  full  share  in  all  church 
expenses,  including  the  entertainment  of  priests  and  others  at  his  home  until 
a  parish  house  was  secured.  In  weakness  and  physical  distress,  he  has  super¬ 
vised  the  construction  of  this  history,  which  involved  much  writing  of  letters 
and  comparing  of  notes  with  other  old  settlers.  His  estimable  wife  has  been 
equally  interested  and  zealous,  and  has  borne  no  small  part  in  the  compilation 
and  writing  of  the  article  which  follows.  She  is  the  daughter  of  one  of  the 
pioneer  Catholics  at  Fayette  at  whose  parental  home  the  early  services  of  the 
church  were  held. — Editor.] 

THE  CHURCH  AT  WAUCOMA. 

3 

The  first  Catholic  church  was  built  three  and  one-half  miles  west  of  Wau- 
coma  and  called  St.  Rose.  It  was  built  of  stone,  later  rebuilt  of  wood  and 
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still  stands  in  good  condition  at  present.  A  commodious  priest’s  house  was 
also  built  at  about  the  same  time.  The  church  was  commenced  in  1855,  and 
completed  in  1856.  There  Was  no  resident  priest  at  that  time. 

The  first  resident  priest  was  Rev.  Father  McCullough.  He  was  followed 
by  Rev.  Father  McGuinness,  Rev.  Father  Harrison,  Rev.  Father  Farley,  Rev. 
Father  Lynch,  Rev.  Father  Quirk,  Rev.  Father  McMahan,  Rev.  Father  Hen- 
nessy,  Rev.  Father  O'Reilly  and  Rev.  Father  Hogan,  who  is  the  present  pas¬ 
tor.  As  this  parish  grew  older  and  larger,  and  more  Catholics  took  up  their 
residence  in  the  town  of  Waucoma,  it  became  necessary  to  divide  the  parish, 
and  in  the  year  1899  a  fine  new  church  was  built  in  Waucoma,  followed  soon 
after  by  a  modern  priest’s  house,  all  of  which  was  built  by  Father  Hogan,  who 
is  still  the  pastor,  and  who  is  beloved  and  respected  by  all. 

ST.  LUCAS  GERMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

In  1855  the  German  Catholics  in  St.  Lucas  turned  their  thoughts  toward 
building  a  church.  About  the  middle  of  May  they  raised  the  logs  and  there 
they  stood  until  September  the  same  year.  In  the  meantime  they  got  a 
letter  from  Bishop  Matthew  Loras  to  get  the  church  built  and  name  it  St. 
Lucas.  All  went  to  work,  and  the  building  was  ready  by  October  18th,  same 
year.  Rev.  Father  Laurient  read  the  first  mass  in  this  little  church,  which 
was  built  of  hewed  white  oak  logs.  In  1858  there  was  a  frame  addition  built 
to  it.  In  1859  they  purchased  the  first  bell  and  had  mass  every  third  Sun¬ 
day  in  the  month.  The  priest  who  attended  them  came  from  Festina.  In 
the  year  1870  the  first  priest  took  up  his  residence  in  St.  Lucas.  His  name 
was  Rev.  Schulte.  He  at  once  commenced  to  build  the  new  brick  church, 
forty  by  sixty  feet  and  twenty-four  feet  hig-h.  When  the  church  was  com¬ 
pleted  he  went  to  New  Vienna.  In  1871  Father  Frey  came  and  he  at  once 
commenced  to  build  the  first  parochial  school.  At  present  there  are  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  children  taught  by  the  St.  Francis  Sisters.  In  1882 
Rev.  Frey  was  removed  and  Father  Boeding  was  sent  instead.  In  1883  he 
built  an  addition  to  the  brick  church.  It  is  claimed  by  a  good  many  people 
that  this  is  the  nicest  church  property  in  the  county.  Father  Boeding  enjoys 
the  pleasure  of  being  the  pastor  at  the  present  time. 

CLERMONT  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

In  the  year  1855  the  Catholics  of  Clermont  built  a  small  log  church  about 
five  miles  north  of  the  town.  Mass  was  celebrated  occasionally  by  Rev.  Father 
McCullough,  from  Waucoma,  and  Father  De  Kelley  (a  nephew  of  Bishop 
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Loras)  of  Dubuque.  In  1856  the  little  log  church  was  abandoned  and  was 
used  for  a  school  house  until  destroyed  by  fire  in  1857.  In  the  meantime  mass 
was  celebrated  in  the  home  of  Peter  Cummings,  in  the  town  of  Clermont,  until 
a  new  church  was  built  under  the  supervision  of  Father  Nagle,  of  McGregor. 
The  ground  was  purchased  from  Peter  Cummings  and  as  a  token  of  regard 
for  him  Father  Nagle  had  the  church  called  St.  Peter’s.  Father  Nagle  con¬ 
tinued  to  have  charge  of  the  church  for  twelve  years.  Then  Rev.  Ouigley, 
of  Elkader,  took  charge  of  it  for  about  a  year,  when  Rev.  J.  J.  Smith  was 
appointed  resident  pastor  and  started  to  build  a  parsonage,  but  was  removed 
to  Emmetsburg  before  the  house  was  completed.  Rev.  M.  O’Carroll  suc¬ 
ceeded  Father  Smith  in  December,  1872,  and  finished  building  the  house  at 
a  cost  of  five  thousand  dollars.  He  remained  five  years,  when  Rev.  E. 
O’Sullivan  took  charge,  the  parish  being  in  a  flourishing  condition.  A 
new  and  up-to-date  church  was  talked  of  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
solicit  funds,  the  church  to  cost  about  eighteen  thousand  dollars.  Rev.  John 
Hackett  took  charge  of  the  parish  just  as  the  work  of  building  the  church 
was  begun.  The  church  was  finished  and  dedicated  in  1882.  Father  Mur¬ 
phy  and  Father  Brennan  were  two  young  priests  who  attended  this  parish, 
each  a  short  time,  then  were  taken  sick  and  died.  Rev  Bernard  Coyle  was 
pastor  from  1892  to  1897.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Charles  McCabe, 
who  remained  five  years.  Then  came  the  present  pastor.  Rev,  Father  Far- 
relly,  who  is  a  young  man  who  has  endeared  himself  to  all  people  regardless 
of  religious  belief.  The  first  resident  priest,  Father  J.  J.  Smith,  is  still 
living  at  Emmetsburg,  Iowa.  Ex-Governor  William  Larrabee  has  always 
been  a  generous  donor,  giving  freely  to  all  their  buildings,  also  giving  a  fine 
bell  and  an  elegant  pipe  organ. 

WEST  UNION  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

The  West  Union  Catholic  church  was  built  in  1870.  The  first  mass  was 
celebrated  in  it  November  13th  of  that  year.  Father  Harrison,  of  Waucoma, 
was  the  priest  who  attended  at  that  time.  Prior  to  this  mass  was  celebrated 
in  private  houses,  occasionally  by  Father  O’Byrne,  of  Elkader,  Father  McCul¬ 
lough,  of  Waucoma,  Father  Nagle,  of  McGregor,  and  Father  Quigley,  of 
Elkader.  It  was  next  attended  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Smith,  of  Clermont,  who  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  M.  O.  Carroll,  who  remained  five  years,  but  resided  in 
Clermont.  After  his  removal  Rev.  E.  O'Sullivan,  of  Clermont,  took  charge  for 
a  short  time.  As  the  parish  was  thought  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and 
sufficiently  able  to  have  a  resident  priest,  they  asked  for  one  and  Rev.  Father 
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McMahan  came  and  made  his  home  with  John  Owens.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  Father  Burns,  who  immediately  purchased  a  house  and  in  about  a  year 
built  an  addition  to  it  and  that  is  the  residence  of  the  pastor  at  the  present 
time.  He  was  succeeded  by  Father  Cooney  who  remained  but  a  short  time 
and  was  followed  by  Rev.  James  Mulligan,  who  remained  their  beloved  pastor 
for  sixteen  years.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Father  Regan,  a  young  man 
who  commands  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him  and  is  the  pastor 
at  the  present  time. 

THE  WADENA  CHURCH. 

In  1870  a  Catholic  church  was  built  in  Wadena.  Father  Quigley,  of 
Elkader,  was  the  priest  attending  at  the  time  the  church  was  being  built. 
This  church  was  attended  by  the  priests  who  resided  at  Elkader  until  Father 
McMahan  came  to  West  Union  to  reside  and  he  then  took  charge  of  the 
church.  The  latter  was  succeeded  by  Father  Mulligan,  of  West  Union.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  time  a  change  was  made  and  the  resident  pastor  of  Volga  City  took 
charge  of  the  church  at  Wadena.  In  1909  a  fine  new  brick  church  was  built. 
It  was  dedicated  September  8th  of  the  same  year.  Father  Heatherton,  of 
Volga  City,  is  the  beloved  pastor  at  the  present  time. 

FAYETTE  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

The  Catholic  church  \vas  built  in  Fayette  in  1878.  Prior  to  that  time 
mass  was  celebrated  in  private  houses  and  in  the  town  hall.  Father  Burns, 
now  pastor  at  Rockwell,  Iowa,  was  resident  pastor  at  West  Union,  and  at¬ 
tended  the  little  parish  of  Fayette.  He  took  hold  and  with  zeal  and  hard  work, 
both  the  priest  and  the  people  uniting  their  energies,  they  succeeded  in  build¬ 
ing  the  present  commodious  church.  It  is  always  attended  by  the  pastor 
from  West  Union,  Father  Regan  being  the  present  pastor  there. 

OELWEIN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

The  first  Catholic  church  was  built  in  Oelwein  in  1876,  and  was  attended 
by  a  priest  from  Fairbanks.  On  October  25,  1890,  Father  P.  S.  O’Connor 
was  made  resident  pastor.  In  the  following  year  he  built  a  new  church 
seventy-five  by  thirty-six  feet  in  size  at  a  cost  of  eight  thousand  dollars.  This 
is  now  entirely  inadequate  to  accommodate  the  congregation,  and  they  are 
building  a  new  church  at  a  cost  of  sixty  thousand  dollars  to  be  ready  for  oc¬ 
cupancy  in  November,  1910.  The  dimensions  are  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
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feet  by  sixty-six  feet,  Gothic  style  of  architecture.  The  material  used  in 
building  is  St.  Louis  pressed  brick,  trimmed  with  Bedford  stone  and  finished 
in  oak.  Marble  altars  and  all  interior  furniture  to  match.  It  will  seat 
twelve  hundred  persons.  The  parochial  school  was  built  in  1904,  a  three- 
story  building  of  pressed  brick,  trimmed  in  stone,  with  steam  heat  and  all 
modern  sanitary  improvements.  The  size  of  the  building  is  seventy-one 
by  fifty  feet  and  cost  twenty-seven  thousand  dollars.  From  1890  to  the 
present  time  Father  O’Connor  has  been  the  resident  pastor.  It  has  been  his 
privilege  and  pleasure  to  watch  the  growth  of  his  congregation  all  these  years, 
and  to  work  unceasingly  for  all  these  modern  new  buildings  of  such  magnif¬ 
icent  designs.  It  is  hoped  he  may  live  many  years  to  enjoy  his  new  church 
which  is  now  under  construction,  and  which  is  costing  him  much  anxiety  and 
hard  Work. 

WESTGATE  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

The  Westgate  church  was  built  in  the  year  1887.  The  first  pastor  was 
Father  Hogan,  followed  by  Father  Brogan,  who  was  succeeded  by  Father 
Malloy;  the  last  and  present  pastor  is  Father  Murphy.  Westgate  has  never 
had  a  resident  pastor.  All  of  the  above  named  priests  have  resided  in  Sumner, 
Bremer  county,  Iowa. 


THE  HAWKEYE  CHURCH. 

The  Catholic  church  in  Hawkeye  was  built  in  1893.  Rev.  James  Mulli¬ 
gan,  the  pastor  of  West  Union  church,  was  the  priest  who  superintended  the 
building  of  the  church  and  was  its  first  pastor.  He  was  suceeded  by  Father 
Regan,  who  is  the  present  pastor;  he  also  resides  in  West  Union. 


PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH,  FAYETTE. 

The  Protestant  Episcopal  church  was  organized  early  in  1864.  Dr.  D. 
Alexander,  Thomas  Fowells  and  others  were  active  in  the  enterprise  and  on 
July  1 2th  of  that  year  A.  N.  Goodrich  executed  a  deed  of  lots  8  and  9,  block 
3,  of  Fayette,  to  the  “wardens  and  vestrymen  of  St.  Paul’s  parish  of  Fayette 
county  and  state  of  Iowa,”  Mr.  Goodrich  donating  one  of  the  lots  and  re¬ 
ceiving  thirty  dollars  for  the  other.  Mr.  Fowells  and  Mr.  Goodrich  were 
vestrymen ;  the  names  of  the  wardens  we  have  been  unable  to  ascertain. 
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Building  operations  were  at  once  commenced  and  the  structure,  not  large  but 
inviting,  \vas  enclosed  and  ready  for  occupancy  in  the  fall.  Jay  Cooke,  of 
Philadelphia,  presented  the  church  with  a  bell  of  most  beautiful  tone,  and 
Rev.  Jacob  Rambo,  a  returned  missionary,  became  rector,  and  a  very  creditable 
congregation  was  gathered.  He  was  succeeded  at  the  end  of  two  years  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  who  in  turn  was  followed  by  Rev.  Sidney  Smith.  Services 
twice  a  month  were  held  by  Rev.  Mr.  Strong,  of  Davenport,  and  others,  but 
no  permanent  rector  was  secured.  For  some  years  there  was  no  service,  and 
at  length,  by  direction  of  the  Bishop  of  Iowa,  the  building  was  removed  to 
Oelwein  and  the  lots  were  sold  July  5,  1892,  to  John  Graf. 

CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH  OF  FAYETTE. 

By  Rev.  J.  L.  Paine. 

The  First  Congregational  church  of  Fayette  was  organized  December  1, 
1855,  a  most  bitterly  cold  day,  at  the  home  of  M.  N.  Sykes,  about  two  and  a 
half  miles  southwest  of  town.  Mr.  Sykes  then  lived  in  a  log  house,  but  later 
built  a  commodious  brick  residence,  which  for  many  years  was  the  home  of  J. 
B.  Rogers.  It  was  nearly  a  mile  west  of  ‘‘The  Old  Wilcox  Place,”  where  the 
Methodist  church  was  organized  nearly  six  years  before.  Nine  persons  com¬ 
posed  the  gathering:  three  ordained  ministers,  Revs.  S.  D.  Helms,  J.  Sampson 
and  R.  Ramsey,  who  constituted  the  council  to  recognize  the  infant  church, 
and  six  persons  who  were  to  constitute  its  membership,  viz. :  M.  N.  Sykes, 
Diana  Sykes,  B.  N.  Johnson,  O.  S.  Campbell,  Mrs.  Campbell  and  Lucretia 
Currier.  M.  N.  Sykes  and  wife,  on  their  first  arrival  in  the  vicinity,  had 
united  temporarily  with  the  Methodists  (June  14,  1853),  desiring,  as  he  ex¬ 
pressed  it,  “a  place  to  board  until  the  Congregationalists  could  set  up 
housekeeping.”  Mr.  Sykes,  who  was  the  moving  spirit  of  the  church,  was  a 
small,  sparefaced  man,  eminently  spiritual  in  his  nature,  just  and  generous  in 
his  everyday  life,  a  veritable  “pattern  of  piety”  to  all  the  world. 

After  the  articles  of  faith  were  read,  they  were  duly  signed  and  Mr. 
Helms  \vas  engaged  as  pastor  for  one  year,  services  to  be  at  the  Sykes  home 
and  Mr.  Helms  devoting  half  his  time.  At  the  end  of  the  year  services  were 
moved  to  the  stone  school  house  nearly  a  mile  west,  at  the  township  corners, 
and  Mr.  Helms  served  the  church  two  years  longer.  The  revival  spirit  of 
1857-8  reached  their  church  and  community  and  resulted  in  accessions  to  the 
membership,  including  Charles  Hoyt  by  letter,  A.  M.  Currier  and  others  on 
profession  of  faith.  In  1858  services  were  moved  to  Fayette  and  were  held 
at  first  in  the  historic  “old  log  school  house,”  later  to  the  school  room  on 
Main  street  and  thence  to  the  one  on  Water  street. 
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Following  the  three  years’  pastorate  of  Mr.  Helms,  Rev.  Sanford  Halbert 
was  employed  for  one  year,  and  again  Mr.  Helms,  who  resided  at  Lima,  where 
a  Congregationalist  church  had  been  formed  in  1857,  supplied  the  pulpit, 
dividing  his  time  between  Lima,  Fayette  and  West  Union,  though  services 
after  a  time  became  somewhat  irregular,  the  Civil  war  absorbing  general  at¬ 
tention.  In  the  spring  of  1863  Rev.  Thomas  N.  Skinner,  from  St.  Lawrence 
county,  New  York,  came  as  pastor  and  remained  about  a  year  and  a  half, 
when  Rev.  J.  J.  Hill,  one  of  the  famous  “Iowa  Band1’  formed  at  Andover 
Theological  Seminary  in  1843,  was  secured  and  commenced  work  November 
1,  1864.  In  the  spring  of  1865  a  Sunday  school  was  organized  in  connection 
with  the  Baptists  and  continued  thus  until  1871,  when  it  was  reorganized  as  a 
Congregational  school  and  has  continued  SO'  since.  In  the  fall  of  1865  ser¬ 
vices  were  moved  to  the  brick  hall  over  the  Fox  furniture  store,  and  the  next 
spring  to  a  room  in  the  three-story  building  on  Water  street,  for  some  years 
the  home  of  T.  D.  Peterman.  After  the  erection  of  the  brick  school  house 
services  were  held  there. 

During  Mr.  Hill’s  pastorate  and  for  some  time  following  the  church 
register  suffered  greatly  by  removals.  Mr.  Sykes  went  to  Independence,  and 
in  the  multiplied  migrations  following  the  close  of  the  war  the  church  found 
itself  a  loser.  A  natural  feeling  of  depression  prevailed,  and  for  nearly  two 
years  they  were  without  a  regular  pastor.  In  October,  1868,  Rev.  J.  T.  Clos- 
son  was  secured  at  a  salary  of  six  hundred  dollars,  one-half  of  which  was  paid 
by  the  Home  Missionary  Society.  March  7,  1869,  H.  W.  Waterbury  and 
wife,  and  their  son,  S.  E.  Waterbury,  and  wife,  were  added  to  the  church 
list  and  proved  of  great  help,  especially  in  its  financial  interests.  Objections 
were  being  made  to  using  the  school  house  as  a  place  for  religious  services, 
and  the  serious  question  of  a  place  to  meet  was  confronting  them.  Mr. 
Waterbury  said,  “Let  us  build.”  On  May  226.,  articles  of  incorporation  were 
adopted,  with  Charles  Hoyt,  H.  W.  Waterbury  and  F.  M.  Aylsworth  as  trus¬ 
tees,  and  a  subscription  paper  started.  On  June  20th  it  was  decided  to  pro¬ 
ceed  at  once  with  the  building,  a  location  having  already  been  secured.  The 
church  was  dedicated  October  9,  1870,  Rev.  O.  Guernsey  preaching  the  ser¬ 
mon.  Mr.  Closson  had  closed  his  pastorate  in  July  preceding.  After  the 
church  was  opened  S.  D.  Helms  and  W.  B.  Williams  held  brief  pastorates. 

So  far  as  known,  all  who  were  active  in  founding  and  firmly  planting  this 
early  church  have  passed  over,  except  Deacon  F.  M.,  Aylsworth,  who,  with 
shadows  still  lengthening,  is  patiently  waiting  his  translation.  Mrs.  Winslow 
Stearns,  who  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Congregational  church  at  Lima  in 
1857,  and  previously  a  member  at  West  Union,  is  also  a  communicant  here, 
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and  one  of  the  few  links  connecting  the  present  with  the  strenuous  work  of 
half  a  century  ago. 

On  November  1,  1871,  Rev.  W.  S.  Potwin  commenced  a  very  successful 
pastorate  of  two  years  and  a  half.  He  is  still  living,  a  resident  of  Independ¬ 
ence,  Iowa.  Mr.  Potwin  Was  followed  in  succession  by  E.  C.  Moulton,  Wil¬ 
liam  Leavett,  J.  R.  Barnes,  L.  W.  Winslow,  N.  W.  Scarrett,  Robert  Mumby, 
J.  E.  Snowden,  D.  O.  Bean,  Herbert  J.  Wykoff,  Benjamin  St.  John,  W.  B. 
Klose,  Frank  W.  Weatherwax,  and  A.  J.  Benton,  the  present  incumbent. 

The  church  building  was  remodeled  in  1895  under  the  superintendence 
of  Rev.  J.  E.  Snowden,  at  which  time  the  additions  on  both  the  north  and 
south  were  built,  also  the  vestibule  and  belfry,  making  it  a  perfect  gem  of  a 
church.  About  ten  years  ago  a  fine  parsonage  was  purchased  from  G.  W. 
Chaffin,  he  donating  one  thousand  dollars  thereto  on  which  he  received 
an  annuity  during  life.  His  recent  death  frees  the  church  from  all  financial 
indebtedness. 


THE  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  IN  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

By  Rev.  G.  Blessin. 

In  order  that  the  reader  might  more  readily  understand  the  following 
lines  a  brief  retrospect  will  be  needed  first  of  all. 

The  Lutheran  church  took  its  beginning  with  the  Apostolic  age  and  it 
will  stand  as  long  as  it  continues  to  remain  faithful  to  the  God  it  preaches  and 
teaches.  It  is  true  that  the  outward  form  of  the  church,  with  the  name 
“Lutheran,”  which,  like  the  word  “Protestant,”  was  originally  a  spite  name, 
found  its  existence  as  such  in  the  time  of  the  Reformation  in  the  fourteenth 
century.  At  the  head  of  this  world  movement  were  Luther,  Zwingli,  Calvin 
and  others  of  equal  fame,  and  it  was  Luther’s  work  especially  which  not  only 
put  life  into  the  very  dry  bones  of  a  decaying  Romanism,  but  which  also  com¬ 
pletely  changed  the  map  of  mere  intellect  and  put  the  learning  of  the  world 
on  a  higher  plane  than  it  had  ever  been  on  before. 

The  northern  part  of  Europe,  with  Germany,  Sweden,  Norway  and 
Denmark,  and  a  part  of  Holland,  soon  became  loyal  to  the  confessions  of 
Lutheranism.  In  the  meantime  explorations  of  great  importance  were  be¬ 
ing  made  in  America,  which  had  just  been  discovered,  and  which  was  even 
now  regarded  a  boon  and  a  haven  of  rest  for  the  peoples  of  Europe,  depressed 
as  they  were  politically  and  religiously.  Here,  thought  they,  we  will  at  last 
find  freedom. 

In  the  South  the  Spanish  banner  in  its  greed  for  gold  had  found  an  in- 
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glorious  grave.  The  North,  however,  called  a  different  class  of  men,  who 
were  brave,  honest,  eager  for  other  battles  than  those  of  powder,  sword  and 
gun.  These  were  men  and  women  of  various  creeds  and  confessions,  and 
among  them  were  also  Lutherans. 

The  pioneers  in  Lutheranism  in  America  came  from  Holland,  settling 
as  early  as  1643  in  and  around  the  city  of  New  York.  The  Swedes  were 
the  next  to  come,  and  while  the  Holland  Dutch  did  not  come  so  much  for 
the  purpose  of  seeking  religious  freedom  and  organizing  congregations,  the 
Swedes  came  with  that  very  object  in  view,  and  thus  are  “de  facto”  the 
founders  and  organizers  of  the  first  Lutheran  organizations  in  this  country. 

It  might  be  well  to  mention  at  this  time  that  America  had  been  discovered 
about  two  hundred  years  before  German  immigration  began.  Doctor  Jacobs 
says  that  probably  the  entire  number  of  Germans  coming  to  this  country 
in  the  eighteenth  century  might  be  placed  upon  an  ordinary  steamship  of  the 
present  time.  It  was  William  Penn,  that  firm,  unquaking  Quaker  and  phil¬ 
anthropist  of  his  day,  who1  first  instigated  German  immigration.  This  im¬ 
migration  began  in  1708,  going  forward  in  a  decided  crescendo  until  recent 
times,  when  it  took  a  decided  decrescendo  attitude,  due  perhaps  to  more  en¬ 
lightened  conditions  throughout  the  German  empire,  and  it  may  be  that  the 
decided  increase  in  Russian  and  Italian  immigration  has  also  had  an  influence 
in  stemming  the  German  flow. 

The  early  immigrants  were  nourished  in  faith  and  creed  and  church  by 
the  mother  church  abroad,  who  not  only  saw  her  vigorous  child  go  into  a  self- 
sustaining,  glorious  development,  but  who  also  did  what  she  could  for  this 
child’s  spiritual  welfare.  That  this  work  was  well  done  the  following  figures 
will  prove : 

1638,  one  minister,  one  congregation ;  1823,  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  ministers,  seven  hundred  congregations ;  1850,  five  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  ministers,  fifteen  hundred  congregations ;  1900,  six  thousand  seven  hun¬ 
dred  and  ten  ministers,  eleven  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  con¬ 
gregations;  1909,  eight  thousand,  five  hundred  ministers,  fourteen  thousand 
congregations. 

In  the  city  of  New  York  the  Lutheran  church  is  the  second  largest  in 
number.  In  point  of  growth  the  church  has  in  the  last  three  years  been  first, 
having  a  higher  percentage  of  increase  than  any  other,  and  this  truly  is  a 
hopeful  sign,  when  we  can  ask,  not  “How  big  is  your  garden,  but,  “How 
does  your  garden  grow?”  The  one  points  to  stagnation  and  an  end  of 
things,  the  other  looks  forward  to  endless  growth  and  to  a  glorious  immensity. 

The  Lutheran  church  is  not  a  church  of  a  language.  Originally  German, 
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it  now  seems  to  thrive  in  the  English,  and  especially  in  Scandinavian  tongues, 
in  Icelandish  and  Slav,  a  sort  of  return  of  the  pentecostal  condition.  North, 
South,  East  and  West  are  all  telling  the  same  story  of  thrift  and  growth. 
Churches  and  church  bodies,  conferences,  synods  are  at  work  blasting  and 
forging.  God  only  knows  what  blessings  have  been  Wrought  through  the 
channels  of  this  church  to  the  individual,  to  the  country,  to  the  state  and 
county  in  the  everlasting  fight  for  the  ideal.  Then,  too,  it  seems  that  the 
Lutheran  church  will  be  a  further  factor  in  the  varied  development  of  our 
county.  Seeing  that  it  thrives  in  any  language,  under  any  form  of  church 
or  political  government,  it  will  undoubtedly  have  a  future  on  our  home  soil. 
Looking  over  the  map  of  Fayette  county,  I  might  say  that  there  are  Luther¬ 
ans  living  in  every  township,  and  that  there  are  Lutheran  congregations  in 
ten  of  the  townships,  from  which  centers  other  smaller  flocks  are  served. 

Dover,  Windsor,  Bethel,  Illyria,  Harlan,  Fremont,  Jefferson,  Oran  and 
Fairbanks  have  such  church  centers.  Though  the  ideal  has  not  been  attained 
by  any  of  these  churches,  their  influence  as  centers  of  the  moral  and  the  up¬ 
lifting  life  should  not  be  underestimated.  They  are  sowing  the  seed  faith¬ 
fully  and  carefully,  and  there  is  a  hope  that  in  due  season,  with  rain  and  sun¬ 
shine,  the  good  seed  will  bring  forth  fruit  for  the  temporal  and  eternal  welfare 
of  all  concerned. 

In  1854  the  German  Lutheran  synod  of  Iowa  Was  founded  at  St.  Sebald, 
Iowa,  near  Strawberry  Point,  and  consisted  then  of  four  ministers  and  five 
congregations.  The  missionary  zeal  of  these  men  did  not  find  its  whole  rest 
in  their  respective  charges,  but  it  went  out  to  hunt  up  the  brethren  of  their 
confessions  everywhere.  So  they  visited  on  their  journeys  of  missionary  zeal 
from  Dubuque  to  St.  Sebald  and  the  surrounding  country.  Rev.  G.  Gross- 
man,  Rev.  I.  Deindoerfer,  S.  and  G.  Fritschel,  all  men  of  blessed  memory, 
came  to  Fayette  county  before  any  congregations  had  been  formed,  minister¬ 
ing  with  word  and  sacrament  to  a  flock  that  was  shepherdless.  Their  work 
was  not  in  vain,  and  today  we  bow  our  heads  at  their  mention,  knowing  how 
indelibly  their  names  are  linked  to  the  history  of  the  Lutheran  church  in 
Fayette  county  and  to  that  of  our  whole  blessed  country. 

The  Germans  coming  to  this  country  in  the  early  fifties  were  mostly 
Lutherans  by  birth.  While  the  Germans  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  set¬ 
tled  by  themselves  in  Auburn  and  Eden  townships,  the  Lutherans  settled 
in  various  localities.  The  first  Lutheran  congregation  founded  in  the  county 
is  the  Zion's  congregation  in  Windsor  township,  founded  in  1859.  Connected 
with  this  first  organization  was  the  church  in  Dover  township,  at  Eldorado, 
which  was,  however,  not  self-sustaining  until  later. 
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The  first  pastor  lived  in  a  log  cabin  which  stood  in  the  place  of  the  present 
parsonage  of  the  Windsor  congregation,  experiencing  all  the  hardships  of  a 
pioneer  life.  About  the  same  time  a  small  congregation  came  into  existence 
at  Waucoma,  which  was  served  by  the  Rev.  I.  Deindoerfer,  who  shortly  after 
removed  to  the  larger  and  more  promising  charge  in  Windsor.  He  cared  for 
the  weak  and  struggling  congregations  at  Eldorado,  West  Union,  Waucoma 
and  Fort  Atkinson,  and  deserves  the  name  of  Fayette  county's  Nestor  of 
Lutheranism.  In  1861  he  was  called  to  serve  a  Lutheran  congregation  at 
Madison,  Wisconsin.  The  various  congregations  unserved  by  his  going  now 
separated  and  called  their  own  ministers.  Eldorado  and  Fort  Atkinson  called 
the  Rev.  I.  Meyer,  while  Windsor  and  West  Union  united  in  a  call  to  the 
Rev.  T.  Vogel.  Through  the  efforts  of  Rev.  C.  Ide  the  congregations  at 
Richfield  (1880),  Wadena  (1880),  Hawkeye  and  Oelwein  were  founded. 
From  Eldorado  the  congregations  of  Calmar  and  Ossian,  not  in  this  county, 
were  founded  and  are  thus  served  to  this  day. 

In  1876  the  Rev.  W.  Adix  and  a  minister  from  Bremer  county  founded 
the  Lutheran  Hoffnungs  Gemeinde  at  Westgate,  which  has  since  been  divided 
into  two  parishes,  which  are  served  by  the  Rev.  Seifkes  and  the  Rev.  Ullmann. 
In  Oelwein  and  in  Hawkeye,  both  flourishing  Fayette  county  towns,  there 
are  prosperous  Lutheran  churches  which  possess  substantial  church  and  pa¬ 
rochial  school  buildings. 

A  list  of  churches  in  Fayette  county  with  their  ministers  follows : 

Membership 

1910. 


Oelwein,  Rev.  T.  Zimmerman .  500 

Windsor,  Rev.  Ph.  Ackermann  .  230 

Eldorado,  Rev.  G.  Blessin .  452 

Wadena,  Rev.  F.  Rembold . . .  28 

Maynard,  Rev.  F.  Tiede .  230 

Richfield,  Rev.  O.  Staehling .  325 

Westgate,  Rev.  S.  Siefkes  .  225 

Westgate,  Rev.  Ullmann .  335 

Hawkeye,  Rev.  L.  Westenberger .  426 

Fairbanks,  Rev.  A.  Rueber .  I25 

Putnam  and  Scott  townships,  Rev.  G.  Graf .  80 

Arlington,  Rev.  H.  Faehr .  68 

Sumner,  resp.  the  western  townships,  Rev.  H.  Bredow .  15° 


Total 


3T74 
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These  congregations  are  all  self-sustaining,  loyally  supporting  their  res¬ 
pective  pastorates  and  home  fields  and  contributing  largely  to  all  benevolent 
undertakings,  especially  to  home  and  foreign  missions. 

With  all  acknowledgement  of  weakness  and  shortcomings,  the  Lutheran 
church  of  Fayette  county  may  pride  itself  that,  with  God’s  guidance  and  care, 
it  has  been  a  source  of  blessing  and  spiritual  uplift  to  the  people  of  the  county. 
This  religious  force  has  come  to  stay.  The  Lutheran  church  is  in  its  second, 
aye,  third  generation  of  native-born  Americans,  but  the  faith  of  the  fathers 
is  living  still,  and  the  future  remains  with  us  if  we  will  but  embrace  it. 

The  church  that  looks  after  the  religious  training  of  its  young  will  have 
the  future,  and  because  the  Lutheran  church  has  done  this  and  hopes  further 
to  do  so,  it  feels  a  surety  in  its  principles  and  in  its  confessions.  Here  is  the 
secret  of  her  success.  Languages  may  die,  generations  may  come  and  go, 
amalgamation  may  continue,  but  the  Lutheran  church  will  stand,  because  its 
scopes  are  not  limited  to  a  nation.  They  are  international.  We  are  not 
battling  against  the  inevitable,  but  for  the  pure  doctrine  in  accordance  with 
Scripture. 

May  the  dear  Lutheran  church  of  this,  our  dear  county,  grow  with  all 
others  and  remain  steadfast  in  the  great  evangelical  war-cry  and  anthem  of 
peace,  “Christ  for  us,  and  We  with  Him.” 


METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

By  Hon.  C.  B.  Hughes. 

Coming  from  the  University  of  Oxford,  England,  about  the  middle  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  the  two  Wesleys,  stirred  by  intense  religious  enthusi¬ 
asm,  and  guided  by  the  practical  application  of  the  principles  of  Christianity, 
launched  into  the  unseen  seas  of  the  future  a  freighted  ship  of  religious  thought 
and  organization  and  action  that  sent  an  ever-widening  circle  of  waves  and 
ripples  out  over  the  surface  of  the  times,  better  known  perhaps  as  the  “Spirit 
of  Methodism."  And  as  those  restless  ripples  ran  on  and  on,  lapping  and 
breaking  on  distant  shores,  the  captain  of  the  good  ship,  chartered  for  eternity, 
might  have  seen,  almost  a  century  later,  the  farthest  ripple,  bearing  upon  its 
crest  the  divine  message  of  John  Wesley  and  the  heavenly  melody  of  Charles 
Wesley,  beating  against  the  rude  cabin  door-steps  of  the  “Spanish  Mines” 
where  is  now  located  the  thriving  city  of  Dubuque.  For  it  was  on  November 
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6,  1833,  that  Barton  H.  Randall,  a  pioneer  Methodist  preacher  from  the  con¬ 
ference  of  Illinois,  paddled  across  the  “Father  of  Waters”  in  an  Indian  canoe 
and  in  the  evening  of  that  day  preached  in  the  tavern  of  J.  M.  Harrington,  the 
first  Methodist  sermon  in  what  is  now  the  state  of  IoWa. 

On  the  1 8th  day  of  the  following  May,  Randall  organized  what  was  then 
known  as  the  “Methodist  Society”  and  on  June  1st  following  the  first  Meth¬ 
odist  “class  meeting”  was  held  there,  with  Randall  as  the  first  leader. 

The  surrounding  territory  was  embraced  within  the  Illinois  conference 
and  was  known  as  the  Dubuque  circuit,  and  on  November  14th  of  the  same 
year  the  first  quarterly  conference  of  the  new  circuit  was  held  at  Dubuque  in 
a  log  church,  with  Alfred  Brunson  acting  as  presiding  elder.  The  district 
over  which  he  presided  then  comprised  the  northern  parts  of  Illinois  and  Iowa 
without  any  other  definite  ideas  as  to  where  the  boundaries  were. 

At  the  Illinois  conference  held  in  Bloomington  in  1839  a  new  district  was 
formed  on  the  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  extending  from  the  Turkey  river 
on  the  north  to  the  Missouri  line  on  the  south  and  as  far  west  as  any  settlers 
had  ventured  to  go;  this  was  called  the  Iowa  district  and  at  the  Illinois  con¬ 
ference  held  in  1840  the  district  was  subdivided  into  the  Dubuque  and  Bur¬ 
lington  districts,  with  Bartholomew  Weed,  presiding  elder  of  the  Dubuque 
district,  which  comprised  the  northern  part  of  the  state. 

At  the  general  Methodist  conference  held  in  1844,  it  was  ordained  that 
the  Iowa  conference  should  be  organized  and  to  include  all  of  Iowa  territory ; 
this  was  done  and  the  Iowa  conference  was  organized  at  Iowa  City  on  Au¬ 
gust  14,  1844,  with  Bishop  Thomas  A.  Morris  presiding.  This  conference 
was  divided  into  three  districts,  namely:  Dubuque,  Burlington  and  Des 
Moines  districts,  with  what  is  now  Fayette  county  being  included  in  the  Du¬ 
buque  district. 

The  next  eleven  years  saw  quite  a  rapid  growth  in  the  membership  and 
number  of  organizations  formed,  and  at  the  conference  held  in  Keokuk  in 
1855  a  resolution  was  passed,  proposing  to  divide  the  Iowa  conference,  and 
in  May,  1856,  the  northern  part  of  the  state  was  set  off  and  the  Upper  Iowa 
conference  thus  formed ;  this  conference  was  then  divided  into  seven  districts, 
with  Fayette  county  included  in  the  Upper  Iowa  district,  and  Rev.  H.  S.  Brun¬ 
son,  presiding  elder. 

Fayette  county  has  since  remained  in  the  Upper  Iowa  conference  and  is 
divided  between  the  Dubuque  and  Decorah  districts  of  the  conference ;  Arling¬ 
ton,  Clermont,  Maynard,  Oelwein,  Randalia  and  West  Union  being  in  the 
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former  district,  and  Fayette,  Hawkeye,  Lima  and  Waucoma  being  in  the  latter. 
The  first  Methodist  sermon  heard  in  what  is  now  Fayette  comity  was 
probably  preached  by  Simeon  Clark,  the  pioneer  Methodist  preacher  of  Dela¬ 
ware  county,  who  for  a  livelihood  hunted  bees  in  the  timber  growing  along 
the  wooded  valleys  in  Fayette  county  as  early  as  1839. 

According  to  the  best  information  to  be  obtained,  Elder  Clark  held  re¬ 
ligious  services  and  preached  at  the  “Wilcox  House”  about  two  miles  south¬ 
west  of  the  present  town  of  Fayette,  during  January  and  February  of  1844. 

The  first  quarterly  meeting  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Methodist 
organization  was  in  a  cabin  on  Otter  creek  about  three  miles  east  of  West 
Union,  during  the  summer  of  1850,  with  Rev.  G.  B.  Bowman  acting  as  pre¬ 
siding  elder.  This  meeting  place  was  styled  the  “Otter  Creek  Mission”  and 
the  members  present  at  this  first  meeting  were  H.  S.  Brunson,  John  Hind¬ 
man,  Eli  Elrod,  Benjamin  Biff,  J.  W.  Foster,  James  Robinson  and  G.  P.  Slay¬ 
ton. 

The  first  sermon  preached  in  the  county  by  a  regularly  ordained  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  was  delivered  by  Rev.  John  Hindman  at  the  house  of  James  E. 
Robertson  near  the  present  town  of  Fayette  on  January  9,  1850,  at  which  time 
a  class  was  organized  with  James  E.  Robertson  as  the  class  leader,  a  position 
he  occupied  continually  for  a  period  of  over  fifty  years.  This  meeting  was 
attended  by  James  E.  Robertson,  Jane  Robertson,  Elizabeth  Desire  and  Han¬ 
nah  Alexander,  who  continued  to  be  the  life  of  the  membership  until  the  fall 
of  1854  when  the  enrollment  had  grown  to  nineteen  members. 

During  the  summer  of  1850  Rev.  H.  S.  Brunson  held  services  and  organ¬ 
ized  a  Methodist  class  in  the  old  log  school-house  in  West  Union;  this  class 
consisted  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cook,  Mrs.  Lucinda  Stafford,  J.  W.  Foster  and 
wife,  Mrs.  Ellen  Cruzan  and  G.  P.  Slayton.  Rev.  J.  B.  Hollingshead  and  Rev. 
Elisha  Hartsough  were  named  as  the  first  local  preachers.  Rev.  Hindman 
organized  a  class  at  Eldorado  during  the  spring  of  1850  which  continued  to 
thrive  until  a  church  was  built  in  1869  under  the  guidance  of  James  George, 
Richard  Dewey,  James  Young,  George  K.  Eckert  and  Thomas  Kincaid;  the 
organization  has  since  lapsed  and  the  building  has  been  abandoned. 

Rev.  Brunson  organized  a  class  in  the  school-house  in  Auburn  during  the 
fall  of  1850  which  ripened  into  a  church  organization  sufficient  to  build  a 
church  in  1866  with  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  as  pastor;  this  church  has  since  been 
abandoned.  Rev.  J.  R.  Cameron  organized  a  church  at  Elgin  in  1853  with 
Elder  Newton,  Eli  Elrod,  C.  W.  Cooley  and  Mr.  Hosmer,  the  first  members. 
Samuel  Connor  donated  a  town  lot  and  the  building  was  completed  and  dedi- 
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cated  111  1857  with  F.  C.  Mather  as  pastor;  this  building  was  sold  to  the 
German  Lutheran  people  in  1878. 

Rev.  Brooks  went  into  Bethel  township  in  1857  and  held  a  revival  which 
resulted  in  the  conversion  of  one  hundred  and  ten  persons;  these  converts, 
however,  became  separated  and  no  church  organization  grew  from  it.  Rev. 
H.  W.  Zimmerman  held  meetings  in  Fremont  township  and  organized  a  church 
in  1 83 7)  the  members  being  N.  W.  Spears  and  wife,  James  Chichester  and 
wife  and  Mrs.  Angeline  Morehouse.  After  building  a  church  in  1878,  the 
organization  has  since  become  extinct. 

It  is  impossible  in  the  length  of  this  article  to  give  the  names  of  all  the 
men  and  women  who  have  labored  and  sacrificed  for  the  welfare  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  church  in  Fayette  county.  The  scope  covered  hereby  is  necessarily  lim¬ 
ited  to  the  names  of  the  few  who  blazed  the  pathway  and  laid  the  foundations, 
in  an  early  day,  and  its  county  history  is  so  entwined  with  the  growth 
and  development  of  the  various  communities  and  the  county  as  a  whole,  and 
the  spirit  of  Methodism  has  so  permeated  every  effort  to  advance  the  best 
intei  ests  of  the  people  in  their  social,  moral,  educational  and  religious  march 
through  the  years,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  distinguish  between  the  two, 
and  a  comprehensive  history  of  the  one  might  well  be  a  thorough  record  of  the 
other. 

As  a  rule,  the  first  classes  organized  and  the  first  services  were  held  in 
the  cabins  of  the  settlers  and  were  conducted  according  to  the  primitive  sur¬ 
roundings  of  the  early  days,  but  as  the  log  school-houses  were  built,  the  meet¬ 
ings  were  usually  transferred  to  those  places,  where  meetings  were  held  each 
Sunday.  As  soon  as  the  settlers  grew  in  numbers  and  were  prosperous  enough 
to  warrant  it,  the  more  enthusiastic  ones  in  the  community  undertook  the  task 
of  erecting  church  buildings  and  practically  every  settled  community  in  the 
county,  at  one  time  or  another,  built  a  Methodist  church. 

The  first  one  of  these  churches  was  built  in  West  Union  in  1853  under 
the  leadership  of  Dr.  Levi  Fuller,  C.  R.  Bent,  J.  S.  Brewer  and  Rev.  J.  R. 
Cameron;  a  parsonage  was  erected  in  West  Union  in  1855,  but  Was  burned 
in  1859.  A  more  elaborate  church  building  was  completed  in  1868,  at  a  cost 
of  eight  thousand  dollars,  which  stood  until  1901  when  the  present  magnifi¬ 
cent  brick  building  was  dedicated,  at  a  cost  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  The 
first  church  at  Lima  was  dedicated  in  1857,  but  has  since  been  sold.  The 
church  at  Fayette  was  dedicated  January  7,  1877,  at  a  cost  of  seven  thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars.  During  the  same  year  a  two-thousand-dollar  church 
was  dedicated  at  Maynard,  which  still  stands.  Brush  Creek  (now  Arlington) 


304 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


dedicated  a  two-thousand-dollar  building  during  the  same  year,  which  was 
destroyed  by  a  cyclone  in  1884.  Another  building  was  erected  at  once  and 
a  large  addition  built  on  it  in  1902,  making  the  cost  of  the  present  church 
amount  to  about  six  thousand  dollars.  In  1891  a  church  was  built  at  Oelwein 
costing  five  thousand  dollars,  but  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city  and  the  increase 
in  the  number  and  needs  of  the  members  made  it  necessary  to  seek  larger 
quarters,  and  in  1908  a  magnificent  brick  edifice  costing  thirty-five  thousand 
dollars  was  completed  and  dedicated. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  present  active  churches  in  the  county  with 
salaries  paid  ministers,  Value  of  church  property,  membership  and  Sunday 
school  enrollment,  to-wit : 


Sunday 


Church. 

Salary. 

Member- 

Value  Church 

School 

Arlington  . 

. . . .$  840 

201 

$10,500 

US 

Clermont . 

.  700 

101 

4,000 

90 

Fayette . 

.  .  .  .1,500 

400 

13,000 

200 

Hawkeye  . 

....  650 

93 

4,800 

82 

Lima  . 

....  200 

Maynard  . 

....  800 

147 

6,200 

150 

Oelwein  . 

....  1,200 

334 

38,000 

250 

Randalia  . 

....  490 

95 

3,5oo 

75 

W aucoma 

....  750 

85 

3,800 

100 

West  Union  .  .  . 

....  1,200 

3i9 

21,000 

176 

The  names  of  the  ministers  occupying  the  pulpits  in  the  various  churches 
during  the  year  beginning  with  September,  1910,  are  as  follows:  Arlington, 
W.  W.  Soule;  Clermont,  J.  H.  Graham;  Fayette,  G.  H.  Kennedy;  Hawkeye, 
E.  R.  Leach;  Lima,  O.  J.  Felter;  Maynard,  E.  R.  Leaman;  Randalia,  A.  E. 
Kerneham;  Waucoma,  R.  W.  Luce;  West  Union,  L.  A.  Swisher. 
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PRESBYTERIANISM  IN  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

By  Hon.  Carl  Evans. 

The  story  of  Presbyterianism  in  Fayette  county  may  very  appropriately 
be  introduced  with  a  brief  history  of  the  church  in  general. 

The  name  Presbyterian  is  given  to  those  churches  the  members  of  which 
believe  that  the  government  of  the  church  by  means  of  presbyters  is  founded 
on  and  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God.  They  hold  that  presbyter  (elder)  and 
bishop  are  different  names  for  the  same  ecclesiastical  functionary  ;  that,  con¬ 
sequently,  every  presbyter  is  a  bishop,  and  on  a  footing  of  equality  with  his 
other  brethren  in  the  eldership.  Presbyters  are  divided  into  two-  classes — 
teaching  and  ruling  elders.  The  former  are  popularly  called  “ministers,”  the 
latter  “elders,”  but,  theoretically,  both  hold  spiritual  office.  The  government 
is  by  means  of  four  courts  of  judicature,  rising  consecutively  in  dignity  and 
authority.  The  lowest,  called  the  session,  rules  over  the  congregation  in  all 
spiritual  matters,  while  finance,  being  deemed  more  secular,  is  relegated  to 
deacons.  Above  the  session  is  the  presbytery.  Above  this  again  is  the  synod 
for  a  certain  district.  Highest  of  all  is  the  general  assembly.  A  Presbyterian 
denomination  stands  to  an  Episcopal  one  nearly  in  the  same  relation  as  a 
republic  to  a  monarchy. 

The  Waldensian  church  was  constituted  on  an  essentially  presbyterian 
model.  The  system  was  partially  introduced  into  Switzerland  in  1541,  and  its 
discipline  was  subsequently  carried  out  by  Calvin  with  iron  firmness  at  Geneva. 
The  first  French  synod  met  at  Paris  in  1559  and  the  first  Dutch  synod  at  Dort 
in  1574.  The  Hungarian  and  various  other  continental  Protestant  churches 
are  also  Presbyterian.  The  system  thoroughly  rooted  itself  in  Scotland,  the 
first  general  assembly- being  held  there  in  1560.  The  same  year  a  presbytery 
was  formed  in  Ireland,  at  Carrickfergus,  and  in  1572  one  in  England,  at 
Wandsworth.  In  1646-7  the  church  of  England  was  reconstituted  on  a 
presbyterian  basis,  but  in  1660  was  again  made  episcopal.  The  clergymen 
who  had  to  leave  the  English  church  because  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity  were 
mainly  Presbyterians.  Some  of  the  congregations  which  they  founded, 
though  retaining  the  name  Presbyterian,  abandoned  that  form  of  government. 
The  great  mass  of  the  British  and  American  Presbyterians  are  strongly  Trini¬ 
tarian.  They  hold  the  Bible  to  be  the  sole  rule  of  belief,  and  the  Confession 
of  Faith  their  chief,  or  their  only,  human  standard. 

Presbyterianism  in  the  United  States  is  a  reproduction  and  further  de¬ 
velopment  of  Presbyterianism  in  Europe.  The  earliest  Presbyterian  emigra- 
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tion  consisted  of  French  Huguenots  who  came  to  the  Carolinas  and  Florida 
in  1562  and  1565.  The  Huguenots  also  settled  in  Nova  Scotia  in  1604  and 
the  same  sect  later  mingled  with  the  Dutch  in  New  York  and  the  British 
Presbyterians  and  Episcopalians  of  New  England. 

From  1620  on,  English  Puritanism  colonized  New  England,  and  this  was 
of  the  two  types  which  developed  from  the  discussions  of  the  Westminister 
Assembly  into  Presbyterianism  and  Congregationalism.  A  few  years  later 
Presbyterians  from  Ireland  also  appeared,  and  from  that  time  on  the  growth 
of  the  church  was  rapid. 

During  the  war  of  the  Revolution  the  Presbyterian  churches  suffered 
heavily.  The  ministers  and  people,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  entered  upon 
the  struggle  of  constitutional  liberty  with  all  their  souls.  The  Presbyterians 
exerted  great  influence  in  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  government  of  the  church  was  assimilated  in  no  slight  degree 
to  the  civil  government  of  the  country. 

The  church  made  steady  growth  through  the  years,  though  differences 
crept  in  as  to  polity  and  government.  A  great  and  widespread  revival  marked 
the  opening  years  of  the  century,  resulting  in  marvelous  increase  of  zeal  and 
numbers.  A  curious  feature  of  this  same  revival  spirit  was  the  fact  that  over 
it  there  were  brought  into  existence  two  factions,  the  revivalists  and  the  anti¬ 
revivalists.  During  the  years  prior  to  the  Civil  war  various  other  questions 
arose  which  caused  dissension  and  separation,  and  eventually  the  three  great 
divisions,  Presbyterian,  Southern  Presbyterian  and  Cumberland  Presbyterian, 
were  formed. 

The  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  was  formed  from  the  Cumberland 
presbytery  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  in  1810,  and  is  moderately  Calvinistic 
in  its  doctrines.  The  Presbyterian  church  in  America  was  constituted  doctrin- 
ally  in  1729,  by  the  adoption  of  the  Westminster  Catechisms  and  Confession. 
In  1838  the  New  School  branch  seceded  in  consequence  of  its  opposition  to  the 
strict  construction  of  the  standards,  the  abrogation  of  the  Plan  of  Union,  and 
the  employment  of  church  boards  instead  of  voluntary  societies  in  carrying 
on  benevolent  and  mission  work.  In  i860  the  Southern  Presbyterian  church 
withdrew  as  a  consequence  of  the  secession  of  the  Southern  states.  By  the 
reunion  of  the  Old  School  and  the  New  School  branches,  in  1870,  on  the 
“standards  pure  and  simple,”  the  “Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States 
of  America”  was  constituted  as  it  now  exists. 

Presbyterianism  is  both  a  faith  and  a  form,  for  each  of  which  it  claims 
scriptural  precedent  and  sanction.  The  apostolic  churches  were  served  by 
three  classes,  elders,  deacons  and  evangelists,  or  missionaries,  the  latter  be- 
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coming  later  settled  ministers.  With  this  fact  in  view,  it  maintains  the  parity 
of  the  gospel  ministry  in  opposition  to  every  form  of  prelacy,  and  discards  the 
doctrine  of  “apostolic  succession.”  That  the  ministers  are  all  simply  brethren, 
and  Christ  alone  their  Master. 

Presbyterianism  teaches  that  any  number  of  Christian  people,  meeting 
statedly  for  public  worship  and  the  orderly  celebration  of  the  Christian  sacra¬ 
ments,  and  covenanting  together  for  these  ends,  is  a  particular  church,  and 
dependent  on  no  specific  order  of  men  above  it  for  leave  to  be  and  to  do. 
But,  in  the  constitution  and  care  of  these  churches,  Presbyterianism  avails 
itself  of  the  advantages  of  a  representative  form  of  government,  and,  recog¬ 
nizing  the  church  as  a  great  commonwealth,  it  aims,  by  means  of  approved 
formulas  of  faith  and  order,  to  bring  its  detached  parts  into  an  organized 
union.  Its  faith  is  based  simply  and  solely  on  the  word  of  God,  and  is  a  broad 
yet  firm  stand  for  those  things  which  they  believe  are  most  nearly  in  harmony 
with  the  Gospels. 

The  system  claims  for  itself,  and  rightfully,  a  large-hearted  catholicity. 
It  extends  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  all  communions  that  profess  the 
faith,  and  hold  to  the  headship,  of  Christ,  and  most  cordially  does  it  co-operate 
with  Christian  people  of  every  name  in  giving  the  Bible  to  the  world  and  in 
every  good  work  for  the  purification  and  elevation  of  our  common  humanity. 

The  American  Presbyterian  churches  have  always  been  characterized  by 
a  zeal  for  missions,  and  wherever  the  gospel  is  preached  in  foreign  lands,  there 
are  found  earnest  and  faithful  missionaries  sent  out  by  the  great  Presbyterian 
church. 

In  educational  matters  the  church  has  always  stood  in  the  front  ranks  and 
some  of  the  strongest  and  most  influential  educational  institutions  in  this 
country  are  supported  and  controlled  by  the  Presbyterian  church.  With  the 
great  idea  in  view  that  “all  knowledge  leads  to  truth  and  all  truth  leads  to 
God,”  the  church  has  put  forth  great  expenditures  of  time  and  money  in 
founding  and  fostering  schools,  of  every  grade  from  academy  to  university, 
which  have  been,  and  are  still  instruments  of  inestimable  influence  in  elevat¬ 
ing  the  human  race,  through  correct  education.  The  church  has  maintained 
the  position  that  collegiate  education,  while  it  should  be  broad  and  liberal, 
should  at  the  same  time  be  filled  with  Christian  idea  and  the  Christian  spirit, 
recognizing  thus  the  prime  fact  that  all  truth,  natural  as  well  as  revealed,  has 
its  source  and  end  in  God.  The  great  educational  institutions  of  the  church 
stand  indeed  as  bulwarks  against  the  winds  and  tides  which  are  blowing  and 
drifting  men  from  truth  and  life  to  the  shores  of  error  and  death,  and  they 
stand,  on  broad  and  deep  foundations,  fitting  temples  of  literature  and  science, 
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conceived  of  in  their  highest  forms  and  widest  reach,  and  ennobled  and  glori¬ 
fied  by  the  pervading  presence  and  power  of  religion. 

The  church  is  today,  more  than  ever,  thoroughly  organized  for  effective 
work,  having  its  boards  and  commissions,  through  which  it  operates  in  advanc¬ 
ing  the  work  of  missions  at  home  and  abroad,  in  the  building  of  churches,  in 
the  publication  and  diffusing  of  church  and  denominational  literature,  in  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  relief  of  its  aged  and  infirm  ministry,  and  in  promoting  the 
work  of  educating  its  children,  and  in  training  a  godly  and  scholarly  ministry 
for  its  pulpits  and  missions.  The  church  has  co-operated  freely  with  all  the 
prominent  reforms  of  the  age  and  is  rightfully  numbered  today  among  the 
great  religious  denominations  of  the  world,  and  as  a  part  of  the  visible  body 
of  Christ  it  steadily  holds  on  its  way,  and  is  grandly  contributing  to  the  great 
work  of  winning  the  world  for  Christ. 

For  many  years  the  Presbyterian  element  in  and  around  West  Union  had 
no  church  of  their  order.  The  first  attempt  to  plant  a  Presbyterian  church 
was  made  by  the  United  Presbyterians;  but  this  failed.  Some  time  after  this, 
a  petition  to  the  presbytery  of  Dubuque,  in  connection  with  the  general  assem¬ 
bly  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  was  presented, 
asking  for  the  organization  of  a  church  in  West  Union.  The  following  ex¬ 
tract  is  made  from  the  records  of  the  presbytery  of  Dubuque,  at  a  meeting 
held  at  Littleton,  Iowa,  April  25,  1867: 

“A  petition  signed  by  twenty-five  persons,  of  whom  nineteen  are  church 
members,  was  presented,  asking  for  the  organization  of  a  church  of  our  order 
at  West  Union,  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  Jesse  Philips,  of  that  place,  was 
heard  by  the  presbytery  in  behalf  of  the  petitioners.  It  was  therefore  resolved 
that  the  request  be  granted,  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
organize  a  church  at  West  Union,  if  the  way  be  clear,  at  their  earliest  con¬ 
venience.  Revs.  J.  McKean,  J.  D.  Caldwell  and  Elder  S.  F.  Glenn  were 
appointed  said  committee.” 

This  committee  met  in  West  Union,  June  19,  1867.  A  sermon  was 
.preached  by  Rev.  Caldwell,  and  was  followed  immediately  by  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  church.  Only  eleven  persons  joined  at  this  meeting.  These 
original  members  were  the  following:  Nathan  Shaw,  Eleanor  Shaw,  Lovica 
J.  Bell,  Elizabeth  H.  Shaw,  Rebecca  H.  Shaw,  Wm.  Selder,  Jesse  Philips, 
Nancy  A.  Philips,  E.  M.  Campbell  and  Mary  J.  Irvin.  Nathan  Shaw  and 
Jesse  Philips  were  elected  as  ruling  elders,  and  immediately  ordained  and  in¬ 
stalled  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 
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But  the  church  was  yet  without  a  house  to  worship  in  or  a  pastor  to 
direct  their  devotions.  In  the  autumn,  however,  the  latter  want  was  supplied. 
Rev.  J.  W.  Dickey  was  called  from  Ohio,  to  take  charge  of  the  newly  formed 
church,  and  this  proved  the  beginning  of  a  long  pastorate.  Mr.  Dickey  was 
not,  however,  installed  until  November  5,  1868. 

From  the  spring  of  1868  to  the  fall  of  1869  the  old  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  was  used.  This  was  purchased  by  the  Presbyterian  society  and  occu¬ 
pied  for  three  months,  but  was  finally  deserted,  and  services  were  held  in  the 
court  house  till  January,  1871.  In  the  meantime  the  society  had  been  busy 
building  a  church  edifice  worthy  of  the  worship  of  God.  The  building  com¬ 
mittee  was  composed  of  Messrs.  E.  B.  Shaw  and  L.  Fuller,  M.  D.,  who 
superintended  the  work.  The  result  was  a  very  good  brick  structure,  with 
commodious  and  comfortable  appointments.  It  was  well  suited  in  every  way 
for  the  purpose  designed,  and  exceedingly  neat  and  tasteful  in  appearance. 
The  cost  of  this  house  was  only  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  The 
building  was  dedicated  with  appropriate  services,  in  January,  1871.  The 
sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  D.  Russell,  of  Manchester.  From  that  time, 
the  church  has  had  a  name  to  live.  It  has  had  a  home,  and  around  that  home 
have  gathered  many  pleasant  memories. 

The  pastoral  relations  of  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Dickey  with  this  people,  which 
had  been  so  long  maintained,  were  finally  severed  April  18,  1876,  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  presbytery  held  in  Dubuque.  Thus  the  critical  period  of  the 
church’s  history — the  formation  and  moulding  of  its  character — was  in  the 
hands  of  this  servant  of  God.  For  nine  years  he  held  the  reins  and  guided 
the  church  successfully,  as  long  experience  had  taught  him.  The  church 
owes  much  to  the  faithful  labors  of  this,  its  first  and,  so  far,  only  pastor  duly 
installed. 

Rev.  Mr.  Dickey  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  D.  Russell,  who  had  charge  for 
one  year,  but  was  never  installed.  Fie  served  from  May,  1876,  to  May,  1877. 
The  prosperity  of  the  church  still  continued  and  many  were  attracted  to  the 
preaching  of  Mr.  Russell.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  W.  O.  Ruston,  immedi¬ 
ately,  who  served  the  church  as  its  pastor  for  more  than  eight  years.  During 
his  ministry  special  attention  was  given  to  the  benevolent  work  of  the  church, 
more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  having  been  sent  to  the  sup¬ 
port  of  our  boards  in  one  year.  Dr.  Ruston  having  accepted  a  call  to  the 
First  Presbyterian  church  of  Dubuque,  Rev.  J.  F.  Hinkhouse  served  the 
church  as  stated  supply  for  three  years.  In  April,  1889,  a  call  was  placed  in 
his  hands,  which  he  declined.  Mr.  Hinkhouse  was  an  enthusiast  in  the  cause 
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of  missions,  and  he  put  forth  many  efforts  along  that  line  while  here.  To 
Mrs.  ITinkhouse’s  ability  as  an  organizer  is  due  the  Mission  Band  of  Willing 
Workers.  Rev.  Samuel  Hodge,  D.  D.,  succeeded  Rev.  Hinkhouse,  beginning 
his  work  with  Bethel  church  September  i,  1889.  He  entered  this  field  with 
enthusiasm  and  a  fervent  desire  for  the  upbuilding  of  Zion  in  this  little  “city 
set  on  a  hill.”  Dr.  Hodge’s  ministry  was  cut  short  in  a  little  more  than  two 
years.  “Home”  was  the  theme  of  the  last  sermon  he  preached  to  his  people. 
He  was  nearer  home  than  he  thought.  Eight  days  afterwards,  on  January 
4,  1892,  he  passed  through  the  gates  and  found  rest  at  “Home.” 

The  church,  bereft  of  its  minister,  and  struggling  with  its  burdens,  re¬ 
mained  for  more  than  a  year  without  a  pastor.  During  that  time  the  Sunday 
school  and  Mission  Band  met  regularly,  and  a  Christian  Endeavor  society  was 
organized  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Simmons. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Lewis  came  February  1,  1893,  from  the  Congregational 
church.  For  the  upbuilding  of  Presbyterianism  in  West  Union  at  that  time, 
no  better  plan  could  have  been  devised  than  that  proposed  and  carried  out  by 
Mr.  Lewis.  The  old  church  building  was  remodeled  and  a  dining  room  and 
kitchen  added  at  an  expense  of  about  six  thousand  dollars,  the  congregation 
meeting  in  Zeigler  Hall  during  the  repairs.  November  19,  1893,  when  the 
beautiful  new  church  was  dedicated,  was  a  glad  day  in  the  history  of  Bethel 
church. 

Rev.  J.  Dyk  succeeded  Mr.  Lewis  as  stated  supply,  remaining  until 
March  1,  1896.  During  that  year  occurred  the  death  of  the  two  first  elders 
of  the  church,  Messrs.  Nathan  Shaw  and  Jesse  Philips. 

The  installation  of  Rev.  Noel  occurred  May  19,  1896. 

FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  0ELWEIN. 

This  church  grew  out  of  the  old  disbanded  United  Presbyterian  church 
organized  in  1875.  Dubuque  presbytery  being  petitioned  in  the  spring  of 
1885,  the  field  was  investigated,  and  a  commission  appointed,  consisting  of 
Rev.  W.  M.  Robinson,  of  Coggon,  Rev.  W..O.  Ruston,  of  West  Union,  and 
Elder  J.  E.  Cook,  of  Independence,  to  organize  the  church.  Tuesday,  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1885,  this  commission  met  in  the  parlor  of  C.  E.  Redfield,  at  seven 
o’clock  P.  M.  Edward  A.  McDonald  presented  a  letter  of  dimission  from  St. 
Andrew’s  Presbyterian  church,  Toronto,  Ontario,  and  Mrs.  E.  A.  McDonald 
one  from  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Allison,  Ontario.  C.  E.  Redfield  was 
then  received  by  letter  from  the  United  Presbyterian  church  of  Oelwein. 
Mrs.  Redfield  came  from  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Fairbank,  Iowa.  Mr. 
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and  Mrs.  George  Jamison  and  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  White  were  received  on  pro¬ 
fession  of  their  faith,  Mrs.  White  also  receiving  baptism.  The  organization 
was  then  perfected  and  given  the  name  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Oelwein,  Iowa.  Messrs.  E.  A.  McDonald  and  Charles  E.  Redfield  were 
elected  elders.  The  old  United  Presbyterian  church  building,  which  stood 
where  the  Central  high  school  stood,  was  secured  and  moved  to  the  present 
site. 

For  the  first  ten  years  the  church  was  ministered  to  by  stated  supplies,  as 
follows :  Rev.  Daniel  Russell,  Rev.  Meyer,  Rev.  H.  C.  Herring,  Rev.  Krotzer, 
Rev.  Noel  and  Rev.  Lewis  serving  the  young  church  in  a  most  acceptable 
manner.  Growing  in  members,  the  church  in  1895  extended  a  call  to  Rev. 
Samuel  Conybear,  who  ministered  until  December,  1900.  Rev.  James  M. 
Wilson  was  called  March,  1901,  and  served  until  February,  1905.  In  April, 
7905,  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  Arnold  Moody,  who  accepted  and  ministeied 
most  acceptably  until  March,  1909-  Rev.  Nichol  was  called  in  April,  1909* 
and  installed  during  May.  He  now  serves  this  field. 

CLERMONT. 

The  Presbyterian  church  was  organized  February  28,  1859.  Its  first 
deacons  were  Alexander  Fay,  Ebenezer  Hyde  and  A.  G.  Collins;  first  trustees, 
F.  Stedman,  E.  D.  Button  and  A.  J.  Collins,  dhese  trustees  purchased  lots 
and  built  the  church,  which  was  dedicated  October  11,  1863,  by  Rev.  Charles 
R.  French,  who  remained  about  ten  years.  Rev.  Dickey  preached  for  a  short 
time,  but  the  society,  by  death  and  removal,  became  so  small,  that  no  more 
services  were  held  for  a  time. 


MAYNARD. 

The  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Maynard  was  organized  August  12, 
jS;;,  by  Rev.  A.  K.  Baird,  from  Wyoming,  Iowa.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev. 
McMullen.  The  corner  stone  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Maynard  was 
laid  on  Saturday,  September  29,  1877.  The  edifice  cost  about  two  thousand 

dollars. 

The  Presbyterian  churches  of  Fayette  county  have  always  occupied  an 
important  place  in  the  communities,  and  they  have  had  through  the  years  a 
definite  and  potential  influence  for  the  uplifting  of  the  people  and  the  main¬ 
taining  of  a  high  moral  standard.  Its  pulpits  have  been  filled  by  men  of  abil- 
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ity  and  zeal,  who  have  honored  the  several  communities  of  their  residence. 
The  church  has  kept  in  the  vanguard  of  progress  and  keeps  pace  in  all  good 
work  with  the  other  religious  denominations  of  the  county. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


FREEMASONRY  IN  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 


By  D.  W.  Clements,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Iowa. 

Many  of  the  early  settlers  in  the  territory  of  Iowa  belonged  to  the  fra¬ 
ternity  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  but  the  sparsely  settled  con¬ 
dition  of  the  country  was  not  favorable  to  the  early  formation  of  lodges. 

Des  Moines  Lodge,  located  at  Burlington,  was  the  first  lodge  organized 
within  the  territory.  It  received  its  dispensation  from  the  grand  master  of 
Masons  in  Missouri,  on  November  20,  1840.  Iowa  Lodge  was  next  organ¬ 
ized  at  Bloomington  (now  Muscatine)  under  a  like  dispensation,  on  February 
4,  1841.  The  third  lodge  was  Dubuque,  located  at  Dubuque,  and  received 
its  dispensation  October  10,  1842.  The  fourth  and  last  lodge  organized  under 
dispensation  from  the  grand  master  of  Missouri  was  Iowa  City  Lodge,  located 
at  Iowa  City,  which  received  its  dispensation  October  10,  1842. 

These  four  lodges  joined  in  organizing  the  grand  lodge  of  Iowa,  An¬ 
cient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Iowa  City,  on  January  2,  1844,  and  from 
that  time  all  the  lodges  organized  in  Iowa  received  their  first  authority  from 
the  grand  master  of  Masons  in  Iowa,  and,  at  the  present  time,  there  are  five 
hundred  and  twenty  active  working  lodges  within  the  commonwealth. 

In  Fayette  county  a  lodge  was  organized  soon  after  the  first  settlement 
was  established.  Its  early  settlers  felt  the  need  of  a  closer  bond  of  brother¬ 
hood  and  organized  a  lodge  as  soon  as  there  was  a  settlement  sufficiently 
large  to  warrant  an  effort  in  that  direction. 

WEST  UNION  LODGE  NO.  69. 

West  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  of  West  Union,  Iowa,  is  the  pioneer  lodge  of 
the  county  and  has  been  in  existence  for  more  than  fifty-five  years,  a  period 
so  long  that  there  are  not  at  the  present  time  any  of  the  charter  members 
living.  It  was  established  at  West  Union  on  March  3,  1855,  by  the  dispen¬ 
sation  of  George  Acheson,  right  worshipful  deputy  grand  master  of  Masons 
in  Iowa,  during  the  active  formative  period  of  Masonry  in  the  new  state. 
Twenty-three  dispensations  for  new  lodges  were  granted  during  that  Masonic 
year  and  was  followed  by  a  like  number  of  dispensations  during  the  following 
year. 
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The  grand  lodge  then  met  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  June  and  the  dispen¬ 
sation  to  West  Union  Lodge,  U.  D.,  was  granted  so  late  in  the  Masonic  year 
that  no  returns  were  made  by  it  to  the  succeeding  grand  lodge  communication. 
From  the  returns  made  in  June,  1856,  we  learn  that  the  first  officers  of  the 
lodge  were  as  follows :  C.  A.  Cotrell,  worshipful  master ;  J.  B.  Hollings- 
head,  senior  warden;  John  Dorland,  junior  warden;  William  McClintock, 
treasurer;  L.  C.  Noble,  secretary;  L.  Fuller,  senior  deacon;  J.  T.  Goodlove, 
junior  deacon;  James  Ritchie,  tyler.  It  then  had  a  total  membership  of 
twenty-two.  The  charter  was  granted  to  it  on  June  4,  1856. 

During  the  Civil  war,  Masonry  by  its  principles  and  teachings  cemented  a 
closer  bond  of  brotherhood  between  its  members  in  the  Union  service,  and  also 
aided  in  mitigating  some  of  the  rigors  and  barbarism  of  warfare.  These  facts 
added  to  its  inculcation  of  benevolence,  greatly  increased  the  popularity  of  the 
institution  and  brought  postulants  to  its  altars,  and  thereby  enabled  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  lodges  to  continue  their  existence,  notwithstanding  the  great  deprecia¬ 
tion  in  active  membership,  caused  by  absence  of  the  soldiers  at  the  front  and 
the  great  mortality  there.  West  Union  Lodge  during  this  period  continued 
to  keep  up  its  organization  and  held  its  meetings.  On  December  31,  1908 
(the  date  of  last  report),  it  had  one  hundred  and  eleven  members  in  good 
standing.  The  present  officers  are :  R.  F.  Dewey,  worshipful  master ;  G.  G. 
Archer,  senior  warden;  C.  J.  McLaughlin,  junior  warden;  W.  J.  Rogers, 
treasurer;  J.  O.  Elwing,  secretary;  C.  B.  Hughes,  senior  deacon;  A.  R.. 
Burrett,  junior  deacon;  T.  J.  Wonneberg,  senior  steward;  H.  M.  Stafford, 
junior  steward;  A.  Titus,  tyler. 

CLERMONT  LODGE  NO.  l6o. 

Clermont  Lodge  No.  160,  Clermont,  Iowa,  was  formed  under  a  dispen¬ 
sation  from  James  R.  Hartsock,  grand  master  of  Masons  in  Iowa,  given 
April  18,  i860.  The  lodge  then  had  a  total  membership  of  nine,  and  the 
officers  were  as  follows :  Charles  Sawyer,  worshipful  master ;  R.  B.  Apple- 
man,  senior  warden;  P.  G.  Wright,  junior  warden;  Orrin  Hough,  treasurer; 
A.  D.  Miller,  secretary;  J.  B.  Hough,  senior  deacon;  William  Alvey,  junior 
deacon ;  Thomas  Alvey,  tyler. 

It  received  its  charter  June  4,  1861.  It  began  its  career  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Civil  war,  with  but  two  members  more  than  enough  for  a  quorum,  and 
the  value  of  its  precepts  were  tested  in  the  trying  times  that  followed  and 
were  not  found  wanting. 

This  lodge  has  just  passed  its  semi-centennial  anniversary,  having  been 
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t  3.1T.  fifty  years.  The  writer  had  a  personal  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  many  of  the  old  settlers  who  were  pioneer  workers  in  this  lodge. 
In  it  he  was  initiated,  passed  and  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  Master 
Mason. 

This  lodge  has  experienced  many  changes  of  fortune.  On  December  31, 
1908,  its  total  membership  was  reduced  to  thirteen  members  in  good  standing. 
Its  present  officers  are:  William  Larrabee,  Jr.,  worshipful  master;  Fred 
Heckel,  senior  warden;  Frank  Shipton,  junior  warden;  B.  C.  Gruver,  treas¬ 
urer;  Frank  Frisbie,  secretary;  L.  R.  Walker,  senior  deacon;  C.  F.  Week, 
junior  deacon;  C.  G.  Houg,  senior  steward;  H.  M.  Ivnodt,  junior  steward; 
E.  P.  Erickson,  tyler. 


YORK  LODGE  NO.  202. 

York  Lodge  No.  202,  Fairfield  (Taylorsville),  now  located  at  Arlingdon, 
Fairfield  township,  Iowa,  received  its  dispensation  on  December  18,  1866, 
from  Reuben  Mickel,  grand  master.  It  began  with  a  membership  of  fourteen 
and  the  first  officers  were:  S.  P.  White,  worshipful  master;  Hiram  German, 
senior  Warden;  Charles  Herriman,  junior  warden;  S.  R.  Rice,  treasurer; 
Peter  White,  secretary;  Peter  Kuny,  senior  deacon;  Stephen  Seward,  junior 
deacon;  Charles  Glidden,  tyler. 

The  lodge  was  chartered  on  June  5,  1867,  and  with  the  local  community 
prospered  for  many  years  Recently,  because  of  deaths  and  removals,  the 
membership  was  somewhat  reduced,  but  during  the  past  year  there  has  been 
a  revival  of  interest.  On  December  31,  1908,  it  had  twenty-eight  members 
in  good  standing.  The  present  officers  are:  E.  S.  Taylor,  worshipful  mas¬ 
ter;  B.  B.  Walrath,  senior  warden;  George  M.  Simpson,  junior  warden;  J. 
A.  Blanchard,  treasurer;  Floyd  Finney,  secretary;  D.  J.  Gallaher,  senior 
deacon;  G.  M.  Brown,  junior  deacon;  W.  F.  Lake,  senior  steward;  O.  R. 
Hutchison,  junior  steward  ;  O.  A.  Phillips,  tyler. 

PLEIADES  LODGE  NO.  248. 

Pleiades  Lodge  No.  248,  Fayette,  Iowa,  was  organized  the  year  follow¬ 
ing  the  organization  of  York  Lodge.  It  received  its  dispensation  October  10, 

1868,  from  Reuben  Mickel,  grand  master.  Its  first  report,  made  in  June, 

1869,  shows  a  total  membership  of  twenty-nine.  The  first  officers  were: 
Thomas  Fowells,  worshipful  master;  William  Morras,  senior  warden;  M.  C. 
Sperry,  junior  warden;  J.  Rhoades,  treasurer;  John  Sanborn,  secretary; 
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S.  Hendrickson,  senior  deacon;  John  Hawn,  junior  deacon;  Joseph  L.  Gran- 
nis,  senior  steward;  D.  C.  Crittenden,  junior  steward;  Job  L.  White,  tyler. 

The  lodge  received  its  charter  on  June  2,  1869.  While  the  membership 
of  this  lodge  has  never  been  large,  it  has  not  suffered  the  periods  of  fluctuation 
that  has  come  to  other  lodges  during  the  changeable  times  of  the  last  half  cen¬ 
tury.  The  leading  men  of  Fayette  and  its  vicinity,  including  some  of  the  most 
talented  men  connected  with  the  university  located  there,  have  been  enrolled 
among  its  members. 

On  December  31,  1908,  it  had  sixty-three  members  in  good  standing. 
The  present  officers  are :  E.  C.  Hill,  worshipful  master ;  E.  N.  Humiston. 
senior  warden;  Charles  Scobey,  junior  warden;  F.  S.  Walker,  senior  deacon; 
George  Bronn,  junior  deacon;  G.  B.  Hill,  treasurer;  E.  N.  Hartman,  secre¬ 
tary;  C.  M.  Swartley,  senior  steward;  A.  Fox,  junior  steward;  J.  G.  Cru- 
baugh,  tyler. 

STANDARD  LODGE  NO.  35 1. 

Standard  Lodge  No.  351,  Waucoma,  Iowa,  was  given  a  dispensation 
April  6,  1875,  by  Joseph  Chapman,  grand  master.  It  then  had  ten  members 
and  its  first  officers  were:  A.  P.  Fowler,  worshipful  master;  W.  E.  Bender, 
senior  warden;  Linus  Fox,  junior  warden;  James  Miller,  treasurer;  Henry 
Felker,  secretary;  O.  B.  Dodd,  senior  deacon;  William  Miller,  junior  deacon; 
Robert  Patterson,  senior  steward;  Voltaire  Johnson,  junior  steward;  John 
Lawrence,  tyler. 

This  lodge  has  prospered  with  the  community  in  which  it  is  located ;  it 
has  attracted  to  itself  the  leading  men  of  the  vicinity  and  at  last  report  had 
sixty  members  in  good  standing.  Its  present  officers  are :  Charles  Cochran, 
worshipful  master;  F.  B.  Reed,  senior  warden;  E.  H.  Mumby,  junior  warden; 
L.  C.  Stone,  senior  deacon;  James  Torvell,  junior  deacon;  O.  B.  Dodd,  treas¬ 
urer;  J.  M.  Burnside,  secretary;  B.  I.  Bright,  senior  steward;  E.  E.  Hobby, 
junior  steward;  Chris  Willman,  tyler. 

HEBRON  LODGE  NO.  374. 

Hebron  Lodge  No.  374,  Oelwein,  Iowa,  was  organized  soon  after  the 
town  was  established.  On  March  4,  1876,  it  received  its  dispensation  from 
Henry  W.  Rothert,  grand  master,  who  is  now  the  superintendent  of  the  Iowa 
School  for  the  Deaf,  located  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  It  began  with  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  ten  and  its  first  officers  were:  S.  C.  Kenyon,  worshipful  master; 
B.  Davis,  senior  warden;  W.  V.  Irvine,  junior  warden;  D.  O.  Hill,  treasurer; 
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W.  E.  Davis,  secretary;  L.  Traas,  senior  deacon;  W.  I.  Miller,  junior  deacon; 
W.  I.  Potter,  senior  steward;  N.  James,  junior  steward;  A.  J.  Miller,  tyler. 

The  lodge  received  its  charter  June  5,  1877.  At  the  time  the  lodge  was 
organized,  Oelwein  was  a  small  village,  merely  a  station  on  the  Burlington, 
Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota  railway  (now  a  part  of  the  Rock  Island  system). 
Since  that  time  the  Chicago  Great  Western  railway  has  been  constructed,  with 
its  four  divisions  centering  at  Oelwein.  The  shops  have  been  constiucted, 
many  men  have  been  employed  and  Oelwein  has  grown  to  be  a  city  of  about 
seven  thousand  inhabitants,  the  metropolis  of  Fayette  county,  and  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  lodge  has  kept  pace  with  the  increased  prosperity  of  the  lo¬ 
cality.  It  is  now  the  largest  lodge  in  the  county  and  in  December,  1908,  had 
one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  members  in  good  standing.  Its  present  office!  s 
are:  A.  E.  Cooley,  worshipful  master;  H.  D.  Simons,  senior  warden;  G.  L. 
Thompson,  junior  warden;  G.  W.  Jamison,  treasurer;  R.  B.  Jamison,  secie- 
tary;  E.  E.  Krider,  senior  deacon;  J.  K.  Shields,  junior  deacon;  R.  J.  Young, 
senior  steward;  J.  T.  Ridler,  junior  steward;  Peter  Fiost,  tylei. 


SUNNYSIDE  LODGE  NO.  510. 

Sunnyside  Lodge  No.  310?  located  at  Maynaid,  Iowa,  iecei\ed  its  dis 
pensation  June  16,  1890,  from  James  DeKalb  Gamble,  grand  master,  then 

and  now  a  resident  of  Knoxville  and  one  of  the  able  district  judges  of  the 
state.  The  total  membership  was  sixteen  and  its  officers  were :  H.  S.  Had- 
sel,  worshipful  master;  T.  M.  White,  senior  warden;  Orrin  Baines,  junior 
warden;  R.  R.  Pember,  treasurer;  Emery  Frost,  secretary;  W.  S.  Brown, 
senior  deacon;  A.  Van  Atta,  junior  deacon;  W.  S.  Smarzo,  senior  steward; 

I.  W.  Rathbone,  junior  steward;  J.  E.  Smith,  tyler. 

The  growth  of  this  lodge  has  been  steady.  In  December,  1908,  it  had 
fifty-two  members,  a  large  number  for  a  town  the  size  of  Maynard,  but  it  is 
an  active  business  point.  The  present  officers  are:  W.  H.  Seeley,  worship¬ 
ful  master;  A.  L.  Evans,  senior  warden;  Dr.  A.  E.  Conrad,  junior  warden; 

J.  C.  Mears,  treasurer;  K.  W.  Buell,  secretary;  M.  V.  White,  senior  deacon; 
C.  B.  Bracey,  junior  deacon;  Chas.  Miehe,  tyler. 

SILVER  LEAF  LODGE  NO.  5TS- 

Silver  Leaf  Lodge  No.  518,  Elgin,  Iowa,  began  its  existence  under  a  dis¬ 
pensation  issued  to  it  September  23,  1891,  by  Ralph  Gurley  Phelps,  grand 
master.  Its  membership  then  was  seventeen,  nearly  all  of  them  former  mem- 
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bers  of  Clermont  Lodge  No.  160,  that  lodge  being  only  about  three  miles 
distant.  The  fact  that  a  dispensation  was  given  for  a  lodge  so  close  to  a 
lodge  already  chartered  is  proof  of  the  activity  and  Masonic  standing  of  the 
brethren  who  secured  the  dispensation  for  this  lodge  and  bears  testimony  to 
the  increased  importance  of  the  village  of  Elgin.  The  first  officers  were : 

C.  Theo  Schmid,  worshipful  master;  Joseph  Butler,  senior  warden;  August 
Benson,  junior  warden;  S.  Thoma,  treasurer;  August  A.  Stoehr,  secretary;  L. 
B.  Mattoon,  senior  deacon;  A.  Ely,  junior  deacon;  P.  Nicklaus,  senior  stew¬ 
ard;  R.  W.  Helms,  junior  steward;  H.  Holzer,  tyler. 

The  lodge  has  steadily  increased  in  membership  and  on  December  31, 
1908,  had  fifty  members  in  good  standing.  The  Masonic  activity  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  lodge  is  also  attested  by  the  fact  that  Unity  Chapter  No.  62,  Roval 
Arch  Masons,  is  located  here.  Its  present  officers  are :  C.  J.  Harrington, 
worshipful  master;  J.  H.  Williams,  senior  warden;  Jos.  Burianek,  junior 
warden;  C.  Lehman,  treasurer;  C.  Theo.  Schmidt,  secretary;  C.  F.  Becker, 
senior  deacon;  F.  E.  Kohler,  junior  deacon;  J.  C.  Schmidt,  senior  steward; 
Alf  A.  Holzer,  junior  steward;  N.  Schori,  tyler. 

WINDSOR  LODGE  NO.  542. 

Windsor  Lodge  No.  542,  located  at  Hawkeye,  Iowa,  is  the  youngest 
lodge  in  the  county.  It  was  granted  its  dispensation  on  July  17,  1895,  by 
George  Washington  Ball,  of  Iowa  City,  grand  master,  and  the  first  report 
shows  a  total  membership  of  twenty-six.  The  first  officers  were :  P.  R. 
Ketchum,  worshipful  master;  J.  D.  Dooley,  senior  warden;  G.  W.  Chamber- 
lain,  junior  warden;  N.  Jacobs,  treasurer;  John  Shales,  secretary;  E.  L. 
Wallace,  senior  deacon;  W.  H.  Jacobs,  junior  deacon;  L.  A.  Fisher,  senior 
steward;  J.  C.  Foote,  junior  steward;  A.  D.  Brahman,  tyler. 

The  lodge  was  chartered  June  3,  1896.  Hawkeye  is  a  thriving  town  and 
the  lodge  membership  has  steadily  increased  so  that  at  last  report,  December 
31,  1908,  it  was  thirty-eight.  The  present  officers  are:  L.  R.  Campbell, 
worshipful  master;  R.  H.  Hecht,  senior  warden ;  H.  P.  Clark,  junior  warden; 
J.  D.  Dooley,  treasurer ;  Carl  Krueger,  secretary ;  F.  G.  Lee,  senior  deacon ; 

D.  W.  Hughes,  junior  deacon;  R.  W.  Rogers,  senior  steward;  C.  A.  Munson, 
junior  steward;  D.  W.  Wilbur,  tyler. 

UNITY  CHAPTER  NO.  62,  ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS. 

Unity  Chapter  No.  62,  Elgin,  Iowa,  was  organized  as  Clermont  Chapter 
No.  62  and  located  at  Clermont,  Iowa.  It  was  given  its  dispensation  March 
10,  1871,  by  Zephaniah  C.  Luce,  most  excellent  grand  high  priest.  It  then 
had  eleven  members  and  the  officers  were :  B.  H.  Hinkley,  high  priest ;  J.  P. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


3*9 

Blackett,  king;  R.  B.  Appleman,  scribe;  C.  W.  D.  Lathrop,  principal  sojourner 
and  royal  arch  captain;  Peter  Nicklaus,  grand  master  first  veil;  H.  G.  Clark, 
grand  master  second  veil;  R.  S.  Barclay,  grand  master  third  veil;  C.  F.  Week, 
sentinel. 

It  was  granted  its  charter  October  1 8,  1871.  On  July  22,  1897,  at  the 
annual  convocation  of  the  grand  chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  Iowa,  held 
at  Templar  Park,  Spirit  Lake,  Clermont  Chapter,  on  its  own  petition  therefor, 
was  removed  to  Elgin,  Iowa.  It  then  had  fifty-seven  members  but  five  of  whom 
resided  at  Clermont  and  fourteen  members  then  resided  at  Elgin.  At  the  next 
annual  convocation  of  the  grand  chapter,  held  at  Burlington,  on  its  recpiest  the 
name  was  changed  to  Unity  Chapter,  the  name  Clermont,  on  account  of  the  re¬ 
moval,  being  no  longer  applicable. 

The  present  officers  are :  C.  Theo.  Schmidt,  high  priest ;  C.  F.  Becker, 
king;  N.  Schori,  scribe;  Aug.  Benson,  treasurer;  Gus.  A.  Stoehr,  secretary 
H.  S.  Hadsel,  captain  of  host;  K.  S.  Houg,  principal  sojourner;  Ed.  Hanson 
royal  arch  captain;  Aug  Benson,  master  third  veil;  John  Falb,  master  second 
veil;  Jos.  Burianek,  master  first  veil;  C.  L.  Lehman,  guard. 

ANSEL  HUMPHREYS  CHAPTER  NO.  8o,  ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS. 

Ansel  Humphreys  was  a  resident  of  Bloomington  (now  Muscatine), 
Iowa,  and  at  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  grand  lodge  of  Iowa,  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  was  the  district  deputy  grand  master  of  the  grand 
lodge  of  Missouri,  then  having  jurisdiction  over  Iowa.  He  was  a  delegate 
from  Iowa  Lodge  No.  42  (under  Missouri,  now  No.  2,  under  Iowa),  Bloom¬ 
ington,  to  the  convention  that  organized  the  grand  lodge  of  Iowa  in  January, 
1844,  presided  over  its  deliberations,  prepared  and  presented  the  grand  lodge 
constitution,  installed  the  first  officers  of  the  grand  lodge  and  was  grand 
master  of  Masons  in  Iowa  from  1847  to  1850.  It  was  for  him  Ansel  Hum¬ 
phreys  Chapter  No.  80,  Fayette,  was  named.  It  was  given  its  dispensation 
on  January  22,  1876,  by  Horace  S.  Winslow,  grand  high  priest.  It  began 
with  a  membership  of  ten.  The  first  officers  were :  J.  G.  Anderson,  high 
priest ;  M.  O.  Barnes,  king ;  D.  P.  A.  Burgess,  scribe ;  Daniel  Davis,  secretary ; 
A.  W.  Crans,  captain  of  host;  Thomas  Fowells,  principal  sojourner;  S.  Hend¬ 
rickson,  royal  arch  captain ;  George  Comstock,  grand  master  first  veil;  E. 
Gregory,  grand  master  third  veil ;  C.  C.  Kelly,  sentinel. 

It  was  given  its  charter  October  4,  1876.  The  present  officers  are:  W.  E. 
Hunt,  high  priest;  George  McCann,  king;  R.  F.  Shirley,  scribe;  G.  B.  Hill, 
treasurer;  E.  N.  Hartman,  secretary;  G.  B.  Servoss,  captain  of  host;  F.  S. 
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Walker,  principal  sojourner;  W.  M.  Rickert,  royal  arch  captain;  W.  W. 
Comstock,  grand  master  third  veil;  E.  C.  Hill,  grand  master  second  veil;  C. 
D.  McGoon,  grand  master  first  veil. 

LANGRIDGE  COMMANDERY  NO.  47,  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR. 

W.  B.  Langridge  was  the  first  grand  recorder  of  the  grand  commandery 
of  Iowa  and  held  that  office  for  more  than  eighteen  years,  a  record  exceeding 
that  of  any  other  in  that  body.  For  this  reason,  and  at  the  request  of  the 
grand  commander  who  gave  the  dispensation,  the  name  Langridge  was  given 
the  new  commandery. 

On  July  26,  1884,  on  the  petition  of  eleven  Sir  Knights,  Abel  W. 
Daugherty,  right  eminent  grand  commander,  gave  a  dispensation  to  form 
Langridge  Commandery  No.  47,  West  Union,  Iowa.  Most  of  the  petitioners 
had  been  knighted  in  Beauseant  Commandery  No.  12,  Decorah,  Iowa,  and  it 
gave  them  the  necessary  recommendation. 

The  first  officers  were:  D.  W.  Clements,  eminent  commander;  S.  E. 
Robinson;  generalissimo;  A.  N.  Hobson,  captain  general;  George  D.  Darn- 
all,  prelate;  Charles  F.  Week,  treasurer;  Samuel  B.  Zeigler,  recorder;  L.  L. 
Ainsworth,  senior  warden;  Harvey  S.  Sheldon,  junior  warden;  J.  J.  Berkey, 
standard  bearer;  Voltaire  W.  Johnson,  sword  bearer;  Cornelius  W.  Lathrop, 
sentinel. 

It  was  chartered  October  10,  1884,  and  constituted  under  its  charter 
November  28,  1884.  This  commandery  has  prospered  and  has  ranked  as 
one  of  the  good  working  commanderies  of  the  state.  Three  of  its  members 
have  been  officers  of  the  grand  commandery  of  Iowa. 

D.  W.  Clements  was  elected  grand  senior  warden  in  1890  and  held  suc¬ 
cessively  the  ranking  offices,  and  was  grand  commander  in  1894-5.  E.  B. 
Shaw,  another  member  of  this  commandery,  was  elected  grand  treasurer  in 
1895  and  1896,  and  Dr.  S.  E.  Robinson  was  the  grand  standard  bearer  in 
1899. 

On  December  31,  1908,  the  date  of  the  last  report,  it  had  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  members  in  good  standing.  Its  present  officers  are :  C.  F. 
Chambers,  eminent  commander ;  C.  W.  Dykins,  generalissimo ;  William  Kin¬ 
sey,  captain  general;  Fred  W.  Schneider,  senior  warden;  E.  A.  Mcllree,  jun¬ 
ior  warden;  R.  O.  Woodard,  treasurer;  C.  B.  Hughes,  recorder;  Karl  D. 
Fisk,  prelate;  Carter  Manly,  standard  bearer;  W.  W.  Wright,  sword  bearer; 
W.  J.  Rogers,  warder;  A.  R.  Burrett,  sentinel. 
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ORDER  OF  THE  EASTERN  STAR. 

This  order  is  not  a  part  of  the  Masonic  institution,  but  as  no  one  is  eligible 
to  become  a  member  unless,  if  a  woman,  she  is  the  wife,  widow,  mother,  sister 
or  daughter  of  a  Master  Mason ;  or,  if  a  man,  he  is  a  Master  Mason  in  good 
standing,  therefore,  the  order  is  closely  allied  to  Masonry,  and  the  following 
synopsis  is  added  to  the  history  of  Masonry : 

In  Fayette  county  there  are  now  five  chapters  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star  and  all  in  a  good  prosperous  condition.  They  are  active  aids  to  the 
Masonic  lodges  of  their  respective  localities  and  greatly  enhance  the  social  and 
benevolent  features  of  the  fraternity. 

The  chapters  in  the  county  are:  Oelwein  Chapter  No.  45,  at  Oelwein, 
having  a  membership  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-one;  Maynard  Chapter  No. 
103,  at  Maynard,  with  a  membership  of  seventy-three;  West  Union  Chapter 
No.  no,  at  West  Union,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  members;  Elgin 
Chapter  No.  162,  at  Elgin,  which  has  forty-nine  members;  and  Waucoma 
Chapter  No.  186,  at  Waucoma,  with  eighty-seven  members.  The  latter  is  the 
youngest,  but  not  the  least,  of  the  five.  It  has  the  honor  of  having  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  Ida  Webster,  the  grand  treasurer  of  the  grand  chapter,  Order  of  the  East¬ 
ern  Star  of  Iowa,  which  office  she  has  held  for  several  years.  Mary  A.  Clem¬ 
ents,  a  member  of  West  Union  Chapter  No.  no,  was  one  of  the  five  trustees 
that  located  and  built  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  Masonic  Home  of  the 
State,  located  at  Boone,  and  she  is  still  a  trustee  of  that  institution. 


(21) 
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THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND  STOCK  RAISING. 

By  Col.  J.  W.  Bopp. 

The  development  of  agriculture  and  stock  raising  in  Fayette  county  is  so 
closely  connected  with  the  subject  throughout  the  state  and  nation  that  it  is 
difficult  to  treat  it  as  a  local  matter.  Both  these  great  industries  were  de¬ 
veloped  and  interwoven  with  so  many  other  lines  of  effort  that  it  is  difficult 
to  treat  them  independently.  The  subject  will  necessarily  have  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  somewhat  in  the  way  it  grew  up — an  independent  idea  at  one  time,  an 
independent  experiment  at  another  time,  an  unlooked-for  success  or  failure  at 
still  another  time,  all  made  part  of  the  settlement  of  the  county.  It  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  take  it  up  from  the  time  when  the  covered  wagon  and  the  log  cabin 
took  the  place  of  the  tent  of  the  Indian,  and  the  furrow  turned  by  the  plow  of 
the  white  man  covered  forever  the  path  of  the  elk  and  the  deer,  and  the  sound 
of  the  white  man’s  axe  in  the  timber,  and  the  plow  in  the  field,  gave  warning 
to  the  wild  animals  that  a  new  civilization,  of  which  they  were  not  to  be  a  part, 
was  at  hand.  It  meant  a  wonderful  change  from  the  native  grass,  with  its 
vast  variety  of  floAvers  and  shrubs,  and  the  native  timber,  with  its  stately  trees 
and  lovely  vines,  to  the  fields  of  grain  and  meadows,  and  planted  groves  and 
of  a  new  kind  of  habitation  and  new  methods  by  those  who  were  to  occupy  the 
land.  There  is  scarcely  a  foot  of  land  in  Fayette  county  which  is  in  all  respects 
as  it  was  in  the  day  when  the  first  settler  moved  in.  A  large  portion  of  native 
plants  and  flowers  and  shrubs  have  completely  disappeared  under  the  work  of 
the  white  man.  At  the  time  of  the  first  settler  the  methods  for  opening  up 
and  improving  a  new  country  were  different  from  those  of  this  time,  and  their 
methods  and  habits,  long  since  discarded  for  those  of  greater  efficiency,  seem 
very  crude  to  the  new  generation.  There  was  much  timidity  and  a  great  deal 
of  uncertainty  for  those  who  were  the  pioneers.  They  were  almost  all  poor, 
with  possibly  an  ox  team  and  a  cow  or  two,  and  much  later  a  few  hogs  and 
sheep.  The  ox  team  was  nearly  universal,  probably  as  much  on  account  of 
the  ability  of  the  ox  to  get  his  own  living  from  the  native  grass,  as  from  the 
fact  that  an  ox  team  was  much  cheaper  than  a  horse  team.  Many  of  the  early 
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settlers  depended  for  their  subsistence  largely  on  the  killing  of  game,  and  the 
cultivation  of  the  land  was  only  attempted  in  a  small  way.  A  very  few  acres, 
for  the  first  few  years,  was  enough  for  the  farmer  to  prepare  for  crops,  but  it 
has  gradually  increased,  though  it  was  many  years  after  log  cabins  had  been 
built  and  small  clearings  made  in  the  timber  near  water  and  other  necessaries, 
before  they  could  adapt  themselves  to  the  changing  conditions.  Nearly  all  the 
first  settlers  built  their  cabins  near  springs,  where  they  could  get  wood  and 
water,  and  where  their  log  cabins  could  be  built  without  much  effort.  At  that 
time  they  thought  the  prairies  would  probably  never  be  cultivated,  on  account 
of  the  lack  of  fuel  and  material  for  fences.  No  one  dreamed  of-  coal  and 
barbed  wire,  and  such  an  increase  in  the  population  as  would  make  good  roads 
and  towns  and  homes  out  on  the  open  prairies.  Many  of  these  improvements 
could  not  be  foreseen,  and  it  is  a  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  claims 
were  taken  and  houses  built  in  parts  of  the  county  which  are  now  regarded  as 
the  most  undesirable.  Entirely  different  factors  controlled  the  selection  of  a 
homestead  at  that  time  than  would  be  thought  of  now;  but  through  all  the 
years  from  that  time  to  the  present,  agriculture  has  been  the  principal  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  people  of  the  county,  the  source  of  practically  all  its  material  ad¬ 
vancement,  and  the  base  of  all  its  industries  and  occupations.  Advancement 
was  very  slow  for  many  years,  with  little  change  in  methods  and,  in  the  light 
of  later  events,  with  but  little  actual  improvement. 

Among  the  pioneers  were  many  foreigners,  entirely  unacquainted  with 
the  development  of  a  new  county  and  not  familiar  with  the  methods  of  farm¬ 
ing  in  use  by  those  from  older  sections  of  the  country.  Many  of  them  could 
not  speak  the  English  language,  and  many  others  came  from  occupations  in 
the  East  which  had  not  developed  their  ability  as  farmers  to  any  great  extent. 

However,  there  was  one  good  result  from  this  mixing  of  the  foreigner 
and  the  native,  and  that  was  the  melting-  together  of  the  many  strange  elements 
into  one  solid  community  with  similar  hopes,  facing  similar  hardships  and 
risking  similar  dangers.  There  was  always  enough  of  the  native  American  to 
map  out  and  establish  schools  and  churches,  and  to  take  an  active  leadership 
m  the  establishment  of  civil  government,  in  harmony  with  the  general  aim  of 
the  state  and  nation.  There  has  never  been  any  part  of  the  county  in  which 
these  laws  and  customs  were  not  readily  taken  up  and  adopted,  and  there  has 
never  been  very  much  built  upon  foreign  ideals  and  customs.  The  pioneers 
were  all,  of  necessity,  friendly  with  each  other,  and  soon  grew  to  be  one  com¬ 
munity;  and  while  they  did  not  all  try  to  work  at  similar  problems  in  a  similar 
way,  there  was  a  gradual  elimination  of  that  'which  was  found  unsuited  and 
unprofitable,  and  the  success  of  one  was  taken  as  a  guide  by  the  others  in  the 
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adoption  of  new  methods  and  new  machinery.  The  early  machinery  was 
nearly  all  home-made,  and  most  of  the  early  crops  were  put  in  with  the  old 
three-cornered  wooden  harrow,  with  wooden  teeth.  Plows  were  largely  the 
product  of  the  local  blacksmith,  and  most  of  the  wagons  were  made  by  some 
of  the  pioneers  themselves.  There  was  an  entire  absence  of  all  the  vast  sup¬ 
ply  of  improved  machinery  (as  we  know  it  now),  and  to  this  was  due  much 
of  the  slowness  with  which  the  pioneers  seemed  to  develop  their  farms.  Many 
of  them  did  not  break  up  more  than  ten  or  fifteen  acres  for  the  first  ten  years 
of  their  settlement,  and  all  this  was  fenced  with  the  old-style  rail  fence,  laid 
up  from  the  ground,  which  meant  a  great  deal  of  work.  The  early  crops  con¬ 
sisted  largely  of  wheat  and  a  little  oats,  and  later  some  corn.  The  same  ele¬ 
ments  in  the  soil  which  produced  wonderful  crops  of  wheat  and  oats  were 
against  the  successful  raising  of  corn  and  the  cultivated  grasses  and  clover. 
It  was  not  until  after  farmers  had  raised  wheat  for  a  number  of  years  that 
corn  and  tame  grass  began  to  do  fairly  well.  For  quite  a  number  of  years  all 
the  grain  and  all  the  hay  were  cut  with  the  cradle  and  the  scythe,  and  the  little 
corn  that  was  raised  was  plowed  with  a  single-shovel  plow.  The  double¬ 
shovel  plow  and  the  reaper  came  in  about  the  same  time  and  were  looked  upon 
as  wonderful  inventions.  It  is  probably  no  exaggeration  to  say,  that  the 
double-shovel  plow  increased  the  number  of  acres  planted  to  corn  and  that  the 
introduction  of  the  hand-rake  reaper  increased  the  amount  of  small  grain  sown 
several  times  over.  Before  the  introduction  of  the  reaper,  the  pioneer  settler 
did  not  sow  a  very  large  acreage  of  small  grain  and  did  not  plant  a  very 
large  acreage  of  corn  or  potatoes.  There  was  not  so  much  of  the  disadvantage 
of  not  keeping  everlastingly  at  the  farm  work  as  developed  in  later  years. 
Farmers  were  much  more  given  to  visiting  among  themselves,  and  often  took 
their  whole  families  to  visit  with  their  neighbor  for  the  day.  The  habit  of  visit¬ 
ing  by  the  pioneers  also  did  a  great  deal  toward  making  the  neighbors  harmon¬ 
ious  and  agreeable.  It  was  not  so  much  a  question  of  becoming  rapidly  rich,  as 
it  was  a  question  of  having  something  to  eat  and  a  place  to  live.  For  the  first 
few  years  the  little  surplus  in  the  crops  raised  was  disposed  of  to  the  new  neigh¬ 
bors,  and  after  the  country  had  so  far  settled  up  that  there  was  an  additional 
surplus  beyond  the  local  needs,  it  was  hauled  by  team  to  McGregor  or 
Dubuque.  A  trip  at  that  time  occupied  from  three  to  four  days,  sometimes 
more,  and  the  wife  and  children  often  kept  a  lonely  cabin,  while  the  stock  or 
the  grain  was  taken  to  mill  or  to  the  market.  At  that  time  the  wolves  were 
plentiful  and  aggressive,  and  were  not  afraid  to  come  up  to  the  buildings. 
Many  of  the  early  settlers  had  moved  from  villages  and  cities  in  the  older 
countries  and  were  not  accustomed  to  staying  in  the  old  log  cabin  through  the 
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storms  of  winter,  and  the  absence  of  the  men  folks  in  the  summer  days  cer¬ 
tainly  was*  no  pleasing  matter  for  the  pioneer  women  with  their  families  of 
small  children.  They  were  often  several  miles  from  any  other  habitation,  and 
alone  in  their  cabins  while  their  husbands  went  to  mill  or  to  market.  Sacri¬ 
fices  like  these  were  part  of  the  price  paid  for  the  development  of  agriculture 
and  stock  raising  in  this  county. 

After  the  introduction  of  the  harvester  and  mower,  and  a  few  other  pieces 
of  machinery,  such  as  improved  corn  plows  and  seeders,  the  great  question  was 
the  fencing  of  the  land.  All  the  stock  at  that  time  was  fenced  out,  and  all 
the  fields  had  to  be  fenced  in.  That  made  the  timber  land  unusually  valuable, 
and  many  pieces  were  held  with  the  idea  that  it  would  soon  be  worth  one 
hundred  dollars  per  acre,  and  possibly  much  more.  Fortunately  for  those 
who  did  not  live  in  or  near  the  timber  at  that  time,  barbed  wire  was  invented, 
and  gradually  came  into  general  use.  But  the  smooth  wire  fence  preceded 
barbed  wire  by  many  years.  The  first  wire  fencing  of  this  variety  which  was 
sold  in  the  county  for  fencing  purposes  was  sold  at  eighteen  cents  per  pound, 
but  notwithstanding  the  high  price,  it  was  at  once  recognized  as  being  far 
superior  to  the  smooth  wire,  rails  and  posts,  and  the  other  old-style  fences, 
and  most  of  the  new  fence  was  built  of  that  material.  The  barbed  wire  grad¬ 
ually  took  the  place  of  the  old  wooden  fences  and  plain  wire,  and  now  it  is 
being  superseded  by  woven  wire  and  wooden  posts.  When  cement  posts 
have  taken  the  place  of  the  wooden  posts,  as  they  undoubtedly  will  in  the  near 
future,  the  ideal  fence  conditions  will  have  been  achieved.  Many  people  tried 
willow  hedges,  and  a  few  tried  the  Osage  orange,  none  of  which  has  been  a 
success  for  general  fencing  purposes.  The  fence  problem  was  now  largely 
improved,  and  the  reaper  and  mower  made  the  prairie  lands  profitable  and 
helped  settle  up  the  country,  which  added  very  largely  to  the  population  and 
the  wealth  of  the  county.  A  great  factor  in  the  development  of  the  prairie 
farms  was  the  invention  of  the  self-rake  reaper,  and  shortly  after  that  the 
Marsh  harvester,  on  which  two  men  could  do  the  same  work  that  five  had 
done  after  the  old  hand  rake,  and  after  a  few  years  the  invention  of  the  wire 
self  binder,  which  was  shortly  after  succeeded  by  the  present  twine  binder. 
This  also  did  a  vast  amount  toward  developing  the  county. 

It  was  only  a  few  years  after  the  invention  of  the  twine  binder,  that 
wheat,  which  had  been  the  principal  crop,  was  no  longer  found  profitable,  and 
the  failure  of  wheat  made  a  very  decided  impression  on  the  agriculture  of  the 
county.  A  large  proportion  of  the  farmers  had  built  up  everything  about 
their  places  with  the  view  to  raising  wheat  and  oats,  and  when  these  failed 
they  were  unable  to  adapt  themselves  to  the  changed  conditions.  Hundreds 
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of  farmers  lost  their  places  and  moved  on  to  Kansas  and  Nebraska  and  other 
portions  of  the  newer  west,  to  try  the  same  experience  the  second  time.  Those 
who  held  their  places,  and  those  who  stayed  here  were  compelled  to  change 
their  entire  system  of  farming,  and  seeded  down  large  portions  of  their  farms 
to  clover  and  timothy;  raised  cattle  and  horses,  increased  their  corn  fields, 
raised  hogs  and  developed  the  dairy  industry,  and  abandoned  the  wheat  field, 
with  its  numerous  disappointments.  These  changes  gradually  came  in  about 
1870,  and  the  vast  stretches  of  land  which  formerly  produced  nothing  but 
wheat  are  not  producing  a  bushel  for  local  milling  purposes  today.  The 
change  from  wheat  to  live  stock,  in  a  great  many  cases,  was  ruinous,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  large  number  of  farmers  who  were  unable  to  adopt  the  new 
method.  They  were  grain  farmers  only,  and  had  never  paid  any  attention  to 
stock  and  dairying. 

About  this  time  the  Grange  movement  was  introduced  into  the  county,  and 
for  a  time  was  a  large  factor  in  its  social,  political  and  business  affairs. 

It  was  in  the  nature  of  a  hard-time  movement,  and  when  farming  had 
been  re-adjusted  on  the  new  basis,  the  Grange  gradually  died  out.  But  it 
had  brought  about  a  mingling  of  farmers  at  Grange  meetings,  and  with  it  the 
discussion  of  methods  of  farming  and  stock  raising  'which  had  a  large  in¬ 
fluence  for  good  in  teaching  newer  and  better  methods.  About  this  time  a 
few  pioneer  dairymen  conceived  the  idea  of  a  co-operative  plan  for  handling 
their  butter  and  milk.  This  dragged  along  for  a  few  years,  not  giving  very 
good  success  or  results,  largely  from  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  best  methods 
for  handling  dairy  products  and  of  the  machinery  for  handling  milk  and  butter. 
These  gradually  developed  into  profitable  enterprises,  and  new  creameries 
were  constantly  built,  until  this  county  was  one  of  the  leading  counties  in  the 
state  in  the  production  and  shipment  of  butter  and  cheese.  The  cream  checks 
made  a  secure  source  of  income  for  current  expenses,  and  the  former  method 
of  running  store  bills  and  other  accounts,  until  the  single  wheat  crop  was  sold 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  was  gradually  abandoned,  much  to  the  advantage  of 
the  merchants  and  the  farmers  alike.  The  introduction  of  dairying  and  stock 
raising  gradually  restored  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  divided  the  work  on  the 
farm,  so  that  it  was  much  more  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  year.  With 
the  introduction  of  dairying  and  stock  raising,  the  farmers  were  much  more 
prosperous,  and  gradually  put  up  better  buildings  and  from  time  to  time  added 
better  machinery,  which  cut  out  a  great  deal  of  the  drudgery  on  the  farm. 
With  the  gradual  development  of  the  dairy  industry  came  the  cream  separator, 
and  later  the  hand  separator,  which  minimized  the  great  task  of  hauling  the 
milk  to  the  creameries,  and  back  again  to  the  farms,  until  now  all  the  cream- 
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eries  in  the  county  gather  only  cream,  and  the  hauling  of  milk  is  a  thing  of  the 
past.  With  the  development  of  the  creamery  and  the  hand  separator,  there 
was  a  large  reduction  in  the  work  for  the  women  in  the  care  of  the  milk  and 
the  butter ;  and  with  the  lessening  of  these  cares  and  responsibilities  on  the 
part  of  the  farmers’  wives,  there  was  a  gradual  increase  in  the  attention  to 
poultry.  For  many  years  during  the  early  settlement  of  the  county,  farmers 
only  kept  small  flocks  of  poultry,  which  largely  looked  after  themselves.  The 
eggs  and  butter  were  sold  at  about  the  same  price — of  five  or  six  cents  per 
pound,  for  the  butter,  and  about  the  same  per  dozen  for  eggs — when  there  was 
a  market  for  them  at  all.  After  the  establishment  of  the  creamery,  the  in¬ 
crease  in  the  amount  of  poultry  and  eggs  produced  on  the  farm  was  very  rapid, 
until  at  this  time  it  is  one  of  the  important  industries  and  one  of  the  regular 
sources  of  income.  With  the  increase  of  poultry  there  was  a  gradual  im¬ 
provement  in  the  kinds  of  fowls  kept  on  the  farm,  and  the  desire  for  more  and 

better  poultry  grew  very  rapidly.  The  early  pioneers,  when  they  had  only 
small  flocks,  were  very  rarely  troubled  with  the  many  pests  against  which  the 
poultry  raiser,  at  this  time,  has  to  contend.  There  was  but  little  trouble  from 
mites,  lice,  roup,  cholera  and  rats,  and  many  other  troubles  incident  to  large 
flocks,  and  possibly  to  the  more  tender  kinds  of  fowls  now  kept. 

With  the  advancement  from  grain  to  other  methods,  there  was  a  large 
improvement  in  the  kinds  of  cattle  kept,  and  a  few  of  the  more  enterprising 
stock  men  built  up  improved  herds :  First  a  small  herd  of  Short-horns  and 

Herefords;  later  a  few  Devons,  followed  shortly  after  by  a  small  herd  of 

Flolsteins;  these  followed  by  Jerseys,  Brown  Swiss,  Polled  Angus  and  a  few 
other  breeds.  Each  of  these  strains  have  their  good  qualities,  and  the  native 
cattle  were  gradually  improved  by  the  introduction  of  better  blood  and  better 
methods  of  care  for  the  stock,  until  today  Fayette  county  is  one  of  the  great 
stock-raising  counties  of  the  state,  with  many  herds  of  fine  thoroughbred  cat¬ 
tle.  When  cattle  were  few,  and  were  neglected  for  the  raising  of  grain,  many 
died  every  year  from  exposure  and  lack  of  proper  care,  a  loss  which  has  been 
practically  eliminated  by  the  introduction  of  better  cattle  and  better  facilities 
for  their  care,  until  at  this  time  the  loss  of  an  animal  from  exposure  and  neg¬ 
lect  is  very  rare.  With  the  increase  of  the  stock  industry,  came  the  custom 
of  dehorning,  which  at  first  was  regarded  as  very  cruel,  but  which  soon  came 
to  be  recognized  as  much  more  humane  than  the  former  method  of  keeping 
large  numbers  of  cattle  together  with  their  horns  on,  for  defense  and  mutual 
abuse.  It  took  about  ten  years  to  introduce  this  custom  generally,  and  now 
it  is  a  rare  thing  to  find  cattle  of  any  description  with  their  horns  on.  Neither 
milch  cows  nor  stock  cattle  are  kept  more  than  half  as  long  as  they  formerly 


were. 
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For  the  first  fifteen  years  after  the  settlement  of  the  county  began  it  was 
not  at  all  uncommon  for  stock  cattle  to  be  kept  until  they  were  five  or  six  years 
old,  before  they  were  ready  for  the  market,  and  some  even  reached  a  riper  age. 
All  of  this  has  been  changed  with  improved  stock  and  improved  methods, 
much  to  the  advantage  of  the  farmers. 

Along  with  the  improvement  in  the  cattle  and  poultry,  there  was  a  like 
improvement  in  horses.  For  the  first  twenty  years  in  the  settlement  of  the 
county,  the  ordinary  work  horse  weighed  from  nine  to  eleven  hundred  pounds, 
with  the  exceptional  team  that  weighed  as  much  as  twelve  hundred  each. 
After  the  building  of  better  barns,  and  the  introduction  of  tame  grasses,  there 
begun  to  be  a  recognition  of  the  fact  that  there  was  a  better  market  and  better 
service  in  the  heavier  horses.  In  an  early  day  a  good  deal  of  attention  had 
been  paid  to  racing  and  similar  sports,  and  a  horse  that  could  run  was  prized 
above  the  horse  that  could  only  work.  After  the  running  horses,  came  the 
trotting  horse  fever,  which  was  a  large  factor  in  the  raising  of  that  class  of 
horses  for  quite  a  number  of  years.  But  the  draft  horse  gradually  came  into 
favor,  and  with  the  importation  of  heavier  horses  from  other  countries,  there 
was  a  decided  improvement.  This  improvement  has  been  continuous,  until 
the  draft  horse  is  the  ordinary  horse  produced  on  the  farm,  and  the  weight  has 
increased  in  the  county  from  about  ten  hundred  and  fifty  to  sixteen  or  eighteen 
hundred  pounds,  with  a  good  many  that  weigh  a  ton.  This  has  given  the 
farmers  better  teams  for  farm  work,  and  a  better  class  of  horses  for  sale,  to 
supply  the  demand  in  the  cities  for  heavy  freighting.  This  improvement  in 
the  kind  and  number  of  horses  raised  has  gone  on  gradually  until  at  this  time 
it  is  one  of  the  important  industries  among  the  farmers  of  the  county.  The 
growing  of  sheep  has  never  been  so  much  an  industry  as  some  other  kinds  of 
stock.  There  have  always  been  some  good  herds  in  the  county,  however, 
some  of  them  of  very  fine  breeding;  and  during  the  war  times  there  was  quite 
a  number  of  large  herds  of  the  Merino  breed.  But  these  were  nearly  all  dis¬ 
posed  of  as  unprofitable  during  the  low  price  for  wool,  shortly  after  the  war. 
But  there  has  been  a  gradual  growth  in  the  number  of  small  flocks  of  good 
sheep,  in  recent  years,  and  they  have  been  profitable  for  some  time,  but  Fay¬ 
ette  county  has  never  been  what  might  be  termed  an  extensive  sheep-growing 
county.  The  farmers  of  the  county  have  given  more  attention  to  the  raising 
of  hogs,  which  came  in,  largely,  with  the  development  of  the  dairy.  Before 
the  failure  of  wheat,  hogs  were  not  raised  very  extensively,  except  by  a  few 
farmers ;  but  after  the  change  to  stock,  and  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  corn 
planted,  the  number  of  hogs  was  increased  very  much  and  their  quality  im¬ 
proved.  The  grade  and  uniformity  of  the  hogs  raised  in  the  county  is  un- 
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doubtedly  ahead  of  any  other  kind  of  stock,  and  has  been  a  source  of  very 
great  profit.  This  part  of  the  state  has  never  been  seriously  troubled  with 
hog  cholera,  like  the  southern  part  of  Iowa  and  many  other  states,  so  that  the 
net  returns  have  been  very  satisfactory.  Nearly  all  the  well-bred  hogs  have 
about  the  same  conformation  and  habits  of  growth,  and  there  is  very  little 
difference  in  the  breeds,  outside  of  the  color,  as  they  are  produced  at  this 
time.  The  time  for  maturing  hogs,  like  the  time  for  maturing  cattle,  has  also 
been  very  greatly  reduced. 

Along  with  the  improvement  of  different  kinds  of  stock  has  been  a  very 
great  improvement  in  the  facilities  for  providing  water  and  shade,  in  which 
the  planted  groves  and  the  wind  mills  and  engines  have  taken  the  place  of  the 
spring  and  its  willow  shade,  and  the  old  dug  well  is  scarcely  to  be  found. 
The  soil  of  the  county  has  proven  to  be  fully  as  well  adapted  to  stock  raising 
and  dairying  as  it  ever  was  to  wheat,  and  the  excellence  of  its  limestone 
water  and  the  grasses  growing  on  the  limestone  soil,  have  produced  some  of 
the  best  butter  and  cheese  in  the. world.  The  county  is  well  drained,  has  fine 
water,  exceptionally  good  soil,  and  an  abundance  of  building  stone,  sand,  and 
clay  for  brick,  and  was  fairly  well  supplied  with  a  good  quality  of  timber  in 
an  early  day.  Vast  numbers  of  beautiful  groves  have  been  planted  and  grown 
on  the  prairies,  and  there  are  now  probably  fully  as  many  trees  growing  in  the 
county  as  were  here  when  it  was  first  settled. 

Along  with  the  other  industries,  farmers  have  not  been  neglectful  of  the 
planting  of  orchards  and  other  fruits.  For  many  years  it  seemed  that 
fruit  could  never  be  grown  successfully  in  the  county.  This  resulted,  largely, 
from  the  fact  that  the  early  fruit  trees  were  brought  from  eastern  states,  from 
a  different  soil  and  different  surroundings,  and  did  not  seem  to  do  well  in  this 
county.  But  the  principal  mistakes  were  due  to  the  want  of  adaptation  of 
certain  prolific  eastern  varieties  to  our  soil  and  climate.  These  have  been 
eliminated,  in  great  measure,  by  intelligent  experiments.  Some  persons  with 
more  persistence  than  their  neighbors,  and  willing  to  give  a  little  mote  at¬ 
tention  and  care  to  the  raising  of  fruit,  succeeded  in  saving  now  and  then  a 
tree  and  some  particular  kinds  of  small  fruit.  From  these  beginnings  there 
has  been  a  gradual  increase  in  the  number  and  variety  of  the  fruit  trees,  which 
have  been  made  to  grow,  and  even  do  well  in  the  county,  and  small  fruit  is 
raised  in  great  abundance  with  very  moderate  effort.  The  fruit  industry  was 
very  much  improved  by  a  few  enterprising  parties  who  established  nuiseiies, 
and  by  saving  the  best,  which  were  distributed  throughout  the  county,  it  came 
to  be  a  fairly  good  fruit  county,  with  not  much  more  failure  than  is  found  in 
other  sections  of  the  country.  It  is  likely  that  with  the  inciease  of  population, 
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more  and  more  attention  will  be  paid  to  fruit  of  all  kinds,  until  the  county  will 
fully  supply,  not  only  its  own  needs,  but  will  have  a  surplus. 

It  would  be  a  great  pleasure  to  mention  the  many  enterprising  citizens 
who  have  given  of  their  time  and  money,  and  have  shown  special  enterprise 
in  the  improvement  of  stock,  grain  and  fruits,  but  the  list  would  be  too  long 
for  an  article  of  this  description.  No  doubt  most  of  them  will  be  properly 
credited  with  their  efforts  in  the  biographical  portion  of  this  work.  They 
have  contributed  largely  to  the  upbuilding  and  success  of  agriculture  and  horti¬ 
culture  in  the  county,  and  deserve  great  credit  therefor.  Every  fine  herd  of 
cattle ;  every  fine  horse,  and  other  animal ;  every  beautiful  grove,  and  every 
fine  orchard,  is  the  result  of  their  pioneering;  and  very  much  of  the  prosperity 
which  has  covered  the  county  with  lovely  farm  homes  and  splendid  buildings, 
is  due  to  their  leadership.  It  is  men  like  these  who  have  kept  up  the  county 
fairs  and  farmers’  institutes,  and  have  led  in  all  that  goes  to  make  a  prosperous 
and  happy  people  in  a  great,  rich  and  well  developed  county.  Along  with  all 
the  prosperity  and  greatness  of  the  county,  there  has  been  a  parallel  develop- 
ment  of  its  schools,  its  churches,  its  newspapers,  its  highways  and  towns,  equal 
to  that  of  any  county  in  the  state,  and  it  has  developed  a  large  number  of 
young  men  and  women,  many  of  whom  have  taken  large  part  in  the  affairs 
of  their  state  and  nation,  while  others  have  gone  out  to  assist  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  other  states  and  newer  communities.  This  has  always  been  a  county 
with  a  very  high  order  of  citizenship,  ready  to  take  an  active  part,  and  give 
active  assistance  to  any  enterprise  or  movement  for  the  public  good  and  for  the 
general  uplift  of  its  citizens.  It  sent  a  very  large  percentage  of  its  pioneer 
citizens  into  the  Union  army  at  the  time  of  the  Rebellion,  and  has  been  proud 
to  honor  its  veteran  soldiers  from  that  time  to  this.  Most  of  its  pioneer  set¬ 
tlers  have  gone  to  their  rest,  but  they  are  succeeded  by  sons  and  daughters 
and  those  who  have  joined  them  with  the  same  high  ideals;  the  same  industry 
and  enterprise ;  the  same  respect  for  law  and  order,  and  all  that  contributes  to 
good  citizenship,  which  was  so  characteristic  of  those  who  took  its  native 
timber,  and  its  native  prairie  from  the  hand  of  nature,  and  made  it  a  great 
and  prosperous  community. 

This  being  almost  entirely  an  agricultural  county,  whatever  of  success 
has  attended  its  development,  is  based  on  the  labor,  economy  and  industry  of 
those  who  have  tilled  the  soil.  Every  town ;  every  highway,  with  its  bridges 
and  grades ;  every  public  building ;  its  splendid  farm  homes,  with  fine  houses, 
barns  and  groves;  its  herds  of  cattle  and  growing  crops,  are  the  direct  result 
of  the  development  of  agriculture  in  the  county.  It  would  be  hard  to  find  an 
equal  population  anywhere  which  was  more  abundantly  supplied  with  the  ma- 
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terial  wealth  that  should  lead  to  happiness  and  contentment;  and  all  this  has 
been  brought  about  within  the  life-time  of  many  of  those  who  were  among  its 
first  few  pioneers.  All  honor  to  those  pioneers  who  laid  the  foundation  of 
prosperity  broad  and  deep,  and  who  have  been  the  guiding*  influence  in  building 
up  a  rich  and  prosperous  people,  in  a  great  county,  glad  to  be  a  part  of  a  great 
state  in  the  most  advanced  nation  of  the  world. 

FAYETTE  COUNTY  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  AND  MECHANICS'  INSTITUTE. 

Discussion  as  to  the  wisdom  of  organizing  an  association  with  the  above 
title  took  tangible  shape  during  the  winter  of  1854-5.  Among  the  active  pro¬ 
moters  of  the  enterprise  were  Sylvester  Underwood,  late  of  Clermont,  P.  L. 
Hinkley,  J.  W.  Rogers  and  William  McClintock,  of  West  Union  (all  dead), 
and  the  first  meeting  to  ascertain  public  sentiment  on  the  question  was  held 
at  the  Baptist  church  in  West  Union.  Hon.  R.  A.  Richardson,  then  of  Illyria 
township,  but  since  deceased,  was  called  to  preside,  and  Oliver  Somers  was 
appointed  secretary. 

The  committee  on  constitution  and  by-laws  consisted  of  P.  L.  Hinkley, 
George  Murphy  and  John  Gharky,  and  these  gentlemen  presented  their  re¬ 
port  at  once,  and  the  documents  presented  were  adopted  by  the  waiting  audi¬ 
ence  without  the  change  of  a  word.  It  was  evident  that  the  time  was  at  hand 
when  the  people  felt  able  and  willing  to  sustain  a  county  fair.  March  5,  1855, 
is  the  date  from  which  the  society  has  existed,  and  from  that  far-away  day  to 
the  present  there  has  not  been  a  year  that  an  effort  was  not  made  to  hold  a 
county  fair.  Some  of  them  were  not  as  successful  as  the  state  of  the  treas¬ 
ury  demanded,  for  debts  had  to  be  incurred  and  annual  expenses  were  con¬ 
stantly  multiplying;  but  with  the  increase  of  population,  and  the  removal  of 
depressions  prior  to  and  during  the  Civil  war,  the  society  began  to  prosper, 
and  but  for  the  expenditures  necessary  to  keep  abreast  of  increasing  require¬ 
ments,  it  would  long  since  have  been  out  of  debt.  But  the  grounds  have  been 
twice  enlarged  since  the  first  purchase,  and  there  are  but  few  fair  grounds  in 
the  state  that  are  better  equipped  with  exhibition  buildings,  commodious  and 
modern  barns  for  horses  and  cattle,  and  swine,  sheep  and  poultry  buildings. 
A  new  office  building  has  been  added  to  the  equipment  within  recent  years, 
two  large  barns,  erected,  and  smaller  buildings  constructed  along  sanitary  lines, 
which  are  not  usually  so  constructed  on  county  fair  grounds.  The  half-mile 
track  has  been  kept  in  perfect  condition,  not  only  during  the  fair,  but  at  all 
times  when  it  can  be  used  for  training*  purposes,  or  for  the  accommodation  of 
automobile  owners  desiring  to  test  their  machines.  I  he  grounds  are  electric- 
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lighted  throughout  during  the  fair  week,  and  have  an  ample  supply  of  pure 
water  furnished,  conveniently,  by  the  city  water  plant,  while  the  telephone 
in  the  principal  buildings  brings  the  visitor  or  fair  official  in  close  touch  with 
home  or  business. 

These,  and  many  other  features  of  convenience  and  comfort,  have  been 
established  at  large  expense,  and  the  society  is  practically  out  of  debt,  and  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  successful  agricultural  societies  in  the  state.  It 
has  always  been  well  managed  by  capable  and  honest  officials,  who  have  had 
not  only  the  interests  of  the  society  in  view  but  the  people  at  large  as  well. 
The  fair  of  1910  was  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  the  Fayette 
County  Agricultural  Society. 


OTHER  FAIRS. 

There  have  been  exhibitions  of  stock  and  farm  and  garden  products  from 
very  early  times,  under  color  of  “fair  associations.”  The  first  of  these,  we 
believe,  was  held  in  Illyria  township,  if  we  except  the  county  organization 
previously  mentioned.  This  meeting,  known  as  the  Illyria  Township  Fair, 
was  held  on  the  28th  of  September,  1859,  on  which  occasion  numerous  ad¬ 
dresses  \vere  made  by  local  men,  among  whom  were  Hon.  S.  B.  Zeigler,  Col. 
R.  A.  Richardson  and  Judge  Newcomb.  The  exhibitors  who  received  pre¬ 
miums  were  Henry  Wyckoff,  John  Herriman,  Joseph  Gibson,  Jehiel  Aber¬ 
nathy,  William  Pritchard,  Dexter  Follensbee,  Samuel  Holton,  Walter  Hum¬ 
phrey,  Dr.  Jonathan  Cruzan,  Rev.  George  Watrous,  S.  R.  Eaton,  William 
Morras,  J.  W.  Fisher,  Joseph  Gibbon,  John  Sargent,  William  Welsh,  F.  H. 
Chapman,  Thomas  Kinsey,  R.  A.  Richardson,  Charles  Evans,  Joseph  Hols- 
worth,  Thomas  Smith,  Lester  Graves,  Mrs.  Sargent,  Mrs.  S.  R.  Eaton,  Mrs. 
Humphrey,  Miss  C.  Eaton,  Miss  Cassie  Kinsey,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Eaton,  Miss  Dora 
Eaton.  Eighty-one  premiums  were  awarded.  Of  the  foregoing  list  of  names, 
representing  most  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Illyria  township,  twenty-two  of  the 
thirty-five  are  known  to  be  dead. 

This  fair  association  did  not  survive  the  first  effort,  but  was  merged  with 
the  county  association,  in  which  most  of  the  members  took  an  active  interest 
during  their  lives. 

The  town  of  Brush  Creek,  now  known  as  Arlington,  established  a  fair 
association  in  the  eighties,  called  the  “Tri-County  Association,”  the  patronage 
coming  from  Clayton,  Buchanan  and  Fayette  counties.  This  organization 
was  quite  successful  for  a  number  of  years,  though  the  ambition  of  its  pro¬ 
moters  was  never  fully  realized.  The  management  was  always  zealous  in 
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giving  its  patrons  the  kind  of  entertainment  which  they  seemed  to  demand, 
and  the  Brush  Creek  fair  was  always  popular  with  the  people.  But  with  the 
phenomenal  development  of  the  city  of  Oelwein,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
fair  association  in  that  town,  the  Brush  Creek  fair  association  was  absorbed 
by  it.  Both  these  towns  being  in  the  south  part  of  the  county,  and  not  far 
distant,  it  seemed  that  the  one  could  serve  the  purposes  of  both,  and  the  Oel¬ 
wein  association  maintains  a  successful  organization  and  gives  an  exhibition 
each  year. 

FINE  STOCK  BREEDERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

An  organization  with  the  above  title  was  organized  on  the  15th  of  March, 
1876,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  state  association.  The  meeting  was  held  at  the 
office  of  C.  R.  Bent,  in  West  Union,  with  G.  W.  Brown,  late  of  Oelwein,  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  Bent  was  secretary  of  the  meeting.  This  organization  flourished 
for  many  years,  and  was  probably  one  of  the  most  effective  agencies  at  that 
time  necessary  to  the  improvement  of  live  stock  on  the  farms.  1  nis  matter 
is  presented  elsewhere  in  this  article  and  needs  but  a  casual  mention  here  We 
find  in  the  list  of  names  of  officers  and  members  of  this  association  the  men 
whose  timely  efforts  brought  about  a  revolution  in  stock  raising  in  Fayette 
county,  particularly  in  horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  But  we  are  pained  to  notice 
that  out  of  a  list  of  twenty-five  organizing  members,  fifteen  are  dead  and  sev¬ 
eral  others  are  removed  from  the  state. 

We  notice  that  there  was  a  disposition  to  criticise  the  Fayette  County 
Agricultural  Society  for  the  liberality  displayed  by  that  society  in  promoting 
horse-racing  for  large  purses,  while  the  premiums  offered  for  winning  live¬ 
stock  were  not  such  as  to  justify  the  expense  of  entering  it.  During  one  or 
two  seasons,  resolutions  were  passed  by  stock  owners  declining  to  exhibit  then- 
stock,  and  one  was  adopted  wherein  it  was  declared  that  “horse-racing  at 
agricultural  fairs  is  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  agricultural  societies,  and 
drains  their  treasury.”  It  is  believed  that  this  timely  agitation  had  its  effect 
in  modifying  and  equalizing  the  purses  and  premiums,  and  also  in  seeming 
recognition  of  meritorious  articles  not  previously  considered  among  those 
worthy  of  awards.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  improvement  along  this  line 
in  the  recognition  of  educational  work,  and  the  encouragement  thereby  given 
to  teachers  and  students  of  all  grades. 

FAYETTE  COUNTY  FARMERS'  MUTUAL  FIRE  ASSOCIATION. 

This,  one  of  the  earliest  mutuals  organized  in  Iowa,  and  now  ranking 
fourth  in  'strength,  was  established  March  24,  1874,  with  headquarters  at  the 
town  of  Fayette.  The  charter  officers  were:  Andrew  Ainsworth,  president,  J. 
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M.  Lewis,  secretary,  and  P.  L.  Champlin,  treasurer.  In  order  to  comply  with 
the  insurance  laws  of  the  state,  in  1894  it  was  reincorporated.  The  present  offi¬ 
cers  are:  James  Conrad,  president  (Maynard)  ;  John  Jamison,  vice-president 
(Oelwein)  ;  J.  E.  Holmes,  secretary  (Randalia)  ;  William  H.  Stone,  treasurer 
(Waucoma).  The  board  of  directors  includes  the  officers  (save  vice-presi¬ 
dent),  and  Chauncy  J.  Briggs,  of  Oelwein,  D.  W.  Wilbur,  of  Hawkeye,  Fred 
Sorg,  of  Hawkeye,  F.  Hahn,  Oelwein,  C.  Miller,  Clermont,  James  H.  Wilson, 
Arlington,  A.  Kent,  West  Union,  O.  C.  Babcock,  Fayette,  and  A.  Gamier, 
Maynard. 

There  are  agents  appointed  from  each  township  within  this  county,  to 
which  territory  the  business  of  the  company  is  solely  confined.  All  kinds  of 
farm  property  is  insured  by  this  mutual  plan,  and  during  its  thirty-six  years  of 
existence  its  rate  has  never  but  one  year  exceeded  the  sum  of  twelve  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  thousand  for  a  five-year  term  of  insurance.  The  company 
has  never  had  any  litigation ;  pays  no  salary  to  its  officers,  and  only  one  dollar 
commission  for  the  agent  who  writes  the  policy.  The  adjusting  is  usually 
done  by  the  township  local  agents,  thus  saving  great  expense.  The  company 
has  a  semi-annual  meeting.  It  makes  a  two-mill  assessment  each  year  with 
which  the  losses  and  other  expenses  are  met.  The  success  of  this  mutual  in¬ 
surance  company  is  phenomenal,  and  has  been  patterned  after  by  hundreds  of 
like  institutions  throughout  this  country. 

The  Iowa  state  insurance  reports  show  that  January  1,  1908,  this  com¬ 
pany  had  in  force  four  million,  five  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy-nine  dollars  worth  of  risks.  For  the  same  year,  the  total 
expenses  of  the  company  were  (including  all  losses)  eight  thousand  five  hun¬ 
dred  thirty-three  dollars.  The  cash  on  hand  was  six  thousand  thirty-one 
dollars. 

The  following-  figures  are  taken  from  the  books  of  the  secretary  and  make 
a  great  showing  for  the  company,  which  numbers  among  its  policy-holders  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  best  farmers  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  Total  number  of 
losses  paid  since  organization  of  company,  one  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars ; 
total  assets  of  the  company,  four  million  seven  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  added  that  the  State  Mutual  Tornado  Asso¬ 
ciation  was  first  organized  in  Fayette  county,  in  1884,  and  in  1890  was  re¬ 
moved  to  Des  Moines.  Its  present  secretary  is  a  Fayette  county  man,  J.  B. 
Herriman.  This  has  grown  to  be  a  wonder  to  the  insurance  world.  It  now 
carries  one  hundred  forty  million  dollars  in  risks. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 


AUBURN  TOWNSHIP. 

This  was  one  of  the  original  township  organizations  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  county,  and  was  noted  in  early  days  because  of  the  location  of  grist  mills 
at  the  town  of  Auburn  and  the  close  proximity  of  the  territory  to  the  Indian 
Reservation,  just  across  the  line  in  Winneshiek  county.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  settlement  of  Auburn  township,  the  territory  now  embraced  in  Fayette 
county  was  attached  to  Hewitt  township,  Clayton  county.  The  boundaries 
of  Auburn  township  were  somewhat  indefinite  prior  to  the  reorganization  of 
several  of  the  northern  townships  (Auburn  among  them),  October  8,  1850. 
It  then  was  made  to  include  all  of  the  present  township  of  Auburn  and  all  of 
Windsor.  It  is  not  known  that  this  township  ever  held  an  election  while  at¬ 
tached  to  Hewitt  township,  of  Clayton  county;  but  the  reorganization  pro¬ 
ceeding  established  the  voting  place  at  the  house  of  Morris  B.  Earll,  who,  with 
Oliver  Brown  and  James  Austin,  were  designated  as  judges  of  the  election. 

THE  TOWN  OF  AUBURN. 

The  first  dwelling  erected  in  the  township  was  the  home  of  James  B. 
Earll,  who,  in  1849,  began  the  erection  of  a  saw-mill  at  the  mouth  of  Little 
Turkey,  and  two  years  later  he  and  his  sons  erected  a  flouring-mill,  which  be¬ 
gan  business  in  September,  1851.  The  latter  proved  to  be  of  great  benefit  to 
the  people,  in  that  the  question  of  “going  to  mill”  at  Elkader  or  Dubuque  had 
previously  been  a  serious  matter.  The  mill  was  liberally  patronized  by  people 
from  our  own  county,  as  well  as  from  Winneshiek,  and  even  from  southern 
Minnesota.  The  success  of  this  enterprise  doubtless  stimulated  the  building 
of  a  second  mill  in  the  town  of  Auburn,  and  both  these  industries  were  oper¬ 
ated  with  success  for  many  years.  In  fact,  it  is  probable  that  the  early  found¬ 
ing  of  the  mills  had  much  to  do  with  building  up  the  town,  and  making  it  for 
years  one  of  the  principal  trading  points  in  the  county.  The  town  of  Auburn 
was  once  a  formidable  candidate  for  the  county-seat,  as  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  There  were  few  industries  known  to  the  pioneers  that  were  not 
soon  introduced  into  the  town  of  Auburn,  and  it  possessed  an  air  of 
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business  thrift  in  keeping  with  the  intelligence  and  high  standing  of  the  pro¬ 
moters.  Saloons  and  a  brewery  were  a  part  of  the  town’s  varied  industries, 
and  they  and  the  Iowa  House  did  a  thriving  business  during  the  years  that 
the  settlers  from  distant  points  were  attracted  to  the  place  by  the  mills.  But 
mercantile  establishments  and  mechanical  industries  were  early  introduced 
and  such  names  as  Hull  and  Hiram  Hoagland,  John  A.  Griffith,  Samuel  Hull, 
James  Boale,  Rev.  S.  D.  Helms,  Z.  Mcjunkin,  I.  S.  Lane,  the  Irving  family, 
F.  G.  Carter,  J.  S.  Pence,  A.  L.  Dunn,  Torode  and  Eastman,  Augustus  Turner 
(who  was  killed  while  undermining  a  bank  of  earth),  the  Billmeyers,  Mc- 
Cleerys,  the  Belknaps  and  others,  all  remind  us  of  pioneer  days  when  beau¬ 
tiful  Auburn  was  in  her  glory.  But  of  the  once  prosperous  and  populous 
town,  little  remains  save  the  beautiful  natural  scenery.  The  postoffice  is  still 
retained,  known  as  Douglas  postoffice,  and  there  are  two  small  stores  there; 
but  the  hotel  was  long  since  abandoned,  and  later  the  building  was  burned ; 
the  mechanics  have  found  more  profitable  employment  elsewhere,  and  most 
of  the  village  residents  have  returned  to  their  farms  or  removed  to  other 
towns. 

The  first  school  in  Auburn  was  taught  by  J.  S.  Pence  during  the  winter 
of  1852-3.  In  1854  the  people  of  the  town  erected  the  most  pretentious  school 
house  then  existing  in  the  county.  For  many  years  this  served  also  as  a 
house  of  worship,  and  was  used,  jointly,  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  and 
United  Brethren  congregations. 

The  people  of  Auburn  have  always  been  a  patriotic  people.  They  began 
to  demonstrate  this  fact  on  the  4th  of  July,  1854,  when  they  celebrated  Inde¬ 
pendence  Day  in  most  becoming  style,  this  being  one  of  the  first  celebrations 
of  this  character  in  the  county.  During  the  Civil  war  they  furnished  to  the 
Union  army  some  of  their  best  and  most  prominent  citizens,  in  numbers  as 
great  as  any  similar  locality.  A  rather  humorous  Indian  scare  is  reported 
as  occurring  in  1855,  and  from  which  it  would  seem  that  there  was  then  a 
military  organization  in  Auburn.  It  seems  that  an  outbreak  was  threatened, 
and  Governor  Hempstead  ordered  Captain  Neff,  of  Auburn,  to  get  his  com¬ 
pany  in  readiness  to  march  to  Clear  Lake  to  repel  a  threatened  attack.  After 
testing  the  mettle  of  the  “boys,”  as  to  their  readiness  to  go,  the  order  was 
countermanded,  and  it  is  safe  to  assert  that  those  who  offered  such  plausible 
excuses  why  they  should  not  die  on  the  gory  field  have  had  ample  time  in 
which  to  modify  them  ! 

The  Turkey  river,  as  it  passes  through  Auburn,  is  a  treacherous  and 
dangerous  stream,  and  has  been  the  scene  of  serious  accidents  in  every  town¬ 
ship  which  it  traverses.  It  has  been  a  deadly  menace  to  the  mills  constructed 
along  its  margin;  but  in  April,  1866,  both  mills  at  Auburn  were  seriously 
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crippled  by  a  freshet  exceeding  in  volume  anything  of  the  kind  previously 
known  there.  The  bridges  were  also  washed  away,  and  great  damage  was 
done  to  roads  and  lowlands  along  the  stream.  In  August,  of  the  same  year, 
four  persons  were  drowned  at  West  Auburn  in  an  attempt  to  cross  the  stream 
in  a  skiff.  These  were  Charles  Hathaway,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lame  and  her 
two  children. 

CHURCHES  AND  LODGES. 

There  have  been  two  church  organizations  at  Auburn  in  past  years,  but 
with  the  removal  of  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  and  the  practical 
abandonment  of  village  organization,  the  churches  have  suffered  correspond¬ 
ingly.  In  1866  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  there  was  formally  dedicated, 
and  was  prosperous  for  a  number  of  years.  We  believe  the  building  was 
finally  sold  for  other  purposes.  In  1877  the  United  Brethren,  under  the  pas¬ 
toral  charge  of  Rev.  A.  W.  Drury,  erected  a  church  in  Auburn,  and  this  was 
dedicated  by  Rev.  E.  B.  Kephart,  of  Western  College,  on  the  30th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1877,  being  then  free  from  debt.  The  pastors  of  the  United  Brethren 
church  at  West  Union  supply  this  class  and  maintain  the  organization. 

Auburn  has  a  large  and  flourishing  lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  It  was  instituted  on  the  29th  of  November,  1854,  and  has 
maintained  its  organization  unbroken  for  fifty-six  years.  During  its  long 
period  of  existence  its  members  have  been  radically  changed  by  deaths,  re¬ 
movals,  withdrawals,  etc.,  but  the  underlying  principles  of  Friendship,  Love 
and  Truth  still  prevail  in  the  councils  of  Odd  Fellowship.  The  organization  is 
known  as  Fayette  Lodge  No.  60,  and  the  first  officers  were  Dr.  W.  A.  Chase, 
noble  grand;  J.  A.  Griffith,  vice-grand;  James  Boale,  recording  secretary; 
H.  W.  Earll,  permanent  secretary,  and  M.  B.  Earll,  treasurer.  The  lodge 
owns  its  own  two-story  lodge  room,  the  first  floor  of  which  is  used  by  the 
order  for  banquet  purposes  and  public  meetings  of  the  town,  while  the  upper 
story  is  fitted  up  as  a  cozy  lodge  room. 

A  Good  Templar  lodge  was  organized  in  Auburn  on  the  28th  of  March, 
i860,  which  organization  was  suffered  to  go  down,  and  it  was  reorganized 
as  River  View  Lodge  No.  342,  in  January,  1878,  by  Rev.  D.  Sheffer,  then 
pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  West  Union.  But  this  organi¬ 
zation  is  also  defunct. 

ST.  LUCAS. 

The  handsome  little  village  now  known  as  Saint  Lucas  was,  in  early 
days,  known  as  Stottle  Town,  so  named  in  honor  of  one  of  the  early  settlers 
(2  2) 
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in  that  locality.  “Old  Mission”  was  another  pioneer  village,  intimately  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Winnebago  Reservation  near  by.  But  this  interesting  point 
was  across  the  line  in  Winneshiek  county,  and  is  spoken  of  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  devoted  to  state  history.  Aside  from  being  located  in  one  of  the  richest 
farming  sections  in  Fayette  county,  St.  Lucas  has  but  little  history  outside 
of  the  Catholic  church  and  parochial  school  which  make  the  village  famous. 
The  origin  of  the  name  is  mentioned  in  the  article  on  the  Catholic  church  in 
Fayette  county,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Owens. 

Every  resident  of  the  territory  tributary  to  St.  Lucas  is  a  German 
Catholic,  whose  children  receive  instruction  in  the  public  school  of  the  village 
during  a  few  months  of  the  year,  and  the  balance  of  their  school  life  is  spent 
under  the  tuition  of  the  excellent  teachers  at  the  parochial  school.  There 
they  are  taught  the  language  of  the  fatherland,  church  history,  the  elements 
of  Catholicism,  and  also  receive  some  industrial  training.  This  school  is 
under  the  direct  supervision  of  Rev.  Father  Boeding,  the  pastor  of  the 
church,  and  the  assumption  is  that  they  receive  only  such  instruction  as  will 
be  beneficial  to  them  as  the  men  and  women  of  the  future.  Instruction  in 
morals  and  manners,  while  a  necessity  in  any  school,  receives  more  atten¬ 
tion  in  private  schools  under  church  domination  than  is  possible  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  public  school.  The  church  at  St.  Lucas  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
valuable  edifices  in  Fayette  county,  a  full  description  of  which  appears  in 
the  article  to  which  reference  has  been  made.  There  are  two  or  three  fine 
stores  in  St.  Lucas,  devoted  to  the  sale  of  such  goods  as  the  community  de¬ 
mands,  including  farm  machinery,  vehicles,  dry  goods,  groceries  and  pro¬ 
visions.  A  very  extensive  business  is  carried  on,  and  the  stocks  of  mercantile 
goods  would  compare  favorably  with  those  in  stores  in  much  larger  towns. 
There  is  one  hotel,  kept  by  “mine  host”  Joseph  Blong,  where  the  hungry 
traveler  may  rest  and  refresh  himself.  This  little  village  is  surrounded  by  a 
class  of  thrifty  German  farmers  who  came  here  in  early  days,  or  are  native 
born,  and  whose  fine  homes  and  splendid  farms  are  largely  the  result  of  their 
own  industry  and  frugality.  For  a  fuller  discussion  of  “German-American 
Citizenship,”  consult  the  topic  just  mentioned,  which  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work. 

St.  Lucas  was  incorporated  as  a  town  on  the  6th  day  of  March,  1900, 
and  has  since  made  rapid  progress  in  building  and  in  assuming  “city  airs.” 
The  people  being  all  of  the  same  nationality,  of  the  same  religious  and  po¬ 
litical  faith,  an  air  of  peace  and  tranquility  prevails  which  is  not  usually 
found  in  villages  of  a  mixed  population.  The  location  is  naturally  beautiful, 
and  the  surrounding  country  one  of  the  most  fertile  farming  districts  in  the 
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county,  and  of  which  advantages  the  frugal  Germans  have  not  been  slow 
in  showing  their  appreciation.  While  the  German  language  is  prevalent 
in  every  home,  and  is  spoken  in  preference  to  any  other,  nearly  all  the  elderly 
people  can  speak  very  good  English,  and  all  their  children  are  educated  in 
both  German  and  English. 

Auburn  township  was  traversed  in  early  days  by  one  of  the  first  public 
highways  which  connected  Fayette  county  with  the  outside  world.  It  was 
a  main  thoroughfare  between  Dubuque,  Fort  Atkinson  and  Minnesota  points, 
and  was  early  an  incentive  to  settlement  along  its  course.  The  township 
is  mostly  rolling  land  and  was  originally  covered  with  an  excellent  quality 
of  timber,  much  of  which  still  remains,  though  the  best  has  been  sacrificed 
to  accommodate  the  needs  of  the  near-by  prairie  farmers.  The  rugged  hills 
bordering  on  the  Turkey  river  add  a  degree  of  permanence  to  the  natural 
beauty  of  the  locality  which  the  home-sick  wanderer  longs  to  see,  even  after 
years  of  world  wandering. 

SCHOOLS. 

This  township  is  organized  for  school  purposes  under  the  district  town¬ 
ship  system,  which  embraces  one  sub-director  for  each  school  district,  who, 
when  properly  organized,  transact  most  of  the  business  of  the  district  town¬ 
ship.  With  the  exception  of  voting  school-house  taxes,  we  believe  the  power 
of  the  boards  of  directors  is  absolute,  within  the  limitations  of  the  state 
school  law.  This  authority  is  vested  in  the  township  electors;  but  if  they 
neglect  or  decline  to  act  in  the  matter  of  providing  a  school-house  fund, 
the  board  of  directors  may  then  act;  but  ordinarily  the  directors  are  satisfied 
with  the  action  of  the  electors  in  such  matters  and  seldom  interfere  with  their 
authority.  Twelve  of  the  twenty  townships  are  organized  under  this  system, 
the  remaining  eight  townships  being  organized  for  school  purposes  under  a 
system  known  as  rural  independent  districts.  This  system  was  abolished 
some  years  ago,  but  districts  then  organized  were  not  disturbed  by  the  change 
of  law  relating  to  such  organizations.  Under  either  the  district  township 
system  or  the  rural  independent  organization,  the  boards  of  directors  are 
organized  by  electing  from  their  own  number  a  president,  and  from  the 
district  at  large  a  secretary  and  treasurer.  These  are  the  executive  officers 
of  the  board  and  are  endowed  with  considerable  official  authority.  In  the 
independent  districts  three  directors  are  elected — one  each  year,  for  a  term 
of  three  years.  They  determine  the  duration  of  the  school,  the  wages  to 
be  paid  teachers  and  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  board,  etc.,  without 
regard  to  these  conditions  in  adjoining  districts  in  the  same  township.  But 
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in  sub-districts  under  the  district  township  organization,  the  duration  of 
the  school  year  and  the  teachers’  wages  are  fixed  on  a  uniform  scale,  and 
are  not  changed  except  in  exceptional  cases.  Many  objections  were  entered 
against  the  rural  independent  organization,  some  of  which  were  well  taken; 
and  this  led  to  the  change  in  the  law  in  reference  to  their  organization,  and, 
perhaps,  had  something  to  do  in  eliminating  existing  evils  in  the  districts 
that  were  not  disturbed  by  the  change  in  the  law.  But  it  would  seem  that 
the  people  residing  in  the  independent  districts  were  fully  satisfied  with  that 
system  of  school  organization,  in  that  the  law  prohibiting  further  organiza¬ 
tions  of  that  kind  also  provided-  means  whereby  such  districts  could  return 
to  the  district  township  system,  and  none  of  them,  in  this  county,  at  least, 
have  ever  taken  advantage  of  this  provision  of  law.  We  speak  of  this  mat¬ 
ter  thus  fully  at  this  time,  and  shall  hereafter  mention  the  school  organiza¬ 
tion  in  other  townships  as  “sub-districts”  or  “rural  independent  districts,” 
without  further  explanation. 

Auburn  township  has  seven  sub-districts,  besides  the  independent  dis¬ 
tricts  of  Auburn  and  St.  Lucas.  The  latter  are  organized  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  law  authorizing  the  formaton  of  independent  districts  in  towns 
and  villages  having  the  required  population  (two  hundred  now,  but  formerly 
three  hundred  were  the  minimum  population  required  for  such  organiza¬ 
tion).  There  are  fifteen  independent  town  districts  in  Fayette  county,  all 
of  “which,  except  Fairbanks,  are  located  wholly  within  the  county.  A  few 
sections  in  Oran  township  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Fairbanks  school, 
which  is  located  just  across  the  line  in  Buchanan  county.  Of  course  the 
children  residing  upon  the  land  so  contributing  have  access  to  the  Fairbanks 
schools. 

For  the  year  1909,  the  latest  official  report,  the  seven  rural  districts  in 
Auburn  township  employed  eight  female  teachers,  at  an  average  compen¬ 
sation  of  thirty-six  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents  per  month.  The  average 
duration  of  school  was  five  and  one-half  months,  with  a  total  average  daily 
attendance  of  fifty-five.  The  total  enrollment  was  eighty-one,  from 
a  school  population  of  ninety-three  males  and  ninety-two  females,  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years.  The  average  cost  of  tuition  per  month 
for  each  pupil  was  three  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents.  The  financial  con¬ 
dition  of  the  district  township  at  the  present  time  is  first-class,  there  being 
on  hand,  of  all  funds,  about  two  thousand  dollars  in  the  district  treasury. 
There  are  two  hundred  and  fifty  volumes  in  the  school  libraries  of  the  town¬ 
ship 
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INDEPENDENT  DISTRICTS  OF  AUBURN  AND  ST.  LUCAS. 

As  intimated  at  the  beginning  of  this  article,  the  village  of  Auburn 
opened  her  first  school  during  the  winter  of  1852-3,  and  a  year  later  had  the 
most  valuable  school  building  then  to  be  found  in  Fayette  county.  For  many 
years  the  little  town  took  a  special  interest  in  maintaining  its  high  standing 
in  educational  affairs,  and  had  an  excellent  school  of  two  departments,  em¬ 
ploying  the  best  talent  to  be  secured.  But  for  a  number  of  years  past  the 
school  has  been  reduced  to  one  department,  and  its  curriculum  is  only  on  a 
par  with  country  schools  in  adjoining  territory.  During  the  year  ending 
with  July  1,  1909,  there  were  seven  and  one-half  months  of  school  in  the 
district,  taught  by  three  female  teachers,  at  an  average  monthly  salary  of 
thirty-seven  dollars.  The  number  of  persons  of  school  age  (five  to  twenty- 
one  years)  now  in  the  district  are:  Males,  twenty-four,  and  females,  seven¬ 
teen.  Of  these  an  average  daily  attendance  of  twenty-two  was  attained  for 
the  school  year,  at  an  average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil,  of 
two  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents. 

ST.  LUCAS  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 

By  a  combination  of  circumstances  this  village  was  enabled  to  sustain 
a  school  of  ten  months’  duration  during  the  past  year.  The  total  enrollment 
was  forty-three,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  thirty.  The  school  was 
taught  by  one  female  teacher  at  an  average  compensation  of  forty-four  dol¬ 
lars  per  month.  Since  the  assessment  value  of  the  property  in  the  proposed 
new  independent  district  is  greater  than  that  of  any  other  sub-district  in  the 
township,  it  is  a  fair  presumption  to  assume  that  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
district  township  of  Auburn  willingly  paid  for  the  excess  of  time  taught  and 
the  increase  of  salary  in  the  St.  Lucas  district.  Having  no  official  report  on 
this  subject,  we  are  obliged  to  dispose  of  the  subject  in  the  manner  here 
stated. 

NATURAL  FEATURES. 


The  Turkey  valley  in  Auburn  township,  with  its  adjacent  commanding 
bluffs,  is  picturesquely  beautiful,  and  a  source  of  admiration  with  all  who 
visit  the  locality.  Falling  Springs,  situated  near  the  line  between  this  town¬ 
ship  and  Windsor,  is  one  of  the  natural  features  of  adornment  to  which  the 
ingenuity  of  man  has  added  with  a  view  to  making  it  a  resort  for  those  seek¬ 
ing  rest  and  recreation  during  the  summer  time.  4  he  place  has  been  fitted 
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up  by  the  owner,  Martin  Felz,  with  electric  lights,  proper  seating,  etc.,  until 
it  is  even  more  attractive  by  night  than  by  day.  See  personal  sketch  of  Mr. 
Felz  for  fuller  description. 

McCreary’s  Cave,  a  short  distance  east  of  Falling  Springs,  is  another 
of  nature’s  curious  adornments,  and  which  draws  its  share  of  sightseers  who 
desire  to  witness  this  unadorned  and  undisturbed  freak  of  nature. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


BANKS  TOWNSHIP. 

This  is  one  of  the  new  townships,  so  far  as  settlement  and  improvement 
of  the  land  are  concerned.  Until  within  comparatively  recent  years  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  territory  was  “wild  prairie,”  over-run  by  herds  of  cattle  driven  for 
herding1  purposes,  from  the  more  thickly  settled  portions  of  the  county.  Quite 
a  g'oocl  business  was  built  up  by  Benjamin  Cowan,  an  early  settler  in  Banks, 
who  for  a  number  of  years  devoted  his  time  almost  entirely  to  gathering  up 
cattle,  driving  them  to  the  open  prairies  in  Banks  township,  and  herding  them 
there  during  the  pasturing  season.  To  facilitate  his  work,  he  had  built  a 
large  stockade  or  corrall  on  his  own  land,  where  the  cattle  were  kept  fiom 
wandering  away  during  the  night,  and  from  which  they  started  out  on  their 
wandering  in  the  morning.  The  herd  was  quite  a  menace  to  growing 
crops  on  adjacent  lands,  as  the  writer  can  assert  from  experience.  The 
smooth  wire  fences  then  in  vogue  were  no  protection  against  the  depi  eda- 
tions  of  unruly  cattle,  and  many  of  them  were  sent  to  the  herd  because  they 
were  lawless  at  home.  The  “barbarism  (?)  of  dehorning  had  not  then 
taken  its  place  among  the  “modern  improvements”  in  stock-raising,  and  all 
the  stock  came  in  full  equipment  for  warfare.  But  as  pieces  of  land  here  and 
there  over  the  prairie  began  to  be  occupied  by  actual  settlers,  and  the  best 
fence  that  could  then  be  made  was  no  protection  against  the  encroachments 
of  unruly  stock,  the  herding  business  became  unpopular,  as  well  as  unprofita¬ 
ble,  and  was  gradually  driven  out. 

But  it  must  not  be  assumed  from  the  foregoing  recital  that  there  were 
no  early  settlers  in  Banks,  for  such  is  not  the  case.  The  vicinity  of  \\  ilson  s 
Grove,  on  the  boundary  between  Fayette  and  Bremer  counties,  was  occupied 
by  actual  settlers  nearly  as  early  as  any  other  portion  of  the  county  noi  th  of 
the  center.  Theodore  Wilson  is  credited  with  being  the  first  settler  in  that 
locality.  He  entered  all  the  land  then  embraced  within  the  limits  of  the 
“Grove,”  a  strip  a  mile  and  a  half  wide,  east  and  west,  by  about  three  miles 
long,  the  greater  portion  of  which  was  in  Fayette  county,  but  it  also  extended 
over  the  line  into  Bremer  county.  Wilson’s  Grove  was  named  in  honoi  of 
this  pioneer,  who  located  in  the  county  in  1851,  and  entered  the  land  from  the 
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Dubuque  land  office  soon  after.  Robert  Armstrong  came  to  the  township  in 
1852,  and  the  year  following  Oliver  T.  Fox  purchased  a  part  of  Wilson's 
holdings  at  the  north  end  of  the  Grove,  and  soon  located  his  family  upon  it. 
George  Linn  and  William  and  Peter  Robertson  located  in  the  vicinity  of 
Wilson’s  Grove  during  the  year  1853.  In  May,  1854,  William  T.  Wade  and 
Levi  Williams  came  from  New  Jersey  to  visit  the  Fox  family  and  view  the 
country.  They  found  but  four  families  in  the  township  (not  then  organized), 
and  all  about  them  was  the  treeless,  trackless  prairie.  There  were  but  two  or 
three  houses  between  Wilson’s  Grove  and  West  Union,  some  twenty  miles. 
They  were  somewhat  discouraged  with  the  apparent  barrenness  of  the  coun¬ 
try  and  returned  to  their  eastern  home.  Mr.  Wade  returned  to  the  township 
in  May,  1855,  and  became  one  of  the  useful  pioneers  of  the  county.  He 
lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  and  always  maintained  his  home  near  Wilson’s  Grove. 
Two  churches  were  organized  at  his  house,  the  Free-Will  Baptist  church, 
in  1856,  and  a  Presbyterian  organization  in  1859.  His  home  was  also  a 
preaching  point  for  all  the  early  pioneer  ministers,  and  he  was  elected  justice 
of  the  peace  at  the  first  township  election,  and  held  that  office  for  many 
years.  He  was  also  the  first  postmaster  at  Wilson’s  Grove,  the  office  being 
established  in  1861,  and  held  that  office  until  it  was  abandoned.  Mr.  Wade 
was  the  last  survivor  of  the  six  voters  who  cast  their  ballots  at  the  first  elec¬ 
tion  held  in  the  township.  These  were  David  Linn,  Sr.,  and  David  Linn,  Jr., 
George  Linn,  Oliver  T.  Fox,  Levi  Williams  and  William  T.  Wade.  It  re¬ 
quired  all  the  electors  of  the  township  to  fill  the  offices,  and  Mr.  Wade  was 
elected  to  two  offices,  those  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  township  clerk.  David 
Linn,  Sr.,  Levi  Williams  and  Oliver  T.  Fox  were  elected  township  trustees, 
and  George  Linn  was  chosen  township  assessor.  This  election  was  held  at 
the  house  of  George  Linn,  April  7,  1856,  two  months  after  the  creation  of 
the  civil  township  of  Banks  by  order  of  the  county  court.  The  township  was 
named  in  honor  of  the  distinguished  statesman  of  Massachusetts,  Hon.  N.  P.. 
Banks. 

CHURCHES. 

There  have  been  five  church  organizations  in  Banks  township,  the 
Methodist  Episcopal,  United  Brethren  and  German  Evangelical,  in  addition 
to  those  mentioned  as  organized  at  the  home  of  William  T.  Wade.  The  last 
named  organization  built  a  church  edifice  near  the  southeast  corner  of  the 
township,  on  section  35,  where  it  accommodates  people  of  that  faith  in  the 
adjacent  territory  of  Fremont,  Harlan  and  Center  townships,  as  well  as  the 
populous  German  settlement  in  southern  Banks.  This  is  the  only  religious 
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body  having  a  church  building  in  the  township,  but  the  near-by  towns  of 
Sumner,  on  the  west,  Hawkeye,  on  the  northeast,  and  Randalia,  to  the 
eastward,  accommodate  the  people  without  serious  inconvenience.  These 
are  also  the  market  towns  most  conveniently  accessible,  though  Westgate, 
in  Fremont,  and  Maynard,  in  Harlan,  draw  considerable  trade  from  Banks 
township.  As  may  be  inferred  from  the  above  recital,  this  is  distinctively 
an  agricultural  township,  and  does  not  at  present  have  a  postoffice  or  “cross¬ 
roads  store”  within  its  boundaries. 

About  1876  the  speculators’  lands  began  to  be  absorbed  by  actual  set¬ 
tlers,  largely  of  the  German  nationality,  many  of  whom  own  large  tracts  of 
this  fine  prairie  land,  and  have  improved  it  almost  to  the  point  of  perfection. 
An  unfenced  piece  of  land  in  Banks  township  is  now  a  rare  exception,  and 
school  houses  and  beautiful  homes  dot  the  prairie  everywhere. 

EDUCATION. 

The  first  school  in  Banks  township  was  taught  by  Jane  Spears,  in  the 
house  of  David  Linn,  Jr.,  in  the  summer  of  1857.  George  Linn  was  also 
an  early  teacher  in  the  township.  The  first  school  house  was  erected  in  1865, 
and  this  was  the  nucleus  to  the  present  well-organized  system  of  public 
schools.  This  is  a  district  township  organization,  and  there  are  nine  sub¬ 
districts  and  nine  school  houses  in  the  township.  Schools  were  taught  in 
these  by  sixteen  female  teachers,  at  an  average  monthly  salary  of  thirty-five 
dollars  during  the  past  year.  Of  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  pupils  of 
school  age,  two  hundred  and  forty  were  enrolled  in  the  schools,  with  a  total 
average  daily  attendance  of  two  hundred  and  six.  The  average  cost  of  tuition 
per  month  for  each  pupil  was  one  dollar  and  fifty-three  cents.  The  school 
property  is  valued  at  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars.  Value 
of  school  apparatus,  three  hundred  and  eighty  dollars;  and  there  are  eight 
hundred  and  ten  volumes  in  the  school  libraries.  Banks  township  expends 
annually  over  three  thousand  dollars  in  support  of  schools,  which,  of  course, 
does  not  include  the  home  sacrifices  on  the  same  account. 

The  Saint  Paul  branch  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad  passes 
diagonally  through  the  southwest  corner  of  Banks  township,  having  two  and 
one-third  miles  of  track  accessible  in  that  township.  In  the  early  seventies 
the  Iowa  &  Pacific  Railroad  Company  graded  through  this  township  from  east 
to  west,  but  the  project  was  abandoned,  and  no  railroad  touches  the  township 
except  as  mentioned. 
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In  the  early  days  when  thousands  of  acres  of  tall  prairie  grass  died  on 
the  ground  where  it  grew,  there  was  great  danger  to  the  inhabitants  on 
account  of  prairie  fires,  and  a  number  of  the  early  settlers  were  burned  out, 
losing  not  only  their  houses  and  stabling,  but  gathered  feed  for  their  stock, 
and  in  some  instances  people  were  seriously  burned  in  trying  to  save  their 
property  or  lives  from  this  ruthless  destroyer.  Great  suffering  was  also 
endured  in  crossing  the  trackless  prairies  in  the  blinding  snow  storms  which 
were  more  prevalent  in  early  days  than  now.  A  night  on  the  open  prairie 
when  lost  in  a  blizzard  is  not  a  comforting  reflection,  even  at  this  distance! 


CHAPTER  XX. 


BETHEL  TOWNSHIP. 

This  is  one  of  the  prairie  townships,  which,  like  its  neighbor,  Banks,  on 
the  south,  was  slow  in  its  early  settlement  and  development.  The  congres¬ 
sional  system  of  surveys  being  followed  in  this  county,  and  there  being  no 
river  boundaries,  all  the  townships  are  complete,  with  thirty-six  sections  of 
land,  numbered  consecutively  from  the  northeast  corner  to  the  southeast, 
section  6  being  in  the  northwest  corner  and  section  7  adjoining  on  the  south, 
etc.  These  are  sub-divided  into  quarter  sections  and  “forties,  ’  hence  the 
terms  “quarters”  and  “forties”  are  very  generally  understood  in  this  locality, 
though  it  is  not  so  in  other  districts  where  private  surveys  were  in  vogue 
during  the  settlement  period.  With  the  exception  of  land  bordering  on 
township  and  county  boundaries,  all  quarter  sections  contain  exactly  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  but  certain  of  the  boundary  lines  over-run,  or  fall 
short,  according  to  the  variation  of  the  electric  needle  of  the  surveyor’s  com¬ 
pass  and  the  distance  from  base  lines  and  correction  lines.  These  remarks 
apply  to  all  townships  in  the  county,  and  though  irrelevant  to  the  matter  under 
consideration,  may  not  be  considered  inappropriate  in  this  connection. 

The  settlement  of  Bethel  township  began  along  Crane  creek,  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  township,  that  section  being  supplied  with  some  timber, 
and  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  all  the  early  settlers  used  wood  for  fuel  and 
fencing  purposes  and  nearly  all  houses  were  built  of  logs.  Mrs.  Samantha 
Finch  is  credited  with  being  the  first  settler  in  Bethel  township,  though  otheis 
came  the  same  year  (1852),  and  established  homes  in  both  Bethel  and  Eden 
townships,  in  some  cases  on  adjoining  farms.  The  township  was  first  named 
“Richland,”  in  recognition  of  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  this  name  being  be¬ 
stowed  by  Mr.  McCall,  one  of  the  early  settlers,  and  whose  posteiity  still  lice 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  pioneer  home  of  the  family.  There  was  a  “Richland  ’ 
postoffice  established  in  the  west-central  part  of  the  township,  and  continued 
for  many  years.  It  was  finally  abandoned  and  Bethel  postoffice  established, 
but  this  has  given  place  to  the  rural  free  delivery  system,  and  was  consolidated 
with  the  postoffice  at  the  village  of  Alpha.  The  township  name  was  changed 
to  Bethel  January  3,  1870,  about  the  time  the  Bethel  postoffice  was  established. 
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P.  G.  Abbott,  one  of  the  very  early  settlers,  organized  a  union  Sunday 
school  in  Bethel  during  the  summer  of  1856,  and  his  marriage  to  Emily 
Palmer,  the  same  year,  was  the  first  wedding  solemnized  in  the  township. 

During  the  fall  of  1855  a  disastrous  prairie  fire  destroyed  much  property 
and  was  the  cause  of  the  death  of  two  persons,  Rev.  Mr.  Thompson  and  his 
son.  Mr.  Abbott,  mentioned  above,  is  one  of  the  few  survivors  of  the  pioneer 
period  in  Bethel  township.  He  still  lives  on  his  farm,  and  seems  to  be  hale 
and  hearty.  The  Finch  family  is  also  another  of  the  prominent  pioneer  fam¬ 
ilies  who  still  remain  in  the  township  and  elsewhere  throughout  the  county. 
In  early  days  a  controversy  arose  between  Eden  and  “Richland”  townships 
as  to  the  possession  of  the  northern  tier  of  sections  in  the  latter.  This  strife 
was  evidently  engendered  before  the  completion  of  the  government  survey, 
else  there  could  have  been  no  such  contest.  It  seems  that  the  county  judge 
was  endowed  with  authority  to  decide  such  matters,  and  it  is  said  that  the 
judge  acted  favorably  upon  petitions  from  both  sides  of  the  controversy,  thus 
transferring  the  territory  several  times. 

Many  prominent  families  settled  in  the  northern  part  of  Bethel  township 
before  the  general  development  of  the  southern  part  of  the  township  was  com¬ 
menced.  Some  of  those  whose  residences  were  north  of,  or  near,  the  center 
were,  in  addition  to  those  previously  mentioned :  J.  T.  and  C.  M.  Gager, 
brothers,  who  still  own  their  early  acquired  property  in  the  township;  A.  M. 
Pitts,  J.  Burbank,  A.  Ives,  Henry  Y.  Smith,  the  Bursees,  the  Innis  family,  A. 
and  R.  F.  Rogers,  Eph.  Rogers,  Ben.  Woodard,  E.  M.  Aiken,  Henry  Sauls- 
burry,  Stephen  Gardner,  N.  B.  Searles,  R.  Hathaway,  G.  W.  Chamberlain, 
Orson  Ward,  Elijah  Ober,  H.  A.  Bender  and  others. 

Bethel  township  was  surveyed  by  Guy  H.  Carlton  in  August,  1848,  but 
the  south,  west  and  north  township  lines  were  established  by  John  Ball  a  month 
later.  The  sub-dividing  lines  were  established  by  John  Parker,  in  November, 
1848.  James  Austin  entered  the  north  half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  sec¬ 
tion  2,  of  this  township,  on  the  27th  of  January,  1851,  and  this  was  the  first 
land  entry  in  the  township  appearing  of  record. 

The  southern  part  of  Bethel  township  has  made  wonderful  development 
in  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  for,  instead  of  being  a  part  of  “Cowan’s  herd- 
ing  ground,”  associated  with  Banks  township,  'without  distinction  as  to  town¬ 
ship  lines,  it  is  now  fully  developed  as  a  farming  community.  Handsome 
homes  and  splendid  barns  dot  the  prairie,  and  there  is  no  open  or  unimproved 
land  in  the  township.  This  development  has  been  gradual  and  the  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  made  by  actual  settlers  who  came  to  make  permanent  homes. 
The  bleak  prairies  are  now  beautified  with  artificial  groves,  some  of  which 
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have  been  planted  with  a  view  to  increasing  the  timber  supply,  as  well  as  for 
protection  from  the  unobstructed  winds.  In  subduing  the  wild  prairie  grass, 
which  was  very  strong  and'  prolific,  many  of  the  early  farmers  resorted  to 
growing  flax  on  their  new  ground,  a  measure  which  was  successful,  both  as  a 
revenue-producer  and  “civilizer.”  The  seed,  only,  was  marketed,  the  fiber 
being  discarded.  The  level  prairie  lands  were  also  quite  wet,  and  in  many 
instances  ‘  sloughy,’  and  it  was  found  that  flax  would  grow  and  mature  with 
reasonable  certainty,  while  other  cereals  would  not.  But  the  introduction  of 
flax  into  the  prairie  townships  also  introduced  some  noxious  weeds  not  pre¬ 
viously  known  here,  and  which  were  a  source  of  considerable  annoyance  for 
a  number  of  years  after  the  cultivation  of  flax  was  abandoned.  Much  of  the 
first  seed  used  was  transported  from  other  states,  and  even  from  other  coun¬ 
tries,  and  some  of  it  was  sold  by  dealers  and  contractors  at  fabulous  prices. 
But  this  industry  was  the  beginning  of  success  with  some  of  the  poorer  class 
of  renters  and  “land-poor”  farmers.  With  years  of  cultivation,  the  wet  lands 
have  been  brought  under  subjection,  and  in  many  instances  are  the  most  fertile 
on  the  farms. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

The  record  of  early  schools  in  this  township  is  somewhat  obscure  and  it 
is  not  possible  at  this  date  to  state  when  or  where  the  first  school  was  taueht. 
There  were  three  schools  in  the  township  in  the  spring  of  1859,  and  the  teach¬ 
ers  were  Anna  Bursee,  Mary  Alexander  and  Helen  Ward.  The  Bethel  school 
house  came  into  prominence  in  an  early  day,  and  so  continues,  in  lesser  degree, 
at  the  present.  It  was  the  rendezvous  for  itinerant  preachers  of  all  denom¬ 
inations  for  many  years,  as  well  as  the  location  of  all  business  meetings  per¬ 
taining  to  township  affairs.  Later  the  Gager  school  house  (being  more  cen¬ 
tral)  was  designated  as  the  place  for  holding  township  meetings,  elections, 
etc.,  and  so  continues  to  the  present. 

In  the  establishment  of  the  earliest  schools  in  the  township,  little  atten¬ 
tion  was  given  to  district  boundaries,  and  the  school  houses  were  located  where 
they  would  accommodate  the  most  pupils.  But  as  the  settlements  extended 
to  the  southward,  this  was  found  to  be  an  error,  and  nearly  every  school  house 
in  the  township  had  to  be  moved,  entailing  quite  an  expense. 

There  are  now  nine  school  houses  in  the  township,  organized  under  the 
district  township  system.  During  the  last  year  (1909)  there  were  two  male 
teachers  employed,  at  an  average  salary  of  thirty-five  dollars  and  sixteen  cents 
per  month,  and  fourteen  female  teachers  whose  salary  averaged  thirty-four 
dollars  and  nine  cents  per  month.  Of  two  hundred  eight  pupils  of  school  age, 
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two  hundred  one  were  enrolled  in  the  schools,  with  an  average  daily  attend¬ 
ance  of  one  hundred  thirteen.  The  average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for 
each  pupil  was  two  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents.  The  school  houses  of  the 
township  are  valued  at  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  value  of 
school  apparatus,  three  hundred  eighty  dollars,  and  number  of  volumes  in 
the  school  libraries,  four  hundred  forty-seven.  The  schools  were  taught 
seven  and  eight-tenths  months  during  the  year. 

In  1857  a  very  successful  religious  revival  was  conducted  in  this  town¬ 
ship  (presumably  at  the  Bethel  school  house)  by  Rev.  Mr.  Brooks,  of  the 
Methodist  denomination.  This  resulted  in  the  conversion  of  more  than  a 
hundred  persons,  who,  in  accordance  with  their  belief,  as  propounded  by  the 
Primitive  Methodists,  discarded  all  fine  clothing,  jewelry  and  superfluous 
effects,  and  followed  the  “simple  life”  as  taught  by  the  Savior  and  His  dis¬ 
ciples. 

There  is  no  church  building  in  this  township,  but  the  Union  church  at 
Alpha,  just  across  the  north  line,  supplies  the  needs  of  the  worshipers  near 
by,  while  the  several  churches  in  Hawkeye  afford  reasonable  facilities  for 
those  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  township.  Religious  services  are  still  held  oc¬ 
casionally  in  the  school  houses  of  the  township. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 


CENTER  TOWNSHIP. 

This  township  was  organized  on  the  13th  day  of  February,  1858,  by 
proclamation  of  the  county  judge,  Hon.  J.  W.  Rogers.  The  organizing  elec¬ 
tion  was  announced  at  the  same  time  and  by  the  same  authority,  to  occur  on 
the  first  Monday  in  April,  following.  The  officers  elected  at  that  time  held 
only  until  the  next  succeeding  general  election,  which  occurred  in  October. 
There  were  seventeen  voters  at  the  organizing  election,  and  Elijah  Hartsough, 
David  Baer  and  John  M.  Proctor  were  chosen  judges  and  James  Orr  and 
John  Dunham,  clerks  of  the  election.  They  were  sworn  by  C.  A.  Haywood, 
deputy  sheriff  of  the  county.  Elijah  Hartsough,  David  Baer  and  Thomas  J. 
Llewellyn  were  elected  trustees;  James  Orr,  clerk;  Harvey  S.  Brunson,  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  J.  F.  Lyman  and  S.  Snyder,  constables.  These  were  the 
organizing  officers,  some  of  whom  were  re-elected  at  the  general  election  in 
October.  Eli  Mulnix  succeeded  H.  S.  Brunson  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
was  also  elected  township  clerk,  vice  James  Orr.  A  second  justice  of  the 
peace  was  also  chosen  in  the  person  of  Harrison  Augir.  Elijah  Hartsough, 
J.  M.  Proctor  and  David  E.  Snyder  were  elected  township  trustees.  These 
were  really  the  first  officers  of  the  township  who  served  the  full  term  of  one 
year. 

The  settlement  of  this  township  began  in  1850,  but  Thomas  Woodle  (later 
county  judge)  selected  a  location  at  Gamble’s  Grove  in  1849.  He  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  Thomas  Douglass  and  Thomas  B.  Sturgis,  who  located  near 
him.  Woodle  entered  his  land  in  section  13,  on  the  13th  of  January,  1850, 
and  located  on  it  the  following  spring.  Philip  Herzog  entered  land  in  this 
township  soon  after  Woodle’s  entry  was  made,  Thomas  D.  Robertson 
entered  land  here  in  1851;  J.  C.  Higginson,  Robert  Alexander  and  Harrison 
Augir,  in  1852;  John  Miller,  John  T.  Webb,  David  S.  Wilson,  Addison  F. 
Stillwell,  George  S.  Murray,  William  S.  Murray,  Reuben  C.  Hale,  Jacob 
Snyder,  Lyman  Morgan,  Allen  Sparks,  Hezekiah  B.  Bussey,  George  Clouse, 
Laurena  E.  Barber,  Jacob  D.  Folmer,  Owen  Sykes,  and  a  few  others  entered 
land  in  this  township  in  1853;  Abraham  Baer,  Thomas  J.  Llewellyn,  Caleb 
Potwin,  James  H.  Proctor,  Stephen  D.  Helms,  Otis  Baker,  Alarson  Hamlin, 
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Robert  S.  Adams,  William  L.  Coleman,  Elijah  Hartsough  and  some  whose 
names  cannot  be  secured,  came  in  1854;  John  and  Christopher  Baer,  Cornelius 
Frye,  Clark  Roberts  and  Benjamin  Sykes,  were  among  those  who  took  up 
residences  here  in  1855. 

Thomas  Woodle  did  not  remain  long  in  the  township,  though  he  secured 
the  establishment  of  the  postoffice  at  Gamble’s  Grove,  and  was  the  first  post¬ 
master  there.  The  office  was  established  in  September,  1851,  and  discon¬ 
tinued  in  May,  1852.  At  about  the  last  named  date,  Mr.  Woodle  sold  his  home 
to  Frederick  Dunham,  and  removed  from  the  township,  never  to  return. 

John  D.  Dooley,  who  was  township  clerk  and  justice  of  the  peace  in  Cen¬ 
ter  township  for  many  years,  is  authority  for  some  of  the  following  state¬ 
ments  :  “The  first  white  child  born  in  the  township  was  D.  Marion  Hart¬ 
sough,  born  October  28,  1854.  The  first  wedding  was  that  of  Eli  Mulnix  and 
Desdemonia  Dunham,  in  1853.  The  first  death  'was  Mary,  daughter  of  Mar¬ 
tin  Dunham,  in  1852.  The  first  school  house  was  built  in  District  No.  1, 
about  1859,  and  has  always  been  known  as  the  Dunham’s  Grove  School 
House.”  The  first  and  only  church  outside  of  the  village  of  Randalia  was 
built  by  the  Methodists  in  the  south  part  of  the  township,  and  is  known  as 
the  Fairview  church.  It  was  built  in  1877,  and  though  it  was  erected  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  faith,  it  has  never  been 
restricted  entirely  to  their  use.  All  religious  denominations  have  access  to 
it,  and  it  has  been  one  of  the  few  long-continuing  country  churches.  Rev. 
H.  S.  Brunson  delivered  the  first  gospel  sermon  in  the  township. 

This  township  is  traversed  by  two  railroads,  the  Decorah  branch  of  the 
Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  passing  through  it  north  and  south,  and  the 
Davenport  and  St.  Paul  branch  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  passes 
diagonally  across  the  northeast  corner.  The  first  mentioned  takes  a  due  north 
and  south  course,  cutting  off  the  east  two  sections  until  it  reaches  Randalia, 
where  the  line  assumes  a  northeasterly  direction,  passing  out  of  the  township 
on  section  2.  These  railroads  (built  in  the  seventies)  had  much  to  do  with 
the  early  development  of  Center  township.  Previous  to  their  coming  there 
was  much  unimproved  land  in  the  township,  portions  of  which  was  considered 
as  unavailable  for  general  farming  purposes.  The  prairie  land  is  quite  level, 
’  and  was  wet  and  sloughy,  and,  though  affording  excellent  pasturage,  there  was 
not  then  enough  demand  for  such  to  render  it  profitable.  But  since  the  advent 
of  the  railroads  and  their  stimulating  influence,  Center  township  has  taken 
an  upward  trend,  vacant  lands  have  been  settled  upon  and  improved,  and  farms 
then  partially  improved  and  cultivated  have  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
improvement.  The  sloughs  have  dried  up,  and  the  once  boggy  wet  land  has 
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been  reclaimed  and  rendered  the  most  fertile  of  corn  land,  and  that,  too,  with¬ 
out  adopting  a  general  system  of  tiling  or  ditching,  but  through  gradual  en¬ 
croachment  as  the  adjacent  fields  were  cultivated.  There  are  many  fine 
farms  in  Center  township  which  equal  in  value,  acre  for  acre  and  situation 
considered,  any  farms  in  the  county. 

This  “prairie”  township,  like  all  the  others,  is  not  entirely  devoid  of 
timber,  though  it  could  not  boast  of  the  quality.  Four  sections  along  the 
Volga,  and  a  few  scattering  natural  groves  at  other  points,  comprise  the  tim¬ 
ber  land  of  the  township.  The  southeastern  corner,  extending  over  into 
Westfield  township,  has  some  good  timber,  but  the  greater  part  of  it  is  scrubby 
and  not  of  the  best  varieties. 

COUNTY-SEAT  MATTERS. 

In  early  times  there  was  much  controversy  over  the  location  of  the  county- 
seat,  West  Union  being  always  successful  in  the  contests  with  other  towns. 
But  the  defeated  candidates,  after  giving  up  their  own  contests,  decided  that 
in  fairness  to  all,  the  seat  of  justice  should  be  located  at  the  geographical  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  county.  This  point  being  in  Center  township,  or  to  be  exact,  on 
the  line  between  Center  and  Westfield  townships,  an  effort  was  made  in  1852 
to  locate  the  county-seat  at  “the  geographical  center,”  and  legislative  assist¬ 
ance  was  sought  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  focus.  But  owing  to  the  very  strong 
opposition  to  this  procedure,  the  original  purpose  had  to  be  abandoned,  and 
the  General  Assembly  appointed  three  commissioners  from  as  many  different 
adjoining  counties,  who  located  the  county-seat  on  the  southwest  quarter  of 
section  17,  Westfield  township,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  voters  at  the 
next  general  election.  The  proposition  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  ninety- 
five.  hence  the  aspirations  of  the  “Center”  were  not  realized. 

THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  of  Center  township  are  organized  on  the  rural  independent 
district  plan,  that  is,  each  school  is  a  corporate  body  and  the  board  of  three 
directors  has  entire  control  of  all  school  matters  within  their  districts.  There 
are  eight  schools  thus  organized  in  the  township,  and  one  independent  town 
district  at  Randalia.  Of  the  eight  districts,  four  had  nine  months  school 
during  the  last  year,  two  had  eight  and  a  half  months  and  one  had  eight. 
Teachers’  wages  ranged  from  thirty-two  dollars  and  twenty-two  cents  (the 
lowest)  to  forty  dollars  per  month.  One  male  teacher  was  employed  at 
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thirty-five  dollars  per  month,  the  balance  of  the  teaching  force  being  females. 
Of  two  hundred  twenty-four  pupils  of  school  age  in  the  eight  districts,  one 
hundred  fifty-four  were  enrolled  in  the  schools,  with  an  average  attendance 
of  nearly  thirteen  in  each  district.  The  smallest  school  in  the  township  is 
No.  4,  with  eight  pupils  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years.  No. 
2  is  the  largest,  with  a  school  population  of  forty-six,  and  an  average  daily 
attendance  of  twenty-four.  The  school  houses  in  these  districts  are  valued 
at  four  thousand  six  hundred  ninety  dollars,  with  school  apparatus  valued  at 
four  hundred  fifty-eight  dollars,  and  five  hundred  twenty-two  volumes  in  the 
district  libraries. 


RANDALIA  AND  DONNAN. 

These  prosperous  villages  are  the  outgrowth  of  the  coming  of  the  rail¬ 
roads,  the  former  being  situated  on  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific,  and 
the  latter  at  the  junction  of  this  road  with  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul. 

Randalia  is  located  on  the  east  half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  15, 
which  was  entered  by  Frederick  Boyes  April  12,  1855.  It  became  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  J.  N.  B.  Elliott  in  1868,  and  on  the  6th  of  June,  1872,  he  deeded  the 
right-of-way  to  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany,  and  sold  the  remainder  to  Randall  Brothers  in  the  fall  of  1873.  The 
village  plat  was  surveyed  by  P.  F.  Randall,  and  was  filed  for  record  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  1874.  A.  J.  F.  Randall  commenced  the  erection  of  a  two-story  build¬ 
ing  in  July,  1874,  this  being  designed  as  a  business  place  and  dwelling  on  sec¬ 
ond  floor.  This  was  the  first  building  erected  on  the  town  plat,  and  it  has 
been  continuously  occupied  as  a  store  building  and  postoffice  since  the  latter 
was  established.  The  first  stock  of  goods  placed  in  this  building  was  owned 
by  C.  Hurlbut  of  Fayette,  opened  in  the  spring  of  1875.  But  the  name  of 
Randall  is  inseparably  connected  with  the  town,  and  A.  J.  F.  Randall  has  been 
a  continuous  business  man  there  longer  than  any  other  person.  The  second 
building  was  the  Randalia  Hotel,  erected  by  N.  B.  Underwood,  who  was  also 
a  merchant  in  the  town.  This  was  opened  as  a  hotel  in  the  late  fall  of  1874. 
It  has  had  a  continuous  existence  as  such,  under  several  different  proprietors. 

In  the  days  of  almost  universal  wheat  growing  among  the  farmers, 
Randalia  was  an  excellent  market  place,  as  being  intermediate  between  the 
larger  towns,  and  also  because  of  having  several  buyers  there  who  believed 
that  “competition  is  the  life  of  trade.”  There  were  at  one  time  four  ware¬ 
houses  operated  by  different  firms  of  produce  dealers,  and  their  traffic  extended 
to  almost  everything  raised  on  the  farms.  The  town  is  still  a  good  market 
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point,  and  some  good  stores  of  general  merchandise,  stocks  of  farm  machinery, 
mechanical  shops,  etc.,  are  maintained  by  progressive  business  men.  Every¬ 
thing  usually  found  in  towns  of  this  size  can  be  found  in  the  thriving  village 
of  Randalia.  The  railroad  was  completed  to  this  point,  from  the  north,  in 
August,  1873.  The  postoffice  was  established  in  October,  1874,  with  A.  J.  F. 
Randall  as  the  first  postmaster,  a  position  which  he  held  for  many  years. 

RANDALIA  CHURCHES. 

The  first  religious  services  in  the  new  town  were  conducted  at  the  school 
house,  by  Rev.  Moulton,  in  1876,  the  school  house  having  just  been  com¬ 
pleted.  This  building  served  for  a  public  meeting  house  for  some  years.  The 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  which  had  been  dormant  for  some  time,  was  re¬ 
organized  in  the  autumn  of  1877,  with  seventeen  members,  and  services  were 
conducted  for  a  number  of  years  by  Rev.  Lyman  Hull,  who  met  the  people 
once  in  two  weeks  at  the  school  house.  This  organization  has  been  main¬ 
tained  and  quite  regular  services  are  held,  often  under  the  preaching  of  stu¬ 
dents  from  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  but  in  later  years  by  regular  pastors 
appointed  to  the  circuit.  The  history  of  this  church  and  its  membership  ap¬ 
pears  more  fully  in  the  history  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Fayette 
county,  by  Hon.  C.  B.  Hughes,  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

A  Baptist  church  was  incorporated  February  1,  1878,  and  an  effort  was 
made  to  build  a  house  of  worship  the  same  year.  The  membership  was  quite 
strong  for  a  few  years,  being  served  by  the  pastor  of  the  church  at  West 
Union.  This  also  is  more  fully  treated  in  the  article  on  the  Baptist  church 
of  Fayette  county,  by  F.  Y.  Whitmore. 

RANDALIA  SCHOOL. 

When  the  town  was  incorporated  the  limits  of  its  school  district  coin¬ 
cided  with  the  corporate  limits,  thus  creating  a  small  independent  town  dis¬ 
trict  upon  which  the  burdens  of  proper  school  facdities  weie  liable  to  exceed 
the  limit  of  taxation  established  by  law.  But  the  adjacent  territory  belonged 
in  rural  independent  districts,  the  taxpayers  in  which  guarded  their  territory 
with  jealous  eyes.  The  patrons  of  these  adjacent  schools  also  objected  to 
distorting  their  districts  into  irregular  shapes  to  accommodate  the  town,  and 
considerable  controversy  arose,  the  matter  being  finally  settled  in  the  courts, 
and  the  boundaries  of  the  Randalia  district  enlarged  and  established  as  at 
present.  The  record  of  the  final  proceedings  in  this  matter,  and  the  final 
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establishment  of  the  school  district,  was  filed  with  the  county  auditor  on  the 
1 8th  of  December,  1897.  A  school  of  ten  grades  was  established,  and  an 
additional  room  provided  for  the  teaching  of  the  sixty-three  children  in  the 
district.  The  school  house  is  valued  at  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 
the  average  compensation  of  the  two  female  teachers  during  the  last  year  was 
forty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  and  the  duration  of  the  school,  nine  months. 
A  regular  system  of  graduation  is  installed,  and  the  school  is  fully  on  a  par 
with  other  schools  of  like  conditions. 

Randalia  has  one  bank,  an  Odd  Fellows  lodge,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  post  and  Women’s  Relief  Corps,  besides  several  fraternal  insurance 
organizations,  and  is  the  present  headquarters  of  the  Fayette  County  Farmers’ 
Mutual  Fire  Association,  that  being  the  home  of  the  secretary,  J.  E.  Ffolmes. 

The  business  men  of  the  town  are  progressive,  public-spirited  citizens 
who  have  an  abiding  faith  in  the  future  of  the  town. 


DONNAN  JUNCTION. 

With  the  building  of  the  Davenport  and  St.  Paul  branch  of  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad  to  the  crossing  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids 
&  Northern  at  this  point,  a  depot  and  transfer  switch  was  established,  and 
a  man  placed  in  charge.  This  ’was  in  1878,  and  the  depot  was  the  only  house 
in  “Donnan”  for  several  years,  if  we  except  one  or  two  near-by  farm  houses. 
But  within  comparatively  recent  years  there  has  been  quite  a  building  boom 
at  this  ideal  location,  and  several  residences,  stores  and  a  hotel  are  the  out¬ 
growth,  and  the  little  hamlet  has  found  a  prominent  place  on  the  map  of 
Fayette  county.  Some  well-to-do  retired  farmers  have  taken  an  interest  in  the 
development  of  the  town,  with  gratifying  results.  The  future  of  Donnan, 
at  the  crossing  of  the  two  railroads  which  traverse  the  county  from  southeast 
to  northwest,  and  from  southwest  to  northeast,  may  easily  be  predicted;  and 
it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  it  will  eventually  outstrip  its  near-by  rivals  in  the 
race  for  trade  and  transportation.  The  village  is  situated  in  a  splendid 
farming  community,  with  nO'  rival  town,  except  Randalia,  nearer  than  six 
or  seven  miles. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 


CLERMONT  TOWNSHIP. 

This  township  was  established  by  the  comity  commissioners  in  1850, 
though  there  had  been  quite  a  settlement  within  its  boundaries  for  two  years 
previously,  and  the  name  of  the  township  was  fixed  by  them,  though  the  spell¬ 
ing  was  then  “Claremont.” 

Tradition  establishes  Andrew  Moats  as  the  first  settler  of  the  territory 
now  embraced  in  Clermont  township,  though  the  time  of  his  coming  and  what 
he  accomplished  is  somewhat  obscure.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  a 
man  named  Delaplaine  laid  a  claim  to  lands  where  the  town  of  Clermont  now 
stands,  in  1848,  and  built  a  cabin  thereon.  A  year  later  a  firm  of  mill  oper¬ 
ators  came  from  Elkader  and  purchased  the  claim  of  Delaplaine  and  let  the 
contract  to  have  a  saw-mill  erected.  C.  D.  Carlton  (one  of  the  owners)  and 
Charles  Sawyer  took  the  contract,  and  moved  to  Clermont  in  June,  1849. 
Sawyer  brought  his  family,  but  Carlton  delayed  the  removal  until  later. 
These  parties  built  two  log  houses  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Clermont,  these, 
except  the  rude  cabin  of  Delaplaine,  being  the  first  houses  in  the  township. 
John  Thompson,  whose  name  is  inseparable  from  the  early  history  of  this 
locality,  was  the  partner  of  Mr.  Carlton.  The  building  and  operation  of  the 
mill,  and  the  later  developments  in  that  line,  necessitated  the  presence  of 
mechanical  shops,  and  these  came  as  needed.  This  was  the  principal  industry 
in  Clermont  until  the  failure  of  the  spring  wheat  product  rendered  the  business 
less  profitable,  and  the  property  was  gradually  merged  into  other  lines. 

A  large  and  well  manned  cooper  shop  was  one  of  the  principal  industries 
in  Clermont  for  many  years.  This  supplied  the  flour-barrels  to  the  mill,  and 
to  other  mills  less  favored,  along  the  Turkey  and  Otter  creek.  It  also  turned 
out  pork  barrels  and  butter  tubs,  until  the  industry  was  crippled  by  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  machine-made  products.  The  Clermont  mill  proper  (the 
flouring  mills,  with  which  so  many  of  the  present-day  citizens  and  pioneers 
are  acquainted)  was  put  in  operation  by  John  Thompson,  who  came  and  com¬ 
menced  his  work  in  1853;  3-frd  m  1854  Hid  the  foundation  and  comei  stone 
for  the  present  brick  structure,  the  brick  being  burned  by  Christian  Miller  s 
father.  Grinding  at  this  flouring  mill  was  commenced  in  the  autumn  of  1855. 
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At  first  there  were  three  run  of  stones.  In  1856  Mr.  Thompson  sold  a  share 
in  his  milling  property  to  William  Larrabee.  Later  Mr.  Larrabee  had  two 
partners,  whom  he  bought  out  in  1859,  and  operated  the  mill  alone  until  1872. 
He  then  sold  to  S.  M.  Leach,  and  he  in  turn  to  J.  G.  Botsford,  who  finally 
let  the  property  go  back  to  Mr.  Larrabee,  and  he  operated  it  until  he  sold 
to  Christian  Miller  in  1901,  who,  since  the  purchase,  has  conducted  it  in  com¬ 
pany  with  his  sons,  and  is  at  this  writing  converting  it  into  a  combined  electric 
power  plant  and  mill.  (See  biography  of  Mr.  Miller  for  full  details  regard¬ 
ing  this  industry.)  Mr.  Larrabee  doubled  the  capacity  of  his  mill,  and  was 
able  to  grind  fifteen  hundred  barrels  of  flour  per  week.  The  dam  washed  out 
in  i860  or  1861,  and  again  in  1902.  In  all  the  years  of  this  mill’s  history 
there  has  never  been  any  serious  accidents  happening  about  the  property,  such 
as  loss  of  life  or  limb.  These  mills  are  now  styled  the  Brick  City  Mills  and 
Electric  Power  Plant,  owned  and  operated  by  Hon.  Christian  Miller  &  Sons. 
They  furnish  the  power  to  operate  their  mammoth  brick  and  tile  factories  at 
Clermont,  and  electric  lights  for  that  town,  and  Elgin,  four  miles  south. 
This  feature  of  their  work  is  to  be  enlarged  to  include  towns  at  more  distant 
points. 

Edwin  Stedman,  John  Hendershott,  Chauncey  Leverich,  with  their  fam¬ 
ilies,  and  J.  B.  Hough  and  Andrew  Martin,  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Cler¬ 
mont  in  1850.  Rev.  H.  S.  Brunson  commenced  to  build  a  hotel  in  Clermont 
in  this  year,  but  sold  out  before  completing  it,  and  the  Clermont  House,  later 
known  as  Brown’s  Hotel,  was  completed  by  the  mill  company  and  opened  and 
operated  by  C.  D.  Carlton  in  1851.  Mr.  Carlton  also  opened  the  first  general 
stofie  in  the  township  in  1849.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Stedman  family 
in  1850,  Mrs.  Stedman  taught  the  first  term  of  school  in  the  township,  a  log 
workshop  being  vacated  and  converted  into  a  school-room.  This  improvised 
school  house  also  served  as  a  public  meeting  place,  and  in  it  Rev.  Brunson 
delivered  the  first  gospel  sermon,  in  1851.  The  first  death  in  the  township 
was  the  young  daughter  of  Mr.  Nutting,  who  settled  two  miles  above  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Clermont  in  the  spring  of  1850.  She  was  poisoned  from  eating  wild 
parsnip.  In  the  summer  of  1851  occurred  the  first  drowning,  when  Washing¬ 
ton  Sawyer  was  dragged  from  his  boat  by  an  over-hanging  tree  and  floated 
over  the  dam.  His  brother,  Aaron,  saved  himself  by  swimming.  The 
Turkey  river  has  been  the  burial  place  of  many  people,  and  the  scene  of  many 
disasters  with  teams,  etc.,  both  in  Clermont  township  and  elsewhere,  along 
its  course,  as  the  writer  can  state  from  sad  experience. 

The  saw-mill  at  Clermont  was  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  pioneers  within 
reach  of  it,  since  they  cut  and  hauled  logs  to  it  for  sale,  as  well  as  for  other 
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purposes,  and  thus  was  commenced  a  market  place  for  farm  products  at  a 
very  early  day,  and  which  was  continued  and  expanded  as  the  years  went  by. 
Many  present-day  residents  well  remember  when  Clermont  was  one  of  the 
best  wheat  markets  in  Fayette  county,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  little  importance 
whether  a  farmer  sold  his  load  of  wheat  at  Clermont  or  drove  thirty  miles 
farther  to  the  river  market  at  McGregor.  During  the  active  operation  of  the 
Brick  City  mills,  any  farmer  who  had  business  at  McGregor  could  get  good 
pay  for  his  trip  by  hauling  a  load  of  flour  from  the  mill  and  returning  with 
a  load  of  merchandise  for  some  merchant.  In  fact,  there  were  many  team¬ 
sters  who  made  a  good  living  by  hauling  mill  products  and  returning  with  lum¬ 
ber  or  other  goods. 

The  name  “Brick  City”  has  stuck  to  Clermont  from  early  days,  probably, 
at  first,  because  brick  was  made  there  in  pioneer  times,  and  continued  without 
intermission  throughout  all  the  intervening  years.  The  product  has  always 
been  of  a  superior  quality  and  for  many  years  “Clermont  White  Brick”  was 
in  demand,  far  beyond  the  output.  At  first  the  crude  appliances  of  the  time 
were  used,  the  hand-mould  and  wheel-barrow  being  about  the  only  “machin¬ 
ery.”  But  more  recently  improved  machinery  was  installed,  thus  increasing 
the  possibilities  of  the  output  and  minimizing  the  amount  of  human  muscle 
required.  During  the  year  1909  Christian  Miller  marketed  more  than  seven 
million  bricks,  and  he  has  greatly  increased  the  capacity  of  the  plant  and  added 
electrical  power  for  present  and  future  use.  Another  feature  Which  renders 
Clermont  a  “brick  city,”  is  the  fact  that  a  much  larger  proportion  of  ordinary 
dwelling  houses  in  this  town  are  built  of  brick  than  in  any  other  town  of  like 
size  in  the  county. 

The  first  justice  of  the  peace  in  this  township  was  Charles  Sawyer,  who 
was  elected  while  the  territory  was  under  jurisdiction  of  Pleasant  Valley  town¬ 
ship,  which  included  townships  94  and  95,  north  range  7,  in  1850. 

There  were  nine  voters  at  the  first  election  held  in  Clermont  township, 
at  the  house  of  Charles  Sawyer,  in  November,  1850.  Of  these  the  names  of 
six  are  remembered,  which  were,  besides  Charles  Sawyer,  C.  D.  Carlton, 
Edwin  Stedman,  John  Hendershott,  Andrew  Martin  and  J.  B.  Hough.  They 
used  Sawyer’s  coffee-pot  for  a  ballot-box,  which  favor  may  have  paved  the 
way  to  Sawyer’s  election  as  township  clerk!  Edwin  Stedman  and  J.  B. 
Hough  were  elected  justices  of  the  peace.  It  is  probable  that  no  election 
records  were  preserved  in  the  early  history  of  this  precinct — or  assuredly  none 
can  be  found. 

Clermont  being  the  only  town  in  this  township,  and  the  first  settlements 
being  made  at  or  near  the  town,  it  is  impossible  to  separate  their  history,  since 
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most  of  it  centers  about  the  village  from  pioneer  days  to  the  present.  Much 
of  Clermont  township  is  rough  and  hilly  land  which  was  not  generally  oc¬ 
cupied  by  actual  settlers  in  early  pioneer  days.  Originally  there  was  much 
timber  in  this  township,  some  of  which  was  of  excellent  quality,  while  a  large 
amount  of  what  is  now  good  farming  land  was  covered  with  scrubby  oak 
trees,  of  little  value  except  for  fuel.  Nearly  all  of  the  farms  were  what  is 
known  as  “hazel-brush  land,”  and  the  grubbing  and  subduing  of  the  under¬ 
brush  involved  much  labor  and  tardy  development.  But  the  land  proved  to 
be  excellent  for  the  growing  of  wheat,  which  was  the  principal  industry  among 
the  farmers  until  in  the  seventies,  when  the  chinch  bugs  rendered  its  cultiva¬ 
tion  uncertain,  as  well  as  generally  unprofitable.  Large  numbers  of  hogs  and 
cattle  and  many  horses  are  now  the  product  of  Clermont  township  farms,  and 
but  little  grain  or  hay  are  raised  for  sale,  these  products  being  fed  on  the 
farms. 

The  population  of  this  township,  outside  of  Clermont,  is  largely  foreign, 
the  Irish  nationality  predominating,  though  there  are  some  Germans  and  a 
good  many  Scandinavians.  They  are  all  excellent  citizens  whose  posterity 
are  the  active  men  and  women  of  today.  Among  them  are  many  of  our  suc¬ 
cessful  public  school  teachers,  and  they  are  found  in  many  other  useful  avenues 
of  life. 

CLERMONT. 

The  town  of  Clermont  was  laid  out  by  John  Thompson  and  C.  D.  Carl¬ 
ton,  proprietors,  in  1851,  but  the  plat  was  not  recorded  until  1855.  In  this 
year  Mr.  Thompson  purchased  his  partner’s  interest,  and  decided  to  call  the 
town  “Norway,”  and  filed  the  plat  for  record.  But  the  name  was  objection¬ 
able  to  the  people,  who  desired  to  continue  the  old  name  of  Clermont.  After 
considerable  discussion  on  the  subject,  Mr.  Thompson  decided  to  abandon  the 
objectionable  name,  and  it  was  changed  to  Clermont  by  action  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature,  approved  July  15,  1856.  The  town  was  re-surveyed  by  Andris  Brandt, 
civil  engineer,  and  the  town  plat  of  Clermont  was  recorded  February  16,  1859, 
by  John  Thompson,  proprietor.  On  the  4th  of  July,  following,  a  grand  cele¬ 
bration  was  held,  probably  as  much  in  commemoration  of  the  event  just  re¬ 
corded  as  in  memory  of  the  achievements  of  our  forefathers.  Clermont  was 
incorporated  as  a  town  on  the  16th  of  August,  1875.  The  first  mayor  was 
S.  G.  Clark,  and  the  trustees,  or  councilmen,  were  C.  W.  D.  Lathrop,  Edwin 
Stedman,  Alex.  McKinley,  John  Crowe  and  J.  P.  Blackett.  W.  M.  Newell 
was  recorder,  and  Edwin  Stedman,  treasurer. 

It  would  be  extremely  interesting  to  record  in  this  connection  the  names 
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of  all  the  early  settlers,  but  such  is  now  impossible.  We  recall  the  Larrabee 
family,  the  Applemans,  the  Bakers,  Drs.  Hinkley  and  Lewis,  J.  P.  Calvin, 
C.  F.  Week,  the  Dibbles,  the  Botsfords  and  Underwoods,  the  Warners,  the 
Schaeffers,  the  Stolls,  the  Pringles,  the  Paynes,  and  many  others  who  have 
left  their  impress  upon  the  town  and  community;  and  yet  we  know  that  the 
list  is  incomplete,  and  that  some  of  the  earliest  established  families  may  be 
omitted  from  it,  while  others  of  later  coming  may  be  mentioned. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  in  preparing  this  work  to  include  the  names  of 
municipal,  lodge  and  church  officers,  since  these  positions  are  of  short  duration, 
and  what  is  correct  today  may  be  wrong  tomorrow.  Neither  is  there  any 
historical  value  in  such  a  record,  except  as  the  parties  may  have  been  identified 
with  other  interests,  in  which  case  they  are  mentioned  in  other  department 
of  the  work. 

SCHOOLS  OF  THE  TOWN  AND  TOWNSHIP. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  first  school  and  teacher  in  the  town  of 
Clermont,  and  that  is  unquestionably  the  first  school  in  the  township.  But  it 
progressed  from  this  small  and  humble  beginning,  until,  within  a  few  years, 
the  town  was  blessed  with  an  excellent  school,  and  this  has  been  the  pride  of 
her  citizenship  throughout  all  the  intervening  years.  In  1854  a  brick  school 
house  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  present  one,  which  met  the  requirements 
of  the  district  for  fourteen  years,  or  until  1868,  when  the  old  building  was 
superseded  by  a  larger  and  better  one.  This  had  room  for  five  grades, 
soon  after  established,  and  one  of  the  first  graded  schools  in  the  county  was 
founded.  The  principals  have  usually  been  men  of  brains  and  ability,  some 
of  whom  grew  to  manhood  under  the  environments  of  the  Clermont  schools. 
Under  later  laws  and  regulations,  the  principal  has  been  succeeded  by  a  super¬ 
intendent,  and  the  schools  classified  to  meet  the  requirements  of  a  curriculum 
of  study  embracing  a  definite  number  of  years’  work.  This  places  the  town 
schools  of  the  county  on  practically  the  same  basis  during  the  years  required 
to  complete  the  approved  course  of  study.  In  Clermont,  this  includes  a  period 
of  twelve  years,  with  a  graduating  system  entitling  the  graduates  to  admission 
in  the  higher  institutions  of  learning  of  the  state,  without  examination.  The 
independent  school  district  of  Clermont  was  formed  in  i860,  and  that  is  the 
date  from  which  to  reckon  the  crowning  success  of  the  public  school  in  the 
“Brick  City.” 

LODGES  AND  CHURCHES. 

The  Masonic  fraternity  in  Clermont,  with  much  minutiae  relating  to 
this  historic  lodge,  is  ably  presented  in  the  article  on  Freemasonry  in  Fayette 
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county,  by  Hon.  D.  W.  Clements,  grand  master  of  the  fraternity  in  Iowa.  The 
annals  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  about  which  centers  so  much  early  his¬ 
tory,  is  presented  in  the  article  on  that  church,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Owens, 
while  the  history  of  the  Baptist  church  is  ably  and  fully  presented  by  F.  Y. 
Whitmore.  Hon.  C.  B.  Hughes  prepares  the  history  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  church  in  the  county,  while  Carl  Evans,  an  old  Clermont  boy,  writes  the 
history  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  the  county. 

The  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  Clermont,  known  as  Church  of  the 
Savior,  was  incorporated  April  2,  1866.  The  vestrymen  were  as  follows: 
J.  P.  Blackett,  D.  D.  Sanders,  J.  N.  Dennis,  C.  W.  D.  Lathrop  and  R.  B. 
Appleman.  A  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1866-7,  and  was  dedicated  by 
Bishop  Lee,  of  Davenport.  It  was  a  pretentious  structure  for  the  time,  being 
one  of  the  prominent  land-marks  of  Clermont  at  the  present  day.  Little 
change  has  been  made,  save  in  the  internal  decorations,  and  the  solid  stone 
structure  has  stood  the  test  of  years  without  appreciable  loss.  For  some  years 
after  this  church  was  organized  it  was  the  principal  Protestant  church  in  the 
village ;  but  in  later  years,  due  to  deaths  and  removal  of  members,  it  has  been 
less  prosperous  than  formerly.  In  fact,  while  there  is  a  nominal  church 
organization  maintained,  the  services  are  irregular  and  often  far-between. 
The  Norwegian  Lutheran  congregation  occupies  the  building  as  a  place  of 
worship.  The  widow  of  Dr.  W.  C.  Lewis  bequeathed  to  this  church  a  hand¬ 
some  annuity,  but  interested  heirs  precipitated  the  matter  into  the  courts,  with 
disastrous  results  as  far  as  the  church  is  concerned. 

INDEPENDENT  ORDER  OF  ODD  FELLOWS. 

Clermont  Lodge  No.  134,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was  organ¬ 
ized  January  11,  1876.  The  names  of  the  organizing  members  add  materially 
to  the  list  of  early  settlers  and  former  business  and  professional  men  of  the 
town.  They  are  as  follows :  H.  A.  Windom,  W.  C.  Lewis,  George  D.  Beaton, 
John  J.  Hopper,  E.  T.  Smith,  Henry  Wilmott,  B.  W.  Branch  and  W.  A. 
Wickham.  The  first  officers  were  Dr.  W.  C.  Lewis,  noble  grand;  Henry 
Wilmott,  vice-grand;  H.  A.  Windom,  recording  secretary;  C.  W.  Ehrlich, 
permanent  secretary,  and  W.  A.  Wickham,  treasurer. 

As  the  years  passed,  nearly  all  of  the  prominent  young  men  of  the  town 
and  community  became  members  of  this  “triple-link  fraternity,”  some  to  re¬ 
main  and  become  thoroughly  identified  with  the  order,  while  many  lapsed 
their  membership,  transferred  to  other  lodges,  etc.,  thus  keeping  the  active 
membership  comparatively  weak.  This  lodge  is  one  of  the  continuing  insti¬ 
tutions  of  Clenra:  ' 
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There  are  several  fraternal  insurance  organizations  represented  in  Cler¬ 
mont,  the  strongest  and  most  prominent  of  which  is  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen.  Brick  City  Lodge  No.  81,  of  this  order,  was  organized  in 
August,  18/6,  with  sixteen  charter  members.  As  this  list  includes  some  new 
names  of  eaily  settlers  and  business  people  of  their  day,  we  present  it  here  as 
follows:  H.  C.  Warner,  C.  B.  Nichols,  Paul  Ellings,  V.  K.  Gass,  G.  F. 
Mitchell,  C.  W.  D.  Lathrop,  F.  P.  Harold,  M.  C.  Payne,  W.  A.  Wickham, 
Amos  Longfield,  T.  H.  WFiting,  C.  F.  Week,  John  J.  Hopper,  J.  P.  Calvin, 
Y\  illiam  Putnam,  H.  A.  Windom  and  D.  E.  Baker.  Many  of  these  are  dead  or 
removed  and  but  few  still  have  an  abiding  place  in  the  Brick  City. 

CLERMONT  SCHOOLS. 

For  the  year  1909  there  were  two  hundred  twenty-four  pupils  of  school 
age  in  the  independent  district  of  Clermont.  Five  teachers  were  employed, — 
one  male  and  four  females.  The  average  compensation  of  the  former  during 
a  school  year  of  nine  months  was  seventy-seven  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents, 
and  of  the  latter,  forty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  The  number  of  pupils 
enrolled  was  one  hundred  forty-six,  and  the  average  daily  attendance  was  one 
hundred  nineteen,  at  an  average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil,  of 
two  dollars  and  eight  cents.  The  school  house  is  valued  at  seven  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  school  apparatus,  at  two  hundred  fifty  dollars.  There  are 
four  hundred  nineteen  volumes  in  the  school  library. 

Clermont  township  schools  are  organized  under  the  rural  independent 
district  system,  there  being  eight  districts  so  organized.  One  of  these  districts 
had  three  months’  school  during  the  last  year  and  two  had  four  months  each ; 
one  district  had  nine  months  school,  two  had  seven  months,  and  two  had 
eight  months.  Twelve  female  teachers  were  employed  at  salaries  ranging 
from  thirty-two  to  thirty-nine  dollars  per  month.  The  school  houses  of  the 
township  are  valued  at  four  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  with  two  hun¬ 
dred  ten  dollars  invested  in  school  apparatus,  and  three  hundred  two  volumes 
in  the  district  libraries. 

clermont's  patriotism — its  monuments  and  statues. 

No  town  within  the  borders  of  the  state  of  Iowa  has  exhibited  more  true 
patriotism  and  loyalty  to  the  nation,  its  flag  and  its  brave  defenders,  than  the 
little  hamlet  of  Clermont — ex-Governor  William  Larrabee's  home.  During- 
the  Civil  war,  Mr.  Larrabee  twice  tendered  his  services  to  the  country  as  a 
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soldier,  but,  on  account  of  his  loss  of  one  eye,  was  both  times  rejected,  but 
he  went  right  along  doing  all  within  his  power  in  support  of  the  country,  the 
soldiers,  and  their  families  in  Fayette  county.  When  the  war  had  ended,  no 
man  had  more  faithfully  performed  his  duty  than  Mr.  Larrabee.  As  the  dec¬ 
ades  went  by,  and  after  he  had  twice  been  honored  by  serving  the  state  as  its 
governor,  he  still  manifested  a  disposition  to  do  something  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  the  gallant  and  brave  soldiery  of  his  state  and  nation.  Through 
his  untiring  zeal,  together  with  that  of  his  wife,  as  leaders  of  the  movement, 
the  citizens  of  the  township  met  and  devised  plans  by  which  funds  were  to 
be  raised  for  the  erection  of  a  soldier’s  monument  in  Clermont.  Nearly  every 
man,  woman  and  child  in  the  township  joined  in  the  good  work,  suggested  by 
the  worthy  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Larrabee.  Lots  were  secured  across  from 
the  Rock  Island  railway  tracks,  at  the  Clermont  depot,  and  Governor  Larra¬ 
bee  and  wife  selected  the  figure  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  one  they  had  chanced 
to  see  in  Edinburgh,  while  traveling  abroad,  as  the  most  befitting  one  from 
which  to  cast  a  bronze  statute  of  the  martyred  President.  They  were  indeed 
fortunate  in  getting  the  services  of  its  original  sculptor,  Mr.  Bissell,  who 
made  a  similar  one.  This  enterprise  proved  a  success,  and  it  will  ever  stand 
as  a  monument  to  Lincoln,  and  at  the  same  time  a  lasting  memorial  to  the 
loyalty  and  liberty-loving  spirit  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Larrabee,  aided  by 
the  many  citizens  who  joined  with  them  in  providing  the  same.  Indeed, 
it  has  long  since  become  the  pride  of  the  state,  and  is  the  only  memorial  of  its 
kind  and  purpose  in  Fayette  county. 

On  the  pedestal  of  this  monument,  there  are  four  tablets  on  its  base, 
made  of  costly  bronze,  and  these  were  designed  and  sculptured  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larrabee.  Two  are  of  local  and  two  are  of  na¬ 
tional  interest.  In  one  is  represented  in  bas-relief  “Tom”  Henderson,  bidding 
his  wife  and  children  farewell  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  with  Company  C, 
of  the  Twelfth  Iowa  Regiment;  a  second  shows  the  Clermont  soldiers  in  the 
thick  of  the  fight  at  Shiloh,  Captain  Warner  leading  the  charge  and  Doctor 
Lewis,  of  Clermont,  caring  for  the  wounded;  in  the  third  panel  Farragut  is 
seen  strapped  to  the  rigging  of  his  flag-ship  in  the  advance  of  the  fleet  on 
Mobile  Bay  and  Dewey  standing  on  the  deck  below,  in  command  of  a  gun 
squad ;  the  fourth  panel  depicts  the  scene  of  Lee’s  surrender  to  Grant  at  Appo¬ 
mattox  court  house.  Grant  and  Lee  are  seated  at  the  table  in  the  foreground, 
with  their  staff  officers  grouped  behind  them.  In  the  granite  base  of  the  monu¬ 
ment  is  this  inscription:  “Erected  in  1902  in  memory  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors 
of  the  Civil  War,  1861-1865.” 

There  are  four  Civil  war  cannon  guarding  the  four  corners  of  the  neatly 
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kept  and  properly  fenced  park  in  which  this  monument  is  located.  Also  many 
relics,  such  as  shells  and  cannon  balls  are  seen.. 

This  superb  monument  and  bronze  statue — the  best  of  Lincoln  in  this 
country — was  formally  dedicated  June  19,  1902,  with  impressive  ceremonies. 

THE  HENDERSON  MONUMENT. 

On  the  same  day  that  the  Lincoln  monument  was  unveiled  at  Clermont, 
there  was  another  unveiling  and  dedication  of  an  Iowa  monument  which  will 
always  attract  much  attention  to  the  passer-by  in  the  years  to  come.  This  is 
the  beautiful  life-size  statue  and  monument  erected  by  ex-Governor  William 
Larrabee  to  the  memory  of  Col.  David  B.  Henderson,  late  speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  This  is  a  square  shaft  planted  in  the  center  of 
the  main  street  of  Clermont,  near  the  park  where  stands  the  Lincoln  monu¬ 
ment.  It  is  surmounted  by  a  fine  bronze  statue  of  the  popular  and  efficient 
Speaker,  who  in  the  days  of  the  Civil  war  had  lost  a  limb  in  the  defense  of 
the  flag  of  his  adopted  country.  The  figure  shows  him  standing  dressed  in 
the  style  of  clothes  he  was  wont  to  wear  while  in  Congress,  with  his  official 
gavel  held  in  his  right  hand,  while  his  left  is  clutching  his  crutch,  which  rests 
beneath  his  arm  for  support.  The  base  of  this  monument  carries  on  its  sides 
appropriate  inscriptions,  designed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Larrabee. 

LARRABEE’s  PRIVATE  COLLECTION  OF  STATUES. 

“Montauk,”  the  home  of  Mr.  Larrabee,  is  situated  on  a  very  prominent 
bluff  overlooking  the  village  of  Clermont  and  the  meanderings  of  the  pic¬ 
turesque  Turkey  river.  On  the  hill  top,  near  the  residence  of  the  Governor, 
and  by  the  side  of  a  winding  roadway,  among  beautiful  shade  trees,  may  be 
seen  a  rare  collection  of  statuary— the  largest  and  finest  collection,  in  any  one 
private  place,  in  the  United  States.  Here  one  sees  four  costly  bronze  statues 
— Grant,  Sherman,  Farragut  and  General  Dodge  of  Iowa.  These  were  all 
designed  and  cast  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Larrabee.  And  in  the  cases  of 
Grant,  Sherman  and  Farragut,  a  son  of  each  of  these  great  chieftains  furnished 
the  portraits  and  military  dress  to  the  sculptors,  J.  Massey  Rhind  and  Mr. 
Bissell.  The  one  for  Grant  was  first  completed,  and  the  others  later — at  the 
date  of  the  dedication  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition,  at  St.  Louis,  to 
which  city  they  were  sent  and  placed  on  exhibition  in  front  of  the  Iowa  build- 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  of  all  four  of  these  monuments  is  that  of  Gen. 
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Grenville  Dodge,  of  Iowa.  In  this  bronze  cast,  General  Dodge  is  represented 
in  his  full  military  uniform,  while  at  his  side  rests  the  emblem  of  his  dis¬ 
tinguished  services  as  a  civilian  since  the  war.  It  is  a  surveyor’s  transit  that 
hears  eloquent  testimony  to  those  days  when  he  had  charge  of  the  construction 
of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  line  over  the  western  plains;  and,  on  foot  and 
on  horseback,  traversed  this  section  of  the  country  nineteen  times  between 
Omaha  and  San  Francisco. 

In  the  decades,  and  possibly  centuries  to  come,  the  group  of  statues  above 
described  will  stand  as  landmarks  and  monuments  to  the  greatness  of  some  of 
America’s  greatest  men,  both  in  military  and  civil  life;  and  with  all  this,  the 
generous  giver,  Mr.  Larrabee,  will,  it  is  believed,  never  be  forgotten  while  the 
deeds  of  loyal  Iowans  are  sought  for  by  future  historians.  Of  such  men  the 
world  has  none  too  many. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 


DOVER  TOWNSHIP. 

The  first  permanent  settler  in  this  township  was  Lewis  Kerr,  who  came 
with  his  family  in  1848.  His  mother,  one  sister  and  two  brothers,  John  and 
Thomas,  accompanied  him.  They  erected  the  first  log  cabin  in  the  township, 
immediately  after  the  removal  of  the  Indians.  Eliff  Johnson  came  the  same 
year,  but  John  Downey  broke  the  first  land  in  the  township  and  soon  after 
sold  his  claim  to  Jacob  Rosier,  who,  with  his  brothers,  George  N.  and  William 
M„  located  on  sections  7,  29  and  32.  Benjamin  Iliff  came  in  1849,  and  built 
a  log  house  on  section  7.  George  Morrison,  who  lived  across  the  line  in 
Auburn  township,  claimed  a  portion  of  this  section.  John  Turner,  E.  Pence, 
D.  F.  Soward  and  Eli  Elrod  came  in  1849,  and  the  little  colony  was  soon 
joined  by  Rev.  H.  S.  Brunson,  Elisha  Hartsough  and  Lookings  Clark.  In 
1850  R.  B.  Kincaid,  Lemuel  Iliff,  Nelson  Graham  and  Jacob  K.  Rosier  set¬ 
tled  with  their  families,  on  section  7,  at  ur  near  the  present  site  of  Eldorado. 
D.  Elrod  and  James  Iliff  came  during  this  year.  Jacob  Hoover  settled  on  sec- 
tin  29,  where  his  life  was  spent. 

Dover  township  was  organized  by  the  county  commissioners  in  October, 
1850,  and  the  organizing  election  ordered  for  the  third  Monday  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  following.  The  judges  appointed  to  hold  this  election  were  Jacob  Hoover, 
Benjamin  Iliff  and  Eli  Elrod,  the  voting  place  being  at  the  house  of  the  latter. 
Benjamin  Iliff  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  Lookings  Clark,  township  clerk, 
and  Alexander  Musselman,  constable.  In  the  spring  of  1850  Eli  Elrod  and 
J.  L.  Carson  built  a  saw-mill  on  the  Turkey  river  at  the  present  site  of  Eldo¬ 
rado,  and  111  1851  Mr.  Elrod,  who  was  then  sole  owner,  built  a  flouring-mill, 
which  was  the  beginning  of  Eldorado’s  later  prominence  as  a  pioneer  village. 
The  town  was  laid  out  in  November,  1852,  by  Eli  Elrod,  James  Anderson  and 
Thomas  Woodle,  with  their  wives,  and  the  plat  was  filed  for  record  January 
6,  1853,  and  again  filed  for  record  on  the  5th  of  May,  1865.  Eldorado  is 
located  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  18,  which  was  originally  owned  by 
Eli  Elrod. 

With  the  organization  of  the  township  and  the  establishment  of  its  only 
village,  settlers  began  to  come  more  rapidly,  and  among  those  who  came  in 
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the  early  fifties  we  mention  Thomas  Kincaid,  Rev.  John  Webb,  William 
Edgar,  James  George,  James  Anderson,  Bertel  Osselson,  Rev.  Greenup,  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Scott,  A.  J.  Sherman,  R.  R.  Nutting,  David  Thompson,  John  Barnes, 
B.  H.  and  C.  B.  Ropes,  William  Kent,  Ashur  Simar,  Vincent  Anderson,  Wil¬ 
liam  Andress,  James  Holmes,  C.  T.  Saboe,  Holver  Paulson,  Hiram  B.  Hoyt, 
William  Robinson,  C.  B.  Howe,  Samuel  Rich.  These  earliest  settlers  had  the 
choice  of  lands,  and  most  of  them  chose  the  Turkey  river  bottom  lands,  or  the 
heavily  timbered  sections  bordering  on  the  river,  and  to  the  south  of  it.  These 
sections  were  especially  desirable,  in  that  they  possessed  the  double  virtue  of 
being  fertile  and  at  the  same  time  having  sufficient  timber  for  buildings, 
fences,  etc.,  which  were  then  items  of  great  importance.  Fully  three-fourths  of 
Dover  township  was  originally  timber  land,  some  of  which  was  of  excellent 
quality,  embracing  both  hard  and  soft  wood  varieties,  including  considerable 
black  walnut,  a  little  pine  and  an  abundance  of  basswood,  or  linden.  But  the 
different  species  of  oak,  hickory,  maple,  ash  and  elm  predominated.  The 
Turkey  river  meanders  through  this  township,  from  northwest  to  southeast, 
its  course  through  the  township  being  some  fifteen  miles  long.  The  im¬ 
portance  of  this  section  of  the  county  as  a  farming  community  is  best  told  by 
stating  that  the  present  value  of  land  in  the  township,  listed  for  assessment 
purposes,  is  two  hundred  ten  thousand  three  hundred  and  three  dollars,  while 
the  value  of  its  personal  property,  seventy-two  thousand  one  hundred  fifty- 
seven  dollars,  is  only  exceeded  by  the  cities  of  Oelwein  and  West  Union.  No 
other  township  approaches  it  in  the  value  of  personal  property  listed  for 
taxation. 

J.  N.  Biff,  now  of  Webster  City,  Iowa,  and  son  of  Benjamin  Iliff,  who  was 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  township,  claims  that  his  father  was  the 
first  white  settler  at  the  “forks  of  the  Turkey;”  that  Lewis  Kerr  did  not  come 
with  his  family  until  the  summer  of  1850;  that  Eli  and  Dempsey  Elrod  came 
together  in  1850  ;  that  the  flouring  mill  at  Eldorado  was  built  before  the  saw¬ 
mill,  which  was  erected  soon  after,  etc.  These  are  not  material  points,  except 
the  matter  of  “first  settler.”  It  is  probable  that  Lewis  Kerr  did  not  bring 
his  family  to  the  new  settlement  until  1850,  but  well-confirmed  tradition  places 
him  there  as  a  house-holder  in  1848;  “immediately  after  the  removal  of  the 
Indians.”  But  the  same  authority  says  that  he  brought  his  family,  and  was 
“accompanied  by  his  mother,  one  sister  and  two  brothers.” 

Mr.  Iliff  mentions  the  first  “callers”  entertained  at  his  parental  home, 
and  we  can  imagine  the  impression  they  made  on  the  mind  of  a  lad  four  years 
old.  He  says,  “They  were  queer  looking  fishermen,  wearing  long  red  blankets 
thrown  loosely  over  their  shoulders,  with  buckskin  moccasins  and  feathery 
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head  gear.  They  carried  long  flint-lock  rifles,  a  big  knife  and  a  tomahawk. 
They  seemed  highly  elated  and  overly  curious.”  His  father  was  called  from 
his  work  near  by,  and  soon  had  the  Indians  smoking,  jabbering  and  grunting 
with  great  satisfaction.  Soon  they  began  to  leave  without  saying  good-bye, 
but  it  is  not  probable  that  the  boy  noticed  this  lack  of  courtesy !  The  visitors 
were  Winnebagoes  from  Fort  Atkinson,  where  they  had  been  cared  for  by 
the  government,  but  were  now  supposed  to  be  on  their  new  reservation  in 
Minnesota.  But  there  were  straggling  bands  of  Indians. who  frequently  vis¬ 
ited  the  early  settlements  for  several  years  after  the  removal  in  1848,  but  they 
were  peaceable  and  generally  harmless,  except  as  they  sometimes  imbibed  too 
much  of  the  white  man’s  “fire-water.”  Their  favorite  hunting  grounds  were 
in  the  heavy  timber  which  skirted  the  Turkey  river,  and  they  were  loth  to 
leave  the  habitation  of  their  fathers. 

In  the  fall  of  1850  the  first  Methodist  minister  made  his  appearance  in 
the  new  settlement  in  the  person  of  Elder  John  Webb.  He  put  up  at  the 
home  of  Benjamin  Iliff,  and  again  the  critical  eye  of  the  young  son,  Jasper 
N.,  “took  notes.”  He  noticed  that  the  preacher  was  tall  and  angular,  and 
that  he  had  to  stoop  to  get  in  at  the  cabin  door.  Elder  Webb  and  Mr.  Green¬ 
up,  previously  mentioned  among  the  early  settlers,  conducted  a  two  days’ 
meeting  in  the  unfinished  flouring  mill,  loose  boards  being  laid  down  for  a 
floor.  Both  these  men,  with  their  families,  became  residents  of  Eldorado, 
as  soon  as  lumber  could  be  sawed  with  which  to  build  their  houses.  Elder 
Brunson  soon  removed  from  the  township. 

Another  authority  gives  Rev.  John  Hindman  credit  with  holding  the 
first  religious  services  in  the  town  and  township,  and  gives  the  date,  October 
29,  1849,  at  the  home  of  Benjamin  Iliff.  Mr.  Hindman  was  a  Methodist. 
These  conflicts  of  dates,  however  immaterial,  tend  to  show  the  treachery  of 
the  memory,  and  that  none  are  infallible. 

But  it  is  generally  conceded  that  James  A.  Iliff,  now  of  West  Union, 
was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Dover  township,  that  event  occurring  on 
the  13th  of  April,  1850.  His  mother,  Mrs.  Alvina,  wife  of  Benjamin  Iliff, 
died  November  15th  of  the  same  year,  and  this  was  the  first  death  in  the  new 
colony.  Benjamin  Iliff  opened  the  first  store  in  Eldorado,  and  was  also  the 
first  postmaster  in  the  place. 

The  first  school  in  the  township  was  opened  in  the  summer  of  1851, 
in  a  log  cabin  in  section  31.  One  authority  says  Sarah  Stafford  Was  the 
teacher,  and  another  says  Arabella  Nutting  was  entitled  to  the  honor.  Both 
statements  emanate  from  early  pioneer  authority. 

The  first  bridge  to  span  the  Turkey  at  Eldorado  was  built  by  subscrip- 
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tion  in  1855.  It  was  succeeded  by  an  iron  structure  in  1870,  at  the  expense 
of  the  county,  and  this  has  been  replaced  or  repaired  as  occasion  demanded, 
the  road  which  it  connects  being  one  of  the  early  thoroughfares  between 
West  Union  and  Calmer,  and  other  points  north  and  south. 

CHURCHES. 

The  first  school  house  in  Eldorado  was  erected  in  1854,  the  school  pre¬ 
viously  mentioned  serving  the  people  of  the  village  until  this  time,  though 
at  some  inconvenience  and  danger,  especially  when  the  river  was  high.  A 
United  Brethren  church  was  erected  in  the  village  in  1859.  Subsequently  it 
was  taken  apart  and  moved  to  Auburn,  and  the  continuing  members  allied 
themselves  with  the  church  elsewhere.  A  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was 
organized  in  Eldorado  during  the  winter  of  1849-50,  presumably  by  Rev. 
John  Hindman,  who  preached  the  first  sermon  in  the  township,  though  this 
statement  is  disputed  in  the  interest  of  Rev.  John  Webb,  whom  the  narrator 
himself  says,  “came  in  the  fall  of  this  year,”  meaning  in  1850.  The  Meth¬ 
odist  church  was  built  in  1869,  but  was  not  dedicated  until  January  2,  1871. 
The  building  committee  was  James  George,  Richard  Dewey,  James  Young, 
George  K.  Eckert  and  Thomas  Kincaid,  familiar  names  in  Dover  township 
early  history.  In  later  years  William  Oberdorf,  Samuel  Dewey  and  Andrew 
Reed  became  prominently  associated  with  this  church  in  official  capacities, 
and  so  continued  until  their  removal  from  the  township.  Nearly  all  the  early 
members  of  this  church  are  dead.  For  fuller  history  of  this  church,  and  for 
the  record  of  the  German  Lutheran  church,  see  the  special  articles  on  these 
subjects.  A  Sunday  school  was  organized  at  the  house  of  Benjamin  Iliff, 
by  Eli  Elrod  and  others,  in  1850,  and  this  has  been  a  continuing  institution, 
with  seldom  a  break  in  its  weekly  meetings. 

Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  work  of  Rev.  G.  Blessin,  pastor 
of  the  German  Lutheran  church  at  Eldorado.  Nearly  thirty-five  years  of 
his  life  have  been  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  church  and  its  people  in  this 
county,  his  present  pastorate  extending  over  nearly  all  of  this  time.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  his  pastoral  duties,  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  social  and  educa¬ 
tional  affairs  in  the  village,  particularly  as  a  teacher  of  his  self-constituted 
parochial  school,  and  as  a  teacher  of  music  in  the  village  and  elsewhere.  No 
man  could  have  been  more  useful  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  moral  and  intel¬ 
lectual  status  of  the  community.  We  refer  with  a  great  deal  of  pride  to  his 
special  articles  in  this  work  on  “German-American  Citizenship”  and  the 
“German  Lutheran  Church  in  Fayette  county.” 
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THE  MILLING  INDUSTRY. 

Several  saw-mills  and  grist-mills  were  erected  along  the  banks  of  the 
Turkey  in  early  times,  some  of  which  continued  in  active  operation  until  with¬ 
in  comparatively  recent  years,  but  most  of  them  gave  way  to  floods  and  fire. 
A  steam  saw-mill  'was  erected  in  1853  by  Newton,  Walcott  &  Towner,  on 
section  32,  at  a  place  locally  known  as  “Bloomertown,”  which  was  continued 
in  operation  for  many  years.  Latterly  it  was  owned  and  operated  by  Abram 
Geil,  who  sold  it  to  John  Sphar,  who  now  operates  it  when  its  services  are 
demanded.  But  the  portable  saw-mill  has  taken  the  place  of  the  permanent 
ones,  thus  substituting  the  hauling  of  the  mill  for  the  old  custom  of  hauling 
the  logs.  There  is  yet  a  large  traffic  in  this  line  of  work  in  the  timbered 
sections  of  the  county.  Alexander  Musselman  built  a  saw-mill  in  early  days 
about  a  mile  below  the  Eldorado  bridge  which  still  has  a  nominal  existence. 
That  place  was  known  for  many  years  as  “Slabtown.” 

The  Dover  mills,  owned  and  operated  in  early  days  by  Burnham  & 
Granger,  was  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  the  township  during  the  time 
when  it  was  customary  to  do  grinding  for  “toll.”  But  this  property  gave 
way  to  the  ravages  of  the  raging  Turkey,  as  did  many  other  industries  along 
its  course.  The  Eldorado  mills  are  still  in  operation,  and  have  been  improved 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  times,  though  the  volume  of  business  done  is 
much  less  than  in  earlier  days. 

Eldorado  is  a  flourishing  village  with  two  stores,  mechanical  shops  and 
minor  industries.  Its  natural  surroundings  are  extremely  beautiful.. 

This  township,  with  its  sheltering  river  bluffs  and  timber,  seems  to  be 
specially  adapted  to  fruit-growing,  comparing  favorably  in  this  respect  with 
any  township  in  the  county.  Some  excellent  orchards,  and  a  great  diversity 
of  products,  are  found  in  this  township  and  good  prizes  have  been  awarded 
Dover  township  fruits  at  both  county  and  state  fairs.  Some  small  nurseries 
are  also  profitably  conducted  by  men  schooled  in  such  work.  Without  dis¬ 
paragement  to  the  work  of  others,  we  mention  the  farms  of  William  A.  An¬ 
derson,  Henry  George  and  Adam  Johnson  as  being  specially  well  equipped  for 
the  growing  of  prize-taking  fruits  and  grains.  Others  excel  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  heavy  hogs,  while  still  others  give  special  attention  to  the  rearing 
of  horses  and  cattle. 

It  is  said  that  a  “Know-Nothing”  lodge  existed  in  Eldorado  in  very 
early  times,  the  garret  of  Elrod’s  flouring  mill  being  used  as  a  lodge  room. 
This  was  reached  by  means  of  an  outside  ladder.  “Black-balled”  candi¬ 
dates  for  initiation,  who  had  the  presumption  to  climb  the  ladder  in  search  of 
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that  which  had  been  denied  them,  were  treated  to 
made  from  mill-sweepings,  and  this  usually  dissuaded 
ing  the  “mysteries  of  the  order!” 

A  Good  Templars  lodge  also  had  an  existence 
days,  but  this  has  long  since  ceased  to  exist. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

There  are  nine  rural  independent  school  districts  in  Dover  township  in 
which  were  enrolled  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  of  the  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  pupils  of  school  age,  with  a  total  average  attendance  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  during  the  year  ending  July  i,  1909.  One  male  teacher  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  township  at  a  salary  of  forty  dollars  per  month,  and  the  female 
teachers  received  salaries  ranging  from  thirty-three  dollars  to  forty  dollars 
per  month.  Average  duration  of  schools  in  the  entire  township,  seven  and 
three-tenths  months.  Average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil  two 
dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents.  Value  of  school  houses,  five  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ten  dollars ;  value  of  school  apparatus,  nine  hundred  and  five  dol¬ 
lars;  number  of  volumes  in  school  libraries,  four  hundred  and  three. 

Wild  game,  especially  deer,  was  plentiful  in  Dover  township  from  the 
time  the  white  settlers  began  to  locate  there  until  the  winter  of  1856-7.  That 
winter  was  exceptionally  severe,  with  deep  snow  from  early  winter  until  late 
in  the  spring.  The  snow  was  crusted  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  difficult 
for  the  deer  to  get  away  from  the  hunters  and  their  dogs,  and  nearly  all  were 
slaughtered — many  of  them  wantonly,  we  believe.  This  was  equally  true  of 
other  localities  in  the  county,  and  but  few  deer  have  been  found  here  since  the 
eventful  winter  of  1856-7. 


a  bucketful  of  batter 
further  efforts  in  seek- 
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EDEN  TOWNSHIP. 

This  township,  formerly  a  part  of  Auburn,  was  organized  in  1852,  with  a 
voting  population  of  nine.  It  is  generally  believed  that  James  Austin,  who 
built  a  cabin  on  section  11,  in  1849,  was  the  first  actual  settler,  but  he  soon 
sold  his  claim  to  Baldwin  Kirkpatrick,  and  is  thereafter  better  known  among 
the  pioneers  of  Windsor  township. 

Eden  is  one  of  the  best  agricultural  townships  in  the  county,  its  soil  being 
specially  adapted  to  diversified  farming  and  general  stock  raising,  elements 
which  together  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  pioneers  during  their  first 
efforts  at  home-making.  The  land  is  generally  rolling  prairie,  except  along 
the  Turkey  river  and  Crane  creek,  where  there  was  considerable  timber  in 
early  days.  The  banks  of  these  streams  are  comparatively  low  as  they  pass 
through  this  township,  and  the  typical  “Turkey  river  bluffs/'  as  found  else¬ 
where  in  the  county,  are  mostly  lacking  in  Eden  township.  Besides  the  two 
principal  streams  already  mentioned,  there  are  many  smaller  creeks  and  spring 
branches  which  drain  the  land  and  render  it  ideal  for  stock-raising. 

Unlike  most  of  the  other  townships  of  the  county,  the  first  settlers  in 
Eden  did  not  at  once  establish  a  village,  but  located  on  their  farm  homes  and 
were  content  to  do  their  trading  at  towns  established  in  other  sections,  or 
even  in  adjoining  counties.  The  northwest  quarter  of  Eden  township  was 
settled  almost  exclusively  by  Irish  people,  some  of  them  direct  from  the 
Emerald  Isle,  but  mostly  from  other  sections  of  our  own  country.  The  de¬ 
scendants  of  these  early  families  still  occupy  the  old  homesteads  or  have  drifted 
into  other  lines  of  business,  but  most  of  them  are  in  some  day  identified  with 
the  original  homesteads.  Some  of  our  most  efficient  county  officers  have  come 
from  the  early  farm  homes  in  northwestern  Eden. 

The  first  school  in  this  township  was  taught  in  a  private  house  in  the 
spring  of  1854,  by  Hannah  Tiff.  In  the  same  year  a  log  school  house  was 
built  on  section  24  (at  the  later  village  of  Eden),  and  Miss  Murray  was  the 
first  teacher  there. 

St.  Rose’s  church,  established  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  township, 
was  the  first  religious  organization  in  Eden,  if  we  except  the  work  of  the 
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traveling  pioneer  ministers  who  occasionally  held*  services  at  the  cabins  of  the 
people.  This  church  was  built  in  1857,  and  was  dedicated  by  Bishop  Loras, 
as  appears  more  fully  in  the  article  on  the  Catholic  church  in  Fayette  county. 
For  the  history  of  St.  Mary’s  Catholic  church  in  Waucoma,  the  reader  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  same  article. 

The  schools  of  Eden  township  are  organized  under  the  district  township 
system,  there  being  eight  sub-districts,  controlled  by  a  board  of  eight  sub¬ 
directors,  each  endowed  with  legal  authority  to  manage  his  own  school  (under 
certain  restrictions).  There  are  eight  school  houses  in  the  district  township, 
valued  at  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  with  school  apparatus  valued 
at  one  hundred  twenty-two  dollars,  and  five  hundred  ten  volumes  in  the  school 
libraries.  At  the  taking  of  the  last  enumeration  there  were  one  hundred 
ninety  pupils  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years,  of  whom  one  hun¬ 
dred  fifty-four  were  enrolled  in  the  schools,  with  an  average  daily  attendance 
of  ninety-nine.  The  average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil  was 
two  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents.  Duration  of  schools,  eight  months.  Teach¬ 
ers  employed,  two  males  and  nine  females,  at  an  average  compensation  of 
thirty-five  dollars  per  month. 


WAUCOMA. 

Waucoma  is  the  principal  town  in  Eden  township,  and  dates  its  exist¬ 
ence  from  1855,  when  Baldwin  Kirkpatrick  built  the  first  house  on  the  town 
plat.  The  land  upon  which  this  town  is  located  was  entered  by  J.  P.  Webster 
in  1854,  and  Mr.  Webster  laid  out  the  town  in  the  same  year.  At  first,  and 
for  many  years,  the  town  had  a  tardy  growth,  but  the  advent  of  the  Daven¬ 
port  and  St.  Paul  branch  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railway,  in 
1 879,  g-ave  the  village  a  new  lease  of  life,  and  it  has  since  had  a  steady  and 
prosperous  growth.  It  has  always  been  the  principal  town  in  Eden  township, 
and  is  today  fully  abreast  of  all  the  trading  points  in  the  county,  and  is  a 
progressive  and  flourishing  town,  peopled  with  a  class  of  public-spirited  citi¬ 
zens  whose  influence,  money  and  enterprise  have  made  Waucoma  an  up-to-date 
and  prosperous  town. 

This  town  was  incorporated  in  July,  1883,  and  J.  P.  Webster  was  elected 
first  mayor.  This  venerable  pioneer  has  served  in  that  capacity  about  twenty 
of  the  twenty-seven  years  of  the  corporate  existence  of  the  town,  though  not 
continuously.  Other  mayors  elected  in  the  town  were  Dr.  O.  B.  Dodd,  Ace 
Webster,  G.  W.  Bowers,  W.  H.  Stone  and  L.  A.  Miller,  with  J.  P.  Webster, 
the  present  incumbent. 
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The  postoffice  was  established  soon  after  the  town  was  laid  out,  and  Milo 
Goodell  was  the  first  postmaster.  He  was  succeeded  by  J.  P.  Webster.  Other 
postmasters,  in  order  of  appointment,  were  L.  J.  Smith,  K.  M.  Burnside,  J.  J. 
Kieron,  J.  M.  Burnside,  A.  F.  Gressler,  and  J.  W.  Reed,  the  present  incum¬ 
bent.  In  early  days  this  office  was  on  the  “star  route”  between  Osage  and 
West  Union,  and  mails  were  delivered  but  twice  a  week.  It  is  now  a  third 
class  office,  having  several  daily  mails. 

The  Waucoma  Sentinel  is  the  only  newspaper  in  the  town,  it  having  been 
established  in  the  seventies  (see  article  on  the  Public  Press).  E.  B.  Stillman, 
an  experienced  newspaper  man,  was  at  the  head  of  the  Sentinel  for  a  number 
of  years  in  its  early  history.  It  has  always  been  a  spicy  and  readable  weekly 
paper. 

The  Waucoma  mill  was  one  of  the  earliest  industries  established  in  the 
town,  and  one  which  did  more  than  anything  else  to  bring  trade  and  develop 
business.  It  was  at  first  equipped  with  the  old-fashioned  stone  buhrs,  but 
with  the  progress  of  the  times  it  became  a  full  roller  system  and  turned  out  as 
fine  a  quality  of  products  as  any  of  its  competitors.  At  present  this  mill  is 
operated  exclusively  for  the  grinding  of  feed,  buckwheat,  etc.,  and  has  aban¬ 
doned  flour-making  since  the  failure  in  the  spring  wheat  crops. 

The  first  hotel  in  Waucoma  was  operated  by  Milo  Goodell  and  was  known 
as  the  Empire  House.  A  little  later  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  “Uncle  Bill" 
Scovil,  who  operated  it  after  a  manner  peculiarly  his  own,  for  many  years. 
The  Commercial  House  and  the  Palace  Hotel  were  later  additions ;  the  latter, 
and  the  best  hotel  Waucoma  has  ever  had,  was  burned  in  January,  1907,  and 
the  Commercial  suffered  a  similar  fate  in  the  autumn  of  1908.  In  each  case 
other  property  was  destroyed,  these  being  the  greatest  fire  losses  the  town  has 
ever  sustained. 

CHURCHES. 

Numerous  church  organizations  have  existed  in  Waucoma  from  time  to 
time,  but  some  of  them  have  not  sustained  their  early  organizations,  while 
others  have  come  and  superseded  them.  Of  the  former,  we  mention  the  Christ¬ 
ian  denomination,  who  were  among  the  early  occupants  of  the  field,  but  their 
organization  went  down. 

In  1874  both  the  Congregational  and  United  Brethren  people  effected 
organizations  in  the  town  and  held  their  services  in  the  school  house.  But 
the  church  organization  of  the  Congregationalists  was  effected  in  the  country, 
and  later  removed  to  Waucoma,  where  they  built  the  first  church  edifice.  In 
1894  this  congregation  built  their  present  house  of  worship,  and  this  is  the 
principal  Protestant  organization  in  the  town. 
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A  revival  meeting  was  held  in  1874  by  Rev.  M.  S.  Drury  and  his  son, 
Rev.  M.  R.  Drury,  of  the  United  Brethren  denomination,  the  latter  being  then 
the  pastor  of  the  church  at  West  Union.  Excellent  results  were  attained  and 
a  strong  class  was  organized  which  flourished  for  a  number  of  years.  They 
built  a  church  and  maintained  a  successful  organization,  until  a  change  in 
the  church  curriculum  divided  the  members  on  doctrinal  points  into  two  organ¬ 
izations,  known  as  “Radicals”  and  “Liberals,”  neither  of  which  was  financially 
able  to  sustain  their  weakened  organizations,  and  the  Waucoma  church  lost 
its  identity,  and  the  building  was  sold  to  the  Methodists.  The  last  named 
society  still  maintains  its  organization,  as  appears  more  fully  in  the  history 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  Fayette  county  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

From  the  earliest  days  of  Waucoma  history,  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  population  have  been  people  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  and  these  were 
somewhat  inconvenienced  by  being  compelled  to  attend  services,  if  at  all,  at 
St.  Rose  church,  some  three  or  four  miles  distant.  The  question  of  moving 
the  church  to  the  town  had  long  been  considered,  and  yet  the  settlers  around 
the  old  church  objected  to  its  removal.  It  was  finally  decided,  however,  to 
establish  a  new  church  for  the  accommodation  of  those  who  could  attend 
services  more  conveniently  in  the  town,  and  leave  the  old  church  undisturbed. 
This  was  finally  done,  and  St.  Mary’s  church,  in  Waucoma,  was  organized  in 
1899,  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Father  Hogan,  the  present  pastor  of  the 
church  in  Waucoma.  A  neat  and  commodious  church  edifice  was  erected,  at 
a  cost  of  thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  besides  a  comfortable  and 
modern  parish  house. 

WAUCOMA  SCHOOL. 

The  first  school  house  within  the  present  limits  of  Waucoma  was  erected 
in  i860,  and  three  years  later  a  new  frame  school  building  was  built  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  increasing  population.  A  graded  school  was  established  in 
early  days,  and  it  has  always  been  one  of  the  material  points  in  municipal 
affairs  to  procure  the  best  teaching  talent  to  be  found,  and  Waucoma  has  been 
justly  proud  of  her  schools,  even  when  only  a  straggling  village.  The  inde¬ 
pendent  district  of  Waucoma  came  into  existence  prior  to  the  incorporation 
of  the  town,  and  in  1882  the  district  built  the  first  part  of  the  present  brick 
school  house,  to  which  an  extensive  addition  was  made  in  1891,  at  a  total  cost 
of  five  thousand  dollars.  There  are  four  rooms  in  the  building,  employing 
four  teachers,  one  male  and  three  females,  the  former  at  seventy-five  dollars 
per  month,  and  the  latter  at  an  average  compensation  of  thirty-six  dollars 
and  sixty-seven  cents ;  duration  of  school  year,  nine  months.  During  the  last 
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year,  sixteen  non-resident  pupils  received  instruction  in  the  high  school  depart¬ 
ment,  for  which  the  district  realized  from  tuition,  one  hundred  seventy-nine 
dollars  and  seventy-five  cents.  There  are  one  hundred  sixty-three  pupils  of 
school  age  in  the  district,  of  whom  one  hundred  thirty  were  enrolled  in  the 
schools,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  one  hundred  two.  The  average 
cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil  was  one  dollar  and  eighty-one  cents. 
There  are  three  hundred  seventy  volumes  in  the  district  library,  and  the  school 
apparatus  is  valued  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

EDEN. 

The  village  of  Eden  is  a  little  hamlet  located  on  section  24  which  has 
had  a  nominal  existence  since  1856.  In  the  year  last  written  Oliver  Stone 
erected  a  saw-mill  on  the  Little  Turkey,  which  passes  through  the  village, 
and  around  this  centered  quite  a  number  of  early  pioneer  homes.  Being  lo¬ 
cated  in  a  rich  farming  district,  the  small  amount  of  business  which  the  village 
stimulated  was  of  that  substantial  kind  which  encourages  the  merchant  and 
enables  him  to  continue.  During  the  days  when  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry 
wielded  a  strong  influence  in  this  county,  a  Grange  store  was  established  at 
Eden,  and  conducted  successfully  for  a  number  of  years  by  George  L.  Noble, 
manager.  But  that  feature  was  abandoned  many  years  ago,  and  there  is  now 
one  small  store  there,  owned  and  operated  by  R.  F.  Rogers,  an  early  settler 
and  prominent  citizen  in  the  township. 

BANKING. 

The  first  banking  accommodations  here  was  the  private  bank  of  S.  B. 
Zeigler  &  Company  which  concern  had  a  chain  of  banks  in  this  county.  Its 
date  was  November,  1882.  W.  H.  Stone  \vas  its  cashier.  He  bought  the 
bank  out  and  established  the  Bank  of  Waucoma  in  1887,  a  private  bank. 

LODGES. 

A  lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  was  organized  in 
October,  1875,  and  now  has  a  membership  of  sixty-six;  meets  over  the  Bank 
of  Waucoma. 

Standard  Lodge  No.  351,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  was  organ¬ 
ized  May  14,  1875,  with  the  following  charter  members  and  officers:  A.  P. 
Fowler,  worshipful  master;  W.  E.  Bender,  senior  warden;  Linus  Fox,  junior 
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warden;  Henry  Felker,  secretary;  James  Miller,  treasurer;  O.  B.  Dodd,  senior 
deacon;  William  Miller,  junior  deacon;  John  Lawrence,  tyler;  Robert  Patter¬ 
son,  senior  steward;  Vol.  Johnson,  junior  steward.  The  lodge  now  has  a 
membership  of  sixty.  It  is  the  only  lodge  in  the  county  owning  its  own  hall, 
a  fine  brick  with  the  postoffice  on  the  first  floor.  This  was  erected  in  1895. 

A  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  was  organized  in  1879.  Only 
twelve  survivors  of  the  Civil  war  are  now  members  at  this  post. 

The  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Camp  No.  4306,  organized  May  14, 
1897,  has  seventy-five  members  at  this  date.  Present  officers  are:  L.  J.  Gibbs, 
venerable  consul;  J.  B.  Steel,  worthy  advisor;  Jo.  Mitchell,  banker;  F.  B. 
Reed,  clerk.  Meets  in  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  Hall.  The  camp 
has  a  Royal  Neighbor  auxiliary. 

BRIDGES. 

At  an  early  day  the  Turkey  was  spanned  by  two  bridges  near  this  point — 
one  up  stream  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  one  at  the  lower  end  of  town. 
Both  were  of  the  old  type  of  Howe  truss  wooden  bridges.  As  time  and  floods 
swept  by,  many  repairs  and  new  structures  had  to  be  built,  and  finally  in  1872 
a  new  and  more  modern  one  was  built  on  the  site  of  the  present  bridge.  That 
served  until  1890,  when  the  Chicago  Bridge  Company  erected  the  present  steel 
structure,  costing  Fayette  county  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

In  1876,  D.  P.  Moody  established  a  creamery  at  Waucoma  and  later 
sold  to  Webster  &  Webb,  who  operated  the  same  until  it  was  burned,  after 
which  the  Farmers  Creamery  Company  was  organized  and  incorporated  in 
1889  and  re-incorporated  for  twenty  years  more  in  1909.  They  gather  cream 
over  regular  routes. 


PRESENT  BUSINESS  INTERESTS. 

Drugs — Burnside  &  Knight. 

Hardware — George  King  &  Son,  Blong  &  Kolbert. 
Implement  Dealers — James  McEnaney. 

General  Merchandise — Fred  McKay,  Bright  &  Webster. 
Grocers — Servoss  &  Sperry,  Fred  Reed,  Mrs.  Anna  Beebe. 
Furniture — Blong  &  Colbert,  John  Reed. 

Jeweler — C.  A.  Kohout. 

Grain  Dealers — Webster  Brothers  and  James  McEnaney. 
Bank — The  Bank  of  Waucoma. 
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Harness  Shop — M.  B.  Wilson. 

Lumber  Dealers — Webster  Brothers. 

Livery  Stables — L.  Young  and  Robert  Scott. 

Meat  Market — Bert  Stribling. 

Newspaper — The  Sentinel. 

Blacksmith  shops — Will  Kent,  M.  Stribling. 

Restaurants — F.  B.  Reed  and  Mrs.  A.  Beebe. 

Feed  Mill — Will  Twambley. 

Creamery — Farmers  Creamery  Company. 

Opera  House — Mrs.  J.  J.  Kieron. 

Photograph  Gallery — J.  P.  Eskildsen. 

Physicians  and  Surgeons — Drs.  O.  B.  Dodd  (retired),  Fox  &  Hobby, 
E.  S.  Kaufman  (homeopathic)  and  Dr.  Smittel. 

Hotel — Mrs.  Anna  B.  Beebe. 

Wagon  shop — William  Barbour. 

Millinery — Mrs.  M.  Husband. 

Attorney-at-law — A.  C.  Boylan. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Norris  came  from  Illinois  to  Chickasaw  county,  ten  miles  north 
of  Waucoma,  in  the  fifties,  and  to  Waucoma  in  i860,  and  practiced  here  until 
his  death,  in  1865.  Then  came  Dr.  Olmstead,  who  remained  only  a  short 
time.  The  third  doctor  at  Waucoma  was  Dr.  O.  B.  Dodd,  who  still  resides 
there,  but  has  practically  retired  from  the  practice,  though  he  is  called  in 
extreme  cases  and  as  counsel.  (See  medical  chapter). 

ALPHA. 

By  Mrs.  Anna  Holton  and  Almon  Davis. 

The  village  of  Alpha  is  located  on  Crane  creek,  section  32,  Eden  town¬ 
ship,  and  was  originally  a  part  of  the  farm  owned  by  Philander  Davis.  It 
was  surveyed  and  platted  about  1870,  by  E.  D.  Gazley,  as  it  was  necessary 
that  the  town  should  be  named  before  the  plat  could  be  recorded,  Mr.  Davis 
said  his  wife  should  name  it.  She  said  as  it  would  be  the  first  town  on  Crane 
creek,  they  would  call  it  Alpha,  as  that  meant  the  “beginning.”  But  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  the  town  was  more  generally  known  as  Johnson’s  Mill.  The  first 
house  was  built  during  the  fall  of  1869,  by  Samuel  Johnson,  who,  with  his 
son  Volney  N.,  had  bought  the  water  power  the  preceding  winter  or  spring. 
During  the  winter  of  1869-70,  timber  was  hauled  from  the  Auburn  woods, 
and  lumber  from  Lawler,  and  work  was  begun  both  on  the  mill  and  dam  early 
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in  the  spring  of  1870.  The  work  on  the  mill  was  carried  on  so  expeditiously 
under  the  supervision  of  a  millwright  by  the  name  of  Taft,  that  the  people 
in  the  vicinity  held  a  4th  of  July  picnic  in  it,  that  being  the  first  4th  of  July 
demonstration  held  in  Alpha.  The  mill  was  completed  and  in  operation  early 
in  the  autumn.  Harley  Wade  was  the  first  miller.  Flour  was  made  and 
shipped  quite  extensively  for  several  years,  but  at  present  only  buckwheat  and 
feed  grinding  is  done.  After  numerous  changes  in  ownership,  this  property  is 
now  owned  and  operated  by  A.  A.  Finch.  The  first  blacksmithing  was  done 
by  Tyler  and  Perkins,  in  a  board  shanty  on  the  east  side  of  the  road,  at  the 
north  end  of  the  bridge.  In  the  fall  of  1870,  Mr.  Perkins  built  the  stone 
shop,  and  sold  it  to  Thomas  Bartie  in  1871.  Some  of  those  who  have  either 
owned  or  worked  in  the  old  shop  for  some  considerable  length  of  time  are 
Thomas  Bartie,  Chauncey  Bronson,  Thompson  and  Tabor,  George  Broadbent, 
Albert  Broadbent,  Frank  Fisk,  and  others.  The  building  was  Owned  for 
some  years  by  C.  C.  Dykins,  who  sold  it  to  the  Davis  brothers.  The  “old 
stone  shop,”  which  for  thirty-eight  years  was  a  landmark  in  Alpha,  was  torn 
down  by  Almon  Davis,  in  1908,  and  a  two-story  brick  building  erected  on  the 
site.  The  first  story  of  this  building  is  used  by  Mr.  Davis  as  a  hardware  store, 
and  the  upper  story  is  used  by  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen  as  a  lodge  room. 

The  first  wagon  shop  was  built  by  the  Davis  brothers,  who  did  wagon 
making  and  general  repair  work.  This  building  was  sold  to  F.  D.  Talcott, 
who  moved  and  enlarged  it,  and  put  in  a  blacksmithing  outfit.  This  prop¬ 
erty  has  changed  hands  several  times,  Fred  Thelman  owning  it  and  working 
there  quite  a  number  of  years.  It  is  now  owned  by  Almon  Davis  and  son,  D. 
D.  Davis,  who  have  rebuilt  it,  and  put  in  a  gasoline  engine,  saw,  lathes  and 
other  machinery,  making  it  a  first-class  blacksmith  and  wagon  shop. 

In  the  summer  of  1871  C.  C.  Dykins  built  the  first  store  building,  and 
put  in  a  stock  of  general  merchandise.  This  building  has  been  used  continu¬ 
ously  as  a  store,  and  is  now  occupied  by  Gager  Brothers,  with  general  merchan¬ 
dise  and  postoffice.  The  Bethel  postoffice  was  moved  to  Alpha  about  1879, 
and  the  name  changed  to  Alpha.  Philander  Davis  was  the  first  postmaster, 
and  George  Bowers,  deputy.  Mr.  Davis  soon  resigned  in  favor  of  Mr.  Bow¬ 
ers.  The  office  Was  turned  over  to  R.  S.  Brayton  in  1883,  and  after  his  death 
in  1890,  his  wife,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Brayton,  was  appointed  postmistress,  which  office 
she  filled  until  June,  1907,  when  she  resigned  in  favor  of  E.  E.  Gager.  About 
1887,  the  Day  Brothers  put  up  a  small  building  for  creamery  purposes,  the 
machinery  being  operated  by  horse  tread-power.  The  building  was  burned  in 
September,  1888,  and  the  Farmers  Co-operative  Creamery  Association  was 
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formed  the  same  fall.  A  new  building  was  erected,  equipped  and  in  operation 
by  the  following  January.  After  twenty  years  use,  the  building  was  torn 
down  and  a  brick  structure  was  erected  in  1908  and  equipped  with  all  modern 
conveniences ;  and  now  Alpha  has  a  creamery  to  be  proud  of.  The  report  for 
the  year  ending  October,  1909,  was  one  hundred  seventy  thousand  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-seven  pounds  of  butter  manufactured,  and  actual  cash  receipts, 
forty-four  thousand  two  hundred  nineteen  dollars  and  twenty-four  cents.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  spring  or  summer  of  1880  the  building  now  occupied  by  E.  F.  Sheldon, 
as  restaurant  and  grocery,  was  built  by  Doctor  Stearns,  and  a  stock  of  drup-s 
was  placed  in  it.  After  a  few  months  the  Doctor  left,  and  the  drugs  were 
moved  away,  since  which  time  Alpha  has  had  no  resident  physician. 

M.  B.  Wilson  put  in  the  first  harness  shop  in  1887,  and  continued  here 
in  the  business  five  years.  Frank  West  is  the  present  harnessmaker,  and  is 
doing  a  good  business.  The  tonsorial  chair  has  for  years  been  looked  after 
by  William  Patterson.  In  1883,  L.  W.  Drake  put  up  a  new  building,  and 
filled  it  with  a  stock  of  goods.  The  building  is  now  occupied  by  Richmond 
&  Chapman,  with  general  merchandise. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  been  at  some  time  in  the  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness  in  Alpha :  C.  C.  Dykins,  George  Bowers,  L.  W.  Drake,  A.  L.  Davis,  J.  B. 
Hathaway,  James  Patterson,  C.  F.  Carr,  F.  J.  McIntyre,  and  C.  Brayton, 
general  merchandise;  Herman  Schmudluck,  J.  A.  Hathaway,  Eugene  Finch, 
and  Almon  Davis,  hardware. 

The  first  school  house  in  the  district  was  built  by  S.  H.  Stine,  in  the  fall 
of  1867,  and  the  first  term  of  school  was  taught  by  Henry  A.  Bender.  The 
first  marriage  in  the  town  was  A.  E.  Davis  to  Record  Jewett,  in  November, 
1870.  It  is  believed  the  first  child  born  was  Mamie  Bartie,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Bartie.  The  first  death,  Sammy  Bronson,  little  son  of  Chauncey 
Bronson. 

The  only  serious  accident  that  has  occurred  in  the  town  was  on  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  1902,  when  a  shadow  of  gloom  was  cast  over  the  entire  community 
by  the  death  of  Robert  Patterson  (miller),  who  was  caught  in  the  machinery, 
and  instantly  killed. 

Alpha  is  a  town  of  some  note  abroad,  as  it  is  quite  a  summer  resort.  It 
has  its  beautiful  little  park,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  owned  and  cared 
for  by  J.  T.  Gager,  who  has  also  a  gasoline  launch,  and  several  row  boats, 
and  a  commodious  boat  house  for  the  use  of  pleasure-seekers.  No  saloon  has 
ever  smirched  the  fair  record  of  our  town.  It  was  once  attempted,  but  was 
boycotted,  and  soon  was  moved  awav. 
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RELIGIOUS  AND  CIVIC  SOCIETIES. 

Religious  meetings  were  held  in  the  room  over  L.  W.  Drake’s  store  some 
time  during  the  eighties,  conducted  by  a  Congregational  minister,  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  Mumby.  A  Sunday  school  was  also  organized  in  the  same  place,  Charles 
A.  Husband  acting  as  superintendent. 

The  Ladies’  Aid  Society  was  organized  by  Rev.  Emmett  Hunt  in  1888, 
since  which  time  the  ladies  have  realized  over  three  thousand  dollars  by  their 
efforts. 

The  church  was  built  in  1889,  and  dedicated  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
denomination,  with  Rev.  Emmet  Hunt,  as  first  pastor. 

SOCIETIES. 

An  Independent  Order  Good  Templars  was  organized  in  July,  1889,  by 
Mrs.  Anna  M.  Tyng,  state  deputy,  and  still  holds  weekly  meetings.  A.  L. 
Davis  was  the  first  chief  templar.  In  connection  with  this  order,  a  Juvenile 
Templars  organization  was  instituted  by  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Lloyd,  and  continued 
its  meetings  for  twenty  years. 

Alpha  -Camp,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  was  organized  on  Febru¬ 
ary  24,  1898,  with  Ed.  Ostrander  as  first  venerable  consul,  and  J.  B.  Hath¬ 
away,  clerk. 

Bethel  Homestead,  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen,  was  instituted  in 
September,  1898  with  John  Waterworth  as  first  foreman. 

Alpha  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was  instituted 
January  25,  1908,  by  L.  W.  White,  grand  master  of  the  grand  lodge  of  Iowa, 
with  forty-three  charter  members.  Almon  Davis  was  first  noble  grand. 

ALPHA  TELEPHONE  COMPANY. 

This  company  was  organized  in  October,  1905,  the  object  at  first  being 
for  local  convenience,  but  the  system  spread,  until  now  it  covers  ninety  miles 
of  line,  has  three  hundred  and  one  shareholders,  owning  their  own  phones,  and 
the  company  owns  ninety  rented  phones.  Towns  reached  by  even  exchange 
are  as  follows:  Waucoma,  Lawler,  New  Hampton,  Jackson  Junction,  St. 
Lucas,  Eden,  Hawkeye,  Randalia,  Maynard,  Fredericksburg,  Calmar,  Ft. 
Atkinson,  and  Festina.  It  is  incorporated  as  the  Alpha  Telephone  Company, 
headquarters  at  Alpha,  where  the  central  office  is  located,  with  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Finch  tending  the  switchboard,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  public. 
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FAIRFIELD  TOWNSHIP. 

Strangely  enough,  the  early  history  of  this  township  centers  about  Tay- 
lorsville,  a  village  long  since  obliterated  from  the  map  of  Fayette  county  and 
which  survives  only  in  the  memory  of  the  early  settlers.  Its  formal  organiza¬ 
tion  as  an  election  precinct,  which  included  the  present  township  of  Fairfield 
and  the  south  half  of  Illyria,  was  provided  for  by  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners,  October  8,  1850,  and  the  first  election  was  held  at  the  house  of 
Jaied  Tayloi ,  with  Daniel  Finney,  Henry  Baker  and  David  King  as  judges 
of  the  election.  But  Fairfield  was  one  of  the  first  four  townships  surveyed 
in  this  county,  as  appears  more  fully  in  the  chapter  on  “County  Organization.” 
The  same  chapter  gives  names  of  some  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  town¬ 
ship,  as  well  as  the  establishment  of  the  first  road,  thus  showing  the  importance 
of  Taylorsville  as  an  early  town  and  trading  place.  The  opening  of  a  pub¬ 
lic  highway  from  the  county  line  east  of  Taylorsville,  through  that  town,  and 
on  to  West  Union,  was  one  of  the  first  official  acts  of  the  county  commission¬ 
ers,  elected  in  1850.  Reference  is  also  made  to  the  article,  elsewhere  in  this 
chapter,  “Recollections  of  Arlington  and  Vicinity,”  by  Hon.  James  Cooney, 
ex-county  attorney,  and  a  resident  of  Brush  Creek  for  many  years. 

It  is  believed  that  “Major”  Mumford's  was  the  first  white  family  to  locate 
within  the  present  boundaries  of  Fairfield  township.  But  little  is  known  of 
this  family  except  some  traditional  history.  Some  authorities  give  them 
credit  with  having  born  to  them  the  first  white  child  in  Fayette  county.  The 
circumstances  surrounding  this  case  are  somewhat  unique.  It  seems  that  the 
child  was  born  while  the  parents  were  temporarily  out  of  the  county — in  the 
brush  by  the  road-side,  in  Delaware  county.  But  as  their  only  home  at  the 
time  was  near  Brush  Creek,  where  they  had  made  a  claim  and  built  a  house, 
it  would  seem  to  be  fair  to  give  them  the  “benefit  of  the  doubt !”  The  Mum- 
fords  laid  their  claim  early  in  1840.  But  little  was  known  of  township  bound¬ 
aries  in  those  days,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  Mumfords  were  associated  with 
all  the  early  settlers  in  that  section  of  the  county.  Some  of  these  were  the 
Gamble  family,  who  came  in  the  fall  of  1840  and  moved  away  in  1842. 
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TEAGARDEN  MASSACRE. 

In  the  autumn  of  1842  two  men  came  to  the  locality  from  Dubuque  who 
figured  conspicuously  in  the  local  history  of  the  country.  These  were  Atwood 
and  Teagarden,  the  latter  buying  out  the  Gamble  claim.  Teagarden  brought 
his  family  of  wife  and  three  children  and  moved  into  the  Gamble  house,  At¬ 
wood,  a  bachelor,  going  to  live  with  them.  It  seems  that  their  principal  busi¬ 
ness  was  selling  whiskey  to  the  Indians,  and  this  led  to  interminable  trouble 
and  finally  the  murder  of  both  Teagarden  and  Atwood.  This  atrocious  crime 
was  the  result  of  a  dispute  over  the  possession  of  a  gun  which  an  Indian  had 
pawned  to  Atwood,  probably  for  whiskey.  During  the  night  of  March  25, 
1843,  Atwood  returned  from  Dubuque  with  a  barrel  of  whiskey,  and  found 
three  Indians  at  the  cabin  waiting  for  him.  The  Indian’s  gun  had  been  sold 
or  bartered  away,  and  the  red  man  insisted  upon  having  his  property.  The 
entire  company  of  five  proceeded  to  get  drunk,  but  it  seems  that  Atwood  and 
Teagarden  were  more  susceptible  to  the  influences  of  the  “fire  water’’  than  the 
Indians,  in  that  they  got  helplessly  drunk,  while  the  Indians  were  not;  and 
after  Atwood  and  Teagarden  were  laid  out  on  the  floor,  it  was  an  easy  mat¬ 
ter  for  the  Indians  to  tie  them,  hand  and  foot,  which  they  proceeded  to  do. 
They  then  leisurely  chopped  Atwood  to  pieces  with  their  tomahawks,  but  were 
more  considerate  in  disposing  of  Teagarden,  whom  they  shot  and  instantly 
killed.  They  also  killed  a  small  boy,  son  of  Teagarden’s,  and  seriously 
wounded  another  boy  and  a  girl  of  some  nine  or  ten  years,  leaving  them  all 
for  dead.  Fearing  trouble  before  the  drunken  quarrel  was  over,  Mrs.  Tea¬ 
garden  had  gone  to  the  Wilcox  home,  and  was  away  when  the  other  members 
of  the  family  were  murdered.  The  boy,  Isaac,  and  his  sister,  Marie,  survived 
their  injuries  and  grew  to  maturity,  married  and  removed  from  the  state  many 
years  ago.  After  completing  their  ghastly  work,  the  Indians  set  fire  to  the 
house,  stole  a  horse  from  the  stable,  and,  after  taking  possession  of  every¬ 
thing  of  value  to  them,  made  good  their  escape.  But  they  were  captured  some 
time  afterwards,  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  of  Clayton  county,  tried  and  con¬ 
victed,  but  none  of  them  ever  suffered  the  penalty  of  their  crimes.  One  was 
killed  by  his  fellows  in  a  fight  in  the  jail,  another  died,  and  the  other  escaped, 
but  was  killed  by  members  of  his  tribe.  The  unpronounceable  names  of  these 
worthless  savages  is  not  a  material  point  in  the  recital  of  this,  the  first  murder 
in  Fayette  county.  The  widow  of  Teagarden  married  Zopher  Perkins,  who 
lived  near  Taylorsville.  A  strange  coincidence  is  the  fact  that  an  older  son 
of  Teagarden,  who  lived  at  Dubuque  at  the  time  o'f  the  massacre,  came  to  the 
identical  locality  and  built  another  house  and  sold  liquor  to  the  Indians.  He 
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was  indicted  by  the  Clayton  county  grand  jury  and  fined  one  hundred  dollars 
for  this  transgression  of  the  law.  This  occurred  011  the  14th  of  June,  1847. 

Anothei  of  the  Teagarden  boys  was  indicted  for  the  same  offense  the  next 
year. 

The  commission  of  such  a  crime  as  above  narrated,  in  the  sparsely  settled 
community,  naturally  created  great  excitement  and  an  Indian  outbreak  was 
thought  to  be  imminent.  A  courier  was  dispatched  to  Dubuque  to  inform  the 
authorities  and  preparations  were  at  once  made  to  receive  the  dusky  foe,  which 
then  outnumbei  ed  the  whites  a  hundred  to  one.  But  the  Winnebagoes  were 
for  the  most  part  a  peaceful,  inoffensive  race,  and  were  seldom  in  trouble 
except  under  provocation,  or  when  fired  with  liquor,  as  in  the  case  here  men¬ 
tioned. 

Wilcox,  Orrear  and  Beatty  were  the  first  to  visit  the  scene  of  this  terrible 
disaster,  and  they  buried  the  dead  in  the  ruins  of  the  cabin  where  the  deed  had 
been  committed.  Mrs.  Teagarden  remained  at  the  Wilcox  house  for  some 
weeks  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  when  she  was  taken  by  Wilcox  to 
Dubuque  where  some  of  her  family  still  remained.  We  next  hear  of  her  as 
the  wife  of  Perkins,  and  living  near  Taylorsville,  as  previously  related. 

The  Wilcox  cabin,  after  it  was  abandoned  by  that  family  for  a  home 
nearer  his  land,  was  the  temporary  home  of  a  number  of  the  early  families  in 
that  locality.  Among  those  who  lived  in  it  were  William  Van  Dorn,  the 
Hensleys,  P.  F.  Newton,  James  and  Samuel  Robertson.  The  Van  Dorn  child, 
which  was  probably  the  first  white  child  born  in  this  county,  first  saw  the  light 
in  the  Wilcox  cabin. 

Orrear  and  Beatty  were  partners  for  a  time  in  their  land  holdings,  but 
the  former  bought  the  interests  of  Beatty  in  the  fall  of  1843,  and  Beatty 
selected  another  location  near  by.  Orrear  was  married  to  Angelina  Wilcox, 
February  25,  1844,  and  they  carried  on  an  extensive  dairy  business  for  a 
number  of  years,  selling  their  products  at  Fort  Atkinson.  Thus  early  was 
developed  the  profits  and  wisdom  of  dairying  in  Fayette  county. 

In  the  fall  of  1843  tIie  Oatman  family  located  on  the  prairie  northwest 
of  the  present  site  of  Arlington  and  built  a  house  of  considerable  pretensions 
for  that  early  day.  But  their  holdings  were  soon  sold  to  St.  John,  and  seven 
of  the  nine  members  of  the  Oatman  family  were  murdered  by  Indians  during 
their  attempt  to  emigrate  to  California. 

M.  C.  Sperry  came  to  Fairfield  township  in  1846,  but  had  made  a  pros¬ 
pecting  tour  to  the  county  three  years  previously.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
justices  of  the  peace  elected  in  Hewitt  township,  while  this  county  was  still 
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under  the  domination  of  Clayton  county.  Mr.  Sperry  was  a  prominent  and 
useful  citizen  of  Fairfield  township  during  the  balance  of  his  life  time. 

Taylorsville,  of  the  “long  ago,”  would  be  an  unimportant  factor  in  the 
history  of  Fairfield  township- but  for  the  life-work  of  a  few  very  early  pioneers 
there  whose  families  are  now  nearly  or  quite  extinct.  In  this  connection  we 
mention  Jared  Taylor,  who  laid  out  the  town;  M.  C.  Sperry,  who  did  the  first 
breaking'  of  land  in  the  vicinity;  William  Stevenson,  who  built  the  saw-mill  in 
1854;  Mr.  Bassett,  who  opened  the  first  store  in  1852,  and  Robert  Powers  and 
Nathan  Putnam,  who  started  in  mercantile  business  a  year  or  two  later;  Joshua 
Mead,  who  was  the  “architect”  and  builder  of  the  saw-mill ;  George  L.  Ran¬ 
som,  who  entertained  the  traveling  public  at  his  private  home,  and  Jacob  Hart¬ 
man  who  opened  a  hotel  in  1856;  Peter  Kuney  and  family  were  early  hotel 
keepers  there,  as  they  were,  also,  at  Brush  Creek;  William  White  was  an  early 
merchant  at  Taylorsville. 

It  would  hardly  be  proper  to  mention  the  names  of  the  sporting  fra¬ 
ternity  who  resided  at  Taylorsville,  or  were  frequenters  of  the  place,  since 
some  scenes  were  enacted  in  early  days  which  would  not  reflect  credit  upon 
the  citizenship  of  those  times.  Suffice  to  say  that  Taylorsville  was  a  medley 
of  contradictions,  in  that  it  was  once  the  wickedest  place  in  Fayette  county, 
and  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  most  religious.  Horse-racing,  gambling, 
drinking,  public  dances  and  general  carousing  were  in  order  at  all  times,  even 
when  religious  meetings  were  in  progress  in  the  town. 

Jacob  S.  Guin  located  near  Taylorsville  in  the  fall  of  1850,  and  he  and 
members  of  his  family  became  prominent  in  the  county’s  later  history.  Dr. 
Silas  Taylor  and  his  brother  Jared  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  and  figured 
prominently  in  the  county  organization  period.  Samuel  Taylor  (another 
brother  ?)  built  and  operated  the  first  blacksmith  shop,  but  the  building  soon 
burned  and  Taylor  was  succeeded  in  the  business  by  Giles  Miller,  who  was  also 
an  early  justice  of  the  peace,  and  who  was  a  resident  of  the  county  for  more 
than  forty  years.  His  last  residence,  however,  was  at  Hazelton,  in  Buchanan 
county. 

The  steam  saw-mill  erected  by  William  Stevenson  soon  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Philander  Rawson,  who,  with  his  son,  Walter,  later  controlled  nearly 
the  entire  sawing  business  in  the  south  part  of  the  county.  Mr.  Rawson  pur¬ 
chased  a  water  mill  on  Brush  creek,  erected  by  Jacob  Kauffman  in  early  days, 
and  in  time  merged  it  into  a  large  and  well-equipped  steam  mill,  which  for 
many  years  did  a  very  large  business.  Walter  Rawson  subsequently  built  a 
steam  mill  at  Arlington,  which  he  operated  in  connection  with  an  extensive 
lumber  business  at  the  time  of  his  death  a  few  years  ago. 
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The  paper  town  of  Centerville  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
early  settlers  in  Fairfield  through  a  trifling  misunderstanding  between  Doctor 
Taylor  and  William  Stevenson.  The  latter  platted  a  portion  of  his  land  and 
attempted  to  establish  a  new  town,  practically  adjoining  the  old.  But  Taylors¬ 
ville  had  come  to  stay,  and  the  effort  at  supplanting  it  in  name  proved  abortive. 
Stevenson  operated  a  small  store  before  the  opening  of  the  Bassett  store 
(which  is  credited  with  being  the  first  mercantile  establishment),  but  Bassett’s 
"as  ^e  fiist  complete  stock  of  goods  displayed  in  the  town.  Stevenson  was 
also  the  first  postmaster  m  the  place,  though  the  office  was  established  through 
the  agency  and  influence  of  the  Taylors.  Previously  to'  this,  the  mail  for  Tay¬ 
lorsville  was  carried,  irregularly,  from  Elkacler,  and  later  from  Volga  City. 
Until  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  the  terminus  of  the  Wadena  mail  route 
was  at  Taylorsville,  except  as  it  had  one  weekly  delivery  at  government  ex¬ 
pense,  and  if  wanted  oftener,  it  was  sent  for  at  private  expense. 

The  old  tavern  at  Taylorsville,  erected  in  1856,  was  kept  by  M.  D.  Covell 
foi  many  yeais,  though  he  was  not  the  first  landlord,  as  has  been  stated  else¬ 
where.  Peter  Kuney  succeeded  to  a  monopoly  of  the  hotel  business  in  later 
years,  and  operated  it,  undisturbed,  until  the  town  was  moved  to  Brush  Creek, 
v  hen  he  hitched  to  the  old  hotel  and  moved  it  over  to  the  other  town  and 
operated  it  there  until  his  death.  He  was  cpiite  successful,  both  as  a  hotel- 
keeper  and  in  the  accumulation  of  wealth.  Another  pioneer  in  the  vicinity 
of  Taylorsville  was  Hon.  W.  R.  Morley,  better  known  as  “Deacon"  Morley. 
His  was  a  character  worthy  of  emulation.  The  Deacon  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  though  he  came  to  Iowa  from  Illinois.  He  was  poor,  but  by 
industry  and  economy,  virtues  which  he  possessed  beyond  that  of  the  average 
man,  he  became  quite  wealthy.  And  yet  with  all  his  “pinching"  economy,  he 
was  a  very  liberal  man  in  the  distribution  of  his  wealth  to  worthy  applicants. 
Being  childless,  he  and  his  wife  reared  and  educated  several  orphan  children 
and  left  them  well  provided  for  in  later  life.  Mr.  Morley  was  liberal  in  donat¬ 
ing  to  the  building  and  support  of  churches,  though  he  never  connected  him¬ 
self  with  any  religious  denomination.  But  for  his  liberality  in  this  direction 
it  is  doubtful  if  the  United  Brethren  church  at  Brush  Creek  ever  could  have 
been  built  and  sustained.  This  was  the  religious  home  of  his  wife,  and  though 
he  was  liberal  in  donating  to  other  religious  organizations,  it  is  probable  that 
his  contributions  to  the  United  Brethren  were  larger  and  more  regular  than 
to  the  others. 

Deacon  Morley  was  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  but  lacking  in  education. 
His  inherent  goodness  and  unquestioned  integrity  placed  him  in  places  of 
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trust  and  honor  for  which  he  was  not  otherwise  qualified.  But  his  record 
as  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Legislature  would  compare  favorably  with  that  of 
many  others  elected  to  the  same  position  during  the  last  sixty  years. 

SCHOOLS. 

A  log  school  house  was  built  in  Taylorsville  in  1850,  this  being  the  first 
school  house  erected  in  the  township.  Charles  Jones,  who  came  to  the  county 
with  Lorenzo  Dutton  and  others,  was  the  first  teacher,  and  the  winter  of  1850-1 
witnessed  the  opening  of  the  educational  process  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county.  But  schools  were  opened  at  Lima,  Fayette  and  West  Union  about 
this  time,  though  it  is  not  certain  as  to  which  of  the  four  mentioned  was  the 
first. 

Some  of  the  patrons  of  this  school,  besides  those  previously  mentioned, 
were  David  German,  Elder  Lowe,  George  McKinney,  the  Lonsberry,  Cook, 
King,  Adams  and  Glidden  families. 

Mrs.  Henry  Wilcox,  who  now  lives  near  the  old  parental  home,  was  one 
of  the  pupils  in  the  first  school  taught  in  Taylorsville.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  S.  Guin,  who  died  on  the  overland  trip  to  California.  Clarissa  Seeley 
was  the  successor  of  Charles  Jones.  She  became  the  wife  of  John  Moine, 
who  made  the  first  land  entry  in  the  county.  During  the  existence  of  the  log 
school  house,  it  also  served  the  people  for  a  place  of  worship,  for  town  meet¬ 
ings  of  all  kinds,  shows,  etc.  Some  of  the  pioneer  ministers  who  served  the 
people  at  this  time  are  mentioned  in  “Recollections  of  Arlington  and  Vicinity,” 
by  James  Cooney.  Taylorsville  never  had  a  church  building,  though  re¬ 
ligious  services  were  conducted  in  the  town  from  early  pioneer  days,  mostly 
by  the  United  Brethren  denomination.  Rev.  William  Moore  who  began 
preaching  on  the  Taylorsville  circuit  in  the  early  fifties,  received  for  two  years’ 
pastoral  work  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  in  cash  and  two  bed  quilts ! 

The  schools  of  this  township  are  operated  under  the  rural  independent 
district  system,  there  being  seven  independent  districts,  besides  the  independ¬ 
ent  district  of  Arlington.  The  latter  is  presented  in  Mr.  Cooney’s  article,  to 
which  we  add  in  this  connection,  the  following:  Number  of  teachers  em¬ 
ployed,  six;  duration  of  school,  nine  months;  compensation  of  teachers,  one 
male,  ninety  dollars  per  month,  and  five  females  at  an  average  compensation  of 
forty-three  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents  per  month.  There  are  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-nine  persons  of  school  age  in  the  district,  of  whom  two  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  were  enrolled  in  the  schools,  with  an  average  daily  attend¬ 
ance  of  one  hundred  and  eighty.  The  average  cost  of  tuition  per  month 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


389 


for  each  pupil  was  one  dollar  and  ninety-four  cents.  There  were  twenty- 
four  non-resident  pupils  enrolled  in  the  schools  during  the  last  year,  from 
whom  was  realized  m  tuition  fees  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  and 
twenty  cents.  The  school  house  is  valued  at  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
the  value  of  school  apparatus  is  two  hundred  dollars,  and  there  are  nine  him- 
dred  and  forty-seven  volumes  in  the  school  library. 

The  rural  independent  districts  employed  one  male  teacher  and  six  fe¬ 
males,  at  salaries  ranging  from  thirty  dollars  per  month  in  one  district,  to 
forty-two  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents  in  another,  the  average  for  the  en¬ 
tire  township  being  thirty-seven  dollars  and  thirty  cents.  The  schools  were 
m  session  eight  months  in  the  year,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-three  of  the 
two  hundred  and  eighteen  pupils  of  school  age  were  enrolled  in  the  schools. 
The  seven  school  houses  are  valued  at  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
the  school  apparatus  in  them  is  valued  at  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars, 

and  there  are  four  hundred  and  ninety-nine  volumes  in  the  school  district 
libraries. 

CHURCHES. 

Arlington  has  three  church  edifices,  representing  the  Christian,  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  and  the  United  Brethren  denominations. 

Mention  is  made  of  these  in  Mr.  Cooney’s  article,  and  but  little  more 
need  be  said.  The  same  is  true  of  the  social  and  fraternal  societies  of  the 
place,  though  the  Masonic  history  is  worthy  of  more  than  passing  notice, 
and  the  interested  reader  is  referred  to  the  history  of  Freemasonry  in  Fayette 
county,  by  Past  Grand  Master  D.  W.  Clements. 

The  United  Brethren  church  has  not  been  in  a  prosperous  condition  for 
a  number  of  years.  This  is  due,  in  part,  to  the  death  or  removal  of  some  of 
the  prominent  members  whose  contributions  and  influence  kept  the  organization 
together;  but  the  principal  cause  was  due  to  the  division  of  the  church 
throughout  the  country  on  certain  disciplinary  changes  by  the  general  con¬ 
ference  some  twenty-five  years  ago.  Some  churches  accepted  the  change 
without  question,  while  others  revolted  and  continued  to  maintain* the  original 
organization,  assuming  that  they  were  the  United  Brethren  church  in  fact, 
and  that  the  adherents  to  the  new  disciplinary  doctrines  were  seceders.  This 
brought  litigation,  weakened  both  branches  of  the  church,  and  has  resulted 
in  the  disorganization  of  many  churches.  The  Arlington  church  still  has 
services  by  the  “Radical”  branch,  or  what  they  term  to  be  “the  original  United 
Brethren  church,”  and  a  regular  pastor  of  that  faith  is  stationed  there.  It 
is  claimed  that  this  denomination  was  the  first  to  enter  the  field,  and  that  Rev. 
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John  Brown  preached  the  first  gospel  sermon  at  the  Orrear  cabin  in  1847, 
and  that  continuous  services  were  kept  up  by  traveling  ministers  until  the 
Brush  Creek  church  was  organized  in  1876.  The  church  was  built  and 
dedicated  two  years  later.  The  building  committee  consisted  of  W.  R.  Mor- 
ley,  Jonas  Gunn,  Lucius  Carey,  Rev.  O.  R.  Robbins  (who  was  also  the  build¬ 
er)  and  Dr.  C.  F.  Waldron.  The  building  is  of  brick,  thirty-two  by  forty- 
eight  feet,  sixteen  feet  high,  surmounted  by  a  spire  and  belfry. 

ARLINGTON. 

By  James  Cooney. 

A  flourishing,  incorporated  town  located  in  section  28  of  Fairfield 
township,  with  a  population  of  about  eight  hundred  and  fifty.  This  town¬ 
ship  has  some  of  the  richest  and  most  valuable  agricultural  land  in  Iowa. 
The  town  was  platted  in  1856,  on  land  owned  by  C.  D.  and  T.  E.  Shambaugh, 
D.  C.  Finney,  F.  R.  Ffynes,  Nelson  Huckins  and  Isaac  Walrath.  The  town 
was  named  Brush  Creek  and  was  known  by  this  name  until  the  railroad  was 
built  into  the  place. 

When  the  name  of  the  town  was  changed  to  Arlington,  R.  N.  Hibbard, 
Esq.,  was  mayor,  and  was  the  leader  of  the  citizens  favoring  the  change  of 
name,  which  was  objected  to  by  some  of  the  older  residents  and  by  the  officers 
of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company.  Hon.  J.  A.  Thomp¬ 
son,  being  then  a  member  of  the  Legislature  for  Fayette  county,  succeeded  in 
having  the  law  of  the  state  amended  so  as  to  compel  the  railway  company  to 
change  the  name  of  the  station  to  Arlington.  The  place  for  a  time  was  known 
as  Moetown,  one  Charles  Moe  being  the  first  white  land  owner  and  settler 
there.  Moe  sold  his  land  to  C.  D.  and  T.  E.  Shambaugh,  December  20,  1856. 
The  Shambaughs  were  the  first  business  men  in  the  town ;  they  built  a  log 
house  where  they  kept  hotel  and  a  general  store. 

York  Lodge  No.  202,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  was  established 
at  Taylorsville,  January  26,  1867,  but  was  removed  to  Brush  Creek  in  1873. 

The  township  elections  were  held  at  Taylorsville  until  1872,  when  a 
change  of  voting  place  was  made  to  Brush  Creek.  Soon  after  the  location  of 
the  present  railway,  at  and  through  Brush  Creek,  several  buildings,  including 
the  present  hotel  building,  were  removed  from  Taylorsville  and  with  them 
nearly  all  the  business  of  this  hitherto  prosperous  village. 

There  is  now  a  large,  well-kept  cemetery  near  the  old  town  plat  of  Tay¬ 
lorsville,  which  is  the  most  used  burial  ground  for  southeast  part  of  the  county. 
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The  first  public  school  in  Brush  Creek  was  taught  by  Samuel  Taylor  in  the 
school  house  known  as  Newton  school  house  which  was  moved  to  the  village. 
There  is  now  a  large  two-story  brick  building  which  was  built  in  1877,  and 
an  addition  thereto,  afterwards  built.  The  estimated  value  of  Arlington 
public  school  property  is  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

CHURCHES. 

The  Christian  church  (church  of  Christ)  was  organized  in  April,  1858, 
under  ministration  of  Elder  Brittel,  and  was  the  only  denomination  owning 
and  maintaining  a  church  building  here  until  1876,  when  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  church  was  organized,  and  a  church  building  erected.  In  the  year  1878 
the  United  Brethren  congregation  built  its  present  brick  church.  These  three 
denominations  now  have  good  church  buildings  here  and  hold  regular  Sabbath 
services.  A  German  Lutheran  congregation  holds  services  here  at  times,  but 
has  no  church  building. 

Arlington  enjoys  a  fine  modern  waterworks  system  put  in  at  a  first  cost 
of  about  five  thousand  dollars,  which  has  been  improved  and  extended  at  an 
additional  cost  since.  The  waterworks  is  the  property  of  the  town.  Arling¬ 
ton  also  has  gas  works  (acetylene),  owned  by  a  private  corporation,  which 
gives  a  fine  service  and  is  well  patronized. 

The  first  bank  established  here  was  by  Rawson  &  Rice,  known  as  Brush 
Creek  Bank.  Rawson  &  Rice  (A.  Rawson  and  Ed.  Rice)  were  also  livestock 
buyers  and  energetic  business  men  \vho  did  much  to  make  the  town  prosper  in 
a  business  way.  There  are  now  two  banks  at  Arlington  :  First  State  Bank,  of 
which  D.  B.  Allen  is  cashier  and  Miss  Fannie  Bates  bookkeeper.  Chauncey 
Deming  is  president  of  this  bank.  The  First  National  Bank  was  established 
in  1910,  and  T.  J.  Ainsworth  is  cashier.  This  new  national  bank  is  now 
erecting  its  bank  building.  Guy  L.  Rawson  is  president  of  the  bank,  and 
John  Wilken  vice-president.  He  is  a  prosperous  business  man  of  the  town, 
and  was  the  chief  promoter  of  the  new  bank. 

The  town  was  visited  by  a  cyclone  in  June,  1883,  which  wrecked  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  several  dwelling  houses.  No  person  was 
fatally  injured,  but  considerable  property  was  wrecked  and  some  narrow 
escapes  were  reported. 

Arlington  has  a  good  opera  house  of  two  stories.  The  second  story  is 
used  as  lodge  rooms  by  the  Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  Royal  Neighbors,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  other  societies 
of  the  town.  There  is  a  town  hall  owned  by  the  city,  where  council  meetings 
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and  elections  are  held,  and  where  the  town  keeps  its  fire  extinguishing  hose 
and  other  property.  This  hall  was  built  at  a  cost  of  two  thousand  dollars, 
exclusive  of  value  of  lot. 

The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  the  pioneers  and  former  business  men 
of  the  town  and  vicinity,  now  deceased,  who  were  most  active  and  contributed 
most  to  the  building  and  prosperity  of  the  town : 

Andrew  Ainsworth,  farmer;  William  Ainsworth,  farmer  and  carpenter; 
William  Anglemyer,  farmer;  Vernon  Arbuckle,  retired  farmer;  Alex  Anderson, 
machinist;  P.  G.  Abbott,  farmer;  Adam  Becker,  merchant  and  farmer;  Charles 
Bond,  retired  farmer;  Chancy  Brooks,  retired  farmer;  Ira  Calkins,  retired 
farmer;  James  Crawford,  retired  farmer;  James  Cole,  retired  farmer;  James 
Dempster,  farmer;  George  L.  Doane,  farmer;  Michael  Eckert,  retired  farmer; 
Samuel  Fereday,  farmer;  A.  J.  Fish,  farmer;  Charles  Glime,  retired  farmer; 
Fred  Glime,  merchant,  farmer,  politician,  etc.;  D.  B.  Floxton,  retired  farmer; 
George  Hancock,  farmer;  Jacob  Hill,  farmer;  W.  H.  Hoover,  merchant; 
Mat  Hammas,  tinner  and  plumber;  Charles  Jaques,  farmer;  Albert  John¬ 
son,  farmer;  James  Kennedy,  farmer;  Peter  Kuney,  hotel  keeper  and  farmer; 
J.  D.  Kuney,  livery  and  feed  stable ;  L.  C.  Kuney,  merchant ;  William  King,  re¬ 
tired  farmer;  W.  F.  Fackey,  retired  farmer;  M.  Fackey,  wagon  maker;  Peter 
Leonheart,  farmer;  Charles  K.  Leonheart,  druggist;  W.  D.  Kittle,  cooper; 
John  W.  Lickiss,  retired  farmer;  Eugene  Moine,  farmer;  William  McAlavey, 
farmer;  A.  C.  Manson,  farmer;  John  Mead,  retired  farmer;  Mathew  McCrea, 
merchant;  Joseph  Menges,  retired  farmer;  William  R.  Morley,  farmer;  Henry 
Moyer,  farmer;  J.  P.  Moine,  farmer;  Palmer  F.  Newton,  farmer;  O.  H. 
Osborn,  owner  and  editor  “News” ;  S.  T.  Oviatt,  proprietor  furniture  store ; 
William  Philips,  attorney-at-law  and  farmer;  Calvin  Perkins,  farmer;  L.  Page, 
farmer ;  Albert  Probasco,  farmer,  ex-member  county  board  supervisors ;  Phil¬ 
ander  Rawson,  farmer;  Walter  Rawson,  sawmill,  lumber  dealer;  Edward  Rice, 
banker,  ex-member  Legislature;  George  Rice,  farmer;  S.  E.  Rice,  farmer; 
James  Richards,  farmer;  O.  R.  Robbins,  United  Brethren  preacher  and  me¬ 
chanic;  J.  B.  Squires,  retired  farmer;  George  Simpson,  Sr.,  retired  farmer;  C. 
D.  Shambaugh,  merchant  and  farmer ;  T.  E.  Shambaugh,  merchant  and  farm¬ 
er;  Ben  Shambaugh,  justice  of  the  peace  and  farm  owner;  James  Shambaugh, 
retired  farmer;  Monroe  Shumway,  druggist;  W.  H.  Smith,  drayman;  William 
Spatcher,  blacksmith;  William  Truesdell,  retired  farmer  and  carpenter;  Wil¬ 
liam  F.  Taylor,  retired  farmer;  Killen  M.  Voshell,  retired  farmer;  Alex. 
Wandell,  merchant;  Isaac  Walrath,,  farmer  and  hardware;  Jacob  H.  Walrath, 
farmer  and  hardware;  Stephen  Westcott,  retired  farmer;  Loyd  Westcott, 
farmer ;  G.  Wheeland,  physician ;  Chandler  Wilcox,  farmer ;  C.  G.  Wheeland, 
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farmei  ,  Peter  White,  attoiney-at-law  and  farmer;  W.  C.  White,  merchant; 
R.  A.  Wilcox,  farmer;  Heiman  Wilson,  retired  farmer. 

Among  the  pioneer  settlers  advanced  in  years  not  now  actively  enpaeed 

•  i  •  .  ^  o  £5 

in  business,  now  having  good  homes  in  the  town  and  most  of  them  well  to  do 
farmers,  all  highly  respected  citizens,  are : 

Hon.  Andrew  Addie,  ex-clerk  of  district  court  and  member  of  General 
Assembly,  representative  from  Fayette  county;  Joseph  Antwine,  W.  H.  Bene¬ 
dict,  J.  A.  Blanchard,  James  Carnall,  Robert  Ewing,  J.  A.  Foster,  W.  C.  Glime, 
J.  T.  Gable,  John  Howard,  Lewis  James,  J.  R.  McDonald,  Charles  Roe. 

The  principal  business  firms  now  are  as  follows : 

Attorneys  at  Law — John  Hutchison,  D.  D.  Palmer. 

Blacksmiths — Jake  Montz,  Robert  Rutherford,  H.  Roloff. 

Banks — First  State  Bank,  D.  B.  Allen,  cashier;  First  National  Bank, 
T.  J.  Ainsworth,  cashier. 

Barbers — G.  A.  Goodspeed, - Robbins. 

Boots  and  Shoes — William  Powell. 

Billiard  Hall — Emmet  Taylor,  proprietor. 

Creamery — Farmers  Co-operative  Company. 

Cement  worker — Charles  Cushion. 

Cooper’s  Shop — J.  H.  Little. 

Carpenters — Frank  Ainsworth,  M.  Lackey,  R.  L.  Newton,  Robert 
Hunter,  Henry  L.  Palmer,  J.  P.  Wiltsie,  Albert  Wilson. 

Clothing  Store — T.  L.  Gleim,  manager. 

Draymen — Oliver  Murphy  and  Andrew  Perkins. 

Drug  stores — Walter  M.  Shumway,  D.  and  B.  B.  Walrath. 

Dentist — Dr.  E.  S.  Taylor. 

Furniture  and  Undertaking — W.  H.  Gleim  &  Sons. 

Feed  Mills — R.  L.  Newton,  John  Silha  &  Son. 

Grocery  Stores — E.  D.  Allen,  G.  C.  Bates. 

General  Stores,  Dry  Goods  and  Groceries — J.  M.  Welch,  Frank  Kuney 
Company,  George  A.  Lickiss,  G.  C.  Bates  (extensive  grocery  trade). 

Hotel — St.  Cloud,  W.  Kenyon,  proprietor. 

Harness  Makers — William  House,  J.  C.  Wilken. 

Hardware  -  Stores,  Harness  Stock  and  Farm  Implements — Jewell  & 
Moyer,  John  C.  Wilken. 

Ice  Business — Floyd  Finney. 

Jewelry  Store — A.  R.  Bird. 

Livery  Stables — George  Hyde,  L.  Rittenhouse. 

Lumber  Dealers — Keve  Lumber  Company,  Guy  L.  Rawson. 
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Meat  Market — H.  Schoeppe. 

Millinery  Store — Floy-Hallack. 

Newspaper — W.  F.  Lake,  editor. 

Opera  House — Kingsley,  proprietor. 

Painters — Roy  Newton,  L.  J.  Palmer. 

Photograph  Gallery — C.  Stetter. 

Postmaster — O.  Z.  Wellman. 

Physicians  and  Surgeons— O.  O.  Ayer,  C.  E.  Bower  (homeopathic) 
Gates  M.  Brown. 

Racket  Store — C.  B.  Woodson. 

Real  Estate — A.  Rittenhouse. 

Restaurant — Crothers. 

Saw  Mill — Guy  L.  Rawson. 

Stock  and  Grain  Buyer — George  Simpson  &  Son. 

Teamsters— Paul  Hendrickson,  A.  Hulderson,  C.  N.  Finney. 

Tinner  and  Plumbers — E.  D.  Miller,  John  Cramer,  both  with  Jewell  & 
Moyer. 

Veterinarian — Dr.  C.  M.  Allen. 

Wagon  Shops — M.  Lackey,  H.  Roloff. 

TAYLORSVILLE. 

By  James  Cooney. 

Taylorsville,  a  former  town  located' on  section  22  and  23  of  Fairfield  town¬ 
ship,  was  laid  out  by  Jarad  Taylor,  who  settled  here  in  1851.  A  log  school 
house  was  erected  here  in  1850  and  school  was  taught  in  the  building.  The 
United  Brethren  church  ministers  held  regular  church  services  in  this  log 
school  house,  among  whom  were  Revs.  Israel  Shaffer,  John  Dollarhide,  Wil¬ 
liam  Moore,  George  Watrous,  Enoch  Fothergill,  Willis  Bunton,  John  Brown, 
the  latter  beginning  his  ministerial  career  in  the  county  in  1847. 

Killen  Voshell  and  Hannah  Taylor  were  married  at  Taylorsville  in 
March,  1851,  by  Jarad  Taylor,  justice  of  the  peace.  Mr.  Voshell  resided 
near  here  on  his  large  valuable  farm  until  his  death  in  1909. 

In  1856  Jacob  Hartman  opened  a  hotel  at  Taylorsville;  Peter  Kuney 
and  his  son,  J.  D.  Kuney,  kept  the  hotel  when  the  town  was  at  its  best.  This 
town  at  one  time  had  a  large  trade.  A.  M.  Childs  conducted  a  general  mer¬ 
chandise  store  as  early  as  i860.  Becker  and  Kuney  and  William  White  had 
good  stores  here  also. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 


FREMONT  TOWNSHIP. 

The  township  of  Fremont  was  organized  under  authority  of  the  county 
judge,  November  4,  1856,  and  the  organizing  election  was  held  on  the  6th 
of  April,  1857.  The  election  was  held  at  the  home  of  A.  Ritchie,  and  S.  S. 
Leech,  S.  R.  McClay  and  P.  M.  Corbly  served  as  judges  of  the  election  and 
J.  Curtis  and  N.  W.  Spears  were  the  clerks.  The  officers  elected  at  this  time 
were:  H.  W.  Zimmerman,  justice  of  the  peace;  John  Strong,  S.  R.  McClay 
and  J.  Burch,  trustees ;  L.  C.  Dudley,  clerk ;  C.  Cline  and  R.  W.  Lawrence, 
constables. 

It  is  said  that  the  name  “Fremont”  was  chosen  by  N.  W.  Spears,  in  honor 
of  the  “Pathfinder  of  the  Rockies,”  who  aspired  to  be  President,  as  well  as 
the  first  leader  of  the  Republican  party. 

The  first  school  officers  of  the  township  were  elected  in  December,  1856, 
P.  M.  Corbly  being  chosen  president  of  the  board,  N.  W.  Spears,  secretary, 
and  P.  M.  Obenchain,  treasurer.  N.  W.  Spears  was  the  first  school  teacher 
in  the  township,  having  a  class  of  seventeen  pupils,  whom  he  taught  in  his  own 
house  during  the  winter  of  1856-7,  for  a  consideration  of  ten  dollars  per 
month.  During  extremely  stormy  weather  he  kept  his  pupils  all  night,  and, 
of  course,  boarded  them.  Some  of  his  pupils  lived  three  miles  from  the 
school,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  there  were  no  fenced  roads  at  that 
time,  the  danger  to  children  being  caught  out  in  a  snow  storm  were  greatly 
multiplied.  It  is  said  that  P.  M.  Obenchain  taught  an  evening  school  during- 
the  same  winter.  The  first  school  house  built  in  the  township  was  a  log  struc¬ 
ture,  constructed  from  material  contributed  and  hauled  to  the  site  by  patrons 
of  the  proposed  school.  This  house  was  erected  in  the  fall  of  1857. 

The  August,  1857,  election  was  held  at  the  house  of  N.  W.  Spears,  and 
twenty-seven  votes  were  polled,  indicating  a  Democratic  majority  of  nine. 
The  first  religious  services  in  the  township  were  conducted  by  Rev.  James 
Burch,  a  Free-Will  Baptist,  at  the  home  of  E.  Shipp,  in  the  spring  of  1856. 
Mr.  Burch  was  a  local  celebrity  who  had  learned  to  read  after  his  marriage. 
He  was  exceptionally  fond  of  hunting  and  usually  traveled  his  circuit  prepared 
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for  either  hunting  or  preaching,  as  circumstances  justified.  During  the 
autumn  of  the  same  year  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  a  United  Brethren  minister  from 
West  Union,  united  with  Rev.  H.  W.  Zimmerman,  a  local  minister  of  the 
Methodist  faith,  in  holding  a  series  of  religious  meetings,  which  resulted  in 
much  good  and  was  the  nucleus  to  church  organizations  the  following  spring. 
Churches  of  these  denominations  were  erected  and  maintained  for  many  years. 
The  organizing  members  of  the  United  Brethren  church  were  P.  M.  Corbly 
and  wife,  John  Strong  and  wife,  Richard  Lawrence,  Oliver  Kelly  and  wife 
and  John  Bessey  and  wife.  The  membership  of  this  church  during  its  exist¬ 
ence,  included  the  names  of  many  of  the  prominent  people  of  the  township. 
The  first  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  were  Rev.  H.  W. 
Zimmerman  and  wife,  N.  W.  Spears  and  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Chi¬ 
chester  and  Mrs.  Angeline  Morehouse.  This  organization  also  had  a  pros¬ 
perous  career,  but  is  now  absorbed  by  the  church  at  Westgate.  In  the  spring 
of  1859  Rev.  Peter  Colgrove  located  in  Fremont  township  and  proved  a  valu¬ 
able  acquisition  to  the  religious  affairs,  but  died  in  August  of  the  following 
year.  He  reared  a  family  of  educators  who  have  left  their  impress  upon  the 
school  history  of  Fayette  county.  Mr.  Colgrove  built  the  brick  school  house 
on  section  33,  in  the  autumn  of  1859,  and  James  F.  Babcock  taught  the  school 
therein  during  the  following  winter. 

In  the  early  days  it  was  customary  to  name  the  school  houses  or  school 
districts,  instead  of  numbering  them,  as  now.  The  change  to  the  present  plan 
'was  brought  about  because  of  the  inconvenience  of  writing  long  names  in  the 
county  records,  often  on  limited  space.  The  White  school  house  was  erected 
in  i860,  by  H.  L.  Matthews,  and  the  first  teacher  therein  was  S.  C.  Beck.  The 
Red  school  house  was  built  in  the  year  last  written,  by  Charles  Goodrich,  and 
N.  M.  Mallery  was  the  first  teacher.  The  McSweeney  school  building  was 
erected  in  1867,  by  E.  T.  Older,  and  Anna  M.  Older  was  the  first  teacher  in 
that  district.  The  Baker  school  was  established  in  1869,  and  Mrs.  Augusta 
Baker  taught  the  first  term  of  school. 

A  Union  Sabbath  school  was  organized  in  1864,  with  John  Dickman  as 
superintendent.  The  Dickmans,  William,  John  and  Henry,  were  among  the 
early  and  prominent  families  who  found  homes  in  Fremont  township. 

Mill  postoffice  was  established  in  this  township  in  i860,  and  Joseph  Chi¬ 
chester  was  appointed  postmaster.  The  office  was  continued  until  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  rural  free  delivery  system,  as  appears  more  fully  in  the  article 
on  postoffices. 

The  first  land  entry  of  record  in  Fremont  township  was  made  by  Thomas 
Rand,  January  16,  1853.  He  located  parts  of  sections  31  and  32.  During 
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the  winter  of  1848-9  the  settlers  throughout  the  county  organized  a  “Claim 
Society”  for  the  purpose  of  mutual  protection  against  claim  jumpers.  They 
took  this  precaution  before  the  surveys  were  completed,  and  before  the  lands 
were  generally  on  the  market. 

During  the  Civil  war  Fremont  township  organized  a  Soldiers’  Aid  Society, 
to  co-operate  with  the  county  central  committee  both  in  the  enlistment  of 
volunteers  and  in  caring  for  the  families  of  those  who  responded  to  their 
country’s  call.  Rev.  H.  W.  Zimmerman  was  appointed  a  member  of  the 
county  central  committee,  and  Mrs.  N.  W.  Spears  was  president  of  the  Fre¬ 
mont  Township  Soldiers’  Aid  Society,  the  other  officers  being  Mrs.  L.  C.  Dud¬ 
ley,  secretary,  and  Mrs.  E.  T.  Older,  treasurer.  The  society  was  ever  vigilant 
in  collecting  and  forwarding  needed  supplies  to  the  front  and  in  disbursing 
their  bounties  among  the  needy  families  of  absent  soldiers. 

Fremont  township  is  one  of  the  best  agricultural  townships  in  the  county. 
The  land  is  mostly  rolling  prairie,  with  considerable  timber  in  the  central  and 
southwestern  portions  of  the  township,  along  the  Wapsipinicon  river  and  its 
tributaries.  The  “Wapsie”  is  a  stream  of  considerable  volume,  which,  with 
its  principal  tributary,  the  Little  Wapsie,  the  latter  flowing  southwesterly 
across  the  township  until  it  forms  a  junction  with  the  principal  stream  on  sec¬ 
tion  19,  affords  an  excellent  drainage  system.  The  Wapsipinicon  river  tra¬ 
verses  the  township  in  nearly  a  southern  direction,  passing  out  of  the  township 
into  Oran,  on  section  32.  Besides  these  principal  water  courses,  there  are 
numerous  creeks  and  spring  branches  which  render  the  land  well  adapted  to 
stock-raising,  as  well  as  general  farming. 

For  many  years  Fremont  township  was  considered  a  kind  of  educational 
center  among  the  rural  schools.  Perhaps  no  township  in  the  county  has  turned 
out  more  college  graduates  than  Fremont,  or  more  persons  who  have  attained 
prominence  in  educational  circles.  The  schools  are  organized  under  the  dis¬ 
trict  township  system,  there  being  nine  sub-districts  in  the  township  having 
school  during  the  period  covered  by  the  latest  official  report  (1909).  The 
average  duration  of  schools  was  seven  and  four-tenths  months.  Sixteen 
female  teachers  were  employed  during  the  year  at  an  average  compensation 
of  thirty-four  dollars  and  ninety  cents  per  month.  There  are  two  hundred 
and  ninety-two  persons  in  the  township  district  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
twenty-one  years,  of  whom  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  were  enrolled  in  the 
schools,  with  a  total  average  daily  attendance  of  one  hundred  and  twelve.  The 
average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil  was  three  dollars  and  seven 
cents.  Value  of  school  houses,  three  thousand  three  hundred  fifty  dollars. 
Value  of  school  apparatus,  three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars.  Number  of 
volumes  in  the  school  district  libraries  four  hundred  thirty-three. 
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TOWN  OF  WESTGATE. 

Until  within  comparatively  recent  years,  Fremont  was  exclusively  a  rural 
township,  having  no  town  or  village  within  its  borders  of  greater  importance 
than  a  country  postoffice.  The  trading  points  were  Maynard,  four  miles  east 
of  the  east  line  of  the  township,  Oelwein  scarcely  three  miles  southeast  of  the 
corner  of  the  township,  and  Sumner,  a  few  miles  farther,  in  Bremer  county. 
But  the  building  of  the  St.  Paul  branch  of  the  Chicag'o  Great  Western  railroad, 
which  traverses  the  township  from  southeast  to  northwest,  stimulated  the 
establishment  of  a  station,  midway  between  Oelwein  and  Sumner.  This  sta¬ 
tion  is  known  as  Westgate,  and  even  before  the  completion  of  the  railroad  it 
began  to  show  signs  of  activity  and  progress.  Men  of  means  and  business 
acumen  foresaw  the  possibilities  of  the  place,  and  within  a  few  years  Westgate 
became  a  thriving  town  of  considerable  importance.  It  was  laid  out  by  Cass 
and  Jamison,  and  was  prosperous  as  a  young  town  from  the  start.  There  are 
all  of  the  industries  usually  found  in  small  towns,  with  several  mercantile 
establishments,  a  hotel,  three  churches,  Methodist  Episcopal.  Catholic  and 
Lutheran,  a  bank,  good  school,  and  various  mechanical  shops,  besides  being 
the  home  of  a  number  of  retired  farmers  from  the  adjacent  country.  For  a 
history  of  the  churches,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  general  articles  which 
treat  of  the  denominations  represented  in  the  town. 

There  are  several  social  and  fraternal  organizations  represented  in  the 
place.  An  Odd  Fellows  lodge  was  once  organized  there  and  prospered  for  a 
time,  but  it  has  been  merged  with  the  lodge  at  Maynard.  Westgate  was  in¬ 
corporated  May  9,  1896,  its  school  district  being  co-extensive  with  the  corpora¬ 
tion  limits.  The  school  house  of  two  rooms  is  valued  at  one  thousand  dollars. 
There  are  sixty-eight  persons  of  school  age  in  the  district,  of  whom  sixty- 
three  were  enrolled  in  the  schools  during  the  last  year,  the  average  daily  at¬ 
tendance  being  forty-nine.  One  male  teacher  was  employed  at  a  salary  of 
sixty  dollars  per  month  and  one  female  whose  salary  was  forty-seven  dollars 
and  fifty  cents.  The  average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil  was 
two  dollars  and  nineteen  cents.  Nine  months’  school  was  taught  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1909,  the  latest  official  report. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 


HARLAN  TOWNSHIP. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mrs.  S.  T.  Barnes,  of  Maynard,  for  the  following 
sketch  of  Harlan  township  history : 

The  township  of  Plarlan  was  organized  in  1859 ;  until  then  it  was  a  part  of 
the  precinct  comprising  the  now  townships  of  Westfield,  C  enter,  Banks,  Fre¬ 
mont,  Harlan,  Smithfield,  Scott,  Jefferson  and  Oran.  The  voting  place  was 
Lima.  In  1855  Westfield  was  organized,  and  from  that  time  up  to  the  second 
Tuesday  in  October,  1859,  the  residents  of  this  township  voted  at  Fayette,  in 
Westfield  township.  On  that  day  the  first  election  was  held  at  the  house  of 
T.  J.  Dewey.  The  polls  were  opened  at  nine  o’clock  A.  M.  and  closed  at  six 
P.  M.  The  following  officers  were  elected:  Trustees,  T.  J.  Dewey,  William 
Taylor  and  W.  B.  Aylesworth ;  township  clerk,  F.  M.  Aylesworth;  justices 
of  the  peace,  J.  B.  Kingsbury  and  C.  M.  Shanklin ;  assessor,  Brown  Stewart. 
The  first  school  record  is  of  a  meeting  called  for  March  11,  1861,  by  William 
Taylor,  president  of  the  school  board.  The  first  teacher  was  Helen  Norton, 
now  Mrs.  Jasper  Dewey;  the  school  was  in  a  log  house  that  was  built  in  1851, 
by  Mills,  and  owned  by  T.  J.  Dewey,  at  that  time  in  district  No.  2,  and  com¬ 
menced  May  14,  i860.  The  salary  was  eleven  dollars  per  month,  without 
board.  The  first  school  house  was  erected  in  the  fall  of  1861.  It  was  built 
of  logs  near  the  northeast  corner  of  the  original  town  plat  of  Maynard  and 
the  first  teacher  was  Miss  Amanda  Stevenson.  The  first  frame  school  house 
was  erected  in  the  summer  of  1862,  by  William  G.  Barnes,  and  the  first  teacher 
of  this  school  was  Miss  Hessie  Crawford,  now  Mrs.  Milton  Taylor.  In  the 
fall  of  1855  C.  M.  Shanklin  built  a  log  house,  and  in  the  spring  of  1856  moved 
his  family  from  Illinois.  This  house  stood  near  the  two  oak  trees  on  the 
corner  of  the  land  now  owned  by  Frank  Burdick,  across  the  street  from  the 
old  creamery.  The  first  white  child  born  in  this  township  was  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  P.  Shy,  in  the  year  1852,  in  a  cabin  on  the  site  now  occupied  by 
the  house  owned  by  William  Malvern.  The  first  person  buried  in  Long  Grove 
Cemetery  was  Minerva  Dewey,  who  died  in  November,  1863.  At  the  time 
of  organizing  the  township  of  Harlan  there  was  a  population  of  about  sixty, 
and  seventeen  voters. 
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The  first  actual  settlers  in  what  is  now  Harlan  township  were  the  Shy, 
Mills  and  Myers  families,  who  located  on  section  1 1  and  commenced  making 
improvements.  Two  of  them  soon  sold  their  claims  to  H.  Barnes,  Sr.,  who 
raised  a  crop  of  wheat  in  1853.  T.  J.  Dewey  purchased  another  of  these 
claims  and  settled  near  Mr.  Barnes.  But  Henry  Maynard  is  entitled  to  the 
credit  of  making  the  first  land  entry  in  this  township.  He  came  from  Illinois 
in  1851  and  entered  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  14,  but  returned  to  Illi¬ 
nois  and  did  not  take  up  his  residence  here  until  1861.  Andrew  Walsh  was 
another  early  pioneer,  in  addition  to  the  names  given  elsewhere. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  eight  sub-districts  in  the  district  township  of  Harlan,  besides 
the  independent  district  of  Maynard.  In  the  eight  sub-districts  there  were 
nine  female  teachers  employed  during  the  last  year,  at  an  average  salary  of 
thirty-seven  dollars  and  forty-six  cents  per  month.  Duration  of  the  schools 
during  the  year  was  eight  months.  The  school  enumeration  shows  one  hun¬ 
dred  ninety-eight  persons  between  five  and  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  the 
district  township,  of  whom  one  hundred  forty-six  were  enrolled  in  the  schools. 
The  disparity  between  the  number  entitled  to  school  advantages  and  the  num¬ 
ber  enrolled  is  due,  in  most  instances,  to  the  absence  of  the  older  pupils  in 
attendance  at  higher  schools.  This  is  true  of  all  the  rural  districts  in  the 
county,  and  should  not  be  construed  as  evidence  that  many  pupils  are  not  at¬ 
tending  school.  The  average  cost  of  tuition  in  Harlan  township  was  three  dol¬ 
lars  and  thirty-seven  cents  for  each  student  attending.  The  school  apparatus 
used  in  the  eight  schools  is  valued  at  one  hundred  ninety-five  dollars,  and  there 
are  four  hundred  seventy-two  volumes  in  the  school  libraries  of  the  township. 
The  school  houses  are  valued  at  three  thousand  nine  hundred  fifty  dollars. 

THE  INCORPORATED  TOWN  OF  MAYNARD. 

This  is  the  only  village  in  the  township.  It  is  located  on  parts  of  four  sec¬ 
tions  at  the  center  of  the  township,  east  and  west,  and  about  two  miles  west 
of  the  east  line.  Portions  of  the  town  are  now  laid  out  on  sections  14,  15,  22 
and  23.  C.  M.  Shanklin  purchased  a  part  of  the  land  upon  which  the  town 
was  located,  and  built  a  house  on  it  in  1864.  But  the  town  was  not  laid  out 
until  the  construction  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota  railroad 
was  assured  in  the  early  seventies.  Maynard  was  laid  out  in  1872-3  by  J.  J. 
Berkey,  of  West  Union.  The  plat  was  recorded  October  16,  1873,  and  the 
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village  was  named  in  honor  of  Henry  Maynard,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  railroad  company.  The  first  residence  on  the  town  plat  was  erected 
and  occupied  by  Joseph  Hadden,  but  the  first  building  was  a  grain  warehouse. 

The  disappearance  of  Daniel  Schuck,  in  October,  1877,  was  the  first  real 
sensation  in  the  quiet  little  town.  Schuck  was  a  bachelor  living  alone,  but 
during  the  season  of  1877  he  had  a  hired  man  named  Christ  Kraft,  who  lived 
with  him.  Schuck  was  last  seen  on  the  17th  of  September  and  on  the  19th 
Kraft  began  hauling  grain  to  Maynard  and  sold  it.  He  alleged  that  Schuck 
had  sold  him  the  farm,  but  had  misrepresented  financial  conditions,  stating 
that  there  was  a  five  hundred  dollar  mortgage  on  the  farm,  when  there  was 
one  thousand  dollars  against  it.  Kraft  soon  rented  the  place  to  another  man 
and  disappeared  from  the  community.  A  legal  proceeding  was  instituted,  but 
no  cause  of  action  was  developed,  and  neither  party  to  the  tragedy  has  ever 
been  seen  in  the  vicinity.  The  claim  of  Kraft  that  he  had  purchased  the  farm 
was  not  sustained  in  law,  and  an  administrator  settled  the  estate  of  Daniel 
Shuck,  his  continued  absence  being,  in  law,  prima  facie  evidence  of  his  death. 

CHURCHES. 

For  a  history  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  and  Presbyterian  churches  in 
this  township,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  special  articles  on  those  subjects. 
The  same  is  true  of  the  Catholic  and  Lutheran  communicants,  who  are  numer¬ 
ous  throughout  the  township. 

There  are  two  country  churches  still  holding  organizations  near  the  north 
line  of  the  township,  but  over  in  Center  township.  One  of  these  is  a  Meth¬ 
odist  organization,  while  the  other  is  owned  and  sustained  by  the  United 
Brethren.  The  latter  is  the  location  of  an  annual  camp-meeting  usually  held 
in  the  groves  adjacent,  and  this  has  been  the  scene  of  many  enthusiastic  re¬ 
vivals,  as  well  as  of  a  summer  outing  for  people  of  all  religious  faith,  many 
attending  from  distant  points  in  the  county  or  elsewhere.  This  is  known  as 
the  “Grub”  church,  because  of  its  location  in  and  near  scrubby  timber.  It 
was  organized  in  March,  1878,  under  the  ministrations  of  Rev.  R.  D.  Mc¬ 
Cormick,  a  pioneer  minister  in  the  United  Brethren  church  and  who  is  still 
living  in  the  county.  It  was  organized  with  fourteen  members,  some  of  whom 
lived  in  the  town  of  Maynard,  about  three  miles  south  of  the  church.  Since 
the  division  of  the  church  on  disciplinary  grounds,  as  mentioned  elsewhere,  this 
organization  has  allied  itself  with  the  “Liberals.”  Previous  to  the  building 
of  the  church  edifice,  services  were  held  in  the  school  houses  until  the  formation 
of  a  class  was  assured.  1 
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The  village  of  Maynard  was  incorporated  in  June,  1887,  and  since  that 
date  it  has  developed  into  a  good  trading  point,  being"  always  an  excellent  stock 
and  grain  market.  The  residence  portion  of  the  town  is  extremely  handsome, 
being  situated  in  beautiful  natural  groves.  The  site  of  the  town  is  on  level 
ground,  which  is  a  characteristic  of  the  township  throughout.  There  are  about 
three  sections  of  timber  land  from  Maynard  north  to  the  township  line,  these 
sections  being  3,  10  and  15,  with  a  little  scattering  timber  adjacent.  The  south 
branch  of  the  Volga  river  flows  north  through  the  town  of  Maynard,  through 
this  timbered  belt,  and  enters  the  main  stream  near  Fayette,  in  Westfield  town¬ 
ship. 

The  Long  Grove  Dairymen’s  Association  was  incorporated  at  Maynard, 
in  December,  1875,  with  Henry  Maynard,  president,  Judson  A.  Stevens,  vice- 
president,  E.  B.  Snedigar,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  association  erected  a 
commodious  building  of  two  stories  and  basement  eighteen  by  thirty  feet,  at 
a  cost  of  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars.  This  was  the  first  creamery  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  community,  and  a  thriving  business  was  transacted.  The  first 
officers  are  all  dead  or  removed  from  the  county,  and  though  there  is  still  a 
prosperous  creamery  business  conducted  at  Maynard,  it  is  operated  by  private 
enterprise.  There  is  also  a  feed  mill,  and  other  public  enterprises  in  the  town, 
besides  several  good  stores,  mechanical  shops,  machinery  supplies,  etc.  The 
only  hotel  in  the  place  was  burned  recently,  and  a  larger  and  better  one  is  now 
under  construction.  The  Maynard  Savings  Bank  is  the  monetary  institution 
of  the  town.  The  officers  are,  W.  B.  Beatty,  president,  A.  H.  Meihe,  vice- 
president,  and  E.  F.  Warnke,  cashier. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

The  Maynard  school  district,  coincident  with  the  boundaries  of  the  cor¬ 
poration,  has  a  new  and  modern  school  house  with  four  rooms,  employing  one 
male  teacher  and  four  females,  the  former  at  a  salary  of  seventy-five  dollars 
per  month  and  the  latter  at  an  average  salary  of  forty-one  dollars  and  sixty- 
six  cents.  Nine  months’  school  is  provided  for  during  the  year.  Of  one  hun¬ 
dred  fifty-one  persons  between  five  and  twenty-one  years,  one  hundred  twenty- 
nine  were  enrolled  in  the  schools,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  one 
hundred  fourteen.  Besides  these,  there  were  eleven  non-resident  students  at¬ 
tending  who  contributed  one  hundred  thirty-six  dollars  and  eighty  cents  to 
the  school  funds  of  the  district.  The  average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for 
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each  pupil  was  one  dollar  and  seventy-six  cents.  The  school  house  is  valued 
at  five  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  with  six  hundred  dollars  invested  in 
school  apparatus.  1  here  are  one  hundred  sixty-nine  volumes  in  the  school 
district  library. 

Some  of  the  old  settlers  of  the  town  and  near-by  community  were  the 
Maynard  and  Pember  families,  J.  A.  Stevens,  E.  B.  Snedigar,  C.  S.  Older,  C. 
B.  Rich,  Emory  Frost,  A.  S.  Payne,  H.  S.  Hadsel,  W.  E.  Davis,  Isaiah  Stans¬ 
berry,  Levi  Smith,  O.  D.  Bement,  Harlow  Giles,  J.  P.  Prendergast,  O.  L. 
Farrand,  Christ.  First,  S.  H.  Coon,  Hiram  Barnes,  S.  M.  Goodall,  J.  S.  Hat¬ 
ton,  W.  H.  Syford,  W.  H.  Potter,  J.  A.  Vincent,  F.  M.  Leach,  George  A. 
Sampson,  Adam  H.  Weaver,  S.  S.  Westgate,  Joseph  E.  Beckner,  S.  P.  Cush¬ 
man,  E.  Packard,  W.  B.  Beatty,  M.  C.  Payne,  S.  T.  Barnes,  George  Barkoff, 
John  Cutler,  George  Rice,  the  Talcott  families,  Matthew  Smith,  E.  E.  Day, 
Josiah  Davis,  the  Conrads,  H.  L.  Hadsel,  George  Sykes,  the  Fosket  and  Hol¬ 
lister  families.  It  is  not  assumed  that  this  is  a  complete  list  of  early  settlers’ 
names,  and  some  may  be  omitted- from  the  list  who  ought  to  be  there;  but  this 
is  the  best  that  can  be  done  at  this  late  date. 

SOCIAL  AND  FRATERNAL  ORDERS. 

In  December,  1873,  Long  Grove  Grange  was  organized  in  Maynard,  and 
during  its  existence,  which  covered  a  period  of  many  years,  nearly  every  man 
and  woman  in  the  surrounding  country  was  associated  with  it.  Many  of  the 
early  members  are  dead  and  others  removed,  while  the  younger  generations 
have  allied  themselves  with  other  societies. 

The  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  lodge  has  been  one  of  the  con¬ 
tinuing  institutions  of  the  place,  and  much  good  has  resulted  from  its  exist¬ 
ence.  Diana  Lodge  No.  87  was  organized  on  the  30th  of  November,  1876, 
and  was  for  a  number  of  years  an  exceptionally  strong  organization.  It  is 
purely  an  insurance  society,  though  the  ritualistic  and  social  functions  are  a 
source  of  pleasure  to  the  members. 

Maynard  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was  organized  in 
1891,  and  started  out  with  a  strong  membership.  It  has  always  been  an 
active  and  influential  society  in  the  town.  A  few  years  ago  the  Westgate 
lodge  was  consolidated  with  the  Maynard  organization,  thus  discontinuing  the 
one  and  strengthening  the  other.  This  is  now  the  most  prominent  and  active 
social  and  beneficial  fraternity  in  the  place. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 


ILLYRIA  TOWNSHIP. 

Close  to  the  north  bank  of  the  Volga  are  still  seen  the  holes  where  were 
the  two  fireplaces  of  the  double  log  house  known  as  the  Culver  Trading  Post. 
This  has  been  recognized  as  the  first  permanent  white  man’s  dwelling  built  in 
Fayette  county,  though  undoubtedly  an  error,  since  the  Wilcox  brothers,  at  an 
earlier  date,  had  erected  a  log  house  in  the  Volga  valley  near  the  line  dividing 
Westfield  from  Smithfield  township,  as  is  remembered  by  A.  J.  Hensley. 

George  Culver  was  a  banker  in  Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  who  came  to  Iowa 
to  trade  with  the  Indians,  having  for  a  partner  one  Joseph  Hewitt,  a  man  some¬ 
what  notorious  in  the  early  history  of  the  county.  Culver  removed  to  St. 
Paul  about  1848  where  he  kept  a  wholesale  establishment  for  supplying  goods 
to  his  various  Indian  posts.  Two  or  three  logs  are  still  lying  near  the  old  site, 
but  nearly  all  of  hewed  rock  elm  are  doing  duty  as  a  hog  house  for  William 
D.  Mattocks,  who  now  owns  the  place.  Formerly  a  spring  broke  forth  at  the 
foot  of  the  bank  on  which  the  house  stood,  but  no  trace  of  that  remains.  A 
few  rods  northwest  an  Indian  chief  was  put  to  rest  on  his  way  to  the  happy 
hunting  grounds.  A  log  inclosure  was  built  in  which  the  dead  chief  was 
seated  with  gun  and  tomahawk,  and  there  remained  till  time  and  worms  de¬ 
stroyed  the  body ;  but  what  became  of  gun  and  tomahawk  is  unknown.  Scat¬ 
tered  here  and  there  in  the  vicinity  are,  or  were,  other  Indian  graves.  Former¬ 
ly  human  bones  and  implements  of  war  and  chase  were  turned  up  by  the  plow. 
Quite  a  large  burying  ground  was  discovered  on  the  farm  owned  in  early  days 
by  Milton  Crow.  The  old  man  fenced  it  out  and  left  it  undisturbed  while  he 
lived  on  the  farm. 

Fevi  Cousins,  an  old  and  respected  resident  of  Wadena,  remembers  see¬ 
ing  on  the  place  now  owned  by  James  Corbin  three  poles  about  sixteen  feet 
high,  hewed  eight-sided,  which  stood  for  many  years  bearing  tomahawks, 
spearheads,  and  the  scalp  of  a  white  woman.  The  trading  post  stood  on  sec¬ 
tion  26,  about  half  a  mile  east  of  the  creamery  owned  by  F.  J.  Schroeder,  on 
a  portion  of  the  five  hundred  thousand  acre  grant  made  April  4,  1841,  by  the 
United  States  government  to  the  state  of  Iowa. 

The  first  entry  after  Culver’s,  near  Wadena,  seems  to  have  been  made  by 
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Samuel  Stevens,  in  1851,  a  forty-acre  lot  lying  on  both  sides  of  the  river  which 
crossed  it  about  mid-way,  and  included  the  mill  site,  and  most  of  the  land  where 
Wadena  now  stands.  Mr.  Stevens  sold  to  Horace  Countryman  and  his  father, 
both  millwrights.  They  constructed  a  dam,  and  the  elder  Countryman  built  a 
house  and  sawmill  in  1853-4,  and  four  years  later,  in  1857-8,  Horace  built  a 
gristmill  in  partnership  with  Major  D.  B.  Herriman,  the  latter  furnishing  the 
funds,  and  the  former  the  plans  and  much  of  the  workmanship. 

But  the  next  entry  of  land  in  Illyria  township,  after  Culver's  (who  en¬ 
tered  on  sections  22,  26  and  27,  June  25,  1849)  was  made  by  Andrew  J.  Hens¬ 
ley,  on  section  19,  in  October,  1849.  Hensley  had  lived  in  the  county  for 
five  years  previous  to  this.  The  land  Which  he  entered  at  that  time,  subse¬ 
quently  became  a  part  of  the  David  Fussell  farm. 

Many  years  ago  the  sawmill  above  referred  to  was  dragged  from  its 
foundation  by  a  tree  catching  in  its  timbers  when  floating  down  the  river  in  a 
flood.  The  dam  likewise  was  destroyed  in  1903,  and  the  grist-mill  badly  dam¬ 
aged.  On  the  representation  of  Mr.  Olmstead  (Mr.  Culver  being  short  of 
funds)  Maj.  D.  B.  Herriman  bought  the  section  on  which  the  trading  post 
was  located,  without  seeing  it,  and  on  visiting  the  place,  was  so  well  pleased 
that  he  bought  also  the  forty  acres  entered  by  Stevens  and  added  gradually  to 
his  domain  till  one  thousand  four  hundred  acres  were  his.  He  it  was  who 
gave  the  name  Wadena  to  the  place,  in  memory  of  a  former  chief,  a  friend  of 
his.  He  built  the  largest  house  in  the  county  at  the  time,  and  Thomas  Fennell 
made  the  brick  close  by.  Mr.  Fennell  still  lives  there. 

In  the  spring  of  1852  the  county  judge  appointed  Joshua  Cousins,  Thomas 
Markley  and  Asa  Parks  a  committee  to  organize  the  township. 

They  met  at  the  Culver  trading  post,  and  using  some  stumps  standing 
just  eastward,  they  placed  a  board  on  the  tops  for  a  table,  and  so  in  the  open 
air  completed  the  organization.  The  following  persons  were  duly  chosen  for 
office:  Township  clerk,  Thomas  Markley;  justice  of  the  peace,  Asa  Parks; 
constable,  Isaac  Parks. 

Being  the  eldest  member  of  the  community,  Joshua  Cousins  was  privileged 
to  name  the  township.  So  the  name  Illyria  was  selected  from  the  town  of 
Elyria  in  Ohio,  where  he  had  formerly  lived.  The  first  election  was  held  the 
following  autumn,  in  a  grove  about  half  a  mile  north  of  the  Robert  A.  Rich¬ 
ardson  place,  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Ella  Clothier,  of  Fayette,  and  near  the  site 
of  the  late  William  Pritchard’s  home. 

The  first  fair  was  held  the  same  year,  near  the  same  place — about  one 
mile  southeast.  The  attendance  was  large,  something  like  a  hundred  persons 
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being  present!  (See  Miscellaneous  chapter  for  more  complete  history  of  the 
Illyria  fair.) 

Before  a  township  could  be  organized,  there  must  have  been  people  to 
organize.  Settlers  had  begun  to  arrive.  First  came  the  transitory  population, 
composed  mostly  of  mere  squatters,  whose  names  have  disappeared.  But 
others  who  were  to  remain  for  the  rest  of  their  lives  came  also.  Possibly  to 
some  of  them  were  born  children  on  the  soil  of  Illyria.  But  the  first  white 
child  who  saw  the  light  of  the  sun  in  Illyria  township,  so  far  as  is  now  known, 
was  Hugh  Lockard,  born  near  the  south  center  of  the  township,  a  few  rods 
from  the  line. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  who  have  believed  that  Hugh  Lockard  was  the 
first  white  male  child  born  in  the  county,  let  it  suffice  to  say  that  his  birth 
occurred  October  20,  1850,  having  been  preceded  eighteen  days  by  Oscar  W. 
Rogers,  at  West  Union.  But  several  other  births  in  the  county  antedate 
these. 

In  the  spring  of  1849,  a  young  man  left  Cornwall,  England,  and  duly  ar¬ 
rived  in  Wisconsin.  In  September,  1849,  ^ie  chose  a  place  in  northern  Illyria, 
followed  the  next  month  by  his  father,  and  some  of  his  brothers  and  sisters. 
Walter  Humphrey  entered  from  the  government  the  farm  now  owned  by  Fred 
Messerli.  Mr.  McLaughlin,  the  place  now  owned  by  James  T.  S.  Humphrey, 
Samuel  Holton,  the  place  now  owned  by  Thomas  Kerr,  while  there  were  those 
who  early  came  and  soon  went.  Their  places  were  taken  by  such  well-known 
persons  as  Eaton,  Speed,  Foxwell,  J.  O.  and  W.  K.  Albright,  William  Moore, 
A.  W.  Kimball,  Willard  Robbins,  R.  H.  May,  C.  W.  Strong,  D.  D.  D.  Briggs, 
A.  J.  Patterson,  Phil  Lowers,  Alex.  Peters,  Joseph  Ogle,  Daniel  Mattocks, 
Ed.  Elwell,  O.  L.  Gilson,  John  McMillan,  George  Stansberry,  R.  A.  Richard¬ 
son,  Joseph  Holsworth,  the  Sargents,  Thomas  Kinsey,  William  Morras,  Wil¬ 
liam  Pritchard,  Peter  Eller,  Heinrich  Hidinger,  Thomas  Fennell  and  others, — 
families  well  known.  Some  of  their  descendants  grew  to  useful  citizenship, 
and  still  live  in  the  township  (see  personal  sketches). 

Very  early  in  the  settlement  of  the  township  children  of  the  hardy  pio¬ 
neers  were  found  gathered  in  schools.  Very  little  of  the  apparatus  now 
deemed  essential  was  there.  Log  houses  with  open  fire-places,  with  slabs  for 
stools,  with  few  or  no  desks.  In  such  buildings  children  conned  their  lessons, 
and  froze  their  backs,  while  they  blistered  their  faces  at  the  fire-places,  in  the 
freezing  winters.  But  they  learned,  and  some  became  scholars,  while  others 
failed,  as  they  do  now.  But  spelling  flourished.  There  were  giants  in  those 
days,  and  they  fought  in  the  spelling  contests  in  the  old  fashioned  “spelling- 
schools. ”  How  they  did  enjoy  those  simple  recreations !  The  spelling  match, 
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the  speaking,  and  at  “recess,”  the  wrestling  matches  and  other  pioneer  amuse¬ 
ments  ! 

Wadena  s  “first  doctor"  was  pronouncing  words  from  memory — though 
looking  at  the  spelling-book,  to  decide  a  hotly  contested  bout  between  the 
Wadena  school  and  a  neighboring  one  and  put  out  the  word  “document.”  It 
was  spelled  correctly  at  the  first  trial,  but  the  doctor’s  “mental  picture”  was 
wrong!  We  opine  he  would  spell  document  “ docymcnt to  this  day!  He 
lives  in  Arlington,  and  the  “pupil”  who  wasn't  dozvned  is  writing  this  article! 

I  he  coming  of  the  railroad  up  the  beautiful  Volga  valley  meant  much  to 
the  progress  of  Wadena  and  Illyria  township,  not  alone  because  of  the  stead v- 
advance  in  values,  which  followed,  but  also  in  the  moral  and  intellectual  ad¬ 
vancement.  With  the  railroad  came  fresh  blood  and  business  energy,  and  from 
1877  Wadena  took  an  upward  trend.  Previously  the  little  hamlet  seemed  to 
be  in  a  rut,  and  most  of  its  citizens  were  indifferent  to  the  emoluments  of 
honest  effort  and  economical  habits.  For  many  years  the  weekly  horse-race  in 
the  Herriman  lane,  with  its  attendant  saloon  equipment  and  other  features  of 
gambling,  furnished  the  principal  amusements  and  revenue — to  the  fortunate. 
Nearly  all  of  the  inhabitants  in  early  days  were  dependent  upon  daily  labor  for 
a  livelihood  and  the  Herriman  estate,  with  the  mills,  and  lumbering  interests 
furnished  the  employment.  The  people  were  all  poor,  hence  Major  Herriman 
was  looked  upon  as  a  kind  of  benefactor  and  right  well  he  realized  his  promi¬ 
nence  and  importance  in  this  respect.  He  was  not  a  bad  taskmaster,  in  that  he 
was  not  over-exacting  in  the  amount  of  labor  required,  and  was  always  ready 
to  pay.  Many  of  his  employes  received  their  pay,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  pork, 
flour  and  other  products  of  the  big  farm,  and  usually  at  fair  prices.  But  the 
Herriman  influence  predominated,  and  it  was  not  by  any  means  a  saintly  in¬ 
fluence  ! 

TOWN  OF  WADENA. 

The  existence  of  Wadena  dates  from  the  establishment  of  the  Culver 
Trading  Post,  about  a  mile  east  of  the  present  town,  in  the  year  1841.  But 
Culver  came  to  near-by  territory  in  Clayton  county  and  was  elected  one  of  the 
county  commissioners  of  that  county  in  1838.  He  was  also  assessor  of  Clayton 
county  in  1839,  and  became  associated  with  Joe  Hewitt,  in  that  county,  in 
1841.  In  that  year  he  came  to  the  vicinity  of  Brush  creek,  in  this  county,  and 
assisted  the  Mumfords  in  building  their  house  (the  second  one)  and  soon 
thereafter  opened  the  trading  post  near  the  present  town  of  Wadena.  He 
continued  his  traffic  with  the  Indians  until  their  removal  to  Minnesota  in  1848, 
and  accompanied  them  on  their  northern  migration.  During  the  severe  win- 
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ier  of  1842-3,  the  Indians  suffered  greatly  and  were  threatened  with  starva¬ 
tion.  Culver  came  to  their  rescue  and  let  them  have  the  necessaries  of  life 
on  credit.  Being  unable  to  collect  from  the  Indians  during  the  succeeding 
three  years,  he  and  Hewitt  went  to  Washington  in  1846  and  presented  their 
claims  to  the  government  and  received  their  pay  from  that  source.  This 
trading  post  then  became  the  nucleus  to  the  little  village  which  came  into  ex¬ 
istence  in  1855,  when  Horace  Countryman  and  his  father  built  a  saw-mill 
and  established  a  home  on  the  present  town  site;  but  it  was  not  known  as 
Wadena  at  that  time.  (The  first  postoffice  name  of  the  place  was  “War- 
dena.”) 

In  1857,  Major  David  B.  Herriman  traded  Minnesota  property  to  Culver 
for  the  latter's  possessions  here  without  the  formality  of  an  examination.  “The 
Major”  was  so  well  pleased  with  his  bargain  that  he  continued  to  add  to  his 
possessions  in  real  estate  until  he  had  accumulated  a  large  and  valuable  tract 
at  the  time  of  his  death  in  the  seventies.  Major  Herriman  was  Indian  agent 
at  Crow  Wing,  Minnesota — all  Indian  agents  have  military  titles,  usually  that 
of  “Major,”  and  this  answers  a  question  often  asked  with  reference  to  Major 
Herriman — and  while  so  engaged,  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Culver.  The 
latter  had  a  contract  for  freighting  goods  from  St.  Paul,  the  head  of  steamboat 
navigation,  to  Indian  agencies  in  Minnesota  and  elsewhere,  and  thus  became 
acquainted  with  the  agent  at  Crow  Wing,  which  culminated  in  the  exchange 
of  “squatter  rights”  between  himself  and  Major  Herriman.  But  when  the 
land  came  into  market,  a  few  years  after  the  exchange  was  made,  Culver  re¬ 
turned  and  entered  it,  and  it  is  presumed  that  Major  Herriman  performed  the 
same  service  in  Minnesota  for  Culver. 

The  home  of  the  Herrimans  was  established  in  the  double  log  house 
erected  for  a  trading  post,  and  continued  there  for  several  years,  during  which 
time  the  well-appointed  three-story  brick  house  was  erected,  which,  for  many 
years,  was  the  admiration — and  envy,  too — of  the  poor  pioneers  who  lived  in 
houses  not  comparable  in  value  and  conveniences  to  the  hewed-log  building 
which  the  Herrimans  had  abandoned. 

The  town  of  Wadena  was  laid  out  by  Horace  and  Elizabeth  Countryman 
and  David  and  Elizabeth  Herriman,  in  July,  1857,  and  the  plat  was  recorded 
May  11,  1859.  For  many  years  the  village  had  a  tardy  growth  and  was  as 
“backwoodsy”  as  any  of  its  backwoods  competitors.  The  first  store  was 
opened  there  by  A.  H.  Blake,  and  he  was  followed  by  Webster,  J.  N.  Hage- 
man,  D.  A.  Brown,  who  remained  in  business  longest,  and  kept  the  most  com¬ 
plete  stock  of  goods  prior  to  the  coming  of  the  railroad  in  1878.  Up  to  the 
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date  last  written  there  was  never  more  than  one  store  in  the  village,  if  we 
except  the  few  knick-knacks  always  to  be  found  in  the  ever-present  saloon. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  1878,  the  first  shipment  of  goods  was  made  over  the 
railroad  from  the  station  at  Wadena.  The  village  remained  the  western 
terminus  of  the  Volga  Valley  railroad  until  the  winter  of  1881,  when  it  was 
extended  to  West  Union,  which  is  now  the  terminus  of  the  Volga  Valley 
branch  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul.  Almost  seven  miles  of  this 
road  traverse  Illyria  township,  while  the  corporation  of  Wadena  has  ninety 
one-hundredths  miles.  The  assessed  valuation  of  the  road  in  this  township 
is  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  mile,  or  a  total  valuation  for  assess¬ 
ment  purposes  of  twenty-four  thousand  one  hundred  eighty-five  dollars.  The 
United  States  Express  Company  operates  seven  and  eighty-one  hundredths 
miles  of  line  in  the  town  and  township,  with  an  assessment  valuation  of  two 
hundred  seventy-four  dollars.  The  same  mileage  of  the  Western  Union  Tele¬ 
graph  Company  has  a  valuation  of  six  hundred  twenty-five  dollars.  The  Iowa 
Telephone  Company  has  six  miles  of  line  in  the  township,  valued  at  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy-one  dollars,  and  the  Interstate  has  three  and  one-fourth  miles, 
valued  at  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

THE  WADENA  SCHOOL. 

With  the  coming  of  the  first  pioneers  a  log  school  house  was  built  just 
north  of  the  village  site,  and  schools,  religious  services,  shows,  and  all  public 
meetings  of  the  town  and  vicinity  were  conducted  there  for  many  years.  The 
writer  was  engaged  to  teach  the  school  there  during  the  winter  of  1865-6,  but 
a  religious  meeting  held  about  the  time  the  school  was  to  commence  was  the 
probable  cause  of  the  burning  of  the  school  house.  (It  will  be  remembered 
that  in  the  days  of  which  we  are  writing  there  was  a  good  deal  said  about 
“fire  and  brimstone,”  and  this  might  have  been  a  case  of  “spontaneous  com¬ 
bustion.”)  But  the  absence  of  the  district  school  was  compensated  for,  in  a 
measure,  by  the  would-be  teacher  organizing  a  commercial  school,  whereat  all 
the  young  people  of  the  town  and  community — and  some  older  ones — were 
enrolled,  and  the  capacity  of  “Hageman’s  Hall” — about  sixteen  feet  square — 
was  taxed  in  true  pioneer  style.  Some  learned  to  write  and  keep  accounts, 
but  more  improved  the  art  of  “sparking,”  in  which  accomplishment  none 
seemed  to  be  deficient !  This  teacher  was  somewhat  of  a  monopolist,  in  that  he 
held  the  office  of  township  clerk  from  1869  to  1877,  the  office  of  township 
assessor  six  years  of  the  time  covered  by  the  above  dates,  and  the  office  of 
secretary  of  the  township  school  board  during  the  last  four  years  of  the  above 
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“time  limit,”  resigning  all  when  he  removed  from  the  township  in  the  spring 
of  1877. 

The  burned  school  house  was  succeeded  by  a  stone  structure  of  somewhat 
larger  dimensions  than  the  one  destroyed,  this  one  being  eighteen  by  thirty-six 
feet,  all  in  one  room.  It  was  an  unsightly  edifice,  erected  on  contract  with 
Major  Herriman,  for  a  consideration  of  eight  hundred  dollars.  It  immedi¬ 
ately  came  into  the  same  services  required  of  the  old  one,  for  Wadena  had  not 
then  even  thought  of  a  church,  opera  house  or  public  hall.  The  first  term  was 
taught  in  this  house  by  the  “monopolist"  above  mentioned,  who  continued  to 
hold  the  position  during  eight  succeeding  winter  terms,  with  the  exception  of 
one  winter.  Ninety-four  pupils,  of  all  ages,  from  the  trundle  bed  to  young 
men  older  than  the  teacher,  were  enrolled  during  the  first  term  in  the  “new 
school  house.”  An  assistant  was  provided,  but  it  does  not  require  a  strong 
stretch  of  the  imagination  to  discern  how  unsatisfactory  would  be  the  recita¬ 
tions  of  two  classes  at  the  same  time,  in  opposite  ends  of  the  same  room.  Slab 
benches  were  provided,  some  of  them  actually  having  backs  to  them.  These 
were  loose,  and  could  be  moved  around  as  needed,  provided  there  was  enough 
muscle  applied.  Wide  planks  were  fastened  around  the  walls  on  two  sides, 
with  stationary  plank  seats  affixed.  When  the  pupils  were  at  study,  they  sat 
with  their  backs  against  the  edge  of  this  sloping  plank  “desk” ;  but  when  writ¬ 
ing  time  came,  they  gracefully  dismounted  and  faced  the  stone  wall !  A  huge 
“box  stove"  filled  the  requirements  for  heating  purposes,  it  being  stationed  well 
to  the  front,  so  that  the  heads  of  the  pupils  sitting  under  about  ten  yards  of  hot 
stove  pipe  might  not  get  their  ears  frozen !  The  benches  were  high  enough 
to  prevent  the  little  folks  from  beating  a  tattoo  on  the  floor,  and  thus  annoy 
the  larger  pupils  who  had  their  backs  against  the  edge  of  the  plank  desk.  The 
lighting  was  on  a  par  with  the  other  arrangements,  and  as  for  ventilation — 
well,  such  a  thing  had  never  been  heard  of!  Neither  had  carbonic  acid  gas 
and  the  other  “ingredients”  found  in  the  breath  of  ninety-four  persons  con¬ 
fined  for  six  hours  a  day  in  the  same  room.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  children 
went  home  sick  with  headache?  But  this  is  only  a  feeble  representation  of  the 
typical  pioneer  school  in  Illyria,  as  well  as  all  other  pioneer  localities,  except 
that  few  of  them  could  boast  of  having  solid  stone  school  houses.  But  soon 
after  the  advent  of  the  railroad,  and  the  incoming  of  quite  an  addition  to  the 
population,  conditions  were  revolutionized  in  the  village  of  Wadena.  Soon  a 
brick  school  house  of  two  rooms  was  erected  down  in  the  town,  and  pupils  were 
“graded”  according  to  their  advancement.  On  the  22d  of  July,  1895,  the  town 
was  incorporated,  and  an  independent  town  district  established.  (Previously 
the  school  had  been  sustained  by  the  district  township.)  During  the  year  1909, 
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an  addition  was  built  to  the  school  house,  which  was  otherwise  improved,  with 
the  possibility  of  four  rooms,  three  being  now  utilized,  and  three  teachers  em¬ 
ployed.  The  value  of  the  building  at  present  is  about  three  thousand  five  hun¬ 
dred  dollars,  and  it  is  a  credit  to  any  town  of  the  size.  During  the  year  1909, 
two  female  teachers  were  employed  during  a  period  of  eight  months,  at  an 
average  salary  of  forty-three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  month.  There  were 
one  hundred  nineteen  persons  of  school  age  in  the  district,  of  whom  ninety-four 
were  enrolled  in  the  school,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  sixty-two. 
The  average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil  was  one  dollar  and 
twenty-three.  The  value  of  apparatus  used  in  the  school  is  one  hundred 
eighty  dollars,  and  there  are  two  hundred  two  volumes  in  the  school  library. 

In  1871  a  Catholic  church  was  erected,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Thomas 
Fennell,  Sr.,  and  this  served  the  purposes  of  the  large  congregation  of  Cath¬ 
olics  within  reach  of  it,  until  a  year  or  two  ago,  when  it  was  torn  down  and 
a  handsome  structure  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  building.  See  history  of 
the  Catholic  church  for  further  details.  The  abandoned  school  house,  after 
being  plastered  outside  and  in,  was  turned  into  a  church  for  the  United  Breth¬ 
ren,  and  served  this  purpose  until  the  building  of  the  handsome  little  union 
church  down  town.  It  has  been  merged  into  a  dwelling  house. 

For  many  years  after  the  building  of  the  mills  at  Wadena  they  were  the 
principal  incentive  to  the  farmers  to  visit  the  place.  There  was  no  hotel,  and 
seldom  a  boarding  house,  in  the  town  until  after  the  railroad  was  completed 
to  the  place ;  hence  men  and  boys  not  accustomed  to  visiting  saloons  were 
forced  to  patronize  them  in  an  endeavor  to  get  something  to  eat  as  well  as 
to  drink. 

But  an  entirely  different  moral  tone  pervades  the  locality  at  present,  and 
there  is  a  growing  tendency  to  eliminate  every  feature  of  lawlessness,  and  this 
is  supported  by  the  best  people  in  the  town.  Mention  has  been  made  of  the 
three  first  merchants  in  the  place,  but  these  have  been  followed  by  many  other 
excellent  men.  Prominent  among  them  is  George  G.  Scott,  who  came  to 
the  town  with  the  railroad,  and  owned  and  operated  a  large  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness  for  about  thirty  years.  Mr.  Scott  is  a  man  of  great  industry,  backed 
by  keen  business  sagacity  and  an  untarnished  record  as  an  honest  and  up¬ 
right  man.  Fie  probably  did  more  for  Wadena  and  surrounding  country 
than  any  other  merchant  who  ever  lived  there.  Fie  is  now  retired  from  active 
pursuits,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  well-earned  competence. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  enumerate  all  the  business  people  who  have 
located  in  Wadena,  but  we  will  give  the  names  of  a  few  who  maintained  a 
continuous  residence  there  from  pioneer  days  until  death  claimed  them. 
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Thomas  Markley  was  the  pioneer  carpenter.  He  reared  a  large  family,  some 
of  whom  reside  in  the  town  at  present;  Joseph  Nicol  was  the  first  shoemaker, 
or  cobbler;  Joseph  Mitchell  was  the  first  blacksmith,  followed  by  George 
Kiple.  All  are  dead  except  the  last  named,  who  lives  in  West  Union.  After 
various  changes  in  the  operation  of  the  grist  mill,  Alvin  Sears  leased  it  and 
located  there  in  the  early  sixties.  He  died  of  cancer  many  years  ago.  The 
mill  subsequently  fell  into  the  hands  of  B.  N.  Talcott  and  Porter  Nye,  who 
greatly  improved  it  in  the  seventies,  but  found  it  unprofitable  in  later  years, 
due  to  the  expense  of  hauling  wheat  in  and  manufactured  products  out,  in 
competition  with  mills  more  favorably  situated.  Mr.  Talcott  died  and  Mr. 
Nye  removed  to  Minnesota.  Eber  White  was  one  of  the  first  saloon  keepers, 
followed  by  Philip  Lowers.  Both  are  long  since  dead.  John  Hellerich  was 
the  first  harness  maker,  and  his  industry  and  good  workmanship  have  made 
him  wealthy.  He  still  conducts  the  only  business  in  his  line.  Stephen 
Seward,  Cal  Crawford,  Henry  Cook,  Heinrich  Hidinger,  Peter  Eller,  the 
three  Fennell  brothers,  Martin  Walters,  were  pioneer  farmers.  William 
Sargent  was  an  early  blacksmith  in  the  village,  though  his  parents  were  among 
the  first  settlers  in  northwestern  Illyria,  and  William  and  his  brother  John  did 
not  locate  in  Wadena  until  in  the  early  seventies.  Together  they  operated 
a  blacksmith  and  wagon  shop  for  some  years;  but  John  removed  from  the 
county  and  William  retired.  He  served  several  years  as  justice  of  the  peace 
in  Wadena. 

Rev.  William  Moore,  an  early  settler  in  northeastern  Illyria,  bought 
land  in  section  23,  north  of  Wadena,  in  1869,  and  opened  up  a  new  farm  in  the 
timber.  He  died  in  1873,  and  the  property  was  distributed  among  his  heirs 
and  is  now  owned  by  his  son,  Rev.  Jasper  S.  Moore,  who  has  developed  it  into 
a  fine  stock  farm  with  good  improvements  and  modern  equipments.  He 
has  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  acquired  through  the  original  homestead  and 
several  additions  by  purchase. 

The  township  of  Illyria  is  specially  adapted  to  diversified  farming.  It 
was  originally  nearly  all  timber  land,  there  being  several  sections  of  heavy 
timber,  as  good  as  any  in  the  county.  Most  of  this  was  held  in  early  days 
by  foreign  speculators.  It  was  tardy  in  development  because  of  the  high 
prices  at  which  it  was  held,  but  is  now  all  owned  by  residents  of  the  township, 
and  most  of  it  has  been  cleared  and  turned  into  excellent  farms.  There  was 
no  prairie  land  of  any  consequence  in  Illyria  township.  It  is  rolling  and  in 
some  localities  quite  hilly,  but  the  acreage  of  waste  land  is  small.  It  is 
well  watered  with  never-failing  streams  and  many  fine  springs.  The  Volga 
river  and  its  numerous  tributaries  are  the  principal  sources  of  water-supply, 
this  river,  at  Wadena,  furnishing  one  of  the  best  water  powers  in  the  county. 
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EDUCATIONAL. 


The  schools  of  Illyria  have  always  been  the  special  pride  of  the  people, 
and  teachers  have  been  well  paid  in  the  township,  compared  with  the  wages 
paid  elsewhere,  from  the  beginning  of  their  career.  As  the  settlement  of 
the  township  progressed,  schools  were  supplied  by  the  district  township  board 
until  there  are  now  ten  sub-districts  with  comfortable  school  houses,  to  sup¬ 
ply  the  educational  needs  of  two  hundred  and  forty-two  pupils  of  school  age 
in  the  rural  districts.  Of  these,  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  were  enrolled 
during  the  last  year,  while  several  students  were  in  attendance  at  higher  insti¬ 
tutions  of  learning.  The  average  daily  attendance  in  all  the  rural  schools 
was  one  hundred  and  sixteen,  and  the  average  cost  of  tuition  for  each  pupil, 
per  month,  was  three  dollars  and  five  cents.  Duration  of  the  schools  was 
seven  and  one-tenth  months.  Fourteen  female  teachers  were  employed  at 
an  average  compensation  of  thirty-four  dollars  and  eighty-seven  cents  per 
month.  The  value  of  the  ten  school  houses  is  conservatively  estimated  by  the 
school  officers  at  five  thousand  three  hundred  dollars,  the  school  apparatus  at 
one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars,  and  there  are  seven  hundred  and  seven¬ 
ty-six  volumes  in  the  school  libraries. 

CHURCH  AND  CEMETERIES. 

The  Illyria  Union  church  was  erected  some  years  ago  for  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  of  all  Protestant  denominations,  and  is  a  neat  and  convenient  edifice.  It 
is  located  near  the  entrance  to  the  Illyria  cemetery,  where  nearly  all  of  the 
early  pioneers,  and  many  of  succeeding  generations,  are  buried.  In  early 
times  this  was  called  Leo  cemetery,  and  both  church  and  cemetery  are  located 
on  section  2,  on  the  Elkader  and  West  Union  road. 

There  is  a  handsome,  well-kept  cemetery  at  Wadena,  established  about 
the  time  of  Major  Herriman's  death,  and  his  was  one  of  the  first  interments 
there.  It  is  located  just  east  of  the  old  stone  school  house.  The  ground  for 
this  cemetery  was  donated  by  Major  Herriman,  who  erected  a  fine  granite 
monument  for  himself  and  wife,  before  the  death  of  either.  Many  inter¬ 
ments  have  been  made  in  this  cemetery  since  it  was  opened  to  the  public,  and  a 
visit  by  an  early  settler  to  the  two  burial  places  just  described  would  reveal 
to  him  the  resting  place  of  most  of  his  early  friends  and  acquaintances. 

CHANGED  CONDITIONS. 

But  a  new  generation  of  people  has  come  upon  the  stage  of  action  in 
Illyria  township,  and  but  very  few  of  the  original  settlers  are  to  be  found 
there.  In  some  instances  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  pioneers  are  still  to 
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be  found  on  the  farms  entered  by  their  fathers,  but  the  changes  which  time 
has  wrought  are  indeed  surprising  when  a  candid  thought  is  given  to  the  sub¬ 
ject.  Perhaps  a  greater  change  is  noticeable  in  the  town  of  Wadena  than 
elsewhere  in  the  township,  though  many  permanent  and  valuable  improve¬ 
ments  are  noticeable  everywhere. 

Wadena  has  assumed  the  air  of  a  prosperous  and  growing  little  town, 
with  handsome,  well  kept  homes,  good  streets  and  cement  walks,  with  new 
additions  opened  as  the  expansion  of  the  village  requires.  There  is  a  good 
opera  house,  good  hotel,  several  “up-to-date”  mechanical  shops,  a  progressive 
and  wide-awake  citizenship,  and  men  at  the  bottom  of  things  who  have  integ¬ 
rity,  public  spirit  and  business  energy. 

WADENA  SAVINGS  BANK. 

Not  the  least  of  Wadena’s  business  growth  in  recent  years  is  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  Wadena  Savings  Bank,  this  being  the  only  monetary  institu¬ 
tion  in  the  town  or  township.  It  was  organized,  principally,  with  local  capi¬ 
tal,  and  is  controlled  by  local  men.  Edward  Fennell,  an  early  pupil  of  the 
writer’s,  is  president  and  one  of  the  principal  stockholders.  The  directorate 
of  the  bank  is  composed  of  substantial  farmers  in  the  township,  and  a  splendid 
business  has  been  done  from  the  start.  People  have  confidence  in  the  insti¬ 
tution  and  its  management,  which  is  sufficient  guarantee  of  its  future  success. 
A  general  hanking  business  is  transacted,  and  this  is  a  great  convenience  to 
the  people  who  were  formerly  obliged  to  go  to  West  Union  or  Fayette  to  do 
their  banking.  The  institution  owns  a  fine  brick  building,  erected  with 
special  reference  to  its  needs,  and  the  equipment  compares  favorably  with 
that  of  any  bank  in  the  county. 

POLITICAL  HISTORY. 

The  political  history  of  Illyria  township  is  somewhat  unique.  Major 
Herriman  and  his  five  sons  were  all  uncompromising  Democrats  and,  during 
the  years  of  Herriman  dominance,  controlled  the  politics  of  the  township. 
Employes  on  the  Herriman  estate  were  almost  all  Democrats.  In  fact,  it 
was  charged  that  “the  Major”  would  not  hire  a  man  who  was  not  of  his  own 
political  views.  Whether  this  was  true  or  not  was  immaterial,  in  that  the 
men  employed  were  usually  indifferent  on  political  subjects  and  were  easily 
swayed.  For  many  years  the  Democrats  always  had  a  large  plurality  of  votes 
cast,  and  seldom  was  a  Republican  elected  to  a  township  office  if  he  had  a 
Democrat  competitor. 
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Wadena  and  vicinity  was  solidly  Democratic,  while  the  northern  part  of 
the  township  was  as  solidly  Republican.  But  within  recent  years  the  parties 
have  exchanged  places  as  to  their  dominance,  and  now  the  Republicans  are 
in  the  ascendancy. 

The  town  and  township  has  always  had  capable  officers  who  had  the 
interests  of  the  people  in  view,  and  it  mattered  little  as  to  the  political  com¬ 
plexion  of  the  incumbents. 

The  early  settlers  of  this  township  were  largely  of  American  birth,  though 
there  were  a  few  Irish  and  Germans  among  the  pioneers.  A  few  English 
and  Welsh  families  also  found  homes  there  in  an  early  day.  In  later  years 
the  Scandinavians  have  found  homes  on  the  land  held  by  speculators,  or  by 
purchase  from  actual  settlers,  and  have  become  quite  an  important  factor  in 
the  later  history  of  the  township. 

In  the  seventies  the  Grangers  were  quite  strong  in  Illyria,  as  they  were 
throughout  the  state  and  nation,  and  lodges  were  organized  at  the  school 
houses  or  private  residences.  Many  of  the  people — men  and  women — were 
members  of  this  organization. 

There  is  an  Odd  Fellows’  lodge  and  an  organization  of  the  Ancient 
Order  United  Workmen,  at  Wadena.  The  postoffice  was  established  there  in 
1863,  and  for  a  time  the  “office”  was  at  Herriman’s.  Zenus  Hurd  was 
the  first  postmaster. 

Iowa  has  always  been  noted  for  her  patriotism.  That  part  of  her  do¬ 
main  known  as  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  has  been  no  exception. 
As  the  political  struggle  between  North  and  South  became  more  bitter, 
sectional  feeling  ran  rife.  Neighbors,  otherwise  friends,  became  furious 
enemies.  This  sometimes  gave  rise  to  ludicrous  effects  as  the  following 
shows  :  A  short  time  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  a  certain  Mr.  King, 
from  “Ole  Kaintuck,”  fell  sick  with  cholera  morbus ;  believing  himself  about 
to  die  he  sent  for  a  near  neighbor,  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel,  to  hasten  to  his 
bedside.  The  good  man,  supposing  his  neighbor  desired  his  ministrations, 
made  haste  at  dead  of  night  to  visit  his  afflicted  fellow  citizen.  On  reaching 
the  house,  the  sick  man  said  to  him,  “Elder  (Rev.  William  Moore),  I  have 
one  last  request  to  make  of  you.”  “Very  well,  my  friend,  ’  replied  the 
preacher,  “I  shall  do  what  I  can  for  you,  what  would  you  have?”  The  reply 
was,  “Do  not  bury  me,  when  I  die,  in  that  d — d  ‘abolition’  graveyard.” 

But  the  war  having  begun,  sons  whose  forbears  came  from  the  South 
rallied  around  “Old  Glory,”  and  shoulder  to  shoulder  marched  with  those  of 
Pilgrim  ancestry  to  maintain  “one  and  inseparable’  their  common  country. 
Eoyalty  to  the  flag  was  stronger  after  all  than  ancestral  prejudice. 
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A  curious  token  of  this  was  once  manifested  at  a  township  election  held 
before  the  war.  A  certain  man  whose  paternal  fathers  hailed  from  Virginia, 
while  his  mother’s  derivation  was  North  Carolina,  at  that  election  voted  for 
the  first  time  with  the  Abolition  party.  As  the  votes  were  cast  the  members 
of  each  party  formed  in  two'  lines  or  groups,  and  our  friend  looking  first  at 
the  opposite  line,  and  then  at  his  own,  was  heard  to  remark,  “Just  look  at  the 
other  crowd.”  But  time  has  healed  the  wounds,  and  the  ointment  of  loyalty 
poured  out  lavishly  in  those  dreary  days  has  eased  the  smart.  And  now  one 
flag  and  one  country  is  our  heritage. 

While  brothers  marched  with  muskets  and  banners,  sisters  stayed  by  the 
stuff.  The  farms  were  tilled  by  the  women’s  hands. 

“Brave  boys  were  they, 

“Gone  at  their  country’s  call.” 

But  equally  brave  and  more  resolute  were  those  girls  who,  with  anxious 
hearts  and  aching  limbs,  toiled  and  waited  “news  from  the  front.”  How 
fast  fell  the  tears  from  longing  eyes  when  the  letters  from  the  seat  of  war  were 
read,  and  tidings  came  of  the  death  of  brother,  lover,  husband,  son  or  father! 

Some  died  of  disease,  some  of  wounds;  some  died  of  yearning  for  home 
and  dear  ones  ne’er  to  be  caressed  again;  others  were  shot  in  battle,  and  the 
filthy  prisons  of  the  South  held  some  in  their  foul  embrace  till  starvation  slowly 
pressed  out  the  light  of  life.  No  loving  hand  to  minister  to  the  dying.  No 
woman’s  tender  care  to  soothe  the  pain ! 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 


JEFFERSON  TOWNSHIP. 

The  organizing  election  for  Jefferson  township  was  held  at  the  house  of 
•  Eldridge,  in  August,  1854.  Fourteen  votes  were  cast,  and  the  following 
named  persons  were  elected  to  the  township  offices:  A.  Eldridge  James 
Burch  and  J.  B.  Morehouse,  trustees;  E.  W.  Clark,  township  clerk;  Thomas 

Beckley  and  Frederick  Oelwein,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  Lewis  Burch 
constable. 

^  The  name  of  the  township  'was  chosen  at  the  same  time,  the  name  “Hoo- 
sier”  being  proposed  by  some,  but  the  majority  favored  the  more  statesman¬ 
like  appellation  of  “Jefferson,”  and  that  prevailed. 

The  first  settler  in  this  township  was  William  Bunce,  who  filed  his  claim 
and  did  some  breaking  during  the  summer  of  1848.  He  was  alone  in  his 
occupancy  until  late  in  the  year  1851,  when  William  Pitkin  and  a  Mr.  Potter 
settled  on  a  part  of  section  35,  and  built  a  cabin  at  or  near  the  location  of  an 
old  Indian  camp.  Daniel  Greeley  commenced  to  build  a  saw-mill  in  1851, 
but  did  not  finish  it  until  the  following  year.  His  home  was  then  in  Buchan¬ 
an  county,  where  he  married  Almira  Sayles,  but  moved  to  his  mill  as  soon  as 
a  house  was  built.  He  died  in  1855.  Rev.  James  Burch,  a  Baptist  clergy¬ 
man,  settled  in  the  township  in  1852.  He  was  a  typical  pioneer,  and  reared 
a  laige  family,  who,  with  himself,  have  been  prominent  in  the  early  history 
of  the  county.  The  settlement  was  increased  in  1853  By  the  arrival  of  Aaron 
Belt,  Asbury  Belt,  Malachi  Clow,  Thomas  Beckley,  Judson  Jarrett  and  others. 
The  year  1854  witnessed  the  organization  of  the  township,  as  stated  above, 
and  the  arrival  of  other  settlers,  among  whom  were  John  Burch,  Walter 
Sparks,  E.  W.  Clark,  James  Holroyd;  and  E.  W.  Wyckoff  began  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  land  which  he  entered  in  1851,  but  did  not  occupy  as  a  home 
until  1856.  He  was  a  surveyor  by  occupation. 

EARLY  EDUCATIONAL  FACILITIES. 

The  first  school  house  in  the  township  was  erected  in  the  fall  of  1854, 
the  proposed  patrons  contributing  the  logs  and  volunteering  their  labor  in 
hauling  and  building.  It  was  on  the  order  of  the  typical  pioneer  school  house 
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— roofed  with  “shakes,”  seated  with  slab  benches  which  were  upholstered  with 
the  jack-plane;  bass-wood  boards  fastened  to  the  walls  around  three  sides  for 
desks,  and  these  were  probably  planed;  a  capacious  fire-place,  which  supplied 
the  only  means  of  heating  and  ventilating  (though  there  are  modern  devices 
not  so  good  for  the  latter  purpose).  The  “equipment”  of  apparatus  com¬ 
prised  such  school  books  (old  or  new)  as  the  family  may  have  treasured  for 
a  generation  or  two,  and  this  “Temple  of  Minerva”  was  ready  to  be  launched. 
The  school  curriculum  of  that  day  was  limited,  in  the  country  schools,  to  the 
elements  of  the  “three  R's,”  with  an  occasional  attempt  at  teaching  United 
States  history,  grammar  and  geography. 

But  the  rapid  increase  in  population  rendered  other  school  houses  a  neces¬ 
sity,  and  they  were  added  as  needed,  the  first  ones  being  usually  of  logs;  but 
in  1867  five  frame  school  houses  were  erected  in  the  township;  at  an  average 
cost  of  seven  hundred  dollars  each. 

The  district  township  of  Jefferson  now  has  nine  rural  schools  and  school 
houses,  valued  at  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  em¬ 
ploying  nine  female  teachers,  nine  months  in  the  year.  The  average  com¬ 
pensation  of  teachers  is  thirty-four  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents  per  month. 
The  school  population  of  the  district  is  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  of  whom 
one  hundred  and  eighty-three  were  enrolled  in  the  schools,  with  an  average 
daily  attendance  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen.  Seventeen  pupils  between 
the  ages  of  seven  and  fourteen  were  not  enrolled  in  school  during  the  last  year 
( 1909).  The  school  apparatus  of  the  district  township  is  valued  at  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-eight  dollars.  There  are  five  hundred  and  four  volumes  in 
the  school  libraries  of  the  township.  The  average  cost  of  tuition  per  month 
for  each  pupil  was  two  dollars  and  seventy-one  cents. 

The  township  of  Jefferson  is  one  of  the  prairie  townships  of  the  county. 
It  is  mostly  level,  or  gently  undulating,  and  has  excellent  soil  for  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  all  kinds  of  farm  products.  The  timber  of  the  township  (except  arti¬ 
ficially  grown)  would  not  exceed  three  sections,  this  extending  south  from  the 
present  site  of  Oelwein,  and  a  small  body  west  of  that  place.  The  farmers 
are  generally  rich  and  prosperous,  and  many  beautiful  homes  and  splendid 
farm  buildings  are  to  be  found  in  Jefferson  township. 

OTSEGO. 

Otsego  was  one  of  the  promising  villages  of  Fayette  county  which  died  a 
natural  death  when  missed  by  the  railroad  in  near-by  territory.  This  village 
was  laid  out  in  1856,  on  the  northwest  corner  of  section  34.  It  became  quite 
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a  trading  point,  and  so  continued  until  a  railroad  depot  was  established  at 
Oelwein,  in  sight  of  Otsego,  but  nearly  two  miles  away.  The  business  of  the 
village  \\ as  then  gradually  absorbed  by  its  more  fortunate  rival,  some  buildings 
were  moved  to  Oelwein,  and  finally,  in  1873,  Doctor  Pattison,  the  pioneer 
physician  of  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  removed  the  postofifice  to  Oel¬ 
wein,  and  soon  the  village  was  practically  abandoned.  The  postoffice,  at  first 
named  Jefferson,  but  soon  changed  to  Otsego,  was  established  soon  after  the 
village  was  laid  out.  Mr.  Woods  was  the  first  merchant,  and  also  the  first 
postmaster.  He  died  about  i860.  Bennett  &  Chapman  formed  a  mercantile 
partnership  and  conducted  an  extensive  business,  having  a  large  patronage 
from  the  farming  community  in  which  no  formidable  rival  towns  existed 
within  a  radius  of  many  miles.  Mr.  Bennett  moved  to  Oelwein  in  1873, 
where  he  was  prominent  in  business  circles. 

THE  CITY  OF  OELWEIN. 

This,  the  largest  town  in  northeastern  Iowa,  had  its  birth  in  1872,  stimu¬ 
lated  by  the  building  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota  railroad 
through  the  township.  For  a  number  of  years  there  was  nothing  to  distinguish 
Oelwein  from  other  small  villages  along  the  line  of  the  railroad,  several  of 
which  had  no  existence  until  some  time  after  the  building  of  the  road  was 
assured. 

But  the  business  men  of  Oelwein  seemed  to  have  implicit  confidence  in 
its  future  even  before  there  was  a  shadow  of  hope  to  stimulate  such  con¬ 
fidence.  Fortunately  for  the  town,  the  men  who  were  at  the  bottom  of  things 
were  strongly  imaginative  beings  who  were  willing  to  back  their  conclusions 
with  their  money,  and  of  such  material  are  the  men  made  who  stimulate 
municipal  growth  and  make  prosperous  towns.  The  Jamison  brothers  and 
George  H.  Phillips  were  among  the  first  to  sound  the  praises  of  Oelwein  and 
invest  their  money  in  more  than  ordinary  village  enterprises.  The  Oelweins, 
for  whom  the  town  was  named,  were  men  of  means,  and  though  at  first  con¬ 
servatively  inclined,  were  not  slow  to  recognize  the  future  prospects  of  the 
village  of  two  or  three  hundred  people  in  the  early  seventies;  and  when  once 
convinced,  they  did  as  much  as  any  in  stimulating  its  progress.  Dr.  Israel 
Pattison  was  a  progressive,  public-spirited  citizen,  and  was  the  first  physician 
in  the  town.  It  was  he  who  moved  the  postoffice  from  Otsego,  without  await¬ 
ing  the  formality  of  a  governmental  order.  He  established  a  large  practice 
in  the  town  and  surrounding  country,  and  was  successful,  both  in  a  profession¬ 
al  way  and  in  the  accumulation  of  property.  Since  his  death,  a  few  years 
ago,  his  two  sons  have  succeeded  to  his  practice. 
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The  land  upon  which  the  city  of  Oelwein  is  located  was  not  the  first  to  he 
entered  and  improved  in  Jefferson  township.  Oelwein  is  located,  principally, 
on  section  21,  and  the  first  entry  on  that  section  was  made  by  a  land  speculator 
from  Dubuque  September  1,  1852.  It  was  his  custom  to  enter  land  for  actual 
settlers  who  were  not  able  to  pay  the  necessary  entrance  fees,  find  a  buyer, 
add  a  good  rate  of  interest,  and  sell  to  the  parties  desiring  to  establish  homes. 
In  this  way,  four  forty-acre  tracts  (three  in  the  southeast  quarter  and  one  in 
the  southwest  quarter)  were  entered  for  J.  B.  Burch,  one  of  the  early  pioneers 
in  that  locality.  There  were  several  of  the  Burch  family  identified  with  the 
early  settlement  of  Jefferson  township,  but  none  of  them  ever  realized  from 
the  development  of  their  early  possessions  into  a  site  for  a  city.  In  fact  they 
did  not  hold  their  lands  until  the  town  was  established,  hut  sold,  mostly  to 
Frederick  Oelwein  and  C.  N.  Martin,  by  whose  heirs  much  of  the  real  estate 
is  still  held. 

Some  of  the  early  men  of  this  place  were  King  &  Kenyon,  who  were  the 
first  to  engage  in  the  hardware  business,  and  also  the  first  business  men  in  the 
town.  N.  O.  Lawton  opened  a  stock  of  dry  goods  soon  after,  and  M.  A. 
Campbell  occupied  a  part  of  the  same  building  with  a  stock  of  groceries.  Mr. 
Von  Ferber  and  the  Applegate  Brothers  were  in  mercantile  business  before 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1874,  and  J.  C.  Miller  moved  his  building  and  drug 
stock  from  Otsego,  and  was  in  trade  at  Oelwein  for  several  years.  He  is  now 
keeping  hotel  at  Elgin.  Irvine  and  Bennett  erected  a  frame  structure  twenty- 
five  by  forty  feet,  which  was  used  for  the  storage  of  agricultural  implements. 

All  the  early  buildings  in  Oelwein  were  hastily  constructed  of  wood,  with¬ 
out  the  formality  of  consulting  architects,  and,  as  a  rule,  were  neither  hand¬ 
some  nor  substantial.  Sixteen  buildings,  fifteen  of  which  were  for  business 
purposes,  were  erected  in  about  as  many  weeks.  Three  or  four  grain  ware¬ 
houses  were  in  readiness  for  the  grain  trade  of  1874,  one  of  these  being  erected 
by  the  members  of  Jefferson  Grange,  and  operated  by  them  for  some  years. 
The  Jefferson  House,  the  first  hotel,  was  completed  before  the  railroad  depot, 
and  was  operated  by  Jesse  Hough  for  many  years.  A  newspaper,  the  Oelwein 
Clipper ,  was  established  in  early  days,  but  did  not  last  until  the  season  of 
prosperity  and  expansion  struck  the  town.  A  cabin  erected  in  1852  by  L.  M. 
Burch,  on  what  subsequently  became  the  Frederick  Oelwein  property,  has 
been  a  permanent  landmark  and  a  reminder  of  pioneer  days. 

But  from  the  building  of  the  main  line  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western 
railroad  into  Oelwein,  in  1886,  dates  the  beginning  of  the  city’s  phenomenal 
growth.  At  that  time  it  was  a  good  town,  in  the  sense  of  being  progressive, 
a  good  trading  point,  and  having  all  of  the  public  institutions  usually  accorded 
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to  a  country  town  of  a  few  hundred  inhabitants.  But  even  before  the  road 
reached  the  town,  or  township,  business  interests  began  to  ‘‘look  up,”  and  far- 
seeing  business  men  prophesied  that  Oelwein's  time  had  come!  Additions 
were  laid  out  by  land  owners  on  all  sides,  streets  were  extended  and  improved, 
and  business  blocks  and  residences  arose,  Phoenix-like,  everywhere.  The 
establishment  of  the  railroad  shops  in  the  town,  and  their  gradual  expansion, 
and  the  further  fact  that  Oelwein  soon  became  a  division  terminus,  stimulated 
the  growth  of  the  town  to  several  times  its  original  size,  within  the  space  of 
a  few  months.  Railroad  men  came  with  their  families,  for  the  shops  employ 
many  hundred  skilled  workmen,  besides  as  many  laborers.  Mercantile  busi¬ 
ness,  hotels  and  boarding  houses,  churches  and  schools,  professional  men,  all 
increased  in  keeping  with  the  increasing  demand;  and  within  a  few  months 
Oelwein  had  taken  on  city  airs,  and  could  scarcely  be  recognized  by  those  best 
acquainted  with  it  a  few  months  before.  Then  came  the  building  of  the 
diverging  lines  of  the  Great  Western,  and  business  and  labor  boomed.  (For 
more  extended  notice  concerning  this  railroad,  see  the  article  on  Public  Util¬ 
ities.)  Brick  blocks  for  the  various  lines  of  expanding  business,  houses  for 
rental  to  shelter  the  people,  or  handsome  homes  for  those  whom  fortune  had 
favored  by  the  wonderful  increase  in  property  values,  the  building  of  school 
houses  and  churches,  the  paving  of  streets  and  the  introduction  of  fire-pro¬ 
tection  machinery,  water  works  and  electric  lights — all  came  within  the  space 
of  a  few  years,  and  from  a  second-rate  country  town  Oelwein  has  developed 
into  the  largest  town  in  the  four  northeast  corner  counties  in  the  state.  But 
its  possibilities  are  not  exhausted,  nor  its  business-pushers  discouraged. 

CHURCHES  AND  LODGES. 

In  the  early  days  churches  were  established  with  prodigal  liberality,  con¬ 
sidering  the  means  of  the  people,  and  seven  church  societies,  a  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  and  a  Union  Sabbath  school  were  opened  to  the  people 
of  varying  religious  views.  The  continuing  organizations,  and  those  of  later 
coming,  are  written  up  in  the  various  church  histories  to  be  found  in  this 
volume. 

Lodges  and  fraternal  and  beneficial  societies  have  been  represented  in 
the  place,  almost  from  its  founding,  and  these  have  multiplied  with  the  in¬ 
crease  in  population  and  the  coming  of  representatives  from  other  places.  The 
lodges  of  the  city  are  Hebron  Lodge  No.  374,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  (for  history  of  which,  see  article  on  “Masonry  in  Fayette  County,”  by 
Hon.  D.  W.  Clements,  past  grand  master  of  Iowa). 
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Columbia  Lodge  No.  83,  Ancient  Order  United  Workmen,  has  had  an 
existence  since  August,  1876,  when  it  was  organized  with  twenty-nine  charter 
members.  This  is  largely  a  beneficial  institution  in  which  the  members  carry 
life  insurance.  But  it  also  has  interesting  ritualistic  work,  and  the  social  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  society  are  prized  by  the  members. 

Oelwein  Lodge  No.  294,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was  organ¬ 
ized  October  25,  1874,  by  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  W.  A.  Chase,  with 
seven  charter  members.  At  times  during  its  history  this  lodge  has  been 
flourishing,  with  a  strong  membership  and  general  interest.  Then  it  would 
falter  for  a  few  years,  and  finally  recuperate.  Within  recent  years  it  has 
taken  a  new  lease  of  life  and  is  active,  prominent  and  influential  in  the  fra¬ 
ternal  annals  of  Oelwein.  Probably  it  has  initiated  as  many  members  as  any 
fraternal  organization  in  the  town,  and  assuredly  the  principles  of  “Friendship, 
Love  and  Truth,”  when  carried  out  in  the  lodge-room  and  in  daily  associa¬ 
tions,  are  on  a  par  with  the  underlying  principles  of  any  society  in  existence. 

The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  is  the  only  fraternity  having  a  “time 
limit”  to  its  duration,  if  we  except  kindred  organizations  of  old  soldiers. 
Griffith  Post  No.  134  was  organized  in  the  winter  of  1881-2.  A  deputation 
of  members  of  Abernathey  Post  at  West  Union  went  down  to  “assist  at  the 
banquet  tables !”  They  had  no  trouble  in  getting  to  Oelwein,  but,  like  all 
others  who  locate  there,  even  temporarily,  it  seemed  impossible  to  get  away. 
The  hindering  cause,  in  this  case,  was  an  Iowa  blizzard  which  blocked  the 
railroad  for  two  weeks.  Finally  a  man  with  a  team  was  hired,  and  between 
walking  and  breaking  the  road  and  riding  in  the  bob  sled,  they  covered  the 
twenty-two  miles  on  the  return  in  thirteen  hours.  The  remnant  of  Griffith 
Post  still  holds  the  organization,  but  the  ranks  are  thinning,  and  soon  the  final 
roll-call  will  be  reached. 

The  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  have  an  organization  in  Oelwein, 
having  a  fair  membership  who  approve  of  that  method  of  life  insurance. 

A  lodge  of  the  Good  Templars  once  had  an  healthy  existence  in  the  town, 
at  one  time  having  about  a  hundred  members. 

Jefferson  Grange  No.  687  was  another  of  the  active  organizations  during 
the  early  days  of  Oelwein.  It  was  organized  in  November,  1872,  and  at  one 
time  counted  among  its  members  nearly  all  the  prominent  farmers  and  others 
having  agricultural  interests  in  the  town  and  surrounding  country. 

Company  F,  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  Iowa  National  Guards,  was  the  only 
military  organization  that  has  had  an  existence  in  the  town.  It  served  the 
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state  for  three  years  after  the  14th  of  May,  1878.  It  was  a  well  drilled  com¬ 
pany.  Some  of  its  former  members  were  in  service  during  the  Spanish- 
American  war. 

STATISTICS. 

The  population  of  the  city  of  Oelwein  is  conservatively  estimated  at  eight 
thousand.  It  has  four  fine  school  houses,  valued  at  fifty-seven  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  There  are  twenty-nine  rooms  in  the  school  buildings,  employing  two 
male  teachers  and  thirty  females.  The  duration  of  the  school  year  is  nine 
months.  The  average  monthly  compensation  of  male  teachers  in  1909  was 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents,  and  of  female  teach¬ 
ers  fifty-two  dollars  and  ninety-three  cents.  The  school  enumeration  of  the 
district  shows  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-one  persons  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years,  of  whom  one  thousand  and  fifty-two  were 
enrolled  in  the  schools,  with  a  total  average  daily  attendance  of  eight  hundred 
and  six.  The  average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil  was  two  dollars 
and  twenty-one  cents.  Twenty-seven  non-resident  students  were  taught  in  the 
schools,  from  whom  the  district  realized  in  tuition  fees  three  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  dollars.  The  value  of  apparatus  used  in  the  schools  is  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  free  students’  library  contains  one  thousand 
five  hundred  volumes. 

Among  the  revenues  of  the  city  of  Oelwein  may  be  mentioned  the  follow¬ 
ing:  For  the  year  1909,  the  Chicago  Great  Western  railroad  contributed  in 
taxes  paid  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars  and  eighty 
cents,  and  to  the  township  of  Jefferson,  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
ninety-six  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents.  The  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 
railroad  paid  in  taxes  for  the  same  period,  to  Oelwein,  six  hundred  and  ninety 
dollars  and  seventy-seven  cents,  and  to  the  township,  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents. 

Under  the  Iowa  mulct  law,  which  prevails  in  Oelwein,  the  liquor  dealers 
paid  in  fines  and  assessments  the  sum  of  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  three 
dollars  and  forty-five  cents,  contributed  by  twenty-eight  persons  during  the 
year  1909.  For  the  same  period  in  the  entire  county,  liquor  taxes  were  as¬ 
sessed  and  levied  to  the  amount  of  six  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

There  are  six  and  eighteen-hundredths  miles  of  line  of  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company  in  Jefferson  township,  valued  for  assessment  purposes 
at  eighty  dollars  per  mile.  The  United  States  Express  Company  has  the  same 
mileage  in  the  town  and  township,  valued  at  thirty-five  dollars  per  mile.  The 
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Wells-Fargo  Company  has  thirteen  and  four-tenths  miles  of  line,  assessed 
at  thirty-five  dollars  per  mile. 

Fifty-two  miles  of  telephone,  of  which  the  Corn  Belt  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany  has  twenty-eight  miles,  traverse  the  town  and  country  and  keep  the  people 
in  touch  with  the  markets,  the  neighborhood  gossip  and  the  doctors  in  emerg¬ 
encies.  The  four  companies  operating  these  lines  are  assessed  an  average  of 
fifty-four  dollars  per  mile. 

The  taxable  valuation  of  the  incorporated  city  of  Oelwein  is  six  hundred 
and  seventy-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  and  of  Jefferson 
township,  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  dollars.  The  rate  of  general  taxation  for  1909  was  eighteen  and  seven- 
tenths  mills  on  the  dollar,  in  addition  to  which  there  were  some  corporation 
taxes  provided  for  in  the  cities  and  incorporated  towns. 

BANKS. 

The  banking  interests  at  Oelwein  were  first  represented  by  the  private 
banking  house  of  Hoagland  &  Jamison  in  1875,  at  a  time  when  the  community 
had  no  bank  nearer  than  Fayette,  West  Union  or  Independence.  In  1887, 
they  built  for  banking  purposes  the  brick  block  in  which  the  bank  is  still  con¬ 
tinued.  The  original  firm  carried  on  banking  until  1881,  when  Hoagland 
retired  and  the  business  was  conducted  by  S.  B.  Zeigler,  Joseph  Hobson,  E.  B. 
Shaw  and  John  Jamison,  the  first  three  taking  over  the  interest  held  by  Mr. 
Hoagland.  In  1887  G.  W.  Jamison  purchased  the  interest  held  by  Zeigler, 
Shaw  and  Hobson,  since  which  date  it  has  been  the  sole  property  of  Jamison 
Brothers — John  and  G.  W.  Jamison.  A  general  banking  business  is  here  trans¬ 
acted  and  during  the  various  financial  flurries  of  the  country,  this  bank  has 
always  been  able  to  pay  out  dollar  for  dollar  on  all  demands  made  upon  it. 
The  Jamisons  are  conservative,  prudent  business  men,  who  stand  high  in  the 
county  for  their  ability  and  financial  integrity. 

THE  STURGIS  PRIVATE  BANK. 

The  second  bank  established  at  Oelwein  was  also  a  private  concern, 
founded  by  H.  C.  Sturgis  &  Company  (father  and  son),  in  1888,  and  this 
was  operated  a  few  years  and  went  out  of  business. 

THE  AETNA  STATE  BANK. 

This  bank  was  organized  in  the  month  of  July,  1895,  and  the  first  officers 
were.  A.  J.  Anders,  president;  Henry  O’Neil,  cashier,  and  W.  R.  Martin. 
Mr.  O’Neil  died,  after  which  Mr.  Martin  became  the  cashier.  A  fine  brick 
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bank  block  was  erected  on  Frederick  street,  in  which  the  bank  is  still  operated, 
and  in  a  most  successful  manner,  as  is  shown  by  its  statements. 

The  capital  stock  of  this  bank  is  fifty  thousand  dollars,  while  the  deposits, 
the  first  of  the  year  1910  were  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  thousand 
dollars,  and  surplus  and  undivided  profits  were  eighteen  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars.  The  growth  of  the  Aetna  and  its  present  standing  among  the  solid 
financial  institutions  of  northeastern  Iowa  is  but  an  evidence  of  the  ability  of 
the  founders  and  present  men  in  control. 

THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Oelwein  was  organized  in  the  month  of 
October,  1899,  as  a  savings  bank,  with  a  capital  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  by 
T.  L.  Hansen,  as  its  president ;  E.  C.  Belt,  vice-president ;  A.  Hansen,  cashier. 
After  continuing  as  a  savings  bank  successfully  until  April  17,  1901,  it  was 
chartered  on  that  date  as  the  First  National  Bank  of  Oelwein,  with  a  capital 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  This  bank  has  always  been  successful  and  stands 
high  among  the  banks  of  Fayette  county.  Its  present  (1910)  officers  are  as 
follows:  T.  L.  Hansen,  president;  A.  C.  Wilson,  vice-president;  A.  Hansen, 
cashier;  C.  B.  Chambers,  assistant  cashier.  The  board  of  directors  are,  T. 
L.  Hansen,  A.  Hansen,  B.  S.  Glenn,  J.  B.  Feltus,  A.  L.  Hunter,  A.  M.  Odell, 
A.  C.  Wilson,  G.  W.  Teague  and  H.  D.  Wood. 

The  home  of  this  bank  is  on  West  Charles  street,  its  own  large,  modern 
brick  building,  which  is  equipped  with  excellent  bank  fixtures,  safes,  vaults 
and  furniture. 

The  deposits  of  this  bank,  January  1,  1910,  were  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  with  a  surplus  and  undivided  profits  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
Four  per  cent  is  paid  to  depositors. 

THE  IOWA  SAVINGS  BANK. 

This  institution  was  organized  January  4,  1908,  with  a  capital  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars.  It  now  has  deposits  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  eight 
thousand  fifty  dollars.  Its  officers  are  as  follows:  E.  C.  Belt,  president;  W. 
E.  Robinson,  vice-president;  J.  W.  Ivint,  cashier;  W.  G.  Walrath,  assistant 
cashier.  The  board  of  directors  are:  C.  R.  Brown  (died  in  the  spring 
of  1910),  S.  J.  Fox,  R.  J.  Young,  G.  A.  Starr,  J.  J.  Golvin,  Robert 
Connor,  George  Schneider,  W.  E.  Robinson,  and  E.  C.  Belt. 
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According  to  the  state  auditor’s  call  for  November,  1909,  the  resources 
of  this  bank  were  as  follows  :  Real  estate,  $10,000;  loans,  $174,134.51 ;  furni¬ 
ture  and  fixtures  $2,910;  cash  and  due  from  banks,  $38,196.18;  overdrafts, 
$296.83,  a  total  of  $225,537.52.  The  liabilities  of  the  bank  are:  Capital 
stock,  $30,000;  undivided  profits,  $3,465.67;  deposits,  $192,071.85.  This 
bank  also  owns  its  own  building,  which  was  erected  for  the  purpose  in  1907. 
It  is  located  on  East  Charles  street. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 


ORAN  TOWNSHIP. 

This  sub-division  of  Fayette  county,  located  in  the  southwest  corner, 
dates  its  political  existence  from  the  first  Monday  in  April,  1855. 

The  organizing  election  was  held  at  the  house  of  E.  C.  Abbott,  April 
2,  1855.  The  first  settlers  were  an  Irish  family  whose  name  is  not  remem¬ 
bered.  This  location  was  on  section  17,  where  some  breaking  was  done 
in  1853.  William  Way,  now  of  Fayette,  occupied  the  cabin  erected  by  this 
family.  J.  J.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Furtsch  were  the  first  successors  to  this 
“nameless”  pioneer  family.  In  1854  the  little  colony  was  augmented  by  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Shippe,  P.  McCunniff,  O.  C.  Kent,  L.  D.  Wellman  and  a  few 
others.  R.  J.  Young,  now  of  Oelwein,  was  a  prominent  and  active  early  settler 
in  Oran,  where  he  served  as  township  clerk,  and  in  other  official  capacities, 
for  many  years.  He  has  been  identified,  officially,  with  the  Farmers  Mutual 
Insurance  organization  from  its  inception  until  the  present,  and  is  also  ex¬ 
tensively  interested  in  other  lines  of  insurance,  rentals,  banking,  etc.,  in  the 
city  of  Oelwein.  Mr.  Young  has  been  one  of  the  men  who  have  made  a  suc¬ 
cess  of  life,  though  he  began  his  career  as  a  farmer  in  Oran,  on  a  limited  scale. 

F.  D.  Wellman  was  another  of  the  active  and  prominent  residents  of 
Oran  township,  as  was  also  J.  H.  Ross.  Mr.  Wellman  removed  to  Arlington, 
where  he  is  postmaster.  But  it  is  impossible,  at  this  late  day,  to  record  the 
names  of  all  who  wielded  an  influence  in  the  development  of  this  splendid 
township,  especially  as  early  records  have  not  been  preserved. 

TIMBER  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Oran  would  be  classed  as  a  “prairie  township,”  though  it  was  well  sup¬ 
plied  with  timber,  the  belt  being  confined  to  about  twelve  sections  along  the 
Wapsipinnicon  river.  This  stream  traverses  the  township  from  north  to 
south,  and  this,  with  its  numerous  tributaries,  furnishes  excellent  drainage, 
as  well  as  rendering  the  land  well  adapted  to  stock  raising  and  dairying. 
The  timber  belt  seems  to  be  a  continuation  of  Wilson’s  Grove  which  furnishes 
the  timber  supply  for  Fremont  and  Banks  townships,  to  the  north  of  Oran. 
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Until  the  building  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western  railroad,  Oran  township 
did  not  boast  of  the  existence  of  a  town  within  its  boundaries.  Oran  post- 
office  was  a  “cross-roads”  village,  and  still  retains  its  identity,  being  now  a 
station  on  the  Fort  Dodge  branch  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western.  This  road 
passes  through  the  township  in  nearly  an  east  and  west  direction.  Minkler, 
in  Bremer  county,  is  a  small  town  and  trading  point  for  the  northwest  corner 
of  Oran  township.  The  Des  Moines  branch  of  the  Great  Western  touches 
the  southeast  corner  of  this  township,  and  passes  out  of  the  county  at  Fair- 
bank,  a  prosperous  town  near  the  line  between  Fayette  and  Buchanan  counties. 
In  fact  a  portion  of  the  independent  school  district  of  Fairbank  lies  within 
Fayette  county,  though  the  school  house  is  in  the  town  of  Fairbank,  which 
is  a  trading  point  for  the  people,  in  competition  with  Oelwein,  a  few  miles 
farther  away.  Westgate,  in  Fremont  township,  is  also  an  accessible  trading 
point  and  market  for  the  northern  part  of  Oran.  It  is  located  on  the  main 
line,  or  St.  Paul  branch,  of  the  Great  Western. 

EARLY  CHURCHES. 

Two  country  churches  were  organized  in  Oran  township  in  early  days. 
The  first  of  these  was  a  Baptist  congregation,  established  in  December,  1855. 
The  first  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Simon  Schultz,  and  J.  F.  Reardon 
was  chosen  moderator  and  J.  H.  Ross,  clerk.  The  next  year  the  Methodist 
Protestants  invaded  the  territory,  and  theirs  was  the  first  church  building 
erected  in  the  township.  Charles  Robinson  did  the  carpenter  work  and  Mr. 
Johnson  laid  the  foundation  and  did  the  plastering.  These  religious  organi¬ 
zations  served  the  people  for  many  years,  or  until  the  erection  of  churches 
in  near-by  towns  and  villages  provided  more  convenient  means  for  worship. 
There  are  a  good  many  Catholics  in  Oran,  and  at  first  they  attended  services  at 
Fairbank  (and  some  still  do),  but  the  immense  and  costly  cathedral  at  Oel¬ 
wein,  and  the  parochial  school  privileges  there,  have  diverted  others  to  that 
point.  Some  have  retired  and  located  there,  while  many  others  still  drive 
in  from  the  farms. 

P.  W.  Hough  built  a  saw-mill  on  section  28,  Oran  township,  in  1856, 
and  this  probably  supplied  the  first  native  boards  in  the  township 

FIRST  EVENTS. 

The  first  school  in  Oran  was  held  at  the  house  of  Peter  McCunniff, 
during  the  winter  of  1855-6.  Mr.  McCunniff  had  a  considerable  family  of 
his  own,  and  set  apart  a  portion  of  his  house — at  that  time  none  too  large 
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to  accommodate  the  children  within  reach  of  this  pioneer  school.  But  the 
McCunniffs  have  always  been  friends  of  the  public  school  and  for  many 
years  some  of  their  names  were  found  on  the  roster  of  school  officers  in  Oran 
township.  J.  J.  Roberts  was  the  teacher  in  the  school  above  mentioned. 
During  the  summer  of  1856  a  school  house  was  built  near  the  McCunniff 
home,  and  Charles  Bennett  was  the  first  teacher  therein. 

The  first  marriage  ceremony  in  Oran  was  that  which  united  L.  D.  Well¬ 
man  and  Caroline  Roberts,  Lyman  Curtis,  justice  of  the  peace,  officiating. 
This  occurred  October  5,  1856.  The  second  marriage  in  the  township  was 
solemnized  in  the  winter  of  1857,  and  John  Minton  and  Betsy  Kent  were 
the  contracting  parties. 

The  first  death  of  a  white  person  was  that  of  an  emigrant  passing 
through  the  township  in  1852.  He  died  in  his  wagon  and  was  buried  at  his 
last  camping  place.  The  second  death  in  the  township,  and  the  first  of  an 
actual  resident,  was  Mrs.  O.  C.  Kent,  who  died  in  1857. 


EDUCATIONAL. 

The  schools  of  Oran  township  are  organized  under  the  rural  independent 
distiict  system,  and  comprise  nine  schools,  each  having  a  comfortable  school 
house  and  a  school  teim  of  eight  or  more  months  m  the  year.  The  shortest 
teim  in  the  township  was  in  district  No.  9*  where  seven  and  five-tenths  months 
compiised  the  school  year.  The  average  duration  of  the  nine  schools  for  the 
year  1909  was  eight  and  two-tenths  months  (No.  7  had  nine  months  school). 
One  male  teacher  and  thirteen  females  were  employed  during  the  year,  the  sal¬ 
aries  varying  from  twenty-eight  dollars  and  fifty-three  cents,  in  No.  9,  to 
thirty-five  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents  in  district  No.  5.  The  average  salary  for 
the  nine  schools  was  twenty-nine  dollars  and  forty-seven  cents.  The  average 
cost  of  tuition,  per  pupil,  for  the  township,  was  three  dollars  and  five  cents. 
The  highest  average  cost  of  tuition  in  the  township  was  four  dollars  and  sixty- 
four  cents  in  district  No.  2,  and  the  lowest  was  one  dollar  and  forty-eight 
cents  in  district  No.  6.  The  nine  school  houses  have  a  value  estimated  by 
the  district  officers  at  seven  thousand  dollars.  The  school  apparatus  is 
valued  at  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars.  School  libraries,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  volumes. 

Hie  taxable  valuation  of  Oran  township,  for  the  year  1909,  was  three 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars,  divided 
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as  follows :  Lands,  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand  fifteen  dollars ; 
lots,  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  personal,  thirty-seven 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars;  railroads,  sixty  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  dollars ;  telegraph,  seven  hundred  and  four  dollars ; 
telephone,  one  thousand  and  thirty-five  dollars;  and  express  companies,  three 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 


PLEASANT  VALLEY  TOWNSHIP. 

1  his  is  one  of  the  most  historical  townships  in  Fayette  county.  Some  of 
its  history  has  been  presented  in  the  article  on  County  Organization,  and 
many  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Pleasant  Valley  have  figured  prominently  in 
other  localities.  The  settlement  of  this  township  was  also  commenced  as 
early  as  any,  and  some  of  its  first  improvements  were  the  first  of  the  kind  in 
the  county. 

In  another  chapter  the  story  has  been  told  of  Edson  and  Grant,  the  two 
trespassers  on  the  Indian  reservation,  who  sought  to  build  a  mill  at  the  mouth 
of  Otter  creek.  This  event  is  recorded  as  occurring  in  1836,  but  there  is  no 
record  available  to  determine  whether  the  date  should  be  1836  or  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  year.  At  least  eleven  years  elapsed  after  their  departure  before  the 
coming  of  Samuel  Connor  and  his  party,  in  1848.  That  was  the  year  the 
Indians  were  removed  from  Fort  Atkinson  to  Minnesota,  and  the  white  man 
was  presumed  to  be  thereafter  in  lawful  possession  of  the  Winnebago  lands,  the 
last  in  the  county  to  be  vacated  by  the  aborigines.  Accompanying  Mr.  Con¬ 
nor  were  Simeon  B.  Forbes,  Thomas  Smith  and  Jacob  Ashby.  But  even 
these  were  not  the  first  settlers,  for  when  they  arrived  in  the  valley  where  the 
town  of  Elgin  is  now  located,  they  found  a  man  named  A.  E.  Wanzer  holding 
a  claim  at  the  mouth  of  Otter  creek,  including  section  14.  Wanzer  proposed 
to  sell  this  claim  to  Connor,  who,  being  delighted  with  it,  the  purchase  was 
promptly  made.  Mr.  Connor  immediately  returned  to  Wisconsin  to  bring 
his  effects  to  the  new  home;  Forbes  located  on  section  15,  adjoining  Connor 
on  the  west;  Smith  located  in  West  Union  township,  and  Ashby  found  a  lo¬ 
cation  in  Clayton  county.  This  disposition  of  the  company  left  Connor  and 
Forbes  the  sole  residents  of  Pleasant  Valley  township  “that  was  to  be,”  and  on 
the  sixth  of  July,  1848,  Mr.  Connor  returned  from  Wisconsin  and  immediate¬ 
ly  commenced  the  construction  of  a  house,  the  first  in  the  township.  The 
same  summer  he  and  Forbes  united  their  teams  and  broke  land  on  section  22, 
and  during  the  winter  following,  Mr.  Connor  cut  and  hauled  timbers  for  the 
construction  of  a  saw-mill  at  the  mouth  of  Otter  creek.  This,  thou  op 
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changed  and  improved,  has  been  one  of  the  few  continuing  land-marks  of 
Elgin  and  vicinity. 

In  May,  1849,  Benjamin  Dimond  arrived  with  his  family,  and  a  partner¬ 
ship  was  formed  between  the  two  men  which  was  hardly  severed  during  the 
life  of  both  the  parties.  Their  first  venture,  however,  was  in  the  completion 
of  the  saw-mill,  which  was  ready  for  use  in  August,  1849. 

This  was  one  of  the  first  mills  of  any  kind  erected  in  Fayette  county. 
The  first  log  sawed  was  for  a  German  from  Clayton  county  who  was  unable 
to  speak  English,  but  got  the  sawyer  to  understand  that  he  wanted  the  lumber 
for  a  “cow  hov’l.”  Timbers  and  lumber  was  prepared  here  for  the  mill  at 
Clermont,  which  was  among  the  earliest  to  utilize  the  waters  of  the  Turkey. 
There  was  great  demand  for  the  services  of  the  Dimond  &  Connor  mill,  and 
lumber  was  hauled  from  it  to  the  Yellow  river  country,  in  Allamakee  county. 

ORIGIN  OF  THE  TERM  “SHIN  BONE  VALLEY.” 

In  early  days  nearly  every  locality  had  its  euphonious  name,  and  often 
these  were  more  expressive  than  elegant.  For  many  generations  (probably) 
the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  had  been  in  the  habit  of  burying  their  dead  in 
“Sac  Bottom,”  as  the  vicinity  of  Elgin  was  known  to  the  early  traders.  They 
were  indifferent  as  to  the  depth  of  the  grave,  hence  the  erosion  of  many  years 
had  exposed  the  skeletons  of  some  of  their  dead.  When  the  Winnebagoes  suc¬ 
ceeded  them,  the  custom  was  continued  by  the  new  owners  with  the  same 
indifference,  and  when  the  first  white  settlers  invaded  the  “sacred  precincts,” 
human  bones  were  in  evidence  in  great  profusion.  This  undoubtedly  led 
to  the  rather  “shivery”  title  above  mentioned.  It  seems  that  the  mail  carriers 
in  early  days  recognized  these  peculiar  names  quite  readily,  for  an  interchange 
of  letters  between  David  Forbes  and  his  brother-in-law,  William  Wells,  at 
West  Union,  was  readily  made,  the  one  being  addressed  to  “Knob  Prairie” 
and  the  other  to  “Shin  Bone  Valley.” 

For  years  after  the  whites  first  occupied  the  country,  the  Indians  returned 
annually  to  “Sac  Bottom”  to  visit  the  “graves  of  their  fathers,”  and  to  hold 
some  kind  of  memorial  services  there.  On  the  west  side  of  the  river,  opposite 
this  aboriginal  cemetery,  the  savages  had  a  dancing  ground,  where  they  were 
wont  to  gather  for  their  “pow-wows.”  In  1850-1,  the  Indians  returned  in 
large  numbers  and  held  their  uncouth  dances. 

Some  of  the  graves  of  the  departed  redskins  were  surrounded  with  rude 
palings.  One  in  particular,  said  Mr.  Connor,  had  a  sort  of  a  pole  lodge  erected 
over  it,  from  the  top  of  which  floated  a  white  flag,  and  which  was  frequently 
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visited  by  the  Indians,  who  kept  the  rude  structure  in  repair  for  several  years. 
It  had  become  noised  about  among  the  settlers  that  this  was  the  grave  of  the 
Chief  “Whirling  Thunder,”  and  it  was  supposed  that  many  valuable  articles 
were  buried  with  him.  Some  irreverent  person  or  persons  attempted  to  do  a 
little  “grave  snatching”  on  their  own  account,  and  began  to  dig  for  plunder, 
but  were  frightened  off  by  a  passer-by.  When  the  settlers  discovered  what 
had  been  done,  they  repaired  the  injury  as  well  as  they  could.  Soon  after¬ 
ward,  two  Indians  visited  the  spot  and  discovered  the  trespass,  and  went  to  the 
mill  for  an  explanation.  They  were  told  of  the  rumor  that  prevailed,  that 
“Whirling  Thunder”  was  buried  there,  and  that  an  attempt  had  been  made  by 
somebody  to  rob  his  grave;  also  that  the  settlers  had  endeavored  to  repair  the 
injury .  The  Indians  giavely  replied  that  “Whirling  Thunder  '  was  reposing 
on  the  bank  of  the  Volga,  and  the  grave  so  ruthlessly  disturbed  was  that  of  a 
very  aged  medicine  woman,  who  had  been  held  in  g'reat  veneration  by  the 
tribe,  and  when  she  died,  the  squaws  had  built  the  enclosure  as  a  mark  of 
lespect.  But,  said  the  Indian,  who  appeared  to  be  remarkably  intelligent  for 
his  class,  “I  am  ashamed  that  white  men,  Christians,  should  try  to  rob  Indian 
graves.” 

INDIAN  CITY. 

Mr.  Connor  stated  that  in  1848,  when  he  came  to  Sac  Bottom,  the  bank  of 
the  Turkey,  where  Elgin  now  stands,  was  for  a  long  distance  lined  with  Indian 
wigwams  as  thick  as  they  could  stand,  and  near  them  large  heaps  of  fish  bones. 
The  river  teemed  with  fish,  which  the  Indians  caught  in  large  numbers,  and 
boiled  in  large  kettles  obtained  from  the  traders.  When  done,  the  contents  of 
the  kettles  would  be  poured  into  willow  baskets  to  drain.  When  sufficiently 
cool,  the  numerous  families  feasted  on  these  boiled  fish,  and,  too  lazy  to  re¬ 
move  the  bones,  heaped  them  up  in  the  rear  of  their  tepees. 

ANCIENT  MOUNDS. 

But  aside  from  these  evidences  of  occupation  by  Indians  prior  to  the 
advent  of  the  pioneers  of  1848-9,  there  are  proofs  that  this  beautiful  spot  was 
inhabited  before  the  arrival  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  Iowas,  Sioux  and  other 
North  American  Indian  tribes.  Evidences  of  the  occupation  of  the  valley  by 
pre-historic  man  appeared  around  Elgin  in  great  profusion,  as  witnessed  and 
reported  by  the  early  settlers.  Numerous  mounds  were  located  in  the  vicinity 
of  Elgin,  some  large  and  others  small,  but  all  recognized  by  the  pioneers  as  the 
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work  of  the  mound  builders.  The  plow  of  the  farmer  has  been  leveling  these 
mounds  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  yet  they  are  distinctly  visible,  rising- 
several  feet  above  the  surrounding  surface. 

In  1849,  the  new  settlement  was  increased  by  the  arrival  of  Matthew 
Conner,  John  Conner,  James  B.  Stephenson,  George  Rowley,  Rev.  Joseph 
Forbes  and  others.  Mr.  Dimond  had  a  horse,  and  S.  B.  Forbes  a  cow,  which 
were  then  the  only  animals  of  the  kind  in  the  township.  Matthew  Conner 
built  a  log  cabin  on  the  site  of  the  future  town  of  Elgin,  and  in  it  opened  the 
first  store.  Log  houses  were  also  erected  by  John  Conner,  B.  Dimond,  Ste¬ 
phenson  and  Rowley. 

The  first  crop  of  corn  was  raised  this  year,  by  John  Conner. 

During  that  year,  Rev.  Joseph  Forbes  held  religious  services  in  the  house 
of  John  Conner,  and  organized  a  Sabbath  school,  which  was  probably  the  first 
Sabbath  school  in  the  county.  Mr.  Forbes  was  one  of  the  orators  at  the  4th  of 
July  celebration  at  West  Union  that  year. 

In  the  spring  of  1850,  townships  94  and  95,  range  7,  were  created  a  civil 
township  by  the  commissioners  of  Clayton  county,  and  an  election  was  held 
immediately  after  the  order,  at  the  house  of  George  Rowley.  Charles  Sawyer, 
Matthew  Conner  and  George  Rowley  were  judges  of  the  election,  and  George 
Rowley  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  Pleasant  Valley  district,  and 
Charles  Sawyer  for  the  Clermont  district. 

In  October,  1850,  Fayette  county  having  been  organized,  Pleasant  Valley 
township  was  created  by  the  Fayette  commissioners,  composed  of  township 
94,  range  7,  and  the  northeast  quarter  of  township  93,  range  7.  Election 
was  ordered  on  the  third  Monday  of  November,  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Forbes  ; 
and  Joseph  Forbes,  John  Conner  and  Simeon  B.  Forbes  were  appointed  judges 
of  election.  Prior  to  this,  at  the  election  in  July,  when  the  county  was  organ¬ 
ized,  Pleasant  Valley  township  was  a  part  of  West  Union  precinct.  At  the 
November  election,  John  Conner  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  Simeon 
B.  Forbes,  Matthew  Conner  and  J.  B.  Stephenson,  trustees. 

The  first  white  child  was  Melvina  Dimond,  born  July  22,  1850. 

The  first  wedding  was  that  of  John  Johnson  and  Miss  Rowley  in  1851  ; 
the  hymenial  knot  was  securely  tied  by  John  Conner,  justice  of  the  peace. 
Second  marriage  was  Samuel  Conner  and  Marrilla  Howard,  February-  4, 
1852,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Briggs,  a  Methodist  preacher. 

The  first  settler  to  cross  the  mysterious  river  was  Matthew  Conner,  who 
died  in  April,  1852.  The  first  death  was  an  infant  daughter  of  James  Kinyon, 
in  July,  1851. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


435 


The  first  Methodist  circuit  preacher  to  visit  the  little  settlement  at  the 
mouth  of  Otter  creek  was  Rev.  Mr.  Cameron,  who  preached  in  the  house  of 
Samuel  Conner  in  1851. 

George  Gay  opened  a  store  in  the  new  settlement  in  1851. 

ELGIN  LAID  OUT. 

In  the  fall  and  winter  of  1851-52,  a  town  was  laid  out  on  section  14  by 
Samuel  Conner  and  others.  M.  V.  Burdick  was  the  surveyor.  Mr.  Burdick 
solicited  the  honor  of  christening  the  new  town,  which  was  granted,  and  he 
gave  it  the  name  of  Elgin,  in  honor,  it  is  said,  of  Elgin,  Illinois,  his  native 
town.  “Shin  Bone  Valley”  was  buried  and  nearly  forgotten,  only  to  be  resur- 
iected  by  the  historian  and  recorded  in  its  proper  place  among  innumerable 
other  “things  of  the  past.” 

The  town  plat  was  not  recorded  until  March,  1855.  Samuel  Conner, 
Marilla  Conner,  Benjamin  Dimond,  Mary  J.  Dimond,  Thomas  Armstrong  and 
Oliva  Armstrong  appear  of  record  as  proprietors.  M.  V.  Burdick,  acting  sur¬ 
veyor  when  they  were  laid  out,  certifies  to  blocks  1,  2,  3  and  4,  and  Winslow 
Stearns,  county  surveyor,  certifies  to  blocks  5  and  6,  July  4,  1854.  This  plat 
was  filed  for  record  February  20,  1855.  The  first  or  original  plat,  however, 
as  made  by  Mr.  Burdick,  was  filed  for  record  March  q,  1854,  by  order  of 
Thomas  Woodle,  judge.  Samuel  Conner  was  sole  proprietor. 

In  April,  1852,  Messrs.  Dimond  &  Conner  commenced  building-  a  grist- 
mill,  in  which  the  first  corn  was  ground  in  December,  1853.  The  mill  was 
completed  in  1854.  Soon  afterward,  the  proprietors  added  to  it  a  building 
for  carding  wool,  which  was  put  in  operation  by  Eden  E.  Rhodes,  who  carded 
the  first  wool  in  Fayette  county  in  1854.  This  enterprise  was  abandoned,  but 
in  1869,  Hon.  William  Larrabee  and  Dr.  B.  H.  Hinkley  financed  and  operated 
a  similar  industry.  It  was  located  on  the  hill-side  south  of  Elgin,  and  manu¬ 
factured  certain  kinds  of  cloth,  in  addition  to  doing  a  large  business  in  carding 
wool  to  be  spun  and  woven  in  the  homes  of  that  day.  The  industry  was  dis¬ 
continued  many  years  ago.  The  flouring-mill  was  owned  by  P.  Dowse  & 
Company  and  operated  by  them  for  many  years. 

In  1852,  Samuel  Conner  built  the  first  large  frame  building,  the  first  hotel, 
on  southeast  quarter  of  northeast  quarter  of  section  14,  lot  15,  block  1,  of  the 
original  survey  of  Elgin. 

The  postoffice  was  established  in  1852.  Benjamin  Dimond  was  the  first 
postmaster. 
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The  first  church  was  commenced  in  1855;  completed  and  dedicated  in  the 
fall  of  1857. 

Isaac  Kline  built  a  saw-mill  on  Otter  creek,  about  two  miles  above  Elgin, 
in  1854.  It  was  afterward  converted  into  a  flouring-mill,  and  was  owned  by 
Mr.  Pfahr  and  others.  Thomas  Alvey  built  a  saw-mill  in  1856,  on  Otter 
creek,  in  section  29.  This  was  also  converted  into  a  flouring-mill,  and  was 
owned  by  W.  M.  Alvey,  Higgins  and  others.  None  of  these  mills  are  now 
operated  except  for  feed  grinding,  and  most  of  them  have  passed  out  with 
time  and  floods. 


LUTRA  LAID  OUT. 

When  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota  railroad  was  laid  out, 
the  engineers  found  it  impracticable  to  reach  Elgin,  and  established  the  line 
about  half  a  mile  west  of  the  town.  Here  Mr.  Conner  donated  depot  grounds, 
and  also  the  right  of  way  for  a  mile,  and  a  small  town  was  surveyed  in  Aug¬ 
ust,  1871,  by  F.  S.  Palmer,  and  by  him  named  Lutra.  The  proprietors  were 
Samuel  Conner,  Marilla  Conner,  B.  Dimond,  Mary  J.  Dimond,  Joseph  Bald¬ 
win  and  Betsey  Baldwin;  and  the  plat  was  filed  for  record  November  10,  1871. 
Work  on  the  railroad  commenced  in  the  fall  of  1871,  and  was  completed  to 
Lutra  from  the  north  in  September,  1872,  but  the  depot  was  not  built  until 
1875.  Mr.  Conner  made  an  addition  to  Lutra  in  1873.  The  first  store  on  the 
town  plat  of  Lutra  was  a  small  wooden  building  erected  in  1871.  The  hand¬ 
some  brick  block  of  stores  was  built  by  Borne  &  Conner,  James  Cook,  Daniel 
Gates  and  others,  in  1873-74.  The  railroad  name  of  the  two  places  is  Elgin, 
and,  practically,  Elgin  and  Lutra  are  but  one  town. 

A  steam  saw-mill  and  stave  factory  was  built  near  the  north  end  of  the 
railroad  bridge  in  1873,  by  Peter  Nicklaus,  a  very  ingenious  and  energetic  man. 
This  plant  was  merged  into  a  canning  factory,  and  is  controlled  by  a  stock 
company,  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Nicklaus  and  his  son  Charles.  R.  O.  Wood¬ 
ward,  of  West  Union,  is  manager  of  the  plant,  which  does  a  very  large  amount  ' 
of  business  in  season.  The  principal  product  is  canned  corn,  but  other  prod¬ 
ucts,  especially  tomatoes,  are  worked  up,  these  raw  materials  being  cpiite  a 
source  of  revenue  to  near-by  farmers  and  gardeners.  The  plant  furnishes 
remunerative  employment  to  several  hundred  employes,  during  active  opera¬ 
tions.  Its  products  are  in  universal  demand  where  best  known. 

In  1870,  Messrs.  Dimond,  Conner  &  Company  erected  a  new  flouring  mill 
011  Otter  creek,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  above  the  old  saw-mill. 
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The  towns  of  Elgin  and  Lutra  are  beautifully  located  in  the  valley  of  the 
Turkey  river,  near  the  mouth  of  Otter  creek  a  lovely  spot,  nestling  among 
the  timber-crowned  bluffs,  a  perfect  gem  of  beauty. 

The  geologist  will  find  a  rich  field  in  this  valley.  In  the  bed  of  Ottei 
creek,  below  the  old  saw-mill,  the  rock  formations  have  been  exposed,  and  are 
wonderfully  rich  in  fossils,  not  only  of  shells,  but  of  other  foims  of  life  that 
once  flourished  only  to  be  preserved  in  stone. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  first  school  in  the  township  was  taught  by  Mary  A.  Howard,  in  the 
house  built  by  Matthew  Conner,  in  1851.  In  1852,  a  school  house  was  built 
on  section  22,  by  John  and  Madison  Phillips,  in  which,  in  the  same  year,  Ade¬ 
laide  Simers  taught  the  first  school. 

In  1855,  a  frame  school  house  was  built  on  the  town  plat  of  Elgin,  by 
George  Pratt,  in  which  John  Arbuckle  was  the  first  teacher.  In  i860,  this 
building  was  sold  and  removed,  to  give  place  to  a  brick  school  house,  which 
was  erected  in  that  year  by  Lewis  Thoma,  and  school  was  first  taught  in  it  by 
David  Whitley.  In  1875,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  educational  privileges 
for  the  children  of  Elgin  and  Lutra  under  one  roof,  a  large  and  commodious 
brick  school  house  was  erected  on  what  was  called  the  half-way  giound  be¬ 
tween  the  two  towns.  The  building  was  built  by  Mr.  Thoma,  and  cost  about 
eight  thousand  dollars.  This  “half-way”  ground  is  all  built  up  with  resi¬ 
dences,  and  there  is  now  no  “dividing  line”  between  Elgin  and  Lutra. 

The  independent  district  of  Elgin  was  stimulated  by  the  building  of  the 
railroad,  and  when  Lutra  was  added  to  the  original  dimensions,  the  district 
was  correspondingly  enlarged.  With  additions  and  improvements  to  the 
school  property,  the  school  house  is  now  valued  at  eleven  thousand  dollars. 
Four  teachers  were  employed  during  the  school  year  of  1909,  one  male  and 
three  females,  who  taught  nine  months.  The  salary  of  the  superintendent  was 
eighty  dollars  per  month  and  his  assistants  received  an  average  of  forty-three 
dollars  and  thirty-three  cents,  or,  to  be  exact,  each  one  received  the  same 
amount  of  salary.  The  number  of  persons  in  the  district  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  twenty-one  years — the  school  age — is  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 
Of  these,  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  were  enrolled  in  the  school,  with  an 
average  daily  attendance  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight.  Ten  non-resident 
students  were  enrolled,  from  whom  the  district  realized  in  tuition  fees,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  This  is  one  of  the  classified 
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schools  of  the  county,  and  its  graduates  are  credited  with  high  school  attain¬ 
ments.  The  school  apparatus  is  valued  at  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  and 
the  library  contains  one  hundred  and  fourteen  volumes. 

There  are  ten  sub-districts  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  each  having  a 
school  house  of  one  room.  The  schools  were  in  session  during  the  last  year 
an  average  of  seven  and  five-tenths  months,  and  were  taught  by  female  teach¬ 
ers,  at  an  average  salary  of  thirty  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents  per  month. 
The  value  of  the  ten  school  houses  is  five  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dol¬ 
lars  ;  of  the  apparatus  used,  four  hundred  dollars,  and  there  are  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-five  volumes  in  the  school  libraries  of  the  district  township.  The 
average  cost  of  tuition  per  pupil  for  the  year  1909  was  two  dollars  and  seventy- 
nine  cents. 

CHURCHES. 

Numerous  religious  organizations  have  had  an  existence  in  Elgin,  some 
of  which  have  not  been  continuing  institutions.  The  Wesleyan  Methodists, 
Methodist  Episcopal,  United  Brethren,  Baptists  and  Lutherans  are  the  organ¬ 
izations  which  have  struggled  for  supremacy  in  the  religious  field.  The  three 
first  mentioned  built  churches  and  still  sustain  them,  but  some  have  irregular 
services. 

LODGES. 

There  is  a  Masonic  lodge  in  Elgin,  also  a  chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
both  moved  from  Clermont  within  recent  years,  as  appears  more  fully  in  the 
article  on  Freemasonry  in  Fayette  county,  by  Hon.  D.  W.  Clements. 

Elgin  Lodge  No.  290,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was  organized 
September  18,  1874,  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Chase,  district  deputy  grand  master.  The 
names  of  some  old  time  business  men  are  recalled  by  the  following  list  of  names 
of  charter  members :  D.  W.  Redfield,  J.  A.  Gruver,  S.  R.  Graham,  O.  P.  Miller, 
E.  R.  Carpenter,  M.  C.  Meade,  Dr.  J.  P.  Marsh,  G.  S.  Klock,  J.  C.  Cooley. 
The  lodge  was  prosperous  from  the  first  and  has  initiated  many  members  into 
the  mysteries  of  Oddfellowship. 

The  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  is  another  of  the  early  fraternal 
and  beneficial  institutions  of  Elgin.  The  original  members  of  this  lodge, 
which  came  into  existence  August  17,  1876,  include  most  of  the  foregoing 
names,  as  well  as  some  other  prominent  names  of  that  day.  They  are  as 
follows :  Oscar  P.  Miller,  G.  S.  Klock,  Erastes  Enos,  H.  C.  Hammond,  Dr. 
L.  B.  Mattoon,  W.  W.  Gardner,  W.  R.  Given,  E.  R.  Carpenter,  J.  A.  Hoag- 
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land,  J.  C.  Cooley,  A.  A.  Kumpf,  J.  G.  Schaeffer,  Phil.  Dowse,  Henry  Klock, 
F.  D.  Lepper.  C.  T.  Schmid,  P.  Nicklaus,  G.  A.  Stoehr,  Lewis  Thoma,  Ben 
Schori,  J.  W.  Callender,  D.  Wattenpaugh.  Several  of  these  men  of  early 
days  have  died  and  others  removed. 

Among  other  early  settlers  of  Elgin,  none  were  more  prominent  and  active 
than  Fred.  Wohlheter,  John,  Neuens wander,  the  Lehman  family,  Philip  Dowse, 
Sr.,  F.  M.  Garrison,  L.  M.  Blakesley,  Joseph  Lyons,  “Uncle  Jimmie”  Stephen¬ 
son,  Elder  Martindale,  the  Waterworths. 

The  population  of  Elgin  and  vicinity  is  largely  of  German  extraction,  the 
Swiss  being  the  predominating  class.  They  are  a  frugal,  honest  and  unassum¬ 
ing  people  whose  energy  and  industry  have  made  Pleasant  Valley  township 
noted  for  its  thrift  and  prosperity.  Elgin  is  the  home  of  a  considerable  num¬ 
ber  of  retired  farmers  whose  earlier  years  were  spent  on  the  farms  in  Pleasant 
Valley,  Illyria  and  adjacent  territory  in  Clayton  county.  They  are  not  of  one 
nationality,  nor  the  same  political  or  religious  views.  They  came  together 
at  Elgin  as  old  friends  and  neighbors  who  have  made  Elgin  their  trading 
point  for  a  generation  or  two,  hence,  in  their  estimation,  no  other  town  is 
quite  as  good  a  place  to  end  their  days  as  Elgin.  And  the  natural  beauty  of 
tbe  spot  would  seem  to  justify  this  conclusion.  It  would  not  be  amiss  to  speak 
of  two  families  of  this  class  who  were  very  early  settlers  over  the  line  in 
Clayton  county,  who  lived  neighbors  for  forty  years  or  more,  and  then  retired 
and  moved  to  Elgin.  These  are  the  F.  K.  Robbins  and  David  Moats  fam¬ 
ilies.  Both  Mr.  Robbins  and  his  wife  died  in  Elgin  within  the  last  two  years  ; 
but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moats  are  living  in  advanced  old  age.  Two  other  families 
who  retired  from  adjoining  farms  in  Clayton  county  are  the  Chapmans  and 
MacKellars. 

Pleasant  Valley  is  one  of  the  rough  and  broken  townships  of  the  county. 
The  Turkey  river  and  Otter  creek,  fringed  with  heavy  timber  and  rugged 
bluffs,  pass  through  the  township  and  unite  their  waters  at  the  county  line  just 
east  of  Elgin. 

BRAINARD. 

Brainard,  near  the  west  line  of  the  township,  is  a  little  hamlet,  up  the 
Otter,  hemmed  in  by  rugged  hills  on  all  sides.  It  was  the  place  chosen  for 
a  home  by  some  of  the  earliest  pioneers,  and  probably  had  more  inhabitants  in 
the  fifties  than  it  has  ever  had  since.  In  very  early  days  this  place  was  called 
“Tinkertown,”  because  nearly  every  man  was  some  kind  of  a  mechanic.  I  hey 
promptly  built  their  log  shops  and  prepared  for  business,  but  the  patrons  were 
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few,  as  the  place  was  well-nigh  inaccessible  by  reason  of  the  hills  and  timber. 
When  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota  railroad  was  built  up  the 
valley,  a  station  was  established  at  “Tinkertown,”  to  catch  the  timber  trade, 
and  a  man  named  Brainard  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  station.  This  was 
probably  the  origin  of  the  new  name.  Mr.  Brainard  was  succeeded  in  the 
seventies  by  R.  W.  Helm,  who  became  at  once  stock-buyer,  station  agent,  post¬ 
master  and  merchant.  He  purchased  large  tracts  of  timber  land,  cut  off  the 
timber  and  improved  the  land,  combining  this  work  with  his  other  various  en¬ 
terprises,  and  became  wealthy.  He  owns  several  good  farms  in  territory  ad¬ 
jacent  to  Brainard,  mostly  made  from  land  which  was  cleared  and  improved 
under  his  personal  supervision.  More  timber  of  various  kinds,  including  cord- 
wood,  is  shipped  from  Brainard  than  from  any  other  shipping  point  in  the 
county.  It  is  also  a  good  shipping  point  for  stock,  being  tributary  to  the  fine 
stock  farms  in  northern  Illyria,  as  well  as  considerable  portions  of  Pleasant 
Valley  and  Union  townships.  For  years  Mr.  Helm  furnished  employment 
for  many  men  and  teams,  and  thus  became  recognized  as  a  kind  of  benefactor 
among  the  poor  people  with  whom  the  Otter  creek  valley  abounds.  His  gen¬ 
eral  store  (the  only  one  in  the  place),  with  its  postoffice  attachment,  is  a 
rendezvous  for  the  inhabitants  for  miles  around.  But  Mr.  Helm  was  not  the 
only  man  who  profited  by  the  establishment  of  a  railroad  station  at  Brainard. 
Joseph  Patterson,  the  Crafts,  John  Bracken  and  other  well-to-do  farmers  in 
the  community,  took  advantage  of  the  opportunities,  and  shipped  immense 
quantities  of  wood  and  other  forest  products  from  the  station,  and  thus  the 
hill  sides  and  rocky  glens  have  become  denuded  of  their  original  covering  of 
excellent  timber,  and,  where  the  land  was  available,  improved  farms  have  re¬ 
sulted. 

Pleasant  Valley  township  (including  Elgin  incorporation)  has  eight  and 
three-tenths  miles  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  railroad  within  its 
borders,  assessed  for  taxation  purposes  at  four  thousand  two  hundred  dollars 
per  mile.  There  are  seven  and  a  half  miles  of  the  United  States  Express  Com¬ 
pany,  assessed  at  thirty-five  dollars  per  mile,  and  the  same  mileage  of  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  valued  at  eighty  dollars  per  mile.  The 
town  and  township  are  traversed  by  thirty-five  miles  of  telephone,  which  reach 
fully  half  of  the  farms  occupied  by  the  owners.  The  average  assessed  value 
of  the  four  companies  doing  business  in  the  township  is  fifty  dollars  per  mile. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 


PUTNAM  TOWNSHIP. 

This  was  one  of  the  four  townships  surveyed  in  1837,  as  appears  in  the 
chapter  on  County  Organization.  The  first  land  entry  was  made  by  John  C. 
Folsom,  on  the  4th  of  November,  1850.  But  a  man  named  Serving  entered 
land  the  same  year,  sold  his  claim  to  a  man  named  Harrows,  who,  like  him¬ 
self,  soon  removed  from  the  township.  The  settlement  of  this  township  was 
tardy,  considering  the  time  the  land  became  available,  and  this  tardiness  was 
probably  due  to  the  fact  that  the  land  is  nearly  all  prairie,  a  class  of  soil  and 
environment  not  alluring  to  the  first  settlers  of  the  county.  And  this  ob¬ 
jection  will  be  considered  a  sensible  one,  when  it  is  remembered  that  timber 
was  a  staple  commodity  in  early  days,  there  being  nothing  then  available  to  take 
its  place  for  fuel,  fencing,  houses  and  stock  sheds,  and  even  as  a  protection 
against  the  destructive  winds  which  traversed  the  prairies  unmolested.  Invari¬ 
ably  the  early  settlers  chose  locations  in  or  near  the  timber,  even  though  much 
better  land  could  have  been  found  elsewhere. 

J.  Brun  was  the  first  actual  settler,  he  having  purchased  the  Harrows 
claim,  and  made  a  permanent  home  on  section  24.  Some  of  the  first  settlers 
in  this  township  secured  their  land  for  seventy-five  cents  an  acre,  there  being 
a  special  provision  so  providing  for  a  limited  time. 

EARLY  ELECTIONS. 

The  township  was  named  in  honor  of  the  Revolutionary  hero,  Gen.  Israel 
Putnam.  An  order  was  issued  by  the  county  judge  calling  the  organizing 
election  in  April,  1855.  Some  informality  in  making  the  returns  .deferred  the 
organization,  however,  and  another  election  was  held  the  following  year.  The 
electors  who  voted  in  April,  1855,  were  R.  Aldrich,  Sr.,  R.  Aldrich,  Jr.,  Mr. 
McNary,  W.  C.  Hicks,  J.  Hallowed,  J.  B.  Squires,  J.  L.  Bruce  and  John  C. 
Folsom.  The  election  held  in  April,  1856  (at  which  time  the  township  was 
organized),  was  held  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Joy,  and  resulted  in  the  selection 
of  officers  as  follows :  J.  B.  Squires  and  Samuel  Probasco,  justices  of  the 
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peace;  Samuel  Westcott,  Joseph  Hallowell  and  W.  S.  Warner,  trustees;  Alvah 
Bush,  township  clerk;  Samuel  Westcott,  assessor;  J.  Rowley  and  Mr.  Canfield, 
constables,  and  Patrick  Bears  was  chosen  supervisor  of  roads.  The  election 
officers  on  this  occasion  were  W.  S.  Warner,  Joseph  Hallowell  and  Alvah 
Bush,  judges,  and  the  two  last  named  also  officiated  as  clerks.  The  electors 
attending  this  election  and  not  at  the  preceding  one  were  C.  G.  Wheeland, 
W.  Hicks,  Jay  and  James  Squires. 

FIRST  SCHOOLS. 

The  first  consideration  with  the  pioneers,  after  organizing  the  territory 
in  which  they  live,  is  the  establishment  of  schools  and  churches.  Putnam 
township  was  no  exception  to  this  rule.  The  first  board  of  directors  (organ¬ 
ized  in  1858)  was  composed  of  Solomon  Joy,  J.  B.  Squires  and  L.  H.  Abbott. 
Mrs.  Rowley,  who  taught  the  first  school  in  the  township,  received  a  salary  of 
one  dollar  per  week ! 

Three  sub-districts  were  organized  by  the  board  in  1858,  and  the  first 
school  house  in  the  township  was  purchased  from  Orrville  Wood  for  thirty 
dollars.  The  schools  of  the  township  were  well  organized  under  the  district 
township  system,  and  so  continued  until  October  18,  1873,  when  eighty-two 
petitioners  asked  for  a  dissolution  of  the  district  township  system  and  the 
establishment  of  rural  independent  districts.  An  election  was  held  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1873,  and  a  majority  of  votes  cast  were  in  favor  of  the  change  to  the 
independent  district  system.  When  the  school  property  was  divided  and  dis¬ 
trict  boundaries  established,  the  district  township  board  went  out  of  existence, 
since  which  time  three  directors  in  each  district  have  controlled  the  school 
interests.  The  last  of  the  eleven  sub-districts  was  set  off  in  1871,  and  since 
December,  1873,  each  district  has  been  self-sustaining.  Each  district  in  the 
township  owns  a  school  house  of  one  room,  that  in  No.  3  being  the  poorest 
(valued  at  two  hundred  dollars).  In  this  district  there  was  no  school  held 
during  the  year  1909,  the  latest  official  report.  The  other  ten  districts  had 
school  from  seven  to  nine  months  of  the  year,  the  average  being  seven  and 
three-fourths  months.  Two  male  teachers  were  employed  (in  districts  2  and 
1 1 ) ,  at  a  salary  of  forty  dollars  a  month  each.  Female  teachers  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  other  districts  at  an  average  salary  of  thirty-five  dollars  and  forty 
cents  per  month.  There  are  but  fourteen  persons  in  district  No.  3  between  five 
and  twenty-one  years,  and  but  five  between  seven  and  fourteen,  the  years  of 
compulsory  attendance;  hence  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  provisions  could  be 
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made  for  the  attendance  of  these  in  adjoining  districts  at  much  less  expense 
than  in  their  own.  Two  hundred  eighty-six  is  the  school  enumeration  of  the 
township  (five  to  twenty-one  years),  of  whom  two  hundred  and  twenty-six 
were  enrolled  in  the  schools,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty.  1  he  average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil  was  two 
dollars  and  sixty-four  cents.  The  eleven  school  houses  are  valued  at  four 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars,  and  the  school  apparatus  in 
them  at  six  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars.  The  school  libraries  of  the  town¬ 
ship  contain  six  hundred  and  two  volumes. 

AGRICULTURAL. 

For  many  years  past  Putnam  township  has  taken  high  rank  as  a  dairying 
and  stock-raising  community.  Creameries  were  established  there  as  early  as 
anywhere  in  the  county,  and  the  product  brought  high  prices  in  the  Eastern 
markets,  for  which  it  was  mostly  made.  This  industry  continues,  though 
with  the  invention  and  general  introduction  of  cream  separators  among  the 
farmers,  and  the  annual  custom  of  putting  up  ice,  much  more  home  churning 
is  done  than  formerly.  Grain  raising  has  fallen  off  greatly,  and  the  farmers 
usually  feed  up  the  products  of  their  farms  to  their  growing  stock.  Wheat 
raising  has  ceased  to  be  the  money-getting  industry,  though  such  was  the  case 
in  earlier  days. 

The  Davenport  &  St.  Paul  branch  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
railroad  touches  the  northeast  corner  of  this  township,  but  there  is  no  station 
within  its  boundaries.  In  fact,  Putnam  is  purely  an  agricultural  township, 
having  neither  town  nor  village.  Arlington  and  Strawberry  Point — the  latter 
in  Clayton  county — are  convenient  trading  places,  while  the  city  of  Oelwein  is 
within  nine  miles  from  the  west  line  of  the  township. 

Sabbath  schools  and  religious  services  have  been  a  feature  of  the  religious 
life  of  the  community  from  early  pioneer  days,  but  the  near-by  towns  men¬ 
tioned  above,  being  but  three  miles  distant  from  the  northern  and  eastern 
boundaries,  furnish  conveniences  not  found  at  the  country  church  or  school 
house. 

A  number  of  the  prominent  early  settlers  in  this  township  have  retired 
from  active  labors,  and  several  of  them  are  located  in  Arlington.  Among 
these  we  mention  John  Gladwin  and  J.  R.  McDonald,  who  were  prominent  in 
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the  affairs  of  Putnam  township  for  many  years,  particularly  in  educational 
affairs.  Dr.  C.  G.  Wheeland  was  also  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Putnam, 
now  retired. 

The  taxable  property  of  this  township,  as  listed  for  taxation,  is  valued 
at  two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 


SCOTT  TOWNSHIP. 

Scott  township  was  organized  by  order  of  the  county  judge  in  1858. 
This  was  one  of  the  last  townships  to  be  organized  in  the  county,  on  account 
of  the  fact  that  there  was  no  timber  in  the  township,  and  settlers  for  the  first 
fifteen  years  after  the  land  was  open  to  public  entry  were  very  few  indeed. 
The  resolution  ordering  the  establishment  of  the  township  was  as  follows : 

“Ordered  that  congressional  township  91  north,  range  8  west,  be  and  it 
is  hereby  formed  into  a  new  township  for  all  purposes  contemplated  by  law 
under  the  name  of  Scott  township.  And  Prentiss  M.  Freeman  is  hereby  ap¬ 
pointed  to  discharge  the  duties,  as  required  by  law,  necessary  to  organize  said 
township.  The  first  election  in  said  township  to  be  held  at  the  house  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Kniseley  in  said  township  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  1858,  at  which 
election  there  will  be  elected  three  township  trustees,  one  clerk,  two  constables, 
two  justices  of  the  peace,  and  a  vote  will  also  be  taken  for  school  fund  com¬ 
missioner.”  This  order  was  made  February  5,  1858.  The  township  was 
named  after  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  at  that  time  lieutenant-general  of  the  United 
States  armies,  and  the  leading  figure  in  the  war  with  Mexico. 

Land  values  were  quite  low  in  Scott  township  for  many  years,  as  shown 
in  the  equalization  of  real  estate  for  the  year  1859,  when  values  for  Scott  town¬ 
ship  were  placed  at  three  dollars  per  acre,  but  there  Was  a  rapid  increase  in  the 
value  of  land  from  that  time  on,  and  at  the  equalization  in  June,  1910,  the 
average  value  of  all  the  land  in  the  township  was  placed  at  about  forty  dollars 
per  acre  for  purposes  of  taxation,  which  is  probably  not  far  from  one-half  of 
its  actual  selling  value.  The  assessment  valuation  of  the  township,  personal 
and  real,  for  1909,  was  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand  and  fifteen 
dollars.  In  recent  years  the  township  has  developed  wonderfully,  and  now 
contains  some  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county.  A  very  large  number  of  groves 
have  been  planted,  and  many  of  the  farm  buildings  are  equal  to  the  best.  The 
township  has  one  trading  point,  a  large  general  store  at  Scott  Center,  where 
many  of  the  people  in  the  township  do  their  trading.  There  is  also  a  cream¬ 
ery,  harness  shop  and  a  blacksmith  shop  there.  There  is  no  church  building- 
in  the  township,  but  there  is  one,  a  union  church,  just  over  the  line  of  the 
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township,  on  the  east,  and  another,  a  United  Brethren  church,  just  over  the 
line  of  the  township  on  the  north;  both  are  maintained  very  largely  by  the 
people  of  Scott  township.  There  are  eight  schools  in  the  township.  In 
1859,  when  there  were  probably  but  one  or  two  schools,  the  number  of  pupils 
was  thirty-seven;  and  in  1910  the  number  of  pupils  was  one  hundred  and 
ninety-nine.  There  are  no  reliable  school  records  showing  when  and  where 
the  first  school  was  held,  or  who  was  the  first  school  teacher,  but  Scott  town¬ 
ship  is  well  to  the  front  in  educational  matters.  The  population  in  1859  was 
sixty-eight,  and  in  1905,  according  to  the  state  census,  it  was  five  hundred  and 
fifty-seven.  In  the  presidential  election  of  i860  there  were  fourteen  votes  for 
Lincoln  and  five  votes  for  Douglas,  which  represented  the  political  complexion 
of  the  settlement  at  that  time. 

On  June  7,  1861,  the  first  board  of  supervisors,  with  one  member  from 
each  township,  assembled  at  the  court  house  in  West  Union,  with  S.  C.  Crosby 
representing  Scott  township.  This  township  was  the  farm  home  of  Hon. 
Andrew  Acldie,  who  represented  the  county  very  creditably  in  two  sessions  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Iowa.  He  was  also  clerk  of  the  district  court,  being 
elected  in  1879,  as  a  Democrat.  Mr.  Addie  is  now  retired  and  living  in 
Arlington.  For  many  years  he  was  a  prominent  and  well  known  resident  of 
this  township. 

The  first  entry  of  government  land  in  Scott  township  was  made  by  Peter 
L.  Moe,  October  16,  1854,  by  a  land  warrant.  He  entered  the  south  half  of 
the  northeast  fractional  quarter  of  section  1.  The  second  entry  was  made 
by  William  Bailiff,  November  7,  1854,  for  cash.  He  entered  the  fractional 
north  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  1.  These  two  entries  form  the 
first  quarter  section  of  land  entered  in  Scott  township.  The  first  sale  of 
Scott  township  land,  after  being  entered,  was  made  by  Peter  L.  Moe,  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Bailiff,  November  11,  1854,  four  days  after  Mr.  Bailiff  had  entered  the 
north  eighty  acres  of  the  same  quarter  section.  He  purchased  the  eighty 
acres  for  sixty  dollars,  and  paid  one  hundred  dollars  for  his  eighty  acres,  while 
the  same  land  today  would  readily  sell  for  one  hundred  dollars  per  acre. 

Scott  township  has  one  and  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousandths 
miles  of  the  main  line  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western  railway,  and  is  within 
reach  of  stations  on  three  sides,  but  has  no  station  within  its  borders.  The 
township  is  mostly  settled  by  Americans,  with  probably  as  few  people  of  for¬ 
eign  birth  as  any  township  in  the  county.  A  large  amount  of  tile  draining  is 
now  being  done,  and  it  is  probable  that  within  a  few  years  Scott  township, 
which  in  early  times  was  regarded  as  the  poorest  township  in  the  county,  will 
turn  out  to  be  one  of  the  most  valuable.  It  has  always  been  a  township  largely 
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devoted  to  stock  raising,  and  has  produced  some  very  fine  herds  of  thorough¬ 
bred  cattle.  Coincident  with  this  industry,  dairying  is  carried  on  extensively, 
and  affords  a  steady  and  unfailing  income  to  those  engaged  in  it. 

EARLY  SETTLERS. 

John  Powers  and  his  son,  Henry  Powers,  were  the  earliest  settlers  at 
Scott  Center,  where  the  early  development  of  the  township  began.  James 
Carpenter  located  on  section  23,  Scott  township,  in  1855.  He  was  a  native  of 
Orange  county,  New  York.  A.  Ross  was  a  Scotchman  by  birth  and  located 
in  this  township  in  1863.  Other  pioneers  in  Scott  were:  L.  W.  and  H.  B. 
Brownell,  Henry  A.  Burdick,  John  B.  Doctor,  C.  B.  Gardinier,  J.  W.  Hazen, 
W.  C.  Hillman,  Robert  Hunter,  James  Kernahan,  Solomon  Knapp,  O.  Lin¬ 
coln,  J.  C.  Miller,  John  Morehouse,  William  C.  Pond,  John  Shields,  James 
Spensley,  George  Stebbins,  William  O.  Sumner.  These  were  among  the 
pioneers  who  started  the  wheels  of  progress  in  this  “prairie  township.”  Its 
early  development  was  tardy,  owing  to  the  absence  of  timber  suitable  for 
building  and  fencing.  But  the  stranger  passing  through  the  township  today 
would  not  realize  how  barren  the  territory  was  considered  in  early  days. 
Stately  groves,  ornamental  hedges  and  profitable  orchards  dot  the  landscape 
everywhere,  while  the  handsome  homes,  commodious  barns,  and  fattening 
herds,  indicate  the  general  prosperity  of  the  people. 

Scott  township  has  thirty-nine  and  a  half  miles  of  telephone  lines,  repre¬ 
sented  by  four  different  companies.  The  Corn  Belt  Telephone  Company  has 
twenty-eight  miles;  the  Interstate,  seven  and  a  half  miles;  Scott  Telephone 
Company,  three  miles,  and  the  Iowa  Telephone  Company,  one  mile. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

The  schools  of  the  township  are  organized  under  the  rural  independent 
district  system,  there  being  eight  districts,  in  seven  of  which  schools  were 
taught  during  the  last  year.  No.  4  had  no  school,  but  the  attendance  of  the 
eighteen  pupils  was  provided  for  in  other  districts.  Of  the  one  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  pupils  of  school  age  in  the  township,  one  hundred  and  forty-seven 
were  enrolled  in  the  schools  (seven),  making  a  total  average  daily  attendance 
of  one  hundred  and  six.  The  average  cost  of  tuition  for  each  pupil  in  the 
seven  schools  was  two  dollars  and  forty-eight  cents.  Four  non-resident  pupils 
were  enrolled  in  district  No.  3,  and  six  were  enrolled  in  district  No.  6.  These 
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contributed  sixty-three  dollars  and  fourteen  cents  to  the  respective  district 
funds.  The  eight  school  houses  are  valued  at  four  thousand  and  seventy-five 
dollars.  The  school  apparatus  in  the  eight  schools  is  valued  at  four  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars,  and  their  school  libraries  represent  three  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  volumes. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 


SMITH  FIELD  TOWNSHIP. 


ie  territory  which  subsequently  became  Smithfield  township  was  occu- 

whhTb  !  “  °rt‘eiS,  by.SeveraI  Persons  whose  later  history  is  not  indented 

i  tR  a  °Tt  l|>  VlIllam  0rrear  and  James  Beatty  located  in  Smithfield 
n  3c  and.  being  unmarried  men,  lived  together  and  kept  “bach.”  It  was 

their  cabin  which  sheltered  the  Teagarden  children  after  the  murder  of  their 
athei  and  little  brother,  as  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Orrear  mar- 
ned  and  became  a  successful  farmer  and  dairyman. 

m  DOm  Set‘led  in  *his  townshiP  in  i843>  and  three  years  later 

an  led  Miss  Messenger,  the  first  wedding  in  Smithfield.  Andrew  Hensley 

became  a  resident  of  the  township  in  1844.  The  next  year  he  hauled  a  portion 
of  his  crop  of  winter  wheat  to  Dubuque  and  sold  it  for  one  dollar  and  forty- 
ve  cents  per  bushel.  Dubuque  was  his  trading  point  and  postoffice  until 
1849,  and  when  a  store  and  postoffice  was  established  at  Yankee  Settlement 
twenty-  ve  miles  away,  he  felt  that  he  was  almost  living  in  town  Mr  Hens¬ 
ley  sent  some  of  his  children  to  school  at  Yankee  Settlement  before  there  was 
a  school  established  in  Fayette  county.  (He  located  his  land  on  the  line  be- 
tween  Fairfield  and  Smithfield  in  1842.) 

Chauncey  Brooks,  a  young  man  of  twenty-one,  brought  his  bride  to 
Smithfield  township  in  1847,  and  in  1848  their  daughter,  Amanda,  was  born. 

This  was  the  first  birth  m  the  township  and  a  close  rival  for  first  birthday 
honors  in  the  county. 

Rev.  John  Brown  held  a  religious  meeting  in  the  Orrear  cabin  in  1848 _ 

probably  the  first  gospel  sermon  preached  in  the  township. 

The  first  land  entry  made  in  Fayette  county  was  made  in  this  township 
011  the  17th  of  January,  1847,  as  appears  of  record.  This  was  the  William 
Orrear  and  James  Beatty  claim,  which  was  entered  by  Horace  Bemis.  It 
was  in  the  extreme  northern  limit  of  the  surveyed  lands  in  the  county. 

Smithfield  was  one  of  the  four  townships  in  this  county  acquired  through 
the  Black  Hawk  purchase,  and  was  surveyed  by  Orson  Lyon  in  the  summer 

of  1837.  The  sub-dividing  lines  were  established  by  James  Videtto  in  the  same 
year. 

(29) 
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TOWNSHIP  ORGANIZATION. 

While  there  were  numerous  settlers  in  Smithfield  in  the  forties,  gradually 
increasing  with  passing  years,  the  formal  organization  of  the  township  did 
not  occur  until  1858,  as  shown  by  the  following  order  of  the  county  court : 
“That  township  92  north,  range  8  west,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  formed  in  a 
new  township,  for  all  purposes,  as  contemplated  by  law.  Said  first  election 
is  ordered  to  be  held  at  the  house  formerly  occupied  by  Joseph  Hobson,  in  said 
township;  and  that  Alden  Mitchell  is  hereby  appointed  to  discharge  the  duties, 
as  required  by  law,  necessary  to  organize  said  township;  said  election  to  take 
place  on  the  first  Monday  of  April,  1858,  at  nine  o’clock  A.  M. ;  and  that  there 
be  elected  three  township  trustees,  one  clerk,  two  justices  of  the  peace,  one  con¬ 
stable,  and  a  vote  to  be  taken,  also,  for  school  fund  commissioner.  Said  town¬ 
ship  to  be  called  Smithfield.” 

The  reader  is  referred  to  the  article  on  early  history  in  the  Miscellaneous 
chapter  for  further  discussion  of  events  in  this  locality.  The  writer  of  that 
article  was  a  participant  in  the  history  recorded,  and  tells  it  in  his  own  quaint 
and  interesting  style. 

Though  lacking  the  formal  organization  to  fully  legalize  their  proceed¬ 
ings,  the  people  of  Smithfield  had  a  nominal  organization,  and  public  affairs 
were  carried  forward  for  some  years  before  the  county  court  came  to  their 
rescue.  A  school  house  was  established  on  section  No.  1  in  1852,  but  a  school 
had  been  taught  in  a  settlers  house  the  previous  year.  The  school  house 
above  mentioned  was  to  accommodate  the  patrons  of  the  “farm-house”  school. 
Iantha  Hendrickson  was  the  first  teacher  in  the  new  school  house. 

EARLY  SCHOOLS. 

The  first  school  election  in  Smithfield  township  was  held  at  the  house  of 
William  McNaul,  May  3,  1858.  The  voters  participating  in  this  election 
were  J.  A.  Hogue,  L.  M.  Stranahan,  F.  Ball,  F.  Hodges,  William  Bonine,  Ira 
Potter,  George  Guard,  James  Bonine,  E.  B.  Nichols,  T.  W.  B.  Stevenson,  Har¬ 
rison  Gage,  A.  T.  Liggett  and  Charles  Hoyt.  The  last  named  was  elected 
president,  Elisha  De  Mott,  vice-president,  L.  M.  Stranahan,  secretary,  and  A. 
T.  Liggett,  treasurer.  By  this  time  there  was  a  considerable  settlement  in  the 
township  and  every  neighborhood  wanted  a  school  house,  or  at  least  all  wanted 
to  be  the  first  in  the  distribution  of  such  favors.  Applications  were  made  ap¬ 
parently,  without  any  consideration  of  results,  should  all  be  granted,  and  it 
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was  fortunate  for  the  people  that  they  had  elected  a  conservative  and  far-see¬ 
ing  board  of  directors.  This  restriction  as  to  expenditures  for  school  houses 
—which  was  hardly  justifiable  during  all  the  years  that  it  was  kept  up— finally 
led  to  the  abandonment  of  the  district  township  system  and  the  adoption  of 
the  rural,  independent  schools,  as  now  in  vogue  in  the  township.  But  this 
change  did  not  occur  until  1876,  at  which  time  there  were  nine  schools  in  the 
township.  During  the  year  ending  July,  1909  (the  latest  official  report), 
there  was  school  taught  m  nine  of  the  ten  school  houses  in  the  township,  an 
average  of  eight  months,  by  female  teachers,  who  received  an  average  of 
thirty-five  dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents  per  month.  District  No.  10  had  but 
two  months  school,  paying  the  teacher  thirty-five  dollars  per  month.  (The 
average  daily  attendance  in  this  school  was  six.)  There  are  two  hundred  and 
forty-five  pupils  of  school  age  in  the  township,  of  whom  two  hundred  and  two 
were  enrolled  in  the  schools,  with  a  total  average  daily  attendance  of  one  bun¬ 
dled  and  twenty-two  in  the  township.  The  estimated  value  of  the  ten  school 
houses  is  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars.  (One  of  these 
is  reported  as  worth  twenty-five  dollars.)  The  school  libraries  contain  eight 
hundred  and  nine  volumes,  and  the  school  apparatus  is  valued  at  five  hundred 
and  fifteen  dollars. 


CHURCHES. 

Religious  services  were  held  in  the  homes  of  the  people  or  in  the  school 
houses  from  the  coming  of  the  first  pioneers  until  the  building  of  churches  in 
1876.  .  There  were  classes  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  and  United  Brethren 
denominations  organized  in  early  days,  and  they  maintained  their  identity  and 
religious  zeal  throughout  the  discouragements  which  met  all  pioneer  enter¬ 
prises.  In  1876  each  of  these  societies  erected  a  comfortable  church  building 
and  were  usually  supplied  with  pastors  from  near-by  towns. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  Smithfield,  none  were  more  prominent  in 
the  development  of  its  agricultural  resources  than  the  family  of  lames  Smith. 
Mr.  Smith  came  to  Smithfield  in  the  early  fifties,  locating  on  the  bleak  prairie 
with  not!  a  house  or  tree  within  the  range  of  human  vision.  He  entered  a  large 
tract  of  land,  accumulating  as  the  years  passed,  until  he  had  over  a  thousand 
acres.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  township,  which  was  named  in 
his  honor.  His  children,  and  especially  his  daughters,  were  successful  teach¬ 
ers  in  their  home  township  and  elsewhere  for  many  years. 

Among  other  early  pioneers  who  have  been  identified  with  this  section 
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of  the  county,  were  J.  W.  Hobson,  William  Pangburn,  William  Price,  the 
Babcock  family  at  Bear  Grove  (of  whom  one  son,  Q.  C.  Babcock,  is  a  promi¬ 
nent  resident  of  Fayette),  J.  E.  Budd,  also  of  Fayette,  Charles  Hoyt,  who  Was 
county  surveyor  for  many  years,  and  father  of  the  late  Judge  W.  A.  Hoyt,  G. 
W.  Baker,  D.  P.  Dawson,  D.  W.  Chittenden,  F.  Snedigar,  A.  Mitchell,  Lyman 
E.  Mitchell,  Richard  Badger,  John  Bills,  James  Conrad  who,  with  five  broth¬ 
ers,  served  in  the  Union  army,  Andrew  Harkin,  Joseph  Hahn,  Finley  Smith, 
William  Thompson,  D.  Underwood.  It  is  not  assumed  that  the  foregoing  is 
a  complete  list  of  early  settlers  of  Smithfield,  as  the  preparation  of  such  a  list 
seems  impossible  at  this  late  date. 

There  is  no  town  or  village  within  the  boundaries  of  Smithfield  town¬ 
ship,  the  nearest  market  points  being  Arlington,  three  miles  east,  Maynard, 
two  miles  west,  and  Fayette,  about  the  same  distance  north,  these  distances 
being  calculated  from  the  respective  township  boundaries.  Seaton  postoffice 
was  once  located  in  the  southern  part  of  the  township,  but  this  has  given  place 
to  the  rural  free  delivery  system,  now  so  universally  in  vogue  throughout  the 
country  districts. 

This  is  distinctively  a  prairie  township  in  which  there  is  little  timber 
except  that  artificially  grown.  It  is  rolling  prairie  land,  very  fertile,  and  in  a 
high  state  of  improvement.  Dairying  and  stock-raising  is  the  principal  busi¬ 
ness  in  which  the  prosperous  farmers  are  engaged. 

STATISTICS. 

The  resources  of  this  township,  and  the  value  of  its  property  for  taxation 
purposes,  are  shown  below  : 

Of  the  Davenport  &  St.  Paul  branch  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  railroad,  there  are  four  and  eighty-two  hundredths  miles  traversing  the 
northeast  corner,  valued  for  assessment  purposes  at  nineteen  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars;  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  has  the  same  mile¬ 
age,  and  is  assessed  on  the  basis  of  three  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars  in  the 
township ;  there  are  three  telephone  companies  in  operation.  The  Iowa  Tele¬ 
phone  Company  has  ten  miles  of  line,  valued  at  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dol¬ 
lars;  the  Interstate  has  six  miles,  valued  at  three  hundred  and  twenty-three 
dollars,  and  the  Corn  Belt  Company  operates  twenty  miles  of  line  in  Smithfield, 
valued  at  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars. 

The  total  assessed  valuation  of  Smithfield  township  for  the  year  1909  was 
two  hundred  and  eighty-one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 


UNION  TOWNSHIP  AND  THE  CITY  OF  WEST  UNION. 

Within  comparatively  recent  years  this  township  has  been  subdivided,  de¬ 
taching-  the  city  boundaries  from  the  original  township  and  designating  it  as 
West  Union  township,  and  leaving  the  balance  of  the  congressional  township 
as  originally  organized  and  designated  as  CTnion  township.  This  arrangement 
was  made  for  political  convenience,  and  to  give  the  city  control  of  adjacent 
territory  without  the  necessity  of  conferring  with  township  authorities. 

The  city  of  West  Union,  with  its  various  additions,  is  laid  out  on  parts 
of  sections  8,  9,  16  and  17,  the  principal  part,  and  the  original  town  plat,  being- 
established  on  the  last  mentioned  section.  The  school  district  boundaries  are 
co-existent  with  the  boundaries  of  West  Union  township  as  now  established. 
Around  this  territory  centers  the  general  history  of  the  northern  part  of  Fay¬ 
ette  county  in  the  formative  period,  and,  specifically,  the  history  of  West 
Union  township  as  originally  formed  and  maintained  for  many  years. 

The  town  of  West  Union,  as  laid  out  by  William  Wells,  J.  W.  Rogers 
and  Jacob  LyBrand,  in  1849,  and  re-surveyed  in  1850,  comprised  four  blocks 
north  and  south  and  three  blocks  east  and  west.  Near  the  center  of  this  orig¬ 
inal  area  is  the  public  square,  a  plat  of  ground  four  hundred  feet  square,  which 
Mr.  Wells  donated  to  the  county  conditioned  on  the  county  seat  being  estab¬ 
lished  at  West  Union.  The  final  disposition  of  this  property,  together  with 
a  recital  of  all  transactions  regarding  the  establishment  of  the  county  seat  and 
retaining  it;  the  building  of  the  first  court  house,  its  destruction  and  rebuilding ; 
the  construction  of  the  jails,  and  enlargement  and  modernizing  of  the  court 
house,  will  be  found  fully  presented  in  the  chapter  on  County  Organization, 
and  need  not  be  repeated  here. 

The  additions  which  have  been  made  to  the  original  town  plat  of  West 
Union  are :  Fuller’s  first,  second  and  third  additions  on  the  south ;  Hoyt’s  ad¬ 
dition  east  of  Fuller’s,  and  Upright’s  addition  north  of  Hoyt's;  Cook’s  addi- 
tion  north  of  the  original  town  plat;  Hinkley’s  first  and  second  additions  west 
of  the  original  town;  North  Union,  a  small  addition  just  south  of  Hinkley’s, 
and  Union  addition  and  Wells’  donation  south  of  that  ;  three  additions  were 
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made  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  town,  known  as  Smithfield,  Uniontown 
and  Rickel’s  additions.  The  villages  which  sprang  up  in  some  of  these  addi¬ 
tions,  as  Uniontown,  Smithfield,  etc.,  were  merged  into  the  town  proper  by 
action  of  those  having  jurisdiction  of  such  matters. 

The  township  of  West  Union,  as  originally  established  in  1849,  was  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  Clayton  county;  but  after  the  organization  of  Fayette 
county,  in  1850,  it  included  portions  of  Dover  and  Pleasant  Valley  townships, 
and,  for  election  purposes,  the  northwest  one-fourth  of  Illyria  township  was 
attached  thereto. 

EARLY  SETTLERS. 

The  first  settlers  in  this  territory  began  to  arrive  and  establish  homes  as 
soon  as  the  Winnebago  Reserve,  from  which  it  was  organized,  came  into 
market  as  a  part  of  the  public  domain.  This  was  in  1848,  when  the  Indians 
were  removed  to  a  new  reservation  in  Minnesota,  and  the  domination  of  the 
Winnebagoes  ceased  to  be  a  menace  to  the  progress  of  civilization.  A  favorite 
camping  ground  of  the  Indians  was  maintained  by  them,  years  after  their 
nominal  removal  to  Fort  Atkinson,  on  the  farm  later  known  as  the  Jacob  Cory, 
W.  C.  Ashby,  D.  W.  Hall  and  J.  Massingham  place,  and  later  known  as  the 
W.  E.  Fuller  place,  which  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  the  Jacob  Yearous 
family.  Small  hunting  parties  of  Indians  camped  there  at  times  for  several 
years  after  the  township  was  settled  by  the  white  people,  and  their  lodge  poles 
could  be  seen  there  for  many  years  after  their  last  visit  in  1858. 

The  first  actual  settler  in  West  Union  (now  Union)  township  was  Lor¬ 
enzo  Dutton,  who,  with  the  Jones  brothers  (Henry  and  Charles  M.),  came  in 
July,  1848. 

Thomas  J.  Smith,  who  accompanied  Samuel  Conner  to  Pleasant  Valley, 
located  in  West  Union  township  about  the  same  time  as  the  above  mentioned 
parties,  and  is  credited  with  building  the  first  cabin  in  the  township,  between 
the  15th  and  20th  of  August,  1848.  He  located  on  the  place  later  known  as 
the  Lippincott  farm,  and  now  owned  by  Gus.  Reidel. 

dutton's  cave. 

The  Dutton  party  built  a  temporary  cabin  in  September,  using  hay,  or 
green  grass,  for  a  roof  and  “banking.”  When  this  became  dry,  it  also  became 
inflammable,  and  was  burned  soon  after  its  construction,  burning  most  of 
their  cooking  utensils,  clothing,  supplies,  etc.  Mr.  Dutton  had  but  recently  re- 
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turned  from  a  trip  to  Illinois  where  he  bought  a  team  of  oxen,  breaking  plow 
and  other  implements,  and  on  his  return  through  Elkader  he  had  filled  out 
his  load  with  lumber,  provisions,  etc.,  hence  the  loss  of  this  cabin  meant  a 
good  deal  to  the  owners.  But  Lorenzo  Dutton  is  a  man  who  has  never  yielded 
to  discouragements,  of  which  he  had  his  share  in  early  days,  hence  the  damage 
was  soon  repaired,  and  his  placid,  even-tempered  career  resumed.  Mr.  Dut¬ 
ton's  career  as  a  pioneer,  and  some  of  his  own  sayings  relating  thereto,  will 
be  found  in  another  chapter.  But  there  is  one  event  in  his  early  history 
which  has  been  reserved  for  this  article,  and  that  is  the  discovery  of  Dutton’s 
cave,  and  the  events  leading  up  to  it.  Now  Mr.  Dutton  has  always  been  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  temperate  man,  and  right  well  has  he  maintained  his  record  in  this 
respect,  as  well  as  the  record  of  good  citizenship.  It  will  not,  therefore,  be  a 
reflection  upon  his  sobriety  to  mention  “snakes”  in  connection  with  his  dis¬ 
covery  of  “the  cave.”  As  he  and  his  neighbor,  Mr.  Bailey,  were  exploring 
the  Dutton  domain,  they  came  in  contact  with  more  than  the  usual  number  of 
rattlesnakes,  which  were  plentiful  everywhere.  In  seeking  to  conceal  them¬ 
selves,  the  reptiles  divulged  their  hiding  place  to  be  a  hitherto  unknown  cavern, 
which,  when  explored,  seemed  to  be  of  considerable  dimensions.  This  was  the 
discovery  of  the  cave  which  has  always  been  known  as  Dutton’s  Cave,  and  for 
many  years  a  favorite  resort  for  people  seeking  a  day’s  outing  wherewith  they 
might  combine  a  view  of  nature's  freaks,  with  a  pleasant  time.  Without 
entering  into  a  description  of  this  now  famous  place,  we  will  say  that  it  is 
beautifully  located,  as  to  environments,  and  the  grounds  have  been  fitted  up 
with  special  reference  to  the  accommodation  of  the  large  crowds  of  people  who 
visit  it  during  the  summer  seasons,  some  coming  from  Fayette,  Clermont  and 
other  distant  towns.  Abundance  of  cold  spring  water  gushes  from  the  entrance 
to  the  cave,  while  the  beautifully  shaded  grounds,  with  ample  seating,  tables, 
places  for  cooking  the  ever-present  picnic  dinner,  and  the  cpiiet  seclusion  of 
the  spot,  render  it  ideally  suited  to  the  wants  of  those  seeking  rest  and  recre¬ 
ation. 

Mr.  Dutton  broke  some  land  in  the  fall  of  1848,  and  this  was  probably 
the  first  breaking  done  in  West  Union  township.  He  still  owns  the  farm 
which  was  his  first  home  in  the  West,  but  is  now  living  in  West  Union,  enjoy¬ 
ing  a  well-earned  respite  from  active  labors. 

Among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  vicinity  of  West  Union,  are  found  the 
names  of  many  who  located  in  adjoining  townships,  and  who  are  mentioned 
in  the  township  histories  where  they  settled.  It  would  be  a  useless  repetition 
to  present  the  names  here,  unless  they  first  settled  in  West  Union.  It  is  stated 
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in  another  chapter  that  seventy  persons  spent  the  winter  of  1849-50  in  West 
Union,  and  that  but  three  of  the  number  are  now  living.  Among  these  are 
found  the  names  of  persons  who  became  thoroughly  identified  with  the  early 
history  of  the  locality,  some  of  whom  were  prominent  in  'county  and  state 
affairs.  We  submit  the  following  as  a  partial  list  of  early  settlers’  names, 
some  of  whom  came  to  the  town  or  township  as  late  as  1853,  but  were  located 
in  other  parts  of  the  county  prior  to  coming  here.  For  example:  Judge 
Woodle  was  living  at  Dunham’s  Grove  when  elected  to  the  office  of  county 
judge.  David  Smith  settled  on  section  17,  in  the  fall  of  1848,  and  Morris  B. 
Earll  and  Jacob  Cory  on  section  16.  Henry  F.  Smith  located  near  them,  on 
section  9.  Jacob  F.  and  Henry  Smith  (sons  of  Henry  F.  Smith)  spent  the 
winter  of  1848-9  here.  Absalom  Butler  settled  here  in  April,  1849;  George 
Smith,  April  22;  William  Wells,  April  23;  William  Redfield,  Franklin  Bishop 
and  Stephen  Bailey  in  May;  Solomon  Bishop  and  Gabriel  Long,  July  4;  Jacob 
W.  Rogers,  with  his  wife  and  daughter,  Ada,  and  Jacob  LyBrand,  September 
7 ;  Humphrey  Tibbetts,  October  25;  William  Felch  and  his  two  sons,  Cephas 
and  Richard,  probably  in  October  or  November,  1849;  Matthew  Wells,  spring 
of  1850;  Joseph  W.  Foster,  July  4;  John  Phillips  and  Daniel  Cook,  September, 
1850;  David  Wells,  Dr.  J.  N.  B.  Elliott,  1850;  William  McClintock,  Henry 
C.  Lacy,  Phineas  F.  Sturgis,  Thomas  Woodle,  Dr.  Joseph  H.  Stafford,  David 
Stafford,  Edwin  Smith,  Porter  L.  Hinkley,  in  the  spring  of  1851 ;  J.  G.  Webb, 
September,  1851 ;  John  S.  Brewer,  Charles  McDowell  and  others  came  in  1852 ; 
Isaac  F.  Clark,  Myron  Peck,  John  Gharky  and  others,  1853.  Among  other 
early  setlers,  the  dates  of  whose  settlement  cannot  now  be  ascertained,  were 
James  Carl,  William  Kilroy,  Jonathan  Ferrell,  Jonathan  Cruzan,  Eli  Root, 
William  Root  (1849  or  1850),  Thomas  Ritchie,  George  Stansbury,  Elisha 
Van  Dorn,  Friend  Dayton,  Rev.  H.  S.  Brunson,  Joseph  Deford,  George  W. 
Neff,  Nicholas  Butler,  Willis  T.  Bunton,  William  Barnhouse,  John  Saltsgiver. 

David  Smith,  having  established  a  claim  on  section  17,  covering  the  later 
town  site  of  West  Union,  held  the  land  and  timber  until  he  sold  his  rights  to 
William  Wells  prior  to  the  founding  of  the  town.  Mr.  Wells  built  a  log  cabin 
near  the  present  location  of  the  brick  house  now  owned  by  Harry  G.  Blunt, 
and  which  to  this  day  is  better  known  as  the  “old  Wells  property”  than  by  any 
other  description.  For  years  this  ancient  brick  house  stood  empty,  and  was 
well-nigh  gone  to  decay  when  purchased  and  repaired  by  the  present  owner. 
Weird  tales  were  told  about  it  and  believed  by  the  school  children  of  earlier 
days.  This  house  stands  just  north  of  the  site  of  the  original  home  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Wells  and  family,  and  neither  it  nor  the  log  cabin  were  located  on  what 
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subsequently  became  the  town  plat.  This  Wells  cabin  also  sheltered  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  the  late  Hon.  J.  W.  Rogers,  wife  and  daughter,  when  they  arrived  in 
West  Union,  in  July,  1849.  Accompanying  Mr.  Rogers  and  family  was 
Jacob  LyBrand,  they  all  coming  from  Monroe,  Wisconsin.  Rogers  and  Ly- 
Brand  opened  a  store  in  this  primitive  cabin,  and  were  thus  the  first  merchants 
in  the  township.  Mr.  Rogers  commenced  building  a  house  on  lot  No.  17,  now 
on  Pine  street,  and  which  he  occupied  on  Christmas  day,  1849.  He  and  Mr. 
LyBrand  moved  the  remnant  of  their  stock  of  goods  from  the  Wells  cabin 
soon  after,  and  were  the  first  to  engage  in  mercantile  business  on  the  town 
plat,  as  well  as  on  adjacent  territory.  But  Daniel  Cook  was  the  first  general 
merchant  in  West  Union,  as  he  put  in  a  complete  stock. 

Mr.  Rogers  and  wife  joined  with  William  Wells  and  wife,  in  laying  out 
the  town  of  West  Union,  as  did  also  Jacob  LyBrand.  They  were  old  ac¬ 
quaintances  from  Monroe,  Wisconsin.  Mr.  LyBrand  removed  from  the  county 
many  years  ago,  but  the  others  remained  in  the  town  they  had  established 
until  their  days  were  ended.  They  purchased  an  interest  in  sixty  acres  from 
Mr.  Wells  upon  which  the  town  was  laid  out.  Appearing  in  the  foregoing 
list  of  names  of  fifty  early  settlers  in  West  Union  are  the  names  of  nearly  all 
the  county  officers  elected  at  the  first  general  election  held  in  Fayette  county. 
Others  of  them  were  pioneer  business  men  who  established  many  of  the  first  in¬ 
dustries  in  the  town,  and  continued  until  retired  in  the  fulness  of  years. 

These  were  residents  of  the  town  during  its  formative  period,  but  were 
soon  followed  by  others  whose  names  are  familiar  among  the  early  settlers 
as  active  business  men,  mechanics  and  farmers.  We  append  the  following 
incomplete  list:  J.  A.  Gruver,  John,  Daniel  and  James  Dorland,  brothers,  Jere¬ 
miah  House,  George  Blunt,  Samuel  Rickel,  Dr.  Levi  Fuller,  L.  L.  and  S.  S. 
Ainsworth,  Hon.  S.  B.  Zeigler,  Curtis  R.  Bent,  J.  J.  Welsh,  Thomas  Green, 
Sr.,  the  Hoyer  family,  W.  D.  Parrott,  T.  D.  Reeder,  J.  S.  Sampson,  the  Cowle 
family  consisting  of  three  brothers,  William,  Daniel  and  James,  H.  B.  Hoyt, 
William  Kent,  John  Knox,  Sr.,.  Myron  Stafford,  James  Holmes,  James  George, 
William  Harper,  F.  J.  Carter,  the  Loftus  family,  Henry  Wonnenburg,  the 
Shaffers,  William  Houck,  Heisermans,  Wimbers,  Newcombs,  Crosbys,  Hales, 
Berkeys,  Irvins,  McMasters  and  Gilberts,  Coles,  Slyters,  Conkeys,  Hoovers, 
Shermans,  Topes,  Nels.  Spencer,  John  Boale,  Sr.  These  became  residents 
of  West  Union  or  vicinity,  between  1850  and  1856,  several  of  them  in  the 
former  year.  Many  of  this  list  are  numbered  with  the  dead,  but  in  most  in¬ 
stances  their  children  and  grandchildren  still  represent  the  pioneer  stock  in 
the  community. 
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Judge  Thomas  Woodle,  Revs.  John  Webb  and  H.  S.  Brunson  were  among 
the  pioneer  merchants,  establishing  “The  Arcade"  in  1852,  but  this  firm  did 
not  remain  long  in  business.  Their  chief  clerk  and  accountant  was  Mr.  P.  F. 
Sturgis,  one  of  the  most  familiar  characters  in  all  of  West  Union's  history, 
Mr.  Sturgis  formed  a  partnership  with  Daniel  Cook  which  existed  until  the 
death  of  the  latter  in  1854,  after  which  the  stock  was  sold  out  to  Charles  A. 
Cottrell.  P.  F.  Sturgis  then  established  stores  at  Clear  Lake  and  Mason  City, 
but  returned  to  West  Union  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war  and  re-engaged 
in  business.  He  was  successful  in  all  of  his  business  ventures  and  retired  in 
middle  life. 

Densmore  &  Company,  the  “Company"  being  Charles  Chadwick,  L.  C. 
Noble  and  B.  T.  Reeves,  and  Henry  C.  Lacy  &  Company  in  the  “Crystal  Pal¬ 
ace,"  were  in  mercantile  business  in  1854  or  earlier.  But  we  must  not  forget 
the  “Nimble  sixpence"  store  kept  by  F.  D.  W.  Morse.  In  this  year  (1854), 
William  Wells  made  a  sale  of  town  lots,  realizing  about  forty-five  dollars  each 
for  those  sold.  Dr.  L.  Fuller  bought  two  for  ninety  dollars  and  Judge  C.  A. 
Newcomb  purchased  two  for  eighty-five  dollars.  The  next  year  Friend  Day- 
ton  sold  sixteen  lots  at  auction  at  prices  ranging  from  thirty-three  dollars  to 
sixty-seven  dollars  each. 

George  H.  Thomas  and  John  Owens  were  early  and  successful  merchants 
in  the  town,  the  former  dead  and  the  latter  retired  and  still  living  in  West 
Union.  Mr.  Thomas  purchased  the  remnant  of  the  Fox  stock  when  that  firm 
went  out  of  business.  A.  H.  and  H.  B.  Fox,  and  Berkey  &  Winet,  were  also 
among  the  early  merchants  whose  career  in  West  Union  is  long  since  ended. 
There  was  a  mercantile  firm  in  the  Stone  block,  erected  in  1857  by  the  firm 
of  Bell  &  Close,  who  were  among  the  early  business  men,  but  have  long 
since  passed  to  other  fields.  W.  A.  Whitney  was  an  early  merchant,  as  were 
H.  B.  Hoyt  and  Samuel  Holton,  partners  in  hardware  business.  The  latter 
was  county  assessor  for  a  time  before  the  abolition  of  that  office.  Dr.  L. 
Fuller  was  in  the  hardware  business  for  a  brief  period  soon  after  he  came  to 
the  county  in  April,  1853.  He  was  also  in  medical  practice  for  some  years, 
but  finally  retired  and  devoted  his  time  to  real  estate  and  brokerage  business. 
He  was  a  public-spirited  citizen  who  did  as  much  for  the  progress  of  early 
West  Union  as  any  one  in  the  place.  He  was  especially  active  in  religious 
and  educational  work,  and  for  years  was  the  main  pillar  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

Hon.  Jacob  W.  Rogers  is  worthy  of  more  than  passing  notice  in  a  history 
of  West  Union,  because  of  his  long  residence  and  active  life  among  the  people 
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who  revere  his  memory.  As  is  stated  elsewhere,  he  brought  the  first  stock  of 
goods  to  the  town ;  built  and  occupied  as  a  residence  and  store  the  first  house 
in  the  town;  he  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  first  town  laid  out  in  Fayette 
county,  and  manifested  as  much  interest  in  its  future  as  any  man  that  ever 
lived  in  West  Union  ;  he  assisted  in  building  the  first  school  house  in  the  town, 
and  examined  the  first  teacher  who  taught  in  it,  and  he  was  the  first  county 
clerk  of  Fayette  county.  In  1854-5  he  represented  twelve  counties  (including 
Fayette)  in  the  state  Legislature,  and  was  twice  elected  county  judge.  He  re¬ 
signed  from  his  last  election  to  this  office  to  enter  the  army,  raised  a  company 
in  defense  of  the  Union,  and  was  commissioned  captain  of  Company  F,  Thirty- 
eighth  Iowa  Infantry.  Judge  Rogers  was  a  man  of  keen  perception  and  de¬ 
termined  will.  Whatever  he  believed  to  be  right  received  his  unqualified  sup¬ 
port,  even  though  the  whole  town  be  arrayed  against  him.  He  was  a  suc¬ 
cessful  lawyer  and  a  radical  opponent  of  the  liquor  traffic,  whether  legalized (  ?) 
or  otherwise.  His  positive  and  unequivocal  career  made  for  him  many 
warm  friends  and  some  enemies.  Judge  Rogers  died  in  West  Union,  which 
had  been  his  home  for  over  half  a  century.  His  estimable  widow  still  resides 
there,  enjoying  the  distinction  of  having  spent  more  years  in  West  Union  than 
any  other  living  person. 

William  Wells,  like  Judge  Rogers,  his  early  partner  in  the  “real  estate” 
business,  should  be  memorialized  in  the  annals  of  West  Union  and  Fayette 
county.  He  was  elected  one  of  the  three  county  commissioners  at  the  first 
election  of  county  officers,  and  had  much  to  do  in  shaping  the  early  affairs 
of  the  county.  He  transplanted  to  “Knob  Prairie”  the  name  of  the  county-seat 
town  in  his  native  county  (Claremont),  in  Ohio.  He  assisted  in  building  the 
first  house  erected  in  West  Union  township — that  of  Thomas  J.  Smith,  pre¬ 
viously  mentioned,  and  spent  a  long  and  active  lifetime  in  furthering  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  town  and  community  to  which  he  had  transferred  the  endearing 
title  of  “home.”  Mr.  Wells  was  liberal  in  donating  to  public  enterprises  calcu¬ 
lated  to  enhance  the  interests  of  the  town  and  county.  For  many  years  the 
Wells  family  was  a  prominent  one  in  the  social  and  business  affairs  of  West 
Union ;  but  the  older  members  are  nearly  all  dead  and  the  younger  generations 
have  mostly  transferred  their  allegiance  to  other  localities.  We  believe  it 
was  due  to  Mr.  Wells’  patriotism  that  the  first  Fourth  of  July  celebration  was 
held  on  his  land,  now  in  the  business  center  of  West  Union.  This  was  not 
the  first  celebration  in  the  county,  but  it  was  the  first  that  brought  together  the 
people  from  remote  districts.  There  is  good  authority  for  the  statement  that 
a  celebration  was  held  at  the  house  of  Daniel  Finney,  north  of  Arlington,  in 


460 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


1846,  and  another  was  held  at  the  home  of  James  Crawford,  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  county,  on  the  same  day  of  West  Union’s  big  celebration,  on  July 
4,  1849.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  at  least  three  celebrations  of  Independence 
day  were  held  before  the  county  was  organized.  The  event  engineered  by  Mr. 
Wells  was  presided  over  by  Stephen  Bailey;  Simeon  B.  Forbes,  a  recent  arrival 
in  Pleasant  Valley,  read  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  Samuel  Wilson 
and  Rev.  Joseph  Forbes  were  the  orators  of  the  day.  A  fine  hickory-elm  lib¬ 
erty  pole  was  erected  on  the  public  square,  and  from  the  top  of  this,  “Old 
Glory,”  as  popular  then  as  now,  displayed  her  folds  to  the  view  of  those  who 
approached  from  far  and  near,  and  in  every  conceivable  conveyance  then 
known.  But  the  ox  team  was  the  principal  propelling  power. 

IN  MEMORIAM. 

An  unusual  rate  of  mortality  has  existed  in  West  Union  among  elderly 
people  within  comparatively  recent  years ;  and  it  seems  that  but  few  of  the  early 
business  men  and  professionals  now  survive.  Ignoring  the  order  in  which 
deaths  occurred,  we  here  present  the  names  of  some  of  the  prominent  and 
useful  citizens  of  the  town  whose  book  of  life  has  closed  within  the  last  fifteen 
or  twenty  years:  Paul  A.  Nandall,  John  Scrivner,  W.  E.  Talmadge,  Dr.  J. 

H.  Stafford,  John  S.  Brewer,  Myron  Peck,  S.  S.  Ainsworth,  L.  L.  Ainsworth, 
William  Wade,  Willard  Wade,  Henderson  Clements,  C.  A.  Dorland,  C.  M. 
Dorland,  J.  D.  Neff,  H.  M.  Neff,  G.  T.  Descent,  L.  L.  Farr,  Johnson  Dickey, 
O.  E.  Taylor,  O.  C.  Taylor,  J.  W.  Rogers,  O.  W.  Rogers,  Henry  Wonnenberg, 
F.  J.  Carter,  C.  R.  Bent,  J.  W.  Gardner,  Charles  Woodward,  John  Rapp,  Wil¬ 
liam  McClintock,  James  Graham,  E.  H.  Berkey,  John  Detrich,  Thomas  Green, 
Sr.,  the  Cowles  brothers  (William,  Daniel  and  James),  William  Kent,  H.  B. 
Hoyt,  Samuel  Holton,  Charles  H.  Talmadge,  Ephraim  B.  Shaw,  Samuel  B. 
Zeigler,  A.  C.  Gunsalus,  Dr.  S.  E.  Robinson,  Dr.  Alvaro  Zoller,  F.  H.  Chap¬ 
man,  Andrew  Doty,  Henry  Rush,  Edward  C.  Dorland,  Benoni  W.  Finch,  Bruce 
W.  Branch,  Aldrick  R.  Burrett,  David  Winrott,  A.  E.  Rich,  Andrew  Dye, 

I.  M.  Weed,  David  Merritt,  D.  M.  Hoyt,  John  Bower,  Nason  Hoyt,  William 
Redfield,  George  Thompson,  Alfred  Crosby,  William  Oberdorf,  Lookings 
Clark,  James  George,  George  James,  Henry  W.  Ash,  William  Ash,  George 
M.  Gilson,  George  H.  Thomas,  Edward  Thomas,  John  Kuehens,  William 
Gruver,  A.  J.  Archer.  It  is  not  assumed  that  the  foregoing  list  is  complete, 
since  memory  is  treacherous ;  but  it  represents,  almost  without  exception, 
the  men  who  were  carrying  forward  the  business  enterprises  of  the  town 
when  called  to  their  reward.  In  most  instances  the  wives  are  living-. 
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EARLY  GROWTH  OF  WEST  UNION. 

The  development  of  the  town  of  West  Union  seemed  assured  from  the 
first.  Men  of  business  push  and  energy  were  at  the  head  of  affairs ;  and  when 
the  county-seat  question  was  settled  (even  temporarily)  it  soon  became  the 
largest  town  in  the  county  and  so  remained  for  many  years.  In  very  early 
days  Auburn  was  its  principal  competitor  for  trade,  as  appears  more  fully 
in  the  history  of  Auburn  township.  “Lightville,”  now  Lima,  in  Westfield 
township,  was  a  close  competitor  for  county-seat  honors,  tying  West  Union 
at  one  time,  when  a  deciding  vote  had  to  be  taken  between  the  two  places, 
the  other  competitors  being  thrown  out.  (See  article  on  county  organiza- 
zation.)  Daniel  Cook,  father  of  John  Cook,  a  present-day  resident,  built 
a  store  building  and  stocked  it  with  goods  in  the  summer  of  1850.  This  was 
practically  the  first  store  in  the  place.  Mr.  Cook  was  a  public-spirited  and 
useful  citizen  among  the  pioneers.  He  died  suddenly  in  1854.  He  also 
commenced  work  on  a  hotel  building,  on  the  corner  of  Vine  and  Elm  streets 
in  the  same  year,  but  sold  out  to  J.  H.  and  D.  Stafford,  who  completed  it 
the  next  year,  and  the  Stafford  Hotel  was  opened  to  the  public.  In  later 
years  this  was  known  as  the  West  Union  House,  and  as  such  was  operated 
for  years  by  S.  W.  Cole,  J.  J.  Welsh,  Hiram  Ingersoll  and  others.  In  this 
building,  as  originally  constructed,  was  established,  by  Doctor  Stafford,  the 
first  drug  store;  by  Henry  Wonnenberg,  the  first  tailor  shop,  and  it  is  said 
that  Eli  Sherman  opened  the  first  harness  shop  in  West  Union,  all  of  these 
various  industries  being  carried  on  in  the  office  of  the  old  hotel,  which  was 
not  as  large  then  as  in  later  years.  Chauncey  Leverich  is  credited  with  build¬ 
ing  the  first  hotel  in  West  Union,  completing  it  in  1850.  There  was  consid¬ 
erable  rivalry  between  his  workmen  and  those  employed  on  the  Stafford 
house,  as  to  which  should  be  first  completed.  This  was  known  as  the  Irvin 
house,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  Descent  house,  as  constructed  in  1875. 
But  at  the  time  of  its  removal  by  G.  T.  Descent,  to  make  way  for  the  new 
building,  it  was  known,  and  operated  by  Descent,  as  the  Farmers’  Exchange. 
The  United  States  House  was  erected  in  1854  by  Samuel  Hale,  and  by  him 
conducted  in  early  days.  This  building  stood  on  the  site  of  the  brick  block 
erected  in  1883-4,  by  James  Riley,  and  which  is  now  owned  by  C.  B.  Minchin. 
The  hotel  was  burned  in  1882.  The  old  Stewart  House  came  into  existence 
as  the  Dayton  House,  and  was  so  known  for  a  number  of  years.  We  believt 
that  all  of  these  early  hotels  had  saloon  attachments,  and  some  of  them  were 
the  scene  of  “high  carnival"  at  times  during  their  existence;  but  all  have  been 
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burned  or  removed,  to  give  place  to  more  modern,  and  perhaps  more  useful, 
structures.  The  Descent  House,  spoken  of  above,  was  the  most  modern  of 
them  all,  and  was  considered  a  good  hotel  during  the  earlier  years  of  its  ex-, 
istence.  It  was  the  first  steam-heated  house  in  West  Union,  and  its  proprietor 
and  owner  tried  to  keep  it  fully  abreast  of  the  times.  After  Mr.  Descent’s  re¬ 
tirement  the  house  was  leased  for  a  few  years,  during  which  time  the  name  was 
changed  to  The  Arlington.  It  was  the  property  of  Charles  Woodward  when 
burned  a  few  years  ago,  and  a  feed  yard  and  stabling  now  occupy  the  site. 

James  M.  Lisher,  who  now  owns  and  conducts  the  Commercial  House, 
occupied  the  Arlington  for  several  years  under  lease,  but  was  rebuilding  and 
enlarging  his  present  property  at  the  same  time.  The  Commercial  is  the  prin¬ 
cipal  hotel  in  the  place,  and  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Lisher  and  wife 
it  is  very  popular  with  the  traveling  public.  It  is  a  two-story  and  basement 
brick  structure  just  east  of  the  stone  block,  and  in  fact  the  east  half  of  the 
stone  block,  as  erected,  is  now  included  as  a  part  of  the  hotel.  There  is  a 
small  brick  hotel  just  south  of  the  Bank  block  'which  is  known  as  the  Union 
House,  and  which  has  been  in  successful  operation  for  several  years.  The 
Loftus  restaurant  is  a  popular  resort  for  the  hungry,  and  nobody  goes  away 
dissatisfied.  The  proprietor  keeps  a  stock  of  groceries,  fruits,  bread,  etc., 
for  sale. 

Philip  Herzog  was  the  first  furniture  dealer  and  manufacturer  in  West 
Union,  his  “old  red  shop”  being  located  on  lots  now  occupied  by  the  residence 
of  the  late  Charles  Woodward.  This  business  was  established  in  1852,  but  the 
proprietor  had  entered  land  in  Center  township  in  1850.  Blinn  &  White 
established  the  first  hardware  store;  but  in  1854  the  Pioneer  hardware  store 
was  established  by  Dr.  Levi  Fuller  and  H.  Chandler.  This  was  soon  after 
sold  to  Doctor  Hart  &  Company. 

John  A.  Gruver  was  a  close  rival  to  Eli  Sherman  in  establishing  the  first 
harness  shop.  William  Gruver  followed  in  the  same  line  and  continued  until 
his  death  a  few  years  ago.  This  was  also  true  of  A.  J.  Archer,  this  name 
being  perpetuated  by  G.  G.  Archer,  a  nephew  of  A.  J.,  who  conducts  a  large 
business  in  harness  and  horse  supplies  at  present.  Among  the  early  manufac¬ 
turers,  aside  from  those  mentioned,  were  the  Peck  and  Heiserman  wagon 
shops,  whereat  the  vehicles  that  largely  supplied  the  county  in  early  days  were 
turned  out.  John  S.  Sampson  was  the  pioneer  boot  and  shoe  manufacturer, 
and  for  many  years  conducted  a  large  business,  giving  employment  to  twelve 
or  more  men.  In  later  years  his  business  in  manufacturing  dropped  off  be¬ 
cause  of  the  introduction  of  machine-made  stock,  and  he  then  merged  it  into 
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the  first  exclusive  shoe  store  in  the  place.  This  was  sold  out,  and  after  a  few 
years,  discontinued;  but  the  room  is  again  occupied  with  another  stock  of 
foot-wear.  Mr.  Sampson’s  first  location  was  in  a  building  just  south  of  the 
piesent  Sampson  Block,  a  handsome  store  and  office  building  on  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Vine  and  Elm  streets.  Other  early  wagon  makers  were  D.  O.  Smith, 
Thomas  Wright,  Henry  Wirnber,  Sr.,  T.  L.  and  J.  S.  Green,  the  three  first 
mentioned  still  continuing  in  business. 

The  early  blacksmiths  were  Humphrey  Tibbitts,  Thomas  Green,  Sr., 
L.  B.  Dersham,  Lew  Tyrrell,  John  Rapp,  and  the  smiths  employed  in  the 
wagon  manufacturing  business,  Alfred  Crosby  and  his  father,  Frank  Crosby— 
the  lattei  being  the  fiist  and  only  gunsmith  in  the  place.  We  believe  all  these 
parties  are  dead,  with  the  possible  exception  of  Lew  Tyrrell.  William  A. 
Crosby  is  continuing  the  business  and  shop  left  by  his  father ;  Charles  McDou- 
gal  and  Henry  T.  Wirnber  have  established  new  places  of  business,  and  these 
comprise  the  present  mechanics  in  this  line. 

Some  of  the  first  carpenters  were  David  Winrott,  William  Houck,  Evans 
Camp,  Norman  Pierce,  Henry  Rush,  A.  R.  Burrett,  Benjamin  Morse,  J.  S. 
Wright,  John  and  Charles  Detrich.  None  of  these  except  Pierce  are  in  West 
Union  at  present,  and  all  are  dead  except  three.  This  branch  of  mechanical 
science  is  ably  represented  in  the  town  by  a  class  of  young  men  schooled  in 
their  profession.  This  also  applies  to  painters  and  decorators,  in  which  trade 
there  are  some  skilled  artists. 

William  D.  Parrott  was  the  first  jeweler  in  West  Union,  having  estab¬ 
lished  his  business  here  in  1854.  At  his  death,  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago, 
the  business  descended  to  his  son,  James  P.,  and  to  his  daughter,  Ella,  fames 
Parrott  died,  and  Miss  Ella  has  since  owned  and  conducted  the  business. 
She  has  added  a  splendid  stock  of  china-ware  and  novelties,  and  conducts 
an  exclusive  store  in  this  respect.  Oscar  W.  Heiserman,  son  of  the  pioneer 
wagon-maker,  William  Heiserman,  graduated  in  a  horological  institute,  and 
is  recognized  as  an  expert  in  anything  pertaining  to  his  profession.  His  fine 
stock  of  jewelry  and  optical  goods,  silver  ware,  etc.,  is  one  of  the  compara¬ 
tively  recent  acquisitions  to  West  Union  trade. 

Mention  has  been  made  of  the  first  cabinet  shop  in  West  Union,  but  this 
was  not  of  long  duration.  W.  A.  Whitney  was  early  engaged  in  the  furni¬ 
ture  business,  and  the  Haines  brothers,  Samuel  and  Joseph,  were  in  business 
together  in  the  stone  block  for  several  years  in  the  early  seventies  and  later. 
They  dissolved  partnership,  Joseph  going  to  Waukon  in  the  grocery  business 
and  Samuel  R.  erected  a  small  building  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Baptist 
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church  parsonage,  and  carried  on  the  business  of  repairing,  and  at  the  same 
time  kept  a  stock  of  furniture.  Mr.  Haines  has  removed  to  California,  and 
that  particular  feature  of  the  furniture  business  has  ceased  to  exist  in  West 
Union.  The  firm  of  Roberts  &  Glass  succeeded  to  the  Haines  location  and 
stock  in  the  stone  block,  but  remained  only  a  few  years  when  the  business 
went  into  the  hands  of  Burnham  &  Son,  and  is  now  owned  and  operated  by 
L.  W.  Burnham.  A  new  location  and  stock  was  opened  by  the  Phillips  Broth¬ 
ers,  on  the  west  side  of  the  public  square  and  conducted  by  them  for  a  few 
years  when  it  was  purchased  by  the  Loomis  Brothers,  a  large  and  complete 
stock  put  in,  and  one  of  West  Union’s  most  popular  enterprises  there 
launched. 

The  drug  business  in  West  Union  has  been  in  full  sway  since  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  pioneer  drug  store  in  the  first  hotel,  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Stafford. 
It  is  difficult  to  mention  the  names  of  all  who  have  been  in  the  business  in 
West  Union,  as  some  were  transitory;  but  among  the  earliest  and  most  promi¬ 
nent  were  the  Waterburys,  Waterbury  &  White,  C.  R.  Bent,  Bent  &  Rob¬ 
inson,  Bent  &  Scofield,  Scofield  &  Merritt.  The  location  of  all  these  various 
firms  was  in  the  building  now  used  as  the  postoffice.  F.  D.  Merritt  was  the 
last  to  conduct  a  drug  business  there.  A  one-story  brick  building  was  con¬ 
structed  a  few  doors  north  of  the  old  stand,  and  A.  K.  White  opened  a  busi¬ 
ness  there  in  the  seventies.  He  had  as  a  partner  for  a  time  Dr.  S.  H.  Drake, 
who  removed  from  the  county  in  the  early  eighties,  and  F.  W.  White  became 
a  partner  with  his  brother,  the  firm  continuing  business  until  the  death  of 
the  senior  member,  when  the  business  was  closed  out  and  F.  W.  White  re¬ 
moved  to  the  Pacific  coast.  After  various  changes  in  ownership,  the  present 
proprietor,  Fred  W.  Schneider,  opened  a  large  and  complete  stock  at  this 
location  and  so  continues  in  business. 

A  peculiar  coincidence  in  the  early  history  of  West  Union  is  the  fact 
that  almost  invariably  when  the  removal  of  an  unsightly  building  was  de¬ 
sired,  Vulcan,  the  god  of  fire,  came  to  the  rescue.  At  least  three  mysterious 
fires  have  occurred  in  the  business  districts  among  the  dilapidated  old  build¬ 
ings,  and  new  and  modern  buildings  succeeded  them. 

In  the  case  of  the  West  Union  House,  we  believe,  it  was  necessary  to 
remove  the  building  before  erecting  a  modern  one,  but  this  was  the  exception 
rather  than  the  rule. 

From  early  days  until  1875  a  dilapidated  frame  building  stood  on  the 
corner  directly  south  of  the  postoffice.  This  was  occupied  by  C.  T.  Nefzgar 
and  others  as  a  store  building.  But  it  went  up  in  smoke  with  all  the  buildings 
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on  that  side  of  the  street  for  half  a  block,  the  Fayette  Comity  National  Bank 
building  furnishing  a  barrier  to  the  further  progress  of  the  flames.  From  the 
ruins  of  this  Nefzgar  building  arose,  Phoenix-like,  the  handsomest  building, 
then  in  West  Union,  and  one  of  the  best  today.  Dr.  G.  D.  Darnall  was  the 
promoter,  and  has  always  been  the  owner  since  the  building  was  erected. 
This  is  a  two-story  and  basement  brick,  fronting'  on  Vine  street,  with  basement 
entrance  from  Elm  street.  It  is  handsomely  trimmed  in  artificial  stone,  with 
large  plate  glass  front  and  high  side  windows  for  better  lighting  the  interior. 
The  first  floor  has  always  been  the  location  of  a  drug  store,  and  in  fact  it  was 
built  and  arranged  for  that  purpose.  P.  D.  Scofield  was  proprietor  of  the 
first  store  in  this  room.  Darnalls  &  Fisher  succeeded  him,  the  firm  being  Dr. 
G.  D.  Darnall,  his  cousin,  Dr.  C.  F.  Darnall,  and  Lewis  A.  Fisher,  a  present- 
day  grocer  in  the  town.  Dr.  G.  D.’s  connection  with  the  drug  business  did  not 
end  with  the  dissolution  of  this  copartnership,  which  continued  but  a  short 
time. 

The  basement  of  this  building  was  the  home  of  the  Fayette  County  Union 
for  a  few  years,  but  is  now  used  for  storage  of  goods  connected  with  the  ex¬ 
tensive  drug  business  of  Tisdale  &  Barnes,  under  the  title  of  the  Union  Drug 
Store.  The  entire  upper  floor,  we  believe,  is  now  occupied  by  the  commodious 
offices,  library,  apparatus,  reception  room,  etc.,  connected  with  Dr.  G.  D. 
Darnall’s  extensive  medical  practice.  Mention  has  been  made  of  the  early 
merchants  in  West  Union,  and  it  remains  but  to  mention  the  present-day  estab¬ 
lishments  in  that  line.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  early  dealers  in  mer¬ 
chandise  were  obliged  to  keep  general  stocks,  and  no  one  pretended  to  sell  dry 
g'oods  who  did  not  also  have  a  stock  of  groceries.  This  may  account  for  the 
absence  of  early  grocers  from  the  list  of  business  enterprises.  But  in  recent 
years  the  tendency  has  been  to  specialize,  and  dry  goods,  shoes,  and  manu¬ 
factured  clothing  for  ladies  comprise  the  stock  of  one  of  the  principal  estab¬ 
lishments  in  the  town.  Reference  is  here  made  to  the  W.  A.  Magner  store — 
the  old  G.  H.  Thomas  location.  For  more  than  fifty  years  there  has  been  a 
stock  of  goods  in  this  building. 

Gilbert  &  McMasters  (Mark  Gilbert  and  W.  C.  McMasters)  were  once 
engaged  in  general  merchandising,  and  later  in  the  grocery  and  provision 
business.  McMasters  is  dead  and  Gilbert  is  retired. 

But  the  second  dry  goods  store — and  this  completes  the  list— is  owned 
by  M.  O.  Musser.  His  predecessors  at  this  location  (three  doors  north  of 
the  postoffice)  were:  Minchin  &  Buell,  Minchin  alone,  F.  A.  Sheldon,  C.  B. 
Minchin,  Stam  Brothers,  T.  R.  Stam.  Both  Minchin  and  Stam  are  retired 
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with  a  competence,  and  Mr.  Musser,  a  brother-in-law  of  Stam's,  carries  a  large 
and  well  selected  stock  of  dry  goods,  clothing,  shoes,  etc.,  and  is  doing  a  fine 
business. 

The  oldest  grocery  store  now  in  the  town  is  that  owned  by  L.  A.  Fisher, 
in  one  of  Doctor  Darnall’s  buildings.  It  was  opened  by  Armstrong  &  Buchan¬ 
an  who  operated  it  a  few  years,  when  they  sold  to  A.  C.  Gunsalus,  Mr.  Fisher’s 
father-in-law,  and  he  conducted  a  large  and  profitable  business  for  nearly 
thirty  years.  Mr.  Gunsalus  was  a  man  universally  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
him,  and  a  business  man  of  far  more  than  average  ability.  He  died  at  his 
post  a  couple  of  years  ago,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Fisher,  who  was  then 
in  the  drug  business  at  Hawkeye. 

Other  grocers  have  been  A.  C.  Jones,  William  Cox,  Samuel  Holton,  R.  A. 
Barr,  Joseph  Butler,  B.  W.  Finch,  J.  H.  Schricker,  John  Owens’  general 
store,  Christ  Nefzgar,  Butler  &  Borland.  The  present  business  is  represented 
by  Mr.  Fisher,  as  previously  mentioned,  George  A.  Wood,  E.  C.  Chandler, 
E.  G.  Herrick  and  Harvey  Smith,  these  having  large  and  complete  stocks  of 
goods,  while  restaurants  and  lunch  counters  also  sell  some  goods  in  this  line. 
The  present-day  hardware  business  is  represented  by  F.  E.  Hoyt,  who  is  the 
successor  of  his  father,  the  late  H.  B.  Hoyt,  who  was  identified  with  that  line 
of  mercantile  life  in  West  Union  for  forty  years.  FI.  B.  Hoyt  was  a  man  of 
conservative  ideas,  but  withal  a  successful  business  man  who  accumulated  a 
large  property.  For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  city  council,  board 
of  education,  board  of  directors  of  the  Fayette  County  National  Bank  and 
the  county  agricultural  society.  F.  E.  Hoyt  succeeded  to  a  well  established 
business,  to  which  he  has  added  the  impetus  of  youth  coupled  with  business 
energy  and  superior  knowledge  of  all  details.  Practically  he  grew  up  in  the 
store  and  early  evinced  an  interest  and  business  sagacity  seldom  found  in  the 
youth  of  the  present  generation. 

The  Smith  Brothers  are  the  successors  of  another  long  established  house, 
though  its  existence  in  the  present  building  dates  only  from  the  construction 
of  the  Riley  block  in  1883-4.  Previously  it  was  located  in  the  brick  store 
room  now  occupied  by  Rev.  T.  P.  Griffith  and  daughters  as  a  musical  instru¬ 
ment  repository  and  millinery  store.  There  the  first  hardware  store  in  West 
Union  was  established  by  Blinn  &  White  in  1853.  Hoyt  &  Holton  started 
in  the  hardware  business  some  years  later  in  this  room,  and  W.  A.  Whitney 
and  a  Wisconsin  man  whose  name  is  not  recalled  were  the  immediate  prede¬ 
cessors  of  Nandall  &  Nye,  who  removed  their  goods  to  the  Riley  block  when 
that  was  ready  for  occupancy.  J.  E.  Nye  continued  the  business  for  some 
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years  after  the  death  of  Paul  A.  Nandall,  and  this  is  the  store  now  occupied 
by  the  Smith  Brothers.  Both  the  hardware  stores  carry  full  lines  of  goods, 
do  plumbing  and  spouting  work,  and  put  in  heating  apparatus.  Carl  A. 
Johnson,  a  skilled  mechanic,  also  does  work  in  these  lines,  and  carries  a  small 
line  of  goods.  He  is  located  in  one  of  Doctor  Darnall’s  buildings  in  rear  of 
the  Union  drug  store. 

W.  W.  Wright,  once  a  partner  with  F.  E.  Hoyt  before  the  death  of  the 
senior  Hoyt,  is  a  son  of  James  S.  Wright,  an  early  pioneer  and  member  of 
the  first  town  council.  J.  S.  Wright  served  four  years  as  county  treasurer, 
was  mayor  of  West  Union  two  terms,  served  two  years  as  secretary  of  the 
Fayette  County  Agricultural  Society  and  was  otherwise  prominently  connected 
with  West  Union  affairs  from  his  coming  in  1861  until  his  death.  His  son, 
and  only  child,  W.  W.,  is  principal  salesman  in  the  Hoyt  hardware  store. 

The  livery  business  is  one  of  the  transitory  enterprises  of  every  town,  and 
it  is  difficult  to  trace  the  various  changes.  It  is  probable  that  J.  J.  Welsh  was 
among  the  first  to  engage  in  this  line,  in  connection  with  hotel-keeping.  Tay¬ 
lor  Brothers,  and  Taylor  &  Farr,  C.  E.  Chapman,  Mr.  Jacklin,  Shiek  Brothers, 
E.  F.  Seiberts,  D.  L.  Dorland,  Finch  &  Chandler,  Finch  &  Ward,  and  later, 
Frank  Ward,  the  Weatherbee  Brothers — now  James  Weatherbee,  Jr. — have 
been,  or  are  now,  in  the  business. 

Taylor  &  Farr  were  probably  the  first  to  engage  in  the  buying  and  ship¬ 
ping  of  horses  as  an  exclusive  business  enterprise.  After  each  had  served  six 
years  in  the  sheriff's  office,  one  being  the  deputy  of  the  other,  thus  making  a 
period  of  twelve  years  in  constant  daily  contact  with  the  people  of  the  county, 
they  were  thoroughly  acquainted  and  this  acquaintance  sometimes  enabled 
them  to  make  purchases  which  a  stranger  could  not.  But  both  are  now  dead, 
Mr.  Taylor  dying  first,  after  which  Mr.  Farr  was  not  in  active  business. 

Finch  &  Chandler,  younger  men,  and  Mr.  Finch,  an  ex-sheriff,  are  now  the 
principal  local  dealers  in  horses.  They  have  bought  and  shipped  large  num¬ 
bers  of  horses  to  eastern  and  northern  markets,  their  shipments  often  going 
as  far  as  Boston,  or  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts. 

Aside  from  the  two  local  meat  markets,  Fennell  &  O’Halleran  are  the 
general  stock  dealers,  though  the  Blunt  Brothers  buy  and  sell  largely  in  excess 
of  the  stock  raised  on  their  large  farms. 

For  many  years  Owens  &  Cook  were  engaged  very  extensively  in  this 
line  of  business,  and  several  others  have  been  engaged  in  it  temporarily. 

The  West  Union  Grain  Company  and  Dan  O’Halleran  are  the  local  grain 
buyers,  the  former  having  an  elevator,  while  the  lattei  uses  a  laige  waiehouse 
for  storage  of  grain,  baled  hay,  straw,  etc. 


468 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


There  are  two  tailor  shops  in  West  Union,  conducted  by  first  class  work¬ 
men,  namely  Frank  Schwestka  and  J.  O.  Helwing.  Henry  Wonnenberg,  the 
pioneer  in  this  line,  survived  and  continued  in  business  for  a  longer  period  than 
any  other  man  among  the  pioneers. 

The  barbers  are  another  class  of  transients,  except  as  they  establish  a 
good  paying  business  before  the  beginning  “nest  egg’’  is  absorbed.  It  is  not 
possible  to  give  the  name  of  the  first  barber  in  West  Union — he  may  have  been 
early  established  or  a  later  comer — probably  the  latter,  for  the  early  pioneers 
had  but  little  use  for  the  “tonsorial  art.”  George  H.  Phillips  and  his  father 
were  early  engaged  in  this  business,  and  George  Thompson  came  to  West 
Union  in  1857,  probably  to  engage  in  the  barber  business,  which  was  his  life 
profession.  Mr.  Thompson  occupied  one  shop  (that  recently  owned  by  the 
late  E.  C.  Dorland)  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  walking  back  and 
forth  from  his  farm  nearly  a  mile  north  of  town.  Being  seriously  crippled, 
this  was  quite  an  achievement  during  the  many  years  that  he  was  never  miss¬ 
ing  when  due  at  either  end  of  the  line.  Ed.  .C.  Dorland,  lately  deceased, 
stood  at  a  chair  as  foreman  and  proprietor  in  this  shop  for  over  thirty  years. 

Collins  H.  Foster  was  early  in  the  business  here,  as  was  Frank  Schwestka, 
A.  J.  Bernau,  Jay  Wilson  and  others. 

The  present  day  business  is  represented  by  the  old  Thompson-Dorland 
shop,  west  of  the  public  square,  a  shop  in  the  basement  of  the  Sampson  block 
and  one  on  Elm  street,  south  of  the  square. 

West  Union  has  seldom  had  more  than  two  meat  markets,  and  that  is  the 
present  number.  Thomas  Theobald  has  been  the  longest  in  business  here,  and 
he  is  the  successor  to  such  old  timers  as  James  Riley  and  Julius  Schwierzke. 
O.  G.  Meyer  succeeded  to  the  old  Conrad  Froehlich  stand,  after  many  changes 
in  ownership  and  modernizing  appliances.'  Both  shops  are  thoroughly 
equipped  and  modern  in  all  important  details.  These  furnish  a  reliable  market 
for  high-class  butchers’  stock  at  all  times,  and  therein  are  formidable  rivals  to 
the  local  stock  buyers. 

There  have  been  two  creameries  and  a  cheese  factory  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  West  Union,  but  there  is  only  one  of  these  industries  now  in  opera¬ 
tion.  The  Farmers’  Creamery,  near  the  Rock  Island  depot,  is  owned  and 
operated  by  Edwin  O.  Moore,  and  is  turning  out  a  large  volume  of  business. 
Cream  gatherers  are  hired  to  canvass  the  country  within  a  radius  of  ten  miles, 
and  solicit  patronage  from  the  farming  community,  usually  with  satisfactory 
results.  The  product  is  sold  to  local  dealers  for  retail  trade,  or  shipped  away 
when  there  is  an  excess  over  local  demand. 
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The  photograph  business  \vas  established  in  West  Union  by  David  Wells 
(probably),  and  has  passed  through  varying  experiences.  It  is  doubtful  if 
any  man  ever  made  money  in  this  business,  though  there  was  seldom  more 
than  one  gallery.  Of  early  workmen  in  this  line,  D.  B.  Hanan,  Pfleger  & 
Maxon,  Hawkes  &  Maxon,  M.  E.  Hawkes,  E.  B.  Branch,  B.  M.  Baumwart 
and  one  or  two  others  whose  names  are  not  recalled,  together  with  an  oc¬ 
casional  traveling  car,  have  been  the  representatives  of  this  art.  The  present 
operative  is  Mr.  Ballard,  who  has  inaugurated  a  system  of  view  taking  and 
post-card  work  which  promises  good  results.  His  work  is  praiseworthy. 

One  of  the  modern  industries  in  the  city  was  the  establishment  of  a  brick 
and  tile  factory  and  pickling  establishment  by  E.  A.  Whitney,  who  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Fayette  County  National  Bank  and  its  first  cashier. 
Mr.  Whitney  was  a  good  banker,  a  progressive,  public-spirited  citizen,  and 
possessed  considerable  means  ;  but  this  venture  in  the  manufacturing  business 
proved  abortive,  and  a  source  of  considerable  loss  to  him,  but,  in  the  end,  bene¬ 
fited  the  town.  The  venture  increased  the  population  at  the  time,  and  was 
the  means  of  establishing  the  little  village  around  the  old  mill,  locally  known 
as  “Whitneyville.”  Many  houses  were  added  to  the  town,  some  of  which 
were  hauled  in  from  distant  points,  rebuilt  and  opened  to  tenants.  Mr.  Whit¬ 
ney  left  the  county  soon  after  this  business  disappointment,  and  gradually  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  property  here.  The  plant  was  located  at  the  old  brick  mill  in  the 
late  seventies.  The  material  used,  especially  in  the  brick  and  tile  business,  had 
to  be  hauled  to  the  railroad,  unloaded  and  hauled  to  the  plant,  and  the  finished 
product  returned  to  the  shipping  point  in  the  same  way;  hence  it  could  not 
compete,  successfully,  with  the  similar  enterprises  located  on  the  railroad. 

In  this  connection  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  mention  another  bene¬ 
factor  to  West  Union  whose  investments  have  beautified  the  town  with  profit 
to  himself.  Reference  is  here  made  to  Col.  J.  W.  Bopp,  who  has  built  or  re¬ 
built  and  modernized  some  eight  or  more  houses  in  the  north  part  of  town 
which  command  high  rentals  from  the  best  of  the  class  who  rent  their  homes. 
He  has  also  built  the  Bopp  block,  a  handsome  brick  and  stone  structure,  nearly 
opposite  the  National  Bank,  on  South  Vine  street.  This  is  used  for  an  office 
building,  in  which  is  located  Mr.  Bopp’s  finely  equipped  offices,  besides  others. 

MUNICIPAL  GOVERNMENT. 

The  town  of  West  Union  was  incorporated  as  a  city  of  the  second  class  in' 
1866,  and  since  that  time,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  has  had  a  conservative, 
yet  progressive,  municipal  government.  Judge  H.  N.  Hawkins  was  the  first 
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mayor  and  it  seems  to  have  been  the  policy  since  to  elect  the  best  men  in  the 
place  to  that  office,  regardless  of  their  political  affiliations,  and  a  co-operative 
city  council  has  usually  followed. 

INDUSTRIES. 

One  of  the  earliest  and  most  useful  industries  in  West  Union  was  the 
steam  saw-mill,  erected  in  1851-2,  by  Gabriel  Long  and  Joshua  Wells.  Prior 
to  its  construction  the  few  boards  used  for  flooring  and  doors  in  the  pioneer 
cabins  had  to  be  hauled  from  Elkader,  or  from  McGregor’s  Landing,  on  the 
Mississippi  river.  But  in  early  days,  and  down  to  the  building  of  the  rail¬ 
road  in  1872,  the  market  point  for  surplus  grain  was  at  Elkader,  Clayton,  or 
McGregor.  Goods  were  shipped  by  merchants  to  river  points,  and  some  of 
the  early  settlers  earned  a  living  by  hauling  produce  from  West  Union  to  these 
points  and  returning  with  loads  of  merchandise. 

The  building  of  the  brick  flouring-mill  in  1855  was  an  innovation.  This 
property  was  completed  with  all  necessary  equipments  of  steam  power  and 
machinery  of  that  time,  and  started  on  a  precarious  career  in  1857.  William 
Redfield  was  the  local  promoter  of  this  enterprise,  his  associates  being  Maxson 
&  Company.  It  never  was  a  profitable  investment,  the  water-power  mills 
which  came  into  use  about  that  time  being  formidable  rivals  much  more  cheap¬ 
ly  operated.  The  use  of  the  building  as  a  flouring  mill  was  discontinued  many 
years  ago  and  the  machinery  sold  and  removed.  It  is  located  near  the  site 
of  the  first  saw  mill — that  erected  and  operated  by  Joshua  Wells,  on  block 
19.  The  old  building  has  been  used  for  many  purposes  aside  from  its  original 
one.  It  was  substantially  constructed,  of  large  dimensions,  and  three  stories 
high,  and  served  the  purposes  of  other  industries  admirably.  The  Union 
Creamery  Company  once  conducted  an  extensive  business  there  for  a  number 
of  years.  Then  a  portion  of  it  was  utilized  as  a  cigar  factory,  and  we  think 
it  was  used,  in  part,  by  the  brick  and  tile  factory,  and  the  pickling  plant. 

Crosby  &  Hubbard  once  started  a  foundry  and  machine  shop  in  the  south 
part  of  town  near  the  railroad  tracks,  but  this  enterprise  was  of  short  duration. 

There  has  been  a  steam  saw  mill  in  operation  in  “Whitneyville”  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  past.  It  was  first  established  in  the  old  cooper  shop  brick  building, 
but  was  later  moved  a  block  south  and  a  building  erected  for  a  feed  mill  and 
sawing  business,  combined.  The  feed  mill  feature  has  been  abandoned  and  a 
garage  and  repair  shop  substituted.  The  Clapp  Brothers  also  are  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  small  gasoline  engines,  for  farm  use,  in  connection  with 
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sawing  lumber  and  storing  and  repairing  automobiles.  This  is  a  busy  estab¬ 
lishment. 

The  railroad  history  of  the  county  is  written  up  in  a  special  article  on 
that  subject  and  need  not  be  repeated  here  further  than  to  state  that  West 
Union  figured  more  prominently  in  the  promotion  of  early  railroads  than  any 
other  town  in  the  county.  From  this  point  radiated  through  the  county 
much  of  the  “railroad  energy,”  and  it  was  largely  through  West  Union’s 
speakers  and  canvassers  that  the  taxes  were  voted  in  other  townships,  in  aid  of 
railroad  constiuction.  This  may  be  stated  with  equal  justice  in  relation  to 
the  county-seat  contests  of  earlier  days,  and  in  the  adjustment  of  hotly  con¬ 
tested  political  controversies.  The  church  history  of  West  Union  is  ex¬ 
haustive;  but  four  of  the  principal  churches  in  the  place  are  written  up  in 
special  articles  by  men  thoroughly  conversant  with  their  history,  and  are  rep- 
lesented  in  the  chapter  on  Church  History  of  Fayette  county. 

CHURCHES. 


The  Christian  chuich  was  one  of  the  first  on  the  ground,  the  organiza¬ 
tion  dating  from  the  winter  of  1853-4,  and  the  erection  of  their  church  build¬ 
ing  dates  from  the  next  year.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  E.  Griffin.  The 
church  was  prosperous  for  a  few  years,  when  by  reason  of  deaths  and  remov¬ 
als,  the  membership  decreased,  and  finally  services  were  discontinued.  The 
old  church  building  was  merged  into  a  private  school  house,  where  Professor 
J-  P-  Wallace  conducted  a  private  school.  It  was  later  the  home  of  Ains- 
woiths  Academy,  wheieat  many  of  the  present  middle  aged  people  of  the 
town  and  surrounding  country  received  their  academical  instruction.  Prob¬ 
ably  more  teacheis  were  turned  out  from  Ainsworth  s  Academy  in  the  seventies 
and  eighties  than  from  any  other  one-room  school  house  in  Fayette  county. 

The  Se\  enth-Day  Adventists  came  into  existence  as  a  church  organiza¬ 
tion  in  Fayette  county  from  the  ministrations  of  Elders  D.  T.  Bordeau  and 
Geoige  R.  Butler,  in  August,  1867.  The  society  was  never  a  strong  one  in 
West  Union  ;  but  they  erected  a  church  building  at  the  northern  edge  of  the 
corporation,  and  flourished  there  for  a  time.  Nason  Hoyt  and  his  son,  L.  B., 
and  F.  H.  Chapman  were  among  the  leaders  in  this  movement.  Two  of  them 
are  dead  and  the  other  removed,  hence  the  church  fell  into  disuse  and  was 
finally  sold  and  converted  into  a  residence. 

The  Wesleyan  Methodists  had  quite  a  strong  organization  at  one  time, 
and  a  considerable  number  of  members  still  reside  in  West  Union,  but  they 
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have  no  regular  church  services.  The  church  building  and  parsonage  are  now 
located  at  the  extreme  southern  end  of  Vine  street,  near  the  southeast  corner 
of  the  fair  ground. 

A  German  Lutheran  congregation  meets  for  regular  semi-monthly 
services  at  the  Baptist  church. 

The  Universalist  church,  known  as  “Burbank  Memorial/'  was  built  and 
donated  to  a  small  congregation  of  that  faith,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  Burbank, 
in  1888.  It  is  a  handsome  structure,  built  of  white  brick,  and  has  a  nicely 
arranged  auditorium,  well  seated,  and  parlor,  kitchen  and  dining-room  equip¬ 
ment.  No  regular  pastor  is  now  employed,  but  occasional  services  are  held. 
Because  of  the  convenient  arrangement,  and  near-by  location,  this  building  is 
frequently  used  for  general  assemblies  of  the  people,  or  for  the  use  of  societies 
in  serving  meals. 

The  United  Brethren  in  Christ  is  the  name  of  one  of  the  old  and  con¬ 
tinuing  religious  organizations  in  West  Union.  Its  ministers  occupied  the 
field  as  early  as  any.  Rev.  John  Brown  and  Rev.  Mr.  Davis  (father  of  A.  D. 
Davis,  a  one-time  merchant  in  West  Union)  were  among  the  first  ministers 
in  Fayette  county.  The  original  United  Brethren  church  in  West  Union  was 
erected  in  1855,  011  l°t  n,  block  14.  The  lot  was  donated  to  the  church  by 
Llewellyn  Piper  and  wife.  The  first  minister  after  the  building  was  erected 
was  Rev.  John  Dollarhide.  Some  of  his  co-laborers  of  that  day  were  Revs. 
Richardson  and  M.  S.  Drury,  from  Winneshiek  county.  Two  sons  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  also  served  the  church  as  pastors  in  later  years.  Under  the  pastorate  of 
Rev.  A.  W.  Drury,  a  scholarly  and  talented  young  man,  the  church  was  rebuilt 
and  modernized  in  1878.  For  many  years  this  church  was  strong,  numeric¬ 
ally,  and  numbered  among  its  membership  many  substantial  farmers  in  the 
surrounding  country. 

But  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  whom  all  re¬ 
ligious  societies  sought  to  favor,  and  eliminate  from  the  realm  of  “secrecy,”  if 
possible,  precipitated  a  discussion  in  the  general  conference  of  the  church, 
which,  in  many  instances,  resulted  disastrously.  The  church  was  divided  on 
the  question  of  eliminating  the  word  “secrecy”  from  the  discipline,  though 
the  general  conference  was  almost  unanimously  in  favor  of  it.  The  existing 
churches  sought  to  hold  the  church  property,  regardless  of  the  claims  of  the 
“Liberal”  branch,  that  they  were  the  “recognized  authority.”  The  result 
was  a  radical  division  of  the  church  from  the  highest  tribunal  down  to  the 
most  humble,  and  serious  litigation  followed  in  almost  every  state  in  the  Union. 
The  disruption  also  meant  the  support  of  two  general  conferences,  the  estab- 
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lishment  of  two  church  publishing  houses,  and  the  creation  of  many  new 
officers  to  be  supplied  and  paid  for  by  practically  the  same  people  who  had 
hitherto  supported  but  one  set  of  high  officials,  editors,  book-makers,  etc. 

The  West  Union  church  remained  with  the  Liberals,  or  those  favoring 
the  elimination  of  the  secrecy  clause  from  the  discipline,  but  was  crippled  and 
weakened  in  doing  so,  some  members  withdrawing  and  uniting  with  other 
churches,  and  some  dropping  out  altogether.  While  the  organization  has  been 
kept  up,  and  usually  a  resident  pastor  is  employed,  the  accomplishment  of  this 
end  is  a  heavy  burden  upon  those  who  remain  steadfast  in  the  faith  and  teach¬ 
ings  of  their  fathers. 

The  history  of  the  Baptist,  Catholic,  Methodist  Episcopal  and  Presby¬ 
terian  churches  appears  in  the  special  articles  to  which  reference  has  been 
made. 

The  Masonic  history  also  appears  in  a  special  article,  by  Grand  Master 
Clements. 

PROFESSIONAL  LIST. 

In  presenting  the  following  list  of  professionals’  names,  attention  is  called 
to  the  fact  that  the  professional  people  of  the  entire  county  appear  under  the 
title  of  “Fayette  County  Lawyers”  and  the  “Medical  Profession  in  Fayette 
County,”  to  which  articles  the  reader  is  referred  for  further  discussion  of  these 
subjects. 

The  legal  profession  has  been  ably  represented  by  the  following  named 
gentlemen:  S.  S.  Ainsworth,  S.  B.  Zeigler,  Milo  McGlathery,  C.  H.  Millar, 
Henry  Rickel,  William  McClintock,  L.  L.  Ainsworth,  J.  J.  Berkey,  J.  W.  Rog¬ 
ers  &  Son  (O.  W.),  Joseph  Hobson,  William  Cowle,  J.  B.  Onstine,  M.  V. 
Burdick,  C.  A.  Newcomb,  L.  M.  Whitney,  D.  W.  Clements,  William  E.  Fuller, 
H.  P.  Hancock,  A.  N.  Hobson  (one  of  our  present  judges),  W.  J.  Rogers, 

H.  L.  Adams,  L.  P.  Phillips,  W.  B.  Clements,  E.  H.  Estey,  C.  B.  Hughes, 

I.  M.  Weed,  H.  T.  Weed,  C.  W.  Dykins,  R.  G.  Anderson,  W.  C.  Lewis. 

The  medical  profession  represented  by  Doctors  Elliott,  Cruzans,  Stafford, 
Hart,  Lake,  Fuller,  Chase,  Armstrong,  Ecker,  Bassett,  Robinson,  Zeigler, 
G.  D.  Darnall,  Drake,  E.  A.  and  F.  L.  Ainsworth,  Crepin,  Harback,  Zoller, 
Hadsel,  Cartwright,  Wray,  Smith,  Axiline,  C.  F.  Darnall,  Williamson,  Renni- 
son,  King,  White,  Bartlett,  Whitmore,  A.  B.  Stuart,  E.  H.  Feige. 

Among  the  lawyers,  Hon.  J.  J.  Berkey  has  been  longer  in  practice  than 
any  other  attorney  now  living  in  West  Union.  Hon.  W.  E.  Fuller  and  Hon. 
D.  W.  Clements  are  close  seconds  for  this  honor.  They  have  been  in  practice 
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in  West  Union  about  thirty-six  years,  Mr.  Clements  constantly,  Mr.  Fuller 
intermittently,  as  shown  in  his  personal  sketch.  Dr.  G.  D.  Darnall  has  been 
in  constant  practice  as  a  successful  physician  and  surgeon  since  1874,  with  the 
exception  of  a  brief  respite  while  serving  one  term  in  the  Legislature.  The 
efforts  of  but  few  men,  in  the  profession  or  out  of  it,  have  been  crowned  with 
greater  success  than  Doctor  DarnaH’s.  He  came  to  the  town  a  poor  man, 
but  with  indomitable  energy,  a  robust  constitution  and  fixed  determination. 
Instead  of  losing  any  of  these  personal  characteristics,  he  has  added  to  them 
other  desirable  features — wealth  and  prominence.  He  is  the  oldest  physician 
now  in  practice  in  West  Union,  Dr.  E.  A.  Ainsworth  being  next  in  order  of 
time. 

FRATERNITIES. 


West  Union  is  not  as  much  of  a  “lodge  town"  as  some  others  of  similar 
size  and  importance.  Aside  from  the  various  Masonic  bodies  there  are  organ¬ 
izations  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  these  being  fraternal  organizations,  ex¬ 
clusively,  while  there  are,  or  have  been,  numerous  insurance  “lodges,”  some 
of  which  have  passed  out  of  existence,  to  the  grief  of  their  patrons. 

The  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  known  as  West  Union  Lodge 
No.  25,  was  instituted  on  the  19th  of  April,  1875,  and  is  still  in  existence,  and 
has  paid  out  more  than  half  of  the  original  members. 

The  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  also  have  a  continuing  organization, 
and  these  two  fraternal  insurance  organizations  have  done  much  good  in 
coming  to  the  aid  of  beneficiaries  when  assistance  was  most  needed. 

The  Grand  Army  Mutual  Benefit  Association  was  brought  into  existence 
in  the  early  eighties  by  local  men,  but  had  an  ephemeral  existence.  Its  pur¬ 
pose  was  to  afford  insurance  to  ex-soldiers  of  the  Civil  war  at  cost.  Evident¬ 
ly  this  feature  was  not  thoroughly  investigated,  since  some  of  the  promoters 
were  obliged  to  pay  out  most  of  the  organizing  expenses  and  large  printing 
bills  from  their  own  pockets.  Only  one  death  loss  was  ever  paid,  and  that 
only  in  part. 

The  V.  A.  S.  Society  had  an  organization  in  the  town  for  a  few  years, 
but,  like  the  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  its  contemporary,  both  became  so  expen¬ 
sive  that  most  of  the  members  dropped  out,  and  the  local  organizations  were 
suffered  to  lapse. 

Round  Grove  Lodge  No.  41,.  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  has  had 
an  existence  in  West  Lmion  since  July  26,  1852,  when  it  was  instituted  by 
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District  Deputy  Grand  Master  Thomas  B.  Dripps,  assisted  by  H.  B.  Fox.  The 
charter  members  were  William  McClintock,  Clark  Newcomb.  Edwin  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Joseph  H.  Dripps  and  A.  W.  Dripps.  The  first  noble  grand  was 
William  McClintock.  This  was  the  first  fraternal  organization  in  the  town 
and  it  had  a  phenomenal  growth,  enrolling  among  its  members  nearly  every 
prominent  man  within  its  jurisdiction.  But  enlistments  in  the  army  during 
the  sixties  depleted  its  ranks  in  the  interests  of  a  better  cause,  and  the  charter 
was  surrendered  in  1864  and  the  organization  was  dormant  until  1871,  when, 
on  petition  of  William  McClintock,  D.  M.  Hoyt,  S.  B.  Zeigler,  David  Winrott, 
Mark  Gilbert  and  L.  B.  Dersham,  the  original  charter  and  number  were  re¬ 
stored.  Henry  Rickel  was  the  first  noble  grand  after  the  restoration  of  the 
charter.  The  society  has  been  prosperous,  and  after  paying  all  its  obligations 
in  sick  benefits,  death  claims  and  widows’  and  orphans’  annuities,  it  accumu¬ 
lated  a  considerable  sum  of  surplus  money  which  has  been  invested  in  erecting 
a  two-story  brick  building  on  Elm  street,  south  of  the  public  square,  the  upper 
floor  being  devoted  to  the  uses  of  the  lodge  and  the  first  floor  is  rented  for 
mercantile  business.  The  membership  has  remained  about  stationary  at  one 
hundred  contributing  members  for  the  last  twenty-five  years.  Connected  with 
this  subordinate  body,  and  auxiliary  to  it,  are  West  Union  Encampment  No. 
5 7,  West  Union  Rebekah  Degree  Lodge  No.  97,  and  Colfax  Canton,  Patri¬ 
archs  Militant. 

There  are  very  few  of  West  Union’s  reputable  male  citizens  that  have  not 
been,  at  some  time,  connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

The  temperance  movement  has  had  an  existence  in  West  Union  for  more 
than  fifty  years,  and  yet  it  must  be  classed  as  a  saloon  town  throughout  many 
years  of  its  career.  There  have  been  three  organizations  of  Good  Templars, 
commencing  in  1858,  when  the  first  lodge  was  organized.  This  existed  for 
ten  years  and  had  a  strong  following  of  the  best  and  most  influential  people 
of  the  time.  This  may  be  said  of  the  lodge  which  succeeded  the  original  one, 
and  was  organized  in  1874.  Some  of  the  first  members  were  concerned  in  this 
organization,  but  as  a  general  thing,  the  citizenship  had  undergone  a  radical 
change,  but  the  tendency  was  constantly  towards  interesting  the  best  people 
in  the  movement.  This  lodge  survived  less  than  three  years,  surrendering  its 
charter  in  March,  1877.  Six  years  later,  or  in  1883,  another  lodge  was  organ¬ 
ized  under  the  labors  of  Mrs.  Tyng,  through  whose  efforts  there  was  a  gen¬ 
eral  revival  of  Good  Templarism  throughout  the  county.  Some  of  the  organ¬ 
izations  affected  through  this  agency  are  still  in  existence,  but  the  West  Union 
organization  went  the  way  of  all  its  predecessors. 
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The  Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union  has  had  an  active  organiza¬ 
tion  in  West  Union  for  many  years,  and  still  maintains  one,  but  with  indiffer¬ 
ent  results  in  later  years,  owing  to  the  death  or  removal  of  some  of  the  most 
active  workers.  There  have  been  a  few  private  temperance  workers  in  the 
town  who  have  accomplished  more  in  bringing  offenders  to  justice  than  all  of 
the  lodge  organizations.  Prominent  among  these  are  the  names  of  Hon.  J. 
W.  Rogers  and  Thomas  L.  Green. 

There  have  been  many  saloons  in  West  Union,  some  under  color  of  legal 
sanction  and  others  in  defiance  of  existing  state  laws.  But  the  tendency  of 
the  town  has  always  been  towards  temperance  and  sobriety,  as  evidenced  in 
the  defeat,  by  vote,  of  every  proposition  to  open  a  saloon  in  the  place  since  the 
mulct  law  became  operative.  Bootleggers  flourish  for  a  time,  go  to  jail  and 
serve  out  heavy  fines,  and  others  take  their  places.  As  early  as  1854  the 
ladies  of  the  town  put  the  “Black  Warrior”  out  of  business  by  spilling  the 
stock  and  advising  the  proprietor  to  quit  the  business,  which  he  did.  But  this 
action  precipitated  a  political  fight  in  the  election  of  a  county  judge  in  that 
year,  and  the  whisky  element  won,  by  first  tying  Elder  John  Webb,  who 
“drew  lots”  with  his  competitor,  Gabriel  Long,  and  lost  the  “ermine.” 

LIBRARY. 

The  West  Union  public  library  was  established  some  twenty-five  years 
ago,  and  for  a  number  of  years  a  regular  librarian  was  employed  and  great 
interest  was  manifested  in  the  enterprise.  The  board  of  education  was  asked 
to  provide  a  suitable  room  and  combine  the  public  library  with  that  of  the 
high  school,  which  was  done.  This  gives  West  Union  much  the  largest  school 
library  in  the  county,  while  former  patrons  of  the  city’s  institution  can  be  ac¬ 
commodated  at  the  high  school  building  by  compliance  with  the  simple  and  easy 
conditions.  A  recent  acquisition  of  the  historical  library  of  the  late  Charles 
H.  Talmadge  has  added  materially  to  the  number  of  volumes,  which  was, 
prior  to  this,  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty. 

West  Union  has  always  been  a  literary  town,  and  some  of  her  people;  of 
both  sexes,  have  evinced  much  interest  in  the  progress  of  literature  and  art. 
Coincident  with  this  taste  is  the  formation  and  maintenance  of  two  literary 
societies,  the  Historical  and  Literary  club,  for  a  select  number  of  men,  and  the 
Ladies’  Tourist  Club.  These  have  been  in  existence  for  many  years — the 
Historical  and  Literary  Club  since  1879 — and  their  regular  meetings  are 
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fraught  with  great  interest  to  the  participants  in  the  discussion  of  men  and 
measures,  historical  subjects,  and  travels  and  travelers. 

A  system  of  rhetorical,  literary  and  oratorical  training  has  been  a  part  of 
the  high  school  curriculum  for  many  years. 


SCHOOLS. 


In  presenting  the  preceding  history  of  West  Union,  we  feel  constrained 
to  use  an  old  and  familiar  phrase,  “the  best  of  the  wine  at  the  last  of  the 
feast !  The  school  history  of  this  town  is  supremely  interesting  and,  though 
varied  and  mediocre  in  early  days,  it  has  had  a  constantly  upward  trend.  The 
pioneers  were  all  men  of  intelligence,  and  many  of  them  were  liberally  edu¬ 
cated.  It  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  they  took  an  early  interest  in  the 
establishment  of  a  school  for  their  children.  Scarcely  was  the  county  organ¬ 
ized,  and  the  town  plat  of  West  Union  recorded,  when  the  first  school  house 
was  built.  It  was  not  a  pretentious  affair.  It  was  built  of  logs,  and  its 
dimensions  were  eighteen  by  twenty-four  feet.  It  was  covered  with  “shakes” 
and  seated  with  slab  benches.  It  goes  without  saying,  that  the  school  “furni¬ 
ture”  was  of  the  simplest  and  most  inexpensive  kind.  Nor  were  the  rude 
walls  covered  with  costly  maps  and  charts ;  but  they  were  extremely  fortunate 
if  good  blackboards,  with  sufficient  area,  were  provided.  It  is  probable  that  a 
huge  fire-place,  with  burning  logs,  radiated  sufficient  caloric  to  scorch  the  face 
and  allow  the  back  to  freeze;  but  of  this  we  are  not  informed.  Possibly  a 
stove  may  have  been  provided,  but  if  so,  this  was  an  exception  to  pioneer 
schools  in  Fayette  county. 

The  first  teacher  in  this  school  was  J.  S.  Pence,  who  taught  during  the 
winter  of  1850-1.  It  is  said  that  he  was  examined  as  to  his  proficiency  by 
J.  W.  Rogers,  who  was  working  in  his  field,  and  each  party  to  the  transaction 
stood  on  opposite  sides  of  a  rail  fence.  The  successor  of  Mr.  Pence,  for  the 
following  summer  term,  was  Miss  Anna  Dutcher.  James  Boale  taught  the 
winter  term  of  1851-2.  As  time  passed  there  were  some  improvements  made 
in  the  school  furniture,  by  substituting  desks  and  seats  made  of  boards.  These 
were  probably  upholstered  with  the  jackplane.  In  a  few  years  the  town  out¬ 
grew  its  school  accommodations,  yet  was  unable  to  build  larger.  In  this  emer¬ 
gency  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  utilized,  and  the  pastor,  Rev.  Joel 
Davis,  was  employed  as  a  teacher.  In  like  manner  other  rooms  were  secured 
as  needed,  and  eventually  private  schools  (for  which  West  Union  was  noted) 
began  to  take  in  the  pupils  in  excess  of  public  school  accommodations. 
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Of  the  pupils  in  the  first  log  school  house,  .none  are  known  to  be  living 
except  Hon.  William  E.  Fuller,  Newel  Johnson,  Thomas  D.  Reeder,  Darius 
O.  Smith  and  L.  C.  Phillips.  They  all  live  in  West  Union,  where  their  homes 
have  always  been,  except  that  the  three  last  named  served  in  the  army  during 
the  Civil  war,  and  Mr.  Fuller  served  in  the  Legislature,  went  to  Congress,  and 
was  assistant  United  States  district  attorney.  It  is  understood  that  public 
schools  were  taught  in  the  Baptist  and  United  Brethren  churches  during  the 
year  1859.  D.  W.  Hammond  and  wife  and  Miss  M.  E.  Hackett  were,  the 
instructors.  These  and  kindred  accommodations,  with  an  occasional  select 
school,  supplied  the  educational  needs  of  the  town  until  after  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  independent  district  of  West  Union,  about  i860,  and  the  building 
of  the  first  section  of  the  school  house  near  the  entrance  to  the  cemetery.  This 
was  occupied  by  a  three-department  school  in  1864.  The  teachers  were  E.  B. 
Wakeman,  principal,  with  Mrs.  Jennie  E.  (Hines)  Lacy  and  Miss  Acldie  M. 
Close  in  charge  of  the  other  departments.  It  may  be  remarked  here,  incident¬ 
ally,  that  Mrs.  Lacy  was  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county,  and 
mostly  employed  in  the  West  Union  schools,  for  thirty-five  years.  Miss  Jessie 
Sherman  commenced  teaching  in  the  “old  school  house"  and  continued  in  the 
employ  of  the  city  schools  for  twenty-six  consecutive  years. 

In  1869  it  became  necessary  to  again  increase  the  school  accommodations, 
and  an  addition  was  built  about  the  same  size  as  the  original.  It  was  then  a 
two-story  frame  building,  on  a  high  basement  wall,  arid  had  accommodations 
for  six  grades,  which  were  then  established.  Some  splendid  educators  have 
been  employed  in  the  West  Union  schools,  both  in  the  old  building  and  in  the 
present  one.  Men  have  gone  out  from  the  principalship  of  this  school  into 
much  more  profitable  positions  in  educational  work,  leaving  an  odor  of  effi¬ 
ciency  and  adaptability  behind  them,  which  stimulated  their  students  to  strive 
for  equal  attainments.  One  of  these  was  Prof.  J.  B.  Knoepfler,  who  succeeded 
to  the  state  superintendency  soon  after  leaving  West  Union  to  enter  upon  a 
similar  but  better  paying  position,  at  Lansing,  Iowa.  He  is  now  an  instructor 
in  the  Iowa  State  Normal  School.  Nearly  all  of  the  former  principals  and 
superintendents  here  have  gone  upward  in  their  professional  career.  In  1879 
the  question  of  building  a  new  and  modern  school  house  came  before  the  board 
of  education,  who  also  favored  a  change  of  school  house  site.  Parties  desir¬ 
ous  of  beautifying  and  enhancing  the  value  of  their  surroundings,  offered  sites 
for  sale  in  several  different  localities.  The  board  had  decided  to  change  the 
location  in  order  to  locate  nearer  the  geographical  center  of  the  district,  and 
at  the  same  time  get  the  school  house  away  from  the  environments  of  the  cem- 
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etery,  which  had  been  enlarged  and  brought  nearer.  But  it  was  not  so  easy  a 
matter  to  locate  as  it  was  to  decide  upon  making  a  change.  After  much  dis¬ 
cussion  in  which  some  bad  blood  was  engendered,  the  board  selected  the  site 
as  now  occupied,  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  public  square.  An  appeal  was 
promptly  filed  with  the  county  superintendent,  by  the  opponents  to  this  location, 
and  after  a  patient  hearing,  lasting  two  or  three  days,  that  official  approved  the 
action  of  the  board  in  the  matter  of  selecting  a  school  house  site.  An  appeal 
was  then  taken  to  the  state  superintendent,  who  reviewed  the  testimony,  maps, 
diagrams,  etc.  and  modified,  but  approved,  the  decision  of  the  county  super¬ 
intendent.  The  district  commenced  building  at  once,  and  by  the  beginning 
of  the  school  year,  1881,  the  east  half  of  the  building  was  ready  for  occupancy, 
and  the  “old  school  house  on  the  hill”  was  abandoned.  The  new  building  is 
architecturally  very  beautiful.  There  is  a  large  stone  basement  under  "the 
entire  building,  wherein  is  the  heating  apparatus,  fuel,  etc.,  with  ample  room 
for  storing  broken  furniture  and  other  commodities  which  accumulate  around  a 
public  place.  The  building,  proper,  is  constructed  of  red  brick,  with  hand¬ 
some  colorings  about  the  windows,  doors  and  archways.  Artificial  stone  is 
used  for  window  sills,  thresholds,  etc.,  the  whole  presenting  a  striking  and 
aitistic  appearance.  In  1902  an  addition,  or  practically  the  other  half  of  the 
building,  was  erected,  thus  completing  the  symmetrical  appearance,  and  doub¬ 
ling  the  capacity  of  the  building.  At  that  time  a  handsome  tower  was  added, 
the  interior  of  the  old  rooms  remodeled,  decorated  and  partially  refurnished. 
The  building  is  two  stories  high,  with  entrance  off  Main  street,  and  faces  the 
handsome  court  house  park.  All  modern  conveniences  and  appliances  are  sup¬ 
plied  in  this  school,  which  is  an  “accredited”  high  school,  its  graduates  being 
eligible  to  the  freshman  class  in  the  Iowa  State  University  without  examina¬ 
tion.  The  teaching  force  as  at  present  constituted  consists  of  one  superintend¬ 
ent  (male),  one  principal  of  the  high  school  (female),  and  thirteen  teachers  in 
the  grades,  or  in  special  work.  Ten  rooms  are  occupied.  The  salary  of  the 
superintendent  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents 
pei  month;  the  other  teachers  receive  an  average  of  forty-five  dollars  and 
seventy-two  cents  per  month.  The  duration  of  the  school  year  is  nine  months, 
d  he  total  number  of  persons  in  the  school  district  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
twenty-one  years  is  five  hundred  and  seventy-two.  Probably  five  per  cent  of 
these  are  away  attending  higher  schools.  Of  those  remaining,  four  hundred 
fifty-five  were  enrolled  in  the  school  during  the  year  1909.  The  average  daily 
attendance  for  that  year  was  three  hundred  sixty-seven,  at  an  average  cost  for 

tuition  in  all  departments  of  one  dollar  and  ninety-eight  cents  per  month  for 
each  pupil. 
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There  were  fourteen  non-resident  pupils  enrolled  below  the  ninth  grade 
from  whom  was  received  in  tuition  fees  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars 
and  sixty  cents ;  and  twenty-five  students  were  enrolled  above  the  ninth  grade, 
who  contributed  five  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  eighty  cents  in  tuition  fees. 
The  estimated  valuation  of  the  school  house  property  is  thirty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars,  and  the  school  apparatus  is  valued  at  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 
As  previously  stated  in  this  article,  the  school  library  contains  two  thousand 
two  hundred  and  thirty  volumes.  In  connection  with  the  school,  and  under 
jurisdiction  of  the  superintendent,  a  manual  training  department  is  conducted 
for  the  benefit  of  the  young  men  in  the  high  school  department.  This  me¬ 
chanical  work,  in  connection  with  the  regular  gymnastic  exercises,  affords  a 
pleasant  diversion  and  profitable  hour  to  those  availing  themselves  of  the 
opportunities. 

West  Union  is  justly  proud  of  her  schools,  and  every  citizen,  whether 
rich  or  poor,  takes  a  personal  interest  in  their  welfare.  With  hardly  an  ex¬ 
ception  during  the  history  of  the  schools,  the  rich,  but  childless  man,  has  vied 
with  his  prolific  neighbor  to  determine  Which  could  do  most  to  increase  the 
efficiency  and  popularity  of  the  public  schools. 

Under  the  regime  of  Professor  Knoepfler,  above  mentioned,  the  schools 
were  moved  from  the  old  to  the  new  building,  the  first  thorough  gradation 
effected,  and  an  approved  course  of  study  adopted;  and  it  was  under  his  juris¬ 
diction  that  the  first  class  was  graduated.  Since  that  time  the  annual  gradu¬ 
ation  exercises  are  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  all  literary 
proceedings  in  the  town. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Referring  again  to  the  later  history  of  West  Union  to  record  its  progress 
since  it  became  a  city  of  the  second  class :  The  fire  department  was  established 
in  1876,  when  Engine  Company  No.  1  and  West  Union  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company  were  organized.  Previously,  the  fire-fighting  had  been  done  by  the 
“bucket  brigades’’  and  a  few  bottles  of  chemical  fire  extinguishers  placed  about 
town  in  stores,  hotels  and  other  public  places.  The  establishment  of  the  water¬ 
works  plant  by  vote  of  the  people  in  1891,  necessitated  some  changes  in  the 
fire  equipment  and  the  purchase  of  a  hose-cart  and  several  thousand  feet  of 
hose.  The  department  moved  from  the  old  rookery  east  of  the  Commercial 
House  on  the  completion  of  the  elegant  city  hall,  which  building  provides  for 
their  accommodation.  Members  of  the  department  are  paid  by  the  city  for 
actual  services,  but  there  are  no  salaried  men  on  the  force. 
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OTHER  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  electiic  lighting  plant  was  built  as  a  private  enterprise  in  1897.  After 
two  01  tlnee  changes  in  ownership,  it  became  the  property  of  the  Neff  Broth¬ 
ers  (J.  H.  and  C.  G.),  and  so  continues.  The  town  and  streets  are  well 
lighted,  and  the  service  seems  to  be  entirely  satisfactory. 

Some  very  substantial  street  improvements  have  been  made  within  recent 
yeais,  and  each  year  sees  an  addition  to  the  preceding  one  in  the  amount  of 
macadamized  stieet  opened  to  traffic.  Under  the  skillful  manipulations  of 
“Billie  ’  Loftus  (a  long-time  street  commissioner),  this  department  of  the  city’s 
improvements  has  kept  abreast  of  all  others. 

Cement  walks  and  crossings  have  taken  the  place  of  the  perishable  planks 
of  former  days  and  add  greatly  to  the  appearance  of  the  city  as  well  as  to  the 
comfort  of  the  pedestrian.  West  Union  has  as  many  miles  of  cement  walks 
as  any  town  of  its  size  in  the  country. 

The  boa  id  of  supervisors  have  had  constructed,  at  county  expense,  a 
splendid  cement  bridge  across  Otter  creek,  at  the  Rock  Island  depot.  This 
was  a  greatly  needed  improvement  to  lower  Vine  street,  in  that  the  old  wooden 
structure  which  it  supplanted  was  not  suitable  for  the  heavy  traffic  to  and  from 
the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  depot,  the  fair  grounds,  etc.,  or  even  the 
ordinary  travel  between  West  Union  and  Fayette,  and  the  intermediate  country 
districts.  This  and  the  other  railroad  and  city  improvements  in  that  section, 
have  given  lower  Vine  street  a  decided  city  air. 

As  supplementary  to  the  ever-present  sprinkling  cart,  the  council  decided 
to  test  the  merits  of  oil  instead  of  water,  and  the  summer  of  1910  was  their 
first  experience  in  that  line. 

The  Board  of  Trade,  organized  by  the  active  business  men  of  the  town 
for  the  promotion  of  new  enterprises,  has  been  in  existence  for  several  years, 
and  through  their  efforts  the  idea  of  oiling  the  streets  instead  of  sprinkling 
with  water  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  city  council.  This  body  also 
had  much  to  do  with  introducing  an  annual  Chautauqua  entertainment  which 
has  proven  so  satisfactory  as  to  encourage  the  incorporation  of  a  company 
during  the  present  year  (1910),  to  promote  a  continuance  of  this  literary 
festival. 

REUNIONS. 

The  citizens  of  the  town  have  always  aided  and  encouraged  the  countv 
reunions  of  the  veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  and,  whether  regimental  or  general, 
these  annual  meetings  of  the  veterans  have  been  as  great  a  source  of  pleasure 
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to  the  general  public  as  to  the  old  soldiers  themselves.  These  demonstrations 
have  been  held  annually,  and  mostly  at  West  Union,  for  the  last  thirty-four 
years.  It  seems  to  be  the  policy  of  the  intelligent  citizenship  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  the  matter  of  general  entertainment,  supplying  music  and  speakers, 
and  in  paying  the  legitimate  expenses  of  the  meetings. 

Abernathy  Post  No.  48,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  is  the  nucleus 
around  which  centers  the  executive  features  of  the  annual  re-unions;  and 
though  the  ranks  are  rapidly  thinning  and  many  of  the  most  active  members 
are  gone,  the  remnant  is  still  active  and  zealous  in  the  promotion  of  anything 
calculated  to  enhance  the  interests  and  pleasures  of  the  survivors.  This  post 
was  organized  in  1879,  and  named  in  honor  of  Col.  Jacob  Abernathy,  a  Fayette 
county  soldier  who  lost  his  life  in  the  Atlanta  campaign.  Dr.  S.  E.  Robinson 
was  the  first  commander  and  G.  W.  Fitch  was  the  first  adjutant  and  second 
commander.  For  many  years  this  organization  was  the  most  popular  and 
prosperous  of  any  of  the  fraternities  in  West  Union.  It  enrolled  nearly  every 
ex-soldier  within  a  radius  of  ten  miles  of  West  Union,  and  seldom  did  any 
member  fail  to  attend  its  meetings.  It  mustered  in  its  palmiest  days  con¬ 
siderably  more  than  a  hundred  members,  and  its  meetings  were  always  enthusi¬ 
astic,  enlivened  with  speeches  and  old-time  war  songs,  and  frequently  public 
entertainments  and  open  meetings  were  held.  But  many  deaths  and  some  re¬ 
movals  have  depleted  the  ranks,  while  the  decrepitude  of  old  age  has  shorn 
the  survivors  of  much  of  their  former  energy  and  activity.  The  trustees  of 
the  Universalist  church  have  allowed  the  use  of  the  parlor  and  dining  room  in 
the  church  basement  for  the  general  meetings  of  the  post  and  Woman’s  Relief 
Corps,  the  latter  being  an  enthusiastic  body  of  loyal  women  (loyal  to  the  old 
soldiers  as  well  as  to  their  country)  whose  helpful  co-operation  could  not  be 
ignored.  The  regular  meetings  of  both  bodies  are  now  held  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  on  or  before  the  full  moon  in  each  month.  But  this  auxiliary  to 
the  “Grand  Army  of  the  Republic”  is  entitled  to  more  than  a  passing'  notice. 
Their  benefactions  have  reached  nearly  every  poor  family  in  the  place,  regard¬ 
less  of  soldier  connections,  and  many  a  poor  sufferer  has  had  occasion  to  bless 
the  existence  of  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps. 

BANKS  AND  BANKERS. 

\\  est  Union  was  the  first  banking  point  in  Fayette  county.  For  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Fayette  County  National  Bank, 
in  1872,  S.  B.  Zeigler  (lately  deceased)  was  the  proprietor  of  the  Fayette 
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County  Bank,  the  assets  of  which  were  transferred  to  the  National  Bank  on 
the  5th  of  August,  1872,  that  being  the  date  of  formal  organization.  The  sub¬ 
scribers  to  the  capital  stock,  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  were  David  Bell,  of 
Dover  township;  C.  R.  Bent,  Lewis  Berkey,  George  Blunt,  Joseph  Hobson, 
H.  B.  Hoyt,  Myron  Peck,  William  Redfield,  L.  W.  Waterbury,  E.  A.  Whit¬ 
ney  and  S.  B.  Zeigler,  of  West  Union;  William  Larrabee  and  B.  H.  Hinkley, 
of  Clermont  ,  D.  B.  Herriman,  Wadena,  and  J.  K.  Rosier  of  Dover  township. 
(Of  these  original  stockholders,  but  three  are  now  living.)  It  was  found 
that  the  stock  subscribed  for  was  nine  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  in  excess 
of  the  capital  stock  intended,  and  a  readjustment  was  made  in  conformity  with 
the  original  purpose. 

The  first  board  of  directors  was  David  Bell,  George  Blunt,  D.  B.  Herri¬ 
man,  Joseph  Hobson,  H.  B.  Hoyt,  William  Larrabee,  Myron  Peck,  E.  A. 
Whitney  and  S.  B.  Zeigler.  Joseph  Hobson  was  elected  president,  S.  B.  Zeigler, 
vice-president,  E.  A.  Whitney,  cashier,  and  E.  B.  Shaw,  teller.  These  officers 
held  the  positions  to  which  elected  for  about  ten  years,  when  Mr.  Whitney 
resigned  and  Mr.  Shaw  became  the  cashier,  with  C.  W.  Lathrop  as  teller.  Two 
or  three  years  later,  Mr.  Hobson  was  compelled  to  resign  the  presidency  by 
reason  of  failing  health,  and  did  not  survive  but  a  few  years.  Mr.  Zeigler 
was  elected  president  and  held  the  office  until  his  death  in  1909,  when  Dr.  G. 
D.  Dai  nail  (who  had  become  a  stockholder  and  director)  was  elected  president, 
and  so  continues.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Shaw  was  elected  United  States 
bank  examiner,  and  resigned  his  office  as  cashier  to  accept  the  higher  and  bet¬ 
ter -paying  position.  (YV  hile  engaged  in  this  work  he  died  suddenly  when 
away  from  home.)  Frank  Camp,  who  was  serving  in  the  office  of  county 
treasurer,  was  called  to  the  place  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Shaw, 
and  is  the  present  cashier.  The  capital  stock  of  this  institution  has  been  in¬ 
creased  to  eighty  thousand  dollars.  In  1874  the  Bank  block  was  completed 
and  the  bank  was  moved  into  its  present  commodious  and  handsome  quarters, 
where  it  has  installed  all  the  paraphernalia  for  the  protection  of  itself  and  its 
patrons,  and  prosecutes  a  general  banking  and  exchange  business  on  the  con¬ 
servative  basis  which  has  always  characterized  its  business  transactions.  Con¬ 
nected  with  it,  yet  apart  from  it,  is  the  Fayette  County  Savings  Bank  whose 
nine  directors,  aside  from  John  Owens,  were  chosen  from  the  stockholders 
of  the  National  Bank.  The  business  of  this  institution  is  mostly  transacted 
through  the  National  Bank,  where  its  deposits  and  securities  are  held. 

These  have  been  very  helpful  institutions  in  the  community,  and  the 
wreck  of  many  a  business  man  has  been  averted  by  the  timely  aid  of  the  Fay- 
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ette  County  National  Bank  and  the  co-operation  of  the  Savings  Bank.  The 
deposits  in  these  banks  are  as  great  as  that  of  any  monetary  institution  in  the 
county,  and  their  careful  and  conservative  management  has  inspired  the  people 
with  confidence  in  their  stability  and  business  capacity. 

The  Bank  block,  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  is  the  location  of  the 
only  opera  house  in  the  town,  and  the  home  of  the  Hoyt  hardware  business 
since  the  completion  of  the  building  in  1874.  Several  other  store  and  offices 
are  located  in  this  building,  which  for  many  years  was  the  best  building  in  the 
town  and  compares  favorably  with  the  best  at  present.  It  is  located  on  the 
west  side  of  Vine  street,  between  Elm  and  Plum  streets. 

The  Bank  of  West  Union  was  incorporated  March  12,  1883,  and  the  cer¬ 
tificate  of  the  auditor  of  state  issued  on  the  10th  of  July  following.  It  con¬ 
tinued  to  do  business  under  this  name  until  February  7,  1898,  when  its  articles 
of  incorporation  were  amended  to  comply  with  a  change  in  the  law  and  the 
word  “State"  was  prefixed  to  its  name  and  it  has  since  been  known  as  State 
Bank  of  West  Union.  Its  original  incorporators  were  A.  Rawson,  John  Jami¬ 
son,  G.  H.  Thomas,  J.  H.  Lakin,  J.  B.  Green,  William  A.  Hoyt,  William  Lar- 
rabee,  F.  Y.  Whitmore  and  O.  B.  Dodd,  and  these  gentlemen  constituted  the 
first  board  of  directors.  John  Jamison,  William  Larrabee  and  F.  Y.  Whit¬ 
more  have  continuously  served  upon  the  board  until  the  present  time  and 
O.  B.  Dodd  with  the  exception  of  one  year.  The  present  board  consists  of 
William  Colby,  O.  B.  Dodd,  Mark  Gilbert,  H.  P.  Hancock,  John  Jamison, 
William  Larrabee,  J.  K.  Montgomery,  W.  B.  Thomas  and  F.  Y.  Whitmore. 
Others  who  have  served  upon  the  board  being  Jay  M.  Stevenson,  W.  B.  Steven¬ 
son,  James  Graham  and  George  Blunt. 

The  first  officers  were:  President,  John  Jamison;  vice-president,  J.  H. 
Lakin ;  cashier,  F.  Y.  Whitmore,  and  there  have  been  no  changes  in  the  offices 
of  president  and  cashier.  Mr.  Lakin  sold  his  interest  in  the  bank  in  1890  and 
G.  H.  Thomas  was  elected  to  succeed  him  and  filled  such  position  until  his 
death  in  1902,  when  W.  B.  Thomas  was  chosen,  who  has  served  until  the  pres¬ 
ent  time.  The  management  has  always  been  in  strong  hands,  who  have  conduct¬ 
ed  its  business  along  conservative  lines,  and  has  had  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
community.  Its  second  certificate  for  doing  business  extended  the  life  of 
the  organization  until  January  1,  1923.  Its  present  capital  is  ninety  thousand 
dollars  fully  paid,  its  surplus  fifteen  thousand  dollars  and  its  deposits  nearly 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  present  working  force  of  the  bank  con¬ 
sists  of  F.  Y.  Whitmore,  cashier,  A.  J.  Gurney,  assistant  cashier,  and  F.  W. 
Kingsbury,  teller. 
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Mr.  Gurney  has  been  with  the  bank  since  early  in  1885  and  has  done 
much  for  the  prosperity  of  the  institution.  Mr.  Kingsbury  is  now  serving 
his  fourth  year,  and,  like  other  members  of  the  force,  is  deservedly  popular 
with  the  community.  The  bank  owns  its  own  building  which  is  one  of  the 
best  business  locations  in  the  city,  and  has  never  passed  but  one  semi-annual 
dividend  to  its  stockholders,  which  was  during  the  panic  of  1893  when  it  was 
considered  that  the  protection  of  its  depositors  was  paramount  to  dividend 
payments  to  its  stockholders,  and  after  the  money  stress  was  over  resumed  its 
usual  payments. 

Like  Rome,  West  Union  was  not  built  in  a  day.  The  pioneers  had  to 
deny  themselves  some  of  the  luxuries  which  today  might  appear  as  neces¬ 
sities;  nevertheless,  they  were  just  as  ambitious,  contented  and  happy  under 
the  circumstances  then  existing  as  we  of  today.  And  the  few  old  pioneers  who 
remain  enjoy  living  over  again  in  their  vivid  imaginations  the  never-to-be-for¬ 
gotten  past ;  and  as  the  memories  of  thrilling  incidents  and  loved  ones  long  de¬ 
parted  pass  in  a  grand  procession  before  their  vision,  their  eyes,  now  dimmed 
with  years,  kindle  anew  and  sparkle  with  old  time  brilliancy.  Then  it  was 
that  brain,  muscle  and  courage  were  in  the  ascendency,  and  by  these  powerful 
elements  homes,  secure  and  blessed,  were  founded  for  their  loving  families. 
The  same  deeds  and  requirements  did  not  characterize  a  hero  then,  but  every 
human  being  who  gave  up  the  friends  and  home  of  his  youth,  braved  the  west¬ 
ern  wilds,  and  endured  the  privations  of  that  early  period,  to  carve  out  a  home 
and  future,  well  deserves  the  name  of  hero. 

There  may  be  some  of  our  readers  who  exhibit  a  careless  indifference 
regarding  the  history  of  their  forefathers,  counting  as  naught  the  privileges 
they  have  gained  at  the  sacrifice  of  others.  As  it  were,  they  almost  scorn  the 
round  on  which  they  stand,  when  the  next  seems  within  their  easy  grasp.  To 
them  stepping  stones  are  useless,  when  once  they  are  passed.  But  to  the  in¬ 
telligent  and  more  thoughtful,  we  feel  that  this  brief  history  may  be  followed 
with  interest,  appreciating  the  fact  that  the  joys  and  luxuries  they  are  per¬ 
mitted  to  enjoy  in  the  present,  have  been  bought  with  the  life  blood  of  human¬ 
ity;  and  that  the  least  we  can  offer  in  return  is  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
their  honest  lives,  and  that  their  great  and  heroic  deeds  may  be  incentives  to 
the  rising  generations,  and  their  names  be  enrolled  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 


Reference  is  made  to  the  origin  of  Union  township  in  the  beginning  of 
this  chapter,  and  it  now  remains  to  complete  its  history.  But  West  Union 
township,  from  which  this  was  organized  in  recent  years,  contains  most  of  the 
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story  pertaining  to  Union  township.  The  topography  of  the  territory,  its 
present  state  of  development,  schools,  etc.,  will  constitute  the  subject  matter 
of  this  article. 

NATURAL  FEATURES. 

The  land  in  this  township  is  mostly  rolling — in  a  few  places  quite  rough 
and  broken,  while  in  other  localities  are  comparatively  level  farms.  The  soil 
is  universally  fertile  where  arable,  and  the  amount  of  waste  land  is  small. 
Otter  creek  passes  through  the  township  from  west  to  east,  and  along  this 
stream  are  the  bluffs  and  hilly  land,  which  were  originally  covered  with  heavy 
timber,  much  of  which  still  remains.  The  varieties  of  timber  which  prevailed 
were  the  various  species  of  oak,  hickory,  alder,  black  walnut,  ash,  cherry  and 
large  groves  of  sugar-maple.  The  latter  were  utilized  by  the  pioneers,  and  to 
some  extent  at  present,  in  the  making  of  large  quantities  of  maple  sugar  and 
syrup,  the  equal  of  which  in  palatableness  has  never  been  approximated  by  the 
ingenuity  of  man.  But  the  maple  groves,  because  of  the  value  of  the  timber 
for  various  purposes,  have  mostly  disappeared  under  the  inspiration  of  the 
woodman’s  axe. 

EARLY  MILLS. 

Along  the  course  of  Otter  creek  were  erected  in  early  times,  several  mills, 
some  for  sawing  and  others  for  grinding  grain.  The  Otter  was  admirably 
adapted  to  these  purposes,  the  fall  in  some  places  between  West  Union  and 
Elgin  being  one  hundred  feet  to  the  mile.  Cyrus  Gurdy,  an  early  pioneer, 
owned  and  operated  a  flouring  mill  on  the  Otter  for  a  great  many  years.  • 
William  Alvey’s  and  the  Higgins  mills  were  also  early  industries  along  this 
stream.  Cyrus  Gurdy  was  a  familiar  figure  about  West  Union  for  many 
years  after  his  retirement,  and  died  in  that  city.  His  son,  Seth,  who  still  re¬ 
sides  in  West  Union,  operated  the  mill  and  farm  after  his  father  discontinued 
active  business. 

EARLY-DAY  CITIZENS. 

One  of  the  pioneer  home-makers  in  Union  township  was  James  Holmes, 
not  previously  mentioned  in  this  chapter,  though  he  is  elsewhere.  He  came 
to  the  township  in  1850,  and  is  credited  with  doing  the  first  extensive  job  of 
breaking  land  in  the  township.  He  first  settled  in  what  is  now  Dover  town- 
ship,  but  soon  moved  to  West  Union  township,  where  he  opened  up  an  ex¬ 
tensive  farm,  and  lived  upon  and  cultivated  it  until  a  few  years  before  his 
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death,  when  he  retired  to  West  Union,  and  died  there.  The  farm,  a  mile 
south  of  the  county  seat,  is  still  in  possession  of  his  widow  and  other  heirs. 

Franklin  Bishop  was  a  well-known  character  among  the  early  pioneers  of 
this  township,  and  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age.  One  of  his  sons  still  lives  in  the 
community  where  the  family  first  settled.  N.  C.  Spencer,  familiarly  known  as 
Nels,  was  another  early  settler  in  Union  township,  and  still  lives  there  on 
his  splendid  farm.  He  married  Cassie  Brewer,  daughter  of  J.  S.  Brewer, 
who,  in  company  with  Henry  Wimber,  was  running  a  blacksmith  and  wagon 
shop  in  “Mechanics’  Row,”  West  Union,  in  very  early  times.  James  B.  Green, 
who  was  a  pioneer  thresher,  owned  a  large  and  valuable  farm  in  this  township! 
and  was  one  of  the  progressive  men  of  his  day.  Being  a  bachelor,  his  land 
descended  to  his  heirs  of  the  second  generation,  and  is  now  the  property 
of  M.  W.  Grimes,  who  came  from  Indiana  to  occupy  it  about  twenty-five  years 
ago.  This  is  a  splendidly  equipped  farm,  and  Mr.  Grimes  is  a  thorough¬ 
going  business  man  and  prominent  citizen  in  his  adopted  locality.  The  Crowe 
family,  and  the  Frisbies,  were  also  early  pioneers  in  Union,  and  whose  pos¬ 
terity  are  numbered  among  the  successful  people  of  today.  In  this  list  are 
also  included  the  Wilburs,  Harrisons,  Dullards,  Meskels,  T.  D.  Mabb,  William 
Kinsey  (who  was  reared  in  Illyria  township),  George  W.  Gilbert,  S.  D.  Row¬ 
land,  T.  D.  Reeder,  William  Alcorn,  William  Wade,  Matthew  Wells,  John 
Shroyer,  T.  C.  Barclay,  Philip  Barnhart,  R.  M.  and  D.  M.  Hoyt,  Rev.  Enoch 
Fothergill,  George  Blunt,  W.  C.  Montgomery,  William  McClintock,  the 
numerous  families  of  Smiths,  the  Butlers,  Saltsgivers,  William  Barnhouse, 
Glovers,  D.  W.  Hall  family,  Buntons,  Souths,  the  House  family,  the  Hoyers, 
J.  A.,  C.  C.  and  George.  All  these,  and  many  others,  owned  farms  in  Union 
township  in  early  days,  and  became  identified  with  the  early  history  of  this 
locality.  See  West  Union  township  for  additional  names  and  history.  It 
is  not  assumed  that  the  list  is  a  complete  representation  of  early- 
day  citizens,  and  we  are  sorry  that  such  is  the  case.  But  it  is  hoped  that 
the  generous  reader  will  realize  that  we  are  now  far  removed  from  the  pioneer 
period,  and  that  memory  is  treacherous,  even  when  stimulated  by  nearly  half 
a  century  of  association  and  observation. 

STATISTICS. 

The  taxable  valuation  of  property  in  Union  township  exceeds  that  of 
any  other  rural  township  in  the  county,  when  it  is  remembered  that  it  has 
several  sections  less  than  a  full  congressional  township,  these  sections  being 
detached  in  the  formation  of  West  Union  township.  The  total  assessment 
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valuation  for  1909  was  three  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  and  fifty-four  dol¬ 
lars.  This  includes  thirty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars, 
valuation  of  nine  and  one-half  miles  of  railroad;  seven  hundred  and  sixty  dol¬ 
lars  valuation  of  telegraph  lines,  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  dollars  assessed  valuation  of  the  forty-three  and  one-fourth  miles  of 
telephone  lines  traversing  the  township. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

The  early  school  history  is  coincident  with  that  of  early  West  Union, 
where  the  first  school  was  opened  in  1850.  As  settlements  were  formed  out¬ 
side  of  the  village,  schools  were  provided  until  there  are  now  eight  sub-dis¬ 
tricts  in  the  district  township,  and  schools  were  taught  seven  and  nine-tenths 
months  during  the  school  year  of  1909.  One  male  teacher  was  employed,  and 
seven  females,  the  salary  of  the  former  being  thirty-eight  dollars  per  month. 
The  female  teachers  received  an  average  compensation  of  thirty-six  dollars 
and  two  cents  per  month.  The  school  enumeration  for  the  district  township 
shows  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  persons  of  school  age,  whose  total  average 
daily  attendance  was  one  hundred  and  seventeen.  The  average  cost  of  tuition 
per  month  for  each  pupil  was  one  dollar  and  ninety-six  cents.  The  estimated 
value  of  the  eight  school  houses  is  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-five 
dollars,  and  of  school  apparatus,  two  hundred  dollars.  There  are  four  hun¬ 
dred  volumes  in  the  school  district  libraries.  Since  the  sub-division  of  the 
township,  elections  are' held  in  a  country  school  house,  and  as  West  Union  is 
located  interiorly,  it  necessarily  follows  that  some  inconvenience  is  met  in 
passing  through  the  town  to  reach  the  voting  place.  This  is  more  keenly  felt 
by  those  whose  habit  has  been  to  spend  election  day  around  the  polling  place. 

There  are  no  churches  in  Union  township,  convenience  to  the  city  of 
West  Union  rendering  their  existence  in  the  adjacent  country  impracticable. 
In  cases  of  necessity,  as  for  instance  the  holding  of  funeral  services  at  Pleasant 
Grove  cemetery,  in  the  east  part  of  this  township,  the  school  houses  are  utilized, 
as  in  the  olden  time. 

The  farmers  of  this  township  are  rich  and  prosperous,  and  are  generally 
well-equipped  for  the  diversified  farming  and  stock  raising  which  is  their  prin¬ 
cipal  employment.  A  few  of  them  deal  quite  extensively  in  buying,  fitting 
and  shipping  stock,  particularly  cattle.  The  Blunt  brothers  (Jesse,  John  and 
James)  have  been  quite  extensive  stock  dealers,  besides  operating  their  large 
farms;  but  Jesse  is  dead,  John  has  retired,  and  lives  in  West  Union,  and  James 
H.  is  operating  in  the  Hawkeye  country,  to  which  he  has  transferred  his  resi¬ 
dence  and  a  large  share  of  his  farm  interests. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 


WESTFIELD  TOWNSHIP. 

The  first  settler  who  located  in  this  township  was  Franklin  Wilcox,  who 
came  fiom  Illinois,  with  other  members  of  the  Wilcox  family,  and  built  a 
house  on  section  32,  some  time  during  the  year  1840.  There  were  several  of 
the  Wilcox  brothers,  some  of  whom  lived  in  the  home  of  Franklin,  at  times; 
but  the  others  being  unmarried,  and  somewhat  transitory  as  to  habitation, 
Franklin  is  recognized  as  the  first  actual  settler  in  Fayette  county,  though 
Robert  Gamble  accompanied  him  to  this  county,  from  Ead’s  Grove,  in  Dela¬ 
ware  county,  and  located  in  Center  township.  There  a  postoffice  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1851,  and  known  as  “Gamble’s  Grove,”  with  Thomas  Woodle  as  the 
postmaster.  This  office  was  soon  discontinued,  and  the  name  of  the  locality 
changed  to  Dunham  s  Grove,  as  now  known.  Gamble  removed  from  the 
county  after  two  years’  residence  here. 

The  Wilcox  house — a  double  log  structure — was  the  first  house  erected 
within  the  boundaries  of  Fayette  county;  and  after  the  removal  of  Mr.  Wilcox 
to  another  location  in  1843,  it  became  a  sort  of  asylum  for  many  of  the  new¬ 
comers  to  that  locality,  during  the  time  they  were  selecting  their  land  and 
building  their  houses  thereon.  It  was  occupied  as  a  temporary  home  by  the 
Hensley  family,  by  Van  Dorns,  P.  F.  Newton,  James  and  Samuel  Robertsons. 
It  was  in  this  house  that  the  Van  Dorn  child  was  born — the  first  birth  of  a 
white  child  in  Fayette  county. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Franklin  Wilcox,  with  his  wife  and  small  daugh¬ 
ter,  James  Beatty  and  William  Orrear  came  and  located  a  short  distance  south 
of  Wilcox,  their  location  being  just  over  the  line  in  Smithfield  township. 
They  built  their  cabin  in  the  spring  of  1842;  and  on  the  25th  of  February, 
1844,  William  Orrear  and  Miss  Angelina  Wilcox  were  married,  the  Rev.  D. 
Dowry,  of  Fort  Atkinson,  officiating.  Soon  after  his  marriage  Orrear  bought 
Beatty’s  interest  in  the  claim  which  they  had  occupied  jointly,  and  established 
quite  an  extensive  dairying  business,  which  he  and  his  wife  conducted  success¬ 
fully  for  a  number  of  years.  They  used  the  product  of  twenty  to  thirty  cows 
in  making  butter  and  cheese,  which  they  marketed,  mostly  at  the  fort,  where 
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several  hundred  soldiers  and  officers  were  anxious  to  secure  these  “delicacies,” 
as  viewed  from  a  soldier’s  standpoint.  This  couple  led  the  vanguard  in  be¬ 
ginning  the  dairy  business  in  Fayette  county,  an  industry  which  has  revolution¬ 
ized  the  profits  of  general  farming,  as  compared  with  wheat  growing  in  early 
days.  Beatty  located  a  mile  and  a  half  north,  on  section  29,  in  Westfield 
township,  and  erected  a  house  in  what  became  the  early-time  village  of  West- 
field.  But  this  was  several  years  before  that  village  was  laid  out. 

EARLY  LAND  VALUES. 

Westfield  township  was  not  surveyed,  hence  the  land  was  not  subject  to 
entry,  until  1848.  But  the  earliest  settlers  occupied  their  lands  under  what 
is  known  as  “squatter’s  rights,”  which,  among  friends  and  neighbors,  were 
almost  universally  respected.  When  the  land  came  into  market,  the  govern¬ 
ment  price  was  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  at  which  price  a 
person  could  buy  an  unlimited  number  of  acres.  Many  speculators  who  had 
means  availed  themselves  of  this  privilege,  and  bought  up  thousands  of  acres 
of  desirable  land,  without  the  remotest  idea  of  ever  making  a  home  upon  it. 
But  after  the  land  had  been  open  to  entry  for  a  certain  length  of  time  without 
being  sold,  the  price  Was  reduced  to  seventy-five  cents  an  acre,  and  so  re¬ 
mained  until  sold;  A  number  of  early  settlers  in  Westfield  township  procured 
their  land  at  this  price.  This  land  coming  into  market  soon  after  the  close  of 
the  Mexican  war,  some  returning  veterans  were  able  to  procure  their  land  on 
land  warrants,  granted  to  them  for  military  services.  These  warrants  were 
negotiable,  and  some  were  sold  by  soldiers  who  did  not  wish  to  use  them. 
They  guaranteed  full  ownership  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  domain. 


LAND  ENTRIES. 

Robert  Alexander  made  the  first  land  entry  of  record  in  Westfield  town¬ 
ship,  this  being  on  the  9th  of  July,  1849.  But  there  Were  several  other  en¬ 
tries  made  on  the  same  date,  probably  by  non-residents,  and  John  W.  Lane 
and  Horace  Andrus  made  entries  during  the  year  1849.  On  the  8th  of 
October,  1850,  the  board  of  county  commissioners  created,  by  proclamation, 
the  election  precinct  of  Westfield.  This  included,  for  election  purposes,  the 
townships  of  Smitlffield,  Center  and  Westfield,  the  election  to  be  held  at  the 
house  of  Stephen  Ludlow,  and  Michael  Hinman,  Stephen  H.  Ludlow  and 
Andrew  Hensley  were  appointed  judges.  The  first  election  was  held  in  April, 
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1 85 1 ,  and  the  August  election  which  followed,  the  same  year,  was  held  at 
the  home  of  Clark  Newcomb.  It  seems  that  the  development  of  this  town¬ 
ship  commenced  simultaneously,  at  Westfield  village  and  Lima — the  latter  also 
called  “Lightville”  and  “Volga  City”  in  early  days. 

LIMA. 

During  the  year  1849,  Thomas  R.  Talbott,  E.  A.  Light  and  H.  W.  Light 
located  homes  near  the  present  site  of  Lima.  The  Lights  being  the  most 
numerous  family  in  the  community,  the  locality  came  to  be  known,  locally,  as 
Lightville,  and  retained  that  appellation  until  after  the  village  had  passed 
through  the  ordeal  of  a  county-seat  contest,  in  which  it  “tied”  West  Union, 
but  lost  the  prize  when  all  other  contestants  except  West  Union  were  elimi¬ 
nated.  (See  general  history  of  county  organization.)  The  community  next 
chose  the  name  of  Volga  City,  but  when  apprised  that  Clayton  county  people 
had  recently  installed  such  a  “city,”  the  name  was  changed  to  Lima  by  action 
of  the  Legislature. 

The  Lights  built  a  saw  mill  on  the  banks  of  the  Volga  river  at  this  point 
in  1849-50.  T.  R.  Talbott  was  interested  in  the  erection  of  this  mill,  and  some 
controversy  arose  as  to  whether  it  should  be  built  at  Talbott’s  ford,  or  a  mile 
farther  up  the  river.  But  Mr.  Talbott  forced  its  building  at  the  point  origin¬ 
ally  agreed  upon,  and  also  secured  a  bonus  of  fifty  dollars  for  delay  and  disap¬ 
pointment.  This  was  a  much  needed  pioneer  enterprise  in  the  community,  as 
the  adjacent  land  was  nearly  all  heavily  timbered,  and  lumber  was  in  great  de¬ 
mand  in  building  homes  for  the  incoming  settlers.  It  is  understood  that  the 
Lights  also  put  in  a  small  stock  of  mercantile  goods  and  started  the  first  store 
in  Lima.  Ben  Reeves  was  one  of  the  earliest  merchants  there,  but  he  and  his 
partner,  young  Hyde,  were  soon  closed  out  by  their  creditors.  Stephen  Lud¬ 
low  was  a  “squatter”  on  some  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Lima,  but  sold  his  interest 
to  Robert  Alexander,  and  bought  the  mill  property.  This  is  the  land  upon 
which  Reuben  R.  Hensley  has  lived  for  so  many  years.  Through  various 
changes  in  proprietorship,  there  has  always  been  one  general  store  in  Lima,  the 
Oelbergs  having  conducted  the  mercantile  business  there  for  a  great  many 
years.  There  is  also  a  postoffice,  and,  since  the  completion  of  the  railroad  to 
that  point,  a  lumber  and  stock  business.  P.  H.  Hastings,  an  early  pioneer  in 
Illyria,  conducts  the  latter.  In  1852  A.  J.  Hensley  built  a  flouring-mill  at 
this  place,  but  soon  after  sold  it  to  P.  H.  Durfey  &  Son.  Mr.  Hensley  again 
assumed  the  proprietorship  of  the  mills  in  1878,  but  has  long  since  retired  from 
active  business.  (The  mill  had  been  rebuilt  in  1865.) 
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Lima  has  one  church  building,  originally  erected  for  the  Congregational- 
ists,  Rev.  S.  D.  Helms  having  organized  a  congregation  of  that  faith  in 
1857.  Winslow  Stearns  and  wife,  E.  Hyde,  wife  and  daughter,  and  Rev.  S. 
D.  Helms  and  wife,  were  the  organizing  members.  The  old  church  succumbed 
to  the  ravages  of  time,  and  a  new  church  appeared  in  its  stead.  Here  all  de¬ 
nominations  sustain  a  union  Sunday  school  and  attend  other  religious  services 
as  propounded  from  the  pulpit  by  Methodists,  United  Brethren,  or  other  advo¬ 
cates. 

The  first  school  house  in  Westfield  township  was  built  at  Lima  in  1850, 
and  E.  H.  Light  was  the  first  teacher  there.  Others  followed  as  settlements 
were  made,  until  there  were  at  one  time  eight  sub-districts  in  the  district  town¬ 
ship,  but  this  number  was  reduced  to  seven  with  the  organization  of  the  inde¬ 
pendent  district  of  Fayette,  and  so  remains.  These  seven  schools  were 
taught,  during  the  last  year,  an  average  of  seven  and  four-tenths  months,  by 
one  male  teacher  and  ten  females,  the  salaries  paid  being  forty  dollars  per 
month  to  the  male  teacher,  and  thirty-six  dollars  to  the  females.  The  seven 
school  houses  are  valued  at  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  the  school 
apparatus  at  one  thousand  dollars.  The  district  libraries  comprise  six  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-five  volumes.  Of  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  pupils  in  the 
district  township,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  were  enrolled  in  the  schools,  with 
an  average  daily  attendance  of  ninety-nine.  The  average  cost  of  tuition  per 
month  for  each  pupil  was  two  dollars  and  seventy-four  cents. 

Westfield  township  is  traversed  by  four  and  th:rty-nine-hundredths  miles 
of  the  Volga  Valley  branch  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad,  and 
four  and  eleven-hundredths  miles  of  the  Davenport  line  of  the  same  system 
They  are  assessed  for  taxation  purposes  at  fifteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five  dollars,  and  sixteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  re¬ 
spectively.  The  incorporation  of  Fayette  has  one  and  seventeen  hundredths 
miles  of  the  last  mentioned  line.  The  same  mileage  of  the  United  States  Ex¬ 
press  Company  is  assessed  at  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  forty- 
five  cents  for  the  nine  and  sixty-seven-hundredths  miles,  and  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company  is  assessed  at  eighty  dollars  per  mile. 

There  are  four  telephone  companies  doing  business  in  the  town  and  town¬ 
ship  with  a  total  mileage  of  forty-three  and  one-half  miles  of  lines.  Twelve 
and  three-fourths  miles  of  this  system  are  inside  the  corporation  of  Fayette. 

It  seems  strange  that  two  small  villages  should  be  brought  into  existence 
within  a  mile  of  each  other,  and  both  survive  the  pioneer  period,  yet  without 
development  in  later  years,  though  still  surviving.  Albany  and  Lima  have 
lived,  side  by  side,  for  fifty-six  years,  yet  neither  is  as  populous  now  as  in 
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early  days.  Each  village  had  a  good  mill  in  “middle  life,”  and  probably  these 
had  something  to  do  with  holding  the  villages  together.  During  the  struggle 
foi  county-seat  honors,  Lima  was  quite  an  important  town,  as  compared  with 
other  towns  of  that  day ;  and  under  the  domination  of  the  Lights,  Laceys  and 
Hopkinses,  it  put  up  a  strong  fight  for  the  distinction  it  sought. 

The  village  of  Albany  commenced  its  existence  as  such  in  1854.  Albert 
Albertson  and  Edwin  Smith  were  the  founders.  Mr.  Albertson  sold  his  prop¬ 
erty  in  the  fall  of  1 85 5 »  and  removed  from  the  county.  Richard  Earle  was 
the  purchaser,  and  for  many  years  he  was  the  principal  business  man  in  that 
section  of  the  county,  having  built  the  flouring  mill  at  Albany  and  owned  and 
operated  it  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  served  several  terms  as  a 
member  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors,  under  the  policy  of  one  member 
from  each  township,  which  succeeded  the  county  commissioner  system,  and  was 
a  zealous  worker  for  the  removal  of  the  county-seat  to  Fayette. 

Simon  Nefzgar  was  an  early  and  successful  merchant  at  Albany,  and 
J.  B.  Oelberg  kept  a  merchant  tailoring  establishment  there  in  early  days. 
Like  its  twin  sister,  Lima,  there  has  always  been  a  blacksmith  and  repair 
shop  in  Albany.  George  Dow  and  R.  E.  Matsel  were  early,  and  later,  oper¬ 
atives  in  this  line. 

When  the  township  of  Westfield  was  divided  (in  1877),  Albany  was 
designated  as  the  polling  place  for  the  voting  precinct  outside  of  the  cor¬ 
porate  limits  of  the  town  of  Fa)rette.  The  board  of  supervisors  (under  whose 
jurisdiction  this  action  was  taken)  appointed  as  judges  of  the  first  election 
under  the  new  regime,  J.  J.  Epps,  Richard  Earle  and  John  Orr. 

But  when  the  Volga  Valley  branch  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
railroad  was  built  through  Lima,  in  1881,  and  missed  the  village  of  Albany  by 
more  than  a  mile,  the  prestige  of  the  former  as  a  trading  point  assumed  the  as¬ 
cendency.  But  many  tender  memories  of  early  times  center  about  these  two 
primitive  villages,  and  some  stirring  scenes  in  pioneer  life  were  there  enacted. 

In  very  early  days  a  postofifice  was  established  at  Corn  Hill,  in 
this  township,  and  “Corn  Hill”  was  the  home  of  Capt.  R.  R.  Richardson,  the 
organizing  sheriff  of  Fayette  county.  The  county  poorhouse  was  located  in 
the  northwest  corner  of  Westfield  township,  as  appears  more  fully  in  the 
history  of  that  institution,  as  found  in  the  chapter  on  the  county  organization. 

WESTFIELD. 

The  town  of  Westfield,  which  was  located  on  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  29,  was  laid  out  by  Robert  Alexander,  in  1851,  and  thus  antedates 
the  town  of  Fayette  by  about  four  years.  The  founder  of  this  town  began 
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the  erection  of  a  saw-mill  in  1850,  and  the  village  had  a  rapid  growth  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  Sutton  &  Axtell  built  a  store  building  and  started  the  first  store 
in  this  region,  and  in  1855  Isaac  Templeton  and  his  son  Leroy  commenced 
the  construction  of  the  Westfield  flouring  mill.  These  industries  absorbed  the 
interest  of  the  small  settlement  and  directed  attention  to  Westfield  village, 
even  after  the  rival  town  of  Fayette,  across  the  Volga,  had  commenced  to 
bid  for  public  recognition.  In  fact  Westfield  seemed  to  hold  the  ascendency 
as  a  prospective  town  and  good  trading  place  until  the  building  of  the  Fayette 
seminary  was  assured. 

FAYETTE. 

In  1856  the  town  of  Fayette  began  a  tangible  and  prosperous  growth. 
Two  stores  were  opened,  those  of  Maxon  &  Griffith  and  Budlong  &  Norton, 
and  the  presence  of  strangers  in  the  town,  engaged  in  erecting  the  college 
building,  stimulated  the  formation  of  a  stock  company  to  build  a  hotel.  The 
outgrowth  of  this  was  the  building  of  the  well  known  Fayette  House,  though 
it  was  first  called  the  “Stock,”  in  recognition  of  the  methods  employed  to 
bring  it  into  existence.  The  “Volga  Hotel  Stock  Company,”  of  which  H. 
Budlong  was  secretary,  had  a  nominal  capital  of  four  thousand  dollars.  For 
many  years  past  H.  S.  Canfield  has  owned  and  conducted  this  hotel  as  the 
principal  one  in  the  town. 

No  attempt  will  be  made  in  this  article  to  write  the  history  of  the  Upper 
Iowa  University,  since  that  subject  is  ably  and  fully  presented  in  a  special 
article  by  Prof.  J.  W.  Dickman,  D.  D.,  vice-president  of  the  institution;  the 
history  of  the  churches  and  public  schools  is  presented  in  like  manner  by  Rev. 
J.  L.  Paine,  A.  M.,  and  the  Masonic  history  ’will  be  found  in  the  general 
article  on  that  subject,  which  is  prepared  by  Hon.  D.  W.  Clements,  past  grand 
master  of  the  Masonic  jurisdiction  of  Iowa.  We  feel  that  these  three  important 
subjects  in  Fayette  history  are  in  good  hands,  and  that  the  facts  are  given  with 
fullness  and  accuracy.  The  newspapers  of  the  town  are  also  written  in  a 
special  article  on  the  Press  of  Fayette  County,  by  D.  H.  Talmadge;  but  one 
important  event  in  the  history  of  Fayette  journalism  has  occurred  since  Mr. 
Talmadge’s  article  was  written.  Reference  is  here  made  to  the  recent  consoli¬ 
dation  of  the  Fayette  Postal  Card  with  the  Fayette  Reporter,  and  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  a  company  to  enlarge  and  promote  the  interests  of  the  latter.  C.  F. 
Paine  is  the  secretary  and  manager  of  this  worthy  enterprise,  while  his  dis¬ 
tinguished  father,  with  years  of  experience  and  a  half  century’s  residence 
among  the  people  whose  interests  the  paper  serves,  is  a  valuable  ally.  The 
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Reporter  is  ably  edited  and  mechanically  perfect.  It  has  assumed  advanceed 

ground  in  the  field  of  country  journalism,  which  is  daily  adding  to  its  prestige 
and  popularity 

THE  CITY  OF  FAYETTE. 

The  town  of  Fayette,  laid  out  in  1855,  by  Samuel  H.  Robertson,  was  in¬ 
corporated  in  1874.  It  is  located  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  28,  on 
comparatively  level  bottom  land,  with  commanding  hills  overlooking  the  town 
site  from  almost  every  direction. 

This  is  a  city  of  homes  and  culture.  The  environments  of  the  University 
have  brought  people  to  the  town  for  the  better  education  of  their  families, 
and  few,  indeed,  are  the  citizens  of  the  place  who  have  not  at  some  time  at¬ 
tended  this  institution  of  higher  learning.  Many  of  the  graduates  of  this 
time-honored  institution  are  holding  honorable  positions  in  distant  states 
while  others  have  settled  down  to  life’s  duties  in  the  shadow  of  their  Alma 
Mater.  In  early  days  the  “Sem”  rather  overshadowed  the  public  schools  of 
the  place,  and  crippled  their  efficiency  by  enrolling  students  who  would  have  re¬ 
mained  in  the  high  school,  had  there  been  one  of  sufficient  caliber;  but  this 
disparity  has  long  since  been  corrected,  and  the  public  schools  of  Fayette  have 
been  advanced  to  the  class  of  the  best  accredited  high  schools.  Some  excellent 
instructors  have  been  employed  there  as  principals,  superintendents  and  sub¬ 
ordinate  teachers,  many  of  whom  have  been  graduates  of  the  Upper  Iowa 
University.  With  apologies  to  Mr.  Paine,  should  we  duplicate  any  portion 
of  his  article  on  schools,  we  append  the  following  statistics  and  general  in¬ 
formation  as  to  late  history  : 

F01  the  year  closing  July,  1909,  there  were  two  male  teachers  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Fayette  schools  at  an  average  salary  of  eighty  dollars  each  per 
month ;  there  were  six  female  teachers  employed  for  a  period  of  nine  months, 
the  duration  of  the  school  year,  these  receiving  an  average  salary  of  forty- 
eight  dollars  each  per  month.  The  number  of  pupils  of  school  age  (five  to 
twenty-one  years)  is  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  of  whom  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six  were  enrolled  in  the  schools,  and  made  a  total  average  daily  at¬ 
tendance,  in  all  departments,  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine.  The  average 
cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil  was  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  There 
were  thirteen  non-resident  pupils  enrolled,  from  whom  the  district  realized 
in  tuition  fees  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents. 
The  independent  district  owns  two  school  houses,  with  a  total  of  nine  rooms 
in  use.  The  estimated  value  of  the  buildings  is  twenty-two  thousand,  five 
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hundred  dollars.  The  school  apparatus  is  valued  at  four  hundred  dollars, 
and  there  are  six  hundred  and  twenty-six  volumes  in  the  school  libraries. 

The  names  of  the  distinguished  men  who  have  been  connected  with  the 
University  from  its  inception,  together  with  brief  mention  of  their  life  careers, 
appear  in  the  article  devoted  to  the  institution,  and  need  not  be  duplicated  here. 

COMMERCIAL  RECORD.  • 

The  development  of  Fayette  as  a  market  point  and  trade  center  was 
steady  and  permanent  from  the  time  the  building  of  the  University  was  fully 
assured.  It  has  always  sustained  a  number  of  good  stores,  two  or  more  hotels, 
and  numerous  private  boarding  house,  mechanical  shops  of  all  kinds,  several 
livery  stables,  extensive  lumbering  interests,  milling,  etc.  But  this  old  land¬ 
mark  (the  mill)  was  removed  by  fire  within  the  last  year,  it  being  then  the 
property  of  Mr.  Marvin,  an  old-time  sawyer  and  lumberman  a  mile  or  two  be¬ 
low  the  town.  For  a  number  of  years  past  the  product  of  this  mill  was  mostly 
feed  and  buckwheat  flour.  It  excelled  in  the  grinding  and  preparation  of  the 
last  named  commodity. 

Fayette  has  had  its  saloons  and  questionable  resorts;  but  the  tendency 
of  public  sentiment,  even  in  early  days,  was  towards  morality  and  sobriety, 
and  there  was  constant  warfare  between  the  two  elements  in  the  make-up  of 
the  town.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  constitutional  amendment  in  the  early 
eighties,  there  has  not  been  an  open  saloon  in  the  town. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  city  council  of  Fayette  was  held  April  21,  1874. 
The  city  officers  were  then  Chares  Hoyt,  mayor;  C.  W.  Sperry,  recorder; 
trustees,  R.  Gaynor,  E.  R.  Edmonds,  Adam  Fussell,  E.  Gregory  and  G.  F. 
Lyman.  Many  of  the  prominent  ladies  of  the  town  presented  a  petition  to 
the  council,  accompanied  by  an  oral  address  by  Miss  Mills,  asking  that  the 
council  do  not  license  any  saloons.  This  had  the  effect  of  delaying  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  question  until  the  next  meeting,  or  until  the  meeting  held  on  the 
second  of  June,  when  an  ordinance  licensing  the  sale  of  ale,  wine  and  beer 
was  passed,  four  members  of  the  council  voting  for  the  measure,  and  three 
against  it. 

The  sentiments  of  the  people  generally  were  expressed  on  this  subject 
as  closely  as  indicated  above,  one  party  winning  one  year,  and  the  other  the 
next,  during  the  years  in  which  it  was  considered  legal  to  license  the  liquor 
traffic.  There  was  a  temperance  organization  effected  in  1878,  called  the 
'‘Rechabite  Band,”  which  enlisted  the  membership  and  co-operation  of  over 
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eight  hundred  persons,  this  representing  a  general  temperance  wave  through¬ 
out  the  state,  and  doubtless  had  much  to  do  with  the  adoption  of  the  pro¬ 
hibitory  amendment  a  few  years  later. 

CEMETERY  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Fayette  Cemetery  Association  was  formed  in  1864,  the  organizing 
members  being  Dr.  D.  Alexander,  H.  W.  Waterbury,  William  Burch,  John 
A.  Griffith,  I.  W.  Comstock,  S.  H.  Robertson  and  E.  Gre  gory.  Doctor  Alex¬ 
ander  was  elected  president;  H.  W.  Waterbury,  secretary;  E.  Gregory,  treas¬ 
urer,  and  Edward  Cavanaugh,  sexton.  This  was  the  nucleus  to  the  present 
well-kept  and  beautiful  cemetery  from  whose  commanding  eminence  the 
beautiful  little  city  of  Fayette  appears  in  the  valley  beyond.  The  interments 
in  this  sacred  spot  in  the  year  1855  were:  Martha  Alexander,  J.  Buffington, 
Mrs.  Fulmer  and  son,  Mrs.  George  Walker,  Mrs.  Isaac  Templeton,  Mrs.  W. 
A.  Boughey,  and  Moses  Davis  and  daughter. 

When  the  railroad  reached  Fayette,  in  September,  1873,  the  town  en¬ 
tered  upon  a  new  era  of  development  which  has  been  unceasing.  New  in¬ 
dustries  were  launched,  or  old  ones  improved ;  new  and  better  homes  were 
built,  and  this  event  was  followed  by  very  extensive  building  and  improvement 
at  the  Upper  Iowa  University.  In  time  systems  of  water-works,  electric 
lights  and  fire  protection  were  installed,  and  a  strong  and  forceful  municipal 
government  instituted  and  perpetuated. 

For  several  years  Fayette  was  the  terminus  of  the  Davenport  &  St.  Paul 
railroad,  and  this  gave  the  city  some  prestige;  but  we  think  this  temporary 
advantage  was  overcome  by  the  extension  of  the  road  to  give  a  through  line 
of  communication  in  all  directions. 

BANKS  AND  BANKERS. 

Fayette  has  two  banking  institutions,  one  of  which  has  had  an  existence 
in  the  town  for  thirty-eight  years. 

One  of  the  sound  and  popular  banking  institutions  of  northern  Iowa 
is  the  State  Bank  of  Fayette.  It  was  first  organized  in  1872,  by  D.  C.  Sperry, 
who  was  later  joined  by  his  brother,  C.  W.  Sperry,  the  firm  being  known  as 
the  Sperry  Brothers.  This  firm  was  succeeded  by  Sperry  &  Davis,  and  then 
by  Daniel  Davis,  who  sold  the  bank,  in  1880,  to  S.  B.  Zeigler  &  Company, 
of  West  Union.  On  February  1,  1887,  Zeigler  &  Company  sold  it  to  Baker, 
Hoyt  &  Company,  who  continued  it  as  a  private  bank  until  April  1,  1901, 
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when  it  was  reorganized  as  the  State  Bank  of  Fayette,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars.  The  capital  is  now  forty  thousand  dollars 
with  a  surplus  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

Judge  W.  A.  Hoyt  was  president  of  the  reorganized  bank;  J.  A.  Clax- 
ton,  vice-president,  and  C.  R.  Carpenter,  cashier.  In  1903  Judge  Hoyt  died, 
and  Mr.  Claxton  became  president  and  Q.  C.  Babcock  became  vice-president. 
Following  are  the  directors :  Messrs.  Claxton,  Babcock,  Dr.  M.  Y.  Baker, 
John  Graff,  G.  B.  Finch,  George  A.  Davis,  Frank  Oelberg  and  A.  R.  Oel- 
berg,  both  of  Lima,  Iowa,  and  C.  R.  Carpenter. 

This  bank  has  elegant  and  substantial  quarters  in  one  of  the  best  busi¬ 
ness  locations  in  Fayette,  and  the  institution  is  so  conservatively  managed  and 
its  patrons  treated  with  such  courtesy  and  consideration  that  its  prestige  has 
continued  to  increase  with  the  years. 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Fayette,  which  was  incorporated  in  1910, 
numbers  on  its  list  of  stockholders  some  of  the  strongest  financiers  of  Fayette 
county.  It  began  business  in  its  own  splendid  building,  especially  constructed 
for  the  purpose,  on  December  1,  1909.  This  institution  already  has  heavy 
deposits  from  the  business  men  of  the  town  and  surrounding  country,  amount¬ 
ing  on  October  1,  1910,  to  fifty  thousand  dollars,  with  a  capital  stock  of  twen¬ 
ty-five  thousand  dollars.  These  are  the  days  when  nearly  eveiy  farmer  in 
Fayette  county  has  a  bank'  account,  large  or  small,  and  when  the  accommo¬ 
dations  of  these  monetary  institutions  are  appreciated  to  a  greater  degree 
than  ever  before.  Let  us  hope  that  the  old-time  habit  of  concealing  valuables 
in  beds  or  stockings  for  “safety”  (?)  has  been  superseded  by  the  establishment 
of  safe  and  reliable  banking  institutions  in  every  market  town.  The  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Fayette  is  fully  equipped  with  all  necessary  appliances  for  the 
protection  of  its  patrons,  not  only  in  the  care  of  their  cash  and  jewelry,  but  in 
the  protection  and  preservation  of  valuable  papers,  as  well.  A  general  bank¬ 
ing  business  is  here  transacted ;  also  buying  and  selling  of  foreign  and  do¬ 
mestic  exchange.  The  official  directory  of  this  institution  is  as  follows : 
President,  W.  N.  Clothier;  vice-president,  M.  J.  Hartman;  cashier,  F.  E. 
Finch  ;  directors,  W.  N.  Clothier,  Alf.  Hanson,  Theo  Miehe,  F.  E.  Sanders, 
G.  S.  Hartman,  W.  B.  Stevenson,  M.  H.  Fussell,  M.  J.  Hartman  and  V.  E. 
Dye. 

FRATERNAL  ORGANIZATIONS. 

There  are  several  fraternal  organizations  in  the  city  of  Fayette  besides 
the  two  prominent  Masonic  bodies,  as  represented  in  the  general  history  of 
Freemasonry  in  the  county. 
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Warner  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  was  established  by  the  sol- 
c  ier  population  in  the  early  eighties,  and  mustered  a  working  membership 
01  a  nU™,ber  of  ^ears  the  meetings  were  attended  with  great  interest,  and  ev- 
ery  ex-soldier  within  a  radius  of  several  miles  of  the  town  was  mustered  into 
1  relatlons-  The  post  was  never  strong,  numerically,  there  being  but  com¬ 
paratively  few  soldiers  within  its  jurisdiction,  but  great  activity  prevailed 
among  those  who  were  instrumental  in  bringing  it  into  existence ;  and  these 
combined  with  the  efforts  of  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps,  aroused  a  sentiment 
a\  oi  able  to  the  old  soldier  and  his  interests,  which  survives  the  existence  of 
the  organization.  Many  of  the  members  have  answered  the  last  roll-call- 
some  in  distant  lands  and  most  of  the  survivors  are  burdened  with  the  wei°-ht 
of  years  and  the  infirmities  resulting  from  early-life  exposures  and  hardships. 

e  be  ieve  a  nomirial  organization  is  kept  up,  but  soon  the  “time  limit”  will 
annul  even  that  poor  satisfaction. 

A  lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  has  existed  in  the 
town  since  the  early  eighties  and  has  enrolled  in  its  membership  many  of  the 
prominent  men  of  the  town  and  community.  Some  of  the  charter  members 
of  this  organization  received  the  preliminary  work  at  the  Randalia  lod°-e, 
y  hich  preceded  it  in  existence  by  a  few  months. 

There  are  various  fraternal  and  literary  organizations  connected  with 
the  Upper  Iowa  University  which  have  had  an  existence  almost  from  the 
founding  of  the  institution.  There  are  separate  organizations  for  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  though  their  deliberations  may  be  attended  by  both  sexes,  under 
certain  conditions.  No  doubt  these  societies  have  had  much  to  do  in  de¬ 
veloping  the  literary  and  oratorical  ability  which  has  long  distinguished  the 
students  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University.  Some  of  its  graduates  have  achieved 
great  piominence  in  the  lecture  field,  in  the  pulpit  and  as  barristers. 


INSURANCE. 

Fayette  was  the  official  home  of  the  Farmers’  Mutual  Insurance  organi¬ 
zation  at  its  inception,  and  some  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  place  have 
continued  as  members  of  the  official  board  from  the  organization  to  the 
present.  It  was  also  the  official  headquarters  of  the  long  since  defunct  Home 
Insurance  Company,  which  came  into  existence  in  1864,  but  was  reorganized 
in  1869  under  the  name  of  the  Fayette  Home  Insurance  Company.  Many 
prominent  men  of  that  day  were  concerned  in  its  reorganization,  among 
whom  were  Professor  Brush,  Rev.  H.  S.  Brunson,  Rev.  John  Webb  Elmer 
Allen,  Hi  ram  Sweet  and  others. 
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Back  of  the  first  organization,  and  permeating  the  new,  were  some  vi¬ 
sionary  conditions  not  understood  by  the  inexperienced  men  who  were  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  reorganization,  and  these  led  to  interminable  trouble.  Finally, 
the  Chicago  fire  of  1871  drove  the  concern  into  liquidation  and  final  bank¬ 
ruptcy,  but  the  Fayette  end  of  the  company  paid  all  of  its  legal  obligations. 
Their  assets  were  represented  by  dearly  bought  experience. 

Several  fraternal  insurance  societies  have  had  an  existence  in  Fayette, 
some  of  which  have  been  continuing  institutions  from  'which  much  benefit 
has  accrued.  One  of  these  is  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  Fay¬ 
ette  Lodge  No.  80  being  instituted  in  1876.  Of  the  original  membership 
of  sixteen,  but  few  are  now  living,  though  they  represented  the  prominent 
business  and  professional  men  of  that  day. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 


WINDSOR  TOWNSHIP. 

Though  this  township  was  not  formally  organized  until  1854,  entries  of 
land  were  made  theie  about  as  early  as  in  any  of  the  northern  townships. 
David  Downs  entered  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  5  on  the  8th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  1849,  and  J.  R.  Eddy  entered  land  in  the  same  locality  on  the  21st 
of  November,  1849.  The  township  was  surveyed  by  Guy  H.  Carlton  in 
August,  1848,  and  subdivided  by  William  H.  Merritt  in  October  of  the  same 
yeai.  But  the  development  of  the  western  and  southern  portions  was  tardy, 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  wet  land  and  distance  to  timber.  The  territory 
was  mostly  rolling  prairie  land,  with  some  level  tracts  of  considerable  ex¬ 
tent,  and  many  granite  boulders  of  large  dimensions.  Some  of  the  early 
settleis  lost  theii  lives  by  being  crushed  in  an  effort  ff>  bury  these  obstructions 
below  the  leach  of  the  plow.  But  these  boulders  were  a  characteristic  of  the 
prairie  townships  generally,  and  have  been  utilized,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
by  blasting  them  and  using  the  broken  pieces  in  under-pinning  houses  and 
building  basement  walls.  They  possess  two  crowning  virtues  for  such  use, 
viz :  durability  and  beauty. 

Much  sloughy  land  in  this  township  (as  in  others)  was  subdued  by  the 
cultivation  of  flax,  which  for  a  number  of  years  was  employed  for  this  pur¬ 
pose,  the  seed  being'  marketable  at  good  prices.  No  effort  was  ever  made,  in 
this  locality,  to  utilize  the  fiber,  except  as  roofing  for  sheds,  for  which  pur¬ 
pose  it  is  said  to  have  excelled  prairie  grass. 

With  but  few  exceptions,  the  first  settlers  in  this  township  located  in 
the  noithern  pait,  being  thus  near  the  Auburn  timber,  and  at  the  same  time 
on  the  most  rolling  land.  For  the  same  reasons  the  eastern  part  was  the 
next  choice,  and  the  settlement  of  the  southern  and  western  sections  was 
delayed  until  the  last.  But  there  were  a  few  very  early  settlers  who  located 
west  of  the  center  of  the  township,  and  some  near  the  western  border.  A  post- 
office  was  established  at  Hawkeye  in  1869,  with  the  late  D.  D.  T.  Hull  as 
postmaster.  Mr.  Hull  had  four  sons,  George,  Alphonzo,  Frank  P.  and 
Thomas,  who  were  early  land-owners  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Hawkeye  post- 
office  of  early  days.  Thomas  Cumming  was  the  successor  of  D.  D.  T.  Hull 
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as  postmaster,  and  held  the  office  for  several  years  before  the  town  of  Hawk- 
eye  was  founded.  James  Burrell,  Peter  Burger,  J.  A.  Hull  and  Thomas 
Gumming  had  farm  homes  near  the  site  chosen  for  the  town,  but  not  on 
the  original  location. 

The  Windsor  postoffice  was  established  in  1853,  first  on  section  5,  but 
subject  to  removal  to  other  farm  homes,  as  the  postmasters  were  changed. 
It  was  discontinued  with  the  introduction  of  the  rural  free  delivery  system. 
This  office  was  discontinued  in  1868  and  re-established  in  1869.  The  names 
of  the  first  postmasters  are  also  a  quite  complete  record  of  the  early  settlers 
in  that  part  of  the  township,  and  for  the  double  information  conveyed,  they 
are  given  here :  David  Downs  'was  the  first  postmaster,  appointed  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1853 ;  he  was  succeeded  by  Horace  C.  Wood,  in  March,  1855 ;  Wood  was 
followed  by  James  Johnson,  Brinson  W.  Slocum,  Byram  Craft,  Charles  A. 
Sawyer,  Ovram  Pratt,  W.  M.  Elmer  and  Charles  S.  Waite. 

Brinson  W.  Slocum  laid  out  the  “town  of  Windsor’’  on  section  9,  and 
had  the  plat  recorded  in  1856,  but  the  hopes  of  the  founders  were  never  real¬ 
ized.  It  was  only  a  “paper”  town. 

The  first  election  in  Windsor  township  was  held  at  the  Austin  school 
house,  April  3,  1854.  James  Austin,  George  W.  Campbell  and  David  H. 
Downs  were  elected  judges  of  the  election,  and  Isaac  Howe  and  David 
Downs  were  the  clerks.  Oliver  A.  Brown  and  David  H.  Downs  were  elected 
justices  of  the  peace;  Thomas  Turner,  Andrew  Woodson  and  Robert  Dutcher, 
trustees;  Rhodolphus  Eddy  and  George  W.  Thomas,,  constables;  Wash¬ 
ington  Cory,  township  clerk,  and  Isaac  Howe,  township  assessor. 

The  first  action  of  the  trustees  was  to  divide  the  township  into  two  road 
districts,  Jerome  Millard  being  the  supervisor  in  the  east  half  and  Orrison 
Wickham  had  official  control  of  the  west  half. 

Since  there  are  no  streams  of  importance  in  this  township,  the  building 
of  the  pioneer  mill  within  its  borders  was  not  among'  the  early  features  of 
material  development.  But  the  mills  at  West  Union,  “Bloomertown,” 
Auburn  and  Gouldsburg  were  within  easy  reach  from  the  eastern  and  northern 
boundaries,  and  not  at  “impossible”  distances  from  any  part  of  the  township. 

For  a  great  many  years  after  the  settlement  began,  West  Union  and 
Auburn  were  the  only  trading  places  for  a  large  area  of  the  county,  including 
Banks,  Bethel,  Eden  and  Windsor  townships,  unless  the  people  preferred  to 
go  outside  of  the  county  to  Lawler  or  Sumner,  each  in  a  different  county.  A 
trip  to  the  market  town,  to  mill,  or  to  the  timber,  meant  for  most  of  them  a 
long  and  tedious  day’s  work ;  and  though  the  road  was  a  comparatively  level 
one,  it  was  fraught  with  dangers,  both  in  summer  and  winter.  In  the  former. 
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by  reason  of  many  impassable  sloughs  which  were  a  menace  to  public  travel, 
especially  with  loaded  teams;  and  in  winter,  the  land  being  largely  unfenced, 
there  was  danger  of  being  driven  out  of  the  course  by  blinding  snow  storms, 
since  the  travel  seldom  followed  any  regular  track,  for  the  reason  previously 
mentioned. 

But  these  pioneer  hardships  and  dangers  have  been  largely  superseded  by 
the  better  conditions  which  have  been  ushered  in  by  the  wheels  of  progress. 
It  is  doubtful  if  there  is  today  an  unfenced  forty  of  land  in  Windsor  town¬ 
ship,  or  one  without  some  improvement  on  it.  The  formerly  wet  land  has 
dried  out  under  cultivation,  which  causes  more  rapid  evaporation,  while  the 
decrease  in  the  annual  amount  of  rain  fall  has  done  the  rest.  Windsor  town¬ 
ship  compares  favorably  today  with  the  best  in  the  county.  Its  farm  homes, 
splendid  barns,  fine  cultivated  fields  and  herds  of  fine  stock,  all  indicate  the 
thrift  and  industry  which  are  essential  to  such  development. 

EARLY  SETTLERS. 

The  early  settlers  of  this  township  represented  nearly  every  European 
country,  as  well  as  many  American  states.  But  the  Germans  now  predomi¬ 
nate.  and  many  of  that  nationality  were  among  the  first  settlers.  John  G. 
Belschner  came  in  1855;  Michael  Bopp  located  on  the  Bopp  homestead,  north 
of  Hawkeye,  in  1854;  William  Bravener,  a  native  of  England,  came  in  1861 ; 
Oliver  A.  Brown  settled  in  Windsor  township  in  1849;  William  Burling  came 
to  Windsor  township  in  1856;  James  Burrell,  a  Scotchman,  settled  here  in 
1856;  A.  B.  Carpenter  came  to  the  county  in  i860,  and  to  his  late  residence 
in  Windsor  a  year  later;  William  Colby  settled  on  his  Windsor  township 
farm  in  1862;  Arthur  Crawford  was  there  in  1867;  Hance  Cumming  located 
on  the  old  Cumming  homestead  in  1854;  Thomas  Cumming  was  here  in  1865, 
settling  in  Windsor  at  the  close  of  the  Civil  war;  John  Deitel  came  to  the  town¬ 
ship  in  1855,  and  John  N.  Deitel  came  the  same  year  (both  were  natives  of 
Germany)  ;  Andrew  Doty  came  to  Windsor  in  1859,  and  was  one  of  the  few 
who  enlisted  from  that  township  during  the  Civil  war;  Robert  Dutcher  was 
a  resident  of  Windsor  in  1851 ;  Ira  and  Eugene  Goodspeed  located  in  Wind¬ 
sor  township  in  1857;  James  Graham  came  at  the  close  of  the  war,  as  did 
D.  W.  Wilbur,  brother-in-law;  each  served  his  country  in  organizations 
from  another  state;  Oliver  P.  Henderson  came  in  1857;  Robert  C.  Hughes, 
a  native  of  Ireland,  came  to  Windsor  in  1853;  P.  R.  Ketchum,  another  Wind¬ 
sor  township  soldier,  came  in  1858,  and  his  father,  E.  R.  Ketchum,  came  a 
year  later;  George  W.  Kibbe  located  in  this  township  in  1858;  Nicholas 
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Koehler  came  in  1855,  and  Joseph  Mitchell,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  came  the 
same  year;  David  Minich  and  his  son,  Sterling  C.,  came  to  Windsor  township 
in  1852;  John  Martin,  a  Bavarian,  came  in  1854;  George  Reissner  located  in 
the  township  in  1855;  Absalom  Rosier,  whose  father  located  in  Dover  town¬ 
ship  in  1849,  a  native  of  Fayette  county,  born  in  1855.  He  has  long  been 
a  prominent  farmer  in  Windsor  township.  Adkins  J.  Morton,  a  Vermont 
soldier,  located  in  Windsor  at  the  close  of  the  war;  Ransom  S.  Niles  was  a 
Windsor  soldier  and  early  settler;  George  Schrack  located  in  this  township 
in  1859;  Jacob  Schlatter  came  in  1856,  and  Nathan  Shaw  came  ten  years 
later;  John  Spitzbart  came  to  the  township  in  1855;  Henry  Stewart  came  in 
1855,  and  Thomas  Swale  was  here  a  year  previously;  A.  Y.  Whitmore  came 
to  Windsor  township  in  1854. 

- 

RAILROADS.  I 

The  building  of  the  two  railroads,  which  cross  each  other  a  half  mile 
south  of  the  Windsor  township  line,  and  radiate  to  the  northeast  and  north¬ 
west,  across  the  southern  half  of  the  township,  undoubtedly  stimulated  de¬ 
velopment  and  hastened  the  improvement  of  that  section  of  the  township. 

They  also  were  the  means  of  establishing  two  trading  places  within  easy  reach 
of  the  residents  of  the  township,  one  of  which  is  the  handsome  and  prosper¬ 
ous  town  of  Hawkeye.  The  other  is  Donnan,  at  the  junction  of  the  Daven¬ 
port  and  St.  Paul  and  the  Decorah  branch  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & 

Pacific.  The  first  mentioned  has  three  and  twenty-nine-hundredths  miles  of 
track  in  Windsor  township,  while  the  latter  has  two  and  sixty-five-hundredths 
miles.  These  are  assessed  for  taxation  purposes  at  four  thousand  dollars 
and  four  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  per  mile,  respectively. 

THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Windsor  township  always  manifested  great  interest  in  the  schools,  and 
usually  pays  as  much  in  teachers’  salaries  as  any  other  district  township  in  the 
county.  As  a  result  of  this  liberality,  good  teachers  were  generally  secured, 
and  when  one  was  found,  his  (or  her)  services  were  retained  from  term  to 
term.  There  are  eight  sub-districts  in  the  township,  each  having  eight  months 
school  during  the  year.  During  the  school  year  closing  in  July,  1909,  female 
teachers  were  employed  in  these  schools  at  an  average  salary  of  thirty-six 
dollars  and  fifty-six  cents  per  month.  Of  two  hundred  and  forty-three  per¬ 
sons  in  the  township  entitled  to  school  privileges,  one  hundred  and  ninety-one 
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were  enrolled  in  the  schools  and  made  a  total  average  daily  attendance  of  one 
hundred  twelve.  The  average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil  en¬ 
rolled  was  two  dollars  and  sixty-one  cents.  The  eight  school  houses  are 
valued  at  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  supplied  with  appa¬ 
ratus  valued  at  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  with  five  hundred  and  eleven 
volumes  in  the  district  libraries. 

For  many  years  a  parochial  school  has  been  taught  at  the  Lutheran 
church,  near  the  center  of  the  township,  by  the  pastors  in  charge.  This  de¬ 
tracts  somewhat  from  the  average  daily  attendance  m  the  public  schools,  as 
the  enrollment  is  drawn  almost  entirely  from  Windsor  township.  It  has  been 
the  pm  pose  in  years  past  to  open  the  parochial  school  at  a  time  when  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  were  closed;  but  this  has  not  always  been  possible. 

PATRONS  OF  HUSBANDRY. 

i873,  when  the  Grange  movement  was  at  its  height,  Hawkeye  Grange 
No.  1083  was  instituted  at  the  Center  school  house.  Thirty  charter  members 
were  enrolled,  and  constant  additions  were  made  to  the  membership  unt'l  it 
became  a  very  strong  organization;  but  membership  among  the  Windsor  farm¬ 
ers  was  not  universal.  The  German  Lutherans,  of  whom  there  are  many, 
stood  aloof,  on  religious  grounds.  A  co-operative  store  was  established  at 
Eden,  a  point  near  enough  centrally  located  to  accommodate  the  four  north¬ 
west  townships.  It  labored  under  some  disadvantages,  in  that  the  village 
was  remote  from  any  railroad,  and  produce  and  merchand’se  had  to  be  hauled 
with  teams  to  and  from  the  railroad  points.  Yet,  with  all  these  disadvantages, 
it  was  a  strong  competitor  and  generally  successful  in  holding  the  farmers’ 
trade.  This  enterprise  was  under  the  management  of  George  L.  Noble,  a  well 
known  pioneer  in  the  county.  He  is  now  retired  in  the  fullness  of  years,  and 
living  in  West  Union.  The  Grange  movement  gradually  died  out,  but  not 
until  it  had  stimulated  county,  state  and  national  politics  to  the  recognition  of 
some  much  needed  reforms  and  prompted  legislation  thereon. 

A  very  generous  distribution  of  telephone  accommodations  are  found  in 
Windsor  township,  there  being  forty-five  and  a  quarter  miles  distributed  over 
the  territory.  This  exceeds  the  average  mileage  for  the  entire  county  (twenty- 
two  townships)  by  about  seven  miles,  and  at  the  same  time  is  an  indication  of 
the  progress  and  “fore-handedness”  of  the  people.  If  times  were  hard,  and 
money  scarce,  about  the  first  “luxury”  that  would  be  discarded  would  be  the 
telephone.  And  yet  it  is  a  present-day  convenience  unknown  to  the  pioneers, 
and  thought  to  be  a  visionary  experiment  up  to  the  seventies.  It  brings  the 
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people  in  touch  with  each  other,  with  the  news  of  the  community,  with  the 
market  reports,  the  gossip  of  the  neighborhood,  and  the  news  of  the  outside 
world,  with  but  little  effort  and  trifling  expense.  Three  companies  absorb  the 
business  of  Windsor,  the  Iowa  Telephone  Company,  the  Hurmence  Company 
and  the  Hawkeye  Telephone  Company,  the  two  last  mentioned  having  over 
thirtv-six  miles  of  the  system. 

TOWN  OF  HAWKEYE. 

It  is  difficult  to  follow  the  development  of  this  now  prominent  and  pros¬ 
perous  town.  It  had  its  inception  at  the  building  of  the  Davenport  &  St.  Paul 
branch  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad  through  the  southwest 
corner  of  Windsor  township,  in  1878.  The  land  upon  which  the  principal 
part  of  the  town  is  now  located  was  then  a  piece  of  wet  meadow  land,  con¬ 
sidered  unsafe  for  mowing  purposes,  except  under  the  most  favorable  weather 
conditions.  The  eighty-acre  tract  was  inclosed  with  a  tumbled-down  smooth 
wire  fence.  To  the  north  of  this,  in  a  field  and  distant  from  the  road,  was 
the  pioneer  home  of  Peter  Burger;  to  the  northeast,  and  on  a  road  running 
north  and  south,  was  the  home  of  Thomas  Cumming,  and  the  Hawkeye  post- 
office;  south  of  Cumming,  and  on  a  road  running  east,  was  the  farm  home  of 
J.  A.  Hull,  and  west  of  the  eighty-acre  tract  previously  mentioned  was  the  pio¬ 
neer  home  of  James  Burrell.  These  residences,  separated  by  from  forty  rods 
to  half  a  mile,  constituted  all  there  was  of  Hawkeye  in  1878,  and  none  of  these, 
except  Burger,  was  on  the  site  selected  for  the  town.  D.  W.  Wilbur’s  land 
came  up  to  the  southern  edge  of  the  eighty,  but  was  separated  by  a  road ;  and 
his  house  was  a  mile  farther  south.  That  the  place  was  considered  of  little 
importance  is  emphasized  by  the  fact  that  the  only  meeting  place  for  the  com¬ 
munity  was  at  the  Hull  school  house,  a  mile  and  a  quarter  north,  or  at  the 
Graham  school  house,  about  the  same  distance  south.  These  conditions  pre¬ 
vailed  until  Hawkeye  had  become  quite  a  village,  and  even  then  its  first  school 
house  was  located  in  the  town  by  legal  process,  the  township  board  of  directors 
assuming  that  its  school  interests  were  well  provided  for  at  the  old  Hull  school 
house. 

But  energy  and  push  predominated  from  the  first,  and  when  it  was  known 
that  a  station  would  be  located  at  this  point,  a  trading  place  and  grain  market 
sprang  into  existence,  almost  in  a  night.  Soon  a  hotel  followed,  with  other 
stores,  mechanical  shops,  livery  stable,  lumber  yard,  a  creamery,  more  stores, 
a  bank,  and  finally  two  banks,  churches,  a  fine  school  building  of  four  rooms. 
And  during  these  years  of  business  progression,  the  people  were  kept  busy 
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in  building  homes,  laying  out  and  improving  streets,  making  side-walks,  at¬ 
tending  to  drainage  and  sewerage,  and  the  multitudinous  duties  involved  in 
building  up  a  new  town,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Finally 
they  needed  a  newspaper  to  tell  of  the  public  achievements.  For  a 
time  Hawkeye  and  Waucoma  used  the  same  paper,  with  the  publication  end 
at  the  last  named  place ;  but  this  was  not  an  altogether  satisfactory  arrangement 
and  the  Hawkeye  Beacon  was  brought  into  existence,  and  this  is  the  news 
oiacle  of  the  town  at  present.  Will  N.  Rogers,  a  native  of  the  adjoining 
township  of  Eden,  is  the  editor  and  publisher,  and  under  his  able  management 
the  papei  has  kept  pace  with  the  town  in  the  matter  of  development  and  in¬ 
fluence. 

EARLY  AND  PRESENT  BUSINESS  MEN. 

The  business  men  who  came  to  Hawkeye  in  its  early  history,  and  who 
have  become  identified  with  its  progress  are,  as  now  remembered :  S.  H.  and 
O.  N.  Beyans,  grain,  stock  and  banking;  Thomas  Cumming,  justice  of  the  peace 
and  merchant;  H.  R.  Palmer  and  his  brother,  J.  E.,  general  merchandise,  and 
in  early  days,  extensively  engaged  in  the  butter  business,  buying  the  unsalted 
product,  working  and  shipping,  in  connection  with  the  mercantile  business. 
During  six  years  that  H.  R.  Palmer  was  county  clerk,  his  brother  J.  E.  man- 
aged  lus  stoie,  aftei  which  he  went  into  business  on  his  own  account,  was 
postmaster  several  years,  and  sold  out  his  business  and  resigned  the  office, 
to  go  into  business  elsewhere.  He  is  now  at  Campbell,  California.  H.  R. 
still  continues  the  mercantile  business  so  early  established.  Another  very 
early  and  extensive  general  merchandise  business  was  carried  on  for  years  by 
A.  J.  Sible,  now  deceased.  N.  Jacobs  was  an  early  merchant,  the  business 
still  continuing.  Charles  Munson  was  the  first  and  only  harness  dealer  while 
he  remained  in  business.  A.  S.  Hathaway  started  a  blacksmith  shop  and  gen¬ 
eral  repair  business  in  an  early  day,  establishing  a  wind-mill  for  propelling 
power.  His  brother,  U.  M.,  is  in  the  insurance  and  general  agency  business ; 
and  is  also  the  only  jeweler  in  the  town.  C.  M.  Lockwood  and  G.  E.  Hennio- 
were  early  grain  buyers,  long  since  gone  from  the  community,  and  Mr.  Hen- 
nig  is  dead.  A.  A.  Pooler  was  one  of  the  first  hotel  keepers,  and  he  operated 
a  small  jewelry  business  in  connection.  M.  V.  Henderson,  Sr.,  was  Pooler’s 
successor  in  the  hotel  business,  he  having  enlarged  and  modernized  the  original 
building,  and  has  conducted  the  only  hotel  in  the  town  almost  continuously 
for  thirty  years.  M.  V.  Henderson,  Jr.,  the  only  son  of  the  above  mentioned, 
was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Fayette  county,  and  grew  to  young  manhood 
around  his  father’s  hotel.  At  the  organization  of  the  Bank  of  Hawkeye,  by 
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the  Bevans  Brothers,  he  Was  made  the  first  cashier,  and  has  continued  in  that 
position  ever  since.  This  is  now  the  First  State  Bank  of  Hawkeye,  with  S. 
H.  Bevans  as  president.  The  Bopp  Brothers  opened  a  banking  institution 
which  has  recently  been  merged  into  the  First  National  Bank  of  Hawkeye, 
with  C.  W.  Bopp,  president.  The  reader  is  referred  to  the  personal  biogra¬ 
phies  of  the  presidents  of  these  institutions  for  further  details ;  also  for  the 
history  of  the  Free  Public  Library  established  in  the  town  by  C.  W.  Bopp. 
The  organization  of  the  three  churches  in  the  place,  the  building  of  the  houses 
of  worship,  and  general  information  regarding  them,  will  be  found  in  the 
special  articles  on  the  denominations  represented.  W.  G.  Hurd,  a  near-by 
farmer,  was  early  on  the  ground  as  a  hardware  and  furniture  dealer  and  still 
continues.  George  W.  Ward,  now  deceased,  'was  in  the  livery  business  in 
Hawkeye  in  early  days,  and  his  son,  George  Ward,  also-  deceased,  was  among 
the  first  to  engage  in  the  transfer  business  and  general  teaming.  Charles  Frei¬ 
berg  succeeded  to  the  Ward  livery  business  and  still  continues.  Graham  & 
Shank,  of  West  Union,  established  a  lumber  business  in  the  town,  and  this 
has  been  conducted,  either  by  a  member  of  the  firm  or  a  local  representative, 
since  the  founding  of  the  town.  Mr.  Parsons,  of  Maynard,  conducted  a 
lumber  business  in  Hawkeye  for  a  short  time ;  otherwise  Graham  &  Shank 
have  been  alone  in  the  occupancy  of  the  field.  A  stock  company,  with  a  local 
representative  or  two,  opened  a  general  stock  of  merchandise  in  the  brick 
store  building,  which  was  erected,  we  understand,  for  this  purpose.  It  was 
the  first  brick  building  erected  for  mercantile  purposes,  though  the  Bopp 
Brothers  Company,  a  corporation  formed  for  the  promotion  of  building'  inter¬ 
ests  and  material  development,  own  several  other  brick  buildings  at  present, 
one  of  which  is  the  modern  home  of  the  First  National  Bank.  Mr.  Ossman 
was  the  first  shoemaker — still  in  business ;  and  the  Burkharts  were  early  in 
the  mercantile  business.  John  Belschner  was  an  early  resident  and  business 
man  in  the  place.  Byron  Mabon  and  Ed.  R.  Clark  were  early  stock  dealers, 
and  D.  W.  Wilbur  has  been  engaged,  more  or  less,  in  the  grain  and  stock 
business  since  Hawkeye  was  founded.  Some  of  his  land,  at  the  southwestern 
extremity  of  the  town,  has  been  platted  and  sold  for  building  purposes.  Mr. 
Wilbur  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  land-owners  in  the  township,  and  is  a  man 
who  has  to  be  well  known  to  be  appreciated.  He  is  a  generous,  warm-hearted 
friend,  but  an  uncompromising  enemy.  T.  N.  Carnall  has  been  the  station 
agent  at  Hawkeye  for  many  years,  and  has  become  thoroughly  identified  with 
the  social,  fraternal  and  literary  functions  of  the  place,  as  well  as  an  active 
business  man  whose  interests  are  varied  and  extensive.  John  Schlagel  has 
long  been  identified  with  the  lumber  business  of  Graham  &  Shank,  and  is  an 
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active  and  useful  citizen  of  the  community.  John  Shales  and' A.  B.  Peters 
have  been  interested  in  the  development  of  the  place  from  early  days — the 
formei  as  a  caipenter  and  builder,  and  the  latter  as  a  merchant  and  postmaster. 
John  B.  Palmer  is  an  extensive  contractor  and  builder— a  son  of  Caleb  M. 
Palmer,  an  early  resident  of  the  county,  who  spent  his  last  years  on  a  Windsor 
township  faim.  I.  G.  Chamberlain  was  one  of  the  first  hardware  merchants 
in  the  place,  and  J.  C.  Foot  was  among'  the  first  in  the  restaurant  business. 
Later  Mr.  Foot  was  identified  with  other  lines  of  business.  Michael  Riley,  a 
student  of  the  wiitei  s  foity  years  ag'o,  has  been  the  section  foreman  almost 
from  the  building  of  the  road,  and  is  an  old  settler  in  Hawkeye.  His  wife, 
who  was  Mary  Cassaday,  and  a  student  in  the  same  school  with  her  husband, 
is  conducting  a  lestaurant  in  the  town.  Chris.  Iveegan  was  early  in  the  saloon 
business  in  Hawkeye,  but  removed  to  Westgate  where  he  now  lives,  a  law- 
abiding  and  respected  citizen.  V.  S.  Webb  was  the  first  druggist  in  the  place, 
and  his  wife,  Minnie  (Eastman)  Webb,  was  the  first  music  teacher.  Other 
druggists  have  been  Walker,  Foote,  Fisher,  Brooks,  all  continuing  the  first 
and  only  store. 

Hawkeye  is  the  home  of  quite  a  number  of  retired  farmers  who  have 
built  comfortable  homes  and  added  to  the  general  growth  and  prosperity  of 
the  town.  Among  the  first  of  these  were  the  McGoon  brothers,  R.  F.  and 
Albert,  who  soon  became  interested  in  various  lines  of  business,  but  principally 
in  stock  and  grain.  G.  W.  Chamberlain,  a.  very  early  pioneer  in  Bethel  town- 
ship,  wheie  he  owns  a  large  and  valuable  farm,  is  living  in  Hawkeye  enjoying 
a  well-earned  respite  from  the  active  labors  which  characterized  his  earlier 
life.  Gurnsey  Smith  is  another  retired  farmer  whose  productive  years  were 
fraught  with  success,  and  who  is  now  enjoying'  the  comforts  of  his  fine  home 
in  the  western  edge  of  town.  C.  A.  Weed  and  William  H.  Barnett  retired 
from  their  farms  and  located  in  Hawkeye,  but  were  not  permitted  to  long 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  earlier  labors  and  self  denials,  both  being  deceased.  John 
D.  Dooley,  a  retired  farmer  from  Center  township,  and  a  representative  of  the 
first  company  organized  in  Fayette  county  for  the  Civil  war,  is  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Hawkeye.  Frank  van  Bogart  is  another  veteran  soldier  retired  from 
the  farm  and  living  in  Hawkeye.  James  H.  Blunt  may  be  classed  as  a  retired 
farmer,  though  his  activity  in  the  superintendence  of  his  farms  and  stock  busi¬ 
ness  rather  contradicts  the  imputation.  No  doubt  there  are  several  others 
whose  names  should  appear  in  the  list  of  business  men  or  retired  farmers 
whose  investments  and  business  interests  have  done  as  much  for  the  town  and 
community  as  any  that  are  mentioned,  and  we  must  apologize  to  them  for  the 
unintentional  omission. 
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The  town  of  Hawkeye  was  incorporated  on  the  15th  of  April,  1895,  since 
which  time  most  of  the  systematic  work  in  grading  and  street  improvement 
has  been  done.  The  main  street  of  the  town,  which  runs  east  and  west,  is 
handsomely  built  up  on  both  sides  for  nearly  a  mile,  and  is  macadamized  for 
the  greater  part  of  this  distance.  Upon  this  street  the  principal  business 
houses,  banks  and  the  hotel  are  located.  There  are  also  some  handsome  resi¬ 
dences  located  to  the  east  and  west  of  the  business  center.  But  the  principal 
residence  district  is  on  the  cross  streets,  or  on  a  parallel  street  to  the  north. 
The  school  house  and  Methodist  Episcopal  church  are  located  on  the  latter. 
The  Catholic  church  on  the  main  street,  and  the  German  Lutheran  at  the  south¬ 
west  corner  of  town. 

A  handsome  little  park  adorns  the  south  side  of  the  street,  for  a  block  or 
more,  at  the  business  center,  this  being  established,  for  the  most  part,  on  rail¬ 
road  lands.  It  is  a  cozy  resort,  in  hot  weather,  for  the  women  and  children, 
and  most  of  the  out-door  gatherings  of  the  people  are  held  there. 

The  ladies  of  Hawkeye  are  mostly  of  a  literary  turn  of  mind,  and  have 
given  much  appreciated  entertainments,  especially  in  connection  with 
the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  They  have  re¬ 
cently  organized  a  History  and  Travel  Club  which  promises  to  be  an  important 
acquisition  to  the  literary  annals  of  the  town. 

FRATERNAL  SOCIETIES. 

Hawkeye  has  three  principal  lodges,  besides  the  usual  complement  of 
fraternal  insurance  organizations,  some  of  which  maintain  a  regular  local 
organization,  while  others  operate  only  through  local  officials  who  attend  to 
the  financial  business  of  collecting  assessments,  etc. 

Hawkeye  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  was  the  first  fraternal  or¬ 
ganization  in  the  town.  It  mustered  a  good  membership,  having  a  large  area 
from  which  to  collect  them,  and  had  a  prosperous  existence  for  many  years. 
In  1891  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Layette  County  Veterans’  Association  was 
held  at  Hawkeye,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  post. 
But  deaths,  removals  and  the  decrepitude  of  old  soldiers,  generally  have  com¬ 
mitted  sad  havoc  with  the  organization,  and  the  few  continuing  members 
have  united  with  the  post  at  West  Union,  from  which  the  charter  members  for 
the  Hawkeye  organization  Were  originally  transferred. 

Relief  Lodge  No.  138,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Lellows,  was  organ¬ 
ized  under  favorable  auspices,  by  G.  W.  Litch,  district  deputy  grand  master, 
assisted  by  a  large  delegation  of  visiting  brethren  from  Round  Grove,  Ran- 
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dalia  and  Auburn  lodges.  Thirty-five  candidates  were  initiated,  the  lodge 
officers  elected  and  installed,  and  a  fine  banquet  fully  discussed.  This  organ¬ 
ization  grew  strong  and  prosperous,  having  the  field  of  fraternalism  entirely 
to  itself  for  ten  years  or  more.  It  was  a  live,  working  lodge  during  its 
years  of  activity,  and  still  maintains  its  organization  with  a  fair  membership. 

But  the  organization  of  Windsor  Lodge  No.  542,  Ancient  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  wrought  havoc  with  the  Odd  Fellows,  in  that  there  was  not  a 
sufficient  population  of  eligible  and  'willing  subjects  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  two  lodges,  to  properly  sustain  both  organizations.  Many  of  the  leading 
members  joined  the  Masons,  and  apparently  lost  their  interest  in  the  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows  fraternity.  But  we  will  let  Grand  Master  Clements  tell  the  story  of 
Windsor  Lodge  No.  542. 

Hawkeye  has  had  a  number  of  prominent  physicians,  but  we  will  leave 
the  discussion  of  this  matter  to  the  chapter  on  the  Medical  Profession  in  Fay¬ 
ette  County,  as  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Barring  only  the  town  of  Westgate,  Hawkeye  is  the  youngest  town  in 
Fayette  county,  though  Wadena  was  incorporated  a  few  months  after  Hawk- 
eye,  but  that  town  had  a  nominal  existence  for  forty-five  years  before  the 
first  building  was  erected  on  the  site  of  Hawkeye.  Westgate  was  incorporated 
in  May,  1896,  and  this  village,  like  Hawkeye,  came  into  existence  as  the  out¬ 
growth  of  railroad  building  through  the  place.  Both  have  had  a  phenomenal 
growth,  and  each  is  located  in  the  center  of  splendid  contributory  territory. 
Hawkeye  has  cut  off,  mostly  from  West  Union,  a  vast  area  of  country  trade, 
and  many  people  in  Banks,  Bethel  and  Windsor  townships,  who  formerly  did 
nearly  all  of  their  trading  at  the  county  seat,  now  seldom  go  there  except  at 
tax-paying  time.  And  the  interception  of  this  trade  has  been  the  life  of 
Hawkeye,  to  the  detriment  of  her  older  and  formidable  rival. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

As  previously  intimated  in  this  chapter,  the  first  school  accommodations 
of  the  village  were  at  the  Hull  school  house,  a  barren  and  unsightly  location 
a  mile  and  a  quarter  to  the  north  of  the  embryo  city.  For  a  time  the  children 
traversed  the  prairie  road,  in  winter  obstructed  with  snow,  and  in  summer 
waded  the  tall,  wet,  grass,  for  there  was  but  little  travel  over  the  road,  and  it 
was  only  a  blind  track,  almost  obliterated  by  the  luxuriant  growth  of  wild 
grass.  Finally  the  patrons  of  the  school  petitioned  the  township  board  to  be  set 
off  into  another  district,  or  to  have  a  second  school  provided  at  township  ex¬ 
pense.  The  second  of  these  propositions  was  the  only  one  upon  which  the 
board  took  action,  and  really  was  the  only  one  over  which  they  had  jurisdic¬ 
tion.  This  they  peremptorily  denied,  and  the  aggrieved  patrons  took  appeal 


512 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


to  the  county  superintendent  of  schools.  He  heard  the  case  on  the  ground, 
being  well  informed  as  to  the  needs  of  the  town,  and  the  inconvenience  of 
school  attendance  of  small  children  at  the  Hull  school  house.  After  a  patient 
hearing,  continuing  two  days,  he  reversed  the  action  of  the  township  school 
board,  and  ordered  them  to  sustain  a  school  in  Hawkeye.  Politically  speak¬ 
ing,  the  county  superintendent  got  more  than  one  “black  eye”  because  of  his 
interference  in  this  matter,  as  the  writer  can  fully  verify! 

But  the  Hawkeye  school  was  established  and  housed  in  a  little  frame  build¬ 
ing,  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  district,  even  from  the  first.  Eventually, 
however,  the  independent  district  of  Hawkeye  was  separated  from  the  district 
township,  and  a  school  house  was  built  by  the  corporation  consistent  with  the 
needs  of  the  growing  town.  This  is  a  handsome  brick  building  with  four 
rooms  now  occupied  for  school  purposes.  Its  estimated  value  is  eight  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  During  the  school  year  ending  in  July,  1909 — the  latest  official 
report — there  were  nine  months  school,  taught  by  one  male  and  four  female 
teachers,  the  former  receiving  a  salary  of  sixty-five  dollars  per  month  and 
the  latter  an  average  of  forty-three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  each  per 
month.  There  are  two  hundred  and  seventy  persons  within  the  bounds  of 
the  district  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years,  of  whom  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-eight  were  enrolled  in  the  school.  There  were  twenty  non¬ 
resident  students  enrolled  above  the  ninth  grade.  The  average  daily  attend¬ 
ance  in  all  departments  was  one  hundred  and  twelve.  The  tuition  fees  con¬ 
tributed  by  the  non-resident  students  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars 
and  seventy-one  cents,  and  the  total  average  cost  of  tuition  for  each  pupil  in 
the  school  was  two  dollars  and  fourteen  cents.  The  disparity  between  the 
school  enumeration  and  the  number  actually  enrolled  is  accounted  for,  in  a 
measure,  by  the  absence  of  some  of  the  older  students  in  attendance  at  higher 
institutions  of  learning.  Then  the  radius  is  a  wide  one — five  to  twenty-one — 
and  few  students  attend  even  the  high  schools  as  late  as  their  twenty-first  year. 
Many  of  the  girls  are  married  (and  some  of  the  boys)  and  other  cares  than 
the  matter  of  elementary  education  absorb  their  thoughts. 

The  school  apparatus  in  the  Hawkeye  schools  is  valued  at  one  thousand 
dollars.  The  city  having  a  free  public  library  of  fifteen  hundred  volumes, 
and  available  to  all,  no  special  effort  has  been  made  to  accumulate  a  school 
library,  except  reference  books.  Of  these  there  are  a  hundred  volumes. 

Some  excellent  instructors  have  been  employed  in  the  schools  of  Hawk- 
eye,  whose  efforts  have  always  been  sustained  by  the  intelligent  people  of  the 
community.  This  is  one  of  the  accredited  high  schools  whose  graduates  are 
eligible  to  matriculation  in  the  higher  institutions  of  learning  under  state 
jurisdiction. 


CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS  OF  INTEREST. 

It  is  the  purpose  to  include  under  the  above  title  anything  of  historical 
value  or  interest  which  cannot  well  be  classified  in  other  departments  of  the 
work;  and  at  the  same  time  to  hold  the  chapter  open  to  record  any  important 
events  which  may  occur  subsequent  to  the  closing  of  the  department  in  which 
they  properly  belong. 

In  this  connection,  with  apologies  to  the  reader  for  introducing  irrelevant 
things,  we  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  no  effort  has  been  made  in 
this  work  to  record  names  of  officials,  or  church  and  lodge  officers  of  the 
present  day ;  for  we  regard  such  as  too  transitory  to  have  value  in  an  historical 
publication.  Names  of  officials  of  the  towns,  lodges,  churches  and  schools  of 
today  would  be  of  no  historic  value  in  six  months  from  now!  Completed  his¬ 
tory,  which  is  unchanging,  and,  if  ever  reliable,  remains  so,  is  what  the  student 
most  desires.  If  in  the  mention  of  pioneer  business  men  or  industries,  this 
rule  has  been  disregarded,  it  is  because  the  individual,  or  industry  with  which 
he  was  connected  has  continued  from  pioneer  days  in  the  locality  down  to  the 
present  time.  County  and  state  officers  are  also  made  an  exception,  for  the 
reason  that  the  chapter  on  “Official  Honors”  would  seem  very  incomplete 
without  mentioning  the  present  incumbent. 

This  volume  is  the  culmination  of  nearly  two  years  of  continuous  labor, 
assisted  by  a  corps  of  from  three  to  six  men,  schooled  in  the  work.  Besides 
the  author’s  connection  with  this  department,  in  the  collation,  arrangement  and 
writing  of  this  volume,  and  much  of  the  other,  he  has  spent  forty  years  in  close 
observation  of  Fayette  county  affairs;  and  has  had  a  well-defined  ambition 
to  sometime  record  the  results  of  his  study  and  observations,  in  the  form  of  a 
county  history.  The  work  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  people  in  whose  interest 
it  was  prepared.  We  realize  it  is  imperfect,  and  may  be  lacking"  in  some  im¬ 
portant  features,  but  of  that  we  are  not  assured.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
reader  and  critic  will  take  into  account  some  of  the  hindering  causes  which 
had  to  be  met,  and  could  not  always  be  surmounted.  The  pioneer  period  in 
the  history  of  Fayette  county  is  well-nigh  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  lingers 
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only  in  the  memory  of  the  few  survivors  of  that  far-away  time.  These  have 
generously  contributed  of  the  wealth  of  their  experiences,  and  materially  as¬ 
sisted  in  making  the  work  a  fairly  complete  representation  of  early  days.  To 
all  such  we  tender  our  most  sincere  thanks,  and  hope  that  none  will  be  dis¬ 
appointed  with  the  results  of  the  united  efforts,  conscientiously  rendered,  in 
the  preparation  of  the  work. 

We  feel  that  we  are  under  lasting  obligations  to  the  general  public  for 
the  generous  financial  support  accorded  to  the  enterprise,  and  the  encourage¬ 
ment  given  at  its  inception,  which  had  much  to  do  with  attempting  such  an 
herculean  task.  It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  the  editor  and  publishers  are 
thankful  to  all  those  who  have  contributed  special  articles  to  the  work,  for 
we  feel  that  every  reader  and  patron  is  under  like  obligations  to  them  for  their 
generous  contributions.  The  value  of  the  work  as  an  historical  memoir  is 
greatly  enhanced  by  these  special  articles,  and  we  take  pleasure  in  making 
grateful  acknowledgment  of  these  services.  The  ladies  and  gentlemen  who 
have  contributed  to  this  department,  from  the  wealth  of  the  knowledge  which 
they  possessed,  have  spent  much  time  and  effort  in  preparing  their  material, 
and  have  rendered  the  services  without  thought  of  recompense.  This  gener¬ 
osity  only  emphasizes  their  interest  in  the  success  of  the  publication. 

The  names  of  persons  contributing  special  articles,  and  the  subjects  upon 
which  they  have  written,  appear  below :  Mrs.  Anna  Holton  and  Almon  Davis, 
“Alpha  and  Vicinity” ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Owens,  “The  Catholic  Church  in 
Fayette  County” ;  Rev.  J.  L.  Paine,  three  articles,  “Churches”  and  “Schools  of 
Fayette,”  and  the  “Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  in  Fayette 
County” ;  Rev.  G.  Blessin,  two  exhaustive  and  comprehensive  articles,  “Ger- 
man-American  Citizenship,”  and  “History  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the 
County” ;  Dr.  O.  B.  Dodd,  J.  P.  Webster  and  J.  M.  Burnside,  reminiscent  his¬ 
tory  of  Waucoma  and  Eden  township;  Hon.  James  Cooney,  “Recollections  of 
Arlington” ;  Hon.  D.  W.  Clements,  “History  of  Freemasonry  in  Fayette 
County";  Hon.  W.  E.  Fuller,  “Fayette  County  Lawyers — the  Bench  and 
Bar”,  also  a  valued  counsellor  on  any  matters  pertaining  to  pioneer  history  or 
events  ;  Hon.  A.  N.  Hobson,  a  wise  adviser  on  early  historical  events,  and  con¬ 
tributor  of  special  biographies  of  deceased  men  ;  Hon.  William  Larrabee,  Sr., 
“Monuments,  Statuary,  etc.,  of  Clermont,”  and  a  history  of  personal  experi¬ 
ences  when  “Lost  in  a  Snow  Storm,”  in  1856;  Hon.  G.  D.  .Darnall,  M.  D.,  ex¬ 
tracts  from  his  “Early  History  of  West  Union”;  Dr.  J.  W.  McLean,  super¬ 
vision  of  the  article  on  “The  Medical  Profession” ;  Mr.  F.  Y.  Whitmore,  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Baptist  church ;  Hon.  C.  B.  Hughes,  history  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  church;  Hon.  Carl  Evans,  history  of  the  Presbyterian  church;  Col.  J.  W. 
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Bopp,  “The  Development  of  Agriculture,  Horticulture  and  Stock-raising”; 
the  Development  of  Out-Door  Art,”  and  general  assistance  all  along  the  line 
of  progress;  Hon.  Christian  Miller,  “Early  History  of  Pleasant  Valley,”  and 
the  development  of  various  modern  industries  at  Clermont ;  Rev.  J.  W.  Dick- 
man,  D.  D.,  “History  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University”;  Joseph  L.  Scallan, 
county  auditor,  assistance  in  examining  county  records,  and  the  use  of  his 
official  reports  in  the  collation  and  arrangement  of  historical  data ;  D.  H.  Tal- 
madge,  the  History  of  the  Fayette  County  Press”;  Hon.  John  D.  Shaffer, 
general  assistance  and  hearty  co-operation ;  the  Fayette  Reporter ,  “A  Story  of 
Pioneer  Life” ;  Mrs.  Sarah  Maynard,  “A  Pioneer’s  Sketch  of  Fayette  County.” 

The  press  of  the  county  has  been  uniformly  interested  and  courteous. 
The  columns  of  the  newspapers  were  always  open  and  unrestricted  in  the 
presentation  of  explanations,  and  public  notices,  pertaining  to  the  work.  For 
these  courtesies,  and  the  generous  support  accorded,  we  are  truly  thankful, 
and  believe  that  the  newspaper  fraternity  in  the  county  will  find  the  “Past 

and  Present  of  Fayette  County,  Iowa,”  a  valuable  acquisition  to  their  refer¬ 
ence  libraries. 

In  closing  this  article  introducing  the  “Miscellaneous  Chapter,”  we  wish 
to  make  acknowledgment  of  the  fact  that  this  is  the  only  “Preface”  or  “Fore- 
woid  with  which  the  author  will  burden  the  reader;  and  while  such  an  ar¬ 
rangement  is  not  in  accord  with  the  usual  custom  in  such  matters,  it  is  in 
accord  with  his  ideas  as  to  where  such  announcements  should  be  made.  We 
desire  that  this  record  of  unselfish  co-operation  and  kindly  assistance  shall 
go  down  to  posterity  as  a  part  of  the  history  of  Fayette  county. 


A  PIONEER  S  SKETCH  OF  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

A  Pioneei  s  Sketch  of  Fayette  County,’  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Maynard,  though 
m  part  a  repetition  of  what  appears  in  other  chapters,  is  reproduced  here 
because  of  its  general  historical  value  and  the  noble  sentiments  expressed  by 
the  author. 

The  first  schools  taught  in  the  county  were  private  or  subscription  schools. 
The  first  superintendent  of  schools  was  S.  W.  Cole,  who  held  the  office  for 
several  years.  The  first  school  taught  in  West  Union  was  in  the  winter 
°f  i85i_52  by  James  Boale,  'who  taught  six  months  for  one  hundred  dollars. 
[This  was  the  second  school  in  West  Union,  the  first  being  taught  in  the  win¬ 
ter  of  1850  and  ’51 — Editor.]  Mr.  Boale  was  examined  for  the  position  by 
J.  W.  Rogers,  in  his  field,  with  hoe  in  hand,  standing  beside  a  crooked  rail 
fence  with  “all  out  doors”  for  a  room.  Mr.  Boale  stood  on  the  other  side  of 
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the  fence,  passed  a  short  and  satisfactory  examination  and  gave  good  satisfac¬ 
tion.  In  Fremont  township  N.  W.  Spears  taught  during  the  winter  of  1856-7 
in  his  own  house  at  a  salary  of  ten  dollars  per  month.  When  a  heavy  storm 
came  he  kept  his  pupils  all  night.  Seventeen  were  enrolled,  some  of  them 
going  a  distance  of  three  miles.  In  Putnam  township  the  first  school  was 
taught  by  Mrs.  Rowley,  \vho  received  one  dollar  per  week.  In  1876  the  aver¬ 
age  compensation  per  month  to  male  teachers  was  thirty-nine  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents,  to  females  twenty  dollars  and  eighty-six  cents. 

In  1854  the  project  of  founding  a  college  was  under  discussion  by  the 
few  settlers  in  Westfield  and  Fayette.  The  contributions  of  the  Robertsons 
and  Alexanders  constituted  almost  entirely  the  resources  of  the  first  subscrip¬ 
tion  paper.  The  following  year  the  foundation  and  walls  of  the  first  story  were 
laid.  At  this  time  the  entire  population  of  the  county  did  not  exceed  five 
thousand  souls.  In  1855  the  projectors  agreed  among  themselves  to  place 
the  intended  school  under  the  patronage  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
When  conference  met  in  September  the  tender  was  made  and  accepted  on 
behalf  of  the  church.  It  seems  to  be  a  fact  that  the  initiation  of  the  project 
of  founding  a  college  at  Fayette  grew  out  of  a  conversation  between  Rev.  H. 
S.  Brunson  and  Mrs.  Alexander,  the  gentleman  suggesting  to  her  that  her 
youngest  daughter  should  go  to  Mount  Vernon  to  school.  This  led  to  family 
discussions  between  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander,  and  the  Robertsons,  and  it  was 
thought  among  them  that  a  school  could  be  founded  in  Fayette.  When  the 
idea  budded  into  form  Mr.  Alexander  subscribed  the  magnificent  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  to  which  he  added  seven  thousand  dollars  more  and  finally, 
to  complete  the  building,  when  money  could  not  be  had,  he  deeded  four  thou¬ 
sand  acres  of  land  to  the  college.  J.  A.  Griffith  made  a  proposition  to  erect 
the  building  for  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  which  was  accepted.  The  name 
“Collegiate  Institute”  was  adopted,  which  later  was  changed  to  Upper  Iowa 
University. 

In  1858  considerable  excitement  was  caused  by  the  discovery  of  gold  near 
West  Union.  It  was  also  found  in  Moine  creek,  near  Arlington,  and  small 
nuggets  were  found  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Brooks.  Gold  has  been  found  in 
various  localities  in  Fayette  county.  Doctor  Parker  also  discovered  traces 
near  Fayette. 

The  people  of  Fayette  county  began  to  agitate  the  question  of  building 
railroads  prior  to  1855,  but  nothing  tangible  resulted  from  such  agitation  until 
after  1870.  In  1871  a  route  Was  surveyed  for  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids 
&  Minnesota  from  Cedar  Rapids  to  Postville ;  also  a  line  of  narrow  gauge  from 
Waterloo  to  West  Union.  The  people  were  divided,  some  favoring  one  route 
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and  others  the  other.  July  7,  1  871,  a  deputation  of  officers  of  the  Burlington, 
Cedai  Rapids  &  Minnesota  visited  points  in  the  county  and  soon  convinced  ' 
the  leading  citizens  that  the  company  was  in  earnest  and  ready  to  commence 
operations  if  piopei  local  encouragement  be  given.  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  thousand  dollars  was  the  amount  asked  for.  The  people  proposed  to  try 
to  raise  ninety  thousand  dollars  if  the  company  would  agree  to  build  the  road 
for  that  sum.  July  14th  a  contract  was  closed  between  a  committee  represent¬ 
ing  the  people  of  the  county  and  the  railroad  company.  Center  was  the  only 
township  that  lefused  to  vote  the  aid  required.  The  first  iron  rail  was  laid 
in  the  county  August  14,  1872,  at  ten  o’clock  A.  M.  The  first  through  train 
on  the  Milwaukee  division  was  September  7,  1873.  Three  years  after  the 
completion  of  the  road,  \vhich  was  built  by  a  construction  company,  there  was 
a  foreclosure  and  sale,  when  it  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  Burlington, 
Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern.  In  June,  1870,  contracts  were  made  for  grading, 
bridging,  and  tieing  a  road  from  Davenport  to  Fayette.  Work  on  the  line  in 
Fayette  county  was  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1871.  The  first  car  load  of 
freight  was  received  at  Brush  Creek  in  July,  1873,  and  the  rails  were  laid  to 
Fayette  September  16th  of  that  year.  There  are  several  deep  cuts  north  from 
Fayette,  one  near  that  town  being  seven  hundred  feet  long  and  fifty-seven  feet 
deep,  through  solid  rock,  and  cost  over  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Several  other 
roads  now  traverse  different  parts  of  the  county. 

June  1,  1878,  occurred  one  of  the  heaviest  rain  storms  ever  experienced  in 
this  county.  For  several  days  rain  had  fallen  in  large  quantities  and  about 
eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  of  June  1st  it  fell  in  torrents.  The  Volga  rose  at 
least  four  feet  higher  than  ever  known  before.  Maynard  was  flooded,  the 
water  being  five  feet  above  high  water  mark.  At  Oelwein  the  entire  town 
seemed  to  be  in  the  midst  of  a  raging  sea.  At  least  thirty  bridges  were  swept 
away  in  the  county. 

It  is  impossible  to  render  full  justice  to  the  patriotism  and  spirit  of  the 
people  of  this  county  in  the  early  days  of  our  country’s  struggle  against  rebel¬ 
lion,  and  the  liberal  contributions  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  this  glorious 
union.  It  is  a  proud  record,  for  from  their  midst  went  out  gallant  officers 
and  brave  soldiers  to  aid  in  the  grand  struggle  for  the  maintenance  and  per¬ 
petuity  of  a  republican  form  of  government.  The  first  meeting  for  enlisting 
volunteers  was  held  in  the  University  chapel  at  Fayette  Wednesday  evening, 
April  24th.  The  first  to  enroll  his  name  at  this  meeting  was  Jacob  Aber¬ 
nathy,  immediately  followed  by  seventeen  others. 

The  first  fair  was  held  October  2  and  3,  1855.  The  stock,  agricultural 
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implements,  etc.,  were  exhibited  on  the  public  square,  and  the  Methodist 
*  church  was  utilized  for  an  exhibition  hall. 

Although  several  murders  have  been  committed  in  the  county,  in  but  one 
instance  has  capital  punishment  been  administered,  and  that  to  a  mere  boy  of 
eighteen  for  the  murder  of  an  aged  couple  near  West  Union. 

The  county  poor,  previous  to  1864,  were  provided  for  by  temporary  ex¬ 
pedients.  The  young  were  bound  out  whenever  possible,  and  the  aged  were 
boarded  at  various  places,  in  their  respective  townships,  at  the  expense  of  the 
county.  Since  that  time  a  large  farm  has  been  purchased  and  suitable  build¬ 
ings  erected  for  a  home  for  the  county’s  poor. 

One  of  the  chief  industries  is  dairying,  many  thousand  dollars  being  paid 
monthly  for  milk,  which  is  manufactured  into  butter  at  the  different  creameries 
throughout  the  county.  J.  N.  Harris  was  the  pioneer  creamery  man  of  the 
county,  the  first  creameries  being  owned  by  him.  The  Long  Grove  Dairy¬ 
man’s  Association  was  incorporated  under  the  general  laws  of  Iowa  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1875.  To  insure  its  citizens  against  loss  by  fire  and  lightning,  a 
mutual  insurance  company  was  organized  May  2,  1874,  and  its  business  has 
steadily  grown  till  the  present  time. 

In  collecting  material  for  this  sketch  much  has  been  recalled  of  many  al¬ 
most  forgotten  incidents,  and  while  it  has  taken  time  and  labor,  the  task  has 
been  a  pleasant  one  and  we  have  been  forcibly  reminded  that  among  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  a  new  country,  sincere,  warm  and  enduring  friendships  are  formed, 
friendships  that  grow  stronger  and  brighter  with  the  passing  years.  The 
trials  and  hardships,  privations  and  inconveniences  peculiar  to  life  in  a  new 
country,  rigidly  test  not  only  the  physical  powers  of  endurance,  but  all  the 
kindly,  generous  impulses  of  manhood  and  womanhood.  Those  were  times 
that  tried  men  and  brought  out  all  there  was  in  them,  either  good  or  bad. 
As  a  rule  the  men  and  women  who  first  occupy  a  new  country  are  bold,  indus¬ 
trious  and  self-reliant.  Seasons  come  and  go  and  changes  without  number 
have  taken  place,  but  amid  all,  the  memory  of  the  friendships  and  associations 
of  those  early  years  never  dims.  Raven  locks  may  whiten  beneath  the  snows 
of  many  winters ;  bright  eyes  become  dim ;  the  fair  brow  furrowed  with  age 
and  care  and  the  erect  form  bow  beneath  the  burdens  of  accumulated  years, 
but  the  true  friend  of  “Auld  Lang  Syne”  will  never  be  forgotten. 

HARVEST-HOME  PICNIC. 

The  Fayette  County  Historical  and  Pioneer  Association  was  organized 
and  held  its  first  meeting  at  Fayette,  on  the  first  of  January,  1868.  For  a 
number  of  years  this  was  a  feature  of  considerable  interest,  and  meetings  were 
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held  in  different  towns  throughout  the  county.  The  object  of  such  an  organ¬ 
ization  is  apparent  to  all,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  association  did  not 
have  the  support  of  all  the  people  for  whose  benefit  and  enlightenment  it  was 
brought  into  existence.  But  as  the  early  pioneers  dropped  off,  here  and  there, 
and  the  ranks  were  thinned  by  deaths  and  removals,  the  early  interest  which 
inspired  the  formation  of  the  society  was  suffered  to  wane,  and  the  later  meet¬ 
ings  were  attended  indifferently,  and  finally  the  organization  was  suffered  to 
lapse.  The  prime  movers  and  organizers  of  this  association  were  Rev.  H.  S. 
Brunson,  Rev.  John  Webb,  Col.  Aaron  Brown,  P.  F.  Newton,  Hon.  Jacob  W. 
Rogers,  M.  C.  Sperry,  Curtis  R.  Bent,  Thomas  Kincaid,  Samuel  Holton, 
Thomas  R.  Talbott,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lorenzo  Dutton,  Mrs.  James  E.  Robertson, 
Horatio  Warner — all  people  who  came  to  the  county  as  early  as  1852,  and 
some  much  earlier.  It  seemed  to  be  one  purpose  of  the  organization  to  keep 
an  enrollment  register,  giving  the  names,  date  and  place  of  birth,  occupation, 
and  date  of  their  coming  to  Fayette  county.  This  register  contains  about 
three  hundred  names,  which,  for  the  most  part,  include  the  names  of  early  pio¬ 
neers  as  they  will  be  found  in  the  township  histories. 

But  an  association  of  somewhat  similar  import,  though  under  a  different 
name,  came  into  existence  about  the  time  the  formal  meetings  of  the  other  or¬ 
ganizations  were  abandoned,  and  has  had  a  prosperous  existence  for  many 
years.  Reference  is  here  made  to  the  “Harvest  Home  Picnic”  which  is  held  an¬ 
nually  at  Klock's  Grove,  near  Fayette.  This  is  an  event  of  great  interest  among 
the  elderly  people,  who  improve  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  of  renewing  old 
acquaintances  and  forming  new  ones.  The  occasion  is  enlivened  by  speeches 
relating  to  early  history,  reminiscent  discourses,  athletic  sports,  etc.  The 
best  talent  procurable  is  usually  secured  for  at  least  one  address,  while  the 
other  literary  features  of  the  occasion  are  supplied  by  “home  talent”  con¬ 
versant  with  the  wishes  of  their  auditors.  But  probably  the  crowning  event 
of  the  whole  occasion  is  the  very  elaborate  picnic  dinner,  always  a  necessary 
and  much  enjoyed  adjunct.  A  commendable  rivalry  has  been  engendered 
among  the  young  people  in  the  preparation  of  “goodies”  for  the  table  at  the 
“Harvest-Home  Picnic.”  The  farmer  boys  also  vie  with  each  other  in  the 
production  of  early  melons  and  fruits  for  this  occasion,  which,  in  some  in¬ 
stances  at  least,  is  about  their  most  enjoyable  outing  during  the  summer. 

This  annual  festival  has  partaken,  largely,  of  the  more  formal  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  County  Historical  Society,  and,  to  some  extent,  fills  its  place.  An¬ 
other  feature  intended  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  pioneer  days,  and  im¬ 
press  the  younger  generations  with  an  idea  of  the  crude  and  unwieldy 
implements  used  by  their  ancestors,  is  exemplified  in  the  “Pioneer  Log  Cabin,” 
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which  has  become  a  permanent  fixture  on  the  grounds  of  the  agricultural 
society  at  West  Union.  The  “scheme,”  as  well  as  the  building  of  the  cabin, 
and  the  care  of  its  contents,  are  due  to  the  personal  interest  of  George  W. 
Gilbert,  through  whose  energy  and  self-sacrifice  this  “place  of  rest  and  recrea¬ 
tion”  became  a  fixture  at  the  annual  fairs.  The  structure  is  a  typical  log 
cabin  of  large  dimensions,  built  of  round  logs,  chinked  and  daubed  with  sticks 
and  clay,  having  the  shake  roof  held  on  by  weight  poles,  earth  floor,  big  fire¬ 
place  with  crane,  hooks  and  andirons,  a  stick-and-mud  chimney,  joists  of 
round  poles  flattened  on  the  upper  side,  and  rough  boards  laid  down  for  a 
“chamber  floor.”  The  building  is  filled  with  all  manner  of  pioneer  relics,  tools, 
spinning  wheels,  grain  cradles,  and  also  a  baby  cradle  and  rocking  chair, 
which  have  the  honor  of  being  the  lullaby-home  of  two  families,  the  youngest 
of  whom  are  now  well  beyond  the  meridian  of  life.  But  it  would  be  impossible 
to  enumerate  all  the  unique  and  curious  things  to  be  found  there,  and  it  is  all 
as  free  as  air  to  the  interested  observer,  and  well  Worth  an  examination  at  any 
time.  An  old  cord  bedstead,  and  all  its  environments,  is  not  the  least  among 
early-time  attractions.  Mr.  Gilbert  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  agricul¬ 
tural  society  for  his  zeal  in  adding  this  interesting  novelty,  and  for  his  untir¬ 
ing  energy  and  unpaid  labors  in  connection  therewith. 

MARKETING  HOGS  AND  THE  CONSEQUENCES. 

The  fall  and  winter  of  1842-43  were  unusually  severe.  Snow  fell  early 
in  November,  and  remained  until  late  in  April,  and  the  hardships  and  suffer¬ 
ings  of  the  settlers  during  that  terrible  winter  are  almost  incredible.  One  or 
two  incidents  of  that  time  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  severity  of  the  winter 
and  the  sufferings  it  induced,  as  well  as  to  give  some  idea  of  frontier  customs 
at  that  time. 

In  the  fall  of  1842,  Rev.  David  Lowry,  in  charge  of  the  Winnebago  mis¬ 
sion  school,  in  the  southern  part  of  Winneshiek  county,  near  the  north  line  of 
Fayette  county,  advertised  for  proposals  to  furnish  the  mission  with  fifteen 
thousand  pounds  of  pork.  Joel  Bailey  and  John  Keeler,  at  Bailey’s  Ford, 
Delaware  county,  had  hogs  enough  to  supply  that  amount,  and  they  were 
anxious  to  sell  them.  Keeler  went  to  the  mission  to  bid  for  the  contract.  He 
found  several  other  competitors,  who  had  hogs  to  sell,  already  on  the  ground. 
Keeler  put  in  a  bid  of  two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  per  hundredweight; 
the  others  gave  the  same  figures.  Keeler  reduced  his  bid  to  two  dollars,  and 
s'tarted  for  home,  discouraged.  That  night  he  stopped  at  Joe  Hewitt’s  trading 
post,  five  or  six  miles  northwest  of  Strawberry  Point.  He  told  Hewitt  his 
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business,  and  that  he  did  not  expect  to  get  the  contract.  Hewitt,  who  had 
some  guidge  against  the  other  bidders,  after  hearing  his  story,  told  him  that 
of  course  he  would  not  get  it,  unless  he  put  in  a  lower  bid,  and  proposed  that 
1  le  would  make  another  bid  at  one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents,  he  (Hewitt) 
would  carry  it  to  Lowry  himself,  and  he  felt  almost  sure  that  Keeler  could 
secure  the  contract  at  that  price.  Keeler  was  in  a  quandary.  One  dollar  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  hundredweight  was  ruinously  low,  but  he  and  Bailey 
ad  the  hogs,  and  hardly  knew  how  they  were  to  winter  them.  At  last,  he 
concluded  to  adopt  Hewitt’s  suggestion,  sent  in  his  bid  and  went  home. 

About  a  week  afterward,  Mr.  Babbitt,  who  lived  on  the  Wapsipinicon 
near  Marion,  went  to  Bailey  and  Keeler,  bearing  a  notice  from  Lowry  that 
Keeler’s  bid  had  been  accepted,  and  that  the  pork  must  be  delivered  on  or  be¬ 
fore  Christmas  day.  They  hesitated  about  filling  the  contract,  but  while  dis¬ 
cussing  the  question,  Babbitt,  who  also  had  a  lot  of  hogs  he  didn’t  know  what 
to  do  'with,  offered  to  give  them  five  dollars  and  fill  the  contract  himself,  and 

they  concluded  if  he  could  afford  to  do  that,  they  had  better  keep  their  contract 
themselves. 

Accordingly,  on  the  17th  day  of  December,  1842,  Joel  Bailey,  John 
Keeler,  James  Kibbe,  William  R.  Padelford  and  Lucius  Vandever,  with  three 
ox  teams  (seven  yokes),  loaded  with  corn  and  supplies,  started  with  their 
drove  of  hogs  for  the  mission.  It  was  a  slow,  toilsome  journey,  the  weather 
was  cold,  the  snow  knee-deep,  and  they  were  eight  days  on  the  road,  camping 
every  night,  save  one,  when  they  stopped  with  Beatty  and  Orrear,  and  reached 
the  mission  on  the  25th  of  December.  The  party  was  joyfully  welcomed  by 
the  mission  people,  Who  began  to  fear  that,  owing  to  the  inclement  weather, 
their  expected  supplies  might  not  reach  them,  and  they  might  be  forced  to 
live  without  meat  during  the  winter. 

Immediately  after  their  arrival,  preparations  were  made  for  slaughtering 
the  hogs,  which  was  done  on  the  open  prairie.  The  weather  was  bitterly  cold, 
and  it  was  neither  an  easy  nor  comfortable  task  for  five  men,  even  with  such 
assistance  as  the  lazy  Indians  were  disposed  to  render,  to  kill  twenty-five  hogs 
a  day.  Before  they  completed  their  work,  however,  the  Weather  began  to 
model  ate,  and  about  noon  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1843,  having*  settled  with 
Mr.  Lowry,  with  only  provisions  enough  to  last  one  day,  Bailey  and  his  party 
started  on  their  return  to  Delaware,  encamped  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Little 
Turkey  river,  five  miles  from  the  mission,  on  section  29,  township  95,  range  9, 
that  night,  and  intended  to  make  Beatty’s  cabin,  south  of  the  Volga,  the  next 
day.  During  the  night,  a  furious  southeast  snow  storm  commenced.  The 
next  morning,  nothing  daunted,  they  started  on  their  journey  across  the  tree- 
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less  prairie,  but  the  storm  was  so  severe  and  the  snow  became  so  deep  that 
about  noon  they  lost  the  track,  became  bewildered,  and  were  compelled  to  turn 
back,  arriving  at  the  camping  ground  they  left  in  the  morning,  about  dark, 
cold,  wet,  weary  and  dispirited. 

The  storm  continued  during  the  night  with  unabated  fury,  and  the  next 
morning  it  was  still  snowing  as  hard  as  ever ;  but  our  little  band  did  not  like 
the  idea  of  going  back  to  the  mission,  concluding  that  the  storm  could  not  last 
much  longer,  and  believing  that  they  could  reach  the  Volga  timber  before  dark, 
again  broke  camp  and  started.  The  snow  was  now  from  two  and  one-half  to 
four  feet  deep.  The  men  were  forced  to  wallow  ahead  to  break  tracks  for 
the  oxen,  and  their  progress  was  slow  and  wearisome,  especially  as  both  men 
and  animals  had  been  without  food  for  more  than  twelve  hours.  The  weather 
was  moderate,  and  their  clothes  were  wet,  until  about  ten  o’clock,  when  the 
storm  ceased,  the  wind,  shifting  suddenly  into  the  northwest,  blew  a  heavy, 
biting,  freezing  gale,  and  the  little  party  were  forced  to  face  the  new  danger 
of  freezing  to  death. 

A  little  after  noon,  the  Volga  timber  was  discovered.  The  party  were 
then  probably  three  or  four  miles  south  of  west  from  Round  Grove,  where 
West  Union  now  stands.  When  the  sun  went  down,  however,  they  were  still 
far  away  from  the  timber  they  hoped  to  reach.  They  kept  on  traveling  as  long 
as  they  could  see  the  timber,  but  at  last  the  increasing  darkness  completely  hid 
it  from  view;  and  there,  on  the  open  prairie,  exposed  to  the  full  fury  of  the 
biting  January  blast,  with  the  icy  air  filled  With  fine  frozen  snow  driven  by  the 
wind,  without  food,  exhausted  and  freezing,  the  little  party  was  forced  to  stop, 
in  the  northeast  part  of  township  93,  range  9,  west  of  and  within  about  half 
a  mile  of  the  present  site  of  Donnan.  Their  largest  sled  was  about  ten  feet 
long.  On  it  was  a  box,  two  boards  high,  the  length  of  the  sled.  Turning 
the  sled  broadside  to  the  wind,  as  it  sat  well  up  to  the  top  of  the  snow,  by 
shoveling-  the  snow  from  a  little  spot  beside  it  to  the  frozen  ground  beneath, 
the  top  of  the  sled  box  was  about  as  high  as  their  heads,  they  were  partially 
sheltered  from  the  piercing  wind,  and  had  a  hard  surface  on  which  to  stamp 
their  feet. 

They  whittled  up  the  box  on  another  sled  and  endeavored  to  kindle  a  fire, 
but  every  lucifer  match  they  had  was  used  without  success ;  their  ammunition 
had  become  damp ;  their  fingers  were  too  much  benumbed  with  cold  to  use  the 
flint  and  steel — they  could  have  no  fire.  It  was  a  critical  situation;  without 
fire,  without  food,  and  exhausted  by  a  long  day’s  march  through  the  deep 
snow.  It  Was  wonderful  that  they  were  not  discouraged.  Death  not  only 
stared  them  in  the  face,  but  was  feeling-  with  icy  fingers  for  their  hearts.  Their 
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lives  depended  upon  keeping  awake  and  moving.  To  remain  still  was  to 
sleep,  and  sleep  was  death.  The  poor  fellows  wrapped  their  blankets  about 
their  heads  and  here  they  stood  stamping,  talking,  yelling,  to  keep  each  other 
awake.  “The  fearful  horrors  of  that  terrible  night,”  says  Judge  Bailey,  from 
whose  lips  this  narrative  was  taken,  “are  as  vividly  impressed  upon  my  mem¬ 
ory  as  if  they  occurred  but  yesterday.  We  had  to  watch  for  each  others’ 
voices.  If  we  failed  to  hear  one,  we  hunted  about  in  the  dark  until  we  found 
him  leaning  against  the  sled,  and  started  him  to  going  again.  It  was  the 
longest  night  I  ever  experienced;  it  seemed  as  if  daylight  would  never  come.” 

Day  dawned  at  last,  and  they  resumed  their  wearisome  way;  but  it  was 
noon  when  they  reached  the  Volga,  and  obtained  some  water  for  themselves 
and  their  teams.  It  was  still  three  miles  to  the  hospitable  cabin  of  Beatty  and 
Orrear.  Would  the  exhausted  party  ever  reach  it?  They  would  try.  On 
they  staggered,  famishing,  freezing,  and  hardly  caring  whether  they  lived  or 
died.  Near  night-fall  they  struck  a  track  about  half  a  mile  from  the  cabin, 
which  gave  them  new  courage,  and  they  struggled  on,  and  at  last,  about  dark, 
badly  frozen,  famished  and  utterly  exhausted,  they  reached  Beatty  and  Or- 
rear’s  cabin,  having  been  since  daylight  in  the  morning  traveling  three  miles. 

Here  they  found  Gilbert  D.  Dillon,  Franklin  Culver  and  Johnson,  of 
Rockville,  snow-bound  on  their  way  to  the  fort,  with  two  loads  of  butter,  eggs 
and  poultry;  Beatty,  Orrear,  and  their  guests,  at  once  provided  for  the  wants 
of  Mr.  Bailey  and  his  party.  One  of  them,  making  a  requisition  upon  Dillon’s 
load,  prepared  supper,  and  the  others  prepared  tubs  and  buckets,  filled  with 
cold  water,  into  which  the  frozen  feet  and  limbs  of  the  sufferers  were  plunged. 
While  thus  drawing  the  frost  from  their  frozen  feet,  a  good  warm  supper  was 
served  them,  and  they  broke  their  protracted  fast  of  forty-eight  hours;  “but,” 
remarks  Judge  Bailey,  “we  didn’t  eat  much — we  were  not  much  hungry.” 

Bailey,  Keeler  and  Vandever  were  so  badly  frost-bitten  that  they  were 
compelled  to  remain  at  the  cabin  of  Beatty  and  Orrear  for  several  days.  As 
soon  as  they  were  able  to  be  moved,  beds  were  arranged  for  them  on  the  sleds, 
and  they  started  for  home,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Johnson.  The  noble-hearted 
Beatty  went  with  them  to  Major  Mumford’s,  on  Brush  creek.  It  was  only 
seven  or  eight  miles,  but  they  were  all  day  making  the  journey.  Beatty  helped 
to  break  the  track.  The  next  day  they  reached  Joe  Hewitt’s  cabin,  and  in  the 
evening  of  the  third  day  arrived  at  Eads’  Grove.  Here  they  found  William 
Bennett,  who  was  on  his  way  to  Hewitt’s  to  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the  Linn 
county  sheriff,  who  was  anxious  to  find  him,  as  he  was  charged  with  being  a 
party  to  flogging  one  Johnson,  a  settler  in  Buchanan  county. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  unable  to  walk  for  three  months  after  this  terrible  ex- 
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posure.  Both  his  feet  ulcerated,  the  flesh  sloughed  off  of  one  of  his  toes,  and 
the  dead  and  naked  bone  was  cut  off  by  Keeler  with  a  “dog-knife.”  Keeler  was 
also  laid  up  for  several  weeks,  but  Vandever  fared  the  worst.  The  flesh  fell 
off  of  all  his  toes  on  one  foot,  and  of  three  on  the  other,  exposing  the  bones 
to  their  articulation  with  the  bones  of  the  feet.  There  was  no  surgeon  nearer 
than  Dubuque,  and  Mr.  Kibbe  removed  the  naked  bones,  using  an  old  bullet 
mould  for  forceps.  After  this  novel  surgical  operation  was  performed,  his 
mutilated  feet  finally  healed,  but  poor  Vandever  was  a  cripple  for  life. 

During  this  severe  winter,  comparatively  many  persons  were  lost  and 
frozen  to  death,  on  these  then  almost  trackless  prairies.  One  might  as  well 
be  in  mid  ovean  in  a  storm,  without  compass  or  rudder,  as  to  be  out  of  sight  of 
timber  on  these  prairies  in  one  of  those  fearful  'winter  storms.  All  through 
the  month  of  March,  1843,  says  Judge  Bailey,  of  Delaware,  the  cold  was  as 
intense  as  it  had  been  during  the  entire  winter. 

KINDNESS  TO  THE  INDIANS. 

During  this  severe  winter,  George  Culver,  on  the  Volga,  cared  for  a 
large  number  of  Winnebago  Indians,  who  were  prevented  from  hunting  on 
account  of  the  extreme  cold.  Joseph  Hewitt,  who  was  just  across  the  line, 
in  Clayton  county,  did  the  same,  and,  doubtless,  saved  many  of  the  “nation’s 
wards”  from  starvation.  Failing  to  obtain  remuneration  for  their  outlay  from 
the  agent  of  the  Winnebagoes,  at  the  mission,  Culver  and  Hewitt  ‘went  to 
Washington  in  1846,  as  many  an  Indian  trader  had  done  before  and  since, 
and  established  and  collected  their  claims.  Other  Indian  traders  didn't  fare 
so  well. 

In  January,  1843,  very  soon  after  Bailey  and  his  party  were  so  hospitably 
received  and  cared  for  by  Beatty  and  Orrear,  William  Bennett,  mentioned 
above,  found  it  convenient  to  not  only  spend  a  few  days  with  his  friend  Hewitt, 
but  to  be  concealed  by  him  in  a  cavern  near  by,  from  the  officers  of  the  law, 
who  were  on  his  track.  He  arrived  at  Hewitt’s  about  January  10th.  The 
sheriff  of  Linn  county,  with  a  posse  of  several  men,  having  traced  him  to  this 
point,  arrived  soon  after ;  but  the  party  had  divided  before  reaching  the  trading 
post.  In  his  search  for  Bennetf,  the  sheriff  entered  one  of  the  Winnebago 
tepees,  or  wigwams,  and,  while  here,  accidentally  shot  an  Indian.  It  seems 
that  previous  to  this  time  the  Linn  county  sheriff,  with  a  small  party,  had  been 
caught  by  some  Indians  and  robbed  while  hunting  buffalo  calves  in  the  terri¬ 
tory  now  covered  by  Chickasaw  county.  One  insolent  Indian  had  compelled 
him  to  take  off  his  coat,  and  he  had  suffered  severely  from  cold.  He  then  and 
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theie  spotted  that  Indian  and  resolved  to  shoot  him  on  sight  wherever  he 
should  find  him.  On  entering  the  tepee,  as  above  stated,  the  sheriff  saw  and 
recognized  the  individual  who  had  taken  his  coat.  He  sat  down  and  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  fixing  his  gun,  which  he  had  across  his  knees,  pointed  at  the 
Indian ;  it  exploded,  and  the  savage  tumbled  over,  dead.  Hewitt  was  anxious, 
on  Bennett’s  account,  to  get  rid  of  the  Sheriff  and  his  posse,  and  urged  them 
to  get  away  as  soon  as  possible,  declaring  that  the  Indians  would  kill  them  if 
they  remained.  The  Sheriff,  however,  was  not  to  be  frightened  off,  declaring 
the  shooting  to  have  been  accidental,  and  that  there  were  not  Winnebagoes 

o 

enough  on  the  reserve  to  compel  him  to  leave  until  he  was  ready  to  go.  He 
called  his  men  together,  and  after  continuing  his  fruitless  search  for  Bennett, 
leisurely  took  his  departure.  Mr.  Hensley  says  that  when  he  arrived  at  Eads’ 
Grove,  he  declared  that  the  Indian  was  not  shot  accidentally,  but  that  he  had 
sent  him  to  the  happy  hunting  ground  for  the  reason  above  stated. 

Hewitt’s  cabin  was  about  four  miles  east  of  Brush  creek,  and  although 
he  was  not  a  resident  of  Fayette  county,  he  was  familiarly  known  to  the  early 
settlers.  After  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  he  went  West,  in  1851,  leasing 
his  place,  to  a  Mr.  Morley,  who  had  an  accomplished  niece.  Hewitt  returned 
and,  although  then  nearly  sixty  years  old,  and  considerably  married,  he  in¬ 
duced  the  Morley  girl  to  elope  with  him.  This  was  probably  about  1857,  f°r 
the  records  of  Fayette  county  show  that  a  marriage  license  was  issued  to 
Joseph  Hewitt  and  Harriet  K.  Morley,  by  County  Judge  Rogers,  in  1857. 

A  STORY  OF  PIONEER  LIFE. 

The  following  unique  story  of  pioneer  life  is  appropriated,  bodily  (with 
permission  of  Rev.  J.  F.  Paine)  from  the  Fayette  Reporter.  Some  correc¬ 
tions  have  been  made  in  the  spelling  of  proper  names,  though  we  are  not  en¬ 
tirely  sure  that  we  should  have  done  even  that  much,  since  the  very  imperfec¬ 
tions  in  language  used  by  the  pioneers  in  describing  their  experiences  seem  to 
add  “lustre”  and  interest  to  their  recitals.  With  the  further  explanation  that 
much  of  the  history  embraced  in  these  articles  has  been  presented  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  township  history  of  the  locality  where  the  events  occurred,  but 
not  in  a  “Peter  and  Polly”  story,  we  submit  it  to  the  reader  without  further 
apology. 

A  gentleman  who  has,  perhaps,  been  quoted  more  often  than  any  other 
by  writers  upon  early  history  of  Fayette  county,  has  prepared  the  following 
unique  articles,  in  which,  with  more  or  less  fanciful  language  and  fanciful 
names  in  the  earlier  part,  he  deals  with  historical  facts,  some  of  which  have 
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never  before  been  published.  The  articles  contain  a  partial  biography  of  the 
first  white  couple  that  settled  in  this  county  together  with  that  of  the  immedi¬ 
ate  families  from  which  they  descended.  The  date  of  settlement  is  placed 
somewhat  earlier  than  that  usually  accepted,  but  the  author  states  that  in  case 
these  dates  are  questioned  he  stands  ready  to  reveal  his  identity  and  show  the 
correctness  of  his  conclusions. 

In  an  early  time  in  one  of  the  eastern  states,  probably  in  western  New 
York,  there  lived  two  families  near  together.  Each  had  a  boy  near  the  same 
age,  fifteen  years.  It  was  usual  in  those  times  for  boys  to  hire  out  to  some 
tradesman  to  learn  a  trade.  The  fathers  of  these  boys  made  contracts  with 
two  tradesmen,  one  a  carpenter  and  one  a  blacksmith.  The  contracts  were 
generally  until  the  boy  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  The  tradesmen  were  to 
teach  them  the  trade,  send  them  to  school  a  certain  length  of  time  and  give 
them  a  certain  amount  when  they  were  twenty-one.  Sometimes  it  was  a 
horse,  sometimes  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  often  a  stipulated  amount  of  money. 

These  boys  worked  at  their  trades  until  their  time  was  out.  One  day  as 
they  were  talking  the  matter  over  one  said  to  the  other : 

“John,  have  you  any  plans  for  the  future?  You  know  our  time  will  be 
up  in  the  spring  and  we  should  be  thinking  what  we  are  going  to  do.” 

“I  have  not  been  thinking  much  about  it;  have  you?”  John  replied. 

“Yes,  I  have,  some  lately.” 

“What  is  it,  Jim?” 

“I  have  been  thinking  of  going  west  and  I  want  you  to  go  with  me.” 

“All  right,  Jim,  I  would  like  such  a  trip,  as  I  do  not  see  any  chance  for 
a  young  man  to  get  a  start  here.” 

So  they  talked  the  matter  over  with  their  parents  and  their  girls,  and  when 
they  had  finished  they  were  nearly  ready  to  take  Horace  Greeley’s  advice  to 
“Go  west  and  grow  up  with  the  country.” 

In  the  spring  the  boys  were  ready,  packed  their  carpet  bags,  bid  their 
parents  and  sweethearts  good  bye,  and  started  on  their  long  journey,  promising 
to  write  when  they  got  located. 

They  traveled  until  they  reached  the  big  woods  in  western  Indiana. 
Thinking  that  would  be  a  good  place  to  locate,  as  the  Indians  had  been  moved 
away  and  a  few  whites  were  coming  in,  they  selected  eighty  acres  of  land  with 
a  creek  running  near  the  west  line  which  would  furnish  plenty  of  good  wa<:er 
near  by.  They  divided  the  eighty  acres,  forty  acres  being  all  that  one  man 
could  use  in  a  heavy  timber.  They  immediately  set  about  building  a  log  house 
for  each  near  the  little  creek.  Meantime  they  sent  word  to  their  girls  that 
they  had  located,  giving  a  fine  description  of  the  country  and  their  location. 
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and  saying  that  they  were  building  a  house  for  each  near  together;  that  they 
could  guess  what  they  meant,  and  promising  to  be  at  home  as  soon  as  they 
could  get  ready  to  go  back  in  the  fall  before  cold  weather.  Of  course  the  girls 
were  delighted  to  hear  from  them  and  set  about  to  give  them  a  good  reception. 

The  boys  worked  hard  clearing  a\vay  brush  and  timber  and  building  their 
cabins.  They  had  very  few  tools  to  work  with.  They  split  out  their  shakes 
for  the  roof,  weighted  them  down  with  poles,  hewed  out  their  lumber  for  the 
floor  with  the  broad  ax  and  split  out  lumber  for  the  doors,  as  there  was  not  a 
sawed  board  within  fifty  miles  of  them.  They  used  wooden  pins  for  nails 
and  made  wooden  hinges.  It  was  a  hard  task  to  build  a  house  in  those  days, 
but  they  finally  finished  the  cabins  the  best  they  could  for  the  present,  thinking 
they  could  put  on  the  finishing  touches  when  they  came  back  with  more  tools. 

They  started  on  their  long  journey  for  home,  reaching  there  all  right, 
tired,  ragged  and  dirty,  with  beards  long  and  shaggy,  as  they  had  not  shaved 
since  they  left  home.  Their  people  hardly  knew  them,  but  they  gave  them  a 
grand  reception.  The  boys  and  the  girls,  too,  went  to  work  with  a  vim  getting 
ready  to  return  before  cold  weather.  Their  parents  fitted  them  out  with  a 
yoke  of  oxen  and  a  cow  each,  covered  their  wagons  with  heavy  oil  cloth  to 
turn  rain,  and  gave  one  a  set  of  blacksmith’s  tools  and  the  other  a  set  of  car¬ 
penter’s  tools.  The  old  ladies  fitted  the  girls  out  with  the  best  cooking  utensils 
they  had  in  those  days. 

One  evening  when  they  were  all  ready  they  called  in  the  old  Baptist  min¬ 
ister  and  had  a  double  wedding.  The  boys  traded  sisters  and  the  girls  traded 
brothers. 

So,  with  good  byes  and  sobs  and  tears,  they  left  their  parental  homes  for 
their  new  homes  in  the  far  west,  their  parents  thinking  they  would  never  see 
them  again. 

The  double  honeymoon  was  spent  on  the  road.  It  was  a  great  journey. 
Every  night  they  would  turn  their  oxen  and  cows  out  to  feed  while  supper  was 
being  prepared  over  a  fire  and  the  cooking  done  for  the  next  day.  They  would 
milk  their  cows,  put  the  milk  into  churns  and  the  motion  of  the  wagons  would 
churn  it  so  that  they  could  have  fresh  butter  every  day.  After  supper  they 
would  tie  their  cattle  up  for  fear  they  would  stray  off,  and  would  sleep  in  the 
wagons.  It  was  a  'wonderful  experience  for  the  girls,  for  they  had  never  been 
away  from  home  before.  They  sent  back  word  as  often  as  possible  to  let  the 
old  people  know  that  they  were  all  right  and  having  a  good  time. 

Reaching  their  new  homes  safely,  the  girls  found  everything  to  their 
liking  and  all  went  to  work  to  prepare  for  winter. 

The  winters  were  not  as  cold  in  that  country  as  in  the  east.  There  was 
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some  snow,  but  it  would  soon  go  off.  There  was  plenty  of  game,  wild  hogs, 
wild  turkeys  and  deer.  These  furnished  an  abundance  of  meat  if  they  could 
only  learn  to  catch  it.  Hunting  is  a  trade.  Few  men  make  good  hunters.  It 
requires  both  courage  and  caution,  especially  in  hunting  wild  hogs.  They  are 
different  from  most  wild  animals ;  Will  hunt  for  their  food  all  day,  but  go  back 
to  a  certain  place  to  sleep  if  they  are  not  disturbed.  About  the  only  way  you 
can  get  one  is  to  creep  up  to  them  when  they  are  in  their  nest  and  shoot  one  as 
they  start  out  in  the  morning.  But  you  must  be  sure  to  kill  him  dead.  If  you 
don't,  you  had  better  have  a  good  place  to  climb,  for  if  you  make  one  squeal, 
you  had  better  face  a  den  of  lions.  There  were  plenty  of  them  in  Kentucky, 
Illinois,  Indiana  and  Missouri  in  an  early  day.  They  lived  on  acorns,  chest¬ 
nuts  and  beech  nuts,  and  made  fine  pork  if  you  could  get  one  a  year  old  in  the 
early  fall. 

The  two  families  lived  well  through  the  winter  on  Johnny  cake,  milk  and 
butter.  But  it  was  hard  on  their  cattle  as  there  was  no  hay  in  the  country. 
They  had  to  live  on  browse  and  a  little  corn.  The  boys  went  to  work  clearing 
a  piece  of  ground  ready  to  plant  early  in  the  spring.  They  would  cut  down 
the  large  basswood  and  maple  trees  and  the  cattle  would  eat  off  the  buds. 
The  boys  would  then  cut  up  the  logs,  roll  them  in  piles,  pile  the  brush  on  top 
and  burn  them. 

It  was  a  big  job  to  make  a  farm  in  the  timber.  If  a  man  cleared  an  acre 
every  winter  ready  for  the  plow  in  the  spring  he  did  well.  A  man  would  be 
getting  old  by  the  time  he  would  get  forty  acres  cleared.  They  saved  the  best 
logs  from  their  clearing  and  built  a  large  blacksmith  shop  and  carpenter  shop 
together  so  that  they  could  work  at  their  trades  in  bad  weather.  They  made 
chair  frames  and  wove  hickory  bark  in  for  bottoms,  also  a  spinning  wheel  and 
loom  so  the  girls  could  work  at  their  trade  of  spinning  and  weaving  as  well  as 
keeping  house. 

They  soon  got  a  few  sheep  and  geese,  ducks,  chickens  and  turkeys. 
Wild  turkey  eggs  were  hatched  under  hens.  They  were  easily  tamed  and 
made  very  fine  birds,  both  large  and  hardy.  The  place  was-  well  calculated  for 
raising  geese  for  their  feathers.  These  supplied  new  beds  as  their  needs  in¬ 
creased.  They  spun  and  wove  the  cloth  for  new  clothes  and  lived  an  inde¬ 
pendent  and  happy  life. 

In  due  time  there  came  a  little  boy  to  stay  with  the  blacksmith.  He  was 
a  fine  little  fellow,  weighed  ten  pounds  and  was  named  Peter.  He  was  the 
pet  of  both  families  until  two  years  later  when  a  little  girl  came  to  the  car¬ 
penter’s  house  and  was  called  Polly.  Peter  thought  Polly  was  the  nicest  dolly 
he  ever  saw  and  wanted  to  stay  with  her  all  the  time.  ‘When  she  was  a  little 
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older  he  would  lead  her,  teaching  her  to  walk  and  talk.  She  soon  became 
large  enough  to  take  part  in  all  his  plays.  Their  mothers  took  great  pride  in 
them,  clothed  them  in  their  best  home  spun  garments  and  sent  them  to  school 
together. 

The  country  began  to  settle  up  and  Peter’s  father  had  more  work  in  the 
shop,  but  Peter  did  not  like  blacksmithing  and  would  rather  work  in  the  open 
air.  When  he  got  older  his  father  let  him  work  in  the  clearing  at  piling  and 
burning  brush.  Polly  would  help  him  pile  and  burn  brush.  She  would  go 
with  him  after  the  cows  and  hunt  squirrels  and  turkeys.  Their  mothers  made 
them  some  bathing  suits  and  their  fathers  taught  them  to  swim  in  the  creek 
near  by.  Polly  s  mother  taught  her  to  do  house  Work,  spin  and  weave  as  well 
as  raise  poultry,  so  that  she  would  know  how  to  keep  house. 

We  cannot  say  that  the  friendship  of  Peter  and  Polly  ripened  into  love, 
for  they  always  loved  each  other  from  babies.  One  day  as  they  were  out  for 
a  walk  together  Peter  said  : 

“Polly,  do  you  know  what  I  have  been  thinking  about?” 

“No,  Peter,  what  is  it?” 

“I  have  been  thinking  about  going  west  across  the  big  river.  1  will  be 
twenty-one  in  the  spring  and  you  will  be  nineteen.  If  we  ever  expect  to  get 
a  home  of  our  own,  it  is  time  we  were  thinking  about  it.  I  am  tired  of  try¬ 
ing  to  make  a  farm  in  this  timber.  I  have  been  reading  what  a  beautiful 
country  it  is  beyond  the  river,  good  water,  timber  and  nice  prairie.  All  we 
would  have  to  do  is  to  plow  up  the  ground  and  plant  a  crop,  without  so  much 
chopping,  digging  and  burning.” 

“That  would  be  very  nice,  Peter,  but  I  cannot  think  of  your  going  off 
that  way  alone.” 

“It  would  be  so  lonesome  I  could  not  live  without  you.  I  would  select 
a  nice  home  and  come  back  after  you.” 

“I  cannot  consent  to  have  you  go  so  far  away  alone.  If  you  will  go,  I 
will  go  with  you.” 

“Well,  Polly,  I  would  like  to  take  you,  but  it  would  be  a  hard  journey.” 

“Not  nearly  as  hard  as  it  would  be  to  stay  at  home.  I  would  be  afraid 
the  Indians  would  kill  you.” 

“Then  there  is  but  one  thing  to  do  and  that  is  to  get  married  and  go 
together.” 

“All  right.  I  cannot  let  you  go  alone.” 

So  they  told  their  parents  of  their  plans,-  and  While  the  older  people  did 
not  like  to  have  them  go  so  far  from  home,  they  could  not  object,  for  it  was 
precisely  what  they  had  done.  Preparations  were  made  for  the  journey  in  the 
(34) 
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spring.  On  the  first  of  April  the  carpet  bags  were  packed  and  all  was  ready 
but  one  thing.  Then  they  called  in  the  parson  one  evening  and  were  made 
one.  A  fine  wedding  supper  followed  and  in  the  morning  they  took  an  early 
start. 

It  had  been  their  plan  to  take  the  old  diagonal  road  from  Paris,  in  Edgar 
county,  Illinois,  to  Galena,  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  state,  about  three 
hundred  miles.  Peter  concluded  this  would  be  too  long  a  journey  for  Polly 
to  make  on  foot  and  carry  her  satchel.  They  went  directly  west,  striking  the 
Mississippi  at  the  nearest  point  and  taking  a  steamer  for  Dubuque  where  they 
would  get  supplies  for  the  remainder  of  their  journey. 

Dubuque  was  a  small  village  of  about  three  hundred  inhabitants,  mostly 
French  traders  who  had  married  squaws.  Dubuque,  for  whom  the  town  was 
named,  married  the  daughter  of  a  chief  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians.  There 
were  very  few  white  women  in  the  place  at  that  time,  1838. 

The  inhabitants  were  very  much  interested  in  Peter  and  Polly,  never  hav¬ 
ing  seen  such  a  couple  before.  They  were  large  and  of  fair  complexion. 
Peter  stood  six  feet  in  his  stockings,  was  well  built  and  weighed  one  hundred 
and  eighty  poynds,  while  Polly  was  a  beautiful  girl,  fair  and  rosy,  five  feet 
eight  inches  tall,  and  weighed  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  very  different 
from  the  Indian  squaws.  The  Frenchmen  all  fell  in  love  with  her,  but  Peter 
gave  them  to  understand  that  she  belonged  to  him  and  he  was  able  to  protect 
her. 

Peter  bought  a  wagon  and  a  fine  yoke  of  oxen  from  an  emigrant,  a  break¬ 
ing  plow,  tools  for  building  and  a  cooking  outfit,  also  provisions  to  last  until 
they  could  raise  some.  He  bought  the  finest  rifle  on  the  market  and  a  good 
cow.  He  also  covered  the  wagon  with  oilcloth  that  it  might  serve  as  a 
shelter  until  a  house  could  be  built. 

Taking  the  old  trail  from  Dubuque  to  St.  Paul,  they  traveled  two  or  three 
days,  aiming  to  strike  the  neutral  strip  that  the  government  had  purchased 
from  the  Sioux  and  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  thinking  that  they  “would  not 
be  troubled  by  Indians  as  that  was  neutral  ground  and  neither  tribe  had  per¬ 
mission  to  occupy  it.  One  evening  they  came  to  a  fine  little  creek  of  clear 
water  at  the  edge  of  the  timber,  a  good  place  to  camp  since  there  was  plenty 
of  wood  for  fire  and  grass  for  the  cattle. 

The  next  day  being  the  Sabbath,  they  rested,  and  on  Monday  Polly  said : 

“Is  not  this  a  beautiful  spot?  It  looks  more  like  home  than  any  place 
we  have  seen.  Have  we  not  traveled  far  enough?  Here  is  good  water,  tim¬ 
ber  and  prairie  all  together,  and  if  we  are  going  to  raise  a  crop  this  year  it  is 
time  (May  15th)  we  were  planting  it.” 
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Peter  agreed,  so  they  unloaded  the  plow  and  Peter  turned  over  some  sod, 
where  Polly  put  in  the  garden  while  he  broke  more  for  corn.  This  spot  is 
now  a  part  of  the  A.  N.  McGarvey  farm  just  northwest  from  the  bridge. 

They  used  the  wagon  for  a  house  until  the  planting  was  done.  They 
worked  away  happily  and  were  not  bothered  by  neighbors,  the  nearest  being 
Joe  Hewett  down  in  Clayton  county.  Wild  animals  were  plentiful,  but  not 
troublesome.  The  wolves  were  saucy,  but  they  would  bring  the  cattle  up  to 
the  wagon  in  the  light  and  Peter  trusted  to  his  rifle  for  protection.  As  long 
as  the  Indians  did  not  molest  them  they  were  not  afraid.  After  the  crop  was 
planted  they  built  a  shanty  and  took  time  to  build  a  good  one,  as  they  knew 
it  was  a  cold  country. 

As  soon  as  possible  Peter  and  Polly  sent  a  letter  by  messenger  to  the 
nearest  postoffice.  This  letter  was  addressed  to  their  parents  back  in  Indiana. 
It  told  of  their  safe  arrival,  set  forth  in  glowing  terms  the  fine  country  they 
had  found  and  the  splendid  location  they  had  chosen.  It  also  told  of  the  ex¬ 
cellent  opportunity  of  obtaining  land  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre  already  cleared.  It  told  of  the  advantages  of  the  prairie  over  the  tim¬ 
ber  especially  when  the  timber  was  near  by. 

I  hey  got  their  house  built  in  good  time  for  winter  and  raised  a  fine  crop 
of  corn,  potatoes  and  garden  truck.  They  also  made  a  lot  of  hay  for  the  cat¬ 
tle  in  the  winter,  so  they  were  well  prepared  for  the  cold  weather.  They  could 
not  get  their  corn  ground,  but  they  could  grate  it  and  hull  it,  and  Peter  would 
kill  a  deer  once  in  awhile,  so  they  had  plenty  of  venison.  It  was  too  cold  a 
country  for  the  wild  hog  and  the  wild  turkey,  as  they  could  not  live  over  win¬ 
ter  here.  In  a  short  time  there  were  two  young  men  came  from  the  east  and 
took  land  south  of  them  (now  the  Lamb  place),  and  a  family  named  Mumford 
settled  on  Brush  creek.  Another  family  named  Parks  settled  a  mile  west  on 
what  is  now  the  V.  E.  Strayer  farm. 

Peter’s  father  was  induced  to  sell  out  and  came  west  in  1839.  He  built  a 
log  house  on  the  west  end  of  Peter’s  house,  so  they  had  a  double  log  house. 
And  the  old  gentleman  took  land  north  of  Peter’s. 

Peter’s  brothers  thought  they  would  speculate  some,  so  they  got  a  break¬ 
ing  team  and  would  look  up  nice  locations  and  break  up  five  or  six  acres  to 
hold  the  place  for  pre-emption,  and  when  the  country  began  to  settle  they 
would  sell  their  claims  at  a  good  profit.  Andrew  Hensley  bought  his  land 
from  one  of  them  at  Bear  Grove  in  Smithfield  township  in  1842.  Peter  and 
Polly  had  plenty  of  neighbors,  but  they  were  doomed  to  disappointment. 

Our  hero  had  settled  on  the  neutral  strip,  thinking  that  he  would  not  be 
troubled  by  Indians,  but  Uncle  Sam  traded  for  the  land  of  the  Winnebagoes 
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in  Wisconsin  and  moved  the  full  blooded  Winnebago  Indians  here.  Then  the 
fun  began.  The  Sioux  on  the  north  hated  the  Winnebagoes  as  badly  as  they 
did  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  and  would  scalp  them  when  they  could  catch  them. 

In  1840  the  government  built  Fort  Atkinson  and  stationed  two  companies 
of  soldiers  there  to  keep  peace  among  the  Indian  tribes  and  for  protection  to 
the  few  white  settlers  there  were  in  the  country.  Peter’s  father  was  a  black¬ 
smith  and  was  getting  rather  old  to  farm.  He  liked  the  trade  better,  so  hired 
to  Uncle  Sam  to  work  at  the  fort  and  moved  up  there. 

One  day  as  Peter  was  out  near  the  old  military  road  mowing,  there  came 
a  young  man  plodding  along  'with  an  old  fashioned  saddlebag  across  his 
shoulders.  The  stranger  introduced  himself  as  a  doctor  looking  for  a  loca¬ 
tion.  He  had  heard  there  was  a  white  settlement  out  here  somewhere  and 
was  looking  for  it. 

“The  only  white  settlement  I  know  of  is  here,”  said  Peter,  “but  I  do  not 
think  we  need  a  doctor.  I  am  sure  Polly  and  I  do  not,  but  you  look  tired. 
Come  down  to  the  house  and  get  something  to  eat  and  see  Polly  and  the  chil¬ 
dren.” 

The  doctor  admitted  that  the  family  did  not  seem  much  in  need  of  a  phy¬ 
sician,  so  after  staying  over  night  he  proceeded  to  Fort  Atkinson  and  finally 
established  himself  at  the  mission  five  miles  this  side  of  the  fort  where  he  be¬ 
came  a  very  useful  and  influential  man.  He  was  a  minister  as  well  as  a  physi¬ 
cian,  and  when  the  school  was  established  at  the  mission  he  Was  employed  to 
teach  it. 

All  went  well  with  Peter  and  Polly  and  their  few  neighbors  until  in  the 
fall  of  1842.  A  family  named  Tegarden  and  a  young  man  named  Atwood 
came  up  from  Dubuque  and  built  a  log  house  in  the  ravine  about  one  and  one- 
half  miles  west  of  Peter’s  cabin  (this  was  across  the  road  from  where  James 
House  now  lives  on  the  Lease  farm),  and  began  selling  whisky  to  the  Indians. 
Indians  are  very  fond  of  “fire  water”  as  they  call  it,  so  it  is  even  more  certain 
to  make  trouble  with  them  than  with  white  men. 

One  evening  three  Indians  came  to  Tegarden’s  shanty  and  with  Tegarden 
and  Atwood  began  drinking  freely.  Tegarden  was  ugly  and  drove  his  wife 
out  of  the  house.  She  went  down  to  Peter’s  cabin  for  the  night.  The  five 
men  became  still  more  intoxicated  and  finally  all  lay  down  on  the  floor  before 
the  fire  and  went  to  sleep. 

Sometime  in  the  night  the  Indians  awoke  and  finding  the  white  men  still 
asleep,  they  tied  them  and  commenced  to  beat  them  with  a  club.  Tegarden 
said  if  they  were  going  to  kill  him  to  take  the  gun  and  shoot  him.  One  of  the 
Indians  then  took  the  rifle  and  sent  a  bullet  through  his  head.  Atwood  was 
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tortured  longer,  but  was  finally  killed.  The  little  boy  was  killed  with  a  club 
and  the  two  other  children  were  badly  wounded  with  a  knife. 

These  two  were  sharp  enough  to  pretend  to  be  dead,  and  the  Indians 
thinking  they  were,  went  out  to  the  stable  to  harness  and  hitch  up  the  horse. 
While  the  Indians  were  thus  busy  the  two  wounded  children,  a  girl  of  nine  and 
a  boy  of  seven,  slipped  out  of  the  house  in  their  night  clothes  and  hid  in  the 
willows  by  the  spring  three  or  four  rods  from  the  house.  When  the  Indians 
had  hitched  up  Tegarden’s  horse  they  returned  to  the  house  and  after  taking 
what  whisky  they  could,  set  the  building  on  fire  and  left. 

By  the  light  of  the  burning  cabin,  the  two  children  made  their  way  one 
and  one-cpiarter  miles  east  to  the  Beatty  place.  Their  route  next  day  could 
be  traced  by  the  blood  on  the  snow.  When  they  got  within  forty  rods  of 
Beatty’s  house,  now  the  Lamb  place,  they  could  go  no  further  but  climbed  on 
a  fence  and  hollowed.  Beatty  heard  them,  and  going  out  brought  them  in, 
one  under  each  arm.  Their  toes  were  frozen,  but  not  badly,  and  they  both 
recovered  except  for  scars. 

Of  course  there  was  great  excitement  in  the  little  white  settlement.  Mrs. 
Tegarden  went  back  to  Dubuque  with  her  wounded  children.  The  Mumford 
family  went  back  to  their  house  on  Brush  creek,  north  of  where  Arlington  now 
stands.  Parks,  who  was  on  the  V.  E.  Strayer  place,  took  his  family  to  Plew- 
ett’s  cabin  in  Clayton  county.  Polly  became  so  nervous  that  Peter  took  her 
up  near  the  fort  where  they  could  have  better  protection.  The  settlement  was 
nearly  broken  up,  but  Beatty  and  Orrear  and  the  two  Wilcox  boys  said  they 
were  not  going  to  leave.  They  had  good  rifles,  plenty  of  ammunition  and  a 
couple  of  large,  savage  dogs.  With  these,  they  felt  able  to  meet  quite  a  body 
of  Indians.  The  soldiers  were  notified  and  soon  captured  the  Indians,  sending 
them  to  Dubuque  for  trial. 

After  Peter  and  Polly  left  there  was  not  a  White  woman  in  Fayette 
county,  unless  perhaps  Mrs.  Mumford  still  remained  near  the  Clayton  county 
line. 

Some  time  during  the  winter  of  1843  Orrear  married  Peter’s  sister,  who 
was  living  with  her  parents  near  the  mission,  five  miles  this  side  of  Fort 
Atkinson.  He  brought  her  home  with  him  and  Beatty  hired  a  man  and  moved 
down  on  his  land  where  Fayette  now  stands,  putting  up  a  cabin  near  the  site 
of  the  present  Mrs.  James  Robertson  residence.  Parks  came  back  to  his 
place  and  his  stepfather,  Messenger,  came  in  1845,  settling  near  him.  Peter 
sold  his  home  to  Polly’s  brother,  Van  Dorn,  who  about  this  time  married  a 
Messenger  girl. 

The  little  settlement  was  thus  started  again.  There  should  be  a  monument 
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raised  where  this  old  Wilcox  house  stood,  where  Peter  and  Polly  first  settled. 
In  addition  to  being  the  first  house  built  in  the  county  I  think  it  sheltered 
more  families  than  any  that  has  since  been  built. 

As  we  stated  in  a  former  chapter,  Peter  and  Polly  were  Frank  P.  Wil¬ 
cox  and  wife,  who  settled  on  what  is  now  the  A.  N.  McGarvey  place,  in 
either  1837  or  1838.  Orrear  and  Beatty  came  in  1838  and  the  elder  Mr. 
Wilcox  in  1839,  Asa  Parks  in  1840,  the  Mumfords  in  1841  and  the  Tea¬ 
gardens  in  1842.  I  think  old  Mr.  Wilcox  and  wife  were  buried  at  the  mission 
near  Fort  Atkinson.  Beatty  and  Van  Dorn  sold  out  to  Mulliken  and  Bemis 
and  they  all  went  to  Oregon  in  1847,  except  Beatty,  who  went  to  Minnesota 
with  the  Indians  in  1848.  Fie  was  one  of  Minnesota’s  first  representatives. 

There  is  some  dispute  about  the  time  the  first  house  was  built  in  Fay¬ 
ette  county.  Mrs.  Mumford  says  her  husband  helped  Beatty  and  Orrear 
build  their  log  houses  in  1841.  I  think  that  is  true,  but  that  is  not  the  first 
log  house  they  built.  When  they  first  came,  in  1838,  they  built  a  small  log 
house  and  lived  in  it  a  number  of  years.  When  Orrear  made  up  his  mind 
to  marry,  he  built  a  larger  log  house  about  two  rods  north  of  the  first  one. 
I  think  that  is  the  one  Mumford  helped  to  build.  Fie  also  helped  Beatty  build 
his  house  on  the  J.  E.  Robertson  place  at  Fayette.  Orrear  used  the  first 
house  for  a  smoke-house  and  when  Alexander  bought  it,  they  used  it  for  a 
kitchen. 

The  second  white  settlement  in  Fayette  county  was  made  at  Bear  Grove, 
in  Smithfield  township.  Andrew  Hensley  located  his  land  on  the  line  between 
Smithfield  and  Fairfield  townships  in  1842,  but  did  not  bring  his  family 
until  1844.  John  Moine  made  his  selection  of  land  in  1845,  and  took  up  his 
residence  on  it  the  year  following.  In  1846,  Dan  Finney  located  north  of 
Arlington.  Both  Chauncey  and  John  Brooks,  with  their  families,  came  in 
1847,  and  settled  north  of  the  Grove.  The  former’s  second  wife  and  daughter 
still  live  on  the  old  farm. 

Parm  Newton  came  in  the  fall  of  1847  and  took  the  land  adjoining 
Finney  on  the  west  and  lived  in  the  house  with  the  Finney  family  until  he 
could  get  his  house  built,  which  he  finished  in  1848.  Two  more  families  were 
added  to  the  settlement  in  the  year  1848,  Dave  Fussell  who  settled  south 
of  the  Grove,  and  Lemon  Whiteley  located  northwest  of  the  Grove. 

These  pioneers,  though  so  far  removed  from  civilization,  were  not  with¬ 
out  patriotism,  and  as  the  Fourth  of  July,  1847,  drew  near,  arangements  were 
made  to  celebrate  the  nation's  birthday  at  the  Finney  home.  Early  in  the  day 
the  few  families  of  the  settlement  gathered  at  the  appointed  place,  ate  their 
picnic  dinner,  after  which  they  played  games,  shot  at  targets  and  enjoyed 
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carious  other  amusements.  I  do  not  think  they  had  a  fife  or  a  drum,  and  am 
not  at  all  sure  that  they  had  a  flag,  but  their  patriotism  was  just  as  sincere 
as  though  there  had  been  a  procession  of  a  thousand,  headed  by  a  good  band 
and  with  flags  galore. 

Wild  animals  were  plenty  in  those  days.  A  fine  hog  which  Hensley  had 
gotten  from  Joe  Hewett  strayed  off  in  the  woods  north  of  Finney’s.  One 
day  Finney  heard  a  hog  squealing  and  thinking  a  bear  had  the  hog,  grabbed 
his  gun  and  ran.  Sure  enough,  when  he  reached  the  scene  of  action  he  found 
that  a  big  black  bear  had  just  finished  killing  the  hog. 

Being  in  such  a  hurry,  he  had  not  used  as  much  caution  about  making  a 
noise  as  he  should  have  done,  and  the  bear  hearing  him,  ran.  Very  little 
of  the  hog  had  been  eaten  and  thinking  the  bear  would  return  to  finish  his 
breakfast,  he  hid  behind  some  thick  brush  and  waited.  He  didn't  have  to 
wait  long  before  he  saw  bruin  coming.  He  got  his  gun  all  ready  and  just 
as  the  bear  commenced  eating  he  took  good  aim  and  brought  him  down  at  the 
first  shot,  so  he  was  well  provided  with  pork  and  bear  meat. 

He  thought  this  would  be  a  good  time  to  get  the  big  wolf  that  had  both¬ 
ered  him  so  much,  so  he  set  a  trap  by  the  pig  and  was  rewarded  by  catching 
a  big  grey  wolf.  The  hides  of  the  bear  and  wolf  made  fine  robes  and  alto¬ 
gether  he  felt  quite  satisfied  with  his  efforts  and  better  paid  than  did  Hensley, 
who  furnished  the  bait. 


Pertinent  to  the  foregoing  “hog  and  bear”  story  is  the  following  dia¬ 
logue,  which  appeared  in  the  Fayette  County  Pioneer  on  November  30,  1863  : 
“A  passing  traveler  in  the  backwoods  met  with  a  settler  near  a  house  and 
inquired:  ‘Whose  house?’  ‘Mogs.’  ‘Of  what  built?’  ‘Logs.’  ‘Any  neigh¬ 
bors?’  ‘Frogs.’  ‘What’s  the  soil?’  ‘Bogs.’  ‘The  Climate?’  ‘Fogs.’ 
‘Your  diet?’  ‘Hogs.’  ‘How  do  you  catch  them?’  ‘Dogs.’  This,  it  is  pre¬ 
sumed,  ended  the  dialogue,  and  the  traveler  spurred  on  in  a  good  jog.” 

LOST  ON  THE  PRAIRIE. 

In  December,  1855,  N.  W.  Spears,  who  had  settled  in  township  92, 
range  10,  in  August  previous,  purchased  a  cow  of  a  settler  in  Smithfield 
township,  and  went  ,  with  his  boys,  Frank,  aged  thirteen,  and  Hart,  aged 
twelve  vears,  to  drive  the  animal  home.  They  hitched  the  cow  to  the  tail 
end”  of  the  wagon  and  started  for  home  about  two  o’clock  P.  M.,  but  they 
had  gone  only  a  short  distance  when  the  refractory  animal  broke  away.  They 
pursued  her  until  sunset,  when  they  arrived  at  the  cabin  of  Mr.  Barnes,  at 
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Long  Grove.  This  was  six  miles  from  home,  and  there  was  no  other  cabin 
on  the  prairie.  It  is  said  that  Spears  and  his  boys  drove  their  cow  into 
Barnes’  yard  and  “desired  to  stay  all  night,  but  they  (Barnes’  folks)  would 
not  keep  them but  this  was  very  unlike  Western  pioneers,  who  were  re¬ 
markable  for  their  hospitality;  and  one  can  scarcely  credit  that  anybody  would 
turn  away  a  neighbor  on  a  cold  winter’s  night.  However  this  may  have  been, 
Mr.  Spears  and  his  sons  started  for  home,  leading  the  cow.  Soon  after  they 
started,  darkness  overtook  them,  and  the  wind  changed  to  the  northwest 
and  blew  a  gale,  driving  the  snow  before  it  in  clouds,  and  the  little  party  soon 
became  bewildered.  They  struck  the  south  fork  of  the  Volga  too  far  south, 
turned  and  followed  it  northward  a  mile  or  two,  and  then  crossed.  Taking 
the  wind  for  their  guide,  they  traveled  until  about  midnight,  when  they  brought 
up  at  Crab  Apple  Grove,  about  six  miles  south  of  home.  Here  they  found  a 
track  leading  homeward,  which  they  followed  and  arrived  at  home  about 
two  o’clock  P.  M.,  having  been  twenty-four  hours  without  food  and  nearly 
exhausted. 

During  the  winter  of  1856-7,  Rev.  H.  W.  Zimmerman,  Peter  Corbly, 
Joshua  Burch  and  S.  R.  Maslay  got  lost  on  the  way  from  Strawberry  Point, 
and  traveled  in  a  circle  for  a  long  time.  A  severe  snow  storm  was  prevail¬ 
ing,  and  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  they  reached  home  after  abandon¬ 
ing  their  load  of  corn.  Mr.  Zimmerman  was  so  much  exhausted  when  he 
reached  home  that  he  could  not  speak,  and  his  face  was  covered  with  ice  and 
snow. 

In  1842  Andrew  Hensley  came  from  Wisconsin  to  Fayette  county,  and 
purchased  the  claim  of  Nathaniel  Wilcox,  on  or  near  section  1,  township  92, 
range  8.  about  five  miles  east  of  Beatty  and  Orrear’s.  Mr.  Hensley  went 
back  to  Wisconsin,  intending  to  return  to  his  western  home  in  the  same  fall, 
but  sickness  prevented.  In  September,  1843,  he  returned  as  far  as  Eads’  Grove, 
Delaware  county,  with  his  family,  consisting  of  a  wife  and  four  children, 
among  whom  was  Andrew  Jackson  Hensley,  then  a  lad  of  ten  years.  Here 
he  spent  the  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1844,  he  rented  Joe  Hewett’s  place, 
northwest  of  Strawberry  Point,  just  in  the  edge  of  Clayton  county,  and  moved 
his  family  into  a  little  cabin  about  one  a  half  miles  west  of  Hewett’s,  in  the 
edge  of  Fayette  county,  owned  by  Moses,  son  of  Joe  Hewett  by  his  first 
wife.  Here,  November  27,  1844,  Daniel  P.  Hensley  was  born,  a  claimant 
for  the  honor  of  being  the  first  white  child  born  in  Fayette  county.  He  is 
still  living.  Major  Mumford  and  wife  were  residents  of  this  county  in  the 
summer  of  1843,  when  their  daughter  was  born,  while  they  were  temporarily 
absent  in  Delaware  county. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


537 


It  is  said  that  one  Doctor  Wilbur,  probably  a  member  of  a  gang-  of  out¬ 
laws  infesting  the  western  settlements  in  Illinois,  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  came 
from  Wisconsin  to  Volga  City,  Clayton  county,  in  1842,  because  he  did  not 
care  to  contend  with  the  United  States  about  a  little  matter  like  manufacturing 
imitations  of  the  coin  of  the  realm.  The  bail  in  the  case,  three  hundred  dollars, 
he  had  paid  to  two  friends,  with  a  bonus  for  their  trouble,  and  migrated  to 
Iowa,  where  he  resumed  his  illegal  trade  at  Volga  City,  a  part  of  his  tools 
being  manufactured  by  a  blacksmith  of  that  place. 

It  is  said  that  Hewitt,  and  others  in  the  vicinity,  afforded  Wilbur  facilities 
for  prosecuting  his  vocation,  and  for  circulating  the  spurious  coin  he  manu¬ 
factured  ;  and  it  is  also  said  that  after  Mumford’s  departure,  some  of  Wil¬ 
bur’s  traps  were  found  in  his  house.  Wilbur’s  goods  were  of  superior  quality 
and  finish.  Mr.  John  Padelford  is  authority  for  the  statement  that  some  of 
his  coin  was  received  without  detection  at  the  United  States  land  office  at 
Dubuque.  Wilbur  did  not  remain  long,  however,  and  left  in  1842.  Counter¬ 
feit  money  was  also  made  and  distributed  in  Fayette  county  for  a  number  of 
years,  commencing  at  a  later  date  than  the  above,  and  several  early  settlers  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  county  were  under  suspicion.  One  of  them  served 
fifteen  years  in  the  penitentiary. 


POSTOFFICES. 

Forty  postoffices  show  upon  the  records  of  Fayette  county.  Of  this  num¬ 
ber,  but  twenty  are  in  existence  today.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  too  ardent  a  flight 
of  fancy  to  say  that  the  course  of  progress  in  the  county  is  marked  by  post- 
official  graves. 

Many  of  these  mail  distributing  points  established  by  the  government 
for  the  benefit  and  convenience  of  the  people  of  the  county  are  not  remembered, 
even  remotely,  by  the  present  generation.  Several  of  them  were  so  transitory 
as  to  almost  preclude  the  necessity  of  placing  them  upon  the  records.  Others 
remained  in  existence  many  years,  finally  yielding  up  the  ghost  under  pressure 
of  circumstances  incidental  to  the  march  of  empire. 

The  stage  lines  gave  way  to  the  railroads,  and  the  map  changed.  Towns 
which  once  seemed  rich  with  promise  faded  away  or  settled  down  to  a  drowsy, 
stunted  life,  while  others,  favored  by  the  powers  that  chose  the  pathway  for 

the  lines  of  steel,  took  on  lusty  growth. 

Later  the  rural  delivery  service  came  and  delivered  the  final  blow  to 
many  postoffices  which  had  survived  the  former  readjustments,  and  that  \al 
liable  and  ofttimes  picturesque  character,  the  cross-roads  postmastei,  pi  ac¬ 
tually  ceased  to  be  a  factor  in  the  affairs  of  the  county.  In  his  place  is  the 
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mail  box,  in  which  the  government  carrier  deposits  daily  the  letters  and 
papers  of  the  dwellers  in  outlying  districts.  There  is  probably  no  more  elo¬ 
quent  indication  of  the  changes  that  have  occurred  in  Fayette  county  during  the 
past  thirty-five  years  than  is  to  be  found  in  its  postoffices  and  in  the  mail 
service  given  the  people. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  writer  to  burden  the  reader  with  non-essential 
and  uninteresting  data,  yet  a  list  of  the  postoffices  of  the  county,  now  dis¬ 
continued,  would  seem  necessary  in  order  that  the  record  may  be  fairly  com¬ 
plete.  Such  a  list  follows,  with  the  year  of  establishment  of  each  office: 
Louisville,  1851;  Gamble  Grove,  1851;  Taylorsville,  1853;  Mill  Grove,  1853; 
Eden,  1853  ;  Corn  Hill,  1855  ;  Richfield,  1856;  Penn.  1861 ;  Scott  Center,  1865  ; 
West  Albany,  1872;  Illyria,  1851;  Bethel,  1866;  North  Fairfield,  1853; 
Windsor,  1853;  Leo,  1855;  Orion,  1856;  Wilson  Grove,  1861 ;  Putnam,  1862; 
Seaton,  1866,  Scott,  1897. 

The  postoffices  in  present  existence  in  Fayette  county  herewith  follow, 
together  with  the  date  of  establishment,  and  the  names  of  the  postmasters  of 
each  office,  in  the  order  of  appointment : 

West  Union,  1850— J.  W.  Rogers,  D.  Cook,  William  McClintock,  D. 
Lacy,  P.  F.  Crane,  S.  W.  Cole,  E.  N.  Phillips,  C.  H.  Talmadge,  William 
McClintock,  C.  H.  Talmadge,  Thomas  Loftus,  T.  L.  Green,  C.  F.  Chambers. 
Oelwein,  1873  (formerly  Otsego,  1857) — J.  G.  Woods,  J.  Mettlin, 

B.  H.  Bennett,  H.  S.  Day,  H.  Sprague,  J.  B.  Bennett,  P.  Sayles,  J.  B.  Ben¬ 
nett,  I.  Pattison,  J.  C.  Miller,  P.  Kane,  G.  W.  Jamison,  H.  R.  Martin,  Lew. 
I.  Sturgis,  A.  M.  Odell. 

Clermont,  1851 — C.  Sawyer,  C.  D.  Carlton,  E.  Stedman,  F.  S.  Palmer, 

G.  W.  S.  Lane,  F.  S.  Palmer,  C.  W.  D.  Lathrop,  F.  S.  Palmer,  E.  Stedman, 
M.  B.  Stedman,  Alex.  McKinley,  John  Crowe,  Alex.  McKinley,  John  Crowe. 

Elgin,  1852 — B.  Dimond,  George  Gay,  B.  Dimond,  E.  B.  Gipton,  L. 
Armstrong,  L.  B.  Baldwin,  F.  Wohlheter,  F.  M.  Garrison,  G.  A.  Stoehr,  F. 
Wohlheter,  L.  M.  Blakesley,  D.  W.  Redfield,  O.  P.  Miller,  P.  Dowse,  Sr., 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Bauder-Johnson,  C.  L.  Freiburghaus,  E.  G.  Stoehr,  Hans  Keiser. 

Arlington,  1856  (originally  Brush  Creek) — C.  N.  Moe,  C.  D.  Sham- 
baugh,  N.  Huckins,  C.  C.  Kelley,  W.  H.  Hoover,  C.  Hughson,  O.  H.  Osborn, 
M.  Shumway,  O.  H.  Osborn,  G.  A.  Doerfler,  O.  Z.  Wellman. 

Fayette,  1861  (formerly  Westfield,  1854)- — J.  N.  Axtell,  H.  N.  Sutton, 

H.  B.  Burley,  W.  H.  Derby,  H.  W.  Waterbury,  Z.  D.  Scobey,  Allen  Holmes, 
F.  N.  Holmes,  G.  E.  Comstock,  W.  B.  Lakin,  G.  E.  Comstock,  C.  H.  Hoyt. 

Lima,  1854  (formerly  Westfield,  1851) — S.  H.  Ludlow,  H.  W.  Light, 

C.  Newcomb,  J.  P.  Oelberg,  A.  Wheatley,  G.  W.  Ward,  A.  J.  Hensley,  P.  H. 
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Durfey,  N.  J.  Henry,  R.  E.  Matsel,  J.  J.  Oelberg,  P.  H.  Hastings,  J.  J.  Oel- 
berg,  Simon  Nefzgar,  A.  R.  Oelberg,  John  L.  Wallace,  Etta  M.  Wallace, 
A.  R.  Oelberg. 

Douglass,  1850 — D.  McDuffie,  Z.  Mcjunkins,  J.  Boale,  P.  Dowse,  E.  R. 
Carpenter,  C.  D.  Crane,  E.  P.  Bemis,  A.  Irving,  A.  R.  Southerland,  L.  Irving, 
G.  H.  Clawson,  L.  Irving,  Jennie  A.  McCleery,  D.  M.  Vermilya. 

Waucoma,  1855 — M.  B.  Goodall,  J.  Sutherland,  E.  W.  Huson,  A.  Suth¬ 
erland,  J.  P.  Webster,  O.  B.  Dodd,  L.  J.  Smith,  J.  M.  Burnside,  J.  J.  Kieron, 
J.  M.  Burnside,  A.  F.  Gressler,  J.  W.  Reed. 

Brainard,  1874 — B.  S.  Brainard,  R.  W.  Helm. 

Donnan,  1874 — A.  Odekirk,  O.  H.  Waldron,  T.  W.  Watson,  D.  S. 
Thompson. 

Randalia,  1874 — A.  F.  Randall,  Jennie  Duggan,  L.  A. .  Bratt,  Thomas 
McFadden,  Jennie  Smith,  A.  J.  Ramsey. 

Saint  Lucas,  1854  (formerly  Old  Mission) — F.  J.  Huber,  PI.  H.  Kunnen, 
Theo.  Perry,  George  Grossman,  F.  M.  Gerlemann,  Theo.  Perry. 

Oran,  1858— R.  O’Neil,  Alex.  J.  Prebble,  D.  W.  Weeks,  E.  E.  Shippy. 

Alpha,  1866  (formerly  Bethel) — E.  M.  Aiken,  N.  Ives,  T.  S.  Dickens, 
P.  Davis,  G.  W.  Bowers,  R.  S.  Brayton,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Bray  ton- Johnson,  E. 
E.  Gager. 

Wadena,  1863 — Z.  G.  Hurd,  J.  B.  Mitchell,  R.  E.  Matsel,  J.  N.  Hageman, 
George  G.  Scott,  C.  Herrling,  William  Jones,  L.  E.  Bigler,  A.  G.  Herding. 

Hawkeye,  1869 — D.  D.  T.  Hull,  T.  Cumming,  J.  W.  Stam,  V.  S.  Webb, 
Margaret  Burrows,  A.  B.  Peters,  J.  E.  Palmer,  A.  H.  Brooks. 

Maynard,  1873 — C.  B.  Rich,  E.  B.  Snedigar,  E.  L.  Payne,  E.  B.  Snedi- 
gar,  Ellen  L.  Snedigar,  Frank  Cummings. 

Eldorado,  1851 — E.  Elrod,  L.  Curtis,  B.  Iliff,  O.  P.  Lacy,  E.  Hurlbut, 
C.  B.  Ropes,  B.  H.  Ropes,  Theo.  Hesselmyer,  Paul  Buehrer,  William  Poet- 
ting.  C.  Peterson. 

Westgate,  1858  (formerly  Mill) — J.  Chichester,  N.  W.  Spears,  W.  E. 
Linstrum,  G.  M.  Murray,  J.  W.  Dwyer,  G.  M.  Murray,  N.  H.  Spears. 

STATISTICAL  INFORMATION. 

During  the  year  ending  December  31,  1909,  there  were  fines  collected 
by  the  mayors  and  justices  of  the  peace,  aggregating  $1,159.55.  The  prosecu¬ 
tions  were  mostly  on  minor  offenses,  punishable  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  or 
both.  Some  were  imposed  for  selling  liquor. 

For  the  same  period  the  county  treasury  was  enriched  to  the  extent  of 
$5,053.45  from  liquor  taxes,  collected  mostly  from  the  city  of  Oelwein. 
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The  court  expenses  of  Fayette  county  for  the  year  1909  were  $15,180.50, 
which  included  $2,747.38,  expenses  of  the  Oelwein  superior  court.  The 
items  cover  expenses  of  the  offices  of  clerk  of  the  district  court,  county  sheriff, 
county  attorney,  inquests,  justices  of  the  peace,  grand  jury,  district  court  and 
superior  court. 

The  bonded  indebtedness  of  Fayette  county,  on  January  1,  1910,  was 
$64,000,  bearing  interest  at  four  and  a  half  per  cent.,  payable  semi-annually. 
The  last  bond  of  $4,000  matures  on  the  1st  day  of  November,  1920,  and 
others  of  $3,000  to  $4,000  mature  at  intermediate  stages,  the  interest-paying 
dates  being  May  1  and  November  1  of  each  year. 

The  total  expenses  of  conducting  the  county  business  in  1909  was  $51,- 
708.45,  as  shown  by  warrants  issued  for  the  various  purposes,  including  all 
items  of  public  expense  except  the  insane,  bridges,  the  soldiers’  relief  fund, 
and  possibly  a  few  other  minor  expenditures.  This  sum  is  appreciably  less 
than  the  preceding  year,  when  the  expenditures  reached  $63,041.35. 
There  was  expended  from  the  bridge  fund  during  the  year  1909  the  sum 
of  $30,792,  of  which  $19,667.06  Was  on  contract  work  in  constructing  new 
bridges,  the  balance  being  paid  for  material  and  labor  on  repair  work  and 
minor  structures. 

The  sum  of  $6,435.52  was  paid  from  the  insane  fund  during  the  year 
1909,  on  account  of  the  insane  and  inebriates  of  the  county.  But  the  greater 
part  of  this  sum  was  paid  to  the  state  institution  for  the  insane,  and  to  the 
state  hospital  for  inebriates.  There  were  twenty-four  patients  from  this 
county  in  the  state  hospital  for  insane,  at  Independence,  and  one  in  the  kindred 
institution  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  Our  own  Fayette  County  Home  Asylum  pro¬ 
vided  for  twenty-nine.  Seven  inebriates  from  this  county  were  treated  at  the 
inebriate  hospital  at  Knoxville  during  the  year  1909. 

Fayette  county’s  contribution  to  the  Feeble  Minded  Institute  during  1909 
was  $76.89 ;  to  the  Orphans’  Home,  $72,  and  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum, 
$16.52,  total  to  the  three,  $165.41. 

During  the  year  1909  the  beneficiaries  of  the  Soldiers’  Relief  Fund  re¬ 
ceived  a  total  sum  of  $1,713,  divided  among  thirty-nine  persons.  Twenty- 
four  of  these  were  widows  or  dependent  mothers.  The  average  annual  dis¬ 
tribution  of  this  fund  in  Fayette  county  since  it  was  provided  for  by  law,  has 
been  $1,650. 

Few  people  in  the  county  fully  realize  the  amount  of  monetary  assistance 
which  our  local  school  system  derives  from  the  permanent  school  fund  of  the 
state.  The  sources  from  which  this  large  fund  was  derived,  and  the  methods 
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employed  to  maintain  it  intact,  are  explained  in  the  chapter  on  State  History. 
It  is  here  sufficient  to  say  that  the  only  part  of  it  which  can  ever  be  used  is 
the  interest  on  the  five  million  dollars  invested  on  real  estate  security  at 
six  per  cent.  This  interest  is  payable  semi-annually,  hence  the  school  fund 
money  derived  from  that  source  is  called  the  “semi-annual  apportionment.” 
All  persons  in  the  county  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years  are 
entitled  to  school  privileges.  Of  these,  many  are  not  yet  enrolled  in  school, 
while  most  of  those  who  are  approaching  their  twenty-first  year  are  per¬ 
manently  out  of  school.  But  these  facts  make  no  difference  in  the  distribution 
of  the  interest  on  the  permanent  school  funds  belonging  to  the  state.  All 
share  alike,  and  in  Fayette  county  the  two  semi-annual  apportionments  for 
the  year  1909  amounted  to  $1.04  per  capita.  The  receipts  for  the  year  for 
nine  thousand  and  thirteen  pupils  in  the  county,  were  $9,373-52-  When  we 
realize  that  this  annual  income  is  continuous,  and  varies  but  little  in  per  capita 
rating,  it  is  apparent  that  the  schools  whose  enumeration  is  large  and  expenses 
small,  are  almost  entirely  supported  by  the  semi-annual  apportionment. 

Sixty-one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars  of  the  Per¬ 
manent  School  Fund  are  loaned  out  on  mortgage  notes  in  Fayette  county, 
with  six  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  on  hand  January  1,  1910. 

THE  “TAX  FERRET”  COLLECTIONS. 

This  system  of  collecting  delinquent  taxes  and  correcting  evaded  assess¬ 
ments  was  provided  for  under  the  laws  enacted  by  the  twenty-eighth  General 
Assembly,  and  has  been  operative  in  Fayette  county  at  irregular  intervals 
since.  In  principle  it  reminds  one  of  the  days  when  the  country  was  deluged 
with  “bad  debt  collecting  agencies,”  whose  success  (if  they  had  any)  lay 
in  harassing  the  debtor  until  the  doubtful  method  exhausted  its  resources. 
Some  of  the  promoters  of  these  schemes  were  as  bad  as  the  delinquents  they 
soueht  to  torture.  But  the  state  came  to  the  rescue  and  declared  it  an  offense 
against  the  public  peace  to  adopt  such  methods,  and  they  were  ruled  out. 

One  can  easily  recognize  the  justice  in  compelling  men  to  list  their  prop¬ 
erty  for  taxation,  for  in  most  cases  the  evasions  come  in  the  item  of  “moneys 
and  credits,”  that  kind  of  property  being  the  more  easily  concealed  from  the 
assessors.  But  when  it  comes  to  distraining  the  widow  s  last  cow,  as  the 
law  provides  may  be  done,  and  the  over-zealous  collector  is  willing  to  do  ( for 
a  fee),  the  system  savors  greatly  of  the  puritanical  system  of  imprisonment 

for  debt ! 

During  the  year  1909  collections  were  made  by  tax  ferrets  in  twenty-four 
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corporations  in  Fayette  county,  from  which  Were  received  $15,840.72  in 
taxes  and  penalties.  Of  this  sum  the  collectors  received  fifteen  per  cent., 
or  $2,376.10.  No  doubt  a  large  proportion  of  this  money  should  have  been 
collected;  but  would  it  not  have  been  less  of  a  reflection  upon  the  ability  of 
the  local  officers  had  they  discharged  their  whole  duty  in  the  premises,  and 
thus  placed  the  parties  in  line  as  willing  contributors  to  the  public  revenue? 
The  idea  that  foreigners  must  be  brought  in  to  collect  our  taxes  is  repulsive 
in  the  extreme ! 

RAILROAD  MILEAGE  AND  VALUATION  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

There  are  133.161  miles  of  railroad  track  in  Fayette  county,  which,  with 
its  equipment,  is  valued  at  $652,023.  (See  township  histories  for  the  dis¬ 
tribution.) 


EXPRESS  COMPANIES  AND  TELEGRAPH  LINES. 

The  United  States  Express  Company  operates  over  the  Chicago,  Milwau¬ 
kee  &  St.  Paul  railroad  lines  and  the  Rock  Island  system  and  has  97.82  miles 
in  the  county.  The  Wells-Fargo  Express  Company  confines  its  business  to 
the  Chicago  &  Great  Western  and  its  branches,  and  has  35.341  miles  in  the 
county.  The  two  lines  have  an  assessed  valuation  in  the  county  of  $4,661. 
The  Western  Union  and  Postal  Telegraph  companies  have  the  same  mileage 
as  the  railrohds,  and  are  assessed  in  the  county  at  $10,124. 

TELEPHONE  COMPANIES. 

There  are  fourteen  companies,  large  and  small,  doing  business  in  Fayette 
county.  One  of  these  has  but  one  mile  of  line  in  the  county,  two  others  have 
but  three  miles  each,  and  another  has  less  than  five  miles.  The  total  mileage 
of  all  is  853.75  miles,  assessed  for  taxation  purposes  at  $32,677. 

The  three  railroads  operating  in  the  county  contributed  in  taxes  paid  by 
them  during  the  year  1909,  a  total  of  $24,278.52.  Of  this  sum,  the  Chicago 
Great  Western  paid  $9,489.15.  Jefferson  and  Oran  townships  and  the  city 
of  Oelwein  (in  Jefferson  township)  were  the  beneficiaries  to  the  extent  of 
$6,375.08. 

The  total  taxable  valuation  of  Fayette  county,  for  the  year  1909,  was 
$7,790,436.  It  is  estimated  that  the  assessment  rate,  as  equalized  by  the 
board  of  equalization,  is  less  than  half  of  the  actual  cash  value  of  the  property 
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listed,  while  the  exemptions  would  materially  reduce  this  proportion.  The 
tax  levy  for  the  year  for  general  revenue  was  18.7  mills.  Special  levies  were 
made  in  the  towns  for  miscellaneous  purposes,  such  as  board  of  health,  electric 
light,  water,  cemeteries,  sewers,  corporation  roads,  etc.  The  total  revenue  for 
the  year,  as  apportioned  among  the  different  townships  and  towns,  was 
$328,131.40. 

The  total  valuation  of  personal  property  in  the  county  for  the  year  1909, 
as  returned  by  the  assessors,  was  $5,807,276.  The  exemptions  were  $5,396, 
leaving  a  net  personal  valuation  of  $5,801,880,  and  the  taxable  valuation 
placed  upon  this  amount  was  $1,450,470. 

Poll  taxes  paid  by  persons  under  forty-five  years  of  age  were  4,029,  and 
of  those  over  forty-five,  2,802. 

CROP  STATISTICS  OF  FAYETTE  COUNTY  FOR  1908. 

No.  of  Acres. 


Winter  Wheat .  203 

Spring  Wheat .  7 11 

Corn  . .  84,154 

Oats .  63,623 

Barley . .  1 3’25  5 

Rye .  468 

Flax .  649 

Potatoes .  2>°4I 

Timothy .  50,407 

Clover .  7>I&9 

Prairie  Play .  16,360 

Pasturage  . l2>7’200 


3  76,260 


GROVES  AND  PRAIRIES. 

Peculiar  designations  of  locality  in  early  days,  and  in  use  to  some  extent 
at  present : 

‘‘Knob  Prairie,”  the  name  applied  to  the  high  spot  where  the  town  of 
West  Union  stands. 

Patch  Prairie,  named  by  William  Wells,  commenced  about  three  miles 
southeast  of  Knob  Prairie,  and  extended  in  a  southeasterly  direction  to  the 
county  line. 
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North  Prairie,  north  of  Knob  Prairie,  in  townships  94  and  95,  range  8. 

“Wilson’s  Grove,”  in  section  18,  19  and  30,  township  93,  range 
10  (Banks),  and  extending  into  Bremer  county. 

“Round  Grove,”  south  and  east  of  Knob  Prairie,  or  West  Union,  named 
by  William  Wells. 

“Turkey  Timber,”  the  timber  skirting  the  Turkey  river. 

“Volga  Timber,”  the  timber  skirting  the  Volga  river. 

“Lost  Grove,”  a  small  grove  that  stood  alone  on  the  prairie  about  two 
miles  west  of  Knob  Prairie. 

“Hickory  Grove,”  in  township  95,  range  10  (Eden). 

“Long  Grove,”  near  the  center  of  township  92,  range  9  (Harlan),  where 
Maynard  now  stands. 

“Corbly’s  Grove,”  in  township  92,  range  10  (Fremont). 

“Bear  Grove,”  in  township  92,  range  7,  and  township  92,  range  8. 

“Gamble’s  Grove,”  near  the  geographical  center  of  the  county,  in  town¬ 
ship  93,  range  9  (Center). 

“Dunham’s  Grove,”  changed  from  Gamble's  Grove  in  1852. 

“Crab  Apple  Grove,”  in  township  91,  range  10  (Oran). 

“Sac  Bottom,”  east  side  of  the  Turkey  river,  in  township  94,  range  7 
(Pleasant  Valley),  between  Elgin  and  Clermont.  On  the  “Sac  Bottom”  was 
the  old  Indian  burial  ground. 


EARLY  FARMING. 

In  the  fall  of  1845,  Andrew  Hensley,  who  had  sown  winter  wheat  on  the 
land  he  had  broken  the  previous  fall,  raised  a  bountiful  crop.  This  was  the 
first  wheat  known  to  be  grown  in  Fayette  county.  In  the  autumn,  as  soon 
as  he  could  get  some  of  it  threshed  and  dry  enough  to  grind,  he  sent  his  two 
boys,  Andrew  J.  and  Jacob  G.,  with  twelve  bushels  loaded  on  an  ox  wagon, 
to  Cascade,  Dubuque  county,  to  mill.  It  was  not  an  easy  task  “to  go  to  mill” 
in  those  days,  and  the  boys  were  gone  eight  days.  They  had  reached  Hewett’s, 
on  their  way  home  with  the  first  flour  made  from  Fayette  county  wheat,  but 
during  the  night  their  oxen  strayed  away,  and  the  next  morning,  not  finding 
their  team,  they  started  for  home.  They  were  barefooted,  and  were  in  con¬ 
stant  dread  of  rattlesnakes,  as  well  as  Indians.  Arriving  in  sight  of  home,  the 
boys  were  terrified,  as  they  could  discover  no  signs  of  life  about  the  premises, 
and  feared  that  the  rest  of  the  family  had  been  captured  and  carried  away 
by  the  Indians.  They  approached  their  home  very  cautiously,  with  heavy 
hearts,  but  were  much  relieved  and  rejoiced  when  they  found  their  father 
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and  mother,  at  the  other  side  of  the  cabin,  digging  potatoes.  Mr.  Hensley 
went  to  Hewett’s,  found  the  stray  cattle,  and  brought  the  flour  home  in  safety. 
The  boys  dreaded  the  Indians,  and  the  family  appears  to  have  had  good  cause 
for  hating  their  uncomfortable  and  insolent  neighbors. 

Isaac  Webster  had  a  claim  on  the  Volga  bottom,  a  short  distance  east 
of  Beatty’s,  lived  with  Beatty,  and  during  the  season  of  1844,  raised  a  crop 
of  oats  on  part  of  the  ground  now  covered  by  the  village  of  Fayette.  The 
crop  was  stacked  on  the  hill  where  the  Upper  Iowa  University  now  stands,  and 
was  “tramped  out”  by  oxen  during  the  following  winter.  During  the  winter 
of  1845,  Lorenzo  Mulliken  lived  with  Beatty,  and  A.  J.  Hensley  was  there 
a  part  of  the  winter  helping  Webster  thresh  his  oats,  which  Were  hauled  to 
Fort  Atkinson  and  sold.  Beatty  appears  to  have  been  a  roving  character,  dis¬ 
liking  to  remain  very  long  in  a  place,  a  characteristic  of  the  earliest  pioneers, 
who  led  the  way  for  others  to  follow.  About  1848,  it  is  said  that  Beatty  went 
to  Minnesota,  where  he  afterward  became  a  member  of  the  Legislature. 

In  the  spring  or  summer  of  1845,  Webster  sold  his  claim  on  the  Volga 
to  Lorenzo  Mulliken,  and  returned  to  Dubuque.  Mulliken  immediately  com¬ 
menced  the  construction  of  a  stone  fence  at  the  edge  of  the  bluff  surrounding 
the  south  part  of  his  claim.  Andrew  J.  Hensley  worked  with  him,  and  Hor¬ 
ace  Bemis,  who  bought  the  Orrear  improvements  the  next  year,  aided  him 
in  completing  it.  Mulliken  died  in  1847.  He  as  one  of  the  first  settlers  at 
Yankee  Settlement,  Delaware  county,  and  his  father,  Samuel  Mulliken,  was 
one  of  the  county  commissioners  of  Delaware  county  in  1847-8. 

PIONEER  PREACHERS  AND  EARLY  MARRIAGES. 

t 

The  territory  south  of  the  Winnebago  reserve,  being  open  to  settlement 
at  a  much  earlier  period  than  any  portion  of  the  reservation,  is  clearly  en¬ 
titled  to  credit  for  the  first  efforts  at  civilization.  The  settlements  were  scat¬ 
tered  over  a  considerable  area,  and  for  the  most  part,  seemed  to  be  lacking 
in  some  features  of  organization  which  usually  accompany  the  first  settlements 
in  a  new  country. 

With  the  opening  of  the  reservation  to  settlement  in  1848,  the  tide  of 
immigration  seemed  to  be  attracted  to  the  northern  and  north  central  por¬ 
tions  of  the  county,  and  so  continued  until  nearly  all  desirable  locations  (from 
the  view-point  of  the  settler)  were  taken.  This  accounts  for  the  “center  of 
population”  being  fixed  north  of  the  center  of  the  county  for  a  great  many 
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years,  and  probably  would  be  there  still  but  for  the  populous  city  of  Oelwein 
in  the  southern  tier  of  townships. 

But  many  of  the  “first  events,”  looking  to  permanency  and  internal  de¬ 
velopment,  clearly  belong  to  the  southeastern  part  of  the  county,  as  shown  in 
this  chapter. 


PIONEER  PREACHERS. 

The  first  religious  services  in  Fayette  county,  or  the  first  of  which  any 
knowledge  remains,  were  said  to  have  been  held  by  Rev.  John  Brown,  at  the 
house  of  Chauncey  Brooks  in  1848,  possibly  in  1847.  Mr.  Brown  belonged 
to  the  United  Brethren,  and  lived  in  Colesburg,  or  Yankee  settlement.  In 
1846,  he  built  a  hotel  at  Rockville,  Delaware  county,  but  his  wife  died  soon 
after,  and  his  children  managed  the  hotel,  while  he  spent  a  portion  of  his  time 
in  ministering  to  the  spiritual  necessities  of  the  pioneers  in  Delaware,  Fay¬ 
ette,  and  other  neighboring  counties,  and,  it  is  said,  married  a  Miss  Harrow, 
about  1847  or  1848. 

One  of  the  first  sermons  preached  by  Rev.  Mr.  Brown  was  at  the  Orrear 
cabin,  one  evening  in  the  summer  of  1848.  His  audience  was  composed  of 
three  or  four  white  men,  two  white  Women,  two  Indian  men,  and  an  educated 
squaw.  As  Brown  warmed  with  his  discourse,  he  began  to  pound  the  puncheon 
table  in  his  gesticulations.  One  of  the  Indians  leaned  toward  his  companion 
and  asked  him  what  that  meant.  He  answered  that  his  opinion  was  that  Brown 
wanted  to  fight.  Again  the  preacher’s  sunburnt  and  ponderous  fist  made  the 
table  jump  an  inch,  and  the  dishes  rattle  over  the  fireplace.  The  Indians  arose 
as  if  impelled  by  the  same  force,  clutched  their  blankets  with  their  left  hands, 
cleared  the  cabin  door  at  one  bound,  and  ran  into  the  grove  for  safety,  not 
caring  to  engage  in  a  theological  inquiry  with  a  man  so  sinewy  and  handy 
with  his  fists  as  Brother  Brown,  who,  they  feared,  might  pound  religion  into 
their  heads,  as  he  was  then  attempting  to  pound  it  into  the  table. 

Simeon  Clark,  the  pioneer  Methodist  preacher  of  Delaware,  visited  this 
county  at  an  early  date,  as  he  was  the  officiating  clergyman  at  the  wedding  of 
George  Culver  and  Miss  Castall,  in  February,  1847,  and  Clark  always  preached 
whenever  two  or  three  would  gather  together.  Mr.  Clark  went  to  the  mission 
in  1840-41,  and  after  the  settlements  began  to  be  made  on  the  Black  Hawk 
purchase,  he  did  some  preaching  in  the  wilderness.  Mr.  Clark  was  a  bee- 
hunter  in  1839,  and  traversed  the  woods  of  Delaware,  Buchanan  and  Fayette 
every  summer  for  years  after  that  time,  preaching  in  the  humble  cabins  of 
the  pioneers  on  the  Sabbath,  while  he  searched  for  wild  honey  during  the 
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week,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  he  may  have  preached  the  first  sermon 
in  Fayette,  as  he  did  in  Delaware.  It  seems  almost  certain  that  Clark  held 
religious  services  at  the  Wilcox  settlement,  as  early  as  1843  or  1844. 

Elder  Clark,  Methodist,  and  Elder  Brown,  of  the  United  Brethren,  were 
the  pioneer  preachers  of  Fayette  county. 

Rev.  James  Davis,  a  United  Brethren  preacher,  with  his  family  came  to 
the  county  in  August,  1849,  and  settled  in  Dover  township,  but  in  the  spring 
of  1850  removed  to  Lightville  (now  Lima),  having  rented  Harvy  Light’s  place, 
his  son  William  cutting  out  the  road  from  West  Union  to  Lightville.  During 
the  summer,  Mr.  Davis  built  a  log  cabin  about  a  mile  below  Light’s  mill,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Volga,  on  section  19,  township  93,  range  7  (Illyria  township). 
The  only  other  house  in  the  vicinity  was  that  of  Andrew  Hensley,  built  the 
previous  year.  Mr.  Davis  died  April  11,  1854,  and  in  1856  his  widow  mar¬ 
ried  Rev.  John  Brown,  the  pioneer  preacher  of  this  region,  well  known  as  a 
United  Brethren  preacher  in  Delaware,  Clayton  and  Fayette  counties.  Mrs. 
Davis  was  his  third  wife.  Mr.  Davis  was  among  the  earliest  ministers  to 
settle  in  Fayette  county,  and  is  said  to  have  preached  the  first  sermon  in 
Dover  and  West  Union  townships. 

In  the  fall  of  1850,  after  Mr.  Davis  had  moved  into  his  new  cabin,  his 
sons,  William  and  Ambrose  D.,  the  former  about  seventeen,  and  the  latter  six 
or  seven  years  old,  started  to  go  to  the  river,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  dis¬ 
tant,  fishing.  Ambrose,  the  little  shaver,  was  carrying  the  bait  and  was  sev¬ 
eral  rods  behind  his  brother,  when  he  came  to  a  very  large  basswood  tree 
that  had  blown  down.  William  had  passed  around  it,  but  Ambrose  clambered 
over  it.  While  standing  on  it,  he  noticed  a  peculiar  depression  in  the  bark 
toward  the  top  of  the  tree,  and  running  along  until  he  came  to  the  place,  he 
broke  through  and  fell  into  the  tree,  which  was  hollow,  and  the  wood  had  de¬ 
cayed  and  fallen  away  from  the  bark.  In  falling,  the  boy’s  feet  struck  some¬ 
thing  inside  that  frightened  him.  The  tree  was  so  large  that  he  couldn’t  get 
out  alone,  and  he  yelled.  William  came  running  back,  fearing  that  a  snake 
had  attacked  his  little  brother,  and  lifted  him  out  of  the  trap  into  which  he 
had  fallen.  Upon  further  examination,  the  boys  found  a  two-gallon  jug  about 
half  full  of  whisky,  a  nice  Indian  tomahawk,  three  fishing  spear  heads — made 
of  iron  and  about  twelve  inches  long — a  large  stone  pipe,  cut  out  of  some 
kind  of  red  stone  and  nicely  polished,  and  the  fragments  of  a  blue  blanket. 
The  boys  carried  the  articles  to  the  house,  and  Ambrose  says  his  father  thought 
that  they  had  been  deposited  by  Indians  who  had  got  drunk,  wandered  off  and 
forgot  where  they  had  left  them.  From  appearances,  they  had  been  hidden 
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in  the  old  tree  several  years  before,  and  the  more  probable  explanation  is  that 
the  redskin  who  left  them  there  took  a  dose  of  lead,  laid  down  suddenly  and 
died,  leaving  his  estate  to  be  settled  by  the  Davis  boys. 

GRAND  CELEBRATION  AT  AUBURN. 

Among  the  prominent  events  in  the  early  history  of  Fayette  county  was 
a  grand  celebration  of  the  birthday  of  the  nation  at  Auburn.  The  citizens 
commenced  to  make  arrangements  on  Saturday  evening,  May  20,  1854,  when 
a  public  meeting  was  held  “for  the  purpose  of  taking  measures  to  celebrate 
the  coming  anniversary  of  American  independence.”  Samuel  Hull  was  chair¬ 
man,  and  A.  L.  Dunn,  secretary.  At  this  meeting,  John  A.  Griffith,  James 
Boale,  A.  L.  Dunn,  James  Moore  and  Morris  B.  Earll  were  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  arrangements. 

The  officers  of  the  day  were  Samuel  Hull,  president;  Rev.  S.  D.  Helms, 
chaplain ;  John  A.  Griffiths,  W.  A.  Chase  and  C.  L.  Smith,  marshals ;  A.  L. 
Dunn,  toast  master ;  George  Brown,  M.  Woodruff  and  J.  C.  Gregory,  commit¬ 
tee  on  fire-works. 

A  tall  liberty  pole  was  raised  for  the  occasion,  from  the  top  of  which 
gracefully  and  proudly  floated  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  The  oration  proper  was 
delivered  by  Jacob  W.  Rogers,  Esq.,  of  West  Union,  followed  by  William 
McClintock,  Esq.,  and  C.  A.  Newcomb,  Esq.,  in  short  speeches.  The  dinner, 
prepared  for  the  occasion  by  Griffith  &  Pooler,  was  more  elaborate  than  had 
been  seen  or  eaten  in  Fayette  county  up  to  that  time. 

The  Hoaglands,  Henry  Hull  and  other  enterprising  citizens  of  Auburn 
had  organized  a  military  brass  band,  which  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the 
best  in  the  state  at  that  time.  A  military  company,  called  the  “Fayette 
Guards,”  properly  uniformed  and  under  command  of  Capt.  George  W.  Neff, 
with  the  band,  added  very  materially  to  the  interest  of  the  occasion. 

Among  the  toasts  on  that  memorable  occasion  were :  “The  Day  we  Cele¬ 
brate — May  it  never  be  desecrated  by  acts  of  tyranny  and  oppression” ;  “Amer¬ 
ica — The  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave”  ;  “Our  National  Honor — 
May  it  ever  remain  unsullied.” 

THE  FIRST  REPUBLICAN  MEETING. 

Until  about  1854,  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  divided  into  two 
great  political  parties,  the  Democratic  and  Whig;  but  there  had  been  another 
element  in  the  political  atmosphere  that  had  been  quietly  at  work,  preparing  the 
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way  for  a  revolution  in  political  organizations,  that  had  been  considered  as 
insignificant  by  the  leaders  of  both  political  parties,  and  the  vote  of  the  Anti¬ 
slavery  party  since  1844  had  been  so  light  as  to  excite  ridicule  and  derision. 
For  several  years  this  element  had  been  organized  distinctively  as  a  third 
political  party,  first  as  the  Liberty  or  Abolition,  and  then  as  the  Free-Soil 
party;  it  had  been  gradually  increasing  in  strength,  and  the  people  had  been 
gradually  discovering  the  encroachments  of  what  was  called  the  slave  power, 
until  1854,  when  there  was  a  general  breaking  up  of  existing  political  organi¬ 
zations.  The  Whig  and  the  Free  Soil  parties  disappeared,  and  a  new  party 
sprang  into  existence,  opposed  to  the  extension  of  the  institution  of  human 
slavery  upon  free  territory.  It  was  not  the  Abolition  party,  because  it  did  not 
propose  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  states  where  it  then  existed  as  a 
creature  of  local  or  municipal  law,  but  it  said  that  the  institution  must  not 
seek  to  extend  its  area,  and  must  not  exist  outside  of  those  states  where  it 
already  existed.  Upon  this  question,  the  Free  Soil  party  was  a  unit,  small, 
it  may  be,  but  appreciable  in  the  body  politic.  The  Whig  party  dissolved,  a 
small  portion  of  it  seeking  affiliation  in  the  Democratic  party.  That  party  was 
also  broken  up  and  dismembered,  but  retained  the  name,  while  it  practically 
became  a  new  party,  which  represented  the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  slave 
power.  Many  of  its  old  members  left  its  ranks  and  joined  the  opposition 
to  the  extension  of  slavery;  so  many  in  fact  that  the  old  Democratic  party, 
which  had  had  control  of  the  government,  with  few  exceptions,  since  the  gov¬ 
ernment  was  organized,  went  into  a  hopeless  minority. 

This  great  political  revolution  began  to  manifest  its  power  in  1854,  and 
a  meeting  of  all  persons  in  Fayette  county  who  were  opposed  to  the  ag¬ 
gressions  of  slavery,  as  exhibited  in  the  United  States,  and  who  were  willing 
and  determined  to  take  up  the  issue  forced  upon  the  country  by  the  advocates 
of  slavery,  whether  freedom  or  slavery  shall  be  the  ruling  power  in  the  gov¬ 
ernment,  was  called  at  the  Methodist  church,  in  West  Union,  on  the  8th  day 
of  July,  1854.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Rev.  Stephen  D.  Helms, 
on  whose  motion  Dr.  Aaron  Brown  was  called  to  the  chair.  D.  H.  Miller 
was  appointed  secretary.  Jacob  W.  Rogers  submitted  the  following  reso¬ 
lutions  : 

“Resolved,  That  we  adopt  the  name  of  Republican  as  the  distinctive  style 
of  an  organization,  as  expressing  opposition  to  slavery  in  all  its  forms,  and 
devotion  to  the  principle  of  equal  natural,  political  and  social  rights. 

“Resolved,  That  we  ask  all  persons  of  all  parties  who  are  earnestly  op¬ 
posed  to  slavery  and  who  are  willing  to  make  it  the  cardinal  issue  in 
political  action,  to  unite  with  us  in  an  endeavor  to  restore  the  government  to 


550 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


its  original  purpose,  and  make  it  in  fact  what  it  purports  to  be — a  true  republic. 

“Resolved,  That  all  other  political  questions  sink  into  insignificance  when 
compared  with  the  overshadowing  evils  of  slavery.” 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted,  and  Jacob  W.  Rogers,  Carman 
A.  Newcomb  and  John  Phillips  were  appointed  a  central  committee.  This  was 
the  birth  of  the  Republican  party  in  Fayette  county. 

The  first  ball  in  West  Union,  and  probably  in  the  county,  was  given  at  the 
“West  Union  House”  on  Christmas  evening,  1851.  The  hall  was  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  story  of  the  building,  and  bear  steaks  were  served  for  supper. 

PIONEER  MARRIAGES. 

The  first  marriage  of  Fayette  settlers  that  appears  of  record  in  Clayton 
county  is  the  following : 

“I  do  hereby  certify  that  I  did,  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  celebrate  the 
rites  of  matrimony  between  William  Orrear  and  Miss  Mary  A.  Wilcox,  on 
the  25th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1844,  both  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa  Territory. 

“D.  Lowry,  M.  G. 

“Recorded  April  3,  1844.  F.  Andros,  Clerk  D.  C.” 

August  5,  1846,  the  marriage  of  Zophar  Perkins  and  Valzick  Tegarden 
is  recorded,  followed  August  12th  by  William  Tegarden  and  Asenath  Perkins. 
August  6,  1847,  George  Culver  and  Margaret  E.  Castall  were  married  by 
Rev.  Simeon  Clark,  the  pioneer  preacher  of  Delaware,  and  March  27,  1848, 
Charles  Glidden  and  Mary  Lowe,  by  Andrew  Hensley,  justice  of  the  peace. 

Orrear’ s  marriage  with  Miss  Wilcox  is  thought  to  have  been  the  first  mar¬ 
riage  of  Fayette  county  settlers,  but  the  wedding  was  probably  celebrated 
at  the  residence  of  the  bride’s  father,  between  the  old  Mission  and  Fort  Atkin¬ 
son,  as  Mr.  Lowry  was  the  officiating  clergyman,  and  a  question  arises  some¬ 
what  like  that  in  relation  to  the  birth  of  Mrs.  Mumford’s  baby,  “was  this  a 
Fayette  county  marriage?” 

PIONEER  CHURCH  GOING. 

In  September,  1849,  shortly  after  Benjamin  Iliff  settled  on  section  7, 
township  95,  range  8,  he  heard  that  there  was  to  be  a  religious  meeting  at 
Mr.  Smith’s  cabin,  at  West  Union.  Mr.  Iliff  was  anxious  to  attend,  but  was 
at  some  loss  to  know  how  to  manage.  He  could  not  think  of  leaving  his  wife 
and  two  small  children  at  the  cabin  alone,  the  nearest  neighbor  being  four 
miles  away.  If  he  went  with  the  oxen  and  wagon  and  took  them  with  him, 
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there  would  be  nobody  to  take  care  of  the  cows  and  young  cattle  at  home. 
But  where  there  was  a  will  there  was  a  way.  Mr.  Iliff  was  determined  to  “go 
to  meetin’.”  He  hitched  up  his  team,  put  his  wife  and  children  in  the  wagon, 
hitched  his  horse,  “Old  Nance,”  behind  the  wagon,  and  the  cattle,  so  lately 
coming  from  Wisconsin  in  that  way,  very  readily  fell  into  the  procession,  and 
away  they  all  went  to  meeting  at  West  Union,  'where  the  family  enjoyed  a 
good  time  and  the  stock  found  rich  pasture,  returning  home,  after  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  over,  in  the  order  in  which  they  came. 

It  was  only  a  little  incident,  but  it  gives  an  insight  into  pioneer  life  and 
customs.  What  citizen  of  Eldorado,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
nineteen  hundred  and  ten,  would  think  of  going  to  West  Union  to 
church,  driving  a  yoke  of  oxen  attached  to  a  wagon  in  which  his  family  should 
be  seated  on  some  straw,  with  his  horse  led  by  a  halter  and  his  cows  and  young 
stock  bringing  up  the  rear?  And  yet,  the  sturdy  pioneers  of  1849  enjoyed  it, 
and  entered  into  the  \vorship  of  Almighty  God  with  quite  as  much  earnestness 
and  sincerity  as  characterizes  much  of  the  religious  worship  in  these  modern 
times.  They  did  not  “go  to  meetin’  ”  to  show  their  new  bonnets  or  spring 
overcoats,  nor  were  they  too  proud  to  ride  in  an  ox  cart.  They  went  to  attend 
to  the  spiritual  necessities  of  their  being,  and  cared  very  little  for  external 
show. 

The  first  quarterly  meeting  was  held  near  Otter  creek,  at  the  house,  it  is 
said,  of  George  Smith,  about  three  miles  east  of  West  Union,  about  June  1, 
1850.  The  first  quarterly  conference  was  composed  of  Rev.  G.  B.  Bowman, 
presiding  elder;  Rev.  H.  S.  Brunson,  Rev.  John  Hinman,  Rev.  Eli  Elrod, 
Benjamin  Iliff,  J.  W.  Foster,  James  Robinson  and  G.  P.  Slayton.  It  is  possi¬ 
ble  that  this  was  the  second  meeting,  and  that  the  first  was  held  in  September, 
in  1849. 


FIRST  COURT  PROCEEDINGS  IN  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

The  first  term  of  district  court  held  in  Fayette  county,  in  accordance 
with  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  January  15,  1849,  was  really  a  special 
term.  The  district  comprised  the  counties  of  Allamakee,  Fayette  and  Winne¬ 
shiek,  and  the  first  term  for  Fayette  county  was  fixed  for  the  26th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1851,  but  this  date  was  allowed  to  pass  without  any  appearance  of 
Judge  Wilson,  probably  because  there  was  no  suitable  place  provided  in  which 
to  hold  court. 

But  another  and  special  term  was  called  to  meet  on  the  6th  of  July, 
1852,  and  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Wilson,  judge  of  the  second  judicial  district,  pre¬ 
sided.  Hon.  J.  W.  Rogers  was  clerk  and  George  W.  Neff,  sheriff.  The 
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sheriff’s  deputy  was  Simeon  B.  Forbes.  The  first  term  of  district  court  in 
Fayette  county  was  held  in  the  West  Union  House,  in  a  dance  hall  where  a 
grand  Christmas  ball  had  been  given  in  December  previous  to  the  convening 
of  court. 

The  first  grand  jury  summoned  and  impaneled  was  as  follows:  James  B. 
Earll,  J.  W.  Foster,  William  Wells,  Joseph  S.  Burdick,  A.  G.  Park,  D.  P. 
Lowe,  Lemuel  Iliff,  Eli  Elrod,  Erastus  A.  Light,  P.  F.  Sturgis,  Stephen 
Reeves  and  Hiram  Jackson;  Joseph  S.  Burdick  was  appointed  foreman. 

The  first  entry  was  a  case  of  attachment,  Jonathan  Cruzan  vs.  William 
Root,  disposed  of  as  follows  :“This  case  having  been  settled  by  the  parties,  and 
the  costs  paid,  the  cause  is  dismissed.”  Several  other  cases  'were  disposed  of 
in  a  similar  manner. 

THE  FIRST  JURY  TRIAL. 

Noah  W.  Harrow  vs.  Joseph  L.  Bruce;  appeal.  A  jury  was  called  con- 

_  «  _ 

sisting  of  James  Austin,  David  C.  German,  E.  C.  Sooy,  Eli  Root,  Nicholas 
Russell,  William  Edgar,  Charles  Sawyer,  John  Conner,  Benjamin  Dimond, 
Edwin  Montgomery,  Thomas  Douglass  and  William  Stephenson.  The  ver¬ 
dict  was  for  five  dollars  for  plaintiff,  and  costs. 

July  7,  1852  (second  day),  William  McClintock  and  J.  B.  Onstine,  prac¬ 
ticing  attorneys  for  the  state  of  Ohio,  were  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts 
of  the  state.  Martin  V.  Burdick,  upon  examination,  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

The  first  divorce  case  was  that  of  William  S.  Key  vs.  Jane  Key.  Plaintiff 
filed  his  petition  on  the  7th.  Defendant  defaulted ;  divorce  decreed,  with  cus¬ 
tody  and  guardianship  of  children  to  plaintiff,  who  was  charged  with  the 
costs. 

FIRST  INDICTMENT. 

The  grand  jury  returned  a  true  bill,  State  of  Iowa  vs.  Chauncey  Leverich, 
for  retailing  spirituous  liquors.  Court  ordered  a  capias  ad  respondendum  to 
be  issued,  returnable  at  next  term;  and  that  the  respondent  be  held  to  bail  in 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.  This  was  the  only  bill  found  by  the  grand 
jury  at  the  first  term. 

Court  adjourned  on  the  7th,  having  been  in  session  two  days. 

DISTRICT  COURT  IN  1 853. 

The  second  (and  first  regular)  term  of  the  district  court  was  held  in  the 
Methodist  church  in  West  Union,  June  15,  1853.  Thomas  S.  Wilson,  judge, 
presiding;  John  Webb,  clerk,  and  Hiram  W.  Earll,  sheriff.  The  grand  jury 
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was  made  up  as  follows:  Joseph  S.  Burdick,  foreman;  James  B.  Earll,  J. 
G.  Webb,  J.  W.  Foster,  William  Wells,  Lemuel  Iliff,  Eli  Elrod,  James  Robin¬ 
son,  Horatio  Warner,  Jerome  Boswell,  Stephen  Reeves,  William  P.  Kavan- 
augh,  P.  L.  Hinkley,  J.  A.  Griffith  and  Nelson  Graham. 

The  first  criminal  trial  was  the  State  vs.  Chauncey  Leverich.  Indictment 
for  retailing  intoxicating  liquors  and  keeping  a  dram-shop.  Martin  V.  Bur¬ 
dick  was  prosecuting  attorney,  and  defendant  appeared  by  William  McClintock 
and  J.  B.  Onstine,  his  attorneys.  Defendant  filed  a  demurrer,  which  was  sus¬ 
tained  as  to  first  count.  Defendant  filed  his  plea  of  not  guilty  to  second  count. 
Thereupon  came  a  jury,  viz. :  John  McMillen,  Samuel  Stephens,  Cephas  Felch, 
F.  S.  Palmer,  Jacob  Rosier,  James  Jamison,  Miles  Lewis,  Martin  Dunham, 
Aaron  South,  R.  M.  Hooker,  M.  B.  Earll,  J.  W.  Fisher.  After  hearing,  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  not  guilty,  and  defendant  was  discharged. 

The  divorce  mill  seems  to  have  been  a  prominent  feature  in  the  early 
courts,  since  the  records  show  many  petitions  for  the  severing  of  the  “hymenial 
knot,”  a  procedure  which  does  not  seem  to  have  grown  out  of  date  with  pass¬ 
ing  years ! 

FAYETTE  COUNTY  TEACHERS’  ASSOCIATION. 

This  organization  came  into  existence  on  November  3,  i860.  The  place 
of  meeting  was  at  the  chapel  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  and  after  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  a  constitution  and  by-laws,  the  following  named  officers  were  elected 
for  the  first  year  :  President,  J.  M.  McKenzie ;  vice-president,  W.  W.  Warner ; 
secretary,  A.  O.  Whaley.  The  first  executive  committee  was  J.  M.  McKenzie, 
W.  W.  Warner,  R.  H.  Spencer,  Nellie  Herrington  and  Electa  Abernathy. 

With  the  introduction  of  the  teachers’  normal  institute  system,  the  county 
association  was  merged  into  that  as  an  auxiliary,  though  separate  meetings 
have  always  been  held,  but  usually  at  the  time  fixed  by  the  county  superin¬ 
tendent  for  the  convening  of  the  annual  institute.  Some  excellent  ideas  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  teaching  profession  were  first  brought  out  and  discussed  at  the 
county  associations.  The  early  existence  of  this  organization,  which,  though 
recognized  by  the  law,  was  not  compulsory  under  it,  is  evidence  that  the  better 
class  of  educators  in  early  days  were  thoroughly  alive  to  the  importance  of  their 
work. 

The  normal  institute  system,  at  the  meetings  of  which  attendance  was 
supposed  to  be  compulsory,  has  served  as  a  kind  of  training  school  for  inex¬ 
perienced  teachers,  and  no  doubt  has  done  much  good  in  that  respect.  In 
recent  years  its  plans  and  purposes  have  been  changed,  and  the  cramming  pro- 
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cess  to  fit  attendants  for  examination  has  been  abandoned.  It  is  now  conducted 
largely  along  didactic  lines,  and  its  curriculum  made  to  meet  the  necessities 
of  all  classes  of  students,  from  the  beginner  in  the  country  schools  to  the 
superintendents  of  the  high  schools. 

CRIMES,  CASUALTIES  AND  CALAMITIES. 

The  foregoing  title  is  one  which  creates  a  shiver  of  discontent  when  writ¬ 
ing  it;  and  yet  we  suppose  that  something  ought  to  be  said  on  such  subjects. 
Under  the  first  would  come  shooting  and  cutting  affrays,  murders,  suicides, 
disappearances,  etc.  Of  all  these,  Fayette  county  is  not  without  representa¬ 
tion.  But  to  record  them  in  detail  'would  only  gratify  the  morbidly  curious, 
while  the  recital  would  involve  innocent  persons,  in  no  way  concerned  in  the 
commission  of  the  crimes  for  which  their  ancestors  suffered.  That  some  cold¬ 
blooded  murders  have  been  committed  on  Fayette  county  soil  is  already  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  history  through  the  public  press,  through  general  discussion,  and,  in 
some  instances,  through  confessions.  We  will  leave  the  unsavory  record 
without  further  comment,  except  to  say  that  in  all  cases  efforts  were  made  to 
bring  the  guilty  parties  to  justice,  and  usually  with  success.  In  only  one  case, 
however,  was  capital  punishment  administered  in  the  county. 

The  first  drowning  of  record  is  that  of  William  M.  Rosier,  brother  of 
the  early  established  Rosiers  who  settled  in  Dover  township.  While  on  a 
fishing  excursion  on  the  Volga  river,  he  got  beyond  his  depth  and  went  down, 
never  to  rise.  His  body  was  recovered  some  time  after  life  was  extinct,  by 
dragging  the  river  with  a  seine.  It  is  said  that  young  Rosier  had  quite  a 
sum  of  money  concealed  about  his  cabin,  which  was  never  recovered,  though 
the  place  of  concealment  was  found  years  afterward,  but  no  money.  This 
gave  rise  to  suspicions  of  foul  play  at  the  time  of  his  death,  the  community 
being  divided  in  opinion  on  this  subject.  Rosier  had  built  his  cabin  in  1848, 
and  his  death  occurred  in  June  of  the  next  year. 

The  Turkey  and  Volga  rivers  have  claimed  many  victims  since  the  date 
of  the  above,  which  is  probably  the  first  death  by  drowning  in  the  county. 

In  early  days  these  streams  were  crossed  at  “fords,”  and  this  is  some¬ 
times  the  custom  at  present.  The  adjacent  land  being  hilly,  the  rise  from  a 
freshet  is  rapid.  At  times  a  team  will  pass  over  in  perfect  safety  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  get  entirely  beyond  its  depth  returning,  a  few  hours  later.  Bridges 
are  frequently  wrecked  or  washed  away,  and  then  resort  is  had  to  the  old 
fords,  until  repairs  are  made.  Teams  with  their  loads  and  drivers  have  been 
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lost  occasionally,  and  individual  drownings  have  been  frequent.  The  record 
of  these  is  presented  in  the  township  histories  where  the  accidents  occurred. 

But  one  of  the  most  pathetic  drownings  in  the  Turkey  within  recent  years, 
and  one  which  excited  universal  sympathy,  both  for  the  unfortunate  girl  and 
her  parents,  as  well,  was  the  death  of  Mary  L.  Fitch.  She  was  a  self-reliant 
and  accomplished  young  woman,  engaged  in  a  laudable  effort  for  self-support. 
She  had  organized  music  classes  in  the  towns  of  Elgin,  Clermont,  and  Dover 
Mills,  and  drove  her  own  rig  between  these  places.  While  driving  from  Cler¬ 
mont  to  the  last  named  place,  and  having  crossed  “Barker’s  Ford”  in  safety  a 
few  hours  previously,  her  horse  plunged  into  eight  feet  of  water,  and  was 
swept  from  the  ford  into  still  deeper.  This  occurred  on  the  7th  of  February, 
1889,  during  a  winter  thaw,  and  the  occupant  of  the  buggy  was  swept  under 
the  ice  below  the  ford.  The  body  was  not  recovered  until  the  sixth  day  after¬ 
wards.  Workers  and  sympathizing  friends  were  at  the  river  side  constantly 
during  these  hours  of  hopeless  distress ;  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  every  town¬ 
ship  in  the  county  was  represented  among  the  willing  workers.  As  an  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  the  unfortunate  one  was  held,  the  Masons, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  city  of  West  Union,  each  offered 
liberal  rewards  for  the  recovery  of  the  body,  and  each  organization  paid 
promptly  in  accord  with  its  proposition. 

In  the  summer  of  1908,  William  McMullen,  a  young  man  with  a  large 
family  of  small  children,  was  entertaining  a  party  of  friends  by  diving  from  a 
hio-h  bank  into  the  Volga  river,  below  Wadena.  After  several  successful  ex- 
hibitions,  his  head  struck  against  a  rock  or  other  obstruction,  and  his  neck  was 
broken.  This  misfortune  befell  a  worthy  and  needy  family,  the  mainstay  of 
which  was  removed  “in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.’£  “Billie”  McMullen,  and 
his  wife,  were  both  students  of  the  writer’s  in  the  “long  ago.” 

In  May,  1871,  William  B.  McCleery,  a  prominent  early  settler  of  Auburn 
township,  lost  his  life  by  being  thrown  from  a  wagon  while  returning  from 
Ossian,  a  market  town  in  another  county.  This  death,  it  seems,  resulted  from 
some  drunken  hoodlums  whom  he  met,  yelling  and  scaring  his  team.  His  wife 
was  also  seriously  injured. 

Christian  Minger,  an  early  German  settler  in  Illyria  township,  met  his 
death  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  described  above.  Mr.  Minger,  while  re¬ 
turning  from  Elgin  with  a  load  of  lumber,  fell  off  the  wagon  and  was  crushed 
to  death  under  the  wheels.  He  was  a  prosperous  man,  and  his  heirs  still  own 
the  old  homestead.  This  accident  occurred  in  1879. 

Simon  Schlatter  lost  his  life  in  Windsor  township  while  digging  a  hole 
beside  a  large  boulder,  to  bury  it  below  the  reach  of  the  plow.  The  weight 
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of  the  rock  crushed  the  earth  left  to  support  it,  and  the  rock  fell  into  the  hole, 
crushing  the  victim. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  peculiar  and  distressing  circumstances  under  which 
Fayette  county  people  lost  their  lives;  but  the  list  is  almost  interminable. 
Were  we  to  record  the  deaths  or  serious  injuries  from  lightning,  from  prairie 
fires,  from  run-away  teams,  from  operating  machinery,  from  handling  vicious 
stock,  etc.,  more  space  would  be  required  than  can  be  accorded  to  the  subject 
in  this  work. 

Under  the  title  of  “calamities”  should  appear  a  record  of  serious  and 
destructive  storms,  from  which  Fayette  county  has  always  been  remarkably 
free.  We  believe  there  have  never  been  but  two  cyclones  within  the  bounds 
of  the  county  which  did  any  serious  damage,  other  than  the  demolition  of  small 
buildings,  fences  and  tender  trees. 

One  of  these  passed  through  a  portion  of  Western  Windsor  township, 
wrecking  one  or  two  houses.  But  the  sparsely  settled  section  over  which  it 
passed  escaped  serious  injury.  It  passed  into  the  Auburn  timber  where  its 
track  could  be  followed  for  several  years,  as  but  few  trees  in  its  path  escaped 
its  fury.  This  occurred  about  1874. 

The  “Brush  creek  cyclone”  occurred  in  June,  1884,  though  why  it  should 
be  localized  in  name  is  more  than  we  are  able  to  explain !  It  was  evidently  in¬ 
tended  for  “general  distribution” ;  and  if  the  blowing  down  of  a  circus  tent, 
with  its  attendant  quota  of  broken  heads,  from  falling  poles,  and  the  wetting 
of  Sunday  clothes,  at  West  Union,  is  any  indication,  it  was  quite  “distributed !” 

But  the  only  serious  damage  to  property  occurred  at  Brush  Creek  (now 
Arlington).  The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  demolished,  the  structure 
being  turned  “upside-down,”  or  practically  that.  Other  buildings  were  dam¬ 
aged.  One  freak  of  the  storm  was  the  driving  of  a  piece  of  a  pine  fence  board, 
three  inches  wide  at  the  larger  end,  and  tapering  to  a  sharp  point,  entirely 
through  a  two-inch-thick  frieze  plank  of  the  veranda  at  the  home  of  Rev.  Israel 
Shaffer.  This  projectile  stuck  out  horizontally  for  two  feet  or  more,  and  Mrs. 
Shaffer  used  it  to  rest  the  “rain  board”  against,  in  catching  water  off  the 
porch.  Another  of  its  freaks,  and  one  which  came  near  being  a  serious  one, 
was  the  moving  of  the  W.  H.  Walrath  residence  a  few  inches  on  its  founda¬ 
tion,  just  as  Mr.  Walrath  was  making  his  escape  into  the  cellar.  He  was 
caught  and  received  an  uncomfortable  “squeezing,”  but  was  not  seriously  hurt. 
Straws  were  driven  into  trees,  feathers  were  plucked  off  chickens,  without  ap¬ 
parent  injury  to  the  birds,  and  a  strong  lumber  wagon  was  literally  crushed 
to  the  earth,  leaving  scarcely  a  spoke  unbroken!  But  there  was  no  loss  of 
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life  in  the  path  of  the  storm,  which  seemed  to  rise  too  high  to  do  great  damage 
after  leaving  Arlington,  until  it  passed  out  of  the  county  to  the  northeast.  It 
traversed  fully  twenty-five  miles,  in  an  air-line,  in  Fayette  county. 

RAIN  STORMS. 

Serious  damage  has  been  done  to  crops,  buildings,  fences,  live  stock,  and 
even  human  lives  have  been  lost,  by  reason  of  heavy  rains. 

We  think  Mrs.  Maynard  describes  the  most  disastrous  rain  fall  which  ever 
visited  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  and  Dr.  G.  D.  Darnall  mentions  two  as 
occurring  on  June  i,  1878,  and  June  3,  1890,  as  the  most  severe  and  destruc¬ 
tive  that  have  ever  visited  the  county.  He  also  mentions  January,  1888,  as 
the  coldest  month,  and  most  destructive  to  life  and  property,  since  the  winter  of 
1874-5.  But  we  doubt  if  either  of  these  approach  the  estimate  the  soldier 
boys  put  upon  the  “Cold  New  Year’s  of  1864!” 

It  has  frequently  occurred  since  the  building  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Rapids  &  Minnesota  railroad,  and  especially  before  it  had  any  rival  in  the 
territory,  that  the  railroad  would  be  blocked  with  snow  for  weeks  at  a  time, 
and  the  mails  were  carried  in  and  out  of  the  blockaded  territory  by  horse 
power.  Facetiously  and  factiously,  the  patrons  along  the  route  of  this  road, 
in  its  early  days,  were  often  heard  to  say  that  a  “heavy  frost  would  blockade 
it” !  But  there  is  no  doubt  but  this  line,  the  first  in  the  county,  suffered  heavy 
financial  losses  by  reason  of  heavy  rains  and  deep  snows.  At  one  time  all  its 
bridges  between  West  Union  and  Elgin  were  swept  away  by  a  freshet. 

POPULATION. 

Fayette  county  joins  the  state  in  the  general  decrease  in  population  since 
1900.  The  population  of  the  county  has  dropped  from  29,845  to  27,919,  a 
loss  of  1,926  as  given  out  officially  from  the  census  bureau  on  November  5, 
1910.  The  decrease  in  population  of  the  state  during  the  decade,  1900  to 
1910,  is  7,082  and  this  is  confined  almost  entirely  to  agricultural  districts. 
There  has  been  a  gradual  increase  in  the  population  of  the  cities  and  most  of 
the  towns.  The  decrease  in  the  population  of  the  state  is  attributed  by  the 
census  director  to  the  fact  that  the  land  is  already  fully  occupied  and  to  the 
general  tendency  towards  larger  farms. 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

OUTDOOR  ART  IN  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  A  NEW  COUNTRY. 

* 

By  J.  W.  Bopp. 

The  development  of  “outdoor  art  in  a  new  country’’  is  a  matter  of  very 
slow  growth.  This  was  true,  no  doubt,  chiefly  because  the  early  settlers  were 
kept  busy  obtaining  necessaries  in  the  way  of  food  and  shelter  for  themselves 
and  families,  and  providing  for  the  care  of  their  stock  and  produce.  It  re¬ 
quired  many  years  to  subdue  the  virgin  soil  and  prepare  it  for  the  production 
of  useful  crops  and  grasses;  the  building  of  roads,  bridges,  school  houses  and 
fences,  and  the  payment  of  taxes  for  other  public  purposes.  When  it  took 
three  days  for  the  farmer  to  make  a  trip  to  market  and  return,  he  was  more 
concerned  in  meeting  the  actual  necessities,  than  in  beautifying  his  home  sur¬ 
roundings.  This  is  nearly  always  true  of  the  entire  first  generation,  and  it 
is  not  until  the  second  generation  is  able  to  get  out  into  the  world  to  see  what 
has  been  done  in  the  older  states  and  older  neighborhoods,  that  the  beautifying 
of  the  home  grounds  is  seriously  considered.  The  pressing  necessities  of  the 
pioneer  very  greatly  dwarfed,  and  in  many  cases  entirely  crushed  out,  the  ap¬ 
preciation  of,  and  desire  for,  that  which  was  largely  a  matter  of  taste  and  cul¬ 
ture.  The  pioneers  did  not  give  up  their  good  books  and  papers  and  were  ever 
ready  and  willing  to  establish  good  government,  good  churches  and  schools, 
and  to  make  provisions  for  other  necessities  of  a  public  nature,  but  had  little 
time  for  anything  beyond  that.  There  was,  here  and  there,  a.  pioneer  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  planting  of  ornamental  and  orchard  trees,  and  now  and  then  a  pio¬ 
neer  woman  who  never  quite  gave  up  the  old-fashioned  flowers  and  shrubs,  even 
under  the  most  trying  circumstances;  but  when  it  came  to  beautifying  the 
home  grounds  and  buildings,  the  vast  majority  looked  more  to  convenience 
and  usefulness  than  they  did  to  anything  which  appealed  only  to  the  sense  of 
taste.  Gradually,  however,  the  idea  has  grown  that  a  place  may  be  beautified, 
and  at  the  same  time  be  convenient  and  useful.  At  first  this  was  worked  out 
by  the  planting  of  a  few  ornamental  trees  and  beds  of  flowers,  which  bordered 
the  walks  to  the  highway,  with  here  and  there  a  vine  to  soften  a  corner  or  an 
entrance. 
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Within  the  past  few  years,  however,  the  question  of  beautifying  farm 
homes,  school  grounds,  city  residences,  and  even  the  general  aspect  of  the 
cities  themselves,  has  received  a  wonderful  impetus,  and  where  once  there 
was  only  silence  or  indifference  on  matters  of  that  nature,  it  is  now  discussed 
at  institutes,  clubs  and  at  picnic  addresses,  and  even  in  the  pulpit.  It  has 
come  to  be  recognized  by  writers  that  in  the  case  of  children,  the  home  sur¬ 
roundings  have  a  very  large  influence  in  moulding  their  habits,  hopes  and 
characters.  Cities  are  cleaning  their  con  jested  districts  of  the  poor,  and  doing 
everything  possible  to  get  the  population  spread  out  so  there  will  be  more 
than  bare  streets  and  crowded  rooms  for  the  growth  of  children  and  the 
health  of  their  parents. 

Franklin  once  said  that  outdoor  art  was  only  for  other  people's  eyes, 
but  we  have  long  since  found  that  it  has  a  marked  influence  on  ourselves  as 
well  as  others,  and  we  have  learned  from  hitter  experience  that  crime  is  sure  to 
flourish  in  crowded,  unsanitary  and  uninviting  surroundings.  So  that  now 
it  is  a  well  established  fact  that  clean  homes,  with  cheerful  surroundings  and 
good  fresh  air,  have  a  positive  value  in  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
law  and  order  in  society.  Cities  are  spending  vast  sums  for  parks,  for  shade 
trees,  and  open  air  places,  which  are  kept  beautiful  and  cared  for  at  public 
expense,  on  the  theory  that  it  pays  well  in  the  health  of  their  inhabitants 
and  in  its  influence  on  their  children.  Even  in  the  country  districts,  where 
for  two  generations  a  school  house  without  a  tree  or  a  shrub,  and  often  without 
even  a  fence,  was  regarded  as  the  full  duty  of  the  district  to  the  children  of 
the  neighborhood,  this  is  being  changed,  and  it  is  beginning  to  be  recognized 
that  a  school  house  should  be  more  than  four  bare  walls,  and  that  school 
yards  should  be  more  than  a  barren  piece  of  ground.  Even  the  style  of 
school  buildings  is  rapidly  changing,  and  the  school  grounds,  in  many  neigh¬ 
borhoods,  are  being  planted  to  trees,  flowers  and  shrubs.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  with  the  awakening  on  this  subject,  both  on  the  part  of  the  cities  and 
villages,  and  by  the  owners  of  farm  homes,  there  will  be  a  very  large  increase 
of  out-door  art,  so  that  the  next  generation  will  come  to  understand  that  life 
may  be  surrounded  with  that  which  is  pleasing  and  agreeable  as  well  as  that 
which  contributes  only  to  physical  comfort  and  utility.  The  well-to-do  farmer 
is  coming  to  realize  that  a  beautiful  lawn,  with  hedges  and  ornamental  trees, 
is  as  pleasing  to  his  children  at  home,  as  when  seen  in  the  city ;  and  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  by  those  who  have  given  the  matter  serious  thought,  that  this  change 
will  have  a  large  influence  in  keeping  the  country  population  from  wishing  to 
go  to  the  city.  It  is  certainly  an  element  stimulating  the  finer  and  better  na¬ 
ture  of  the  coming  generation,  and,  joined  with  the  teachings  in  the  public 
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schools,  of  kindness  to  animals,  and  the  protection  of  bird  life,  will  have  a 
marked  influence  for  the  betterment  of  the  next  generation.  Nothing  is  more 
natural  than  the  thought  that  those  who  have  a  taste  for  the  beautiful,  and  are 
willing  to  make  an  effort  and,  if  necessary,  a  sacrifice  to  attain  it  in  their  sur¬ 
roundings,  have  a  better  conception  of  their  relation  to  their  fellowmen  and 
to  society  than  those  who  look  only  to  the  gratification  of  selfish  ends ;  and  it 
is  now  certain  that  children  brought  up  under  favorable  and  ennobling  in¬ 
fluences  are  much  more  likely  to  become  useful  and  high  minded  citizens  than 
those  who  are  brought  up  in  crowded,  ill-cared-for  and  neglected  homes. 
Most  states,  in  their  laws,  are  giving  thought  to  this  feature  as  an  element 
of  better  government,  and  there  is  no  doubt  there  will  be  a  large  increase  in 
sentiment  along  that  line  in  the  coming  generation.  That  should  not  be  taken 
as  finding  fault  with  the  pioneers,  who  did  the  best  they  could,  but  is  a  good 
reason  why  the  present,  and  coming,  generations  should  carry  this  work  fur¬ 
ther  for  their  own  benefit,  and  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  come  after 
them. 

A  conspicuous  example  of  the  development  of  “outdoor  art,”  along  the 
foregoing  lines,  is  “Linden  Park,”  at  West  Union,  Iowa.  This  is  regarded  by 
good  judges  as  one  of  the  beauty  spots  of  Iowa,  and  has  been  so  de¬ 
scribed  and  illustrated  in  many  newspapers  and  magazines.  Linden  Park 
is  the  residence  of  J.  W.  Bopp  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  E.  Whorley,  and 
has  a  background  of  a  beautiful  natural  grove  of  linden  trees,  from  which 
the  grounds  take  their  name.  It  is  very  artistically  laid  out,  with  lovely  trees 
and  beautiful  lawns,  and  a  great  many  well-kept,  beautiful  hedges  of  various 
kinds  of  evergreen  trees.  Mr.  Bopp  and  Mr.  Whorley  have  increased  the 
beauty  of  the  place  by  the  planting  of  many  hundreds  of  shade  and  ornamental 
trees,  and  there  are  many  excellent  cement  walks  to  all  the  buildings  and 
other  parts  of  the  grounds.  There  is  a  fine  private  system  of  water  works, 
with  many  hydrants  for  use  on  the  lawns,  and  the  greatest  profusion  of  flower 
beds  and  flowering  shrubs.  The  arrangement  of  the  lawns,  shrubbery  and 
flower  beds,  and  many  of  the  trees  and  walks,  are  due  to  the  superior  taste 
and  skill  of  Mrs.  Whorley,  who  has  a  natural  aptitude  for  that  kind  of  work 
and  an  exceptional  taste  in  harmonizing  colors  and  the  arrangement  of  plants 
and  trees.  She  has  designed  many  unique  arbors  and  hedges  and  shady  nooks, 
and  a  profusion  of  vines  which  soften  the  angles  and  the  outlines  of  many  of 
the  buildings.  She  has  her  own  greenhouse  for  the  care  of  many  of  the 
tender  plants,  and  her  work  has  been  an  inspiration  to  many  others  who  have 
made  beginnings  in  a  similar  way.  The  entrance  to  the  grounds  is  through 
two  sets  of  large  iron  gates  and  beautiful  iron  grill  work,  with  large  old 
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English  style  cement  gate-posts,  which  will  be  a  monument  to  their  builder 
for  many  years  to  come.  The  long  and  winding  driveway  is  bordered  with 
fine  large  trees  and  cut-stone  curbing,  and  all  the  fences  about  the  grounds  are 
made  with  woven  wire  and  steel  posts.  They  are  a  source  of  delight  to  the 
many  visitors  and  an  inspiration  for  those  who  admire  the  beautiful  and 
artistic.  While  it  may  not  be  possible  for  every  one  to  have  grounds  like 
“Linden  Park,”  which  has  many  natural  advantages,  all  of  which  have  been 
developed  and  brought  to  their  best,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  that  grounds  like 
these  are  a  strong  factor  in  aiding  others  to  undertake  the  development  of  out¬ 
door  art  in  a  limited  way.  Another  example  of  the  making  of  a  farm  home¬ 
stead  beautiful  and  attractive,  is  the  Bopp  family  homestead,  which  was  taken 
by  Michael  Bopp  and  his  wife  from  the  government  as  raw  prairie,  and  which 
has  remained  in  the  family  up  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Bopp  had  been  a 
gardener  and  vintner  on  the  Rhine,  and  brought  with  him  many  good  ideas 
in  the  laying  out  and  up-building  of  an  ideal  homestead.  The  large  and  com¬ 
modious  buildings  were  well  arranged  for  a  family  homestead,  and  during 
his  life-time  it  was,  without  a  doubt,  one  of  the  best-kept-up  places  in  the 
county. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL. 


HON.  WILLIAM  ALLEN  HOYT. 

True  biography  has  a  more  noble  purpose  than  mere  fulsome  eulogy. 
The  historic  spirit,  faithful  to  the  record;  the  discerning  judgment,  unmoved 
by  prejudice  and  uncolored  by  enthusiasm,  are  essential  in  giving  the  life  of 
the  individual,  as  in  writing  the  history  of  a  people.  Indeed,  the  ingenuous¬ 
ness  of  the  former  picture  is  even  more  vital,  because  tbe  individual  is  the 
national  unit,  and  if  the  unit  be  justly  estimated  the  complex  organism  will 
become  correspondingly  intelligible.  The  world  today  is  what  the  leading 
men  of  the  last  generation  have  made  it,  and  this  rule  must  ever  hold  good. 
From  the  past  comes  the  legacy  of  the  present.  Law,  art,  science,  states¬ 
manship  and  government  are  accumulations.  I  hey  constitute  an  inheritance 
upon  which  the  present  generation  have  entered,  and  the  advantages  se¬ 
cured  from  so  vast  a  bequeathment  depend  entirely  upon  the  fidelity  with 
which  is  conducted  the  study  of  the  lives  of  the  principal  actors  who  have 
transmitted  and  are  still  transmitting  the  legacy.  This  is  especially  true  of 
those  whose  influence  has  passed  beyond  the  confines  of  locality  and  per¬ 
meated  the  state  life.  To  such  a  careful  study  are  the  life,  character  and 
services  of  the  late  Judge  William  Allen  Hoyt  pre-eminently  entitled,  not 
only  on  the  part  of  the  student  of  biography,  but  also  of  every  citizen  who, 
guided  by  example,  would  in  the  present  wisely  build  for  the  future.  In 
studying  a  clean-cut  and  distinct  character  like  that  of  the  subject,  there  is 
small  use  for  indirection  or  puzzling.  His  character  was  the  positive  ex¬ 
pression  of  a  strong  nature,  and  a  partial  revelation  of  his  sterling  qualities, 
prolific  application  and  eminently  successful  life  will  be  secured  through  a  pe¬ 
rusal  of  this  brief  tribute. 

William  Allen  Hoyt  was  born  in  the  little  town  of  Cleveland,  Oswego 
county,  New  York,  on  the  16th  day  of  April,  1844,  and  was  the  son  of 
Charles  and  Mary  (Allen)  Hoyt.  He  received  his  preliminary  education 
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in  the  public  schools  of  Oswego  county  and  early  decided  to  make  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  law  his  life  work.  To  this  end  he  read  law  for  some  time  in 
Oswego,  and  then  entered  the  law  department  of  Columbia  University,  New 
York  City,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1866  with  special  honors.  Much  of 
his  youth,  and  especially  during  the  period  of  his  preparation  for  his  life 
work,  was  spent  in  the  home  and  office  of  his  uncle,  Judge  William  Allen,  a 
distinguished  lawyer  and  eminent  jurist  of  New  York  and  the  author  of 
“Allen’s  New  York  Reports.’’  After  graduating  from  the  law  school,  Mr. 
Hoyt  became  connected  with  the  law  firm  of  Scudder  &  Carter,  of  New  York 
City,  with  whom  he  remained  until  1871,  when  failing  health  compelled 
him  to  seek  a  more  congenial  and  favorable  climate.  He  located  in  Fayette, 
Iowa,  and  at  once  entered  upon  the  active  practice  of  his  profession,  which 
was  continued  without  interruption,  other  than  his  official  services  on  the 
bench,  until  his  death.  Mr.  Hoyt  at  once  attracted  the  attention  of  the  bar 
throughout  northeastern  Iowa,  for  his  knowledge  of  law  was  as  thorough 
and  extensive  as  that  of  any  man  in  the  state.  In  1878  Mr.  Hoyt  formed  a 
professional  partnership  with  H.  P.  Hancock,  of  West  Union,  the  firm  main¬ 
taining  offices  at  West  Union  and  Fayette.  His  abilities  were  quickly  rec¬ 
ognized  and  he  was  twice  chosen  attorney  for  Fayette  county.  He  had 
already  given  valuable  service  to  his  city  as  councilman  and  mayor  and  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  capacity  of  city  counsellor.  In  1889  he  was  nominated  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  for  the  position  of  judge  of  the  thirteenth  judicial 
circuit  and,  although  the  district  was  normally  Republican,  he  was  elected. 
Prior  to  this  he  had  been  appointed  and  served  an  unexpired  term  of  two 
years,  his  record  on  the  bench  giving  him  marked  prestige  and  an  enviable 
reputation  throughout  the  district,  and  beyond.  On  the  completion  of  his 
regular  term  of  four  years,  Judge  Hoyt  consented  to  again  make  the  race, 
but  in  the  ensuing  election  he  was  defeated  by  a  very  small  majority.  In 
1887  Judge  Hoyt  became  connected  with  the  Bank  of  Fayette,  of  which  he 
was  chosen  president,  and  also  became  a  stockholder  in  the  bank  at  West 
Union.  He  was  an  able  financier  and  business  man  and  became  possessed 
of  considerable  farm  land.  For  many  years  he  was  associated  with  A.  J. 
Duncan  in  the  law  and  the  real  estate  business,  in  which  they  met  with  the 
most  pronounced  success.  Judge  Hoyt’s  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the 
law  and  his  sound  judgment  made  him  a  valuable  citizen  and  to  him  were 
referred  practically  all  difficulties  in  municipal  affairs.  In  1875  Judge  Hoyt 
became  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Upper  Iowa  University,  with 
which  he  was  identified  for  many  years,  and  during  most  of  the  time  he 
served  as  secretary  of  the  board.  On  him  the  college  authorities  largely 
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leaned  when  confronted  by  doubtful  circumstances  or  knotty  questions.  The 
reliance  placed  on  him  by  his  associates  in  financial  circumstances  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  when  the  Bank  of  Fayette  was  changed  from  a  private  bank 
to  a  state  bank  he  was  made  its  first  president,  retaining  the  position  con¬ 
tinuously  until  his  death.  He  was  also  counsellor  for  the  Chicago,  Mil¬ 
waukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company,  and  was  considered  a  safe  and  sound 
adviser  in  any  affair. 

Judge  Hoyt  had  many  stanch  friends  in  all  the  northern  counties  of 
Iowa,  regardless  of  creed  or  party,  because  at  all  times  he  was  a  courteous 
gentleman  to  rich  and  poor  alike.  His  eminent  fitness  for  the  bench  is  shown 
in  the  fact  that  fewer  of  his  decisions  as  judge  were  reversed  by  the  supreme 
court  than  those  of  any  other  judge  in  Iowa.  He  was  a  good  citizen,  a  faith¬ 
ful  husband,  a  loving  father  and  a  true  friend.  He  was  eminently  just  and 
fair  in  all  his  dealings.  He  was  reserved  and  retiring  in  his  disposition,  yet 
fearless  and  steadfast  in  his  defense  of  what  he  believed  to  be  right.  He  was 
generous  in  his  treatment  of  others,  yet  he  tried  to  help  men  help  themselves. 
He  cared  nothing  for  personal  display,  seeming  absolutely  devoid  of  per¬ 
sonal  vanity.  He  knit  men  to  him  with  cords  of  the  strongest  friendship, 
which  stood  the  test  of  time.  He  loved  the  social  hour  with  friends,  but  most 
of  all  he  loved  the  quiet  of  his  own  fireside,  where  he  showed  himself  an 
ideal  husband  and  father.  His  death  occurred  on  May  28,  1903,  following 
an  operation  for  cancer  of  the  stomach.  When  in  the  valley  of  the  shadow 
of  death,  he  turned  instinctively  to  the  Bible,  which  had  been  his  constant 
solace  during  health,  and  when  recovering  consciousness  after  the  operation 
the  first  words  he  murmured  were  the  Lord’s  Prayer. 

On  October  23,  1872,  during  the  second  year  of  his  residence  at  Fay¬ 
ette,  Judge  Hoyt  married  Elma  L.  Marvin,  a  native  of  McHenry  county, 
Illinois,  and  the  daughter  of  Asahel  E.  and  Phoebe  (Knowles)  Marvin. 
These  parents  were  originally  from  Livingston  county,  New  York,  near 
Rochester,  and  in  1865  they  moved  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  the  father 
became  a  well-known  and  successful  carpenter  and  contractor.  He  died  in 
1892.  His  widow  now  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Hoyt,  and 
is  in  her  eighty-ninth  year.  To  Judge  and  Mrs.  Hoyt  were  born  four  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  Allen  Fitch  died  at  the  age  of  one  year;  Blanche  died  at  the 
age  of  six  years;  Katherine,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  Budd,  of  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  is  the  mother  of  two  daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Willa 
Hoyt;  Elizabeth  M.  is  the  wife  of  L.  J.  Ayer,  of  Chicago,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  Katherine. 
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Politically,  Judge  Hoyt  was  closely  identified  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  he  never  swerved  in  his  allegiance,  though  he  was  not  at  any  time  offen¬ 
sively  partisan.  Religiously  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church 
at  Fayette  since  1871.  He  was  an  earnest  and  liberal  supporter  of  this 
society,  as  he  was  also  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  taking  at  all  times 
a  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  religious,  moral  and  educational  objects.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  was  a  member  of  the  time-honored  order  of  Freemasonry,  in 
.which  he  was  identified  with  Pleiades  Lodge,  Ansel  Humphries  Chapter, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  the  commandery  of  Knights  Templar  at  West 
Union.  In  1899  Judge  Hoyt  received  from  the  Upper  Iowa  University 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  in  recognition  of  his  sterling  character  and 
eminent  abilities.  Mrs.  Hoyt,  who  still  resides  in  the  old  home  in  Fayette, 
is  a  woman  of  refinement  and  culture,  whose  graces  and  pleasing  personality 
have  endeared  her  to  a  host  of  warm  and  loyal  personal  friends. 

Judge  Hoyt  stood  admittedly  in  the  front  rank  of  Iowa's  distinguished 
professional  men,  possessing  a  thoroughly  disciplined  mind  and  keeping  in 
close  touch  with  the  trend  of  modern  thought  relating  to  his  profession.  He 
ever  maintained  his  high  standing,  never  descending  beneath  the  dignity 
of  his  profession  nor  compromising  his  usefulness  by  countenancing  any 
but  honorable  and  legitimate  practice.  The  apparent  ease  with  which  he 
mounted  to  his  commanding  position  in  the  legal  profession  marked  him 
as  the  possessor  of  talents  beyond  the  majority  of  his  professional  brethren, 
and,  being  a  close  and  critical  student,  he  experienced  no  difficulty  in  sus¬ 
taining  the  high  reputation  which  his  professional  abilities  and  marked  suc¬ 
cess  earned  for  him. 


HON.  WILLIAM  LARRABEE. 

The  career  of  ex-Governor  William  Larrabee  is  too  familiar  to  the  people 
of  Iowa,  and  especially  of  Fayette  county,  to  need  any  encomium  on  the  part 
of  the  biographer,  a  mere  statement  of  facts  being  deemed  sufficient  to  show 
that  he,  as  the  representative  of  a  sterling  old  family,  has  endeavored  to  per¬ 
form  his  duty  at  all  times  as  he  saw  and  understod  the  right,  without  court¬ 
ing  the  plaudits  of  his  fellow  men.  His  genealogy  is  traced  to  the  French 
Huguenots  who  came  to  America  early  in  the  seventeenth  century. 

Adam  Larrabee,  the  father  of  William,  was  born  March  14,  1787,  and 
was  one  of  the  early  graduates  of  West  Point  Military  Academy,  and  during 
the  war  of  1812  (March  1,  1811)  he  was  commissioned  a  second  lieutenant. 
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promoted  to  captain  of  his  company  February  21,  1814,  and  on  March  30th 
following,  at  the  battle  of  Lacole  Mills,  during  General  Wilkinsons  campaign 
on  the  St.  Lawrence  river,  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  lung,  but  finally 
recovered.  He  married  Hannah  G.  Lester,  who  was  born  June  8,  ijqS,  and 
died  March  15,  1837.  Captain  Larrabee  reached  the  age  of  eighty-two  years, 
dying  in  1869. 

William  Larrabee,  of  this  review,  was  born  at  Ledyard,  Connecticut, 
January  20,  1832,  being  the  seventh  child  in  a  family  of  nine  children.  His 
boyhood  days  were  spent  upon  a  farm  and  he  early  became  familiar  with 
hard  work  in  the  fields,  attending  the  neighboring  schools  during  the  brief  win¬ 
ter  months  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  He  made  the  best  use 
of  his  limited  advantages  and  taught  school  during  the  winter  months  of  the 
next  two  years.  He  was  not  to  be  discouraged  by  obstacles,  one  of  which  was 
the  loss  of  his  right  eye  when  fourteen  years  of  age  by  the  accidental  dis¬ 
charge  of  a  grin,  the  homestead  was  only  two  miles  fiom  the  seashoie,  and 
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in  those  clays  it  was  the  custom  for  boys  in  New  England  to  follow  the  sea. 
William’s  three  oldest  brothers  had  chosen  this  occupation,  while  the  fourth 
remained  upon  the  home  farm.  Believing  that  better  opportunities  awaited 
him  in  the  Western  states  than  in  his  home  country,  young  William,  in  1853, 
made  the  long  journey  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Garnavillo,  Clayton  county,  where 
his  older  sister,  Mrs.  E.  H.  Williams,  had  previously  located.  He  taught  one 
term  of  school  at  Hardin,  and  during  the  three  following  years  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  foreman  of  the  Grand  Meadow  faim  of  his  biothei  -in-law ,  Judge 
Williams.  In  1857  he  purchased  a  one-third  interest  in  the  Clermont  Mill, 
at  Clermont,  Fayette  county,  becoming  sole  owner  of  the  same  within  three 
years.  He  operated  this  mill  until  1874,  when  he  sold  to  S.  M.  Leach.  When 
the  Civil  war  began  he  offered  his  services,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of  the 
loss  of  his  eye.  Being  informed  that  he  might  be  admitted  as  a  commissioned 
officer,  he  raised  a  company  and  was  elected  as  first  lieutenant,  but  was  re¬ 
jected  for  the  same  disability. 

After  selling  his  mill  Mr.  Larrabee  again  turned  his  attention  to  agri¬ 
culture,  and  also  started  a  private  bank  at  Clermont  He  started  a  nursery 
on  his  farm  and  carried  it  on  for  several  years. 

Mr.  Larrabee  w^as  always  more  or  less  interested  in  political  matters, 
but  his  active  political  career  did  not  begin  until  1867.  He  w^as  reared  a  Whig 
and  when  the  Republican  party  w^as  organized  he  at  once  identified  himself 
with  the  same  and  has  never  changed  his  views,  remaining  loyal  to  its  prin¬ 
ciples.  The  only  public  office  he  had  filled  prior  to  the  date  mentioned  above 
was  that  of  secretary  of  the  school  board.  In  the  fall  of  1867  he  was  elected 


568 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


to  represent  Fayette  county  in  the  state  Senate,  and  being  re-electecl  to  the 
same  office  from  time  to  time,  he  served  continuously  for  a  period  of  eighteen 
years,  having  been  always  nominated  by  acclamation,  and  for  several  years 
the  Democrats  made  no  nominations  to  oppose  him.  During  his  long  service 
in  the  Senate,  Governor  Larrabee  was  a  member  of  the  ways  and  means  com¬ 
mittee,  and  it  is  said  that  he  never  missed  a  committee  meeting,  and  many 
of  the  important  measures  passed  by  the  Legislature  owe  their  existence  or 
present  form  to  him.  He  won  the  reputation  of  being  a  persistent  worker  for 
what  he  believed  to  he  the  best  interests  of  his  constituents. 

In  1 88 1  Mr.  Larrabee  was  a  candidate  for  governor,  but  Governor  Sher¬ 
man's  forces  having  already  been  well  organized,  he  was  too  late  in  entering 
the  contest.  But  he  received  the  nomination  in  1885  and  was  subsequently 
elected  the  state’s  chief  executive,  having  been  inaugurated  January  14, 
1886,  and  re-elected  in  1887,  and  his  record  as  the  twelfth  governor  of  this 
great  commonwealth  was  such  as  to  win  the  commendation  of  all  classes, 
being  always  alert  for  the  best  interests  of  the  state.  After  he  was  governor 
he  published  a  valuable  work  dealing  with  the  history  of  transportation,  and 
entitled,  ‘‘The  Railroad  Question,”  issued  in  1893.  In  1898  he  was  made 
chairman  of  the  board  of  control  in  charge  of  public  charities  and  penal  in¬ 
stitutions  for  Iowa,  which  position  he  resigned  in  1900.  He  was  president 
of  the  Iowa  commission  to  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  at  St.  Louis 
in  1904. 

Governor  LarrabeeV  domestic  life  dates  from  September  12,  1861, 
when  he  married,  at  Clermont,  Ann  M.  Appelman,  daughter  of  Capt.  G.  A. 
Appelman,  long  a  well  known  citizen  of  this  county.  Seven  children  have  been 
born  to  the  Governor  and  wife,  Charles,  Augusta,  Julia,  Anna,  William,  Fred¬ 
eric  and  Helen. 


HON.  LEVI  FULLER,  M.  D. 

Hon.  Levi  Fuller,  M.  D.,  a  leading  citizen  of  Fayette  county  for  nearly 
fifty  years,  was  born  August  14,  1824,  at’  Wellsboro,  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
the  eighth  child  of  a  family  of  eleven  children  and  the  only  son  who  grew  to 
maturity.  His  father,  Capt.  Elijah  Fuller,  was  born  December  9,  1787,  at 
Surry,  Cheshire  county,  New  Hampshire,  and  died  January  5,  1880,  at  West 
Union,  Iowa.  He  was  eighth  in  direct  line  from  the  Pilgrim  Edward  Fuller, 
who,  with  his  wife,  came  in  the  “Mayflower’’  in  1620  and  landed  at  Ply¬ 
mouth,  Massachusetts,  his  line  being,  Edward,  Samuel,  Samuel,  Barnabas, 
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Samuel,  Joshua,  Levi,  Elijah.  He  married  Matilda  Newcomb,  born  May  10, 
I79°>  at  Leyden,  Massachusetts,  died  May  11,  1862,  at  West  Union.  She  also 
was  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  Pilgrims.  The  blood  of  Governor  William  Brad- 
foid  and  Edward  Fuller  of  Plymouth  Colony  were  united  in  the  marriage 
of  Matilda  Newcomb  and  Elijah  Fuller.  Jerusha  Bradford,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Bradford,  son  of  Major  William  Bradford,  son  of  Governor  Wil¬ 
liam  Bradford,  married  Hezekiah  Newcomb.  Matilda  Newcomb  was  a 
lineal  descendant  of  this  union. 

Elijah  Fuller’s  father,  Levi  Fuller,  and  three  brothers,  Samuel,  Joshua 
and  David,  were  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Joshua  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Bennington,  Vermont.  Levi  was  a  member  of  Capt.  John  Grigg's  com¬ 
pany,  Col.  Alexander  Scammel’s  New  Hampshire  regiment,  Continental 
Army,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  He  enlisted  at  Walpole,  New  Hampshire. 

Elijah  Fuller  was  captain  of  a  company  at  the  time  of  the  war  of  1812, 
but  was  not  called  into  service.  In  1818  he  was  a  member  of  the  NewT  Hamp¬ 
shire  Legislature.  His  wife's  father,  Hezekiah  Newcomb,  was  a  member  of 
the  Massachusetts  Legislature  continuously  for  eighteen  years. 

Dr.  Levi  Fuller,  of  this  review,  had  many  marked  characteristics  that 
might  he  attributed  to  his  Pilgrim  ancestry.  In  early  life  he  attended  the 
academy  at  New  Castle,  Pennsylvania,  after  which  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine  and  in  due  time  entered  upon  the  successful  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession.  He  came  to  Stephenson  county,  Illinois,  in  1846  and  practiced  his 
profession  at  Rockgrove  several  years.  On  May  13,  1845,  he  married  Jemima 
Elizabeth  Tipton,  born  June  3,  1826,  who  was  his  loved  companion  until  her 
death,  February  1,  1899.  She  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Shade)  Tipton,  of  Howard,  Center  county,  Pennsylvania.  She  was  a 
woman  of  rare  judgment,  artistic  tastes  and  strong  religious  convictions. 
Her  health  was  poor  for  many  years,  but  she  always  was  cheerful  and  made 
home  pleasant.  Their  home  for  many,  many  years  was  the  stopping  place 
for  the  itinerant  ministers,  who  always  received  a  warm  welcome.  To  them 
were  born  three  -children,  William  E.,  born  March  30,  1846;  Matilda  Jane, 
born  May  17,  1848,  died  August  6,  1851  ;  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  June  9,  1850, 
died  December  7,  1851. 

Doctor  Fuller  came  to  West  Union,  Iowa,  in  April,  1853,  and  practiced 
his  profession  for  a  time,  but  soon  entered  into  general  business.  He  opened 
up  a  hardware  store  in  West  Union,  in  May,  1854,  the  first  in  the  town  and 
county.  In  1868-9  he  and  his  son,  William  E.,  owned  and  operated  the  West 
Union  Bank,  the  only  bank  in  the  county,  which  was  sold  to  S.  B.  ZeiMer 
and  afterwards  merged  into  the  Fayette  County  National  Bank.  For  many 
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years  Levi  Fuller  was  engaged  in  active  brokerage  business  and  buying  and 
selling  lands.  He  laid  out  three  additions  to  West  Union  and  erected  many 
buildings. 

Mr.  Fuller  was  a  Whig  and  a  Republican.  His  first  Presidential  vote 
was  cast  for  Taylor  in  1848.  He  was  in  the  convention  that  nominated 
Lincoln  in  i860  and  attended  most  of  the  subsequent  national  conventions  of 
his  party.  He  represented  Fayette  county  in  the  Legislature  during  the 
war.  serving  through  two  sessions  on  important  committees  and  being  es¬ 
pecially  active  in  enacting  legislation  to  raise  money  during  the  war  period. 
His  judgment  and  counsel  was  sought  by  Governor  Kirkwood  during  the 
trying  war  period.  Governor  Kirkwood  tendered  him  the  command  of  a 
regiment  of  Iowa  troops,  but  he  declined  as  he  had  no  military  training.  The 
Governor  commissioned  him  a  surgeon  in  the  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Volunteers. 
Before  going  to  the  regiment.  President  Lincoln  appointed  him  to  the  im¬ 
portant  office  of  United  States  collector  of  internal  revenue  for  the  third 
district  of  Iowa,  composed  of  twelve  counties.  This  position  he  held  until 
November,  1865,  when  he  resigned,  he  having  filled  this  responsible  posi¬ 
tion  with  honor  to  himself  and  his  county.  He  collected  many  million 
dollars  to  aid  the  government  in  its  extremity  in  putting  down  the  rebellion. 

Following  the  “Grasshopper  raid”  in  northwestern  Iowa,  Doctor  Fuller 
was  one  of  the  three  commissioners  to  distribute  the  relief  appropriation  of 
the  Legislature  for  seed,  performing  the  duty  with  his  accustomed  thor¬ 
oughness  and  fidelity  and  returning  back  into  the  state  treasury  about  one- 
third  of  the  amount  appropriated.  This  is  a  rare  incident  in  the  history  of 
the  state.  In  the  later  years  of  Doctor  Fuller's  life  he  became  deeply  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  subject  of  education,  partially  due,  perhaps,  to  the  confidence  re¬ 
posed  in  him  by  the  people  of  the  independent  district  of  West  Union,  who 
for  eighteen  consecutive  years  kept  him  a  member  of  the  board,  most  of 
the  time  as  president.  It  was  a  matter  of  congratulation  with  the  teachers 
and  pupils  that  one  of  his  last  public  acts,  within  a  few  days  of  his  death,  was 
to  make  the  rounds  of  the  grades,  inspecting  the  work  in  each  and  addressing 
the  pupils  in  words  of  wisdom  fitting  and  appropriate  to  those  who  were  to 
be  the  future  men  and  women  of  West  Union. 

For  about  twenty  years  he  was  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Upper  Iowa  University  and  all  familiar  with  that  institution  of  learning  are 
free  to  credit  to  his  sagacity  and  conservative  business  management  much  of 
its  later  success.  He  gave  freely  of  his  means  to  assist  the  University.  The 
Methodist  church  at  West  Union  was  the  constant  subject  of  his  fostering 
care  and  he  assisted  liberally  in  the  building  of  all  the  churches  in  West 
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Union.  Doctor  Fuller  became  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
at  nineteen  years  of  age  and  was  an  active  member  until  his  death,  holding- 
official  positions,  including  Sunday  school  superintendent  and  Bible  class 
teacher,  during  the  active  years  of  his  life.  We  quote  the  following  extract 
in  reference  to  his  death  from  the  West  Union  Gazette : 

“All  Saturday  forenoon  Dr.  Levi  Fuller  was  in  his  office  or  on  the  street 
following  the  daily  routine  of  his  life  in  this  community  for  nearly  fifty 
years. 

“At  3  130  Saturday  afternoon,  December  8,  1900,  he  was  dead.  Through 
the  morning  he  complained  of  not  feeling  well  and  attributed  his  condition 
to  indigestion,  to  which  he  was  often  subject.  He  was  persuaded  to  not 
come  up  town  after  dinner,  occupying  the  lounge  in  conversation  with  Mrs. 
W.  E.  Fuller.  Suddenly,  in  the  midst,  of  the  talk,  with  no  warning,  without 
a  struggle,  he  ceased  to  breathe.  The  shock,  followed  by  consternation  and 
grief,  which  accompanied  the  announcement  that  ‘Doctor  Fuller  is  dead’  was 
not  confined  to  his  family,  stricken  as  they  were,  but  extended  to  all.  For 
the  moment  it  seemed  as  if  the  crowded  streets  were  paralyzed  and  as  the 
news  spread  throughout  the  county  there  was  everywhere  a  feeling  of  grief 
suggesting  the  thought  of  a  general  demonstration  of  mourning.  So  much 
was  he  loved,  admired,  venerated  and  respected." 


JAMES  ALEXANDER  CLAXTON. 

No  business  man  in  Fayette,  Iowa,  is  regarded  with  higher  favor  than 
is  the  gentleman  whose  interesting  life  record  is  briefly  outlined  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  paragraphs,  who,  while  looking  to  his  own  interests,  does  not  neglect 
to  discharge  his  duties  in  fostering  the  upbuilding  of  the  community  in  general, 
and,  by  thus  possessing-  the  qualities  that  inspire  confidence  and  which  at  the 
same  time  win,  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  him. 

James  Alexander  Claxton,  president  of  the  State  Bank  at  Fayette,  was 
born  in  Oswego  county,  New  York,  in  1854.  He  is  the  scion  of  influential 
and  sterling  ancestors  on  both  sides  of  the  house,  being  the  son  of  Isaac  and 
Margaret  (Holmes  ) Claxton.  In  1864  his  parents  moved  to  Dunhamas  Grove, 
Center  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  the  father  bought  a  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  eight  acres,  lying  on  the  dividing  line  of  Westfield  town¬ 
ship,  and  here,  amid  primitive  conditions,  he  developed  a  fine  farm  and  estab¬ 
lished  a  comfortable  home,  prospering-  by  reason  of  arduous  toil  and  good 
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management;  and  here  it  was  that  James  A.  Claxton,  his  son,  grew  to  sturdy 
manhood  amid  healthful  outdoor  environment,  alternating  farming  in  the 
summer  months  with  schooling  in  the  neighboring  schools  in  the  winter 
time.  In  that  way  he  received  a  very  serviceable  education,  but,  being  ambi¬ 
tious  to  enter  the  business  world  properly  equipped,  he  took  a  commercial 
course  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  and  two  terms  in  the  collegiate  work  of 
the  same  institution.  After  leaving  the  University  he  taught  school  for  two 
terms,  but  not  finding  this  line  of  endeavor  exactly  to  his  liking  he  returned  to 
farming,  which  he  then  followed  on  his  own  account,  owning  a  fine  place  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  managing  the  same  in  a  very  successful  man¬ 
ner. 

Mr.  Claxton's  domestic  life  began  in  1879,  when  he  formed  a  matri¬ 
monial  alliance  with  Emma  Elphick,  a  very  estimable  lady  and  the  daughter 
of  James  and  Martha  Elphick.  She  was  born  near  Whitewater,  Rock  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  she  spent  her  early  childhood,  coming  to  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  with  her  parents.  The  family  she  represented  was  highly  honored 
both  in  Wisconsin  and  in  this  county.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Claxton  con¬ 
tinued  farming  on  his  place  in  Center  township. 

On  April  1,  1901,  the  Bank  of  Fayette  was  reorganized  as  a  state  bank 
and  Mr.  Claxton  became  a  stockholder  in  the  same  and  was  elected  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  institution.  In  1903,  Judge  Hoyt,  the  president  of  the  bank,  died, 
and  Mr.  Claxton  succeeded  him  as  president,  his  innate  business  ability  and 
his  record  as  a  straightforward,  conscientious  business  man  qualifying  him  for 
this  place,  the  duties  of  which  he  has  discharged  with  credit  to  himself  and 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  stockholders  and  patrons,  the  prestige  of  the 
institution  having  been  greatly  augmented  with  the  succeeding  years.  In 
1906,  in  order  that  he  might  more  properly  discharge  his  official  duties  to 
the  bank  and  partly  in  order  that  his  children  might  enjoy  better  school  ad¬ 
vantages,  Mr.  Claxton  gave  up  active  farming  and  moved  to  Fayette,  where 
he  has  an  attractive  home.  This  bank  is  safely  and  conservatively  managed 
and  is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  having  at  this  writing  about  three 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  of  deposits.  The  capital  stock  is 
forty  thousand  dollars  and  there  is  a  surplus  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

Besides  his  interests  in  the  Bank  of  Fayette,  Mr.  Claxton  is  also  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  bank  at  Randalia,  Iowa.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  four 
interesting  children,  named  as  follows :  Bessie,  Robert,  Forest  and  Bernice. 
The  first  named  married  Ralph  Thompson  and  lives  on  the  home  place 
at  Dunham’s  Grove.  Robert  took  a  four  years’  course  in  the  Agricultural 
College  at  Ames,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  a  very  creditable  record 
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in  June,  1906,  and  for  two  years  thereafter  he  managed  a  big  stock  farm  near 
Toledo,  Ohio.  He  is  now  in  partnership  with  William  McFadden,  secretary 
of  the  Poland-China  Record  Association.  He  and  Mr.  McFadden  have  a 
laige  stock  farm  about  twenty-five  miles  from  Chicago.  Robert  married 
Sarah  Harwood,  the  daughter  of  a  prominent  family. 

Mi.  Claxton  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
chinch,  and  fiaternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 


JAMES  WHARTON  McLEAN,  M.  D. 

In  one  of  the  most  exacting  of  all  callings  Dr.  James  Wharton  McLean, 
of  Fayette,  Iowa,  has  attained  distinction,  being  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
successful  physicians  in  the  county  of  Fayette.  He  is  a  well  educated,  sym- 
metr ically  developed  man,  his  work  as  a  professional  man  having  brought  him 
piominently  to  the  notice  of  the  public,  the  result  of  which  is  a  g'reat  demand 
for  his  services  throughout  this  locality,  where  a  high  standard  of  professional 
excellence  is  required.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  scholarly  tastes  and  studious 
habits,  keeps  abreast  of  the  times  in  advanced  materia  medica,  and  his  general 
knowledge  is  broad  and  comprehensive,  yet  he  is  one  of  the  most  unassuming’ 
of  men,  plain,  genial  and  generous.  He  is,  in  short,  a  worthy  descendant  of  a 
distinguished  and  sterling  ancestry  which  the  genealogist  is  able  to  trace  back 
to  the  fourteenth  century,  the  numerous  branches  of  this  fine  old  family  being 
traced  back  without  a  missing  link  to  the  old  Scottish  clan,  McLeans,  who 
possessed,  by  charter,  as  early  as  1390,  a  part  of  the  island  of  Mull,  off  the 
west  coast  of  Scotland.  -This  clan  traced  its  origin  to  one  Gillean,  who  flour¬ 
ished  about  1250  and  is  named  as  its  first  chief.  From  that  time  until  the 
breaking  up  of  the  clan,  the  McLeans  were  led  by  a  succession  of  brave  and 
\\  ai  like  chiefs,  who  often  found  it  necessary  to  defend  their  rights  or  revenge 
their  wrongs  at  the  point  of  the  sword.  Each  clan  enjoyed,  in  large  degree, 
sovereign  rights  until  the  disastrous  battle  of  Culloden,  April  16,  1746,  when 
the  Highland  army  was  defeated  by  the  English.  One  of  the  results  of  the 
English  victory  was  the  taking  away  of  the  veritable  jurisdiction  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  and  investing  it  in  the  crown,  and  the  abolishing  of  the  Highland 
garb.  These  and  other  inimical  acts  destroyed  the  distinct  existence  of  the 
clans  and  caused  many  to  seek  homes  in  other  lands.  The  United  States 
alone  has  some  twenty  thousand  Scotch  descendants  by  the  name  of  McLean, 
many  having  won  prominence  as  statesmen,  authors,  lawyers,  doctors,  sol¬ 
diers  and  divines. 
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A  man  of  unusual  sterling  characteristics  and  the  benefactor  of  his  race 
was  the  father  of  Dr.  James  W.  McLean,  of  this  review,  the  Rev.  John 
McLean,  who  was  born  July  22,  1805.  Having  been  reared  in  an  exceptionally 
religious  home,  he  was  early  impressed  with  the  idea  of  expounding  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  the  Nazarene,  in  whom  he  confessed  faith  as  the  redeemer  of  man¬ 
kind  when  sixteen  years  of  age.  When  about  twenty-three  years  of  age  he 
began  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  being  re¬ 
ceived  on  trial  at  the  conference  held  in  Salem,  Pennsylvania,  in  1828.  His 
lack  of  early  text-book  training  seems  to  have  greatly  distressed  him  tempera¬ 
mentally  and  he  became  a  very  arduous  student,  educating  himself,  becoming  in 
due  course  of  time  a  well  informed  man,  possessing  a  full  store  of  knowledge. 
In  1830  he  was  ordained  a  deacon  at  Uniontown,  Pennsylvania,  and  two  years 
later  at  the  conference  held  at  Wellsburg,  West  Virginia,  was  made  elder. 
After  fourteen  years  connection  with  the  Pittsburg  conference,  it  was  divided, 
and  he  was  transferred  to  that  part  composing  the  Erie  conference,  thus  be¬ 
coming  identified  with  Methodism  on  the  Western  Reserve.  In  1876  these 
conferences  were  made  into  three  and  Rev.  Mr.  McLean  cast  his  lot  with  the 
Eastern  Ohio  conference.  After  a  period  of  nearly  half  a  century,  forty-seven 
years  of  faithful  and  devoted  service  in  the  ministry,  he  took  a  superannuated 
relation  and  located  in  Canfield,  Ohio,  where  his  death  occurred  February  15, 
1887.  He  was  widely  and  favorably  known  in  western  Pennsylvania  and 
eastern  Ohio  and  accomplished  an  incalculable  amount  of  good  in  those  early 
days.  Nothing  deterred  him  from  his  work,  storms,  bad  roads,  deep  snows, 
unbridged  streams,  physical  ailments — nothing  was  allowed  to  stand  in  his 
way  when  there  was  an  appointment  to  be  filled  or  some  one  was  in  need  of 
his  services.  He  married  Laura  Pryor,  a  woman  of  rare  beauty  of  character 
and  strength  of  mind,  and  this  union  proved  a  most  happy  one;  she  was  a  wo¬ 
man  of  positive  character,  as  one  illustration  will  suffice  to  indicate.  During 
the  pastorate  of  her  husband  at  Wesleyville,  a  saloon  was  opened  in  the  village 
in  spite  of  protest  and  defiance  of  law,  so  Mrs.  McLean,  assisted  by  a  score 
of  other  local  women,  proceeded  to  demolish  the  saloon  and  its  contents  with 
axes  and  hatchets,  and  although  the  proprietor  of  the  place  attempted  to  have 
the  despoilers  of  his  place  of  business  prosecuted,  the  grand  jury  refused  to 
indict  them. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  this  worthy  pioneer  couple,  of  whom  Dr. 
James  W.,  of  this  review,  was  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth.  He  is  a  native  of 
Ravenna,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  is  recorded  as  Novem¬ 
ber  13,  1843.  He  received  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools,  after 
which  he  attended  the  academy  at  Waterford,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Western 
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Reseive  Seminary  at  West  Farmington,  Ohio.  He  showed  his  patriotism 
when  the  war  between  the  states  began  by  offering  his  services  to  the  Union 
army,  but  was  rejected  on  examination,  much  to  his  regret.  In  1863  he  emi¬ 
grated  to  Pi  aii  ie  du  Chien,  Wisconsin,  and  began  teaching  in  the  graded 
schools  of  Montfort,  Beetown  and  Peach  Grove,  also  clerked  about  two  years 
in  a  store  at  the  last  named  town.  In  the  meantime  he  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine  with  Dr.  J.  B.  Cory,  surgeon  of  the  Convalescent  Hospital  at 
Prairie  du  Chien.  In  1865  and  1866  he  took  a  course  of  medical  lectures  at 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  and  in  1869  graduated  from  Rush  Medical  College 
of  Chicago.  Thus  well  equipped  for  his  chosen  life  work,  he  soon  afterwards 
located  at  Volga  City,  where  he  successfully  practiced  for  a  period  of  ten 
years.  In  1881  he  removed  to  Fayette,  this  county,  and  formed  a  partnership 
with  Dr.  C.  C.  Parker,  which  continued  until  in  October,  1903,  when  Dr. 
McLean  withdrew  from  the  partnership.  In  1876  he  took  a  special  course  at 
Long  Island  Hospital  and  in  1890  took  a  course  at  the  Polyclinical  School  in 
Chicago.  In  1876  he  represented  the  Fayette  County  Medical  Society  at 
the  centennial  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  also  at 
a  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Society.  In  the  county  organization  he  has 
held  the  positions  of  president,  secretary  and  treasurer.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity,  having  held  the  highest  office  in  the  local 
lodge,  and  he  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason.  He  has  been  master  of  the 
blue  lodge,  and  high  priest  in  the  chapter — in  fact,  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs 
in  the  Masonic  order.  He  has  been  representative  to  the  grand  lodge  and  the 
grand  chapter.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  for  four  years  was  coro¬ 
ner.  Both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  church,  of  which  he  is 
chairman  of  the  board  of  stewards.  He  was  for  years  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University  and  of  the  town  school  board,  hav¬ 
ing  voluntarily  withdrawn  from  both.  He  is  a  member  of  the  county  med¬ 
ical  board  of  pension  examiners  and  is  local  surgeon  for  the  Chicago,  Mil¬ 
waukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Doctor  Mc¬ 
Lean  takes  an  abiding  interest  in  all  the  institutions  that  have  for  their  object 
the  improvement  of  society. 

The  domestic  life  of  Doctor  McLean  began  on  October  22,  1871,  when 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Anna  E.  Miller,  a  native  of  New  York  and  a 
woman  of  education  and  culture.  To  this  union  five  children  have  been  born, 
namely:  Hattie  L.  is  teaching  vocal  music  in  the  graded  schools  of  Miles 
City,  Montana,  having  previously  graduated  from  the  Upper  Iowa  University 
and  afterwards  taken  special  musical  training  in  both  Minneapolis  and  Chi¬ 
cago;  she  is  regarded  as  an  instructor  of  high  merit;  Lester  W.  is  married, 
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lives  in  Miles  City,  Montana,  and  is  traveling  salesman  for  the  Cudahy  Pack¬ 
ing  Company ;  Dr.  Ray  A.,  who  holds  a  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  from 
the  Upper  Iowa  University  and  a  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  Iowa 
State  University,  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at 
Fayette  and  is  making  an  excellent  start ;  Harry  A.  is  married  and  is  devoting 
his  time  to  music,  piano  tuning,  band  and  orchestra  instructor,  and  is  a  cor- 
netist  of  much  more  than  average  ability  ;  John  P.,  who  lives  at  home,  is  mak¬ 
ing  a  specialty  of  drawing,  sketching,  painting  and  other  art  work  in  this 
line,  and  his  work  is  of  a  high  order. 

Doctor  McLean  has  dignified  his  every  station  in  life  with  a  charm  that 
has  constantly  added  to  his  personal  worth  and  has  discharged  the  duties  of 
citizenship  with  the  earnestness  and  loyalty  characteristic  of  the  true  American. 
His  popularity  extends  wherever  he  is  known,  and  his  probity  of  character 
is  recognized  by  his  fellow  men,  who  are  free  in  according  to  him  proper  con¬ 
fidence  and  esteem. 


HON.  CHRISTIAN  MILLER. 

Hon.  Christian  Miller,  familiarly  known  as  “Chris,”  is  one  of  the  most 
influential  factors  in  the  present  business  interests  of  Clermont.  Unlike  the 
man  who  has  slipped  noiselessly  through  the  world,  unheard  of,  unthought  of, 
and  living  solely  for  his  own  selfish  motives,  this  man  has  been  seen,  heard  and 
felt  in  every  branch  of  industry — every  channel  of  human  goodness  and  activ¬ 
ity  has  felt  the  force  of  his  courage  and  manly  powers. 

Christian  Miller,  who  was  but  a  lad  of  nine  summers  when  he  came  to 
our  shores,  was  born  in  Bern,  Switzerland,  December  21,  1847,  a  son  °f 
Benedict  Miller,  a  native  of  the  same  county,  born  June  12,  1813,  and  was  one 
of  four  children.  Benedict  was  the  youngest  in  his  parents’  family.  Rudolph, 
the  second  of  the  children,  came  to  America  in  1851,  and  the  following  year 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa. 
Christian  continued  farming  in  his  native  land,  and  Elizabeth  is  now  the  wife 
of  Christian  Duby,  of  Switzerland.  By  occupation  Benedict  Miller  Was  a 
carpenter  and  later  in  life  carried  on  an  extensive  building  and  contracting 
business.  He  married  Magdalena  Shank. 

In  the  spring  of  1856,  Mr.  Miller,  with  his  family,  consisting  of  wife  and 
five  children,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America  and  on  his  arrival  in  this  country 
at  once  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  seventy 
acres  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  near  the  home  of  his  brother  Rudolph,  who 
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had  located  here  some  four  years  previously.  This  farm  he  improved,  but  it 
was  some  years  before  the  income  was  sufficient  to  keep  his  family,  hence  he 
engaged  in  work  at  his  trade.  As  time  passed  he  not  only  provided  well  for 
his  family,  but  was  able  to  lay  up  some  for  investment,  and  at  length  possessed 
two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres  of  good  land,  one-half  of  which  was 
under  cultivation  with  good  buildings.  In  1872  he  sold  his  entire  farm  to  his 
son  Christian  for  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars.  On  May  22,  1880,  in 
the  sixty-sixth  year  of  her  age,  his  wife  died.  In  1882,  accompanied  by  his 
son  Christian,  he  returned  to  Switzerland,  where  he  spent  several  months,  and 
while  he  was  visiting  the  scenes  of  his  boyhood  days,  and  renewing  old  ac¬ 
quaintances,  Christian  made  quite  an  extensive  tour  over  Europe,  visiting 
places  of  interest  and  historic  note.  They  then  returned  to  their  home  in  their 
adopted  land,  after  which  Mr.  Miller  resided  with  his  children  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  February  7,  1893,  aged  almost  eighty-two  years. 

Christian  Miller  is  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  six  children.  John  F.,  the 
eldest,  is  married  and  owns  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Pleasant  Valley 
township.  He  is  a  well-to-do  citizen  and  an  earnest  worker  in  the  German 
Baptist  church  of  Elgin.  Benedict,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  went  with 
his  family  to  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  be¬ 
came  an  extensive  dairyman.  He  was  also  the  prime  mover  in  establishing 
in  that  neighborhood  a  cheese  factory,  one  of  the  first  in  that  county.  Leav¬ 
ing  Wisconsin  in  1882,  he  removed  to  Moody  county,  South  Dakota,  where 
he  is  now  carrying  on  farming  on  a  large  scale,  and  is  a  recognized  leader  in 
all  the  progressive  movements  for  the  public  welfare.  His  family  consists  of 
his  wife  and  eight  children.  Anna  Mary,  the  next  younger  child,  in  1866 
married  Peter  Lehman,  of  Elgin,  Iowa,  and  died  in  1885,  leaving  three  children 
and  her  husband.  Christian  is  the  next  younger  in  his  parents’  family.  Mag- 
delena  became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Frautchy,  a  prominent,  prosperous  and  enter¬ 
prising  citizen  who  died  on  February  7,  1904. 

Christian  Miller  continued  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  purchased  from 
his  father,  until  March,  1906,  when  he  removed  to  the  village  of  Clermont, 
where  he  already  had  many  business  interests  to  demand  his  personal  attention. 
Among  his  land  ownings,  in  which  his  sons  are  joint  owners,  he  has  in  Fay¬ 
ette  county  over  two  thousand  acres  of  highly  cultivated  and  improved  land, 
besides  seven  hundred  acres  in  Alamakee  county,  Iowa,  all  of  which  farm 
lands  are  rented  and  carried  on  by  members  of  his  own  family  and  tenants. 
Within  this  large  possession  there  are  almost  five  hundred  acres  of  excellent 
timber  land,  of  great  use  and  value  at  this  date.  A  portable  mill  is  on  it.  The 
firm  of  Christian  Miller  &  Sons  also  owns  the  largest  hardware  store  in  Cler- 
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mont  and  one  of  the  most  modern  and  extensive  brick-making  plants  in  north¬ 
eastern  Iowa.  At  this  plant,  which  is  in  the  village  limits  of  Clermont,  red  and 
white  brick  of  the  common  grades  are  made,  as  well  as  hollow  brick,  hollow 
blocks,  for  building  purposes,  and  tiling  in  great  quantities.  During  the  year 
1909  there  were  made  over  three  million  brick,  which  product  finds  a  ready 
market  at  various  Iowa  towns  and  cities,  even  as  far  away  as  central  Iowa, 
Cedar  Rapids  and  Independence.  The  quality  of  these  brick  make  a  ready 
sale  and  the  plant  is  being  constantly  enlarged  to  meet  the  demand.  During 
the  last  season,  the  Millers  also  shipped  five  hundred  cars  of  sand  and  gravel 
for  cement  work.  These  brick  and  tile  works  are  supplied  with  an  excellent 
grade  of  clay  (white  and  red)  from  eighty  acres  owned  by  the  Millers. 

In  1901,  Christian  Miller  purchased  the  old  pioneer  mill  known  as  the 
Brick  City  Mills — the  old  Governor  Larrabee  flouring  mills,  the  history  of 
which  during  the  Civil  war  period  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  It 
was  operated  by  his  son,  John  F.,  for  several  years,  and  then  was  furnished 
with  new  machinery,  consisting  of  the  improved  sifter  system  of  flour  making. 
It  was  then  operated  by  the  Millers  until  the  autumn  of  1909  for  general 
grinding  purposes,  but  is  now  being  converted  into  an  electric  lighting  and 
power  plant.  By  it  the  towns  of  Clermont  and  Elgin,  with  possibly  other 
nearby  cities  and  towns,  will  be  furnished  with  light  and  power,  a  franchise 
being  held  with  Ossian  and  Calmar.  The  Turkey  river,  upon  which  this 
mill  site  is  situated,  at  this  point  has  a  water  power  “head”  of  from  twelve  to 
fourteen  feet,  and  with  two  immense  horizontal  turbine  water  wheels  and  a 
Corliss  engine,  ample  power  will  be  supplied  to  carry  out  the  enterprise.  When 
remodeled,  this  milling  plant  will  be  able  to  run  during  the  daytime  the  heavy 
machinery  to  operate  the  brick  and  tile  plant  and  propel  the  flouring'  mill,  while 
at  night-time  the  waters  of  the  same  stream  will  run  the  electric  plant,  this 
being  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  modern  as  well  as  unique  arrangements 
known  of  in  the  entire  country. 

Mr.  Miller  also  owns  several  business  houses  and  dwellings  in  Clermont, 
which  command  good  rentals.  Whether  one  views  his  milling  plant,  his  mercan¬ 
tile  house,  his  many  farms,  with  their  immense  modern  barns  and  farm  houses, 
his  hundreds  of  head  of  stock,  his  great  brick  and  tile  works,  or  other  business 
interests,  he  is  impressed  with  the  thought  of  good  business  sagacity  and  an 
endless  amount  of  hard  work  to  bring  all  these  vast  interests  to  their  present 
state  of  perfection. 

Some  men  are  born  rich  in  worldly  goods,  but  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Miller 
he  has  worked  his  way  up  from  the  bottom  rung  of  the  ladder.  He  put  in 
the  years  from  the  time  he  was  a  boy  of  fourteen  to  past  eighteen  years  of  age 
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Ht  bieaking  up  the  virgin  soil  of  this  county,  with  five  and  six  yoke  of  oxen 
and  a  twenty-four-inch  breaking  plow,  where  cutting"  roots  and  grubs  as  large 
as  a  man’s  arm  was  no  uncommon  occurrence.  He  trapped  and  hunted  and 
sold  the  furs  and  game,  and  with  it  bought  his  first  live  stock  (a  small  calf)  ; 
now  he  can  count  by  the  hundreds  his  fat  cattle  and  swine.  He  not  only 
worked  with  good  hard  muscle,  but  also  used  his  brain-power,  with  which  he 
v  as  highly  favored  by  nature.  These  combined  elements  have  enabled  him 
to  succeed  in  his  life’s  career. 

Politically,  Mr.  Miller  has  ever  voted  the  Republican  ticket,  having  cast 
his  fust  \ote  foi  Gen.  Ulysses  S.  Grant  in  1868.  In  1898  and  1900  he  was  the 
representative  from  Fayette  county  in  the  twenty-seventh  and  twenty-eighth 
General  Assemblies,  where  he  did  most  excellent  work  for  his  constituents,  so 
much  so  that  not  one  line  of  newspaper  criticism  was  ever  penned  against  his 
conduct  as  a  law-maker.  After  the  termination  of  his  duties  at  the  state  cap¬ 
ital,  he  resumed  his  business  routine  at  home,  although  he  could  have  been 
elected  state  senator,  but  has  respectfully  declined  further  political  honors  at 
the  hands  of  his  friends  and  neighbors.  His  own  business  and  the  care  and 
comfort  of  his  family  have  been  with  him  of  paramount  importance,  and  yet 
he  is  a  firm  supporter  of  all  that  is  wise  and  excellent  in  the  party  of  his 
choice. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Miller  has  been  a  devoted,  consistent  member  of 
the  German  Baptist  church,  as  is  also  his  excellent  wife,  both  of  whom  have 
been  true  to  the  faith  they  profess,  and  have  reared  their  interesting  and  suc¬ 
cessful  family  in  the  way  that  they  should  go,  hence  are  an  honor  to  their  par¬ 
ents  and  reliable,  good  citizens.  Their  children  all  live  within  the  county  in 
which  they  were  born,  and  are  men  and  women  possessed  of  excellent  minds 
and  hearts. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christian  Miller  are  as  follows :  ( 1 ) 
John  F.,  born  February  13,  1872,  attended  college  at  Rochester,  New  York, 
and  now  occupies  the  old  homestead  in  Pleasant  Valley  township.  He  is  mar¬ 
ried  and  has  six  children,  Walter,  Edna,  Carl,  Wilma,  Ervin  and  Clara.  (2) 
Mary,  born  June  13,  1874,  married  William  Haas,  of  Fayette  county,  and 
now  resides  at  Clermont,  being  interested  in  the  electric  light  and  milling  busi¬ 
ness.  They  have  one  child,  Herbert.  (3)  Christian  C.,  born  February  19, 
1876,  married  Louise  Hoffer,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Grace. 
Christian  C.  is  in  company  with  his  father  in  the  various  branches  of  his 
business,  especially  that  of  milling,  and  the  electric  light  plant.  He  has  been 
mayor  of  Clermont  for  several  years,  and  as  such  gives  the  highest  possible 
satisfaction.  (4)  Eddie  M.,  born  July  17,  1877,  died  November  23,  1879. 
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(5)  William  B.,  born  November  9,  1880,  married  Jessie  Bracken,  of  this 
county,  and  lives  in  Pleasant  Valley  township;  they  have  one  child,  Mildred. 

(6)  Alfred  E.,  born  July  5,  1882,  married  Hulda  Hoffer  and  resides  in  Cler¬ 

mont.  He  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  milling  industry.  (7)  Anna 
M.,  born  August  12,  1885,  died  October  2,  1888.  (8)  Clara  H.,  born  Novem¬ 

ber  11,  1887,  married  Otto  Krueger,  now  farming  in  Pleasant  Valley  town¬ 
ship.  (9)  Meta  M.,  born  February  7,  1889,  also  farming  in  Pleasant  Valley 
township.  (10)  Lillie,  born  December  13,  1893,  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Miller  is  the  daughter  of  Freiling  Haus,  a  native  of  Switzerland  who  came  to 
America  in  1867  and  settled  in  Pleasant  Valley  township.  He  was  a  cabinet 
maker.  He  died  in  1889.  Mrs.  Miller's  mother  died  in  Switzerland. 


HIRAM  HOAGLAND. 

The  history  of  Fayette  county  would  be  lacking  an  important  link  should 
the  record  of  Hiram  Hoagland  be  omitted,  for  he  was  one  of  the  leading  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  same  during  the  past  generation,  being  a  man  of  splendid  attributes 
and  always  ready  to  assist  his  neighbors  in  the  battle  of  life  and  do  what  he 
could  toward  the  general  good  of  the  county,  consequently  his  memory  will 
long  lie  cherished  here.  A  man  of  excellent  endowments  and  upright  char¬ 
acter,  he  was  long  a  valued  factor  in  local  affairs  and  ever  commanded  un¬ 
equivocal  confidence  and  esteem,  being  loyal  to  the  upbuilding  of  this  locality 
and  ever  vigilant  in  his  efforts  to  further  the  interests  of  the  county  along 
material,  civic  and  moral  lines. 

Mr.  Hoagland  was  born  in  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  January  13, 
1828,  and  was  the  son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Hull)  Hoagland,  an  excellent 
old  family  of  the  Keystone  state.  Hiram  grew  to  maturity  in  his  native  com¬ 
munity  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  those  early  times,  but  it 
may  be  said  that  he  remained  a  student  all  his  life  and  was  a  well  informed 
man.  He  learned  the  trade  of  wheelwright  under  his  father,  and  he  later 
learned  cabinetmaking  and  became  a  very  skilled  workman,  making  his  own 
wagon,  buggy  and  household  furniture,  and  when  he  came  to  this  county  he 
made  his  own  chairs  and  table. 

On  November  22,  1849,  Mr.  Hoagland  married  Elizabeth  D.  Boale,  a 
native  of  county  Down,  Ireland,  born  September  12,  1829,  and  she  was  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Grace  (McWha)  Boale,  natives  of  Ireland,  but  of 
Scotch  descent  and  Presbyterian  faith.  They  came  to  America  in  1839  and 
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settled  in  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  they  lived  until  1852,  when  they 
came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  located  on  a  farm  two  and  one-half  miles 
north  of  West  Union,  on  which  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives,  Mr.  Boale 
dying  in  1859,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years,  his  Wife  following  him  to  the 
gi ave  in  i860,  when  sixty-three  years  old.  Seven  children  were  born  to 
them,  two  of  whom  are  living  at  this  writing,  Mrs.  Jane  Jamison  and  George 
H.,  an  Ohio  farmer.  The  Boale  family  was  an  influential  and  highly  re¬ 
spected  one. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hiram  Hoagland  emigrated  to  Grant  county,  Wisconsin, 
the  year  after  their  marriage  and  in  the  autumn  of  1850  came  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Hoagland  purchased  a  tract  of  land  near  Auburn, 
then  leturned  to  Wisconsin  to  spend  the  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1851  he 
moved  to  his  farm  and  remained  on  the  same  two  years,  then  sold  it  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Auburn.  Being  a  public-spirited  and 
patriotic  man,  he  was  active  in  raising  troops  for  the  Federal  army  when  the 
Civil  war  began,  and  on  June  20,  1861,  he  was  commissioned  captain  of  a 
company,  but  ill  health  prevented  his  going  to  the  front,  very  much  to 
his  regret.  In  1863  he  disposed  of  his  store  and  purchased  a  farm  on  which 
he  lived  the  balance  of  his  life,  being  very  successful  as  a  general  farmer 
and  stock  raiser,  having  at  one  time  owned  a  very  valuable  place  of  six  hun¬ 
dred  acres,  which  was  one  of  the  choice  farms  of  the  county.  He  built  at¬ 
tractive  and  substantial  buildings.  He  was  a  successful  business  man,  and 
besides  his  farm  and  livestock  he  became  associated  in  numerous  commer¬ 
cial  enterprises.  He  was  treasurer  and  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Joint 
Stock  Company,  a  stockholder  in  the  Citizens’  Savings  Bank  at  Elgin  and 
other  financial  institutions  of  the  county, — in  fact  he  was  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  influential  men  in  this  part  of  the  counfy  in  business,  civic 
and  social  circles. 

Always  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Democratic  party, 
Mr.  Hoagland  was  frequently  honored  with  nominations  for  public  offices. 
He  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  coroner  of  Fayette  county  and  by 
virtue  of  his  election  to  this  office,  on  the  resignation  of  the  sheriff,  filled 
the  latter  office.  He  was  a  member  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors  for 
several  years,  and  in  1869  was  elected  auditor  of  the  county  notwithstanding 
he  had  to  oppose  a  large  Republican  majority.  He  received  the  nomination 
for  representative  in  the  state  Legislature  in  1879,  but  failed  of  election,  with 
the  rest  of  his  party,  and  at  one  time  he  ran  for  state  senator  against  ex- 
Governor  Larrabee,  but  was  defeated.  Being  tendered  the  nomination  for 
Congress  in  1880,  he  declined  the  honor. 
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To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoagland  six  children  were  born,  namely:  Melissa, 
born  September  3,  1850,  died  July  28,  1851 ;  John  A.,  born  May  5,  1852,  was 
educated  in  the  West  Union  public  schools  and  Upper  Iowa  University  and 
for  several  years  he  followed  farming,  then  entered  the  mercantile  life  in 
Vermilion,  South  Dakota,  and  remained  there  until  his  death;  Katherine  B., 
who  was  born  September  14,  1854,  and  died  December  25,  1878,  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University  and  she  taught  school  a  number  of  terms ; 
Seth  D.,  born  November  18,  1857,  was  educated  in  the  Upper  Iowa  Univer¬ 
sity;  for  some  time  he  has  been  a  grain  dealer  in  Kenesaw,  Nebraska;  Perry 
J.,  born  March  24,  i860,  was  educated  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  and 
for  several  years  farmed  on  the  Hoagland  homestead,  then  went  to  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma,  where  he  is  now  connected  with  several  prosperous  business  en¬ 
terprises;  Eva  G.,  who  was  born  November  6,  1865,  was  educated  in  Upper 
Iowa  University  at  Fayette,  and  on  March  21,  1896,  she  married  W.  F.  Phil¬ 
lips,  which  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children,  Marcus  Henry,  born 
April  6,  1897,  and  Hazel  Elizabeth,  born  May  5,  1900;  both  are  now  attend¬ 
ing  the  public  schools  of  West  Union,  in  which  city  Mrs.  Phillips  resides, 
having  a  very  cozy  and  attractive  home  which  is  often  the  gathering- 
place  for  her  many  friends. 

The  death  of  Hiram  Hoagland  occurred  on  December  7,  1885,  loved, ' 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  Mrs.  Hoagland  continued 
until  1887  to  reside  on  the  homestead,  whither  she  came  in  1863,  finally  mov¬ 
ing  to  West  Union  where  she  spent  her  last  years  at  the  home  of  her  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Phillips,  her  death  occurring  on  June  14,  1908.  She  was  a  woman 
of  beautiful  Christian  character  and  admired  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 

The  Hoagland  family  were  always  advocates  of  the  Presbyterian  faith. 

Mr.  Hoagland  was  a  fine  type  of  the  self-made  man,  broad-minded,  ag¬ 
gressive,  generous,  keen,  far-seeing  American  who  win  in  life’s  battles  from 
sheer  force  of  character  and  personality  and  depend  upon  no  one.  By  his 
own  efforts,  starting  in  life  practically  empty  handed,  he  surmounted  every 
obstacle  and  gained  a  large  competency  and  an  honored  position  in  the  county 
of  his  residence. 


REV.  GUSTAV  EDWARD  BLESSIN. 

Fayette  county  has  been  the  home  and  the  scene  of  labor  of  many  men 
who  have  not  only  led  lives  which  should  serve  as  a  lesson  and  inspiration 
to  those  who  follow  them  onto  the  stage  of  life's  activities,  but  who  have  also 
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been  of  inestimable  service  through  important  avenues  of  usefulness  in  various 
lines. 

The  honored  and  highly  esteemed  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  church  at  Eldo¬ 
rado,  the  Rev.  Gustav  Edward  Blessin,  is  one  of  those  who  have  labored  long 
and  unceasingly  for  the  amelioration  of  conditions  in  this  county  and  whose 
sen  ices  ha\  e  been  richly  crowned.  Lie  is  known  to  all  classes  as  a  man  of 
well-rounded  character,  devoted  and  loyal,  so  that  there  are  many  salient 
points  which  render  consonant  a  tribute  to  his  commendable  career.  He  was 
born  on  February  1,  1847,  in  Berlin,  Germany,  of  an  excellent  old  family, 
and  there  he  attended  school  until  ten  years  of  age;  then  entered  the  Cadet 
school  m  Potsdam.  He  was  confirmed  there  in  1861,  in  the  Garnison  church. 
In  1865  lie  entered  the  normal  school  in  Drossen,  Germany,  finished  the  pre¬ 
scribed  course  whh  credit,  and  then  began  the  study  of  theology  under  Loche, 
Bauer,  and  I.  Deinzer,  in  the  theological  school  at  Neuendettelsan. 

1  hus  well  equipped  for  his  high  calling,  he  sought  a  proper  field  for  the 
exercise  of  his  talents  and  where  he  believed  he  could  accomplish  the  greatest 
good  as  an  humble  follower  of  the  lowly  Nazarene,  so  he  set  sail  for  America, 
for  the  purpose  of  serving  in  the  Lutheran  church,  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1871. 
He  became  the  assistant  of  the  late  Rev.  I.  Hoertein,  in  Iowa  City,  Iowa. 
In  the  spimg  of  1872  lie  followed  a  call  to  Crane  Creek,  Bremer  county,  Iowa, 
and  he  remained  there  four  and  one-half  years  where  he  did  a  great  work  in 
strengthening  the  congregation  and  raising  the  general  moral  status  of  the 
community  and  elevating  the  spiritual  tone  of  the  people;  this  has  been 
his  record  wherever  his  lot  has  been  cast.  While  at  Crane  Creek  he  accepted 
a  call  from  the  congregations  at  Eldorado  and  Fort  Atkinson,  in  Fayette 
county,  where  he  is  well  known,  honored  and  admired  by  all  classes,  every¬ 
body  recognizing  his  genuine  worth  and  his  fidelity  to  his  trust.  He  says  he 
has  worked  nearly  thirty-four  years  in  sunshine  and  rain,  and  that  the  Lord 
has  guided  and  provided,  and  will  guide  and  provide  after  his  promise. 

Rev.  Blessin  is  a  thoroughly  accomplished  musician  and  a  teacher  of 
music,  renowned  for  his  success  and  efficiency.  He  is  a  thorough  scholar, 
versed  in  many  languages,  talented,  versatile,  a  forceful,  earnest  and  eloquent 
speaker,  a  deep  theologian,  a  wise  but  conservative  pastor,  an  excellent  church 
financier  and  a  man  who  would  accomplish  great  good  in  any  field.  He  has 
a  beautiful  home  in  Eldorado,  and  possesses  a  large  and  very  valuable  pri¬ 
vate  library  where  he  delights  to  spend  much  of  his  time  perusing  the  world’s 
best  literature,  “losing  himself  in  other  men’s  minds,”  as  Charles  Lamb 
wrote.  His  home  life  is  simple  and  unpretentious. 
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The  acts  of  Rev.  Blessin,  both  spiritual  and  temporal,  have  met  with 
the  united  approval  of  his  own  people  and  all  others  as  well,  the  good  he  has 
done  being  deeply  engraven  on  the  hearts  of  the  people  whom  he  has  served, 
and  the  approval  of  his  own  conscience  and  that  of  the  Divine  Master  are 
all  the  reward  he  wishes  for  his  labors  in  behalf  of  the  church. 


COL.  JACOB  W.  BOPP. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  Was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois, 
on  the  28th  of  September,  1853.  At  the  time  of  his  birth  his  parents  were 
on  their  .way  to  the  then  frontier  country  designated  on  the  map  as  Iowa. 
He  is  the  oldest  child  of  John  Michael  and  Margaretha  Bopp,  whose  per¬ 
sonal  sketch  appears  fully  under  their  own  names  in  this  volume. 

Jacob  W.  Bopp  was  reared  amid  the  environments  of  pioneer  life  and 
his  early  years  were  spent  in  attending  the  district  school  and  in  working  on 
the  parental  farm.  But  he  early  developed  a  taste  for  reading  and  study 
which  ultimately  led  him  into  schools  of  higher  standing  and  he  soon  de¬ 
veloped  into  a  district  school  teacher.  But  after  two  years  employed  in  teach¬ 
ing,  he  again  returned  to  his  studies  as  a  student,  at  Ainsworth’s  Academy, 
in  West  Union,  where  he  spent  two  years  very  profitably.  During  his  two 
years  of  teaching,  it  may  be  added,  he  spent  his  evenings  in  teaching  night 
schools  in  the  surrounding  districts  and  in  private  study.  This  special 
teaching  was  in  the  nature  of  instruction  on  bookkeeping,  commercial  arith¬ 
metic  and  penmanship,  and  Mr.  Bopp  says  that  he  believes  he  was  as  much 
benefited  by  this  work  as  any  of  his  students.  In  the  autumn  of  1876  the  sub¬ 
ject  became  a  student  in  the  collegiate  department  of  the  Iowa  State  University, 
and  continued  there  for  two  years,  when  he  transferred  his  allegiance  to  the 
Upper  Iowa  University,  in  his  home  county.  He  earned  the  money  to 
prosecute  his  collegiate  Work  as  a  newspaper  correspondent,  a  line  of  literary 
endeavor  in  which  he  became  very  prominent  and  well  known  throughout 
the  Northwest,  and  in  which  he  continued,  in  connection  with  other  lines, 
for  many  years.  In  the  spring  of  1880  he  became  associated  with  the  local 
papers  at  Mason  City,  Iowa,  and  at  the  same  time  served  as  special  corrre- 
spondent  to  several  metropolitan  dailies  in  the  West. 

At  the  convening  of  the  Legislature  in  1882,  Mr.  Bopp  was  elected 
secretary  of  the  railroad  committee  of  the  Senate  and  discharged  the  duties 
of  that  position  in  connection  with  his  work  for  the  press.  On  adjournment 
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of  the  Legislative  he  entered  upon  his  journalistic  work  with  renewed  vigor, 
being  very  actively  engaged  in  politics,  and  supplied  the  leading  Republican 
papers  of  the  Northwest  with  a  daily  resume  of  political  news.  In  his  ca¬ 
pacity  as  a  reportei  his  presence  was  required  at  the  leading  summer  resorts, 
fails  and  expositions,  and  thus  he  was  enabled  to  combine  sight-seeing 
and  extensive  travel  with  a  pleasant  and  profitable  business.  While  thus  em¬ 
ployed  Mr.  Bopp  came  in  contact  with  the  leading  men  of  the  state  and 
nation,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  prominent  politicians  everywhere. 

Mr.  Bopp  took  up  the  preliminary  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Miller 
&  Cliggitt,  at  Mason  City,  thus  multiplying  his  manifold  duties;  but  he 
has  always  been  noted  as  a  busy  man,  and  even  now,  after  fortune  has 
smiled  upon  him,  rendering  work  unnecessary,  he  probably  devotes  as  many 
hours  to  business  as  any  man  in  Fayette  county.  In  the  autumn  of  1882  he 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  State  University  and  was  graduated 
therefrom  with  the  class  of  1883.  He  took  up  this  study,  he  says,  for  the 
mental  discipline  it  affoided,  and  without  any  intention  of  ever  practicing 
law;  but  it  is  noticeable  that  in  the  manipulation  of  his  extensive  real 
estate  business  his  legal  advice  is  often  sought,  and  is  found  to  be  accurate 
and  reliable. 

While  in  law  school,  in  recognition  of  his  ability  as  a  writer,  Mr. 
Bopp  was  chosen  editor  of  the  Vidette  Reporter,  conducted  by  the  students 
attending  the  university.  During  commencement  week,  in  connection  with 
a  fellow  student,  he  published  a  special  edition,  designating  it,  for  the  time 
being,  as  the  Law  Tunes.  In  this  was  published  a  full  synopsis  of  addresses 
dehveied  on  that  occasion,  also  a  general  review  of  the  public  exercises, 
notes  by  the  way,  and  a  large  amount  of  information  valuable  to  the  embryo 
lawyer. 

After  his  graduation  Mr.  Bopp  took  a  few  weeks’  vacation  to  visit  his 
home  people,  and  then  allied  himself  with  the  interests  of  the  Republican 
party  in  the  capacity  of  special  correspondent  to  the  leading  journals  of 
the  state.  Fie  was  employed  by  the  state  central  committee  to  report  speeches, 
joint  debates  etc.,  and  assisted  Hon.  H.  S.  Fairall  in  the  preparation  of  a 
volume  entitled  “Manual  of  Iowa  Politics.”  He  continued  his  connection  with 
the  Associated  Press  until  the  convening  of  the  Legislature,  when  he  resumed 
his  former  position  as  secretary  of  the  railroad  committee  of  the  Senate, 
and  also  served  in  the  same  position  at  the  succeeding  session.  While  thus 
employed  he  was  a  regular  correspondent  to  the  Burlington  Hawkeye,  Dav- 
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enport  Gazette,  Dubuque  Times,  Cedar  Rapids  Republican,  and  other  daily 
papers. 

At  the  close  of  the  twentieth  General  Assembly,  Mr.  Bopp  accompanied 
the  delegation  of  Iowa  physicians  on  their  excursion  to  the  International 
Medical  Congress,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  reported  their  proceedings 
to  the  press  of  the  country.  Following  the  close  of  the  congress  he  spent  a 
month  in  sight-seeing  in  the  national  capital,  in  Virginia,  North  and  South 
Carolina,  and  the  great  cities  of  the  East  and  South. 

Returning  to  Iowa,  Mr.  Bopp  took  an  active  part  in  the  congressional 
campaign  of  1884,  and  in  the  winter  following  attended  the  World’s  Fair 
at  New  Orleans,  visiting  the  jetties  and  other  points  of  interest  in  the  South. 
Mr.  Bopp  was  the  founder  of  syndicate  letters  in  Iowa,  a  system  of  corre¬ 
spondence  now  generally  followed  by  newspaper  correspondents.  For  many 
years  he  furnished  the  farm  department  for  the  West  Union  Gazette,  which 
matter  was  syndicated  to  most  of  the  leading-  papers  in  Iowa.  He  assisted 
in  organizng  the  Fayette  County  Farmers’  Institute,  as  he  did  many  others, 
and  was  an  officer  or  director  during  all  the  years  that  the  local  institute  was 
in  active  operation.  He  was  for  fifteen  years  a  director  of  the  Fayette 
County  Agriculture  Society,  and  has  always  been  active  and  zealous  in  pro¬ 
moting  its  interests. 

Several  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  connection  with  the  Republican 
state  central  committee  as  reporter  for  special  campaign  work  and  big  meet¬ 
ings  everywhere.  While  actively  in  the  newspaper  harness,  he  and  his  co¬ 
laborer,  A.  W.  Clancy,  gave  a  complimentary  dinner  to  the  newspaper 
fraternity  in  Des  Moines,  at  the  Capital  City  Hotel,  which  was  characteristic 
of  the  way  he  treats  his  friends.  The  following  bill  of  fare  will  show  with 
what  spirit  the  guests  toasted  to  the  good  health  and  long  lives  of  their  hosts : 

THE  VERY  LATEST. 

RESCUED  FROM  THE  WATERS 

Oysters  with  Soup. 

KILLED  NEAR  CHICAGO. 

Lake  Trout  Baked. 

VICTIMS  OF  SEETHING  WATERS. 

Chicken  with  Egg  Sauce.  Leg  of  Mutton,  Caper  Sauce. 

SCIENTIFIC  SHOOTING. 

Glass  Balls  with  Cream. 

SHOT  DEAD  IN  SPORT. 

Wild  Turkey  Roasted,  with  Cranberry  Sauce. 

Roast  Mallard  Duck,  with  Currant  Jelly. 
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a  fatal  holocaust. 

Roast  Loin  of  Beef.  Loin  of  Veal,  Plain  Dressing. 

FROM  THE  FAR  WEST. 

Haunch  of  Venison  Roasted.  Mountain  Squirrel. 

Wild  Pigeons  on  Toast. 

THE  GREAT  JOINT  DISCUSSION. 

Roast  Chicken,  Oyster  Dressing.  Pigeon  Pie 

Fillets  of  Duckling.  Salmi  of  Wild  Pigeon. 

agricultural  congress. 

Sweet  Potatoes.  Mashed  Potatoes.  Boiled  Potatoes. 

Boiled  Onions.  Turnips.  Sauer  Kraut.  Corn. 

A  MIXED  AFFAIR. 

Lobster  Salad.  Oyster  Patties.  Salad.  Mayonnaise  of  Chicken. 
Vol  au  Vents,  Garnished  with  Macedonia  Fruits. 

PERSONAL  POINTS. 

Boston  Cream  Puffs. 
a  lover’s  poem. 

Ox-Heart,  Braized,  Ella  Wheeler. 


A  STRONG  SUSPICION. 

Macaroni  and  Cheese. 


Lemon  Pie. 

Water. 

Apples.  Nuts. 
Vinegar  Bitters. 


LOCAL  LAY  OUTS. 

Pumpkin  Pie. 

PROHIBITION  POINTS. 

Tea.  Coffee. 


Mince  Pie. 

Milk. 

Oranges. 
Baby’s  Bull 


THE  MARKETS. 

Raisins.  Grapes. 

WINE  LIST. 

Wine  of  Tar. 

Syrup  Squills  with  Ipecac. 


TOPULAR  FLOODS. 

Olson’s  Favorite,  Goode’s  Fighter,  Sanford’s  Contortionist,  Kent’s 
Commentary,  McCracken’s  Dude,  Painter’s  Paralyzer,  Clarey's  Straight,  Ros- 
siter’s  Turpentine,  Persinger’s  Tornado,  McCube’s  Lower  Level,  Fair- 
all’s  Lightning,  Bishard’s  Hospital,  Shaver’s  Hard  Labor,  Ayers’  Itemizer  and 
all’s  Lightning,  Bishard’s  Hospital,  Shaver’s  Hard  Labor,  Ayers’  Itemiber  and 
Groves’  Annihilator.  All  warranted  to  kill. 


Mr.  Bopp  has  been  an  extensive  traveler,  both  in  the  capacity  of  a  news- 
gatherer  and  for  his  own  pleasure  and  enlightenment.  He  has  made  five 
extensive  trips  through  the  South  and  several  through  the  East,  and  has 
made  two  extended  trips  through  the  British  possessions  on  the  North 
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But  the  climax  came  when  he  and  his  brother,  Charles  W.,  made  their  mem¬ 
orable  trip  through  all  Europe.  They  embarked  on  the  12th  of  May,  1900, 
and  landed  at  New  York,  returning  September  23d,  of  the  same  year.  A 
handsomely  printed  “Souvenir  Itinerary”  designates  the  points  to  be  visited 
each  day  during  the  four  months’  sojourn  abroad,  but  lack  of  space  prevents  its 
publication  here  in  full. 

The  subject  is  a  lover  of  the  beautiful,  both  in  nature  and  art.  While 
on  his  European  trip  he  made  notes  and  diagrams  in  the  matter  of  home 
adornment,  which  he  transplanted  to  his  beautiful  suburban  home,  “Linden 
Park,”  on  the  western  margin  of  West  Union.  This  is  one  of  the  most 
artistically  arranged  homes  and  grounds  to  be  found  anywhere.  A  full  de¬ 
scription  is  not  a  possibility  in  this  connection.  Suffice  to  say  that  the  news¬ 
papers  of  the  state,  both  local  and  foreign,  have  found  “Linden  Park”  the 
subject  of  much  favorable  comment,  and  handsome  cuts  of  the  premises 
have  been  printed  in  the  home  papers,  the  Des  Moines  papers  and  others. 
There  are  two  sets  of  old  English  gates,  with  iron  grill  work,  and  handsome 
ornamental  fences  inclosing  the  grounds.  The  latter  are  ornamented  with 
beautiful  flowers,  vines  and  shrubbery,  some  of  which  have  been  imported 
from  Russia  and  other  northern  European  countries,  while  the  northern  por¬ 
tion  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  have  been  searched  for  hardy  plants, 
trees  and  shrubs.  These  have  been  arranged  after  the  manner  of  experienced 
landscape  gardeners,  and  the  exterior  of  the  premises  is  a  “thing  of  beauty 
and  a  jov  forever.” 

The  conveniences  of  the  place  are  greatly  enhanced  by  the  placing  of 
water  hydrants,  electric  lights,  etc.,  about  the  grounds,  house,  barn,  poultry 
houses  and  pastures.  We  will  not  attempt  to  describe  the  interior  of  the 
house,  except  to  say  that  it  is  modern  in  all  respects  and  fully  in  keeping 
with  the  outside  surroundings.  It  also  contains  one  of  the  finest  private 
libraries  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Bopp  is  a  bachelor,  and  his  handsome  home  is  also  the  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  E.  Whorley,  who  have  charge  of  the  premises,  farm,  stock, 
etc.,  and  with  whom  Mr.  Bopp  makes  his  permanent  home.  They  have  been 
life-long  friends,  and  he  has  made  his  home  with  them  for  about  fifteen 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whorley  take  great  pride  in  keeping  up  and  adding 
to  the  beauties  of  “Linden  Park,”  and  Mrs.  Whorley  has  shown  superior  taste 
in  assisting  with  the  laying  out  of  the  grounds  and  the  arrangement  of  the 
many  conveniences.  For  some  time  after  his  return  from  Europe  Mr.  Bopp 
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was  in  great  demand  as  a  lecturer,  and  entertained  large  audiences,  both  in 
public  and  at  parlor  parties,  in  reciting  the  beauties  of  other  countries.  But 
he  has  always  devoted  considerable  time  to  the  lecture  field,  usually  on 
topics  related  to  agriculture,  horticulture,  stock-raising,  etc.  The  “good 
roads”  movement  has  always  received  his  full  support  from  voice  and  pen. 

The  souvenir  edition  of  the  West  Union  Gazette,  published  in  1898, 
gives  Mr.  Bopp  some  well  deserved  compliments,  intermingled  with  a  super¬ 
fluity  of  hot  an,  filed  off  with  the  clearness  and  versatility  characteristic 
of  the  late  Charles  H.  Talmadge.  Mr.  Talmadge  seemed  to  deprecate  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Bopp  had  “swapped”  the  ever  alert  faber  of  a  talented,  active 
and  popular  journalist  for  the  more  staid  and  “homey”  employments  of  a 
leal  estate  man.  This  was  about  the  beginning  of  MT.  Bopp  s  career  in  that 
business,  which  he  took  up  after  a  successful  siege  of  farming,  or  managing, 
the  home  estate  in- accordance  with  the  latest  methods  in  scientific  farming, 
and  in  which  he  and  all  concerned  were  phenomenally  successful.  But 
Mr.  Bopp  has  always  been  successful  in  all  of  his  varied  undertakings,  a 
result  achieved  only  by  hard  work  and  careful,  intelligent  management.  He 
is  today  one  of  the  most  successful  and  widely  advertised  real  estate  men 
in  northeastern  Iowa. 

But  Mr.  Talmadge  again  charges  that  Bopp  accepted  the  appointment 
to  a  place  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Diyike,  serving  two  years,  and  thereby 
acquiring  the  title  of  “Colonel,”  which  is  liable  to  stick  to  him  through  life 

Mr.  Bopp  possesses  a  rather  striking  personality.  Even  during  his 
student  life  he  took  no  interest  in  the  usual  sports  which  engage  so  much  of 
the  time  and  energies  of  the  average  student,  nor  has  he  ever  “acquired  the 
habit.’  He  has  never  been  associated  with  any  secret  societies,  though  admiring 
their  work  for  humanity  and  often  encouraging  others  to  join  them.  He  is 
not  associated  with  any  religious  organization,  but  is  a  liberal  contributor 
to  the  support  of  the  gospel  and  the  up-building  of  all  social  and  benevolent 
institutions.  During  the  great  temperance  movement  in  Iowa,  which  placed 
the  prohibitory  amendment  on  the  statute  books,  he  took  a  decided  stand 
in  favor  of  its  adoption,  and  with  voice  and  pen  rendered  every  possible 
assistance  to  the  cause  of  temperance  and  sobriety.  Since  its  adoption,  and 
the  ruling  of  the  supreme  court  rendering  it  inoperative,  he  has  rendered  all 
possible  assistance  in  furthering  legislative  enactments  looking  to  the  state 
control  of  the  liquor  traffic.  He  is  a  man  of  positive  convictions,  and  what¬ 
ever  he  believes  to  be  right  and  just  receives  his  hearty  support,  even  though 
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alone  and  unsupported  by  popular  opinion.  Like  our  worthy  President,  Mr. 
Bopp  wears  a  smile  that  will  not  come  off  and  a  temperament  adjusted  to  all 
occasions.  No  one  ever  saw  him  “ruffled,”  but  a  genial  smile  and  pleasant, 
seductive  voice  meets  every  rebuff,  and  stamps  Mr.  Bopp  as  a  polished  gen¬ 
tleman.  He  is  exceptionally  well  informed,  particularly  on  political  topics, 
and  enjoys  the  acquaintance  and  friendship  of  a  greater  number  of  promi¬ 
nent  officials,  office-seekers  and  politicians  than  any  other  man  in  northern 
Iowa.  His  Democratic  friends  delight  to  place  him  at  the  head  of  the  so- 
called  “Republican  ring,”  and  Bopp  rather  enjoys  the  distinction!  He  has 
always  declined  public  office,  preferring  to  help  his  friends,  or  his  party 
principles,  but  would  never  accept  a  nomination,  though  easily  within  his 
grasp. 

Mr.  Bopp  is  an  extensive  property  holder  in  West  Union  and  Fayette 
county,  all  accumulated,  largely,  through  his  own  unaided  efforts.  Besides 
his  beautiful  home  property,  he  owns  eight  handsome  residences  in  West 
Union,  all  of  “which  have  been  built  or  rebuilt  within  recent  years  and  mod¬ 
ernized  and  rendered  “up-to-date”  by  the  owner.  These,  besides  being  a 
handsome  addition  to  the  town,  are  always  in  demand  at  good  rental  figures. 
The  Bopp  block,  a  modern  two-story  brick  building,  with  handsome  stone 
front,  was  constructed  in  1898,  and  is  occupied  by  several  permanent  tenants, 
besides  Mr.  Bopp’s  commodious  offices. 

Such,  in  brief,  is  the  record  of  a  man,  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  who  is 
distinctively  “self-made,”  as  that  expression  is  understood.  As  shown  in 
his  parental  sketch,  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  he  was  born  of  Ger¬ 
man  parents  who  came  to  this  country  in  pioneer  days,  and  were  poor, 
ignorant  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  American  people,  and  also  ignorant 
of  the  usual  methods  of  money-making*.  The  subject  heard  no  language 
in  the  home  except  the  German  until  after  he  was  six  years  old,  but  the 
memory  of  the  mother  tongue  is  one  of  the  sweetest  remembrances  of  child¬ 
hood’s  happy  days.  In  later  years  he  studied  the  language  and  is  fluent  and 
accurate  in  the  use  of  German. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  article,  nor  of  consistent  biography  generally, 
to  unduly  extol  the  merits  of  any  individual,  except  as  their  recital  stimulates 
an  effort  to  imitate  the  example  of  a  worthy  subject.  If  this  object-lesson 
should  encourage  any  struggling  young  man  to  work  for  attainments  above 
the  mediocre,  and  pave  for  himself  the  pathway  to  success,  it  will  have 
served  a  worthy  purpose. 
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Fayette  county,  Iowa,  enjoys  a  high  reputation  because  of  the  high  order 
of  her  citizenship,  and  none  of  her  citizens  occupies  a  more  enviable  position 
in  the  esteem  of  his  fellows  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch.  A  residence  here  of  almost  his  entire  lifetime  has  given 
his  fellows  a  full  opportunity  to  observe  him  in  the  various  lines  of  activity 
in  which  he  has  engaged  and  his  present  high  standing  is  due  solely  to  the 
honorable  and  upright  course  he  has  pursued.  As  a  leading  citizen  of  this 

community  he  is  eminently  entitled  to  representation  in  a  work  of  this  char¬ 
acter. 


I\.  S.  F.  Ci  aw  fold  is  a  native  son  of  old  Ireland,  and  in  him  are  exem¬ 
plified  those  sturdy  qualities  for  which  the  natives  of  the  isle  of  the  shamrock 
are  noted.  He  was  born  on  May  9,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  F.  and  Anna 
Maria  (West)  Crawford,  both  of  whom  also  were  natives  of  Ireland.  The 
subject  s  uncle,  John  B.  West,  was  a  man  of  local  influence  and  importance, 
ha\  ing  defeated  Daniel  O  Connell  for  Parliament  from  Dublin,  the  latter 
being  recognized  as  one  of  Ireland’s  strongest  men.  The  subject’s  father  was 
a  giaduate  of  Tiinity  Colleg'e,  Dublin,  and  in  1848  he  brought  his  family  to 
the  United  States.  For  nine  years  he  was  the  second  steward  at  Ward’s 
Island,  being  undei  the  immediate  authority  of  the  commissioner  of  immi¬ 
gration.  On  September  14,  1855,  lle  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  bought 
farm  land,  to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  which  he  thereafter  devoted 
himself.  He  owned  two  hundred  acres  of  fine  land  which  he  developed  into 
a  good  farm,  on  which  he  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  July  7, 
1897.  In  politics  he  took  an  independent  attitude,  but  so  high  was  he  held 
in  geneial  esteem  that  he  was  chairman  of  the  first  board  of  supervisors  in 
Fayette  county  and  for  some  years  he  served  as  tax  collector  and  justice  of 
the  peace.  He  was  a  splendid  rifle  shot,  being  considered  the  best  wing  shot 
in  Fayette  county.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  church 
and  while  residing  in  New  York  City  were  members  of  St.  George’s  church. 
Of  their  ten  children,  five  are  living.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  on 
March  11,  1897,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  her  husband  having  been  but 
a  year  younger  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  subject’s  oldest  brother 
now  living,  William  F.  Crawford,  gave  his  adopted  country  faithful  service 
during  the  Civil  war,  having  first  enlisted  in  the  Third  Regiment  Iow^a  Vol¬ 
unteer  Infantry.  He  was  placed  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Foote, 
as  fourth  quartermaster.  After  his  discharge,  he  re-enlisted  in  the  Sixth 
Regiment  Iowa  Cavalry,  under  Capt.  Allen  Ainsworth,  and  served  until  the 
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close  of  the  war,  when  he  received  an  honorable  discharge.  He  is  now  acting 
as  inspector  of  United  States  war  vessels  at  Bremerton. 

R.  S.  F.  Crawford  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  New 
York  City  and  the  common  schools  of  Fayette  county,  and  he  was  reared  to  the 
life  of  a  farmer,  from  which  line  of  effort  he  has  never  departed.  He  is  now 
the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  forty-two  acres  of  land,  which  he  devotes  to 
diversified  farming.  Mr.  Crawford  has  given  special  attention  to  the  buying 
and  feeding-  of  cattle  for  market  and  in  this  line  he  has  met  with  marked  sue- 
cess,  having  found  it  a  profitable  source  of  income.  His  farm  is  highly  im¬ 
proved  and  well  equipped,  being  numbered  among  the  best  farms  of  the 
township. 

Politically,  Mr.  Crawford  was  aligned  with  the  Democratic  party  until 
Cleveland’s  administration,  since  which  time  he  has  taken  an  independent 
attitude,  though,  strictly  speaking,  he  would  be  termed  a  progressive  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  is  giving  efficient  service  as  school  treasurer  of  his  township. 
Fraternally,  he  was  at  one  time  an  active  Freemason,  but  is  not  now  affiliated 
with  any  blue  lodge. 

In  August,  1904,  Mr.  Crawford  was  married  to  Alice  Fannie  Reese, 
who  was  born  in  Kane  county,  Illinois,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Hattie 
(Smith)  Reese,  the  former  a  native  of  Somersetshire,  England,  the  latter 
of  New  York  state.  They  moved  to  Kane  county,  Illinois,  and  subsequently 
came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  the  mother’s  death  occurred,  Mr.  Reese 
.now  living  at  Maynard,  this  county.  Mr.  Crawford  has  one  stepson,  William 
H.  Pratt. 

Mr.  Crawford  enjoys  a  splendid  reputation  throughout  Fayette  county, 
because  of  the  marked  success  to  which  he  has  attained  and  the  high  personal 
character  borne  by  him.  Large-hearted,  generous  and  courteous  to  all,  he 
easily  makes  acquaintances  and  enjoys  a  large  circle  of  warm  personal  friends, 
who  esteem  him  for  his  genuine  worth. 


JOHN  MICHAEL  AND  MARGARETHA  (SCHMIDT)  BOPP. 

The  subjects  of  this  sketch  were  both  born  in  the  beautiful  Rhine 
country  at  Mayence,  Germany.  Mr.  Bopp  was  born  October  28,  1822,  and 
was  the  son  of  John  and  Magdalena  (Faszbender)  Bopp.  His  father  was 
born  in  1788,  and  his  mother  in  1790.  They  were  farmers  who  devoted  a 
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laige  pait  of  their  land  to  the  raising  of  the  famous  Rhine  wine  grape. 
His  parents  were  the  only  members  of  his  immediate  relatives  who  followed 
faiming  as  a  business,  the  other  members  of  his  father’s  family  being  trades 
people  and  mechanics.  His  father  was  a  soldier  under  the  great  Napoleon  for 
eight  years,  until  he  was  captured  on  the  retreat,  in  the  campaign  which  the 
French  made  against  the  Russians  at  Moscow.  He  was  held  as  a  prisoner 
of  war  until  after  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  He  was  also  mayor  of  his  town 
for  many  years,  and  was  always  prominent  in  its  business  and  social  affairs. 
In  his  family  there  were  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  who  have  all  long 
since  died,  but  their  descendants  are  numerous  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  home 
on  the  Rhine. 

Mr.  Bopp  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  land,  and  was  the  only  one  of 
his  family  who  came  to  America.  On  February  i,  1851,  he  was  married  to 
Margaretha  Schmidt,  who  was  born  in  the  same  village,  on  February  14, 
1828,  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Anna  Mary  (Bopp)  Schmidt.  Her  father 
was  born  in  the  same  neighborhood  June  28,  1802,  and  her  mother  on  May 
28th  of  the  same  year.  There  were  five  children  in  her  father’s  family,  one 
son  and  four  daughters,  who  have  all  died  excepting  one  sister  who  still 
lives  in  the  old  home.  Her  father  was  a  fisherman  by  trade,  and  carried  on 
his  business  on  the  rivers  Rhine  and  Main,  which  join  at  that  place.  She 
giew  to  womanhood  in  her  native  town.  They  both  received  good  common 
school  educations  with  additional  training  in  music  and  some  other  branches. 

A  little  over  two  years  after  their  marriage,  May  29,  1853,  they  started 
on  their  journey  to  America,  coming  over  the  Atlantic  in  a  sailing  ship.  The 
journey  required  forty-two  days,  and  was  filled  with  many  hardships  and 
much  sea-sickness.  At  one  time,  of  the  entire  shipload  of  immigrants,  Mrs. 
Bopp  was  the  only  passenger  not  sea-sick.  They  landed  at  New  York,  and 
immediately  came  on  to  Chicago,  which  was  then  only  a  small  town  by  the 
lake,  and  where  they  knew  but  one  family  who  had  preceded  them  to  this 
country.  They  were  both  sick  with  typhoid  fever  for  several  months,  and 
here  Mr.  Bopp  worked  on  the  railroad  for  about  a  year.  In  May,  1854,  he 
came  to  Iowa  with  some. other  Germans,  who  brought  along  an  interpreter, 
and  entered  a  piece  of  government  land  in  Windsor  township,  Fayette  county, 
and  returned  to  Chicago  to  arrange  for  moving  out.  He  arrived  with  his 
wife  and  first  child  September  28,  1854,  and  built  a  small  slab  house  near 
a  creek  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  township.  This  slab  shanty  had  no  floor, 
and  only 'one  window,  and  here  they  spent  their  first  winter.  Mr.  Bopp 
bought  a  span  of  oxen  and  hauled  logs  for  a  house  on  the  land  which  he 
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had  entered,  and  for  fencing  a  small  tract  which  he  put  into  crops  that  season. 
He  also  rented  some  land  for  the  first  year.  There  were  no  near  neighbors, 
and  no  house  to  be  seen  from  the  little  log  cabin  on  the  prairie.  They  endured 
many  hardships  the  first  winter,  on  account  of  the  deep  snow  and  severe  cold, 
to  which  neither  of  them  was  accustomed,  and  which  was  much  harder  to 
endure  on  account  of  insufficient  clothing. 

In  the  spring  of  1855  Mr.  Bopp  erected  a  log  cabin,  and  shortly  after¬ 
wards  the  family  moved  into  it.  The  prairies  were  covered  with  tall  grass 
and  an  endless  variety  of  native  flowers,  and  the  wild  wolf  and  native  game 
were  plentiful.  It  was  a  wonderful  change  from  the  peaceful  German  village 
to  the  wild  open  prairies  of  a  new  country  like  Iowa  at  that  time,  but  the 
hope  of  success,  and  the  determination  which  had  decided  them  to  come  and 
to  make  the  journey  from  their  native  land,  stood  by  them  in  their  new  sur¬ 
roundings,  and  gave  them  courage  to  Work  and  wait.  Neighbors  came  very 
slowly,  and  it  was  many  months  before  they  could  see  the  smoke  from  another 
log  house,  and  a  long  time  before  they  could  learn  enough  English  to  make 
themselves  understood,  even  to  the  few  who  came.  These  were  days  of 
hardship  and  toil,  and,  no  doubt,  their  memories  and  their  hearts  often  went 
back  to  the  peaceful  German  village  which  they  had  left,  with  all  their  friends 
and  early  associates. 

Ehito  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bopp  were  born  fourteen  children,  nine  of  whom 
are  yet  living:  (1)  J.  W.,  the  eldest,  was  born  September  28,  1853,  at 
Chicago.  His  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  All  the  rest  of  the 
children  were  born  on  the  home  farm  in  Windsor  township.  (2)  Ellen  M. 
was  born  August  4,  1855,  and  is  the  wife  of  William  Billmeyer,  a  large  land 
owner  of  Auburn,  Iowa.  They  have  five  children,  four  daughters  and  one 
son,  all  of  whom  are  living.  (3)  M.  N.  was  born  June  2,  1857,  and  resides 
in  Windsor  township,  on  the  old  home  farm  which  he  now  manages.  He 
was  married  to  Minnie  Clark,  and  they  have  two  children,  both  of  whom  are 
living.  (4)  J.  G.  was  born  September  3,  1858,  and  was  married  to  May 
Mottinger.  They  live  at  Hawkeye,  Iowa,  where  he  is  a  retired  farmer  and 
money  loaner.  They  have  no  children.  (5)  Martha  P.  was  born  September 
20,  i860,  and  was  the  wife  of  G.  H.  Mottinger,  of  Mottinger,  Washington. 
She  died  May  14,  1909,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  lot  at  Hawkeye,  Iowa. 
They  had  no  children.  (6)  Louise  E.  was  born  November  3,  1861,  and  is 
at  the  old  home.  She  has  been  an  invalid  all  her  life.  (7)  Clara  I.  was  born 
June  8,  1863,  and  died  March  16,  1882.  (8)  Henry  E.,  a  twin  brother  of 

Clara,  was  born  June  9,  1863,  and  died  October  14,  1867,  from  the  effects 
of  an  accidental  fall  from  a  wagon.  (9)  L.  E.  was  born  October  18,  1864, 
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and  was  married  to  Leona  Mendenhall,  July  9,  1896.  His  wife  died  August 
14,  1897.  He  was  again  married  to  Carlotta  Baety,  of  Canada,  and  now 
li\  es  at  Minneapolis,  and  is  engaged  as  a  traveling  salesman  for  the  Cary 
Safe  Company.  (10)  C.  W.,  (11)  William  E.  and  (12)  Chauncey,  triplets, 
were  born  March  23,  1868.  Chauncey  died  August  3d  of  the  same  year.  The 
other  two  are  still  living.  C.  W.  lives  at  Hawkeye,  Iowa,  and  is  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank,  and  was  married  to  Elizabeth  L.  Miller,  who 
assists  him  in  the  management  of  the  bank.  His  sketch  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  \  olume.  William  E.  is  a  traveling  salesman  for  the  Cary  Safe  Com¬ 
pany,  and  lives  in  Minneapolis.  He  was  married  to  Luna  E.  Wheeler,  of 
Gunnell,  Iowa.  They  have  two  children,  both  living.  (13)  Fred  A.  was  born 
November  6,  1869,  and  was  killed  in  a  railroad  accident  near  Redfield,  South 
Dakota,  February  23,  1903.  He  was  married  to  Eugena  Rudloff,  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  Wisconsin,  and  left  a  widow  and  one  son.  She  has  since  re-married 
and  lives  in  Minneapolis.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  one  of  the  highest 
salaried  salesmen  in  the  west.  (14)  Anna  M.,  the  youngest  of  the  children, 
was  born  April  14,  1873,  and  lived  at  the  old  home  until  her  marriage  to 
J.  D.  Hughes,  of  Boise  City,  Idaho.  They  now  reside  at  Roseberry,  Idaho, 
and  have  three  children,  one  son  and  two  daughters. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bopp  were  truly  life  companions,  as  they  were  born  in  the 
same  village,  studied  in  the  same  school,  under  the  same  teachers,  and  attended 
the  same  church  before  their  journey  to  this  country.  They  both  lived  to 
a  ripe  old  age  in  the  new  home  in  their  adopted  country.  They  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  February  1,  1901,  on  the  farm  Which  they  had  taken 
from  the  hand  of  nature,  and  with  their  own  planning  and  efforts  had  made 
it  into  a  beautiful  home,  with  all  the  modern  conveniences  which  may  be 
enjoyed  on  a  farm. 

Mrs.  Bopp  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  for  many  years,  and 
did  much  to  keep  up  neighboring  Sunday  schools  and  churches. 
Mr.  Bopp  was  a  supporter  of  schools  and  churches  but  was  not 
actively  identified  with  any  one  denomination.  They  were  both  deeply 
interested  in  the  success  and  education  of  their  children,  and  gave  most  of 
them  college  schooling,  and  assisted  them  in  every  possible  way  to  become 
active  and  influential  business  men  and  women  in  the  community  in  which 
they  lived.  In  their  later  years  they  took  great  pride  in  the  success  of  their 
sons  in  the  business  world.  Seven  members  of  their  family  were  school 
teachers  part  of  their  lives,  and  the  family  did  much  to  further  the  interests 
of  education  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  old  home,  and  were  always  active 
in  supporting  any  worthy  enterprise  or  undertaking.  Mr.  Bopp  was  not 
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a  strong  man  and  felt  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life  very  keenly.  He  was 
a  great  lover  of  flowers  and  books,  and.  in  his  earlier  years  was  a  fine  singer. 
He  was  one  of  the  choir  at  the  dedication  of  the  first  monument  to  Gutenberg, 
the  inventor  of  printing,  at  Frankfort,  Germany,  and  was  a  great  lover  of 
fine  penmanship  and  the  beautiful  in  nature.  Mrs.  Bopp  was  of  a  more  com¬ 
manding  disposition,  and  took  great  delight  in  seeing  successful  enterprises 
and  material  prosperity.  They  worked  hard  for  many  years  and  saw  the 
wild  prairies  subdued  and  converted  into  prosperous  farms  and  beautiful 
homes.  They  saw  the  growth  of  churches  and  schools ;  the  building  of  roads 
and  towns,  and  were  taxed  heavily  to  start  in  the  building  of  the  first  rail¬ 
ways,  which  brought  them  nearer  to  the  outer  world.  With  their  neighbors, 
they  sold  eggs  for  four  cents  per  dozen ;  butter  for  six  cents  per  pound ; 
dressed  pork  for  one  dollar  and  thirty-five  cents  per  hundred,  and  wheat  for 
thirty-five  cents  per  bushel,  which  had  to  be  delivered  at  McGregor,  with 
ox  teams,  a  distance  of  fifty  miles;  and  with  all  these  disadvantages  they 
kept  their  family  together,  attended  church  in  their  own  and  neighboring 
cabins,  and  contributed  to  that  cordial  sociability  only  found  in  the  pioneer 
homes.  They  enjoyed  the  afternoon  of  life  together  in  the  same  devotion 
and  companionship  in  which  they  grew  up  hi  their  native  village,  and  lived 
to  see  a  great  county  and  a  great  state  grow  to  be  a  part  of  a  great  nation, 
by  the  efforts  of  themselves  and  other  immigrants  from  foreign  countries, 
joined  with  those  of  native  Americans.  Theirs  were  lives  well  spent,  and 
their  last  years  were  gladdened  with  the  satisfaction  of  success  for  themselves 
and  their  family,  and  the  consciousness  of  having  wrought  faithfully  and 
well  at  the  old  homestead. 

Mr.  Bopp  died  July  21,  1901,  at  the  family  home.  He  was  buried  in 
the  Hawkeye  cemetery,  where  he  had  lived  to  see  a  prosperous  town,  in  which 
his  sons  had  taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  its  growth,  on  what  was 
a  houseless  prairie  when  he  came  to  Iowa.  Mrs.  Bopp  died  at  the  old  home¬ 
stead,  August  5,  1905,  surrounded  by  all  the  members  of  her  family  and  amid 
the  scenes  and  associations  of  more  than  fifty  years.  Six  of  her  sons  acted 
as  pall  bearers  for  her,  as  they  did  for  all  the  members  of  the  family  who 
have  gone  on  before,  and  she  is  buried  in  the  Hawkeye  cemetery,  where  five 
of  her  children,  and  husband,  had  been  laid  to  rest. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bopp  were  truly  pioneers,  and  were  widely  known  over 
the  county,  both  by  their  own  friends  and  because  of  the  success  and  enter¬ 
prise  of  their  children.  It  is  certainly  a  great  achievement  when  a  young- 
couple  like  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bopp  leave  their  native  land  to  go  thousands  of 
miles  across  the  seas,  into  a  strange  country,  whose  language  and  customs 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


597 


they  do  not  understand,  and  take  up  a  homestead  and  develop  it  into  a  home 
for  a  large  family,  and  start  them  in  life  with  good  health,  splendid  educations 
and  commendable  business  habits.  Such  lives  must  be  counted  a  success,  and 
it  is  families  like  this  one  on  which  the  strength  and  greatness  of  a  state  and 
nation  must  be  founded.  It  is  families  like  this  one  which  make  a  state  and 
nation  great,  and  the  benediction  of  “well  done,  good  and  faithful  servants,” 
went  with  them  to  their  final  rest. 


ANDREW  F.  RANDALL. 

It  is  not  an  easy  task  to  describe  adequately  a  man  who  has  led  an  emi¬ 
nently  active  and  busy  life  and  who  has  attained  to  a  position  of  relative  dis¬ 
tinction  in  the  community  with  which  his  interests  are  allied.  But  biography 
finds  its  most  perfect  justification,  nevertheless,  in  the  tracing  and  recording  of 
such  a  life  history.  It  is,  then,  with  a  full  appreciation  of  all  that  is  demanded 
and  of  the  painstaking  scrutiny  that  must  be  accorded  each  statement,  and  yet 
with  a  feeling  of  satisfaction,  that  the  writer  essays  the  task  of  touching 
briefly  upon  the  details  of  such  a  record  as  has  been  that  of  the  honored  sub¬ 
ject,  Andrew  F.  Randall,  one  of  the  honored  and  influential  business  men  of 
Fayette  county. 

Mr.  Randall  is  a  native  son  of  the  old  Empire  state,  having  first  seen  the 
light  of  day  in  Madison  county,  New  York,  on  March  16,  1837.  He  is  the 
son  of  Asahel  and  Julia  (Dykins)  Randall,  who  were  numbered  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Madison  county,  where  the  father  successfully  followed  ag¬ 
ricultural  pursuits  for  a  number  of  years,  he  and  his  wife  spending  their  last 
days  at  Oneida,  that  county.  They  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  of 
which  number  two  are  living,  B.  F.,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  this  state,  and  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  review.  Politically,  the  father  was  originally  an  old-line  Whig, 
but  on  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  he  allied  himself  with  it.  He 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  They  are  both  now 
deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Oneida,  New  York,  the  paternal 
farmstead  being  near  that  city,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  that  community 
he  received  a  good  practical  education.  In  1856  he  came  to  Lyons,  Clinton 
county,  Iowa,  and  was  employed  in  driving  a  team  on  railroad  construction 
work.  After  a  short  time  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in  New  York,  but 
soon  afterward  again  came  to  Clinton  county  and  took  a  position  as  engineer 
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with  his  brother,  P.  D.  Randall,  who  had  charge  of  twenty  miles  of  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  Northwestern  railroad  west  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  in  this  capacity 
he  assisted  in  laying  out  the  town  of  Clinton.  After  completing  this  work 
Mr.  Randall  asrain  returned  to  Oneida  county,  New  York,  and  was  married. 
In  i860  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  a  year  and  was 
then  appointed  railroad  station  agent  at  Lisbon,  this  state,  retaining  the  posi¬ 
tion  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  went  to  Carroll,  Iowa,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  following  summer  he  run  a  boarding  house.  During  the  following 
three  years  he  was  employed  as  station  agent  at  Mount  Vernon.  Receiving 
then  the  appointment  as  superintendent  of  the  Lynn  county  poor  farm,  Mr. 
Randall  efficiently  discharged  the  duties  of  that  position  for  three  years.  In 
1873  came  to  Center  township,  Fayette  county,  and  he  and  his  brother, 
P.  F.,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  platted  the  village  of  Randalia,  which  they  named. 
During  the  following  six  years  Mr.  Randall  served  as  station  agent  at  the  new 
railroad  point,  but  during  the  following  years  he  chiefly  applied  himself  to 
mercantile  pursuits,  having  opened  up  a  general  store  at  that  point.  He  was 
appointed  the  first  postmaster  at  Randalia  and  held  the  office  for  twelve  years, 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  patrons  of  the  office.  He  has  been  in  business 
here  continuously  since  the  inception  of  the  business  life  of  the  village  and  has 
l;een  one  of  the  principal  figures  in  the  business  life  of  the  community,  the 
commercial  prosperity  of  the  place  being  largely  due  to  his  influence  and  per¬ 
sonal  efforts.  He  has  taken  the  keenest  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  town 
and  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  stockholders  of  the  Randalia  Savings  Bank, 
of  which  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  hoard  of  directors,  this  being  one  of 
the  solid  and  influential  banks  of  Fayette  county.  In  various  ways  has  Mr. 
Randall  shown  at  all  times  his  unvarying  faith  in  the  community  in  which  he 
lives  and  the  unselfish  interest  that  he  has  exhibited  in  its  welfare  has  earned 
for  him  the  sincere  respect  of  all  who  have  been  asociated  with  him.  Sound 
business  principles  and  stanch  integrity  have  characterized  his  commercial 
life  and  a  sense  of  fairness  has  actuated  him  in  his  dealings  with  others. 

Politically,  Mr.  Randall  is  an  adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  in  the 
success  of  which  he  has  ever  been  deeply  interested,  having  been  chairman  of 
the  township  central  committee  for  a  number  of  years,  in  which  capacity  he 
rendered  appreciated  service  to  his  party.  He  served  satisfactorily  as  justice 
of  the  peace  for  several  years,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  public  office. 
Fraternally  he  was  a  charter  member  of  Randalia  Lodge,  No.  177,  Indepen¬ 
dent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Rosebud  Lodge  No. 
232,  Daughters  of  Rebekah,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs.  Mr.  Randall  also 
belongs  to  West  Union  Encampment  of  Patriarchs  Militant,  in  which  he  has 
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received  special  recognition  officially,  having  been  elected  colonel  of  the  Third 
Regiment,  Second  Brigade.  Mr.  Randall  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  as  was  his  wife,  but  they  now  give  their  support  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

On  April  29,  1858,  Mr.  Randall  was  united  in  marriage  with  Addie 
Foland,  who  was  horn  at  Oneida,  New  York,  on  November  22,  1838,  the 
daughter  of  Jonas  and  Elizabeth  (Mowers)  Foland,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  New  York  state,  the  former  horn  at  Schenectady  and  the  latter  at 
Hudson.  In  the  Foland  family  were  nine  children,  of  whom  may  he  noted 
the  remarkable  fact  that  six  of  them  lived  wedded  lives  of  more  than  fifty 
years.  Mrs.  Randall’s  parents  both  died  in  New  York  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Randall  have  had  no  children  of  their  own,  but  had  an  adopted  daughter, 
Belle.  The  latter  received  a  good  education  in  the  public  schools  and  Fayette 
College,  and  was  also  highly  accomplished  in  music.  She  became  the  wife 
of  Daniel  Duncan,  of  this  county,  who  is  now  teacher  in  a  Presbyterian 
school  in  New  York  City.  Mrs.  Duncan  died  in  New  York  City  on  December 
5,  1894. 

In  all  that  goes  to  make  up  strong  and  potential  manhood,  Mr.  Randall 
has  been  well  equipped  and  in  all  the  affairs  of  a  busy  life  he  has  “stood  four 
square  to  every  wind  that  blows,"  his  present  high  standing  in  the  community 
where  he  has  lived  so  many  years  attesting  the  opinion  held  of  him  by  those 
who  know  him  best.  Every  movement  looking  to  the  advancement  of  the 
community,  morally,  educationally,  socially  or  materially,  has  received  his 
earnest  endorsement  and  support  and  he  has  justly  earned  the  right  to  he 
numbered  among  the  representative  men  of  his  community. 


THE  SCHORI  BROTHERS. 

Albert,  Ernest  and  George  Schori,  all  sons  of  Benjamin  Schori,  men¬ 
tioned  at  length  elsewhere  in  this  work,  comprise  the  firm  of  Schori  Brothers, 
widely  known  in  this  section  of  the  state  as  stock  buyers  and  all-around  stock- 
men,  being  among  the  most  progressive  and  substantial  of  Fayette  county’s 
representative  citizens,  for  in  their  dealings  with  their  fellow  men  they  are 
honorable,  fair,  punctual,  possessing  a  genius  for  execution  and  management 
and  of  those  qualities  of  personality  which  usually  win  whatever  the  line 
of  work  followed. 

Albert  Schori  was  born  in  Elgin,  this  county.  May  24,  1872,  and  he 
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received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  this  place,  and  worked  for  his 
father,  who  was  engaged  in  the  stock  business,  remaining  with  him  until  he 
became  of  legal  age,  when  he  became  a  partner  of  his  father  and  thus  the 
firm  continued  until  1899,  when  Ernest  Schori  joined  the  firm;  then  the 
business  was  operated  by  these  three  until  1907,  when  George  Schori  pur¬ 
chased  his  father's  interest,  since  when  the  firm  has  been  known  as  Schori 
Brothers,  who  continue  the  business  started  by  their  father.  They  are  the 
largest  stock  dealers  in  northeastern  Iowa,  as  already  intimated,  the  name  of 
the  firm  being  familiar  not  only  throughout  this  locality,  but  at  the  leading 
markets  of  the  middle  West  where  they  frequently  take  large  numbers  of 
various  grades  and  qualities  of  livestock.  Together  with  their  father,  they 
operated  about  one  thousand  acres  of  land  in  this  vicinity,  in  connection 
with  their  livestock. 

Albert,  Ernest  and  Elmer  Schori,  the  last  named  a  younger  brother, 
together  with  Elias  Benson,  comprised  the  lumber  company  of  Elgin,  known 
as  Schori  &  Benson,  which  carried  on  an  extensive  business  for  some  time. 

Albert  Schori  was  married,  December  18,  1895,  to  Ella  Neuenschwander 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Clarence  Benjamin, 
Georgie  May,  Leo  Levern  and  Gerald.  Fraternally,  Albert  Schori  belongs 
to  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Yeoman  lodge. 

Ernest  Schori  married  Lily  Thoma,  of  Elgin,  in  1896,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  children,  Ernestine  Ethel  and  Jeraldine  Elizabeth.  Ernest 
Schori  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

George  Edward,  the  third  member  of  the  firm  of  Schori  Brothers,  does 
the  clerical  work  in  connection  with  their 'business. 

Such  a  firm  does  a  community  a  great  deal  of  good  in  furnishing  a 
ready  market  for  its  livestock  and  by  giving  it  a  prestige  in  other  communities 
and  the  Schori  Brothers  are  deserving  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  they  are 
held  by  all  who  know  them. 


EDWARD  C.  FENNELL. 

This  enterprising  business  man  and  representative  citizen  is  a  native 
of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  an  honored  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
best  known  families  of  Illyria  township,  where  his  parents,  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  Fennell,  located  as  early  as  1849,  shortly  after  the  land  was  subject 
to  entry.  Thomas  Fennell  was  a  native  of  county  Tipperary,  Ireland;  his 
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wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Cox,  was  also  of  Irish  lineage, 
having-  first  seen  the  light  of  clay  in  county  Cork.  These  parents  were  married 
in  their  native  land,  but  sometime  in  the  forties  came  to  the  United  States 
and,  as  indicated  above,  moved  westward  in  1849  and  first  located  on  forty 
acres  of  government  land  in  what  is  now  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  there  being  at  that  time  only  a  few  scattered  families  in  that  part  of 
the  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fennell  came  west  poor  in  this  world's  goods,  the 
sum  total  of  their  possession  on  arriving  at  their  destination  in  the  wild, 
unsettled  country  of  northeastern  Iowa  consisting  of  two  good  oxen,  a  cart, 
a  few  household  effects  and  seventy-five  cents  in  money.  With  this  meager 
and  inauspicious  beginning  they  set  resolutely  to  work  to'  improve  their  small 
farm  and,  being  rich  in  health  and  energy,  they  faced  the  future  with  hopeful 
anticipation  and  in  time  realized  the  results  of  their  labors  in  a  comfortable 
home. 

Without  entering  into  a  detailed  account  of  Thomas  Fennell’s  career, 
suffice  it  to  state  that  it  was  not  long  until  he  was  aide  to  increase  his  holdings 
and  otherwise  add  to  his  means,  and  at  one  time  he  was  the  owner  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  Fayette  county  could  boast,  the  greater 
part  of  which  he  reduced  to  cultivation,  using  the  remainder  for  pasturage. 
He  became  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  Illyria  township, 
as  well  as  one  of  the  wealthiest  men,  and  as  a  citizen  he  was  enterprising,  public 
spirited  and  a  leader  in  nearly  every  movement  for  the  material  progress 
and  general  Welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he  resided.  He  is  still 
living  and,  although  rapidly  nearing  the  century  mark,  is  hale  and  hearty, 
possessing  nearly  all  of  his  faculties,  mental  and  physical,  and  today  there  are 
few  if  any  as  intelligent  and  interesting  characters  to  be  met  with  in  this 
part  of  Iowa  as  “Uncle  Tom  Fennell,”  as  he  is  affectionately  called  by  his 
friends  and  neighbors.  He  has  lived  to  see  Fayette  county  developed  from 
a  wilderness  to  its  present  advanced  state  of  civilization  and  for  many  of 
the  changes  that  have  taken  place  since  his  arrival,  over  sixty  years  ago,  the 
country  is  largely  indebted  to  his  intelligent  forethought  and  efficient  leader¬ 
ship.  A  devout  Catholic  and  ever  loyal  to  the  Holy  Mother  church,  he  was 
one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  organizing  the  local  church  at  Wadena  and  it 
✓  Was  mainly  through  his  generosity  that  the  congregation  was  provided 
with  the  beautiful  temple  of  worship  in  which  services  are  now  regularly 
conducted.  Mrs.  Fennell,  or  “Aunt  Bess,”  the  name  by  which  she  is  familiarly 
known,  was  a  fit  companion  for  her  energetic  husband  and  all  who  came 
within  the  range  of  her  influence  were  profuse  in  their  praise  of  her  many 
lovable  qualities.  After  a  long  and  useful  life,  devoted  to  the  good  of  her 
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family  and  friends,  she  entered  into  rest  on  the  2d  day  of  July,  1900,  leaving 
to  perpetuate  her  memory,  the  love  and  veneration  of  all  who  knew  her. 

Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Fennell  reared  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
namely:  Mrs.  Mary  Mclntee,  deceased;  John,  who  is  living  in  retirement 
at  Elkader,  this  state;  Thomas,  a  farmer  of  Independence,  Oregon;  William, 
of  New  Hampton,  Iowa;  James,  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  Illyria  township: 
Edward  C.,  of  this  review;  Elizabeth,  who  lives  with  her  father  and  looks 
after  his  interests;  Ella,  now  Mrs.  Arthur  A.  Hill,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  where  the  husband  has  been  engaged  in  the  mail  service  for  a  period 
of  seventeen  years ;  Kattie,  whose  husband,  Oliver  Smith,  also  a  resident 
of  Los  Angeles,  is  engaged  in  mining. 

Edward  C.  Fennell  was  born  October  19,  1859,  in  Illyria  township  and 
spent  his  early  life  on  his  father’s  farm.  After  acquiring  a  practical  educar 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  Wadena,  he  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture 
and  stock  raising,  which  he  still  carries  on  and  in  which  his  financial  success 
has  been  commensurate  with  the  intelligence  and  energy  displayed  in  all 
of  his  undertakings.  In  1890  he  began  buying  and  shipping  live  stock,  which 
has  been  no  inconsiderable  part  of  his  business  ever  since,  although  in  the 
meantime  he  has  built  up  other  important  interests  and,  as  indicated  in  a 
preceding  paragraph,  is  now  distinctively  a  man  of  affairs  and  one  of  the 
representative  citizens  of  the  county  of  Fayette. 

In  October,  1906,  Mr.  Fennell  assisted  in  organizing  the  Wadena  Savings 
Bank,  in  which  he  is  the  largest  stockholder  and  of  which  he  was  elected 
president,  a  position  he  has  since  held.  This  bank  began  business  with  a 
capital  stock  of  ten  thousand  dollars  and  at  the  present  time  the  deposits 
amount  to  ninety  thousand  dollars,  the  institution  proving  popular  from 
the  beginning  and  being  highly  prized  by  the  citizens  of  the  town  and  country. 
The  other  officers  are  J.  D.  Shaffer,  vice-president,  J.  O.  Probert,  cashier, 
the  board  of  directors  consisting  of  the  following  well  known  professional 
and  business  men,  namely :  Dr.  R.  P.  Berry,  J.  D.  Shaffer,  Oakland  Probert, 
Henry  Jennings,  J.  C.  Probert,  P.  H.  Hastings,  J.  H.  Wilson,  F.  J.  Schroeder 
and  E.  C.  Fennell.  The  present  handsome  and  commodious  brick  building, 
one  of  the  finest  and  best  equipped  structures  of  the  kind  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  state,  was  erected  in  1908  at  a  cost  of  six  thousand  dollars. 

Politically,  Mr.  Fennell  wields  a  strong  influence  for  the  Republican 
party,  but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker,  his  large  and  varied  business 
interests  requiring  all  of  his  time  and  attention.  Aside  from  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Wadena  school  district,  he  has  held 
no  public  positions,  although  by  nature  and  training  well  qualified  to  fill  any 
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office  within  the  gift  of  the  people  of  his  town  or  county.  In  his  religious 
faith  he  was  reared  a  Catholic  and  has  ever  been  a  true  son  of  the  church  and 
active  in  the  affairs  of  the  same,  being  a  leader  of  the  local  congregation  at 
Wadena,  and  one  of  its  chief  financial  supporters. 

On  May  15,  1891,  Mr.  Fennell  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  wedlock 
with  Alma  Messerli,  daughter  of  Christ  and  Marie  (Krebs)  Messerli,  these 
parents  coming  to  America  in  1867.  from  their  native  country  of  Switzerland 
and  settling  in  Illyria  township.  Fayette  county,  where  they  still  live,  the  father 
being  one  of  the  prosperous  and  enterprising  citizens  of  the  community. 
Mrs.  Fennell  is  one  of  six  living  children,  the  names  of  her  brothers  and  sisters 
being  as  follows:  Lizzie,  wife  of  Louis  Wilbur;  Amanda,  who  married  G. 
A.  Rice;  Christ,  Fred,  and  Clara,  wife  of  W.  D.  Mattocks. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fennell  have  one  child,  a  daughter,  Marie  Elizabeth, 
who  was  born  December  31,  1894,  and  who  is  now  a  student  in  a  parochial 
school  at  Elkader.  Miss  Marie  is  a  young  lady  of  fine  mind,  which  has 
been  carefully  cultivated  under  the  direction  of  very  able  instructors,  being 
especially  proficient  in  music,  in  which  she  early  manifested  decided  talent. 
She  excels  in  both  instrumental  and  vocal  music,  graduating  in  each  from 
St.  Joseph’s  Academy  at  Elkader,  standing  especially  high  as  pianist,  being 
one  of  the  most  skillful  performers  ever  sent  from  that  well  known  institution. 
She  is  also  an  artist  of  marked  talent  and  is  now  studying  painting  under  a 
master  of  art  in  the  school  where  she  received  her  other  training.  She  has 
a  lovable  disposition,  is  popular  with  her  schoolmates  and  friends  and  her 
presence  in  the  home  gives  interest  as  well  as  gladdens  and  makes  bright  the 
domestic  circle.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Fennell  is  a  Knight  of  Columbus,  being 
a  member  of  Lodge  No.  510,  of  Dubuque,  Iowa. 


HON.  GEORGE  D.  DARNALL,  M.  D. 

There  is  no  class  to  whom  greater  gratitude  is  due  from  the  world  at 
large  than  the  self-sacrificing,  sympathetic,  noble-minded  men  whose  life  work 
is  the  alleviation  of  suffering  and  the  ministering  of  comfort  to  the  afflicted, 
to  the  end  that  the  span  of  human  existence  may  be  lengthened  and  a  great 
degree  of  satisfaction  enjoyed  during  the  remainder  of  their  earthly  sojourn. 
There  is  no  standard  by  which  their  beneficent  influence  can  be  measured ;  their 
helpfulness  is  limited  only  by  the  extent  of  their  knowledge  and  skill,  while 
their  power  goes  hand  in  hand  with  the  wonderful  laws  of  nature  that  spring 
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from  the  very  source  of  life  itself.  Someone  has  aptly  said:  “He  serves  God 
best  who  serves  humanity  most.”  Among  the  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
Fayette  county  who  have  risen  to  eminence  in  their  chosen  field  of  endeavor 
and  have  won  a  reputation  that  has  trancended  the  limits  of  the  county  is  Dr. 
George  D.  Darnall,  of  West  Union,  whose  career  has  been  that  of  a  broad¬ 
minded,  conscientious  worker  in  the  sphere  to  which  his  life  and  energies  have 
been  devoted  and  whose  profound  knowledge  of  his  profession  has  won  for 
him  a  leading  place  among  the  most,  distinguished  medical  men  of  his  day  and 
generation  in  upper  Iowa.  But  a  perusal  of  his  interesting  life  record,  briefly 
set  forth  in  the  following  paragraphs,  will  show  that  he  is  also  a  potent  factor 
in  other  relations  of  life,  as  well. 

George  D.  Darnall  was  born  near  Paris,  Edgar  county,  Illinois,  May  28, 
1843,  and  is  a  son  of  Capt.  William  D.  and  Eliza  J.  (Metcalfe)  Darnall,  the 
father  having  been,  for  many  years,  a  captain  in  the  Illinois  state  militia  and 
for  a  time  a  major.  Doctor  Darnall  is  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  and 
best  families  of  the  United  States,  many  members  of  which  have  been  promi¬ 
nent  in  various  walks  of  life.  Col.  Henry  and  John  Darnall  (brothers),  who 
emigrated  from  England  with  a  company  of  Lord  Baltimore's  colony,  in  1665, 
locating  in  Maryland,  being  the  first  of  this  name  on  this  side  the  Atlantic. 
Col.  Henry  Darnall  was  the  first  surveyor-general  of  Maryland.  Members  of 
the  family  took  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  Charles 
Carroll  of  Carrollton,  the  last  surviving  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence,  married  Mary  Darnall,  a  member  of  this  family.  Carroll  was  said 
to  have  been  the  wealthiest  of  Maryland  patriots,  worth  perhaps  two  million 
dollars  when  the  war  began.  His  contributions  to  the  cause  of  the  colonies 
were  liberal.  He  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years.  Doctor 
Darnall’s  grandfather,  John  Darnall,  emigrated  from  Maryland  to  Kentucky 
in  1779,  accompanied  by  his  brother,  Isaac,  and  settled  near  Paris,  where  he 
took  up  farming.  The  Doctor's  father,  William  D.  Darnall,  was  born  in 
Kentucky,  November  19,  1812,  and  removed  to  Illinois  in  1820,  the  family 
locating  near  Paris,  Edgar  county,  and  there  he  grew  to  maturity,  received 
his  education  and  worked  on  the  home  farm  during  his  youth,  and  there  he 
married  Eliza  J.  Metcalfe  in  1838.  She  was  a  native  of  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Jemimah  (Redmon)  Metcalfe.  The  family  was 
of  English  origin  and  settled  in  Kentucky  in  an  early  day.  They  removed  to 
Edgar  county,  Illinois,  about  1624.  Four  sons  and  two  daughters  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Darnall,  namely:  Prudy  Jane  married  Alexander 
Moyer,  both  now  deceased,  her  death  occurring  in  Paris,  Illinois,  in  August, 
1870;  John  W.,  formerly  a  lawyer  in  Chicago,  now  deceased  ;  Dr.  George  D., 
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of  this  review;  James  J.,  who  served  nearly  four  years  in  the  Civil  war,  mar¬ 
ried  Eveline  Graham,  of  Pratt  county,  Kansas;  Jacob  N.  is  married  and  lives 
in  Paris,  Illinois;  Sarah  Ann,  who  married  James  A.  Ivester,  of  Paris,  died 
January  5,  1889.  The  father  of  these  children,  a  man  of  many  praiseworthy 
characteristics  and  influential  in  his  community,  was  called  to  his  reward  on 
November  12,  1888,  having  spent  a  half  century  on  his  farm  and  in  Paris, 
Illinois,  where  he  resided  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  widow  remained  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Paris  until  her  death  on  October  31,  1906.  William 
D.  Darnall  was  a  patriotic  and  public  spirited  citizen,  and  he  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  Black  Hawk  war,  in  the  campaigns  of  1831  and  1832,  in  the  same  com¬ 
mand  of  which  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  captain,  they  having  been  old  and  inti¬ 
mate  acquaintances. 

Thus,  considering  the  ancestry  of  Doctor  Darnall.  it  is  no  wonder  that 
he  is  a  man  who  does  things  and  is  a  leader  in  his  chosen  life  work.  He  grew 
to  maturity  on  his  father’s  farm  and  early  in  life  knew  the  meaning  of  hard 
work  in  the  fields.  Determined  to  become  an  educated  man,  he  walked  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  miles  during  the  winter  months  to  attend  the  subscription 
schools  of  those  early  days,  paying  a  tuition  of  five  cents  per  day>  He  subse¬ 
quently  attended  the  Edgar  Academy  at  Paris,  a  Presbyterian  school,  and  he 
began  life  as  a  teacher,  which  he  followed  very  successfully  for  some  time,  but, 
believing  that  the  medical  profession  offered  greater  inducements,  he  began 
studying  medicine  with  Dr.  Mark  Rowe,  of  Redmon,  Illinois.  He  made  rapid 
progress  and  in  1866  he  entered  upon  the  regular  practice  at  Cherry  Point, 
Illinois,  and  remained  there  until  1867,  when  he  removed  to  Solon,  Iowa,  and 
opened  an  office.  The  year  previous  he  had  begun  attending  lectures  in  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio,  located  at  Cincinnati,  and  was  graduated  with  hon¬ 
ors  from  that  institution  with  the  class  of  1872.  Fully  equipped  for  his  chosen 
profession,  he  then  located  in  Pomeroy,  Iowa,  where  he  continued  practice 
until  1872,  which  year  witnessed  his  advent  in  West  Union,  Fayette  county, 
where  he  has  remained  in  continuous  practice  to  the  present  time,  having  been 
successful  from  the  first,  his  name  long  since  becoming  a  household  word 
throughout  this  locality,  ranking  with  the  leading  members  of  this  profession 
in  the  state.  He  is  now  the  senior  physician  in  active  practice  in  Fayette 
county.  He  has  kept  fully  abreast  of  the  times  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  and  is  not  only  profoundly  versed  in  his 
chosen  line,  but  is  also  acquainted  with  the  best  literature  of  the  world  and  is 
well  posted  on  all  current  topics  of  the  day. 

Doctor  Darnall's  domestic  life  began  on  November  17,  1872,  when  he 
formed  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  Sarah  C.  Lawyer,  who  was  born  in  Illinois 
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City,  Rock  Island  county,  Illinois,  August  i,  1854,  the  daughter  of  L.  M. 
Lawyer  and  wife,  the  father  born  in  Maryland,  of  German  parentage,  and  the 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Fisher,  was  also  a  native  of  that  state.  Her 
death  occurred  in  1868,  being  still  survived  by  her  husband,  who  makes  his 
home  in  Solon,  Iowa.  Doctor  Darnall’s  wife  died  January  27,  1883,  and  on 
May  28,  1896,  the  Doctor  married  Cora  A.  Lawyer,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 

Politically,  Doctor  Darnall  is  a  Republican  and  he  has  long  taken  much 
more  than  a  passing  interest  in  party  affairs,  holding  various  official  positions 
with  credit  to  himself  and  with  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  For  five  years 
he  was  the  efficient  chairman  of  the  Republican  central  committee  of  Fayette 
county,  was  once  coroner  of  the  county,  was  a  member  of  the  city  council  of 
West  Union  for  seven  terms,  and  a  member  of  the  pension  board  for  over 
twenty-five  years,  being  now  president  of  the  same.  He  has  also  rendered 
efficient  service  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education.  He  received  the  nom¬ 
ination  by  his  party  for  representative  to  the  twenty-second  General  Assembly 
of  Iowa,  to  which  office  he  was  duly  elected,  and  at  the  succeeding  convention 
he  received  a  renomination  by  acclamation,  but  was  defeated,  as  were  many 
others  of  the  Republicans,  owing  to  the  combined  Democratic,  Greenback, 
Labor  and  Prohibition  vote  of  that  year.  He  was  also  connected  with  H.  B. 
Hoyt  in  the  erection  of  the  city  hall. 

Doctor  Darnall  has  long  taken  an  abiding  interest  in  fraternal  organiza¬ 
tions.  Early  in  life  he  became  a  member  of  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  112,  An¬ 
cient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  upon  coming  to  Iowa  he  transferred  his 
membership  to  West  Union.  He  has  rapidly  advanced  in  this  order,  and  was 
made  a  member  of  Clermont  Chapter,  No.  62,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and 
Langridge  Commandery  No.  47,  Knights  Templar.  Later  he  was  advanced  to 
the  Scottish  Rite  degrees,  and  is  a  member  of  DeMolay  Consistory,  at  Lyons, 
Iowa,  having  attained  the  thirty-second  degree.  He  is  also  a  prominent  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  belonging  to  Round  Grove 
Lodge  No.  41,  West  Union  Encampment  No.  57,  and  West  Union  Rebekah 
Lodge  No.'  97.  He  has  served  as  worshipful  master  of  West  Union  Masonic 
Lodge  No.  60  for  eight  years,  and  has  been  an  active  and  influential  member, 
and  he  seems  to  carry  the  sublime  precepts  of  this  order  into  his  daily  life. 
He  is  an  influential  member  of  the  Fayette  County  Medical  Association,  of 
which  he  has  been  secretary  and  president.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Iowa 
State  Medical  Society  and  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Doctor  Darnall  has  been  very  successful  as  a  business  man  and  is  the 
owner  of  valuable  property.  He  owns  the  splendid  brick  block  at  the  south¬ 
west  corner  of  the  public  square,  a  beautiful  residence  and  other  property. 
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In  company  with  his  cousin,  Dr.  Charles  F.  Darnall,  and  L.  A.  Fisher,  he  car¬ 
ried  on  an  extensive  drug  business  in  West  Union  for  a  number  of  years  after 
1887.  He  is  now  alone  in  the  practice,  in  which  he  has  been  phenomenally 
successful,  both  professionally  and  financially.  The  firm  name  of  Darnall  & 
Fisher  was  long  familiar  at  the  corner  of  Vine  and  Elm  streets.  He  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Fayette  County  National  Bank  and  a  member  of  its  board  of  direc¬ 
tors.  He  is  one  of  the  influential  men  in  financial  circles  in  the  county.  Per¬ 
sonally  he  is  popular  with  a  vast  number  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  possess¬ 
ing  to  a  marked  degree  the  characteristics  that  win  and  retain  warm  friend¬ 
ships.-  By  his  kindness,  courtesy  and  public  spirit  he  has  won  an  abiding  place 
in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  by  his  intelligence,  energy  and  enter¬ 
prising  spirit  has  made  his  influence  felt  for  many  years  in  this  section  of  the 
state,  and  as  a  result  he  occupies  no  small  place  in  the  favor  of  the  public. 


WILLIAM  JONES. 

In  looking  over  the  list  of  honored  residents  of  Fayette  county  of  a  past 
generation  who  are  now  sleeping  the  sleep  of  the  just  there  is  found  the  well 
remembered  name  of  William  Jones,  a  man  who  led  a  life  of  which  his 
descendants  and  friends  who  survive  him  should  be  justly  proud,  for  he  was 
truly  a  good  and  useful  man,  whom  to  know  was  to  admire  and  respect.  He 
was  born  in  1822  in  Breconshire,  Wales,  and  there  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade.  In  1856,  accompanied  by  his  mother,  he 
came  to  America  and  located  in  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where 
he  bought  twenty  acres  of  land  in  section  20,  built  a  log  house  on  the  place, 
which  he  cleared  up  and  transformed  into  a  good  farm,  making  shoes  and 
tilling  the  soil  at  the  same  time.  He  worked  something  less  than  a  year  at 
his  trade  in  West  Union,  and  he  made  his  own  shoes  all  his  life.  From  time 
to  time  he  added  to  his  original  purchase  and  at  his  death  owned  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  forty  acres  in  section  29  and  the  balance  in  section  20.  Mr. 
Jones’s  mother  made  her  home  With  him  on  the  farm  until  her  death,  in  1879. 
In  1878  Mr.  Jones  built  a  large  two-story  stone  dwelling  on  his  place,  consist¬ 
ing  of  nine  rooms  and  he  and  his  wife  lived  there  very  comfortably  until  their 
deaths.  Politically,  Mr.  Jones  was  a  Republican,  but,  preferring  to  give  his 
farm  all  his  attention,  he  never  took  much  interest  in  political  affairs  and 
never  sought  office. 

James  Jones,  an  older  brother  of  the  subject,  who  was  also  born  in 
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Breconshire,  Wales,  left  his  native  land  sometime  previous  to  the  date  that 
saw  the  departure  of  his  mother  and  brother.  He  located  in  New  York  and 
there  married  Ann  Sanders,  who  was  born  in  Breconshire,  Wales,  in  1833. 
She  had  come  with  her  parents  to  America  when  a  young  girl,  locating  in 
New  York. 

About  1857  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Jones  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
and  located  in  Illyria  township,  where  Mr.  Jones  was  killed  soon  afterwards 
while  digging  a  well.  He  left  a  widow  and  two  daughters,  Mary,  now  the 
widow  of  John  Stephens,  and  Mrs.  Clara  Landas,  of  Fayette  county.  Some¬ 
time  after  the  death  of  James  Jones,  William  Jones  and  Mrs.  Ann  (Sanders) 
Jones  were  married,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children,  namely:  William 
C.,  who  lives  in  South  Dakota;  George  W.,  who  lives  on  the  home  place, 
which  he  owns;  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Grant  Wilber  and  lives  in  South  Dakota; 
Emily  M.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Follensbee,  of  Illyria  township;  Frank  T.  lives 
in  Westfield  township,  this  county.  The  two  daughters  of  James  Jones 
made  their  home  with  their  mother  and  step-father  until  they  were  married. 
The  death  of  William  Jones  occurred  in  May,  1887,  and  that  of  Mrs.  Jones 
in  July,  1887. 


BURTON  E.  ODEKIRK. 

Practical  industry,  wisely  and  vigorously  applied,  never  fails  of  success. 
It  carries  a  man  onward  and  upward,  brings  out  his  individual  character  and 
acts  as  a  powerful  stimulus  to  the  efforts  of  others.  The  greatest  results  in 
life  are  often  attained  by  simple  means  and  the  exercise  of  the  ordinary  quali¬ 
ties  of  common  sense  and  perseverance.  The  everyday  life,  with  its  cares, 
necessities  and  duties,  affords  ample  opportunities  for  acquiring  experience  of 
the  best  kind  and  its  most  beaten  paths  provide  a  true  worker  with  abundant 
scope  for  effort  and  self-improvement. 

Burton  E.  Odekirk  is  a  native  of  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wisconsin,  where 
he  was  born  on  November  9,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Lurinda  H. 
(Handcock)  Odekirk,  the  former  a  native  of  Hoosick,  Rensselaer  county,  New 
York,  and  the  latter  of  Onondaga  county,  the  same  state.  They  were  married 
in  the  latter  county  and  in  1848  moved  to  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wisconsin,  the 
trip  being  made  by  boat  to  Milwaukee  and  then  by  ox  team  to  their  new  home. 
There  Mr.  Odekirk  applied  himself  to  the  work  of  a  frontiersman  and  in  the 
course  of  time  succeeded  in  clearing  two  farms,  a  considerable  task.  In  1868 
he  came  to  Center  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  bought  one  hui  l 
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a.nd  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  also  forty  acres  of  timber  land  in  Westfield  town¬ 
ship.  Here  he  made  his  home  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  days,  his  death  oc- 
cui  ring  on  September  25,  1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  six  months 
and  seven  days.  His  wife  died  on  February  3,  1908,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years,  one  month  and  six  days.  They  became  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  namely:  Quincy  A.,  Adelbert  (deceased),  Josie  A.  (deceased),  Her- 
beit  E.,  Sarah  L.,  Willard  B.  and  Burton  E.  William  Odekirk  was  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  his  political  belief  and  served  several  terms  as  trustee  as  well  as  other 
township  offices,  being  active  in  political  affairs.  He  was  an  attendant  of 
the  Universalist  church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the  parental  homestead  and  as 
soon  as  old  enough  applied  himself  to  the  labors  of  the  home  farm.  He  se¬ 
cured  a  good  common  school  education,  supplementing  this  by  attendance  in 
the  commercial  department  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University  at  Fayette.  His 
active  years  have  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  he  has  met  with  a 
gratifying  measure  of  success  along  this  line.  He  owns  one  hundred  and 
thirty-six  acres  of  the  old  homestead  and  on  this  he  produces  all  the  crops 
common  to  this  section  of  the  state,  giving  also  some  attention  to  the  raising  of 
livestock,  which  has  proven  the  source  of  a  considerable  part  of  his  income. 

On  February  6,  1889,  Mr.  Odekirk  was  united  in  marriage  with  Carrie 
A.  Miner,  who  was  born  in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  on  November  4,  1866,  a 
daughter  of  Francis  Brown  and  Eliza  (Marvin)  Miner.  These  parents  were 
natives  respectively  of  Vermont  and  Ohio  and  after  their  marriage  they  lo¬ 
cated  in  Ohio.  In  1873  they  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  settling  on  a  farm 
in  Center  township,  their  home  now  being  in  West  Union.  They  are  widely 
known  and  highly  respected.  Politically,  Mr.  Miner  is  a  Republican  and  has 
served  several  terms  as  trustee  of  his  township.  Religiously,  his  wife  is  a 
Baptist,  while  he  is  liberal  in  his  views.  They  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  namely:  Carrie,  Hattie  B.  (deceased),  Ella  Frances  and  Horace 
Clyde.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Odekirk  have  been  born  four  children,  as  follows: 
One  that  died  in  infancy,  Forest,  Roy  Francis  and  Robert  William. 

Politically,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  an  exponent  and  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  though  in  no  sense  a  seeker  after  public  office,  while  in  re¬ 
ligion  he  holds  liberal  views.  Because  of  his  business  ability,  his  sterling  in¬ 
tegrity  and  his  honesty  of  purpose  in  all  the  affairs  of  life,  Mr.  Odekirk  has 
won  and  retains  to  a  marked  degree  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  him,  his  friends  being  in  number  as  his  acquaintances. 

Francis  B.  Miner,  father  of  Mrs.  Odekirk,  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Regiment 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  on  October  14,  1861,  in  which  he  served  three  years, 
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and  was  discharged  October  15,  1864,  while  in  camp  before  Petersburg,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  He  was  a  bodyguard  of  General  Fremont  and  received  a  silver  medal 
for  bravery.  He  was  quartermaster  sergeant.  On  his  way  home,  this  medal 
was  stolen  from  him  by  some  one  who  wanted  the  silver  more  than  the  medal. 


HERBERT  E.  ODEKIRK. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Center  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  who  have, 
by  a  course  of  right  living,  governed  and  controlled  by  high  ideals,  won  not 
only  pecuniary  independence,  but  what  is  of  far  more  value,  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  the  community  in  which  so  many  years  of  his  life  have  been 
passed,  is  Herbert  E.  Odekirk,  who  was  born  in  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin,  on 
the  7th  day  of  January,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Lorinda 
(Handcock)  Odekirk,  who  are  mentioned  more  fully  in  the  sketch  of  Burton 
E.  Odekirk,  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Odekirk  spent  his  boyhood  years  under  the  parental  roof  and  as  soon 
as  old  enough  he  applied  himself  to  the  work  of  the  home  farm.  He  received 
the  advantage  of  a  common  school  education,  and  on  attaining  mature  years, 
he  obtained  employment  at  railroad  work,  which  he  followed  for  two  years. 
He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  and  was  sent  to 
the  Dakotas,  where  he  spent  a  year.  He  then  came  to  Center  township,  Fay¬ 
ette  county,  Iowa,  where  he  secured  some  good  farming  land,  to  the  operation 
of  which  he  devoted  his  energies.  He  cultivated  from  eighty  to  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  from  time  to  time  and  uniformly  met  with  gratifying  results. 
However,  he  has  sold  a  part  of  his  land  and  is  now  holding  only  twenty  acres, 
comprising  his  home  property,  where  he  is  living  in  comfort  and  ease.  During 
his  active  years  as  a  farmer  he  carried  on  a  diversified  system  of  operations 
and  in  the  community  where  he  has  lived  he  is  considered  a  man  of  sound,  prac¬ 
tical  ideas  and  wise  and  discriminating  judgment,  his  business  affairs  having 
alwavs  been  conducted  in  an  able  and  careful  manner.  Mr.  Odekirk  is  a  large 
stockholder  in  the  Randalia  Savings  Bank,  one  of  the  solid  financial  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  county  and  an  influential  factor  in  local  commercial  circles. 

In  1877  Mr.  Odekirk  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ozzama.  Potter,  to  which 
union  were  born  two  children,  Jessie  and  Lila. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Odekirk  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party 
and  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party.  That  he  holds  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  voters  is  evidenced  in  the  fact  that  he  has 
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served  as  township  trustee  and  held  practically  all  the  township  offices,  per¬ 
forming  his  duties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  win  the  approval  of  his  constituents. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in 
which  he  has  taken  a  number  of  high  degrees,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  aux¬ 
iliary  order,  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  that  great 
beneficial  fraternal  order,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

Mr.  Odekirk  has  ever  had  the  welfare  of  the  community  at  heart  and  has 
always  been  found  willing  to  devote  his  time  to  any  movement  looking  to  the 
der  elopment  of  the  public  weal,  and  as  a  result  of  his  genuine  worth,  his  pleas¬ 
ing  demeanoi,  integiity  of  principle  and  honesty  of  purpose,  he  is  today  rec¬ 
ognized  as  one  of  Center  township’s  foremost  citizens. 


C.  A.  BALDWIN. 

Day  be  foie  yesterday,  they  were  young,  full  of  life  and  activity,  giving 
their  strength  unsparingly  at  duty’s  call  in  battle  for  the  nation;  yesterday, 
they  were  the  stalwart  men  of  mature  age,  men  of  affairs,  the  bone  and  sinew 
of  the  nation,  diminished  in  numbers,  but  still  a  host;  today,  they  are  few 
and  scattered,  and  those  few  becoming  feeble,  reaching  that  age  when  mem¬ 
ory  takes  the  place  of  activity;  tomorrow,  they  will  all  have  disappeared. 
But  nevei,  while  this  country  stands  a  monument  to  their  sacrifice,  will  the 
work  which  those  brave  soldiers  of  the  Civil  war  accomplished  be  forgotten, 
though  they  themselves  have  long  passed  away.  1  hose  who  now  survive, 
members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  are,  in  every  assemblage  in 
which  they  appear,  made  honored  guests  and  awarded  heroes’  places. 

C.  A.  Baldwin  was  born  in  Berrien  county,  Michigan,  April  i,  1844,  the 
son  of  A.  D.  Baldwin,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  and  Mary  A.  (Allbright) 
Baldwin,  born  near  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Amos 
Baldwin,  a  native  of  New  York,  served  faithfully  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
married  a  Miss  Woodworth,  of  his  own  state.  His  maternal  grandparents 
were  Christian  and  Martha  (Walker)  Allbright,  he  a  native  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  she  also  from  the  South.  Grandfather  Allbright  was  a  farmer.  He 
died  at  A.  D.  Baldwin’s  home  in  Fayette  county.  Grandfather  Baldwin  was 
a  farmer  and  physician,  one  of  those  pioneer  settlers  who  so  usefully  combined 
those  occupations. 

A.  D.  Baldwin  was  educated  in  Michigan,  where  he  lived  until  1846, 
when  he  and  Grandfather  Allbright  came  to  Stephenson  county,  Illinois,  and 
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Mr.  Baldwin,  who  had  a  team,  entered  eighty  acres  of  prairie  and  twenty 
acres  of  timber,  and  put  up  buildings  and  made  a  home.  This  was  twenty 
miles  northeast  of  Freeport,  and  the  town  of  Davis  afterwards  grew  up  on 
the  same  location.  In  1857  he  came  to  this  county  and  bought  two  hundred 
and  seventy  acres  in  section  23,  Pleasant  Valley  township,  and  lived  there  until 
his  death. 

C.  A.  Baldwin  had  a  very  limited  education.  In  1862,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 
served  with  credit  for  eighteen  months,  and  was  then  discharged  on  account 
of  disability  contracted  in  the  service.  Returning  home,  he  farmed  in  Fay¬ 
ette  county  until  1885,  when  he  removed  to  Elgin,  engaged  in  the  agricultural 
implement  business  for  three  years  and  then  retired.  On  September  8,  1867, 
he  was  married  to  Esther  A.  Cooley,  who  was  born  near  Elkhart,  Indiana. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children:  Maggie,  born  July  27,  1868;  John  A., 
born  November  1,  1869  ;  Ellen  M.,  October  29,  1871;  Allisha  L.,  April  12, 
1873;  Lily  M.,  September  16,  1874;  Sarah  A.,  June  2,  1876;  George  A., 
October  12,  1877;  Emma  R.,  November  13,  1879;  Della  E.,  April  9,  1882; 
Florence  J.,  January  6,  1884;  F.  Logan,  May  29,  1885.  Mr.  Baldwin's 
mother  died  in  1909,  aged  ninety-two.  Mr.  Baldwin  and  his  family  are 
Methodists.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  of  the 
Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  a  man  whose  many  virtues  speak  for  themselves  more 
strongly  than  words  can  express. 


WILLIAM  W.  WHITEFORD. 

« 

There  could  be  no  more  comprehensive  history  written  of  a  city  or  a  com¬ 
munity,  or  even  of  a  state  and  its  people,  than  that  which  deals  with  the  life- 
work  of  those  who,  by  their  own  endeavor  and  indomitable  energy,  have  placed 
themselves  where  they  well  deserve  the  title  of  “prominent  and  progressive,” 
and  in  this  sketch  will  be  found  the  record  of  one  who  has  outstripped  the  less 
active  and  less  able  trodders  on  the  highway  of  life  and  who  has  attained  to 
an  enviable  position  in  the  business,  political  and  social  life  of  the  community 
where  he  has  resided  for  many  years. 

William  W.  Whiteford  was  born  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  on 
June  4,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Margaret  Whiteford,  both  of  whom 
also  were  natives  of  the  land  of  hills  and  heather.  These  parents,  in  1856, 
came  to  the  United  States,  locating  first  in  New  York  city,  where  the  death 
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of  the  mother  occurred.  In  1861  Samuel  Whiteford  enlisted  in  the  Thirteenth 
Regiment  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  'with  which  he  served  faithfully  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  and  died 
in  a  hospital  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  1865.  He  was  the  father  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  two  are  living,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  John  W.  White- 
ford,  of  Fostoria,  Iowa. 

William  W.  Whiteford  came  to  Sandwich,  Illinois,  in  1866  and  was  there 
engaged  in  farm  work  until  attaining  his  majority.  On  February  5,  1885,  lie 
came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  located  on  a  farm  one  mile  from  Randalia, 
and  there  he  was  continuously  and  successfully  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture  until  1905,  when  he  moved  into  the  village  of  Randalia  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  livery  business,  in  which  he  is  still  interested.  He  was  a  thor¬ 
oughly  practical  and  intelligent  farmer,  giving  a  wise  direction  to  all  of  his 
operations,  and  his  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  still 
owns,  is  numbered  among  the  best  farms  in  the  township.  Mr.  Whiteford  is 
also  a  stockholder  in  the  Randalia  Savings  Bank.  He  has  in  other  ways 
evinced  an  interest  in  the  commercial  welfare  of  the  community  and  was  one 
of  the  original  stockholders  and  the  first  president  of  the  Randalia  Creamery 
Company,  being  also  for  several  years  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors. 

Politically,  Mr.  Whiteford  is  an  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party,  in 
the  success  of  which  he  has  been  deeply  interested,  and  he  has  held  the  office 
of  township  assessor  for  eight  years  continuously,  being  the  present  incumbent 
of  this  office.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  Randalia  Lodge,  No.  177, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  he  has  also  taken  a  number  of  the 
higher  degrees  in  this  order,  belonging  to  the  encampment  and  canton  at  West 
Union.  Mrs.  Whiteford  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  to 
which  she  gives  a  liberal  support. 

On  September  22,  1876,  Mr.  Whiteford  was  united  in  marriage  to  Eliza 
Canham,  a  native  of  England,  born  on  March  7,  1844,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Rebecca  (Groom)  Canham.  These  parents,  who  also  were  natives  of 
England,  brought  their  family  to  the  United  States  in  1852,  locating  first  in 
New  York  city.  In  1856  they  moved  to  Illinois,  where  the  mother’s  death 
occurred  in  1900,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  her  husband  following 
her  to  the  silent  land  in  1902,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  They  were 
the  parents  of  three  children,  of  whom  the  subject’s  wife  is  the  only  one  living. 
A  brother,  Henry,  died  in  the  Belle  Isle  prison  during  the  Civil  war.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Whiteford  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Gertrude 
is  the  wife  of  Fay  Potter  and  they  have  one  child,  Gladys;  Walter  W.,  a  grain 
dealer  at  Randalia,  is  mentioned  in  a  later  paragraph ;  George  assists  his  father 
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in  his  business  affairs  and  carries  the  mail;  Charles,  who  is  a  farmer,  having 
charge  of  the  old  homestead,  married  Florence  Tatro  and  they  have  two 
children,  Robert  Owen  and  Charles  Leroy.  George  married  Fannie  Steele 
and  they  have  a  son,  Paul. 

Walter  W.  Whiteford  was  born  near  Pawpaw,  Illinois,  on  December  27, 
1878.  He  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  and  received  a  common  school 
education,  supplementing  this  by  a  business  course  at  Hiland  Park.  Since 
attaining  mature  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  grain  business,  having 
worked  eight  years  for  Gilchrist  &  Company,  of  McGregor.  He  was  then 
for  two  years  with  the  Northwestern  Life  Insurance  Company,  but  in  August, 
1908,  he  engaged  in  the  grain  business  at  Randalia  on  his  own  account.  He 
met  with  success  from  the  start  and  is  now  numbered  among  the  prosperous 
business  men  of  the  community.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  while  he  and 
his  wife  attend  and  support  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

In  July,  1906,  Walter  Whiteford  married  Lulu  Beamer,  a  native  of  West 
Union,  and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Fannie  (Sands)  Beamer.  To  this 
union  have  been  born  two  children,  Elizabeth  A.  and  Margaret  M.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Whiteford  family  have  always  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  those 
who  know  them  and  they  have  exerted  a  potential  influence  for  the  best  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  community  in  which  they  live. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  STONE. 

One  of  the  oldest,  most  honored  and  influential  families  in  Fayette  county 
is  that  represented  by  W.  H.  Stone,  a  leading  citizen  of  Waucoma  and  a  man 
who  has  long  enjoyed  distinctive  prestige  in  the  business  world,  ready  at  all 
times  to  do  his  full  share  in  furthering  movements  calculated  to  advance 
the  general  welfare  of  his  community  and  county.  He  was  born  at  Warrens- 
burg,  Warren  county,  New  York,  May  29,  1852.  In  i860,  when  eight  years 
of  age,  he  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents,  Oliver  and  Mary  E.  (Bonesteel) 
Stone,  also  natives  of  New  York,  who  settled  four  miles  southeast  of  Wau¬ 
coma,  Eden  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  on  the  wild  prairie,  where  they 
remained  until  eight  years  before  the  father’s  death,  which  occurred  at  Wau¬ 
coma,  where  he  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life,  dying  in  1899  at  the  age  of  sev¬ 
enty-six  years  ;  his  widow  survived  until  1906,  dying  at  the  same  age.  When 
the  family  came  here  they  found  a  sparsely  settled  country  which  abounded  in 
wild  animals  and  frequently  bands  of  Indians  passed  through.  It  was  neces- 
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sary  for  the  family  to  do  much  of  their  trading  at  McGregor,  fifty  miles  dis¬ 
tant,  this  being  the  nearest  shipping  point  for  years,  consequently  much  live¬ 
stock  was  driven  there  and  grain  was  hauled  to  that  market.  Mr.  Stone  paid 
five  dollars  per  acre  for  his  first  eighty.  He  was  a  good  manager  and  pros¬ 
pered  and  added  to  his  original  purchase,  until  he  owned  two  hundred  acres. 
His  son,  Gerald  O.,  is  now  occupying  the  old  homestead.  He  was  a  well 
known  and  influential  man  in  those  early  days  and  highly  respected  by  his 
neighbors.  He  was  a  Democrat  and  held  several  local  offices,  and  he  belonged 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Oliver  Stone,  namely:  Juliette,  the  wife  of  H.  A.  Bender,  of  Fayette,  Iowa; 
W.  H.,  of  this  review;  Jannette,  wife  of  M.  S.  Adams,  of  Waucoma,  Eden 
township;  Gerald  O.,  who  lives  on  the  old  home  place. 

W.  H.  Stone  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years 
old.  He  received  an  excellent  education  in  the  common  schools  and  in  the 
Upper  Iowa  University,  where  he  spent  two  terms.  When  only  eighteen  years 
of  age  he  began  teaching,  which  he  continued  during  several  winters.  He 
spent  two  and  one-half  years,  from  1873  to  1875,  in  Montana,  prospecting 
for  gold.  He  was  in  the  present  great  city  of  Butte  when  there  were  but 
thirty  men  there.  In  1875  he  started  a  hardware  store  in  Waucoma  which  he 
conducted  for  two  years,  then  spent  one  year  on  a  farm,  then  entered  the  dry 
goods  store  of  his  father-in-law,  with  whom  he  remained.  He  was  for  some 
time  cashier  of  the  S.  B.  Ziegler  Company  Bank  at  Waucoma.  He  has  been 
very  successful  in  whatever  he  has  undertaken  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  over 
one  thousand  acres  of  excellent  land  in  this  locality,  which  he  rents.  He  de¬ 
votes  most  of  his  attention  to  the  bank,  having  been  connected  with  the  same 
for  a  period  of  twenty-eight  years.  About  twelve  years  ago,  in  company 
with  his  nephew,  he  started  the  First  State  Bank  of  Glenville,  Minnesota,  in 
which  he  still  has  an  interest.  In  company  with  his  brother-in-law,  C.  A. 
Moody,  he  started  the  First  State  Bank  of  Fountain,  Minnesota,  in  which  he 
is  also  still  interested,  and  he  is  a  stockholder  in  other  banks. 

Mr.  Stone  was  married  in  1879  to  Hattie  M.  Moody,  a  lady  of  culture 
and  education  and  the  representative  of  a  prominent  old  family.  This  union  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  children  :  Feo  C. ;  F.  Oliver,  who  is 
in  the  bank  at  Mason  City,  Iowa ;  Ruby  Cornelia  'was  a  student  in  the  Upper 
Iowa  University  at  Fayette,  but  is  now  at  Fos  Angeles,  California;  two  died 
in  infancy. 

In  all  his  relations  with  his  fellow  men  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Stone  has 
been  above  reproach  and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  his  sterling  busi- 


6i6 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


ness  qualifications,  his  genial  address,  integrity  and  substantial  worth  have 
gained  the  unbounded  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  comes  into  contact  and 
that  he  is  numbered  today  among  the  influential  citizens  of  the  county  hon¬ 
ored  by  his  residence,  and  is  eminently  deserving  of  the  large  success  that  has 
rewarded  his  efforts. 

The  Bank  of  Waucoma,  the  private  bank  of  W.  H.  Stone,  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1882  by  S.  B.  Ziegler  &  Company  under  the  same  name,  with  W.  H. 
Stone  as  cashier,  who  remained  in  this  capacity  for  a  period  of  five  years  when 
he  purchased  the  institution  and  has  since  conducted  it  as  a  private  bank,  giv¬ 
ing  it  his  personal  management.  It  is  well  equipped  with  safety  deposit  vaults 
and  all  modern  fixtures,  and  is  well  patronized  by  the  citizens  of  northwestern 
Fayette  county.  Mr.  Stone's  son,  Leo  C.  Stone,  is  the  present  efficient  cashier. 


DAVID  A  .HOLMES. 

Few  men  of  Fayette  county  are  as  widely  and  favorably  known  as  D.  A. 
Hobnes,  of  Donnan.  He  is  one  of  the  strong  and  influential  citizens  whose 
lives  have  become  an  essential  part  of  the  history  of  this  section  of  the  state 
and  for  years  his  name  has  been  synonymous  for  all  that  constitutes  honorable 
and  upright  manhood.  Tireless  energy,  keen  perception  and  honesty  of  pur¬ 
pose,  combined  with  every-day  common  sense,  have  been  among  his  chief  char¬ 
acteristics  and  while  advancing  individual  success  he  has  also  largely  pro¬ 
moted  the  moral,  educational  and  material  welfare  of  his  community. 

Mr.  Holmes  was  born  in  Rensselaer  county,  New  York,  on  January  5, 
1834,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Rachael  (Thompson)  Holmes,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Ireland.  The  father  came  from  his  native  land  to  New 
York  state  in  1820  and  was  there  married.  In  1838  he  came  to  Oswego 
county,  New  York,  where  he  followed  the  vocation  of  farming,  though  earlier 
in  life  he  had  been  a  weaver.  In  1864  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and 
here  spent  his  remaining  days,  his  death  occurring  in  1883,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years ;  he  had  been  preceded  to  the  silent  land  a  number  of  years 
by  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  in  1870.  They  were  the  parents  of  five 
children,  four  sons  and  a  daughter,  of  which  number  the  daughter,  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
garet  J.  Claxton,  and  the  subject  are  the  only  ones  living. 

D.  A.  Holmes,  who  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  home  farm,  was  given 
the  advantage  of  a  good  practical  education,  his  common  school  training  being 
supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  Mexico  (New  York)  Academy.  He  engaged 
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in  teaching  school,  and  was  so  employed  in  New  York  and  in  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  for  several  years.  He  then  decided  to  make  agriculture  his  life  work 
and  to  this  end  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he 
assiduously  applied  himself.  Hard  and  consecutive  labor  brought  its  result 
and  as  Mr.  Holmes  was  prospered  he  added  to  his  landed  possessions  until 
today  he  is  the  owner  of  four  hundred  acres  of  good  land,  practically  all  of 
which  is  under  cultivation  or  devoted  to  pasture  for  his  livestock.  He  has  been 
an  extensive  and  successful  breeder  of  pure-bred  Durham  and  Galloway  cat¬ 
tle,  having  gained  an  enviable  reputation  in  this  line.  In  1904,  Mr.  Holmes 
went  to  California,  remaining  there  until  the  spring  of  the  following  year, 
and  on  his  return  he  erected  a  fine  residence  in  the  attractive  village  of  Donnan, 
where  he  now  resides,  having  turned  the  operation  of  the  home  farm  over  to 
other  hands  and  is  now  enjoying  that  rest  which  his  former  years  of  toil  have 
so  richly  entitled  him  to. 

Politically,  Mr.  Holmes  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  has  held  several  local  offices,  having  been  township  trustee  several  years,  a 
member  of  the  school  board  for  twenty  years,  and  assessor  for  several  terms. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Good  Templars.  He  has  taken  an  active 
and  potential  interest  in  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  the  com¬ 
munity  and  was  a  very  active  promoter  of  the  county  fair,  having  served  ten 
years  as  a  director  of  the  fair  association  and  one  year  as  the  president.  He 
has  always  had  a  deep  interest  in  educational  matters  and  he  has  been  in  many 
ways  a  valued  friend  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  to  the  success  of  which 
he  has  been  devoted,  assisting  materially  in  advancing  its  interests. 

In  i860  Mr.  Holmes  was  united  in  marriage  to  Angelica  Newman 
Holmes,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Newman,  and  the  widow  of 
J.  A.  Holmes,  having  by  that  marriage  two  children,  James  A.  and  Lizzie  C. 
Her  parents  were  born  in  Germany  and  on  coming  to  the  United  States  settled 
in  Saratoga  county,  New  York,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes  were  born  two  children,  S.  Kate,  deceased,  and  D. 
N.,  a  farmer  in  Center  township,  this  county.  Mrs.  Angelica  Holmes  died 
in  1867  and  in  1869  Mr.  Holmes  married  Sarah  Carter,  who  was  born  at 
Carterville,  Oswego  county,  New  York,  the  daughter  of  Robert  G.  and  Emily 
M.  (Chittenden)  Carter,  the  father  a  native  of  Ireland  and  the  mother  of 
Westland,  New  York,  her  people  being  of  Scotch  origin.  Robert  G. 
Carter  came  to  Oswego  county,  New  York,  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  and 
was  married  in  Oneida  county,  that  state.  He  became  the  father  of  four 
sons  and  a  daughter,  of  which  number  four  are  living.  Mr.  Carter  was  a  suc¬ 
cessful  farmer  and  extensive  land  owner,  his  holdings  at  one  time  amounting 
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to  about  two  thousand  acres.  He  was  also  engaged  in  mercantile  business, 
owned  and  operated  a  grist-mill  and  a  saw-mill,  a  tannery  and  a  hotel.  His 
death  occurred  in  1893  and  his  widow  passed  away  in  1903.  To  the  subject’s 
second  union  were  born  four  children,  namely:  One  that  died  in  infancy; 
George  R.,  born  August  23,  1871,  is  engaged  in  business  at  Donnan;  John 
Andrew,  and  Ina  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Henry  Adams,  of  West  Union.  John 
Andrew  Holmes,  who  is  the  successful  pastor  of  a  large  Congregational  church 
at  Champaign,  Illinois,  received  a  splendid  education,  being  thoroughly  equip¬ 
ped  for  the  sacred  calling  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  life.  After  completing 
the  common  school  course,  he  pursued  the  full  course  and  graduated  from  the 
Upper  Iowa  University,  after  which  he  traveled  in  Europe  with  Professor 
Geiser,  returning  home  the  day  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  ago.  He  then 
became  a  student  in  the  Northwestern  University  at  Evanston,  Illinois,  after 
which  he  attended  Yale  College,  and  completed  his  training  at  the  Andover 
Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  Massachusetts. 

Mrs.  Holmes  is  descended  on  the  maternal  side  from  Jerry  Chittenden,  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  who  was  with  the  patriot  forces  at  Valley 
Forge  and  Yorktown,  and  who,  though  of  English  extraction,  devoted  him¬ 
self  unselfishly  to  the  cause  of  the  colonists.  For  his  services  he  received  a 
land  warrant  for  six  hundred  acres  of  land.  His  wife  was  Asena  Douglas,  a 
cousin  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas. 

Mr.  Holmes  is  justly  numbered  among  the  representative  men  of  his 
county.  He  wields  a  definite  influence  in  his  community  and  his  opinions  on 
the  leading  questions  of  the  day  are  treated  with  the  greatest  respect.  He  is 
a  man  of  many  sterling  qualities,  successful  in  business  and  influential  in  his 
community,  and  is  known  for  his  public  spirited  interest  in  all  that  tends  to 
benefit  his  fellow  man,  standing  deservedly  high  in  general  esteem. 


JAMES  F.  COLE,  M.  D. 

The  success  achieved  by  the  honored  subject  of  this  review  in  one  of  the 
most  responsible  and  exacting  of  the  learned  professions  entitles  him  to  a 
prominent  place  in  the  ranks  of  those  who,  by  the  force  of  strong  mentality, 
have  gained  public  recognition  for  themselves  and  added  luster  to  the  com¬ 
munities  honored  by  their  citizenship.  Dr.  James  F.  Cole,  who  is  distinct¬ 
ively  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Fayette  county  and  as  a 
business  man  actively  identified  with  a  number  of  important  enterprises  in 
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his  own  city  and  elsewhere,  comes  of  sturdy  Scotch-American  stock  and  em¬ 
bodies  many  of  the  stei  ling  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  for  which  his  antece¬ 
dents  have  long  been  distinguished.  Ira  L.  Cole,  the  Doctor’s  father,  was  born 
June  19,  1830,  in  Scotland.  He  was  the  son  of  John  Cole,  who  emigrated  to 
America  in  the  latter  part  of  that  year  and  located  at  Franklinville,  Catta¬ 
raugus  county,  New  \ork,  where  Ira  L.  grew  to  maturity.  On  October  11, 
1852,  Ira  L.  Cole  entered  the  marriage  relation  with  Sarah  Jane  Fay,  of 
New  York,  and  the  same  year  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Cass  township,  Clay¬ 
ton  county,  where  he  entered  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  improved  and  in 
connection  v  ith  its  cultivation  devoted  considerable  time  to  contracting  and 
dealing  in  lumber,  establishing  in  1890  the  lumber  business  at  Oelwein  now 
conducted  by  Cole  &  King  Brothers.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war 
he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Twenty-first  Iowa  Infantry,  and  was  with  his 
regiment  when  it  led  the  first  attack  on  the  fortifications  at  Vicksburg- 
Mississippi,  during  the  siege  of  which  stronghold  he  contracted  disabilities 
which  eventually  led  to  his  discharge.  Returning  home,  he  at  once  began  re¬ 
cruiting  another  company,  of  which  he  was  elected  captain  and  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  serve  until  mustered  out  at  Dubuque  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Ira  L. 
Cole  was  a  man  of  fine  mind,  keen  perceptions,  practical  intelligence  and  stood 
high  in  the  confidence  of  those  ’with  whom  he  mingled.  He  was  called  from 
earth  on  May  7,  1902,  his  death  being  deeply  lamented  by  the  community  in 
which  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 

Sarah  Jane  Fay,  the  wife  of  Ira  L.  Cole,  was  born  at  Franklinville,  New 
York,  where  her  parents,  James  and  Olive  (Rice)  Fay,  settled  many  years  be¬ 
fore.  Cyrus  Fay,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Cole,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts 
and  served  with  distinction  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  as  colonel  of  a  regi- 
ment  from  that  colony.  Her  grandfather  on  the  distaff  side  was  Ezekiel  Rice, 
also  a  patriot  of  the  Revolutionary  struggle,  having  served  as  quartermaster 
sergeant  in  a  Massachusetts  regiment  during  the  greater  part  of  the  war. 
The  Rice  and  Fay  families  were  of  sturdy  old  colonial-puritan  stock,  both 
names  appearing  in  connection  with  the  history  of  their  respective  places  of 
residence  besides  being  identified  with  many  important  enterprises  of  a  public 
and  business  nature.  The  Doctor’s  mother  was  descended  from  men  of  much 
more  than  local  distinction,  it  being  a  well  authenticated  fact  that  both  branches 
of  her  family  were  represented  in  the  convention  which  drafted  the  Consti¬ 
tution  of  the  United  States  and  took  an  influential  part  in  bringing  about  its 
adoption.  Four  children  were  born  to  Ira  L.  and  Sarah  Jane  Cole,  namely : 
Olive,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Harriett,  whose  death  occurred 
when  she  was  two  and  a  half  years  old;  Benjamin  also  died  in  early  child- 
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hood,  and  James  F.,  the  subject  of  this  review,  is  the  only  surviving  member  of 
the  family,  the  mother  dying  in  August,  1909. 

James  F.  Cole  was  born  in  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  on  the  first  day  of 
December,  1862,  and  received  his  prelimiary  mental  discipline  in  the  public 
schools,  being  the  first  to  graduate  from  the  high  school  building  at  Straw¬ 
berry  Point,  which  was  erected  in  1877  and  which  was  under  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  Prof.  E.  G.  Cooley,  later  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Chi¬ 
cago  and  one  of  the  country’s  most  distinguished  educators.  After  completing 
his  course  in  the  above  institution,  young  Cole  entered  the  Ames  Agricultural 
School,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  for  three  years  and  then  became  a  stu¬ 
dent  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Iowa,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  an  honorable  record  on  March  2,  1887. 

Fortified  with  thorough  intellectual  and  professional  training,  Doctor 
Cole,  in  1885,  opened  an  office  at  Strawberry  Point,  where  he  practiced  medi¬ 
cine  during  the  two  years  ensuing,  forging  rapidly  to  the  front  the  meantime 
and  acquiring  more  than  local  note  as  a  successful  physician  and  skillful  sur¬ 
geon.  In  July,  1887,  he  located  at  Oelwein,  where  he  soon  built  up  an  exten¬ 
sive  and  lucrative  professional  business  and  where  he  now  takes  high  rank 
among  the  representative  men  of  his  calling  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
state,  his  practice  taking  a  wide  range  and  his  financial  success  being  com¬ 
mensurate  with  the  ability  displayed  in  his  chosen  field  of  endeavor. 

Doctor  Cole  combines  many  of  the  qualities  of  the  ideal  family  physician, 
possessing  strong  character,  a  warm  heart  and  generous  sympathies,  and  he 
seldom  if  ever  fails  to  gain  the  confidence  of  his  patients,  which  is  one  of  the 
first  prerequisites  to  successful  treatment.  Always  calm  and  self-possessed 
in  the  sick-room,  he  impresses  friends  with  his  ability  and  tact,  and  the  marked 
degree  in  which  he  arouses  the  love  and  gratitude  of  those  under  his  care 
indicates  his  thorough  mastery  of  the  situation,  however  grave  or  critical. 
In  surgery  he  also  exhibits  a  high  order  of  ability,  being  especially  successful 
in  this  important  branch  of  his  profession  and  as  a  skillful  operator  he  has 
few  equals  and  no  superiors  in  his  present  field  of  practice.  The  Doctor  avails 
himself  of  every  opportunity  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  on  all  maters  per¬ 
taining  to  his  chosen  calling,  and  to  this  end  he  has  become  identified  with 
various  professional  societies,  among  which  are  the  American  Medical  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Iowa  State  Medical  Association,  Cedar  Valley  and  Austin  Flint 
District  Associations,  the  Fayette  County  Medical  Society  and  the 
Medical  Society  of  Oelwein.  Although  devoted  to  his  profession, 
he  manifest  a  lively  interest  in  public  and  political  affairs,  be¬ 
ing  a  pronounced  Republican  and  one  of  the  leaders  of  his  party 
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in  the  county  of  Fayette.  He  is  now  coroner  of  the  county,  which  position  he 
has  held  for  fifteen  years,  a  longer  term  than  any  other  person  in  this  posi¬ 
tion.  His  counsels  and  labors  have  contributed  largely  to  the  success  of  the 
Republican  cause  in  this  part  of  the  state.  He  takes  a  pardonable  pride  in 
the  prosperity  of  the  enterprising  city  in  which  he  resides,  served  six  years  as 
a  member  of  the  common  council,  and  was  chairman  of  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  by  that  body  to  superintend  the  construction  of  the  efficient  water¬ 
works  system. 

Doctor  Cole  is  an  enthusiastic  believer  in  secret  fraternal  work  and  holds 
membership  with  a  number  of  societies  founded  upon  the  principles  of  mu¬ 
tual  helpfulness.  He  stands  high  in  Masonry,  belonging  to  Hebron  Lodge 
No.  374,  at  Oelwein,  Kenneth  Commandery  No.  32,  Knights  Templar,  at  In¬ 
dependence,  Iowa,  Consistory  No.  2,  Cedar  Rapids,  and  Elkadir  Temple, 
Mystic  Shrine,  at  Cedar  Rapids.  He  is  also  identified  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Oelwein,  being  an  influential 
worker  in  both  subordinate  lodge  and  encampment,  and  for  some  years  past  he 
has  been  a  leader  in  the  Pythian  order  in  the  city,  besides  holding  the  office  of 
grand  chancellor  of  the  state.  In  addition  to  the  organizations  enumerated, 
he  is  a  member  of  Eureka  Encampment  No.  332,  Ancient  Order  United  Work¬ 
men,  belongs  to  Palm  Camp  No.  230,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  is 
now  serving  as  exalted  ruler  of  Lodge  No.  741,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Or¬ 
der  of  Elks,  of  Oelwein.  His  name  also  adorns  the  records  of  Iowa  Banner 
Camp  No.  314,  Royal  Neighbors,  Prosperity  Homestead  No.  90,  Order  of 
Yeomen,  Camp  No.  89,  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  Lodge  No.  199,  Modern 
Brotherhood  of  America.  The  Doctor  is  likewise  connected  with  various  busi¬ 
ness  enterprises,  being  director  of  the  Aetna  State  Bank  of  Oelwein,  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  the  city  and  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Strawberry  Point,  besides  owning  an  interest  in  the  firm  of  Cole  &  King  Broth¬ 
ers,  lumber  dealers  in  Oelwein.  In  his  medical  practice  he  is  associated  with 
Doctor  Leehey,  being  senior  member  of  the  firm,  and  for  several  years  he  has 
been  surgeon  for  the  Rock  Island  Railway  Company  at  Oelwein. 

Doctor  Cole  has  been  twice  married,  the  first  time  on  December  27,  1888, 
to  Nellie  E.  Barclay,  daughter  of  Thomas  C.  Barclay.  She  bore  him  three 
children  and  her  death  occurred  on  March  25,  1902.  Later,  January  1,  1903, 
the  Doctor  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Margaret  Torrey,  of  Oelwein, 
the  union  being  without  issue.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Cole  are  esteemed  members 
of  the  Episcopal  church  of  Oelwein  and  deeply  interested  in  the  good  work  of 
the  same,  besides  taking  an  active  part  in  promoting  all  laudable  measures  for 
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the  public  good.  Foremost  in  every  enterprise  having  for  its  object  the  moral 
advancement  of  the  community  and  filling  a  large  place  in  the  social  and  in¬ 
tellectual  life  of  their  city,  they  enjoy  the  confidence  and  high  esteem  of  all 
who  know  them. 


EDWIN  O.  MOORE. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  forms  the  caption  of  this  biographical  re¬ 
view  has  long  enjoyed  distinctive  precedence  as  one  of  Fayette  county's  most 
enterprising  and  successful  agriculturists  and  stock  raisers,  who  is  at  present 
managing  a  popular  and  well  patronized  creamery  in  West  Union,  and,  besides 
enjoying  the  reputation  of  one  of  the  county’s  representative  men  of  affairs, 
he  has  at  the  same  time  won  a  reputation  for  honesty  and  square  dealing  in 
all  the  relations  of  life. 

Edwin  O.  Moore  was  born  in  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  February  16, 
1853,  and  is  the  son  of  Rev.  William  and  Catherine  (Robbins)  Moore,  the 
father  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  mother  of  Vermont.  William 
Moore’s  birth  occurred  in  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  October  9,  1813,  and 
his  death  was  recorded  on  April  27,  1873;  he  was  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry. 
His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Rochester,  Addison  county,  Vermont,  November 
20,  1817,  died  September  17,  1907,  having  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety 
years.  William  Moore  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and  he  came  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  when  Edwin  O.,  of  this  review,  was  about  two  years  old,  the 
family  having  emigrated  from  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  where  they  had  lived 
twelve  years,  to  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1852,  their  arrival  in  Illyria  town¬ 
ship,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  taking  place  in  1854.  The  family  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  Moore  constituted  the  following  children :  Rev.  Samuel  Wal¬ 
lace,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  June  18,  1838,  received  a  common  school 
education  and  when  seventeen  years  old  joined  the  church  of  which  his  father 
was  minister,  the  United  Brethren  denomination,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty 
began  preaching,  receiving  license  from  the  general  conference  in  i860;  he 
preached  in  Linn  county,  Iowa,  one  year,  and  on  July  3,  1861,  married  Mary 
Dresser,  and  one  child  was  born  to  them,  but  died  in  infancy.  On  August  13, 
1862,  Rev.  Moore  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Twenty-first  Iowa  Infantry,  with 
the  rank  of  sergeant,  and  he  proved  to  be  a  gallant  soldier,  and  was  fatally 
wounded  May  18,  1863,  at  Black  River  Bridge,  Mississippi,  dying  almost  in¬ 
stantly,  and  his  body  was  buried  on  the  field,  thus  cutting  short  a  very  promis¬ 
ing  career.  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Dye,  next  in  order  of  birth,  was  born  April  23, 
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1840,  in  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  she  has  for  many  years  lived  in 
Windsor  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa;  she  first  married,  on  March  18, 
i860,  Josiah  W.  Hardy,  a  teacher  of  superior  attainments,  who  enlisted  in 
Company  D,  Twenty-first  Iowa  Infantry,  on  August  13,  1862,  and  died  in 
St.  Louis,  May  25,  1863 ;  their  only  child,  Clara  S.,  who  was  born  July  6,  1861, 
married  N.  A.  Shaw  and  they  live  on  a  farm  in  Fayette  county.  On  June  2, 
1864,  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Hardy  married  Andrew  Dye  a  widower  having  two 
children,  and  this  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  eight  children,  Vernie  E., 
Addie  E.,  Edwin  H.,  Minnie  A.,  Bertie,  Henry  S„  Melvia  E.  and  Sophia 
Beulah.  Air.  Dye’s  death  occurred  on  January  21,  1890.  Vesta  A.  Moore, 
"as  the  third  child  in  order  of  birth,  her  birth  having  occurred  on  April  19, 
1842.  She  married  Thomas  J.  Rice,  in  1861 ;  she  married  Daniel  Shaffer,  of 
lama  City,  Iowa,  in  1882;  three  children  were  born  of  her  first  union,  Sam¬ 
uel  V  allace,  William  O.  and  Katie;  the  two  former  are  married.  Samantha 
R.  married  Peter  McKellar  and  she  died  October  31,  1894;  Roxie  A.,  born 
December  18,  1845,  became  the  wife  of  George  W.  Fitch,  of  West  Union. 
Mineiva  R.,  wife  of  Austin  R.  Moats,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  was  born  June  19, 
1847,  and  is  the  mother  of  eight  children.  Robert  Clark,  born  September  4, 
1850,  married  Elizabeth  Moats,  and  resides  in  Longwood,  Custer  county, 
Nebraska;  they  have  six  children,  four  living.  Edwin  Osborn  Moore,  the 
immediate  subject  of  this  review.  Jasper  Smith  Aloore  was  born  May  20. 
i8.VF  mail  led  Alaiy  Ciane,  and  upon  the  homestead  in  Illyria  township  they 
ai  e  living  with  then  five  children.  Francis  Kirkwood  Moore  was  born 
September  20,  1857,  and  died  January  25,  1893;  be  married  Nettie  Clements 
and  had  one  child. 

William  Moore  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
influential  men  of  Fayette  county,  a  man  whom  everybody  respected  and  ad¬ 
mired  for  his  many  sterling  virtues.  He  was  always  very  active  in  church 
work.  He  was  steward  of  the  poor  farm  in  Fayette  county  for  two  years. 

Edwin  O.  Moore,  of  this  review,  received  his  early  education  in  the 
country  schools  of  Fayette  county.  He  has  devoted  his  life  to  farming,  hav¬ 
ing  started  for  himself  when  about  twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  1875  Alary  AValtenbaugh,  who  was  born  in  Clayton  county,  Iowa, 
November  1,  1858,  and  she  was  the  daughter  of  James  Waltenbaugh  and 
wife,  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Airs.  Edwin  O.  Moore,  namely  : 
Cynthia,  who  was  born  June  14,  1877,  married  William  J.  Myers,  a  farmer 
of  Volga  City,  Iowa,  and  they  have  one  child,  Merrill;  Susie,  born  September 
3,  1880,  married  J.  R.  Jones,  of  Iowa  Falls,  this  state,  and  has  one  son,  Paul 
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E. ;  James,  who  was  born  May  16,  1885,  is  living  at  home;  Guy's  birth  oc¬ 
curred  on  June  1,  1894,  and  he  is  also  living  with  his  parents. 

Edwin  O.  Moore  located  in  Clayton  county,  near  Volga  City,  where  he 
farmed  a  few  years,  then  came  to  Fayette  county  in  1901,  buying  the  old 
Gilson  farm,  on  which  he  lived  for  eight  years,  when  he  sold  it  and  purchased 
his  present  fine  home  in  section  18,  just  one  mile  west  of  West  Union  on  the 
Hawkeye  road,  his  home  being  attractively  located  and  everything  about  it 
showing  thrift  and  good  management. 

Mr.  Moore  has  never  been  an  office  seeker,  always  a  home  man.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  church,  holding  their  membership  in 
Clayton  county.  His  farm  consists  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good 
land,  well  improved.  Mr.  Moore  recently  bought  and  is  now  operating  the 
Farmers’  Creamery  in  West  Union,  and  moved  his  family  to  town,  having 
rented  his  farm.  This  is  the  only  creamery  in  West  Union,  and  it  has  become 
a  well  established  business  industry.  Mr.  Moore  also  operates  a  produce 
market,  where  he  handles  poultry,  cream,  etc.  Himself  and  his  son  James 
conduct  the  business  at  each  place. 


JONAS  H.  LEARN. 

The  Learns  were  an  old  family  long  settled  in  Luzerne  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Like  many  others,  however,  in  the  emigration  days  of  the  last  cen¬ 
tury,  they  began  to  cast  longing  eyes  on  the  rich  and  cheap  lands  of  the  west 
and  formally  resolved  to  secure  some  of  this  fertile  region.  The  fever  of 
emigration  was  at  its  height  during  the  fifties  and  all  the  central  valley  states 
of  the  Middle  West  got  their  share  of  the  influx.  No  state,  however,  secured 
a  more  desirable  class  of  farmers  than  Iowa,  into  which  poured  a  rich  stream 
of  the  best  German,  Scandinavian  and  American  blood,  whose  work  later 
told  strongly  in  the  development  of  the  state.  New  Yorkers,  Ohioans,  Penn¬ 
sylvanians  and  New  Englanders  were  conspicuous  among  the  vanguard  in¬ 
vading  the  fertile  young  commonwealth  beyond  the  Mississippi.  To  trace 
the  story  of  some  of  these  families  is  the  object  of  these  writings  and  among 
the  number  we  find  Charles  Learn,  who  came  from  Pennsylvania  in  1855, 
when  Iowa  was  still  raw  as  an  agricultural  state.  He  was  accompanied  by 
his  wife  and  eight  children,  the  trip  being  made  from  McGregor  by  team.  As 
soon  as  he  had  landed  on  the  prairie  he  bought  forty  acres  where  J.  H.  Learn 
now  resides.  It  was  at  that  time  wild  land,  but  he  cleared  the  place  and 
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temporarily  erected  a  log  building  for  shelter.  Later  he  added  another  forty 
acres  to  his  original  hundred  and  lived  there  until  his  death. 

J.  H.  Learn,  one  of  the  sons  of  the  foregoing,  was  born  in  Luzerne 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1849.  He  grew  up  on  the  home  place  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  common  schools.  With  the  exception  of  about  six  years  he  has 
lived  on  the  home  farm.  Farming  has  been  his  sole  occupation  and  he  has 
met  with  success  in  his  calling,  but  only  by  the  hardest  and  most  exacting 
work.  However,  he  is  a  good  manager,  knows  how  to  make  both  ends  meet 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  generally  has  a  balance  to  show  on  the  right  side 
of  the  ledger.  When  he  started  in  he  pre-empted  a  homestead,  and  to  this  he 
has  added  fifty  acres.  He  confines  his  efforts  to  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  not  attempting  any  fancy  flights  and  avoiding  everything  like  specu¬ 
lation. 

On  December  19,  1876,  Mr.  Learn  married  Rachel  Havenstrete,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Francis  and  Clementine  Havenstrete,  all  of  Pennsylvania.  They  came 
to  Iowa  in  1868  and  settled  in  Dover  township,  near  the  Clermont  line.  Their 
children  are :  Clarence,  a  student  and  teacher  in  Washington  University,  St. 
Louis;  Nellie,  at  home;  Roy,  a  farmer  in  Dover  township;  Charles,  at  home. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  church  and  Mr.  Learn’s  political 
affiliations  are  with  the  Republican  party. 


THOMAS  NELSON  WALSH,  M.  D. 

Among  the  successful  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Fayette,  county  is  Dr. 
Thomas  Nelson  Walsh,  of  Hawkeye,  whose  professional  career  presents  a 
series  of  advancements  which  have  gained  for  him  an  honorable  reputation  in 
the  noble  work  to  which  his  life  is  being  devoted,  and  a  confidence  on  the  part 
of  the  public  which  bespeaks  for  him  a  still  larger  field  for  the  exercise  of  his 
talents  in  years  to  come.  Doctor  Walsh  is  a  native  of  Montreal,  Canada, 
where  he  was  born  on  the  6th  day  of  July,  1865,  and  his  early  experience 
amid  the  bracing  airs  and  wholesome  discipline  of  rural  life  was  conducive  to 
well-rounded  physical  development  and  the  formation  of  habits  which  en¬ 
abled  him  while  still  young  to  direct  his  thoughts  into  proper  channels  and 
make  the  most  of  his  opportunities.  After  devoting  about  the  usual  time  to 
his  preliminary  studies  he  entered  McGill  University,  from  which  in  due  sea¬ 
son  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  later  completed 
the  medical  course  in  the  same  institution,  receiving  his  medical  degree  with 
the  class  of  1892. 
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With  a  mind  well  disciplined  by  intellectual  and  professional  training, 
Doctor  Walsh,  through  the  representations  of  Doctor  Berry,  of  Clermont, 
Towa,  was  induced  to  locate  at  Hawkeye  and  it  was  not  long  until  his  abilities 
were  recognized  by  the  people  of  the  town  and  adjacent  country,  as  his  rapid 
rise  in  his  chosen  calling  abundantly  indicates.  His  progress  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  has  been  encouraging  and  all  that  could  reasonably  be  desired  and  he  now 
commands  the  confidence  of  the  public  to  a  marked  degree,  besides  coming 
steadily  to  the  front  among  the  representative  men  of  his  calling  in  a  field  long 
noted  for  a  high  order  of  professional  talent.  He  has  left  nothing  undone 
in  the  way  of  fitting  himself  for  efficient  service  in  his  Work,  always  keeping 
abreast  of  the  times  and  in  touch  with  the  latest  improvements  and  discoveries 
in  medical  science  and  surgery.  To  this  end  he  took  a  post-graduate  course 
a  few  years  ago  in  the  Chicago  Polyclinic,  later  completed  a  similar  course  in 
New  York  City  and,  he  attends  every  year  at  Harvard  Medical  School  at 
Boston.  Doctor  Walsh  is  a  member  of  the  Fayette  County  Medical  Society, 
being  at  this  time  president  of  that  body,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  State  and 
National  Societies  and  the  Medical  Association  of  Flint.  Every  year  he 
spends  a  month’s  vacation  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  great  medical  institutions 
in  New  York  and  other  Eastern  states,  where,  under  the  personal  direction  of 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  professional  men  of  the  day,  he  enlarges  the 
area  of  his  knowledge  and  acquires  additional  skill  as  a  surgeon  and  general 
practitioner.  The  Doctor  possesses  a  genial  presence  and  sympathetic  nature 
which  at  once  gain  the  confidence  of  his  patients,  and  which,  with  his  skill, 
mark  him  as  a  true  friend  of  suffering  humanity.  In  the  sick  room  he  is  a 
typical  family  physician  and  his  high  moral  principles  and  conscientious 
fidelity  to  duty  have  won  for  him  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom 
he  comes  into  contact  as  a  medical  adviser.  Although  devoted  to  his  profes¬ 
sion,  he  manifests  an  interest  in  whatever  makes  for  the  progress  of  his  town 
and  the  general  welfare,  and,  with  his  wife,  wields  a  salutary  influence  in  the 
social  and  intellectual  life  of  the  community,  being  a  gentleman  of  broad  and 
liberal  culture  and  well  calculated  to  take  the  lead  in  such  matters.  Fraternal¬ 
ly,  he  holds  membership  with  the  Masonic  order  and  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows. 

Doctor  Walsh  married,  in  Hawkeye,  Edith  Hauth,  who  was  born  in 
Michigan,  but  reared  in  Madison  township,  this  county,  where  her  father, 
William  Hauth,  is  a  larger  farmer  and  stockman.  Four  children  have  been 
born  to  this  union,  viz :  Edwin,  Eugene,  Jeannette  and  George,  the  last  named 
dying  when  seven  years  of  age. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


627 


ABNER  GILBERT  M.  NEFF. 

A  well-remembered  old  settler  of  Fayette  county  and  one  of  the  brave 
officers  of  the  Ninth  Iowa  Infantry  was  the  late  Lieut.  Abner  Gilbert  M.  Neff, 
who  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  August,  1829,  the 
son  of  John  Neff,  a  native  of  Germany  who  emigrated  to  America  in  his 
youth.  Abner  Neff  received  a  fairly  good  English  education  and  served  as 
an  apprentice  to  the  shoemaker’s  trade  in  his  father’s  shop,  and  became  an 
expert  workman.  He  also  studied  medicine,  but  did  not  complete  the  course. 
On  October  27,  1851,  he  married,  in  Connellsville,  Pennsylvania,  Anna  Hob¬ 
son,  daughter  of  John  W.  and  Abigail  Bishop  (Scott)  Hobson  and  a  sister  of 
the  Hon.  Joseph  Hobson,  of  West  Union.  Her  father  was  born  in  Peniston, 
Yorkshire,  England,  August  22,  1794,  and  emigrated  to  America  in  1816. 
While  living  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1819,  he  was  married  to  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  Scott,  a  wealthy  manufacturer  there.  Mrs.  Hobson  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  April  10,  1799,  and  crossed  the  mountains  on  horseback  with  her 
parents  during  her  girlhood,  the  family  coming  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa. 
They  were  originally  from  Massachusetts,  of  English  and  Scotch  descent, 
Mr.  Hobson  died  of  cholera,  August  14,  1834,  his  wife  surviving  many  years, 
dying  in  1883;  their  daughter,  wife  of  Mr.  Neff,  was  born  in  Connellsville, 
Pennsylvania,  October  29,  1829. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Neff  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  at 
West  Newton,  Pennsylvania.  In  June,  1856,  he  located  in  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  opening  a  shop  at  Auburn.  His  medical  studies  were  interrupted  by 
the  Civil  war,  and  in  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Ninth  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  on  September  12th  following  was  made  first  lieutenant.  He 
was  mortally  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  Arkansas,  his  first  regular 
engagement,  March  9,  1862,  receiving  a  gunshot  wound  in  the  region  of  the 
heart  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  on  March  11,  1862,  in  the  hospital. 
He  was  much  esteemed  by  his  brother  officers  and  men  as  a  true  soldier  and 
a  brave  and  faithful  defender  of  the  country’s  cause. 

Lieutenant  Neff  was  survived  by  a  widow  and  five  children,  four  sons 
and  one  daughter,  namely:  John  Devitt,  born  in  Connellsville,  Pennsylvania, 
January  4,  1853,  received  a  common  school  education  and  wedded  Mary  C. 
Hare,  of  Summerfield,  Ohio;  he  died  July  10,  1884,  leaving  a  wife  and  two 
children,  Homer  M.  and  Minnie  M. ;  his  wife  survives  and  is  a  teacher  in  the 
institute  for  the  deaf  at  Olathe,  Kansas.  At  sixteen  years  of  age  he  became  a 
clerk  in  a  drug  store  and  two  years  later  was  appointed  deputy  clerk  of  the 
court  of  Fayette  county,  filling  the  office  until  1877,  when  he  embarked  in 
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the  drug  business  at  West  Union.  In  the  fall  of  1880  he  was  elected  clerk  of 
the  court  and  re-elected  in  1882,  serving  his  second  term  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Mary  Elizabeth  Neff  was  born  in  Connellsville,  Pennsylvania,  August 
21,  1854,  and  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  S.  P.  Marsh,  now  of  Birmingham, 
Alabama.  Homer  M.  Neff,  born  in  Connellsville,  Pennsylvania,  March  6, 
1856,  studied  for  the  profession  of  architect  and  engineer,  at  Chicago.  Re¬ 
turning  to  West  Union  in  1881,  he  served  from  1884  to  1889  as  clerk  of  the 
court.  Since  then  he  has  carried  on  the  work  of  his  chosen  calling.  Full 
sketches  of  Charles  G.  and  Joseph  H.  Neff  appear  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Mrs.  Anna  Neff,  mother  of  these  children,  resides  in  Birmingham,  Ala¬ 
bama.  Mr.  Neff  was  a  Republican,  studious,  honest,  talented  and  a  born 
leader  of  men, — in  short,  a  most  estimable  citizen.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


REV.  JOHN  H.  C.  WALTERS. 

Ministers  are,  from  the  nature  of  their  calling,  self-sacrificing  men,  the 
bigness  of  whose  lives  and  the  character  of  whose  abilities  cannot  necessarily 
be  measured  by  the  size  of  the  town  in  which  they  locate  nor  always  by  the 
pecuniary  endowments  attached  to  their  office.  So  it  is  that  there  are  found 
in  small  towns  ministers  of  intellect  and  character  high  above  the  average, 
men  to  whom  one  cannot  talk  without  receiving  much  of  value;  men  who  in 
the  service  of  their  Master  have  consented  to  give  Him  that  which  could 
not  fail  to  bring  them  to  notable  success  in  a  worldly  profession  ;  men  who  find 
in  His  service  reward  sufficient,  conscious  that  He  needs  workers  in  small 
places  as  well  as  large ;  men  such  as  the  one  whose  name  appears  at  the  head 
of  this  sketch. 

The  Rev.  John  Walters  was  born  December  11,  1848,  in  Harrison  county, 
Ohio,  the  son  of  Martin  and  Susan  (Hess)  Walters,  both  of  whom  had  grown 
up  in  that  county.  His  father  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  farmed 
throughout  life.  In  1853  he  came  to  Iowa  alone  and  took  up  land  four  miles 
southeast  of  Arlington,  in  1854  moved  to  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  near  Mill 
Grove,  in  1855  or  ’56  bought  eighty  acres  one  mile  southwest  of  Wadena, 
having  also  three  forties  north  of  Wadena,  living  there  until  the  death  of  his 
wife,  spending  his  later  years  among  his  children  until  his  death  in  1909.  In 
September,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  served  faithfully  in  many  battles.  He  was  a  Republican,  but 
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never  aspired  to  office.  The  United  Brethren  church  counted  him  among  its 
most  active  members  and  he  was  a  man  very  well  known  and  very  highly 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

To  Martin  and  Susan  Walters  twelve  children  were  born:  Lydia,  the 
widow  of  John  Hidinger,  of  Adams  county,  Iowa;  John;  George,  a  retired 
farmer  of  Ailington,  Iowa;  Annie,  wife  of  J.  E.  Jennings,  of  Wadena  (see 
his  sketch)  ,  Maiy,  wife  of  Zeb  Davis,  of  Wadena;  Harvey,  farmer  in  Fair- 
field  township,  this  county ;  Eugene,  of  Haskell,  Oklahoma,  a  teacher  for  many 
years;  Clara  (deceased),  Who  was  the  wife  of  Fremont  Ostrander;  Ella  and 
Allie,  twins;  Ella  married  George  Jennings,  a  farmer  of  Illyria  township; 
Allie  married  Henry  Jennings,  of  Clayton  county;  Addie  married  James  Pro- 
bert,  of  Highland  (deceased)  ;  Maggie  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  John 
Minger. 

John  Walters  attended  the  common  schools  and  spent  three  years  in  West¬ 
ern  College,  Linn  county,  Iowa.  He  taught  seven  terms  of  school  in  Fayette, 
Linn  and  Biemer  counties,  Iowa.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  exhorting 
at  Wadena,  was  licensed  in  Lima  quarterly  conference  by  Presiding  Elder 
M.  S.  Dury,  January  2,  1875,  and  in  April,  1876,  was  ordained  elder  at  Toledo, 
Iowa,  by  Bishop  J.  Weaver,  and  received  into  the  conference  at  Castalia,  Iowa, 
by  Bishop  Glossbrener.  From  1885  until  1891  he  traveled  in  northeastern 
Iowa,  southern  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota,  when  he  was  compelled,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  ill  health,  to  return  home  and  to  retire  from  the  ministry.  Since  that 
time  he  has  looked  after  his  father’s  business.  He  has  served  for  several 
years  as  superintendent  of  Union  Sunday  school,  and  has  always  been  a  great 
worker  in  the  cause  of  temperance.  While  in  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota 
he  gave  a  great  deal  of  time  to  lecturing  and  chalk-talking,  beginning  with 
blackboard  work  and  later  developing  this  into  chalk-talking.  He  has  never 
married.  For  the  past  thirty  years  he  has  written  much  in  both  prose  and 
poetry.  One  of  the  most  touching  of  his  poems  is  that  entitled,  “Night 
Brings  Out  the  Stars,”  published  in  Word  and  Works  magazine.  His  pub¬ 
lished  articles  possess  a  great  deal  of  merit.  Mr.  Walters  has  always  been  a 
student  and  thinker  and  a  close  observer  of  the  ways  of  life,  and  is  esteemed 
for  his  real  worth  by  all  those  who  know  him. 


FRANK  Y.  WHITMORE. 

The  distinction  achieved  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch  in  business  circles, 
as  well  as  his  high  standing  as  a  man  of  affairs,  entitles  him  to  honorable 
notice  among  the  representative  citizens  of  the  county  with  which  he  has 
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long  been  identified,  hence  it  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  following 
brief  review  of  his  life  and  tribute  to  his  worth  is  accorded  a  place  in  these 
pages.  Frank  Y.  Whitmore,  banker  of  West  Union,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of 
Madison  county,  New  York,  born  in  the  town  of  Lebanon  on  the  12th  day 
of  January,  1846.  Joel  S.  Whitmore,  his  father,  whose  birth  occurred  at  the 
above  place  December  23,  1806,  was  a  son  of  Francis  Whitmore,  a  native  of 
Connecticut  and  one  of  the  early  pioneers  and  prominent  citizens  of  Madison 
county.  Jacob  Whitmore,  the  latter’s  father,  was  a  captain  in  the  Connecticut 
militia  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  was  twice  called  into  actual 
service. 

Joel  Stebbins,  father  of  Mrs.  Francis  Whitmore,  was  a  Massachusetts 
minute  man  during  the  struggle  for  independence  and  was  also  twice  called 
upon  for  service  in  the  field,  the  first  time  at  the  battle  of  Lexington  and  again 
when  General  Burgoyne  made  his  invasion  from  the  north.  Marlitta  New¬ 
ton.  wife  of  J.  S.  Whitmore  and  mother  of  the  subject,  was  born  at  Marshall, 
New  York,  in  the  month  of  October,  1819,  and,  like  her  husband,  spent  all  of 
her  life  in  her  native  state. 

Frank  Y.  Whitmore  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools 
where  his  parents  resided,  with  two  years  in  the  academic  department  of 
Madison  University  and  a  brief  time  at  Eastman’s  Commercial  College, 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  In  1866  he  left  home  to  clerk  in  a  grocery  store 
at  Wauseon,  Ohio,  and  after  spending  three  years  at  that  place  severed  his 
connection  with  his  employer  and  came  to  West  Union,  Iowa,  Working  a  part 
of  1869  the  office  of  the  county  auditor,  later  being  appointed  deputy  treas¬ 
urer  by  James  Stewart,  which  position  he  held  until  January,  1876,  when  he 
succeeded  to  the  office  of  county  treasurer.  His  continuous  rise  in  public 
favor  after  coming  to  Iowa  was  a  compliment  to  his  ability,  the  county  afford¬ 
ing  few  if  any  such  examples  of  rapid  advancement  in  positions  of  honor  and 
trust. 

Mr.  Whitmore  served  as  treasurer  of  Fayette  county  from  January  1, 
1876,  until  January,  1882,  discharging  the  duties  of  the  office  in  an  eminently 
able  and  satisfactory  manner  and  proving  under  all  circumstances  a  capable 
and  obliging  public  servant,  in  whose  hands  the  people’s  interests  were  always 
carefully  safeguarded.  In  October  following  the  expiration  of  his  official 
term,  he  went  with  his  family  to  DeLand,  Florida,  and  opened  a  private  bank 
under  the  name  of  the  Volusia  County  Bank,  but  in  the  spring  of  1883  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  interest  in  the  concern  and  returned  to  Iowa  to  accept  the  position 
of  cashier  of  the  State  Bank  of  West  Union,  to  which  position  he  had  been 
chosen  upon  the  organization  of  the  institution  and  in  which  he  has  served 
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with  marked  success  from  that  time  to  the  present.  Mr.  Whitmore  possesses 
financial  ability  of  a  high  order  and  the  continued  growth  in  public  favor  of 
the  bank  with  which  he  is  identified  is  largely  due  to  his  keen  interest  and 
collect  business  methods.  He  is  careful  and  methodical,  somewhat  conserva¬ 
tive  in  his  views  and  not  inclined  to  be  carried  away  by  visionary  or  alluring 
schemes.  His  judgment  on  all  matters  relating  to  monetary  affairs  coming 
within  his  province  is  sound  and  well  balanced  and  since  entering  upon  the 
position  which  he  now  so  worthily  fills  his  progress  has  been  uniformly  suc¬ 
cessful,  and  he  now  occupies  a  prominent  place  among  the  leading  financiers 
and  business  men  of  his  part  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Whitmore  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  as  such  has  rendered 
effective  service  to  his  party  in  Fayette  county,  having  been  chairman  of  the 
county  cential  committee  for  several  years  and  111  1891  was  the  nominee  for 
the  state  Senate,  but,  with  the  rest  of  the  ticket  of  that  year,  failed  of  election. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  served  on  the  local  school  board,  in  which  capacity 
he  did  much  for  the  cause  of  education  by  advocating  more  thorough  prepara¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  teaching  force  and  better  accommodations  for  the 
children  in  the  way  of  buildings  and  the  latest  and  most  approved  appliances, 
etc.  He  was  also  for  several  years  a  member  of  the  county  council. 

In  addition  to  his  business  interests,  which  he  makes  paramount  to  every 
other  consideration,  Mr.  Whitmore  has  always  used  his  influence  to  promote 
the  material  prosperity  of  his  city  and  county  and,  appreciating  his  indebted¬ 
ness  to  the  public,  endeavors  to  discharge  the  same  in  a  manner  befitting  a 
broad-minded  citizen  with  the  good  of  his  fellow  men  at  heart.  Religiously, 
the  Baptist  church  holds  his  creed  and  for  a  number  of  years  he  has  been 
deacon  of  the  local  church,  with  which  he  holds  membersip,  besides  serving  as 
church  treasurer  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  on  September  4,  1872,  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  wed¬ 
lock  with  Alice  V.  Beach,  of  Wauseon,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Henry  H.  and 
Arminda  (Livermore)  Beach,  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  residents  of 
that  city,  the  marriage  resulting  in  the  following  children:  Frank  B.,  present 
secretary  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  at  Nanking,  China; 
Flora  L.,  a  teacher  in  the  city  schools  of  Des  Moines;  Alvah  P.,  treasurer  of 
the  Sheridan  Coal  Company  at  Omaha,  Nebraska.  The  mother  of  these 
children  departed  this  life  November  17,  1891.  On  December  13,  1893,  Mr. 
Whitmore  contracted  a  marriage  with  Ella  Kingsbury,  the  accomplished 
daughter  of  J.  B.  and  Hannah  (Brown)  Kingsbury,  the  father  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  Fayette  county  and  a  useful  and  influential  citizen  here  until 
his  removal  a  few  years  ago1  to  another  part  of  the  state.  In  her  youth  and 
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young  womanhood  Mrs.  Whitmore  was  carefully  educated  and  is  a  lady  of 
broad  culture  and  refinement,  popular  in  social  circles  and  deeply  interested 
in  \vhatever  tends  to  the  moral  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  she  lives. 
For  several  years  prior  to  her  marriage  she  was  a  successful  teacher  and 
earned  a  wide  reputation  throughout  Fayette  and  Buchanan  counties  and 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  for  the  efficiency  of  her  work  in  the  school  room.  Their 
daughter,  Lillian  K.,  has  not  yet  completed  her  school  work. 

From  the  foregoing  outline  it  will  be  gathered  that  Mr.  Whitmore  has 
been  a  prominent  factor  in  the  affairs  of  his  adopted  county  and  at  this  time 
occupies  a  conspicuous  place  not  only  in  business  circles  but  in  church,  society 
and  local  politics  as  well.  Successful  in  all  the  term  implies,  he  is  well  situ¬ 
ated  to  enjoy  the  life  he  leads,  being  blessed  with  great  happiness  in  his  do¬ 
mestic  relations  and  combining  in  his  personality  those  qualities  which  win  and 
retain  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  public.  Possessing  firmness  of  pur¬ 
pose,  unblemished  integrity  and  a  character  above  reproach,  he  exerts  a  bene¬ 
ficial  influence  upon  those  with  whom  he  mingles  and  stands  in  the  front  rank 
among  the  enterprising  business  men  and  representative  citizens  of  the  com¬ 
munity  long  honored  by  his  presence. 


HENRY  LAUER. 

Among  the  eminently  successful  men  in  agricultural  life  of  Fayette 
county,  the  subject  of  this  brief  review  holds  a  high  place.  Mr.  Henry  Lauer 
was  born  in  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa,  on  January  23,  1863,  being  the  son  of 
Philip  Lauer.  He  has  had  unusual  educational  advantages.  After  having 
completed  the  common  school  course  at  the  district  school  near  his  father’s 
home  in  Winneshiek  county,  he  attended  the  German  parochial  school  at 
Eldorado,  Iowa.  Entering  into  active  life,  he  became  clerk  in  the  hardware 
store  of  Olie  S.  Thompson,  at  Ossian,  Iowa.  After  holding  this  position  for 
more  than  a  year,  he  devoted  his  energies  to  other  lines,  but  returned  from 
time  to  time  to  his  duties  in  the  store.  Later,  he  attended  the  Decorah  Busi¬ 
ness  College  for  some  months.  After  his  course  of  study  at  this  college,  he 
returned  to  his  home  and  assisted  his  father  in  farming. 

In  March,  1886,  Mr.  Lauer  was  united  in  marriage  to  Margaret  Poetting, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  City,  and  had  come  with  her  parents  to  live  in 
Iowa. 

Mr.  Lauer  now  determined  to  devote  his  energies  exclusively  to  farming, 
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with  very  remarkable  results.  He  took  up  this  work  on  a  fine  one  hundred 
and  seventy-acre  place,  where  he  still  lives.  His  progressive,  energetic  and 
intelligent  efforts  in  this  line  have  resulted  in  his  home  place  being  equipped 
with  new  and  excellent  buildings,  among  them  a  tasteful  and  substantial  house, 
with  pleasant  and  agreeable  surroundings,  and  with  the  entire  farm  equipped 
with  every  modern  improvement  and  equipment  that  will  help  to  bring  the 
best  results.  About  eighteen  years  ago  he  named  his  home  “Sunny  Slope 
Farm”  and  it  is  one  of  the  well  known  places  in  that  section. 

Mr.  Lauer  early  recognized  the  advantages  to  be  gained  from  specializa¬ 
tion  and  has,  since  1890,  devoted  himself  particularly  to  the  breeding  of  fine 
hogs,  in  addition  to  general  farming.  He  is  now  widely  known  as  a  breeder 
of  full  blood,  Poland  China  hogs.  His  attention  to  this  line  of  work  has 
won  him  many  prizes  at  county  and  other  fairs,  in  1908  he  having  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  displaying  the  largest  hog,  which  tipped  the  scales  at  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-five  pounds.  He  also  devotes  much  time  and  attention  to  the  breed¬ 
ing  and  raising  of  cattle. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lauer  are  the  parents  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living:  Ida,  Augusta,  Dora,  Grant,  Willie,  Philip,  Clarence  and  Henry  D. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Politically,  Mr.  Lauer  is 
a  Republican ;  for  eight  years  he  was  township  clerk  and  for  fifteen  years  he 
was  secretary  of  the  township  school  board.  Aside  from  his  agricultural 
productivities,  which  would  tax  most  men’s  capacity  to  the  utmost,  he  has 
found  time  to  interest  himself  in  commercial  life,  and  has  been  secretary  of  the 
German  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  for  the  past,  eight  years. 


GEORGE  HOWARD  PHILLIPS. 

Distinguished  as  a  lawyer  and  public  spirited  citizen,  the  name  of  George 
Howard  Phillips  has  long  been  closely  interwoven  with  the  history  and  de¬ 
velopment  of  Fayette  county  and  it  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  follow¬ 
ing  brief  outline  of  his  career  and  modest  tribute  to  his  worth  are  accorded  a 
place  in  this  volume.  Mr.  Phillips  Was  born  April  28,  1845,  at  Whitewater, 
Wisconsin,  where  his  parents,  George  W.  and  Olive  Lamyra  (Jons)  Phillips, 
natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  Illinois,  settled  in  an  early  day.  The 
father,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1810  and  who  departed  this  life  at  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids,  Iowa,  October  2,  1888,  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  a  most  excellent  and 
praiseworthy  citizen;  the  mother,  whose  early  life  was  spent  in  Lake  county. 
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Illinois,  died  at  Lemo  Center,  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  in  the  year  1861. 
Through  force  of  adverse  circumstances,  George  H.  Phillips  was  early  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources  and  from  the  tender  age  of  nine  years  has  made  his 
own  way  in  the  world.  For  some  time  the  procuring  of  life’s  barest  necessi¬ 
ties  was  a  matter  for  serious  concern  to  him  and  as  a  result  his  educational  ad¬ 
vantages  were  exceedingly  limited.  By  making  the  most  of  his  opportunities, 
however,  he  obtained  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  elementary  branches,  but,  possess¬ 
ing  a  strong  mind  and  an  ardent  desire  for  knowledge,  he  subsequently  made 
up  for  the  lack  of  school  privileges  and  in  due  time  became  a  widely  and  un¬ 
usually  well  informed  young  man. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  Civil  war,  Mr.  Phillips  was  a  lad  of  sixteen, 
but,  animated  by  patriotic  devotion  to  his  country,  he  was  among  the  first  in 
his  county  to  tender  his  services  to  the  Union.  In  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
a  company  intended  for  the  first  call  for  three-months  service,  but  the  quota 
of  the  state  being  already  full  it  was  not  accepted,  much  to  the  regret  and 
disappointment  of  the  members.  The  following  year  Mr.  Phillips  again  enlisted 
and  was  assigned  to  the  Thirteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  but,  his  father  refusing 
his  consent,  the  boy  being  under  age,  he  was  discharged.  In  the  fall  of  1862 
he  engaged  with  a  party  to  drive  a  flock  of  sheep  from  White  Water,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  to  southwestern  Minnesota  and  on  reaching  the  latter  state  narrowly 
escaped  death  at  the  hands  of  the  hostile  Crow  and  Sioux  Indians,  who  were 
then  on  the  'warpath  in  that  region.  With  his  companions,  he  succeeded  in 
reaching  New  Ulm,  shortly  after  the  massacre  at  that  place,  the  terrible  effects 
of  which  could  still  be  seen  in  the  mutilated  victims  of  the  bloodthirsty  sav¬ 
ages.  At  one  time  the  little  party  found  themselves  within  a  few  miles  of  an 
encampment  of  several  hundred  hostiles,  but  fortune  appears  to  have  favored 
them  as  they  escaped  without  their  whereabouts  being  discovered.  The  danger 
of  proceeding  farther  became  apparent,  and  the  sheep  were  finally  left  to  the 
care  of  local  parties  and  the  drovers,  thankful  to  escape  with  their  lives,  re¬ 
turned  to  their  homes  in  Wisconsin. 

In  1864  Mr.  Phillips  made  a  third  and  successful  attempt  to  enter  the 
military  service,  joining,  on  June  2d  of  that  year,  Company  C,  Fortieth  Wis¬ 
consin  Infantry,  with  which  he  shared  the  fortunes  and  vicissitudes  of  war  until 
the  expiration  of  his  period  of  enlistment.  He  was  at  Memphis  when  the  Con¬ 
federate  General  Forrest  raided  that  city,  and  passed  through  many  trying  ex¬ 
periences  while  at  the  front  and  retired  from  the  army  with  a  record  for  brave 
and  gallant  conduct  of  which  he  feels  deservedly  proud.  On  receiving  his 
discharge  Mr.  Phillips  located  at  Decorah,  Iowa,  where  he  learned  the  barber’s 
trade,  going  thence  in  the  fall  of  1864  to  West  Union,  where  for  several  years 
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he  was  similarly  engaged.  From  the  latter  place  he  went  to  Belle  Plain  and 
in  1872  to  Denver,  Colorado,  where  he  remained  for  some  time,  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Iowa,  locating  again  at  West  Union,  but  removing  thence  after  a 
short  time  to  Strawberry  Point.  Disposing  of  his  interests  in  that  town,  he 
afterwards  lived  for  a  while  at  Manchester  and  in  May,  1874,  took  up  his 
permanent  residence  at  Oelwein,  with  the  subsequent  history  of  which  he  has 
since  been  actively  and  prominently  identified. 

For  some  years  after  locating  at  Oelwein  Mr.  Phillips  operated  a  barber 
shop  and  in  the  meantime  made  a  number  of  judicious  investments  in  real 
estate,  which  returned  him  handsome  profits.  Possessing  fine  business  ability, 
he  continued  his  operations  in  real  estate  and  it  was  not  long  until  he  accumu¬ 
lated  considerable  property  and  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  city. 
In  early  life  he  manifested  an  ardent  desire  to  study  law,  but  circumstances 
prevented  him  at  that  time  from  carrying  out  his  intention.  After  coming  to 
Oelwein  he  read  such  law  books  as  he  could  procure  and  in  due  time  took  up 
the  study  in  earnest  under  the  direction  of  A.  C.  Parker,  a  young  attorney  of 
exceptional  ability,  whose  instruction  was  of  great  value  and  whose  deep 
interest  in  his  progress  proved  an  additional  stimulus.  After  being  well 
grounded  in  the  principles  of  jurisprudence  and  more  or  less  familiar  with  the 
usual  methods  practiced,  Mr.  Phillips  began  to  devote  considerable  attention 
to  the  profession  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  had  all  the  business  he 
could  attend  to  in  the  justice  courts.  He  continued  this  kind  of  practice  with 
marked  success  from  1875  to  1880,  when  he  was  formally  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  the  district  court  at  West  Union  and  for  some  years  was  actively  identified 
with  the  legal  profession,  having  a  large  clientele,  including  many  of  the 
wealthy  and  substantial  men  of  the  county,  and  occupied  a  conspicuous  place 
among  the  leading  men  of  his  calling  in  the  city  of  his  residence,  but  now 
devotes  his  time  in  looking  after  his  extensive  business  interests. 

Not  long  after  beginning  the  practice  of  his  profession  Mr.  Phillips  was 
elected  city  attorney  of  Oelwein  and  as  such  served  for  a  period  of  nine  years, 
during  which  time  he  was  untiring  in  behalf  of  the  interests  of  the  municipal¬ 
ity  and  made  every  other  consideration  subordinate  to  his  official  duties.  Since 
retiring  from  the  above  position  he  has  given  his  entire  time  and  attention  to 
his  legal  business  and  other  interests,  all  of  which  are  extensive  and  far- 
reaching,  making  him  not  only  a  very  busy  man  but  a  very  successful  one  also. 
A  well  balanced  mind,  sound,  practical  intelligence  and  mature  judgment  are 
among  Mr.  Phillips’  more  prominent  characteristics,  to  which  may  also  be 
added  the  ability  to  forsee  with  remarkable  clearness  the  future  outcome  of 
present  plans  and  the  tact  to  create  opportunities  where  they  do  not  already 
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exist.  His  career,  which  presents  a  series  of  continuous  advancements,  has 
been  successful  far  above  the  ordinary  and  he  is  now  without  doubt  one  of 
the  wealthiest  men  in  Fayette  county,  as  he  has  been  for  a  number  of  years 
the  heaviest  taxpayer.  He  has  contributed  much  if  not  more  than  any  other 
to  the  material  growth  and  prosperity  of  Oelwein  and  not  a  little  of  his  capital 
has  been  invested  with  these  ends  in  view.  In  addition  to  a  number  of  other 
buildings,  he  erected  some  years  ago  a  very  creditable  opera  house  which, 
after  considerable  service,  was  converted  into  a  residence;  he  then  purchased 
a  valuable  church  property  near  the  Rock  Island  depot,  where  he  built  a  much 
larger  and  better  planned  opera  house,  which  is  modern  and  fully  up-to-date 
and  more  in  keeping  with  the  city’s  dignity  and  growth.  Mr.  Phillips’  wealth 
is  nearly  all  within  the  city  of  Oelwein,  consisting  of  business  blocks,  public 
buildings,  private  dwellings  and  town  lots,  from  which  he  receives  no  incon¬ 
siderable  part  of  the  income  which  he  is  constantly  adding  to  his  already  large 
and  ample  fortune. 

From  what  has  already  been  said  concerning  Mr.  Phillips’  professional 
career  it  is  easily  seen  that  he  stands  high  among  the  leading  members  of  the 
Fayette  county  bar,  a  remarkable  fact,  considering  his  having  commenced  life 
poor  and  friendless  and  advanced  to  his  present  proud  position  from  the 
humble  though  honorable  vocation  of  a  barber.  He  has  practiced  his  profes¬ 
sion  from  time  to  time  with  a  number  of  leading  lawyers,  with  whom  he  was 
associated  as  partner,  including  A.  C.  Parker,  now  of  Des  Moines,  with 
whom  he  was  associated  for  two  years,  Capt.  H.  W.  Holman  and  others. 
Among  those  who  studied  under  his  direction  and  owe  their  success  to  him 
the  most  prominent  perhaps  is  Hon.  Lewis  Baker,  now  an  eminent  member  of 
the  Colorado  bar,  but  formerly  of  Edgewood,  Delaware  county. 

In  politics  Mr.  Phillips  is  a  Republican,  but  on  account  of  the  prohibition 
movement  and  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  constitution,  he  voted  for 
Hon.  Horace  Boies  'when  that  distinguished  gentleman  ran  for  governor. 
He  is  an  active  and  influential  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging 
to  Lodge  No.  374,  at  Oelwein,  and  is  also  identified  with  Griffin  Post  No. 
134,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  this  city.  He  took  a  leading  part  in  the 
organizing  of  the  first  lodge  of  the  order  of  Modern  Woodmen  in  Fayette 
county  and  was  a  charter  member  of  the  same  and  one  of  the  first  officers ;  his 
name  also  appears  on  the  records  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  at  Oelwein,  in  which,  as  in  the  other  fraternal  societies  with  which  con¬ 
nected,  he  wields  a  potent  influence  and  from  time  to  time  has  been  honored 
with  important  official  positions. 

Mr.  Phillips’  domestic  life  dates  from  January  7,  1874,  at  which  time  he 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


637 


was  united  in  marriage  at  Strawberry  Point  with  Ellen  Johnson,  daughter  of 
Alexander  Johnson,  of  Fayette  county.  The  union  has  been  blessed  with  two 
children,  a  daughter,  Lena  Blanche,  and  a  son  who  answers  to  the  name  of 
Ray  B.  Phillips.  In  closing  this  brief  sketch  of  one  of  Fayette  county’s 
eminent  lawyers  and  distinguished  citizens,  the  following  from  the  pen  of 
another  appears  peculiarly  appropriate : 

“It  is-  Mr.  Phillips’s  nature  to  do  nothing  by  halves;  he  is  and  always  has 
been  intensely  earnest  in  all  he  undertakes.  Possessed  of  superior  business 
ability,  energy  and  perseverance,  he  has  been  successful  in  his  various  enter¬ 
prises  and  acquired  a  large  and  valuable  property.  His  success  in  life  is  more 
to  his  credit  for  the  reason  that  it  has  been  won  by  his  own  unaided  efforts. 
He  has  a  natural  aptitude  for  business  and  displays  more  than  usual  sagacity 
in  his  investments  and  enterprises.  As  a  lawyer  he  is  conservative  in  his 
advice,  sound  in  his  conclusions,  prompt  in  the  discharge  of  professional  duty 
and  always  reliable.  As  a  collector,  he  succeeds  in  seemingly  hopeless  cases. 
His  integrity,  energy  and  promptness  have  won  for  him  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances  and  it  goes  without  the  saying  the 
prominent  place  he  occupies  in  the  esteem  of  the  public  has  been  faithfully 
and  honorably  earned.” 


GEORGE  WOOD. 

Among  the  successful  citizens  of  Fayette  county  must  be  numbered  him 
whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  After  a  period  of  years,  during 
which  he  indefatigably  labored  along  agricultural  lines,  he  was  prospered  to  a 
gratifying  degree  and  is  now  enabled  to  enjoy  that  rest  which  he  so  richly 
earned.  He  is  a  man  of  stanch  and  reliable  make-up  and  has  won  and  retains 
the  highest  regard  of  those  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Wood  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  1845,  and  is  a  son  of 
Joseph  and  Sarah  (Barkley)  Wood.  Joseph  Wood  was  a  native  of  England, 
having  been  born  near  Manchester  in  1818.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  landing  at  New  York  city,  where  for  nineteen 
years  he  was  employed  in  the  noted  firm  of  Robert  Hoe  &  Company,  manu¬ 
facturers  of  printing  presses.  The  subject’s  mother  was  born  in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  though  of  Scotch  antecedents.  When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
but  seven  years  old,  or  in  the  fall  of  1852,  the  family  moved  to  Iowa  and  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  northern  part  of  Delaware  county,  where  they  remained  until 
1869,  in  which  year  they  came  to  Fayette  county,  locating  nine  miles  east  of 
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Oelwein,  in  Scott  township,  where  the  father  and  son  together  bought  an  en¬ 
tire  section  of  land,  their  respective  halves  being  divided  by  the  public  high¬ 
way.  In  1872  Joseph  Wood  moved  to  Brush  Creek  (now  Arlington),  where 
he  lived  a  retired  life  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  January,  1876.  His 
wife  had  died  many  years  previously,  when  the  subject  was  a  small  boy. 

George  Wood  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Iowa 
and  was  early  inured  to  the  rigorous  labor  characteristic  of  a  new  western 
farm.  He  remained  his  father’s  assistant  on  the  farm  until  1869,  at  which 
time  he  entered  upon  the  operation  of  his  Scott  township  land.  He  was  suc¬ 
cessful  in  this  enterprise  and  remained  engaged  there  until  July  26,  1890, 
when  he  sold  this  farm  and  moved  into  Oelwein,  where  he  is  now  living  prac¬ 
tically  retired  from  active  work.  He  possesses  a  neat  and  attractice  home  on 
First  avenue  east,  and  here  he  enjoys  entertaining  his  many  friends  who  are 
pleased  to  take  advantage  of  the  hospitality  which  is  ever  here  in  evidence. 
When  the  family  first  located  in  Scott  township  their  nearest  neighbor  was  a 
mile  distant,  and  wolves  and  other  wild  animals  were  frequently  seen  near 
their  home.  Now  this  section  is  populous  and  thriving  and  bears  little  re¬ 
semblance  to  its  former  condition. 

On  August  20,  1878,  Mr.  Wood  was  married  to  Emma  L.  Stiner,  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Esther  (Wagner)  Stiner,  of  Clayton  county,  this 
state.  To  this  union  were  born  two  children,  Joseph  Wellington  and  Sarah 
Esther.  The  latter  is  the  wife  of  James  E.  Lilly,  of  Marshalltown,  Iowa, 
where  he  is  employed  as  a  machinist  in  the  shops  of  the  Iowa  Central  railway. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Emma  Esther.  Joseph  Lewis  Stiner,  father  of 
Mrs.  Wood,  was  born  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  July  7,  1812,  and  came  to  Iowa  in 
October,  1848.  He  was  the  son  of  Christopher  and  Esther  (Lewis)  Stiner, 
and  the  latter  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Betsey  (Tsanor)  Lewis,  the  lat¬ 
ter  being  a  granddaughter  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette.  Christopher  Stiner 
was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Mrs.  Wood’s  mother  was  born 
at  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  March  4,  1815,  and  was  married  to  Joseph  L. 
Stiner  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  Among  the  prized  heirlooms  in  the  Stiner  family 
is  a  magnificent  oil  portrait  of  Lafayette,  the  ancestor  referred  to.  One  of 
Mrs.  Wood’s  ancestors,  a  great-great-grandfather,  was  a  member  of  the 
King’s  Guards  in  England,  a  position  of  considerable  honor  and  distinction. 

It  is  said  that  Joseph  Wood,  the  subject’s  father,  was  a  mechanical  genius 
of  more  than  ordinary  ability.  He  made  shears  for  shearing  sheep,  doing  the 
shearing  himself,  made  a  carding  machine  and  spinning  wheel,  on  which  he 
carded  and  spun  the  wool  which  he  had  sheared,  and  then  made  a  loom  on 
which  he  wove  the  cloth  from  the  thread  which  he  had  made,  ending  this  re- 
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markable  performance  by  making  the  cloth  into  garments.  In  many  other 
ways  he  gave  exhibition  of  his  remarkable  skill  in  mechanics. 

George  Wood  has  always  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  and  takes  a  strong 
interest  in  local  public  affairs.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Religiously  the 
family  are  all  members  of  the  Episcopal  church,  to  which  they  give  a  liberal 
support.  A  man  of  highest  integrity  and  of  unvarying  courtesy  and  kindli¬ 
ness,  he  is  honored  by  all  who  know  him  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  rep¬ 
resentative  citizens  of  his  township. 


JOHN  A.  ROWLAND. 

The  family  of  this  name  were  early  identified  with  Fayette  county,  their 
connection  with  this  section  going  back  as  far  as  1850  or  before  and  the  first 
of  the  name  was  among  the  very  earliest  of  the  settlers.  In  or  about  the  year 
mentioned  P.  L.  Rowland  made  his  appearance  in  the  precincts  of  Fayette 
county,  which  at  that  time  was  wild  and  uncultivated.  Shortly  afterward 
his  brother,  John  M.,  assisted  in  building  a  mill  at  Auburn.  P.  L.  Rowland 
also  worked  on  the  Clermont  mill.  Besides  this  he  turned  his  hand  to  various 
jobs,  including  farming.  He  was  also  an  evangelical  minister  off  and  on, 
until  the  last  years  of  his  life,  but  most  of  his  time  was  given  to  farming. 
He  started  a  creamery  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  son,  conducted  it  for 
four  or  five  years,  then  rented  and  finally  sold  it.  He  married  Alvina  Wheeler, 
of  Canada,  and  from  this  union  was  born  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

John  A.  Rowland  was  born  in  Dover  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in 
1871,  on  the  homestead  that  bears  his  family  name.  He  remained  on  the 
farm  with  his  father  until  about  1892,  when  he  embarked  in  business  for  him¬ 
self.  John  A.  and  Albert  R.  operated  the  two-hundred-ten-acre  farm  where 
the  former  now  resides,  keeping  up  their  partnership  for  about  four  years. 
John  A,  then  purchased  his  brother’s  interest  and  has  since  farmed  with  success 
on  his  own  account.  Mr.  Rowland  is  one  of  the  progressive  young  farmers 
whose  combined  work  has  made  Iowa  one  of  the  finest  agricultural  states  in  the 
world.  Besides  the  usual  crops,  which  he  has  raised  with  success,  he  has 
achieved  distinction  as  a  livestock  breeder.  Many  specimens  of  the  fine  thor¬ 
oughbreds  of  different  varieties  and  breeds  which  have  made  Iowa  noted  may 
be  seen  on  Mr.  Rowland’s  place.  The  celebrated  Shorthorn  family  has  no 
finer  specimens  than  those  found  here.  The  peerless  Norman  horses,  with 
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their  graceful  limbs  and  sleek,  black  coats,  enliven  the  meadows  and  glades 
of  the  Rowland  homestead.  Duroc-Jersey  and  Poland-China  hogs  in  the  best 
of  condition  and  of  mammoth  sizes  give  promise  of  rich  revenues  when  they 
reach  the  swine  market.  In  addition  to  his  other  interests,  Mr.  Rowland  has 
followed  dairying  extensively  and  figured  creditably  in  an  industry  for  which 
Iowa  is  famous.  Mr.  Rowland  inherited  his  love  of  fine  stock,  as  his  father 
believed  in  it  and  always  kept  a  g-ood  stallion.  He  was  a  man  of  notable 
qualities  and  far  above  the  average.  He  was  founder  of  the  Evangelical  church 
in  Fayette  county  and  for  many  years  practically  stood  the  expenses  of  the 
same.  He  donated  the  land  for  the  buildings  which  were  erected  in  1895  or 
1896.  One  of  the  achievements  of  which  he  was  justly  proud  was  the  passage 
of  what  was  called  the  “herd  law,”  for  which  he  worked  indefatigably. 

In  1898  Mr.  Rowland  married  Clara  E.,  daughter  of  Henry  Smith,  and 
has  three  children :  Merritt,  Gladys  and  Myrtle.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Evangelical  church.  Mr.  Rowland  is  a  Republican,  but  never  sought 
office,  though  he  has  consented  to  act  as  president  of  the  school  board  for  some 
years.  Like  his  honored  father,  he  has  always  been  a  supporter  of  all  moral 
causes  and  active  in  church  work. 

Peter  Rowland,  paternal  grandfather  of  John  A.,  was  born  December 
31,  1791,  at  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 
He  married  a  Miss  Hoffner,  who  died  in  Ohio,  and  by  her  had  six  children, 
five  sons  and  one  daughter.  They  first  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  from  there  to 
Ohio,  and  in  the  early  fifties  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Fayette  county  on 
land  located  in  Clermont  township.  He  was  a  pioneer  of  that  section  and 
ended  his  days  peacefully  after  a  strenuous  life  chiefly  devoted  to  agricultural 
labor. 


AM  ON  C.  SABOE. 

Among  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  northern  part  of  Fayette  county 
must  be  ranked  Amon  C.  Saboe,  for  he  has  made  this  locality  his  home  since 
babyhood  and  has  been  active  in  the  general  progress  of  the  community.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Dover  township  in  1857,  the  son  of  Colben  I.  and  Julia 
(Amondson)  Saboe,  both  born  in  Norway,  where  they  spent  their  childhood, 
coming  to  America  early  in  life.  They  were  married  in  March,  1850,  and  in 
April  of  that  year  they  located  at  Beloit,  Wisconsin.  Colben  Saboe  had 
served  five  years  as  apprentice  to  a  blacksmith  and  he  received  license  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  this  experience  and  followed  this  line  for  one  year  in  Wisconsin;  how- 
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evei,  he  soon  began  working  on  the  farm  and  in  May,  1851,  settled  on  the 
faim  now  owned  by  Amon  C.  Saboe,  of  this  review.  He  first  purchased  forty 
acies  where  the  buildings  stand.  Prospering  from  year  to  year  as  a  result 
of  his  excellent  business  qualities,  he  added  additional  forties  until  he  had 
eleven  foities,  01  four  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  became  quite  well-to-do 
and  was  an  influential  citizen  there,  and  he  carried  on  general  farming  and 
stock  laising  on  an  extensive  scale,  having  cleared  most  of  the  land  himself,  as¬ 
sisting  the  hands  in  the  actual  work  of  preparing  the  soil  for  cultivation.  His 
son,  Amon  C.,  cleared  perhaps  one-half  of  the  place.  The  father  first  lived  in 
a  dug-out  where  the  present  comfortable  dwelling  stands,  though  before  its 
election  he  In  ed  foi  some  time  in  a  log'  house.  All  the  present  buildings  were 
erected  by  him  except  the  barn,  which  Amon  C.  built;  it  is  a  substantial  struc¬ 
ture,  fifty-six  by  seventy-six  feet,  with  a  fourteen-foot  shed,  twenty-six-foot 
posts  and  a  drive-way  fifty-six  by  sixteen  feet. 

The  father  of  Amon  C.  Saboe  was  very  active  in  politics,  being  first  a 
Whig,  later  a  Republican.  He  held  a  position  on  the  school  board  for  a 
great  many  years  and  always  took  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his 
county.  He  and  his  wife  reared  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  still  living. 

Amon  C.  Saboe  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  com¬ 
munity  and  he  began  working  on  the  home  farm  when  but  a  mere  lad,  and 
he  has  driven  a  reaper  for  forty-five  years  consecutively  on  the  same  farm, 
having  begun  with  a  hand-rake  when  seven  years  of  age;  now  he  rides  behind 
a  modern  McCormick  self-binder.  He  challenges  the  state  to  break  the 
record.  He  purchased  the  homestead  in  1892,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  acres,  his  father  having  sold  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  The 
place  is  now  widely  known  as  the  “Turkey  Valley  Stock  Farm.”  He  has 
made  high  grade  cattle  and  hogs  a  specialty,  keeping  from  one  hundred  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  hogs  at  a  time,  preferring  the  Poland-China  breed. 
He  well  understands  the  successful  handling  of  hogs  and  has  never  had 
cholera  among  them.  He  also  keeps  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  head  of  cattle. 
Corn  and  oats  are  his  chief  grains.  He  has  half  interest  in  a  general  store 
at  Ossian,  Iowa,  known  as  the  John  Moe  Mercantile  Company,  and  in  all 
his  business  relations  he  has  been  very  successful. 

Mr.  Saboe  was  married  in  1892  to  Inger  Fossaan,  who  was  born  and 
reared  on  the  farm  just  north  of  that  owned  by  Mr.  Saboe.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Ole  O.  and  Inger  (Christian)  Fossaan,  who  came  from  Nor¬ 
way  in  1852,  locating  on  the  farm  mentioned  above,  which  is  still  in  the 
family.  This  family  was  always  active  in  township  affairs,  and  highly 
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respected  people  here.  One  child,  Cora  Julia,  has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Saboe,  and  they  have  an  adopted  son,  Albert  Fossaan,  a  son  of  Mr.  Saboe’s 
brother-in-law.  They  have  also  reared  Oliver  Fossaan  and  Emma  Fossaan. 

Mr.  Saboe  and  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Politically, 
Mr.  Saboe  is  a  Republican  in  national  affairs  and  independent  locally.  He 
has  never  aspired  to  public  office,  but  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  local 
school  board  for  about  fifteen  years,  eleven  of  which  were  consecutive ;  most 
of  the  time  he  was  president  and  secretary  of  the  board.  Personally  he  is  a 
genial,  straightforward  and  hospitable  gentleman  whom  everybody  honors 
and  respects. 


HENRY  L.  ADAMS. 

A  whole-souled  gentleman,  an  able  attorney  and  a  public-spirited  citizen 
of  West  Union,  Fayette  county,  is  Henry  L.  Adams,  formerly  county  super¬ 
intendent  of  schools,  a  man  who  has  thrown  his  powers,  the  weight  of  his 
soul  and  mind  into  study,  work  and  practice,  and  who  recognizes  honesty, 
integrity  and  higher  character  as  the  most  exalted  of  professional  ideals  and 
standards,  realizing  that  men  of  character  are  not  only  the  conscience  of 
society,  but  in  every  well  governed  state  they  are  its  best  motive  power,  as 
the  moral  qualities  rule,  and,  guided  by  such  ideals,  he  accomplishes  whatever 
he  undertakes,  being  now  in  the  fullest  development  and  vigor  of  his  facul¬ 
ties,  capable  of  his  best  and  strongest  work. 

Mr.  Adams  was  born  at  Maynard,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  November  28, 
1875,  and  is  the  son  of  Leander  and  Rebecca  (Cline)  Adams,  the  former 
a  native  of  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  born  January  18,  1835,  and 
the  latter  born  in  Washington  county,  Ohio,  February  22,  1848.  The 
paternal  great-grandfather,  Capt.  Abner  Adams,  was  a  commissioned  captain 
in  the  patriot  army  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Leander  L.  Adams  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  Company  B,  Seventy-fifth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  1862, 
and  he  was  later  in  the  marine  service.  He  was  in  the  engagements  at 
Perryville,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  Ball’s  Bluff,  but  the  major  part  of  his  time 
was  spent  in  the  vicinity  of  Vicksburg.  For  gallant  service  he  was  promoted 
to  corporal,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in  1865. 

Henry  L.  Adams  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  good  education  in  the 
local  public  schools,  the  Maynard  high  school,  Upper  Iowa  University,  at 
Fayette,  the  State  University  of  Iowa  and  the  Chicago  University.  Thus 
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he  became  exceptionally  well  prepared  for  his  chosen  calling,  that  of  teacher, 
which  he  first  followed  at  Waucoma,  Iowa,  from  1897  to  1899,  making  an 
excellent  record.  His  abilities  as  an  educator  being  generally  recognized,  he 
was  elected  county  superintendent  of  schools  in  1899  and  served  very  faith¬ 
fully  and  acceptably  as  such  until  1905,  during  which  time  the  cause  of  edu¬ 
cation  in  this  county  was  greatly  strengthened  and  encouraged.  But  believ¬ 
ing  that  the  law  held  greater  inducements  for  him,  he  accordingly  took  up 
that  line  of  research  and  was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar,  beginning  practice 
in  West  Union  in  the  fall  of  1907,  under  the  firm  name  of  Rogers  &  Adams, 
and  he  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a  very  satisfactory  clientele,  being  well 
versed  in  the  law  and  careful  and  painstaking,  and  eloquent  and  interesting 
both  as  a  pleader  before  a  jury  and  as  a  public  speaker.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican  and  has  taken  more  than  a  passing  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his 
party  for  some  time,  and  in  the  fall  of  1908  he  was  honored  by  his  constitu¬ 
ents  by  being  elected  state  senator  of  the  fortieth  senatorial  district,  com¬ 
prising  the  counties  of  Allamakee  and  Fayette,  and  his  record  in  the  Legis¬ 
lature  as  a  champion  of  the  rig-hts  of  the  people  whom  he  represented  was 
such  as  to  win  the  approval  and  admiration  of  all  classes.  In  religious  mat¬ 
ters  lie  is  a  Presbyterian  and  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  local  church. 

Mr.  Adams  is  prominent  in  fraternal  circles  also,  belonging  to  the  local 
lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  also  holds 
membership  in  the  Phi  Delta  Phi,  a  law  fraternity,  and  the  Historical  and 
Literary  Club. 

On  January  5,  1898,  Mr.  Adams  formed  a  matrimonial  alliance  with 
Ina  S.  Holmes,  the  cultured  and  accomplished  daughter  of  David  A.  and 
Sarah  (Carter)  Holmes,  of  Donnan,  Iowa,  and  this  union  has  been  graced 
by  the  birth  of  two  children,  Maude,  born  April  8,  1902,  and  Edith  Kate, 
born  January  31,  1906. 

Personally,  Mr.  Adams  takes  a  high  rank  as  one  of  Fayette  county’s 
representative  citizens,  his  life  having  been  lived  in  such  a  manner  as  to  win 
and  retain  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a  man  of 
high  educational  attainments ;  always  a  student,  he  keeps  abreast  of  the 
times  in  all  matters  of  general  interest  and  is  familiar  with  the  world’s  best 
literature  on  a  great  diversity  of  themes.  He  is  the  possessor  of  a  high  order 
of  literary  ability  and  whatever  he  writes  or  says  is  given  a  ready  hearing 
and  proper  consideration,  and  there  is  no  man  in  the  county  who  is  held  in 
higher  esteem  by  the  population,  regardless  of  all  sects,  politics  or  profession. 
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EDWARD  EITEL. 

This  is  an  age  in  which  the  farmer  stands  pre-eminently  above  any  other 
class  as  a  producer  of  wealth.  He  simply  takes  advantage  of  the  winds,  the 
warm  air,  bright  sunshine  and  refreshing  rains,  and  applying  his  own  hands 
to  nature’s  gifts  he  produces  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  commercial  world 
has  come  to  recognize  his  importance  and  has  surrounded  him  with  many 
conveniences  not  thought  of  one  hundred  years  ago.  And  the  farmer  has 
not  been  slow  to  take  advantage  of  the  aids  thus  offered.  Among  the  up-to- 
date  farmers  of  Fayette  county  is  Edward  Eitel,  who  operates  a.  highly 
improved  farm  in  Center  township,  and  who  is  entitled  to  be  numbered  among 
the  progressive  and  enterprising  farmers  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Eitel  was  born  in  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  on  October  15,  1859, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  G.  and  Lena  (Fisher)  Eitel,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Wurtemberg,  Germany.  They  came  to  America  in  1849,  settling  in  the 
state  of  Vermont.  Two  years  later  they  removed  to  Green  county,  Wis¬ 
consin,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1898.  His  wife  died  in  1887.  Of  the  seven  children  born  to 
them,  six  are  living.  Politically,  John  G.  Eitel  was  a  Republican,  though 
not  an  office  seeker,  while  in  religion  he  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church, 
his  wife  being  a  Catholic. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm,  with  the  work  of  which 
he  became  familiar  at  an  early  age.  He  is  indebted  to  the  common  schools 
for  his  educational  training,  which  has  been  liberally  supplemented  during 
the  subsequent  years  by  observation  and  experience  of  a  practical  nature. 
In  1887  Mr.  Eitel  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  rented  a  farm  in  Wind¬ 
sor  township,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  applied  himself  for  three  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  period,  in  1890,  he  bought  the  splendid  farm  in  Center 
township  which  he  now  owns.  This  farm,  which  comprises  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  is  up  to  date  in  every  respect,  and  Mr.  Eitel  has  made  a 
number  of  permanent  and  substantial  improvements,  having  built  an  attrac¬ 
tive,  well-arranged  and  comfortable  residence,  commodious  barn  and  other 
necessary  outbuildings,  all  of  which  bespeak  him  as  a  man  of  sound  ideas 
and  practical  methods.  In  addition  to  carrying  on  general  farming  opera¬ 
tions,  Mr.  Eitel  has  met  with  much  success  as  a  dairyman  and  as  a  breeder  and 
raiser  of  Holstein  cattle.  He  has  been  a  hard  working  man  and  to  his  own 
personal  efforts  is  attributable  the  success  which  he  has  enjoyed. 

Politically,  Mr.  Eitel  gives  an  earnest  support  to  the  Republican  party 
and  has  rendered  efficient  service  as  a  trustee  of  his  township.  His  fraternal 
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relations  are  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Brotherhood  of 
American  Yeomen  and  the  Mystic  Workers. 

On  January  25,  1885,  Mr.  Eitel  was  united  in  marriage  to  Rosa  Zelmer, 
who  was  born  in  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  on  January  14,  1863,  the  daughter 
of  William  and  Sophia  (Beckman)  Zelmer.  These  parents,  who  were  natives 
of  Germany,  came  to  America,  locating  in  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  in  an 
early  day,  and  there  the  mother  died  in  1901.  Mr.  Zelmer,  who  was  a 
farmer  of  vocation,  is  now  retired  and  is  living  in  Monroe,  Wisconsin.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Eitel  have  become  the  parents  of  one  son,  Arthur  Lewis,  who 
was  born  on  January  30,  1888,  in  this  county.  The  latter  received  a  good 
common  school  education,  which  he  supplemented  by  two  years’  attendance 
in  Tipper  Iowa  University,  and  he  is  now  at  home  assisting  in  the  operation 
of  the  farm.  He  is  a  young  man  of  fine  personal  qualities  and  is  well  liked 
by  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Eitel  is  known  as  a  man  of  industry,  honesty  and 
loyalty  to  right  principles,  and  because  of  his  estimable  personal  qualities  he 
enjoys  an  enviable  standing  in  the  community. 


CHARLES  GILBERT  NEFF. 

Of  the  firm  of  Neff  Brothers,  proprietors  of  the  West  Union  Electric 
Light  and  Power  Plant,  Charles  G.  Neff,  one  of  Fayette  county’s  native  sons, 
was  born  at  the  town  of  Auburn  on  March  26,  1859.  His  father  was  Abner 
G.  M.  Neff,  whose  birth  occurred  at  Connellsville,  Fayette  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  October  13,  1829,  and  his  mother,  Anna  Hobson,  a  native  of  the  same 
place,  was  born  October  26th  of  the  same  year  in  which  her  husband  first  saw 
the  light  of  day.  These  parents  were  married  in  Connellsville,  November  27, 
1851,  and  in  1857  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Neff  worked  at 
the  shoemaker’s  trade  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  Civil  war.  Then  he 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  Ninth  Iowa  Infantry,  with  'which  he  served  until 
fatally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  Arkansas,  March  9,  1862,  dying 
two  days  later.  Mrs.  Neff,  who  is  still  a  widow,  has  reached  the  ripe  old  age 
of  eighty-one  years  and  for  some  time  past  has  lived  with  a  married  daughter 
in  Birming’ham,  Alabama. 

John  Dewitt  Neff,  the  oldest  of  the  family  of  Abner  and  Anna  Neff, 
was  born  January  4,  1853,  at  Connellsville,  Pennsylvania,  grew  to  maturity  in 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  for  a  number  of  years  followed  the  drug  business 
at  different  places.  He  served  some  time  as  deputy  county  recorder  and  later 
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was  elected  clerk,  in  which  position  he  was  serving  his  first  term  when  his 
death  occurred,  on  the  10th  day  of  July,  1884,  at  West  Union,  Iowa.  As  a 
local  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  he  took  a  very  active  part 
in  religious  work  and  his  life  measured  up  to'  a  high  standard  of  Christian 
manhood  and  citizenship.  By  his  marriage,  June  17,  1878,  with  Mary  C. 
Hare,  of  Summerfield,  Ohio,  he  had  two  children,  Homer  M.  and  Minnie  H. 
Mary  Elizabeth,  the  second  of  the  family,  was  born  at  Connellsville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  August  2 1,  1854,  married,  on  September  24,  1877,  Rev-  S.  P.  Marsh, 
then  of  Summerfield,  Ohio,  now  of  Birmingham,  Alabama,  where  she  and  her 
husband  now  reside.  Homer  Marsh  Neff,  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  is  also 
a  native  of  Connellsville,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on 
the  6th  of  March,  1856.  In  early  life  he  studied  architecture  and  civil  engin¬ 
eering,  in  both  of  which  professions  he  acquired  great  proficiency,  and  his 
studious  habits  led  him  to  make  investigations  in  various  other  lines  of 
thought.  He  served  as  official  surveyor  of  Fayette  county,  was  city  engineer 
of  West  Union  for  some  years  and  held  the  position  of  county  clerk  for  two 
terms,  proving  a  very  capable  and  courteous  official.  He  stood  high  in  the 
esteem  of  the  public,  ranked  among  the  representative  citizens  of  the  county 
and  will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  day  in  the  city  of 
West  Union.  He  died,  unmarried,  on  the  5th  day  of  January,  1902. 

Charles  Gilbert  Neff,  whose  birth  is  noted  in  a  preceding  paragraph,  is 
the  fourth  child  of  Abner  G.  M.  and  Anna  (Hobson)  Neff  and  one  of  the  two 
representatives  of  the  family  now  living  in  the  county  of  Fayette.  He  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  West  Union,  received  a  good  education  in  the  city 
schools,  and  began  life  for  himself  as  a  druggist,  which  line  of  business  he 
followed  for  some  years  with  his  brother,  John  D.  Neff.  While  thus  engaged 
he  was  located  at  different  places,  and  at  one  time  filled  the  responsible  posi¬ 
tion  of  pharmacist  for  the  Iowa  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Independence. 
Severing  his  connection  with  that  institution  at  the  end  of  one  year,  he  took 
charge  of  a  large  drug  store  at  Rock  Rapids,  Iowa,  but  after  a  limited  period 
was  obliged  to  relinquish  the  business  on  account  of  ill  health  and  return  to 
his  home  in  West  Union.  Later  he  was  associated  with  the  drug  trade  in  his 
native  city  and  continued  the  same  until  June,  1885,  when  he  severed  his  con¬ 
nection  to  accept  the  position  of  deputy  county  clerk,  which  he  held  for  a 
period  of  fourteen  years  and  in  which  he  demonstrated  ability  of  a  high  order 
and  gained  the  confidence  of  the  public  irrespective  of  party  ties. 

Resigning  the  above  position  in  1899,  Mr.  Neff,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  Homer  M.  Neff,  purchased,  in  October  of  that  year,  from  the 
founder,  C.  F.  Freehauf,  the  West  Union  Electric  Light  and  Power  Plant,  the 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


647 


franchise  for  which  had  been  issued  on  the  20th  of  March  preceding  for  a  per¬ 
iod  of  twenty  years,  subsequently,  July,  1908,  renewed  for  ten  years  to  C.  G. 
and  J.  H.  Neff,  the  present  proprietors.  After  the  death  of  Homer  Neff,  his 
brother,  J.  H.,  became  the  subject’s  partner,  the  firm  thus  constituted  con¬ 
tinuing  as  before  under  the  name  of  the  Neff  Brothers,  by  which  it  is  still 
known. 

Ihe  W  est  Union  Light  and  Power  Company  was  installed  at  a  cost  of 
eight  thousand  dollars,  but  with  additions  and  improvements  since  made  it 
now  represents  a  capital  considerably  in  excess  of  that  amount.  Nothing 
has  been  spared  to  make  it  answer  the  purposes  for  which  intended  and  the 
plant  at  this  time  is  a  model  of  its  kind,  being  equipped  with  the  latest  and 
most  approved  electrical  appliances  and,  with  a  capacity  of  something  over  four 
thousand  lights,  affords  the  city  ample  illumination.  Under  the  efficient 
management  of  the  present  proprietors,  both  experienced  business  men  and 
familiar  with  every  phase  of  electric  lighting,  the  establishment  has  become 
a  necessity  to  the  city  and  is  rapidly  increasing  in  value.  In  addition  to  the 
proprietors,  who  devote  all  of  their  attention  to  the  plant,  the  services  of  two 
other  men  are  required,  all  selected  with  reference  to  efficiency  and  skill  in 
their  respective  departments. 

Mr.  Neff  is  not  only  a  wide-awake  business  man  of  progressive  ideas,  but 
he  also  manifests  a  lively  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  growth  and 
advancement  of  his  city  and  community.  As  a  member  of  the  city  council 
for  thirteen  consecutive  years,  he  had  much  to  do  in  promoting  important 
municipal  legislation  and  to  him  the  public  is  indebted  for  many  of  the  utilities 
which  the  city  now  enjoys.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he  wields  a  potent  in¬ 
fluence  for  his  party  in  local  and  state  affairs  and  in  the  various  nominating- 
conventions  his  opinions  and  counsel  always  carry  weight  and  command 
respect.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  a  leading  member  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  having  passed  all  the  chairs  in  the  subordinate 
lodge  and  encampment,  besides  taking  an  influential  part  in  the  Rebekah  lodge, 
to  which  his  wife  also  belongs. 

On  November  24,  1880,  Mr.  Neff  and  Lillie  A.  Borland,  daughter  of 
Cornelius  A.  and  Mary  A.  Dorland,  were  united  in  marriage,  the  Dorlands 
being  one  of  the  old  and  well  known  families  of  West  Union  and  for  many 
years  actively  identified  with  the  county  and  municipal  affairs.  Cornelius  A. 
Dorland  served  as  sheriff  in  an  early  day  and  was  long  a  peace  officer  in  West 
Union,  his  eminent  fitness  for  the  various  positions  with  which  he  was  honored 
being  recognized  by  the  public.  He  had  a  son  and  a  daughter  who  grew  to  ma¬ 
turity,  the  former,  Charles  M.  Dorland,  having  married  Eva  Neveler,  by  whom 
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he  had  five  children;  the  latter  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Neff.  The  father  died 
October  26,  1902,  the  son  on  May  29th,  of  the  following  year;  the  mother, 
who  is  still  living,  is  making  her  home  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neff  has  been  blessed  with  two  children,  Harry  A., 
born  September  26,  1882,  is  a  telegraph  operator  and  station  agent  at  West 
Branch  on  the  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  railroad;  he  married  Ella  Wickham,  of 
Clermont,  this  state,  and  is  the  father  of  two  sons,  Paul  and  Edward  Allen. 
Florence  Marie,  the  second  of  the  subject’s  family,  a  young  lady  still  under 
the  parental  roof,  is  her  mother's  efficient  assistant  in  the  management  of  the 
household  and  a  favorite  in  the  social  circle  in  which  she  moves.  Mrs.  Neff 
is  well  known  and  greatly  esteemed  in  the  city  of  her  residence,  being  active 
in  its  social  and  religious  life  and  a  leading  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  with  which  she  has  long  been  identified.  At  present  she  is  secretary 
of  the  Ladies  Aid  Society,  member  of  the  official  board  of  the  same  and  is  also 
prominent  in  the  work  of  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah  lodge,  of  West  Union. 


COL.  CHARLES  W.  BOPP. 

The  life  of  the  eminent  and  successful  business  man,  though  filled  to 
repletion  with  activity  and  incident,  presents  fewer  salient  features  to  excite 
the  interest  of  the  general  reader  than  the  man  whose  place  in  the  public  eye 
has  been  won  through  the  glamour  and  display  of  military  or  political  achieve¬ 
ment.  But  to  acquire  distinction  or  great  prosperity  in  the  business  pursuits 
which  give  to  the  country  its  financial  strength  and  credit,  requires  ability  of 
as  high,  if  not  higher,  order  than  that  which  leads  to  victory  on  the  field  of 
battle.  This  will  be  readily  appreciated  by  all  who  tread  the  business  thorough¬ 
fare  of  trade.  Ordinarily,  merit  may  attain  a  respectable  position  and  enjoy 
a  moderate  competence,  but  to  spring  from  the  common  walks  of  life  to  a  con¬ 
spicuous  place  of  monetary  credit  and  power  can  only  be  the  fortune  of  a  rarely 
gifted  personage.  Eminent  business  talent  is  composed  of  a  combination  of 
high  mental  and  moral  attributes.  It  is  not  simply  energy  and  industry;  there 
must  be  sound  judgment,  breadth  of  capacity,  rapidity  of  thought,  justice  and 
firmness,  the  foresight  to  perceive  the  course  of  drifting  tides  of  business  and 
the  will  and  ability  to  control  them,  and,  withal,  a  collection  of  minor,  but 
important,  qualities  to  regulate  the  details  of  the  pursuits  Which  engage  at¬ 
tention.  Col.  Charles  W.  Bopp,  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Hawkeye,  Iowa,  affords  an  example  of  this  talent,  if  not  in  its  highest  develop- 
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ment,  yet  an  extraordinary  character,  and  notwithstanding  the  somewhat  lim¬ 
ited  theater  of  his  operations  he  has  achieved  a  reputation  which  places  him 
among  the  first  of  upper  Iowa’s  eminent  financiers  and  distinguished  business 
men. 

Colonel  Bopp  was  born  on  the  family  homestead  near  Hawkeye,  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  on  March  23,  1868,  and  he  grew  to  manhood  in  this  vicinity. 
After  finishing  the  usual  course  in  the  country  schools  he  attended  Ainsworth’s 
Academy  in  West  Union,  Iowa,  for  several  terms  and  later  spent  several  years 
in  the  Iowa  State  Normal  School  at  Cedar  Falls,  where  he  was  ever  studious 
and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  professors  of  the  college,  which  in  later 
years  proved  a  valuable  asset  to  him.  At  that  time  he  had  in  mind  the  career 
of  a  professional  teacher  and  took  an  active  interest  in  everything  pertaining 
to  school  work,  both  in  its  relation  to  the  pupils  and  the  parents. 

Thus  exceptionally  well  equipped  for  most  any  kind  of  a  career,  Charles 
W.  Bopp  began  life  by  teaching,  which  he  followed  with  remarkable  success 
for  a  period  of  seven  years  in  Fayette  county,  during  which  time  his  services 
were  in  great  demand,  he  being  popular  with  both  pupil  and  patron.  He  found 
his  experience  as  a  teacher  very  valuable  in  the  development  of  personal  self- 
control,  and  in  studying  human  nature,  in  its  many  sided  ways,  as  it  was 
presented  by  large  numbers  of  pupils;  these  lessons  were  valuable  in  all  his 
later  life  and  aided  greatly  in  the  success  of  his  business  career.  But  believing 
that  the  business  world  held  greater  opportunities  for  him,  and  that  his  talents 
lay  along  commercial  lines,  he  abandoned  the  school-room  and  in  August. 
1890.  became  associated  with  the  Cary  Safe  Company,  of  Buffalo,  New  York, 
as  a  traveling  salesman.  He  proved  to  be  a  phenomenal  success  as  a  sales 
agent,  and  by  dint  of  industry,  close  application  to  business,  and  by  applying 
the  rudiments  of  saving  inculcated  in  him  during  his  early  education,  he  saved 
considerable  money  and  was  regarded  by  the  firm  as  one  of  its  most  efficient 
and  trustworthy  employes. 

During  his  vacations  while  a  teacher,  the  subject  found  employment  in 
the  sale  of  subscription  books,  in  which  he  had  unusual  success  and  it  was 
while  he  was  showing  up  the  merits  of  one  of  the  books  that  he  atti  acted  the 
attention  of  president  H.  D.  Cary  of  the  Cary  Safe  Company,  who  insisted  on 
his  trying  the  larger  and  more  difficult  Work.  He  started  out  on  a  salary  of 
nine  hundred  dollars  per  year  and  expenses,  which  had  been  increased  before 
the  close  of  the  first  year  to  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  per  year  and 
expenses.  From  that  time  on  his  advancement  as  a  salesman  was  very  rapid, 
until  in  1900  his  company  made  the  claim  that  he  was  the  most  successful  safe 
salesman  in  the  world.  At  that  time  he  was  receiving  a  salary  of  seven  thou- 
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sand  two  hundred  dollars  per  year  and  all  expenses,  and  two  months  off  dur¬ 
ing  each  year.  However,  he  found  that  the  strain  was  telling  on  his  very 
strong  constitution  and  he  decided  to  gradually  go  out  of  the  work.  In  1898 
he  made  an  effort  to  enlist  in  the  Cuban  war,  but  Was  rejected  on  account  of  the 
loss  of  a  small  toe  from  an  accident  in  early  life. 

In  the  spring  of  1900,  in  company  with  his  brother,  J.  W.,  Colonel  Bopp 
went  to  Europe,  taking  the  southern  route  via  Gibraltar  and  Naples.  They 
made  a  leisurely  tour  of  all  the  countries  in  Europe  west  of  Turkey  and  Russia, 
excepting  Spain,  Norway  and  Sweden,  returning  home  late  in  the  fall  of  the 
year.  They  visited  all  the  capitals,  many  important  fortifications  and  nearly 
all  the  large  cities,  spending  a  month  in  Paris  during  the  time  of  the  exposition. 
They  also  visited  the  Passion  Play  at  Ober  Ammergau.  During  this  trip  Col. 
Bopp  had  an  unusual  opportunity  to  visit  the  art  galleries,  museums  and  places 
of  scenic  interest  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  the  trip  including  a  passage 
across  the  Alps  over  the  route  taken  by  Napoleon,  and  a  climb  to  very  near  the 
summit  of  Mt.  Blanc.  On  this  trip  Col.  Bopp  visited  the  birthplace  of  his 
parents  on  the-  Rhine.  He  also  spent  several  weeks  in  visiting  places  of  inter¬ 
est  along  that  historic  river.  His  parents  lived  in  the  village  where  Napoleon’s 
army  crossed  the  river  on  their  memorable  retreat  from  Moscow,  and  he  later 
spent  a  day  on  the  battle  field  of  Waterloo,  which  finished  up  the  military 
career  of  the  great  Napoleon,  whose  fortunes  Col.  Bopp’s  grandfather,  on  his 
father’s  side,  had  followed  for  eight  years,  in  almost  continuous  warfare.  Col. 
Bopp  is  a  born  traveler  and  has  a  very  great  faculty  for  getting  the  very  best 
out  of  a  trip,  and  his  first  tour  to  Europe  left  him  with  considerable  of  a  desire 
to  go  over  some  of  the  territory  a  second  time.  Accordingly,  in  1902,  the 
year  of  King  Edward’s  coronation,  he  made  a  second  trip  to  Great  Britain, 
spending-  a  couple  of  months  in  London  and  at  other  historic  points  and  wit¬ 
nessed  the  coronation  ceremonies.  After  the  London  festivities,  he  made  a 
second  tour  of  France,  Belgium  and  Holland,  and  also  visited  the  principal 
points  of  interest  in  Norway  and  Sweden,  including  a  trip  to  the  North  Cape, 
where  he  enjoyed  seeing  the  midnight  sun.  During  these  journeys,  he  made 
a  large  collection  of  paintings,  works  of  art,  with  photographs  and  views  of 
the  principal  places  he  visited.  He  was  a  careful  observer  and  from  the  store¬ 
house  of  his  recollection,  can  bring  up  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  con¬ 
versation  for  his  friends  at  any  time.  He  has  added  to  his  own  observations 
the  careful  reading  of  works  on  travel  by  others,  and  very  few  men  have  a 
more  comprehensive  knowledge  of  European  countries,  customs  and  condi¬ 
tions  than  he  has.  During  his  trips  in  Europe,  he  had  the  unusual  privileges 
of  going  through  the  national  banks  of  all  the  capitals  which  he  visited,  and 
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inspected  their  vault  work  and  their  means  for  the  protection  of  the  national 
funds  in  case  of  war.  These  visits  were  nearly  always  made  with  four  special 
guards,  a  turnkey  and  an  inteipieter,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  a  half  dozen  men 
in  all  America  have  ever  had  a  similar  privilege  and  experience.  He  has  a 
peculiar  faculty  of  mapping  out  matters  so  that  nothing  will  be  left  undone  to 
bring  about  the  results  he  wishes  to  attain.  This  faculty  was  a  great  help  to 
him  in  arranging  for  special  privileges,  during  his  travels,  both  in  this  country 
and  abroad.  In  other  words,  he  is  a  good  fighter,  not  disposed  to  be  put  off 
on  account  of  ceremony  or  special  privileges.  If  he  Wants  anything,  he  wants 
it,  and  generally  manages  to  get  it.  He  has  made  it  a  habit  all  his  life  of  doing 
thoroughly  whatever  he  took  up.  This  is  illustrated  in  a  measure  by  his 
standing  as  a  Mason.  After  joining  the  order,  he  was  not  satisfied  until  he 
had  gone  well  to  the  top,  and  for  a  good  many  years  has  been  a  thirty-second- 
degree  Mason.  He  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  was  instrumental  with  others 
in  building  a  hall  for  the  society  in  the  town  of  Hawkeye.  In  1898  he  donated 
to  the  town  of  Hawkeye  its  present  large,  well-equipped  public  library,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  books.  This  institution  is  now  well  established  and  has  a  laree 
and  intelligent  patronage,  and  is  being  added  to  all  the  time  in  the  way  of  new 
and  interesting  books.  This  library  has  a  regular  librarian  and  is  governed  by 
the  rules  and  regulations  applying  to  public  libraries.  It  is  a  great  credit  to 
the  town  and  is  the  only  public  library  in  any  city  or  town  in  the  county. 

In  1894  Colonel  Bopp,  with  his  brothers,  established  the  Bopp  Brothers 
State  Bank  of  Hawkeye,  Iowa,  with  a  capital  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars, 
which  they  later  converted  into  the  First  National  Bank  of  Hawkeye.  After 
traveling  in  practically  every  state  in  the  Union,  Col.  Bopp  resigned  his  posi¬ 
tion  with  the  Cary  Safe  Company  and  assumed  active  management  of  the 
bank,  in  1906,  and  under  his  direction  and  careful  management  it  has  become 
known  throughout  the  entire  country  as  “The  Bank  That  is  Doing  Things.” 
Its  officers  are  Charles  W.  Bopp,  president;  Will  E.  Bopp,  vice-president;  E. 
L.  Bopp,  cashier.  These  officers  seem  to  possess  excellent  business  acu¬ 
men  and  their  bank  is  one  of  the  safest  and  most  popular  of  this  section  of 
the  state.  After  building  a  handsome  brick  block  for  their  bank,  when  it  was 
established,  he,  with  his  brothers,  also  built  a  number  of  others  of  the  best 
brick  buildings  now  in  Hawkeye,  which  added  very  largely  to  the  upbuilding 
of  the  town.  He,  with  his  brothers,  have  done  more  for  the  upbuilding  of 
their  home  town  than  any  other  family  that  has  ever  lived  in  it.  They  have 
always  been  ready  with  time  and  money  for  every  public  enterprise  or  move¬ 
ment  for  the  betterment  of  its  business,  its  buildings,  or  its  management.  It 
is  not  often  that  a  man  with  Col.  Bopp’s  opportunities  and  accomplishments 
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is  willing-  to  settle  down  in  his  home  town  and  give  his  time  and  talents  for  its 
upbuilding  and  the  benefit  of  his  old  neighbors.  However,  he  is  philosophical 
about  his  life  habits  and  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  happiness  does  not 
consist  so  much  in  having  unduly  large  possessions  or  extraordinary  honors, 
but  that  it  consists  in  doing  well  the  work  which  conies  to  his  hands,  and  being 
satisfied  with  the  many  blessings  that  surround  us  all,  if  we  have  the  capacity 
to  see  them.  He  has  seen  the  best  advantages  any  state  in  the  Union  has  to 
offer,  and  has  a  personal  acquaintance  with  a  very  large  portion  of  its  public 
men,  particularly  those  of  the  West,  and  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
is  no  exceptional  honor  without  a  sense  of  great  responsibility  and  peisonal 
sacrifice  in  other  directions.  With  that  view  of  life,  he  aims  to  get  as  much 
good  out  of  each  day  as  good  health,  good  spirits  and  congenial  surroundings 
enable  him  to  enjoy.  For  many  years  he  has  taken  great  inteiest  in  politics 
from  the  standpoint  of  good  government  and  with  intelligent  interest  in  pub¬ 
lic  affairs,  which  should  be  a  part  of  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen.  He  has 
probably  known  more  of  the  public  men  of  Iowa  than  any  other  man  of  his 
age  who  has  ever  lived  in  the  state.  This  acquaintance  was  largely  acquired 
while  traveling  through  the  state  in  the  interest  of  the  Cary  Safe  Company. 
He  has  never  had  any  desire  for  office,  but  accepted  the  complimentary  posi¬ 
tion  of  aid-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  Governor  A.  B.  Cummins  of  Iowa  foi  six 
years,  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  He  has  visited  all  the  national  expositions 
in  this  country,  since  the  Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago,  and  is  tboi  oughly 
familiar  with  the  best  that  has  been  produced  in  this  and  other  countries. 

In  1904  Col.  Bopp  was  married  to  Elizabeth  L.  Miller,  a  lady  of  culture 
and  refinement,  formerly  of  West  Union,  Iowa,  being  a  representative  of  an 
excellent  old  family.  She  presides  over  her  beautiful  home  with  rare  grace 
and  dignity,  and,  like  her  husband,  is  popular  with  a  wide  circle  of  friends 
throughout  the  county.  Col.  Bopp  is  very  fond  of  children,  and  has 
been  a  great  favorite  of  the  little  ones  wherever  they  have  known 
him  all  his  lifetime.  He  has  always  been  ready  and  willing  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  their  pleasure  in  the  way  of  entertainment,  instruction  and 
amusement,  and  is  a  thorough  believer  in  the  best  possible  facilities  in 
every  public  school.  This  comes  in  part  from  his  training  and  experience 
as  a  teacher  and  in  part  from  his  sympathy  with  childien.  He  is  a  gieat  ad 
mirer  of  anything  which  is  artistic  and  111  all  his  undei takings,  in  the  way  of 
buildings  and  111  any  matter  of  public  improvement,  insists  that  the  element 
of  beauty  and  pleasing  outlines  are  as  impoitant  as  actual  utility.  Col.  Bopp 
is  also  a  considerable  writer  of  current  hteiatuie  and  has  piepaieJ  many  aiti- 
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cles  on  special  subjects  for  papers  and  magazines.  He  is  a  clear  and  very  force¬ 
ful  writer,  with  ideas  generally  in  advance  of  the  ordinary  citizen.  His  wide 
experience  and  observation  as  a  traveler  have  given  him  an  unusual  fund  of 
material  for  comparison  and  suggestion,  and  if  he  has  seen  anything  good  at 
some  other  point,  he  is  always  anxious  to  have  it  adopted  and  made  available 
in  his  local  surroundings.  He  is  rather  outspoken  in  his  manner  of  express¬ 
ing  himself,  and  has  small  patience  with  useless  ceremony  or  that  which  has 
no  real  merit  back  of  it.  He  gets  that  from  the  wholesome  teachings  of  his 
parents,  who  also  inculcated  his  habits  of  thrift  and  gave  him  a  boundless  en¬ 
ergy,  and  who  taught  him  that  only  the  good  and  useful  was  worthy  of  serious 
effort.  He  is  a  great  admirer  of  good  music  and  good  plays,  and  whenever 
possible  is  a  liberal  patron  of  first-class  talent  in  that  line.  He  enjoys  anything 
which  has  real  merit  and  is  good,  whether  it  is  along  his  own  particular  line  of 
activities  or  not. 

A  few  years  after  leaving  the  State  Normal  School  Col.  Bopp  had  the 
honor  of  being  referred  to  by  the  president  of  that  institution  as  one  of  the 
most  successful  and  enterprising  students  who  had  ever  gone  out  from  its 
classes,  and  he  has  been  known  by  every  public  man  in  Iowa  for  a  long  time 
as  one  of  the  most  successful  of  the  remarkable  family  of  Bopp  boys.  He  has 
a  wide  circle  of  friends  who  find  him  loyal  and  liberal,  and  is  a  good  illustra¬ 
tion  of  the  opportunities  afforded  to  the  boys  and  girls  of  this  county  if  they, 
have  energy  and  good  personal  habits.  He  has  always  been  in  the  habit  of 
doing  everything  he  had  before  him  in  a  thorough  and  systematic  way ;  when 
he  plowed  corn  or  made  hay  or  fed  stock  on  the  old  farm,  it  was  done  well ; 
when  he  was  in  school  and  depending  on  his  own  earnings  to  get  an  education, 
he  worked  hard  and  did  his  work  well ;  when  he  went  out  into  the  larger  field 
of  a  traveling  representative  for  a  large  house  to  carry  out  the  most  difficult 
line  of  salesmanship,  which  any  young  man  can  undertake,  he  did  his  work 
thoroughly  and  well.  As  a  traveler  under  varying  conditions,  he  observed 
everything  carefully  and  closely  with  no  waste  time,  and  this  habit  has  been 
characteristic  of  him  in  business,  in  politics  and  in  all  his  works  with  his  fellow 
citizens.  What  he  does  may  be  depended  upon  to  be  done  promptly,  thorough¬ 
ly  and  well,  and  is  an  excellent  example  of  a  successful  young  man  not  yet  in 
the  prime  of  life,  who  has  come  up  from  a  family  of  European  immigrants, 
settling  on  the  wild  and  cheerless  prairies  of  what  is  now  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
and  succeeding  against  many  adverse  circumstances,  by  the  teachings  of  his 
enterprising  and  economical  parents  and  his  own  boundless  energy  and  de¬ 
termination. 
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JOHN  BURNS  LINDSAY. 

This  old  and  esteemed  citizen  of  Fayette  county  is  a  native  of  Scotland 
and  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Jane  (Burns)  Lindsay,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1851  and  settled  in  Illinois,  removing  then  in  1854  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  locating  on  a  farm  two  miles  northeast  of  Waucoma,  in  Eden 
township,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days,  the  mother  dying  in 
1862,  the  father  in  1867,  both  having  reached  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 
By  occupation  Alexander  Lindsay  was  originally  a  soapmaker,  but  after  com¬ 
ing  to  this  country  he  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture  and  followed  the 
same  until  called  hence.  Fie  paid  four  hundred  dollars  for  his  eighty-acre 
farm  in  Eden  township,  and  later,  with  his  two  sons,  bought  one  hundred 
and  twenty  additional  acres  at  seven  dollars  per  acre,  this  land  at  the  time  of 
his  death  being  conservatively  valued  at  twenty  dollars  per  acre.  In  early 
life  he  was  a  Presbyterian  in  his  religious  belief,  but  became  a  Congregation- 
alist  and  as  such  was  an  active  and  influential  member  of  the  church  of  that 
denomination  in  Waucoma.  Alexander  and  Jane  Lindsay  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  all  born  in  Scotland  and  but  two  now  living.  Thomas,  the 
oldest  of  the  family,  was  accidentally  killed  in  a  saw-mill  which  he  was  oper¬ 
ating,  being  about  thirty  years  old  at  the  time.  Lillie  married  Andrew  Tait, 
and  has  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Husband,  living  in  Fayette  county.  Christina, 
who  became  the  wife  of  James  Scott,  remained  in  Scotland,  where  her  death 
occurred  some  years  ago.  Jane  died  in  childhood.  John  B.,  of  this  review, 
is  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  Alexander,  who  owned  a  farm  near  the  family 
homestead,  died  about  the  year  1880;  his  widow,  Margaret  (nee  Murray) 
Lindsay,  went  to  Texas  some  years  ago  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Houston, 
that  state.  Margaret,  wife  of  Ed  Munby,  died  fourteen  years  ago  in  this 
county.  William,  who  succeeded  to  the  old  homestead,  died  on  the  same  and 
his  daughter  now  owns  and  operates  the  farm.  Robert  A.,  the  youngest  of 
the  family  and  the  only  one  besides  the  subject  now  living,  was  an  early  mer¬ 
chant  of  McGregor,  but  for  some  years  past  has  made  his  home  in  the  city  of 
Waterloo. 

John  Burns  Lindsay  was  born  June  15,  1830,  in  Lancashire,  Scotland, 
and  in  1851  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  United  States,  spending  the  three 
years  ensuing  in  Illinois.  In  1854  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and 
purchased  an  eighty-acre  tract  in  Eden  township  adjoining  his  father’s  farm, 
the  land  consisting  of  timber  and  prairie,  for  which  he  paid  the  sum  of  seven 
dollars  per  acre.  Shortly  after  making  the  above  purchase  he  hired  by  the 
month  to  team  for  M.  B.  Early  &  Company,  of  Asbury,  who  at  that  time  were 
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engaged  in  freighting  goods  from  Dubuque  and  other  river  towns  to  various 
inland  points,  the  distance  from  the  former  city  being  one  hundred  miles  from 
McGregor,  and  Prairie  du  Chien,  about  fifty  miles.  He  drove  a  large  four- 
horse  wagon,  which  was  loaded  with  grain  or  produce  on  the  eastern  trip  and 
with  various  kinds  of  merchandise  on  the  return  trip.  The  firm  employed 
quite  a  number  of  men  and  teams,  doing  for  many  years  the  largest  business  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Lindsay  devoted  about  five  years  to  this 
kind  of  labor,  receiving  twenty-six  dollars  per  month,  which,  carefully  saved, 
enabled  him  to  stock  his  farm,  make  the  needed  improvements  and  otherwise 
prepare  for  his  subsequent  career  as  an  enterprising  and  successful  tiller  of  the 
soil. 

Severing  his  connection  with  his  employers  in  1862,  Mr.  Lindsay  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  that  year  to  Jane  Murray,  sister  of  Margaret  Murray,  the  occasion 
being  a  double  ceremony,  in  which  the  latter  was  also  united  in  matrimony. 
Mrs.  Lindsay’s  parents,  William  and  Margaret  (Orr)  Murray,  were  natives 
of  Scotland,  lint  many  years  ago  emigrated  to  Canada,  where  their  daughter 
Jane  was  born.  Subsequently,  sometime  in  the  fifties,  the  family  moved  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murray  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Lindsay  set  up  his  domestic  estab¬ 
lishment  on  the  land  which  he  had  formerly  purchased  and  in  due  time  had 
the  greater  part  of  his  farm  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation  and  otherwise  im¬ 
proved.  The  original  dwelling  has  since  been  remodeled  and  made  into  a 
very  comfortable  and  commodious  modern  residence,  and  additions  have  been 
made  to  the  farm  until  it  now  contains  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres  of 
fine  land.  In  many  respects  the  farm  is  a  model,  the  improvements  of  all 
kinds  being  first-class  and  in  excellent  repair,  the  soil  cultivated  to  its  full 
capacity,  and  the  condition  of  everything  on  the  premises  bespeaks  the  presence 
of  an  intelligent  and  progressive  farmer  who  believes  in  the  dignity  of  his  call¬ 
ing  and  makes  the  most  of  his  opportunities.  While  successful  in  the  matter 
of  tilling  the  soil  and  raising  of  large  crops  of  grain  and  vegetables,  Mr.  Lind¬ 
say  devoted  especial  attention  to  livestock,  from  the  sale  of  which  the  greater 
part  of  his  income  is  derived.  He  has  been  active  in  the  support  of  all  mea¬ 
sures  for  the  good  of  the  community  and,  being  one  of  the  oldest  citizens  of 
the  township  in  which  he  lives,  his  acquaintance  is  quite  large  and  his  name 
honored  wherever  known.  In  his  political  faith  he  is  a  Democrat  and  an 
earnest  supporter  of  the  principles  of  his  party,  though  by  no  means  narrow 
in  his  views,  being  always  ready  to  accord  the  same  right  of  opinion  to  others 
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that  he  claims  for  himself.  He  has  held  various  offices,  in  all  of  which  he  was 
faithful  to  his  trust  and  loyal  to  the  people  whom  he  served. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindsay  have  had  four  children :  Alexander,  who  is  in  the 
mail  service  at  Sioux  City;  Robert  Henry,  a  stockdealer  and  since  the  retire¬ 
ment  of  his  father  manager  of  the  home  farm;  Lillian,  wife  of  J.  Lockwood, 
a  carpenter  and  contractor  of  South  Dakota;  and  Clayton,  who  was  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  of  the  Iowa  State  University  in  1898,  and  im¬ 
mediately  thereafter  opened  an  office  and  engaged  in  the  practice  at  West 
Union.  He  entered  in  the  practice  of  his  life  work  under  most  favorable 
auspices,  but  what  promised  to  be  an  unusually  useful  and  brilliant  career 
was  terminated  by  the  ruthless  hand  of  death  on  September  2d  of  the  same 
year  in  which  he  completed  his  studies  and  engaged  in  the  practice. 


JOSEPH  A.  STANGELAND. 

The  traits  and  characteristics  which  are  necessary  for  success,  and 
which  are  invariably  found  in  the  study  of  the  character  of  a  man  who  has 
achieved  and  holds  a  prominent  place  in  any  community,  are  always  discov¬ 
ered  to  be  integrity,  intelligently  directed  energy,  thrift  and  continuous  effort. 
These  characteristics  are  found  in  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  these  he 
inherited  from  a  long  line  of  Norwegian  ancestors,  for,  while  a  native  of 
Dover  township,  he  is  of  Scandinavian  extraction,  his  parents  having  come 
to  this  country  from  Norway,  having  the  farsightedness  to  see  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  which  await  people  of  character  in  this  newer  world. 

Joseph  A.  Stangeland  was  born  in  Dover  township  on  May  17,  1874, 
his  parents  being  Andrew  K.  and  Gertrude  (Steensland)  Stangeland.  The 
father  was  born  in  Norway  in  1825,  being  the  son  of  Knudt  Stangeland. 
Although  educated  to  become  a  teacher,  he  decided  to  pursue  fortune  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic  rather  than  to  follow  that  profession.  He  arrived 
in  Canada  in  1853  and  located  there,  only  temporarily,  however,  for  in  that 
part  of  the  continent  he  did  not  find  the  opportunities  he  sought,  and  came  to 
Iowa,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Dover  township,  Fayette  county,  where  he 
purchased  ninety  acres  of  land.  On  this  tract  he  erected  many  improvements 
and  here  he  made  his  home  until  his  death.  The  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  review  was  born  in  Norway  in  1834.  In  1850  she  came  with  her  parents 
to  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa,  where  they  remained  but  one  year,  at  the  end 
of  that  period  locating  on  a  farm  in  Dover  township,  where  they  took  up 
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their  residence.  Here  her  mother  passed  on  to  the  better  world.  Her  father, 
after  remarriage,  returned  to  Winneshiek  county.  The  parents  of  Joseph 
A.  Stangeland  were  blessed  with  nine  children,  and  they  were,  Christina, 
who  is  no  longer  among  the  living;  Isabel;  Anna;  Claus,  who  is  now  deceased; 
Samuel;  Emilia,  who  has  passed  beyond;  Thomas,  also  deceased;  Joseph, 
and  John.  I  he  family  are  Lutherans,  and  were  excellent  people,  whom  every¬ 
body  admired  and  respected. 

Joseph  A.  Stangeland  received  his  education  in  the  school  near  his  home 
and  remained  with  his  father,  assisting  him  in  his  successful  endeavors  on 
the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  there  received  the  les¬ 
sons  in  intelligent  effort  and  perseverance  which  mark  the  progress  of  every 
man  in  any  calling.  In  1899  he  bought  eighty  acres  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  Dover  township,  where  he  has  since  lived.  This  farm  he  has  greatly 
improved,  having  a  pleasant  and  decidedly  comfortable  home  and  many  new 
and  excellent  buildings. 

In  1904  Mr.  Stangeland  was  married  to  Emma  Ivloster,  a  native  of 
Dover  township,  her  parents  being  Andrew  and  Enger  (Quale)  Ivloster,  who 
both  came  to  America  while  in  their  youth.  Mr.  Quale  was  born  in  1847  a«d 
reached  America  in  1855  and  witL  his  parents  came  to  Dover  township.  Mrs. 
Quale,  who  was  born  in  1 85 5 »  had  the  courage  and  trepidity  to  cross  the 
ocean  alone  in  1871,  and  alone  to  seek  her  fortune,  and  the  truth  that  for 
those  of  such  courage  success  is  always  assured  has  been  demonstrated  in  her 
experience. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stangeland  has  been  born  a  son,  whom  they  have 
named  Thomas  Adolph.  They  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Mr. 
Stangeland  is  a  Republican,  and  has  held  the  office  of  township  assessor  since 

1902. 


E.  A.  MABON. 

The  two  most  strongly  marked  characteristics  of  both  the  east  and  the 
west  are  combined  in  the  residents  of  the  section  of  country  of  which  this  vol¬ 
ume  treats.  The  enthusiastic  enterprise  which  overleaps  all  obstacles  and 
makes  possible  almost  any  undertaking  in  the  comparatively  newr  and  vigorous 
western  states  is  here  tempered  by  the  stable  and  more  careful  policy  that  we 
have  borrowed  from  our  eastern  neighbors,  and  the  combination  is  one  of 
peculiar  force  and  power.  It  has  been  the  means  of  placing  this  section  of 
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the  country  on  a  par  with  the  older  east,  at  the  same  time  producing  a  reliabil¬ 
ity  and  certainty  in  business  affairs  'which  is  frequently  lacking  in  the  west. 
This  happy  combination  of  characteristics  is  possessed  by  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  E.  A.  Mabon,  a  leading  citizen  and  successful  business  man  of  Ran- 
dalia,  Fayette  county. 

Mr.  Mabon  was  born  in  Kane  county,  Illinois,  on  September  13,  1867, 
and  is  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Augusta  (Howard)  Mabon.  The  subject’s 
parents  came  from  Illinois  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  1869,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Center  township,  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Randalia.  He  is  still 
living  in  this  vicinity  and  has  long  occupied  an  enviable  standing  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  being  a  man  of  unquestioned  integrity  of  character  and  genuine 
worth.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  while  his  fraternal  relations  are  with 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  three  children,  two  of  whom  are 
living.  Mrs.  Mabon  died  in  1887  and  subsequently  Mr.  Mabon  married  Mrs. 
Jessie  Averill,  and  they  have  one  son. 

E.  A.  Mabon  was  reared  on  the  paternal  farmstead  and  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood.  On  attaining 
mature  years  he  began  business  on  his  own  account,  engaging  in  the  live¬ 
stock  business,  and  as  a  stock  buyer  he  has  been  eminently  successful,  having 
been  so  engaged  for  twenty-two  years.  He  was  at  Hawkeye  for  three  years, 
but  in  1892  he  came  to  Randalia  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land.  Here 
he  erected  a  fine  residence  and  has  made  many  other  permanent  and  sub¬ 
stantial  improvements,  bringing  the  place  up  to  a  high  standard  of  efficiency. 
The  present  farm  comprises  two  hundred  acres,  much  of  which  is  in  cultiva¬ 
tion,  but  Mr.  Mabon  now,  as  formerly,  devotes  the  major  part  of  his  time 
to  the  stock  business.  He  has  been  wide-awake  to  the  best  interests  of  his 
community  and  took  a  leading  part  in  the  organization  of  the  Randalia 
Savings  Bank,  which  was  effected  on  July  20,  1908.  Mr.  Mabon  was  elected 
president  of  the  new  institution  and  is.  the  present  incumbent,  much  of  the 
bank’s  success  being  due  to  his  influence  and  business  judgment.  He  is  also 
a  stockholder  in  the  Randalia  Creamery  Company.  He  is  a  man  of  broad 
and  comprehensive  ideas  and  his  business  judgment  is  valued  by  those  who 
are  associated  with  him.  Because  of  his  ability,  his  genial  disposition  and 
his  high  personal  character,  he  enjoys  to  a  marked  degree  the  good  will  and 
respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

Politically,  Mr.  Mabon  gives  an  earnest  support  to  the  Republican  party, 
in  the  success  of  which  he  is  deeply  interested.  His  fraternal  relations 
are  with  Randalia  Lodge,  No.  177,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
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while  religiously,  he  renders  a  generous  support  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

On  April  7,  1892,  Mr.  Mabon  was  united  in  marriage  to  Minnie  Van 
Bogart,  a  native  of  Fayette  county  and  the  daughter  of  Frank  and*  Amelia 
(Tromblee)  Van  Bogart.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  New  York  state. 
Mrs.  Van  Bogart  died  on  September  1,  1886,  and  Mr.  Van  Bogart  now  re¬ 
sides  at  Hawkeye,  this  county.  To  the  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  born 
one  child,  Sybil  Adel,  her  natal  day  having  been  August  3,  1902. 


CHARLES  R.  CARPENTER. 

A  well  known  and  progressive  business  man  of  Fayette  and  one  who 
has  proven  himself  worthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  men 
is  Charles  R.  Carpenter,  a  descendant  of  an  excellent  old  family,  his  birth  oc¬ 
curring  in  Buchanan  county,  near  Buffalo  Grove,  Iowa,  June  16,  1866.  He 
is  the  son  of  Lorin  D.  and  Mary  (Andrews)  Carpenter,  the  former  a  native 
of  Trenton  Falls,  New  Jersey,  and  the  latter  of  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  Carpenter’s  maternal  grandmother  was  Margaret  (Welch)  Andrews, 
a  native  of  Maine.  This  family  goes  back  to  Irish  stock  on  the  mother’s 
side,  Matthew  Andrews,  the  subject’s  maternal  grandfather,  having  come  to 
America  from  Castletown,  Ireland,  his  descendants  now  being  scattered 
throughout  the  country  and  are  prominent  in  their  respective  communities. 
Of  equally  influential  New  England  stock  comes  the  Carpenter  branch  of  the 
family,  Loren  D.  Carpenter  being  the  son  of  Bradford  Carpenter,  a  native 
of  Vermont.  The  mother  of  the  former  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as 
Laura  Jones,  also  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain  state;  she  was  descended 
from  Welsh  parentage. 

Charles  R.  Carpenter  spent  his  early  boyhood  'days  at  Buffalo  Grove, 
Iowa,  remaining  there  until  1877,  when  the  family  moved  to  Brush  Creek, 
now  Arlington.  His  father  operated  a  foundry  and  general  machine  shop 
at  Brush  Creek,  he  being  an  expert  in  this  line  and  he  was  very  successful  in 
the  same,  building  up  an  extensive  business  there  and  turning  out  first  class 
work.  His  death  occurred  in  February,  1887;  then  his  son,  Charles  R.,  went 
to  Fayette,  Iowa,  to  make  his  home.  In  1888  his  mother  also  came  there 
to  live.  Mr.  Carpenter  had  received  a  good  education  in  the  local  schools, 
having  applied  himself  very  carefully  to  his  text  books  with  the  view  of  enter¬ 
ing  the  business  world,  and,  being  both  ambitious  and  capable,  he  made  rapid 
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progress  from  the  first  and  is  now  enjoying  the  large  success  that  always  comes 
to  rightly  applied  effort.  When  he  came  to  Fayette  he  took  a  position  as 
cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Fayette,  which  position  he  retained  when  it  was  made 
a  state  bank,  and  still  holds  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  both  stockholders 
and  patrons,  being  well  equipped  in  every  respect  for  the  position,  observant, 
well  posted  on  modern  business  methods  and  courteous  to  all,  besides  bearing 
a  reputation  that  is  above  reproach.  When  he  came  to  this  bank  in  1887 
there  was  only  about  twenty  thousand  dollars  on  deposit,  but  the  affairs  of  the 
institution  have  been  so  well  managed  and  its  prestige  has  so  rapidly  over¬ 
spread  the  entire  locality  that  the  deposits  are  now  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars  and  it  is  universally  regarded  as  one  of  the  soundest 
institutions  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Carpenter’s  domestic  life  began  in  1892,  when  he  married  Gertrude 
Whitney,  the  talented  daughter  of  the  late  William  A.  Whitney,  of  West 
Union,  Iowa,  where  this  family  has  long  been  prominent  and  where  Mrs. 
Carpenter  grew  to  maturity  and  was  educated. 

Mr.  Carpenter  is  a  member  and  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  at  Fayette,  while  his  wife  holds  to  the  Baptist  faith.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  the  former  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  the  Pleiades  Lodge  at  Fayette. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  while  he  takes  an  active  interest  in  local 
party  affairs,  being  Usually  a  conspicuous  figure  in  conventions,  he  is  not 
himself  an  aspirant  to  official  honors,  preferring  to  devote  his  attention  ex¬ 
clusively  to  business  affairs ;  however,  his  support  can  always  be  depended 
upon  in  furthering  any  movement  looking  to  the  development  of  Fayette 
county.  He  has  held  some  local  offices,  such  as  treasurer  of  Fayette  and  also 
treasurer  of  Fayette  schools.  Personally,  he  is  of  pleasing  address,  always 
friendly  and  cheerful,  but  quiet  and  unassuming,  a  man  whom  everybody 
likes  and  trusts. 


PETER  WOLFS. 

Prominently  identified  with  farming  and  stock  raising,  two  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  industries  of  Fayette  county,  is  Peter  Wolfs,  who  was  born  in  Dover 
township,  this  county,  on  the  Wolfs  homestead,  on  February  22,  1864,  and, 
while  yet  a  comparatively  young  man,  he  has  been  very  successful.  He  was 
reared  on  his  father’s  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Dover 
township.  He  is  of  German  descent,  his  father,  M.  J.  Wolfs,  having  been 
born  in  Germany  in  the  year  1821.  He,  like  many  other  enterprising  men 
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of  his  country,  saw  opportunities  in  America  and  emigrated  here,  settling 
in  Fayette  county.  From  his  father,  Mr.  Wolfs  inherited  those  Teutonic 
qualities  which  the  German  settlers  have  almost  invariably  possessed  and 
which  have  made  the  so-called  German  element  of  such  great  value  in  the 
agricultural  and  industrial  development  of  this  country.  In  1862  his  father 
married  Helena  Helgerson,  who  was  born  in  Norway  in  1834,  and  from 
her  also  the  subject  of  this  sketch  inherited  that  fitting  sense  of  thrift  and 
wise  management  which  are  necessary  for  the  accumulation  of  a  fortune.  To 
this  couple  ten  children  were  born,  six  boys  and  four  girls,  and  all  are  still 
living:  Joseph,  who  has  made  his  home  in  Portland,  Oregon,  for  the  past 
twenty  years  and  is  captain  of  one  of  the  large  steamboats  which  ply  on  the 
Columbia  river;  Peter,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Bertha,  who  has  married 
and  lives  in  Winneshiek  county,  with  a  family  of  three  children ;  Anna,  who 
is  also  married,  living  now  in  Dover  township,  and  who  is  the  mother  of 
seven  children;  Emilia  is  married  and  has  three  children;  Michael,  who  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Winnebago  county  and  is  married,  having  three  chil¬ 
dren;  Lewis  H.,  who  is  married,  and  to  whom  three  children  have  been  born, 
lives  in  Dover  township;  Henry  J.,  who  lives  at  home,  is  married;  Johanna 
Elizabeth,  who  has  remained  at  home,  giving  assistance  to  her  mother,  and 
John  C.,  who  is  a  farmer.  M.  J.  Wolfs,  the  father,  came  to  America  in  1851, 
and  first  went  into  Missouri.  He  worked  on  the  construction  of  the  first  rail¬ 
road  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  in  1853  he  decided  to  make  his  home 
in  Dover  township,  Fayette  county,  where  he  purchased  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  built  a  substantial  dwelling  house  and  other 
buildings,  and  put  in  important  improvements.  He  lived  on  this  farm  until 
his  death,  on  June  21,  1908.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church.  He 
was  actively  engaged  in  local  politics,  having  been  assessor  for  thirteen 
years,  also  holding  other  local  offices. 

Peter  Wolfs  was  educated  at  the  home  school  and  remained  with  his 
father  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  when  he  married  and  bought  a 
fine  farm  of  eighty  acres,  to  which  he  has  since  added  eighty  acres,  making  a 
splendid  farm,  on  which  he  has  placed  all  modern  improvements,  and  which 
is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  with  new  and  excellent  buildings,  thus 
taking  every  precaution  to  see  that  his  general  farming  and  stock  raising 
business  is  conducted  along  the  most  up-to-date  lines  and  to  show  the  best 
results. 

Politically,  Mr.  Wolfs  is  a  Republican  and  has  been  fairly  active  in  local 
politics,  and,  in  addition  to  holding  the  office  of  township  clerk  for  ten  years, 
has  held  a  number  of  school  offices. 
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In  1888  Mr.  Wolfs  was  married  to  Carrie  Nesvik,  of  Winneshiek  county, 
and  the  following  children  were  born  to  them  :  Helena,  now  deceased ;  Anna 
Helena,  Josa  Paulina,  and  Peter  Cornel,  who  has  since  passed  away.  Mrs. 
Wolfs  died  on  August  30,  1894,  and  Mr.  Wolfs  remarried  on  April  2, 
1899,  entering  into  the  marriage  estate  with  Barbara  Olson,  a  native  of 
Fayette  county.  One  child  was  born  to  them,  Selmer  Merl  Oliver.  Mr. 
Wolfs  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church. 


LORENZO  DUTTON. 

Lorenzo  Dutton  was  born  February  28,  1826,  in  Meredith,  Delaware 
county,  New  York,  the  son  of  Oliver  and  Polly  (Jones)  Dutton.  His  mother 
was  a  native  of  Long  Island,  his  father  of  Connecticut.  His  father  was  a 
farmer  and  came  west  first  on  a  visit  in  1858,  then  returned  to  his  old  New 
York  home,  but  in  1877  came  back  to  Fayette  county  and  lived  with  Lorenzo 
until  his  death,  in  1885.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  of  the  war 
of  1812.  Lorenzo  was  the  second  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  lived  to 
maturity.  He  was  educated  in  a  private  school  in  Meredith,  attending  school 
in  winter  and  farming  in  summer.  When  nineteen,  he  was  working  for  his 
uncle,  and  was  called  out  one  night  to  defend  the  community  against  anti¬ 
renters,  who  had  terrified  the  citizens,  and  remained  on  duty  about  two 
weeks.  Then  he  went  to  Steuben  county  and  worked  in  the  fields  in  summer 
and  in  the  woods  in  winter,  remaining  there  two  years  before  returning  home, 
in  March,  1848.  In  May,  1848,  he,  with  Henry  and  Charles  Jones,  William 
Blanchard  and  W.  W.  Bailey,  started  west  from  Utica,  where  they  took  the 
train  to  Buffalo,  then  went  by  boat  to  Chicago.  Then  there  were  no  railroads 
west  of  Chicago,  so  they  stayed  there  a  while,  then  walked  to  Beloit,  then 
rode  with  teamsters  to  Galena,  and  from  there  went  to  Sand  Prairie  where 
they  hired  as  hay  hands.  In  July  they  started  on  foot  to  the  Turkey  River 
country,  and  passing  through  Dubuque  and  Colesburg,  came  to  Elkader. 
There  the  first  grist  mill  was  being  put  up  by  Thompson,  Sage  and  Davis, 
who  told  Mr.  Dutton  and  his  companions  of  the  prairie  northeast  of  West 
Union,  and  said  that  there  was  one  shanty  already  put  up  there.  They  started 
there  on  foot  the  next  day  with  a  few  provisions,  struck  a  military  road,  fol¬ 
lowed  it  to  where  Ed.  Heiserman  now  lives  and  there  ate  the  last  of  their 
food.  Though  each  had  a  gun,  game  was  very  wild.  A  man  came  along 
with  a  team  going  to  Old  Mission  to  harvest,  and  they  all  went  there  with 
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him  and  stayed  over  night,  got  some  provisions  and  started  back  to  the  prairie 
mentioned.  T  hat  night  they  slept  in  Indian  wigwams.  They  looked  around 
east  of  West  Union,  then  followed  the  track  to  the  breaking  and  cabin,  which 
consisted  of  four  forks  covered  with  basswood,  with  room  for  only  two,  and 
two  men  were  already  in  it.  They  had  an  ax  and  tools.  As  it  was  raining, 
the  travelers  built  a  fire  to  get  dry.  The  next  morning  most  of  them  were 
sick.  They  started  on  in  a  northeast  direction  and  about  noon  reached  the 
place  where  Mr.  Dutton’s  farm  house  now  stands.  Here  they  finished  their 
provisions,  with  the  exception  of  one  slice  of  bread.  They  then  went  through 
the  timber  to  a  point  eight  miles  above  Elkacler,  remained  out  all  night,  and 
the  next  day  found  a  settler  and  dealer  with  the  Indians,  Wanser  by  name. 
Then  Mr.  Dutton  and  Henry  Jones  went  to  Sodom,  Gomorrah,  and  other 
places  in  Clayton  county,  then  back  to  Elkader.  Jack  Thompson,  the  miller, 
and  Carlton  took  Mr.  Dutton  to  look  over  the  Fayette  county  land  again,  and 
he  and  the  Joneses  decided  to  settle  here.  So  they  went  to  Sand  Prairie  and 
bought  provisions,  a  wagon,  plow,  pitchfork,  hoe  and  scythe,  also  three  yoke 
of  oxen,  and  started  for  the  prairie,  stopping  at  Elkader  to  buy  a  little  lumber, 
and  arrived  at  the  place  September  11,  1848.  They  set  up  forks  and  with  the 
lumber  made  a  shanty,  thatching  the  roof.  They  discovered  a  number  of  bee 
trees  and  lived  on  “slapjacks”  and  honey.  They  cut  hay  and  stacked  it  and 
Jones,  who  had  been  west  before,  said  they  ought  to  burn  around  the  cabin. 
They  tried  this  and  the  wind  changed  and  burned  the  shanty  down  and  also 
burnt  the  haystacks.  They  hauled  logs  and  built  another  shanty.  On  Novem¬ 
ber  2d  and  3d  eighteen  inches  of  snow  fell  and  the  snow  stayed  on  until  April. 
They  had  no  shelter  for  the  oxen  and  turned  them  out  for  exercise.  Jones 
started  after  the  oxen  one  night  and  never  got  back  until  morning.  Mr. 
Dutton  started  out  the  next  morning,  hunted  them  all  day,  and  returned  with¬ 
out  cattle,  but  with  frozen  feet.  He  went  on  his  hands  and  knees  for  two 
weeks  and  did  not  entirely  recover  until  1896.  Henry  Smith’s  boys  found 
the  cattle  about  a  week  later  and  returned  them.  One  went  past  the  yard  and 
on  to  Elgin.  Once  during  the  winter  Henry  Jones  went  to  Old  Mission  to 
buy  corn,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Dutton  took  the  oxen  and  home-made  sled  and 
went  after  corn.  The  other  Jones  was  then  in  Clayton  county.  There  was 
a  man  near  who  had  hay,  so  they  took  the  cattle  there,  where  two  of  them 
starved  to  death.  January  1st  Mr.  Downey,  who  lived  where  the  breaking 
was,  came  to  cut  logs,  stopped  over  night  with  the  boys  and  left  a  barrel  of 
flour.  In  the  spring  Mr.  Dutton  broke  ten  acres  on  his  claim  and  put  in 
winter  wheat.  The  crop  was  a  failure,  but  they  cut  it  and  threshed  with  a 
traveling  thresher.  One  day  he  was  hunting  bee  trees  and  found  Dutton’s 
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cave,  in  which  he  killed  eighteen  rattlesnakes.  In  the  fall  of  1849  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Steuben  county,  New  York,  and  married  Malinda  A.  Hawley,  re¬ 
turning  to  Iowa  the  next  May.  He  farmed  with  Henry  Jones  that  summer 
and  then  dissolved  partnership.  Jones  was  afterwards  county  surveyor. 
Mr.  Dutton  had  settled  in  section  3,  on  a  three  hundred  and  twenty-acre 
claim,  but  a  friend  entered  part  of  it  and  he  lost  it.  He  got  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  acres  and  forty  acres  school  section.  That  fall  he  went  to  Du¬ 
buque  and  got  a  land  warrant  on  the  eighty-five  acres  north  of  his  claim.  This 
was  in  timber  and  he  cleared  it. .  He  had  traded  the  school  land  for  the 
building  of  a  house  in  1858.  He  lived  here  until  he  came  to  West  Union  in 
1896.  While  on  the  farm  he  raised  a  great  many  hogs,  first  raising  Chester 
Whites,  later  changing  to  Poland-Chinas.  In  1853  he  had  bad  luck.  He 
had  bought  a  team  of  horses  and  put  them  on  a  threshing  machine ;  the 
thunder  scared  them,  and  one  of  them  ran  his  foot  under  the  tumbling  rods 
and  broke  his  leg. .  At  this  time  he  had  one  cow  and  had  raised  a  calf  to  be 
two  years  old,  when  it  died,  probably  killed  by  lightning. 

Mr.  Dutton  is  the  father  of  the  following  children  by  his  first  wife,  who 
died  October  1,  1868:  Lily  F.,  born  May  5,  1851;  Carrie  H.,  now  Mrs. 
Hackett,  born  December,  1855;  and  Elsie  Mabel,  deceased,  born  June,  1857. 
Mr.  Dutton  was  married  on  October  5,  1881,  to  Mrs.  Christ  Verity,  who  was 
Sarah  Ann  Preston.  Mrs.  Dutton  is  a  Methodist,  while  Mr.  Dutton  is  a 
Christian  in  belief;  he  helped  organize  the  Baptist  church  of  West  Union  in 
1852,  and  took  an  active  part  in  church  work  for  some  time.  He  voted  for 
Fremont  and  has  since  been  a  member  of  Fremont's  party.  His  first  vote 
would  have  been  cast  for  Taylor  in  1848,  but  he  was  snowed  up  and  could 
not  go  to  the  polls.  Mr.  Dutton  is  one  of  the  oldest  men  now  living  in  the 
county  and  his  experiences  in  the  times  ’when  the  country  was  new  are  ex¬ 
tremely  interesting.  He  is  a  splendid  example  of  the  type  of  men  who  con¬ 
quered  the  wild  country  and  made  it  the  productive  region  that  it  is  now. 


HOLVER  H.  PAULSON. 

The  methods  of  making  money  are  not  confined  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil  merely,  nor  to  the  rearing  of  superior  grades  of  stock,  although  both  of 
these  are  of  the  first  importance  and  in  both  H.  H.  Paulson,  owner  of  the 
beautiful  “Spring  Valley  Stock  Farm,”  near  Ossian,  Fayette  county,  has  won 
marked  success  and  thereby  become  one  of  the  county’s  substantial,  influen- 
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tial  and  representative  citizens,  but  the  leading  farmers  and  business  men  of 
today  are  also  always  on  the  alert  for  various  opportunities  in  trading  and 
investment.  One  of  the  modern  memof  affairs  in  every  respect  who  leaves  no 
stone  unturned  whereby  he  may  earn  an  honest  dollar  is  the  gentleman  men¬ 
tioned  above. 

Mr.  Paulson  was  born  in  Dover  township,  this  county,  December  31, 
1866,  on  the  farm  he  now  owns,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Holver  Paulson  Berkey 
and  Bertha  Berkey,  both  natives  of  Norway,  where  they  grew  to  maturity, 
were  educated  and  married,  and  from  which  country  they  came  to  America 
in  1848,  locating  in  Wisconsin,  where  they  remained  two  years.  In  1850  they 
came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  on  the  farm  where  the  subject  now 
resides,  part  of  this  land  having  been  obtained  by  them  from  the  government, 
the  place  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres,  including  timber 
land.  The  father  was  a  hard  worker  and  he  at  once  began  clearing  the  place, 
living  for  some  time  in  a  “dug-out,”  in  typical  pioneer  style;  but  in  due 
course  of  time  he  had  a  comfortable  home  and  an  excellent  farm.  When 
Mr.  Berkey  landed  in  America  with  his  wife  and  three  children  he  had  the 
sum  of  fifty  cents,  but  be  was  one  of  those  strong  characters  who  never 
know  the  meaning  of  defeat  and  he  finally  succeeded  in  laying  by  quite  a 
competency.  While  living  in  Wisconsin  he  worked  for  ten  dollars  per  month 
until  he  could  get  a  start.  He  later  built  a  log  house  and  lived  in  that  until 
1868  when  he  erected  the  substantial  brick  house  where  the  subject  now  re¬ 
sides  and  here  the  father  lived  until  his  death.  His  family  consisted  of  eleven 
children,  five  of  whom  died  when  young,  the  other  six  reaching  maturity. 
The  father  was  a  member  of  the  Hauges  Senate  church  and  in  politics  a  Re¬ 
publican.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Hauges  church  in  this  country 
and  was  very  active  in  its  affairs.  He  served  his  township  as  trustee  and 
was  school  director  for  a  number  of  years.  From  1875  to  1881  he  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Ossian,  Winneshiek  county,  except  a  short  time 
on  the  farm.  He  was  an  honest,  industrious  man  whom  his  neighbors  highly 
respected. 

H.  H.  Paulson  (the  difference  in  name  of  Mr.  Paulson  and  that  of  his 
father  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  often  the  Sandinavians  change  their 
name  in  this  country)  received  a  liberal  education,  having  attended  the 
common  schools  at  Ossian  when  his  father  was  in  business  there;  he  also 
went  to  the  district  schools  near  the  home  farm,  and  later  took  a  course  in 
Ainsworth  Academy.  He  purchased  the  home  place  in  1887,  buying  the  tim¬ 
ber  land  and  all  of  his  mother,  and  this  has  continued  to  be  his  home  to  the 
present  time.  He  has  added  many  valuable  improvements  to  the  place  and 


666 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


placed  it  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Stock  raising  has  occupied  his 
attention  to  a  considerable  extent  for  several  years.  He  always  keeps  a  good 
grade  of  various  kinds  of  livestock,  especially  full-blooded  Durham  Short¬ 
horn  cattle  and  Poland  China  hogs,  also  Norman  and  Clydesdale  horses,  and, 
as  already  indicated,  his  fine  place  is  known  as  the  “Spring  Valley  Stock 
Farm,”  there  being  no  more  attractive  farm  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He 
has  also  invested  a  thousand  dollars  in  the  Florida  Timber  Land  Company, 
representing  an  interest  in  one  thousand  acres  of  land. 

Mr.  Paulson  was  married  on  September  14,  1898,  to  Agatha  Tinder- 
holt,  who  was  born  in  Dover  township,  the  daughter  of  Sorn  and  Martha 
(Storghuge)  Tinderholt,  both  born  in  Norway,  the  father  having  come  to 
America  when  seven  years  of  age  with  his  father,  who  located  in  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  later  came  to  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa,  where  he  bought  land  and  there 
he  still  lives.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Paulson  came  to  America  with  her  par¬ 
ents,  who  settled  in  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paulson  the 
following  children  have  been  born :  Martha  Henrietta,  Harry  Adrian  and 
Elmer  Barnard. 

Mr.  Paulson  is  a  member  of  the  Hauges  church,  while  Mrs.  Paulson  and 
her  people  are  members  of  the  Norwegian  Senate  church.  Mr.  Paulson  is  a 
Republican  in  politics.  He  is  now  school  treasurer  and  township  trustee.  He 
was  formerly  secretary  of  the  local  school  board  and  he  is  now  treasurer  of 
the  same.  He  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  trustee  of  this  township. 
He  takes  much  interest  in  the  advancement  of  his  community  and  county 
and  he  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  this  part  of  the  county. 


CHARLES  O.  FOTHERGILL,  M.  D. 

In  analyzing  the  career  of  the  successful  practitioner  of  the  healing  art 
it  will  be  invariably  found  to  be  true  that  a  broad-minded  sympathy  with  the 
sick  and  suffering  and  an  honest,  earnest  desire  to  aid  his  afflicted  fellow  men 
have  gone  hand  in  hand  with  skill  and  able  judgment.  The  gentleman  to 
whom  this  brief  tribute  is  given  fortunately  embodies  these  necessary  quali¬ 
fications  in  a  marked  degree  and  by  energy  and  application  to  his  professional 
duties  is  building  up  an  enviable  reputation  and  drawing  to  himself  a  large 
and  remunerative  patronage. 

Dr.  Charles  O.  Fothergill  is  a  native  of  the  county  in  which  he  now 
lives,  having  been  born  at  West  Union,  Iowa,  on  the  8th  day  of  March,  1864. 
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He  is  the  son  of  Rev.  Enoch  and  Lydia  (Wade)  Fothergill,  the  former  of 
English  and  the  latter  of  Welsh  ancestry.  Rev.  Enoch  Fothergill  was  born 
in  Marion  county,  Ohio,  October  13,  1823,  and  in  his  early  days  became  a 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  but  a  few  years  later  he  changed 
his  membership  to  the  United  Brethren  church,  with  which  he  afterwards 
remained  affiliated.  He  moved  from  Ohio  to  Lagrange  county,  Indiana, 
where  he  married  in  1843  and  in  1847  he  located  in  Dubuque  county,  Iowa. 
He  remained  there  until  about  1858,  when  he  came  to  West  Union,  Fayette 
county.  He  was  devoted  to  his  church  and  gave  to  it  all  of  his  attention 
that  could  be  spared  from  his  daily  labor,  being  one  of  the  best  known  church 
men  in  the  county.  His  death  occurred  November  14,  1894.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lydia  Wade,  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  by  her 
union  with  Enoch  Fothergill  she  became  the  mother  of  eight  children,  four 
of  whom  are  living,  Charles  O.,  Samuel,  Joseph  and  Mrs.  Anna  L.  Hotchkiss, 
the  others  having  died  in  infancy. 

Charles  O.  Fothergill  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  public 
schools  at  West  Union,  supplementing  this  by  attendance  at  a  school  at  Beat¬ 
rice,  Nebraska.  Having  decided  to  make  the  practice  of  medicine  his  life 
work,  the  subject  then  matriculated  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1890.  He  then  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Kansas,  but  a  year  and  a  half  later  he  went  to  Culbertson, 
Nebraska,  where  he  remained  four  years,  and  at  each  of  these  places  he 
served  in  official  capacity  as  coroner.  In  1894  Doctor  Fothergill  came  to 
Elgin,  Iowa,  and  has  since  remained  here  in  the  active  practice,  in  which  he 
has  met  with  splendid  success.  He  keeps  in  close  touch  with  the  latest  ad¬ 
vances  made  in  the  healing  art,  an  evidence  of  this  being  that  since  entering 
upon  the  practice  he  returned  to  college  for  post-graduate  work,  from  a  desire 
to  perfect  himself  in  his  profession.  He  enjoys  a  large  and  constantly  in¬ 
creasing  practice,  being  now  numbered  among  the  leading  physicians  of  this 
part  of  the  county. 

On  January  15,  1885,  Doctor  Fothergill  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Elizabeth  H.  Chase,  of  Motor,  Kansas,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Chase. 
She  was  born  in  Canada  and  her  family  are  all  Quakers  in  religious  belief. 
To  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Fothergill  have  been  born  two  children,  namely:  Claud 
E.,  born  October  9,  1886,  is  employed  in  a  bank  at  Monticello,  Iowa,  and 
Carl  F.,  born  February  26,  1893,  died  in  August,  1898. 

Doctor  Fothergill  has  had  but  little  to  do  with  matters  political  since 
locating  in  Elgin,  his  practice  demanding  practically  all  his  time,  and  also  from 
the  fact  that  he  invariably  considers  the  candidate’s  fitness  for  the  office  rather 
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than  his  party  affiliation.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  belonging  to  the 
former  organization  in  Kansas  and  the  latter  at  Elgin,  this  county.  In  his 
private  life  the  Doctor  is  a  man  of  strict  integrity  and  true  purpose,  and, 
though  he  is  not  a  member  of  any  church,  his  moral  ideals  are  high.  He 
gives  his  support  to  every  movement  for  the  advancement  of  the  community 
along  all  lines  and  is  considered  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Elgin. 


JOHN  BENSON. 

It  is  doubtful  if  any  people  that  go  to  make  up  our  cosmopolitan  civiliza¬ 
tion  have  better  habits  of  life  than  those  who  came  originally  from  the  Scandi¬ 
navian  peninsula,  especially  Sweden,  which  country  has  long  been  noted  for 
citizens  of  thrift  and  honesty,  and  these  two  qualities  in  the  inhabitants  of 
any  country  will  in  the  end  alone  make  that  country  great.  When  with  these 
two  qualities  is  combined  sound  common  sense,  there  are  afforded  such  quali¬ 
ties  as  will  enrich  any  land  and  place  it  in  the  forefront  of  the  countries  of 
the  world  in  the  scale  of  elevated  humanity. 

John  Benson,  of  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Fayette  county,  is  one  of 
that  thrifty  band  who  have  come  from  the  far  northland  referred  to  above 
and  has  bettered  his  condition  by  locating  in  America,  and  at  the  same  time 
has  lived  a  life  that  has  benefited  his  neighbors  and  the  community  'where  his 
lot  has  been  cast.  His  birth  occurred  in  Sweden  in  1840,  and  he  is  the  son 
of  Ben  Swanson  and  wife.  (The  difference  in  name  here  is  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  many  of  the  residents  of  that  country  modify  the  spelling  of 
their  names  or  change  them  entirely  upon  coming  to  the  United  States,  the 
father’s  given  name  being  made  the  basis  for  the  son’s  surname.)  Mr.  Ben¬ 
son  grew  to  maturity  and  was  educated  in  his  native  land  and  there  worked 
in  a  steam-boat  shop  for  some  time,  becoming  a  skilled  workman  in  this  line. 
It  was  in  1869  that  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  ocean  for  our  shores,  coming  direct 
to  Highland  township,  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  Avhere  he  worked  about  twelve 
years,  then  went  to  the  Pacific  coast  and  worked  in  the  state  of  Washington 
and  California,  there  working  out  at  various  things.  When  he  returned  to 
Iowa  he  worked  at  different  occupations,  then  formed  a  partnership  with  Ben 
Schori  in  the  stock  and  grain  business,  the  partnership  lasting  for  a  period  of 
eight  years,  during  which  time  they  did  a  very  satisfactory  and  extensive 
business. 
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Then,  in  March,  1887,  Mr.  Benson  married  Mary  Ruegg,  who  was  born 
in  Monroe  county,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Guldinger)  Ruegg, 
both  born  in  Switzerland,  from  which  country  they  came  to  America  when 
young,  Mr.  Ruegg  spending  his  last  days  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  To  this 
union  were  born  two  children,  a  daughter  and  a  son,  the  latter  dying  in  in¬ 
fancy. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Benson  farmed  a  two  hundred  and  thirty-acre 
place  in  Fayette  county,  and  later  a  farm  in  Clayton  county,  consisting  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-one  acres,  remaining  there  until  1903,  when  he  moved  to 
Elgin,  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Fayette  county,  where  he  had  built  an  at¬ 
tractive  and  substantial  residence.  He  still  owns  his  farm  in  Clayton  county; 
while  there  he  devoted  much  attention  to  stock-raising — in  fact,  ever  since  he 
began  farming  he  has  devoted  much  time  to  handling  good  stock.  About 
1906  he  bought  three  hundred  and  three  acres  in  1  exas,  selling  the  same  two 
years  later.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  State  Bank  at  Elgin. 

Considering  the  fact  that  Mr.  Benson  started  in  life  practically  empty 
handed  and  by  hard  work  and  able  management  has  become  one  of  the  sub¬ 
stantial  men  of  his  locality,  having  made  a  good  living  and  laid  by  an  ample 
competence,  indicates  that  he  is  eminently  deserving  of  the  large  success  that 
has  attended  his  efforts  and  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  all  who 
know  him.  When  he  came  to  North  McGregor  he  had  but  seventy-five  cents 
and  this  was  the  start  he  had  in  America.  He  spent  twelve  years  in  clearing 
land  and  he  and  his  brother  saved  in  twelve  years  three  thousand  dollars  and 
had  this  money  on  interest.  He  is  now  exceedingly  well  to  do  and  has  made 
a  big  success  of  life.  He  is  a  man  in  whom  the  utmost  confidence  may  be 
safely  reposed,  being  scrupulously  honest  and  business-like  and  straightfor¬ 
ward  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and 
a  liberal  supporter  of  the  same. 


ISAAC  N.  CONNER. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
who  have  not  only  won  by  their  personal  efforts  a  fail  shaie  of  this  woild  s 
goods,  but  also,  because  of  their  upright  and  honorable  lives,  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  the  entire  community,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  stands  pre-eminent. 
He  has  at  all  times  stood  for  the  highest  and  best  interests  of  the  community 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  the  township. 
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Isaac  N.  Conner  was  born  February  1,  1853,  at  Elgin,  Iowa,  and  is  a 
son  of  Benjamin  and  Eliza  (Cane)  Conner.  Benjamin  Conner  was  born  in 
Madison  county,  Indiana,  in  1826,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mahala  (Chris) 
Conner.  The  latter  was  born  in  Tennessee  and  died  after  her  removal  to 
Iowa;  her  husband  died  in  Illinois.  In  1836,  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  Benja¬ 
min  Conner  left  Indiana  with  his  parents,  en  route  for  the  West,  which  held 
out  glowing  promises  to  the  pioneer  settlers,  but  the  father  died  on  the  way, 
in  Illinois.  Ihe  trip  was  made  by  wagon  and  the  journey  was  a  long  and 
tiresome  one,  made  doubly  so  by  the  death  of  the  husband  and  father.  The 
family  located  in  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  where  Benjamin  Conner  was 
reared  to  maturity.  In  1847  lie  was  married  to  Eliza  Cane.  Two  years  later 
he  located  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  'where  he  entered  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  government  land,  located  south  of  Elgin.  He  entered  at  once 
on  the  task  of  clearing  and  developing  this  property,  putting  up  a  set  of  log 
buildings,  in  which  the  family  lived  about  two  and  a  half  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  they  moved  to  Turkey  River  where  they  bought  land.  Mr. 
Conner  was  prospered  in  his  business  affairs  and  added  to  his  landed  holdings 
from  time  to  time,  until  at  length  he  owned  eight  hundred  acres  of  good  and 
cultivable  land.  The  improvements  on  the  place  comprised  a  comfortable 
residence,  an  “Iowa’'  barn  and  other  necessary  buildings.  Eventually  Mr. 
Conner  rented  this  property  and  moved  to  a  farm  on  the  West  Union-Elkader 
road,  comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  where  he  resided  until  the 
death  of  his  wife.  In  1895  he  came  to  Elgin  to  live,  and  has  since  maintained 
his  residence  here,  having  been  practically  retired  from  active  labor  since 
I9°5-  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  the  following  children:  Asbury,  Eliza 
Jane,  Isaac,  Precilla,  Abijah,  Henry  and  Wakeman.  In  matters  political  Mr. 
Conner  had  been  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  principles  embodied  in  the  plat¬ 
forms  of  the  Republican  party,  but  later  supported  the  Greenbacks,  and 
eventually  allied  himself  with  the  Democratic  party,  with  which  he  is  now 
affiliated.  He  has  at  all  times  taken  an  intelligent  interest  in  local  public 
affairs  and  has  given  good  service  to  the  community  as  road  supervisor  and 
school  director. 

Isaac  N.  Conner  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  schools.  He  was  early  inured  to  the  work  of  the 
farm  and  until  he  attained  his  majority  he  proved  an  able  assistant  to  his 
father.  Starting  out  in  life  then  on  his  own  account,  he  went  to  Dakota  and 
acquired  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  which  he  devoted  with  much 
success  to  the  raising  of  grain  until  1898,  When  he  returned  to  Iowa  and 
bought  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  comprising  the  splendid  farm 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


671 


in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Fayette  county,  which  he  now  occupies.  Here 
he  carries  on  general  farming,  raising  all  the  crops  common  to  this  section  of 
the  country,  and  he  also  gives  considerable  attention  to  the  breeding  and  rais¬ 
ing  of  thoroughbred  Shorthorn  cattle.  He  is  practical  and  progressive  in  his 
operations  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  enterprising  and  successful  farmers 
of  the  township. 

In  1877  Mr.  Conner  was  united  in  marriage  to  Alice  Elizabeth  Kreps,  a 
native  of  Switzerland,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Rebecca  May,  Edith  Lavica,  Benjamin  Walter,  Mahala  Maude, 
Milo  Dwight,  Weaver  Dow,  Elizabeth  Matilda,  Clara  Leila,  Winifred 
Sophronia  and  Isaac  James.  Mrs.  Conner  was  reared  and  educated  in  her 
native  state  and  in  1857  came  to  the  United  States  to  make  her  future  home. 

Mr.  Conner  was  formerly  affiliated  with  the  Greenback  party,  hut  of 
recent  years  he  has  given  a  stanch  support  to  the  Democratic  tickets.  He  has 
taken  an  active  interest  in  local  public  affairs  and  has  rendered  efficient  service 
in  a  number  of  township  offices,  including  those  of  pathmaster,  member  of  the 
township  hoard,  constable,  school  director  and  assessor.  In  every  official 
position  to  which  called,  Mr.  Conner  has  proved  faithful  to  his  trust  and  he 
enjoys  marked  prestige  among  the  citizens  of  this  township  with  whom  he  has 
lived  so  long.  He  possesses  personal  qualities  of  a  high  order  and  enjoys 
a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  the  county,  among  which  are  a  large  number 
of  warm  and  loyal  friends. 


JOHN  LEHMANN. 

With  the  rapid  destruction  of  our  forests  the  lumber  business,  once  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  flourishing  of  American  industries,  is  now  declining- 
in  importance  and  will  continue  to  do  so.  Somehow  there  is  a  fascination 
about  a  saw-mill  or  a  lumber  yard.  The  bark-covered  logs,  bearing  the 
marks  of  their  handling,  their  speedy  conversion  into  lumber  by  those  power¬ 
ful  engines,  the  saws,  the  great  piles  of  lumber,  the  odor  of  the  freshly  sawed 
wood,  and,  perhaps  more  than  all,  the  sense  that  all  this  means  construction, 
building,  progress — these  give  to  a  lumber  yard  an  attractiveness.  And  a 
moment's  thought  will  convince  any  one  of  the  gieat  shaie  which  the  lumbei 
dealer  has  had  in  the  building  of  shops  and  factories,  in  the  construction  and 
furnishing  of  homes. 

John  Lehmann  was  born  in  Switzerland  in  1833,  and  at  the  age  of  eigh¬ 
teen  came  to  America,  leaving  Bern  February  8th,  crossing  the  ocean  on  a 
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sailing  vessel,  and  arrived  at  Turkey  River,  Iowa,  on  June  29th.  He  was  the 
son  of  John  and  Mary  (Miller)  Lehmann,  who  came  to  America  in  1854 
with  a  family  of  nine  boys  and  three  girls,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living, 
and  settled  about  one  mile  from  Elgin.  John  Lehmann,  Sr.,  and  his  brother 
entered  land  in  Clayton  and  Fayette  counties.  He  farmed  all  his  life  and 
died  highly  respected  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 

John  Lehman,  Jr.,  was  educated  in  Switzerland,  and  there  assisted  his 
father  on  his  farm.  In  America  he  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  and  later 
hired  out.  In  1858  he  married  Elizabeth  Kohler,  who  was  born  in  Switzer¬ 
land  in  1839,  and  who  came  to  this  country  with  her  father  in  1854.  He 
now  bought  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  wild  land,  put  up  a  house  and 
broke  the -land.  He  lived  there  until  1872,  when  he  established  a  lumber 
business  in  Elgin,  and  later  took  his  youngest  son  into  the  business.  In  1901 
he  sold  out  and  retired.  John  and  Elizabeth  Lehmann  are  the  parents  of 
nine  children:  John  W.,  now  a  hardware  merchant  at  La  Porte  City,  Iowa; 
Louise;  Lena;  Albert,  who  died  September  10,  1868;  George;  Frederick; 
Cecelia;  Julia;  Amelia. 

Mr.  Lehman  is  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor.  He  was  bap¬ 
tized  into  the  church  in  Switzerland.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and  was  supervisor 
several  terms,  township  collector  one  year,  clerk  of  the  township  ten  years, 
school  treasurer  at  Elgin  ten  years,  township  trustee,  and  was  elected  assessor, 
but  resigned.  His  choice  by  the  people  to  fill  these  offices  shows  the  con¬ 
fidence  which  his  neighbors  always  have  had  in  him. 

In  early  days  Mr.  Lehman  was  much  in  demand  to  help  survey  land  for 
the  settlers  as  he  could  control  the  length  of  his  steps  so  well  that  he  could 
measure  land  almost  as  accurately  by  stepping  as  by  the  use  of  a  chain.  His 
character  and  worth  have  attracted  many  friends  who  are  the  solace  of  his 
declining  years.  Would  that  all  our  citizens  could  look  back  over  a  life  as 
well  spent  as  his. 


CHARLES  W.  NICKLAUS. 

All  deaths  are  mournful,  but  at  times  circumstances  seem  to  conspire  to 
make  it  seem  an  especial  hardship.  -  When  a  man  is  taken  in  the  very  prime 
of  life  and  success,  prospering  in  every  material  way,  possessing  a  loving  wife 
and  happy  family,  with  everything  progressing  as  he  could  wish — then  the 
ways  of  providence  seem  inscrutible.  But  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  any¬ 
thing  else  but  that  all  things  work  for  the  best  in  the  end,  even  in  the  case  of 
this  widow  and  children  whose  bereavement  was  more  than  ordinary.  One 
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thing  above  price  the  husband  and  father  left  them  and  that  was  the  memory 
of  his  excellent  life  and  strong  character. 

John  Peter  Nicklaus  \vas  born  near  Bern,  Switzerland,  April  26,  1831, 
the  son  of  Frank  Henrick  Nicklaus.  He  learned  the  cabinetmaker’s  trade  in 
Switzerland  and  came  to  America  in  1852,  and  located  at  Pittsburg,  working 
at  his  trade,  and  here  married,  on  November  2,  1854,  Elizabeth  Schnider,  also 
a  native  of  Switzerland,  who  had  come  over  with  her  parents  at  the  age  of 
eighteen.  Her  father,  who  was  a  farmer,  located  near  Pittsburg,  and  died 
there.  In  1856  Peter  Nicklaus  and  his  wife  came  to  Elkader,  Iowa,  where 
he  followed  his  trade  for  two  years,  then  went  to  Clermont,  ran  a  cabinet 
shop  until  1861,  then  bought  a  saw-mill,  and  later  added  a  stove  factory.  In 
1872  he  moved  the  mill  to  Elgin.  A  few  years  later  he  started  a  canning 
factory,  which  his  son  Charles  later  took  over,  the  father  retiring  in  1903, 
and  dying  September  19,  1907.  He  also  owned  a  large  amount  of  land  and 
carried  on  an  extensive  farming  business.  To  him  and  his  wife  eleven  chil¬ 
dren  were  born,  four  of  whom  survive.  They  were  Presbyterians.  He  was 
a  Mason,  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  member  of  the  Legion  of  Honor.  For  many 
years  he  was  trustee  of  Pleasant  Valley  township.  His  success  was  remark¬ 
able,  but  was  due  to  his  excellent  business  ability. 

Charles  W.  Nicklaus  was  educated  in  the  Elgin  public  schools  and  the 
Cedar  Rapids  Business  College.  After  graduating  from  the  latter,  he  ac¬ 
cepted  a  position  as  bookkeeper  for  George  Weeks  at  the  creamery,  which  he 
occupied  for  five  years.  He  was  married  on  November  27,  1889,  to  Agatha 
Keenen,  who  bore  him  four  children,  Ruth,  Helen,  Harry  and  Theodore. 
Fie  gave  up  his  position  at  the  creamery  to  organize  the  present  Elgin  Can¬ 
ning  Company,  succeeding  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  same.  At  the 
outset  he  was  made  secretary  and  manager  and  filled  the-  office  fifteen  years 
until  his  death.  His  success  and  good  management  is  shown  by  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  this  industry.  He  was  born  July  31,  1865,  and  was  taken  away  be¬ 
fore  his  time,  on  the  27th  of  February,  1905.  By  his  death  Elgin  lost  one 
of  the  most  active  and  the  most  promising  of  her  younger  business  men,  a 
loss  by  no  means  easy  to  fill,  for  he  was  a  man  of  rare  ability. 


WILLIAM  LINDSAY. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  appears  above,  and  who  was  late  a  resident 
of  Eden  township,  Fayette  county,  was  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Jane 
(Burns)  Lindsay  and  a  younger  brother  of  John  B.  Lindsay,  who  is  noticed 
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elsewhere  in  these  pages.  Born  September  19,  1836,  in  Lancashire,  Scot¬ 
land,  he  spent  his  childhood  and  early  youth  in  his  native  land  and  in  1851, 
when  a  lad  of  fifteen,  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  United  States,  spending 
the  following  three  years  in  the  state  of  Illinois.  Later  in  1854  he  moved  with 
the  family  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  immediately  after  arriving  at  his 
destination  assisted  his  father  in  erecting  a  log  house  on  the  latter’s  farm  in 
Eden  township,  following  which  he  addressed  himself  to  the  task  of  clearing 
and  cultivating  the  land.  Like  a  dutiful  son,  he  remained  with  his  parents 
and  looked  after  their  interests  and  comfort  as  long  as  they  lived,  his  mother 
departing  this  life  in  1862,  the  father  five  years  later,  both  being  sixty-five 
>eais  old  when  called  to  the  other  world.  Meantime,  February  20,  1867, 
three  weeks  previous  to  the  death  of  his  father,  William  Lindsay  was  united 
in  maniage  with  Mary  Clyde,  of  Ayreshire,  Scotland,  who  came  to  America 
with  her  father,  Alexander  Clyde,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  the  two 
making  their  way  direct  to  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa,  where  they  located  on 
a  farm,  which  Mr.  Clyde  purchased,  he  being  a  widower  at  the  time  and  his 
daughter  his  housekeeper.  She  continued  in  that  capacity  until  her  marriage 
nine  years  later,  after  which  her  father  sold  his  place  and  bought  a  farm  two 
miles  east  of  VI  aucoma  in  Eden  township,  where  he  lived  until  old  age  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  forego  further  active  work,  when  he  rented  his  land,  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life  with  his  daughter,  dying  in  1884,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years. 

U  llharn  Lindsay  made  substantial  progress  as  a  farmer  and  in  due  time 
became  one  of  the  most  successful  men  of  his  calling  in  Eden  township,  promi¬ 
nent  and  public  spirited  in  all  that  pertained  to  the  community’s  welfare.  Like 
the  majority  of  enterprising  farmers,  he  gave  special  attention  to  the  breeding 
and  raising  of  fine  livestock  and  always  kept  on  his  farm  a  large  number  of 
thoroughbred  high-grade  cattle,  which  he  sold  at  liberal  prices.  He  always  en¬ 
deavored  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  on  matters  of  public  interest,  kept  himself 
well  informed  on  the  leading  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  and  gave  his  sup- 
poit  to  the  Democratic  party,  although  never  actively  engaging  in  politics 
Before  leaving  his  native  country  he  united  with  the  Congregational  church 
and  after  coming  to  Iowa  became  a  charter  member  of  the  local  branch  of 
that  denomination  in  Waucoma  and  continued  faithful  to  the  same  as  long  as 
lie  lived,  living  a  life  singularly  free  from  fault,  demonstrating  the  beauty 
of  Christianity  when  practically  applied. 

This  estimable  gentleman  and  representative  citizen  'wielded  a  potent 
influence  for  good  among  all  with  whom  he  associated,  and  enjoyed  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  the  community  in  which  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


675 


spent.  After  a  mutually  happy  wedded  experience,  he  was  called  to  his  final 
reward  on  May  3,  1897,  and  on  the  3d  day  of  January,  1906,  his  faithful  and 
devoted  wife  and  helpmeet  was  reunited  to  him  in  that  world  where  the  loved 
and  lost  are  restored  and  where  partings  shall  be  no  more. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindsay  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two 
children,  a  son  by  the  name  of  Clyde,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  a 
daughter,  Tina,  who,  on  October  3,  1900,  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Fee. 
Mr.  Fee  was  born  at  Center  Point,  Iowa,  January  16,  1874,  and  spent  his 
early  life  in  Linn  county,  where  his  parents,  Matt  and  Hannah  Fee,  still  re¬ 
side.  Since  his  marriage  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to  the  management  of 
the  farm  in  Eden  township,  on  which  he  now  lives,  renting  the  tillable  land  and 
giving  his  time  to  stock  raising,  in  which  he  is  quite  extensively  engaged  and 
in  which  his  success  has  been  most  gratifying.  The  farm  is  one  of  the  finest 
and  best  improved  in  the  township,  containing  about  two  hundred  and  forty 
acers  of  fine  land,  and  as  a  model  rural  home  it  compares  favorably  with  any 
other  place  of  like  area  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Mrs.  Fee  inherits  many  of 
the  sterling  qualities  for  which  her  parents  were  distinguished  and  is  a  lady 
of  sound,  practical  intelligence,  an  excellent  housewife,  and  keenly  alive  to 
the  interests  which  have  come  to  her  by  inheritance.  She  assists  her  husband 
in  all  of  his  efforts,  presides  with  becoming  grace  and  dignity  over  the  house¬ 
hold  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  her  neighbors  and  friends  of  the  community 
in  which  she  lives. 


THOMAS  HOWARD. 

The  Howards  and  their  connections  were  old  families  long  resident  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  were 
Thomas  and  Lucinda  Howard,  the  former  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 
William  and  Elizabeth  Alcorn,  the  maternal  grandparents,  lived  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  for  many  years.  John  Howard,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  near  the 
Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  line  and  devoted  his  life  to  farming.  In  1854  he 
removed  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Fayette  county  where  he  met  with  unusual 
success  and  became  a  large  land  owner.  He  bought  two  hundred  three  and  a 
half  acres  of  timber  in  Pleasant  Valley  township  and  after  years  of  work  in 
clearing,  ditching,  fencing  and  otherwise  improving,  had  a  fine  estate  to  show 
for  his  labor.  He  married  Mary  Alcorn,  by  whom  he  had  nine  children,  five 
still  living.  Among  his  sons  was  Thomas  Howard,  who  was  born  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  March  7,  1853.  He  attended  the  district  schools  during  the  winter 
and  helped  with  the  farm  work  in  the  summer  seasons.  As  soon  as  he  became 
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of  age,  he  started  to  farming  on  his  own  account  and  has  met  with  success  in 
his  ventures.  Within  a  mile  of  his  father’s  homestead  he  bought  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-two  acres  and  farmed  it  until  1907.  During  the  last  few 
years  he  followed  cattle  raising,  which  he  found  profitable,  but  lately  has 
been  in  retirement. 

In  1875  Mr.  Howard  married  Esley,  daughter  of  Isaac  Connor,  of  Wis¬ 
consin,  who  came  to  Fayette  county  about  1855  and  settled  in  Pleasant  Valley 
township.  He  was  a  soldier  during  the  Civil  war,  serving  in  the  Thirty-eighth 
Regiment  for  three  years.  Mr.  Howard  adopted  Anna  Clark,  when  eight 
months  of  age,  and  reared  her  to  womanhood.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Clark,  who  came  from  Ohio  to  Iowa,  about  1855  and  settled  in  Clayton 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  married  Ellen  Conner,  by  whom 
he  had  six  children,  three  still  living.  At  present  he  is  in  Montana,  his  wife 
having  died  in  1876.  He  served  a  short  time  toward  the  close  of  the  Civil 
war,  being  very  young  when  he  enlisted.  Emery  and  Henry,  his  two  older 
brothers,  served  during  nearly  the  whole  period  of  the  war. 

John  Howard,  the  subject’s  father,  was  a  man  of  great  force  of  character 
and  noted  for  his  energetic  way  of  doing  things.  He  worked  hard  when 
work  was  to  be  done,  but  loved  sport  and  realized  the  importance  of  vacations. 
He  was  passionately  fond  of  hunting  and  spent  many  days  in  pursuit  of  game 
in  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Nebraska  and  Pennsylvania.  He  obtained  considerable 
reputation  as  a  hunter  and  was  known  far  and  wide  as  a  successful  Nimrod. 
As  a  farmer  he  was  a  hard  worker  and  as  he  was  a  man  of  strong  and  robust 
constitution  he  was  able  to  do  much  labor.  The  members  of  the  Howard 
family,  which  has  been  identified  with  Fayette  county  for  nearly  sixty  years, 
have  always  ranked  among  the  prominent  farmers  and  they  have  been  suc¬ 
cessful  in  most  of  their  undertakings.  Mr.  Howard  is  a  Republican  in  his 
party  affiliations,  though  he  has  never  cared  for  or  sought  office  and  pays 
little  attention  to  what  is  called  “practical  politics.”  His  wife  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Gleaners  and  takes  considerable  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  society. 


HANNIBAL  H.  HOUSE. 

The  family  of  this  name  in  Fayette  county  came  from  New'  York  to 
the  West  many  years  ago — in  fact,  when  Iowa  was  little  more  than  a  wilder¬ 
ness  compared  to  its  wonderful  development  in  recent  years.  Abraham 
Jackson  House,  the  founder  of  the  western  branch,  was  born  in  Herkimer 
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county,  New  York,  in  1834.  His  parents  were  A.  J.  and  Rachel  (Putnam) 
House,  both  born  in  Montgomery  county,  New  York,  where  the  father  fol¬ 
lowed  the  occupation  of  carpenter  and  farmer.  In  1852  A.  J.  House,  with 
his  entile  family,  came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Fayette  county  in  the  northern 
pait  of  Union  township.  They  pre-empted  land  and  embarked  in  farming 
with  a  log  house  for  a  residence.  There  the  father  lived  until  his  death,  a 
year  later.  His  son  remained  on  the  home  farm  in  Union  township  for  a 
while  and  then  returned  to  New  York  on  a  health  trip.  In  1859  he  married 
Esther  Shaffer,  by  whom  he  had  nine  children. 

H.  H.  House,  the  eldest  of  these,  was  born  in  Union  township,  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  in  June,  1861,  and  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 
He  has  always  followed  farming  and  has  prospered  as  the  result  of  good 
management  and  much  hard  Work.  Besides  sixteen  acres  in  Dover  township, 
he  bought  the  part  where  he  now  lives  in  1901,  first  sixty-five  acres,  to  which 
he  added  fifteen  acres  in  1905  by  another  purchase.  In  1908  still  another 
tract  of  eighty  acres  was  added  to  his  holdings  and  in  all  it  will  be  seen  that 
he  owns  considerable  land.  He  is  a  general  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  painstak¬ 
ing  and  prudent  in  all  of  his  business  affairs.  In  1894  Mr.  House  married 
Effie,  daughter  of  Charles  Anderson,  and  has  three  children,  Chauncey, 
Stella  and  Lydia.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and,  with  his  family,  a 
member  of  the  United  Evangelical  church. 

Charles  Anderson,  father  of  Mrs.  H.  H.  House,  was  born  in  Rock 
county,  Wisconsin,  February  18,  1850.  His  parents  were  James  and  Marinda 
(Bell)  Anderson,  the  former  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of  Indiana.  About  1845 
they  removed  to  Wisconsin  and  located  on  government  land  in  Rock  county: 
In  1852  they  came  to  West  Union  and  opened  a  general  store,  which  was 
operated  about  two  years.  The  next  move  was  to  Colorado,  where  they  ran 
a  grist  mill  for  some  two  years.  They  took  up  farming,  which  was  followed 
until  the  father’s  death.  He  owned  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  1862.  Charles  was  educated  in  Dover  township  and  worked 
at  farming  until  1899  in  Fayette  and  Winneshiek  counties.  He  accumulated 
one  hundred  twenty-eight  acres  and  engaged  in  general  farming.  In  1899 
he  came  to  Clermont  and  was  there  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business  for 
three  years.  His  next  venture  was  the  purchase  of  a  small  place  near  Cler¬ 
mont  where  he  spent  one  winter  and  then  returned  home.  Since  then  he 
has  lived  in  retirement  except  the  office  of  street  commissioner,  which  he 
still  holds.  In  1871  he  married  Emma  G.  Learn,  by  whom  he  had  seven 
children:  Elmer,  of  Clermont;  Herbert,  of  Montana;  Effie  Blanche,  of 
Dover  township;  Lester,  of  Montana;  Mertie,  of  Clermont  township;  Ruth, 
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at  home,  and  Beulah,  at  home.  Mr.  Anderson  is  a  Democrat  and  in  eailiei 
years  served  for  seven  years  on  the  board  of  trustees.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Clermont  school  board.  The  Houses  and  Andersons  have  long  been 
one  of  the  strong  family  connections  in  Fayette  county  and  have  held  up 
their  corners  at  all  conjunctures  calling  for  good  men.  They  have  been  mostly 
successful  in  their  ventures  and  stand  high  in  the  business  community  as  men 
of  integrity  and  honesty.  They  are  quiet  and  unassuming  in  manners,  but 
move  steadily  along  to  the  accomplishment  of  whatever  they  undertake. 
Henry  Anderson,  a  brother  of  Charles,  was  a  member  of  Company  G,  Thirty- 
eighth  Iowa  Regiment,  during  the  Civil  war. 


MILES  HOLTON. 

Eighty  years  have  dissolved  in  the  mists  of  the  past  since  the  venera¬ 
ble  gentleman  and  esteemed  settler  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch  first 
saw  the  light  of  day.  Miles  Holton  was  born  October  16,  1829,  in  Ontario 
county,  New  York,  where  his  parents,  Francis  and  Sallie  (Ellis)  Holton, 
were  then  living.  Three  years  later  the  family  moved  to  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  and  settled  about  twelve  miles  from  Sandusky,  where  the  subject 
remained  until  attaining  his  majority.  Francis  Holton,  a  native  of  Mary¬ 
land,  died  in  Ohio  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years;  his  Wife,  who  was  born 
in  Massachusetts,  lived  to  the  age  of  sixty  years.  The  early  life  of  the 
subject  was  spent  on  a  farm  in  Huron  county,  Ohio.  In  1851,  when  a  lit¬ 
tle  past  twenty-one  years  old,  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  located 
in  Illyria  township,  where  his  brother,  Samuel,  who  had  arrived  the  pre¬ 
vious  year,  was  then  living.  The  latter  was  a  hardware  merchant,  but  aft¬ 
erwards  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  at  West  Union  where  he  made  his 
home  for  a  number  of  years,  having  been  an  honored  citizen  of  Fayette 
county  from  1850  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival,  Miles  Holton  purchased  a  tract  of  school 
land  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  near  the  village  of  Elgin,  and  with  his 
accustomed  industry  and  energy  at  once  proceeded  to  improve  the  same. 
By  well  directed  labor  he  soon  had  his  possession  enclosed  and  in  due  time 
the  greater  part  of  it  was  broken  and  in  cultivation,  besides  being  other¬ 
wise  well  improved.  He  erected  a  substantial  dwelling  and  good  outbuild¬ 
ings,  but  the  great  Civil  war  breaking  out  interfered  very  materially  with  his 
plans,  for,  like  other  loyal  young  men  throughout  the  North,  he  deemed  it  his 
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duty  to  assist  the  government  in  the  time  of  need,  accordingly  he  laid  aside 
the  implements  of  husbandly,  in  September,  1861,  enlisting  in  Company  F, 
mth  Iowa  Infantry,  entering  the  army  as  corporal  and  in  due  time  rising 
to  the  position  of  first  lieutenant.  Mr.  Holton  served  with  an  honorable  rec¬ 
ord  until  the  downfall  of  the  Confederacy,  veteranizing  at  the  expiration  of 
t  le  period  of  his  enlistment,  participating  in  many  of  the  most  noted  engage¬ 
ments  of  the  war,  and  at  its  close  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review  at  the  nation- 
a  capital.  He  was  m  command  of  the  company  when  mustered  out  and  his 
long  and  strenuous  period  of  service  was  without  a  single  day  in  the  hospital, 
nor  was  he  ever  absent  from  the  ranks  on  account  of  wounds,  sickness  or  any 
kind  of  disability.  After  his  discharge,  in  July,  1865,  he  retired  to  Fayette 
county  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  trade  at  West  Union,  where  he  did  a  fair 
business  until  1869,  “when  he  disposed  of  his  stock  and  moved  to  his  present 
farm  near  Alpha,  from  which  time  until  retiring  from  active  life,  a  few  years 
ago,,  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  On  taking  pos¬ 
session  of  his  place  it  was  the  mere  beginning  of  a  farm,  as  but  few  acres  had 
been  cleared  and  the  improvements  were  of  the  most  ordinary  kind.  By  dili¬ 
gent  application  and  good  management,  however,  he  was  not  long  in  chang¬ 
ing  the  appearance  of  things  and  within  a  comparatively  brief  period  he  had 
the  gieatei  pait  of  his  land  in  a  successful  state  of  tillage  and  substantial 
buildings  erected  and  prosperity  seemed  to  attend  his  every  effort. 

Mr-  Holton,  on  March  31,  1867,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Anna 
Davis,  daughter  of  Philander  and  Euphrasia  (Talcott)  Davis,  who  came  to 
Iowa,  a  number  of  years  ago,  and  settled  at  Waucoma,  Fayette  county,  where 
the  father  died  August  2,  1891,  the  mother  on  December  29,  1897.  Of  the 
family  of  this  estimable  couple  all  are  living  except  Ashbel  E.,  who  departed 
this  life  at  Alpha,  in  the  month  of  May,  1908.  Mrs.  Anna  (Davis)  Holton 
was  born  November  30,  1844,  in  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  and  at  the  age  of 
twelve  was  brought  by  her  parents  to  Waucoma,  Iowa,  where  she  grew  to  ma¬ 
turity  and  received  her  education.  When  but  fifteen  years  old  she  began 
teaching  and  was  thus  engaged  for  six  years  in  the  public  schools  of  Fayette 
and  Delaware  counties,  having  been  employed  for  three  terms  at  Waucoma. 
when  there  was  but  one  teacher  besides  herself  in  the  town,  several  of  the  old 
residents  having  been  her  pupils,  among  whom  were  Mrs.  Dr.  Dodd,  T.  W. 
Kieron  and  A.  Webster. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holton  have  had  one  child  who  died  when  quite  young. 
Claire  O.,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  9th  of  March,  1884,  and  who  was 
taken  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holton  at  the  age  of  seven  months,  married  Lena 
Talbert  and  is  the  father  of  a  daughter  who  answers  to  the  name  of  Ruth. 
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He  is  prominent  in  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being-  past  grand  of  Waucoma 
Lodge,  besides  belonging  to  the  encampment,  and  is  also  an  active  member 
of  Alpha  Camp  No.  5357,  Modern  Woodmen.  A  farmer  by  occupation,  he 
is  also  a  leading  citizen  of  Eden  township  and  enjoys  the  respect  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

Mr.  Holton  is  a  zealous  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
and  nothing  affords  him  greater  pleasure  than  to  meet  his  old  comrades  and 
recall  the  trying  times  and  stirring  experiences  while  upholding  the  honor 
of  the  flag  on  the  bloody  fields  of  the  Southland.  He  still  has  the  sword 
which  he  carried  as  first  lieutenant  and  prizes  the  weapon  as  a  sacred  relic. 
As  already  indicated,  he  discontinued  active  labor  some  years  ago  and  is 
now  living  a  life  of  retirement,  his  adopted  son  Claire  carrying  on  the  farm. 


LEWIS  I.  SPRAGUE. 

A  young  farmer  of  Center  township,  Fayette  county,  who  is  making 
rapid  strides  as  a  modern  twentieth-century  husbandman  is  Lewis  I.  Sprague, 
the  representative  of  an  old  and  influential  family.  He  was  born  at  Sand- 
ridge,  Dekalb  county,  Illinois,  August  27,  1870,  and  is  the  son  of  Charles 
and  Hattie  (Rogers)  Sprague,  the  father  a  native  of  Canada  and  the  mother 
of  Sandridge,  Illinois.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Israel  Rogers,  came  from  the 
state  of  New  York  to  Chicago,  driving  an  ox  team  overland,  in  a  very  early 
day,  before  much  of  the  intervening  country  was  settled,  and  he  “staked” 
out  a  large  farm  on  Fox  river.  On  this  he  made  a  small  clearing,  built,  first, 
a  log  cabin  and  in  time  had  a  very  comfortable  home  and  a  good  farm,  and 
there  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  very  active  in  the  affairs  of 
the  state  of  Illinois,  especially  in  Republican  politics.  He  became  well-to-do 
and  owned  a  large  interest  in  the  shops  at  Sandridge,  and  was  president  of 
the  same  many  years.  He  was  a  Latter-day  Saint  and  was  one  of  the  organ¬ 
izers  of  the  church  of  that  denomination  in  his  community,  being  a  leader  in 
the  same  for  many  years.  He  was  the  son  of  Israel  Rogers,  a  native  of 
England  who  came  to  New  York  in  the  early  days,  and  who  spent  his  last 
davs  in  the  state  of  Illinois  with  his  son.  He  traded  in  furs  with  the  Indians, 
and  he  was  a  brave  and  hardy  pioneer.  Peter  Sprague,  the  subject’s  paternal 
grandfather,  married  Hannah  Brown,  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  old  and  hon¬ 
ored  pioneer  families.  He  was  born  in  Canada  August  23,  1826,  and  to  this 
union  two  sons  and  two  daughters  were  born,  one  daughter  dying  in  infancy  ; 
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Rachel  married  Nelson  Darnell  and  died  in  1890;  John  lives  in  Sandridge, 
Illinois;  Charles,  father  of  Lewis  I.  Sprague,  of  this  review,  and  who  was 
born  in  Canada  March  13,  1847,  lives  in  Decatur  county,  Iowa.  He  came 
with  the  family  to  Iowa  in  1876,  the  same  time  the  Darnell  family  came, 
and  located  in  Decatur  county,  where  he  farmed  about  six  years  and  then 
moved  to  Fayette  county,  and  bought  wild  land  of  A.  J.  Ducan,  the  place 
consisting  of  four  hundred  acres,  where  Lewis  I.  Sprague,  of  this  review, 
now  lives,  and  here  the  father  worked  improving  the  place,  until  1900,  de¬ 
voting  his  time  to  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 

Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Sprague,  four  of 
whom  are  still  living.  In  1900  the  father  moved  to  Lamoni,  Decatur  county, 
Iowa,  and  in  a  short  time  retired.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  is  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 

Lewis  I.  Sprague  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  the  high  school 
of  Fayette.  He  has  always  followed  farming  and  has  been  very  successful, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  nine  months  spent  at  Independence,  working  for 
D.  P.  Shaddeck,  he  has  lived  in  Fayette  county  all  his  life,  and  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  time  he  spent  there  has  always  worked  for  himself.  He  now 
owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  old  homestead  and  is  a  general 
farmer  and  breeder  of  full-blood  Poland  China  hogs,  which,  owing  to  their 
excellent  quality,  find  a  very  ready  market. 

Mr.  Sprague  was  married  on  January  1,  1891,  to  Libinas  Bratt,  who  was 
born  in  Fayette  county  on  January  1,  1870,  the  daughter  of  William  A.  and 
Electa  J.  (Proctor)  Bratt,  the  father  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  mother 
of  Ohio. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Sprague  came  to  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin,  when  a 
boy  with  his  parents  and  there  grew  to  maturity.  When  the  Civil  war  came 
on  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Fourteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  served  gallantly  throughout  the  struggle,  after  which  he  came  to  Iowa 
and  located  in  Center  township,  Fayette  county,  and  here  directed  his  at¬ 
tention  to  farming.  He  first  bought  forty  acres  and  later  eighty  more,  mak¬ 
ing  him  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  he  improved.  He 
was  a  Republican  and  a  Baptist. 

Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  I.  Sprague:  Lewis 
Lloyd,  born  in  Fayette  county,  September  24,  1894,  and  Clair  William,  born 
here  April  23,  1900. 

Mr.  Sprague  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  he  has  been  school  director, 
but  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  to  political  offices,  though  he  is  interested 
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in  the  welfare  of  his  community  and  county  and  always  ready  to  aid  in  move¬ 
ments  for  their  betterment.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Woodman,  while  Mrs. 
Sprague  is  a  member  of  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps. 


KNUD  HALVERSON. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Clermont  township  who  have  built  up  comfortable 
homes  and  surrounded  themselves  with  landed  and  personal  property,  few 
have  attained  a  higher  degree  of  success  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  With 
few  opportunities  except  what  his  own  efforts  were  capable  of  mastering  and 
with  many  discouragements  to  overcome,  he  has  made  a  success  of  life,  and 
in  his  old  age  has  the  gratification  of  knowing  that  the  community  in  which 
he  has  resided  has  been  benefited  by  his  presence. 

Knud  Halverson  is  a  Scandinavian  by  nativity,  having  first  seen  the  light 
of  day  in  far-away  Norway  on  March  24,  1835.  He  is  a  son  of  Halver  and 
Margaret  Knudson,  both  also  natives  of  the  ‘hand  of  the  midnight  sun.” 
In  1857,  attracted  by  the  alluring  prospects  offered  in  the  New  World,  they 
set  sail  for  the  United  States,  and  on  landing'  came  at  once  to  Clayton  county, 
Iowa,  settling  on  a  farm,  to  which  they  devoted  their  energies.  Their  deaths 
eventually  occurred  in  Wisconsin,  both  at  advanced  ages,  the  father  being 
eighty-eight  years  old  and  the  mother  ninety-five  years  and  two  months  old 
at  decease.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  and  a  sister  survive. 

The  subject  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  secured  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1855, 
two  years  prior  to  the  coming  of  his  parents,  and  he  established  himself  in 
Clayton  county,  this  state,  where  he  successfully  prosecuted  farming  opera¬ 
tions  and  at  the  same  time  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  at  which  he  had 
become  an  adept  before  leaving  his  native  land.  In  1905  he  sold  his  Clayton 
county  farm  and  came  to  Clermont,  Fayette  county,  where  he  now  resides. 
His  success  in  business  affairs  has  been  pronounced  and  he  has  also  acquired 
that  which  is  of  more  importance — the  good  will  and  respect  of  the  people 
with  whom  he  has  been  associated  for  so  many  years.  Persistent  industry, 
good  management  and  strict  integrity  have  been  the  elements  which  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  his  success  and  today  no  man  in  the  community  stands  higher  in 
general  esteem  than  does  he. 
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In  1866  Mr.  Halverson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Isabel  Oleson,  who  also 
was  a  native  of  Norway,  and  to  them  was  born  a  daughter,  Anna  Matilda, 
who  married  Edwin  Knudson,  now  deceased,  and  they  had  two  children, 
Mabel  and  Edna.  Mrs.  Halverson  died  in  February,  1908. 

Politically,  Mr.  Halverson  has  given  a  stanch  support  to  the  Republican 
party  and  has  at  all  times  taken  a  keen  interest  in  public  affairs,  though  in  no 
sense  has  he  been  a  seeker  after  public  office.  Religiously,  he  is  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged.  He  has 
been  true  to  bis  life’s  duties  and  opportunities  as  they  have  come  to  him  and 
has  been  a  loyal  supporter  of  his  adopted  government  at  all  times.  In 
marked  evidence  of  this  is  the  fact  that  in  1861,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  great 
Rebellion,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  B,  Sixteenth  Regiment  Iowa 
Volunteer  Infantry,  for  the  three-year  service.  After  about  a  year’s  service, 
however,  he  was  injured  in  the  engagement  at  Florence,  Alabama,  and  was 
sent  to  the  hospital  at  St.  Louis,  being  afterwards  discharged  from  the  service 
because  of  physical  disability.  He  was  a  good  soldier  and  faithfully  served 
his  country  to  the  extent  of  his  ability.  He  enjoys  a  wide  acquaintance  and  is 
well  liked  by  all  who  know  him  and  who  esteem  him  for  his  genuine  worth. 


PATRICK  SULLIVAN. 

The  design  of  the  fathers  of  the  United  States  government  was  to  make 
of  this  country  a  home  of  such  undoubted  freedom  that  the  oppressed  of  every 
land  could  come  here  and  do  better  than  they  could  in  their  own  countries. 
In  this  way  the  fathers  reasoned  that  they  could  build  up  the  nation  with  a 
freedom-loving  people,  and  that  their  reasoning  was  sound  and  eminently 
wise  is  shown  by  the  phenomenal  development  of  this  country.  In  propor¬ 
tion  to  population,  no  foreign  nation  has  sent  so  many  emigrants  to  the 
United  States  as  has  Ireland.  Restricted  and  oppressed  at  home,  curtailed  of 
their  rights  and  privileges  in  the  management  of  their  local  government,  these 
people  by  the  thousands  crossed  the  "wide  Atlantic  to  the  shores  of  better 
America  in  the  hope  and  with  the  utmost  confidence  of  improving  their  world¬ 
ly  condition. 

Among  the  native  sons  of  the  Emerald  Isle  who  have  contributed  to  the 
advancement  and  prosperity  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  mention  must  be  made 
of  Patrick  Sullivan,  who  owns  and  operates  a  splendid  fertile  farm  in  Clermont 
township  and  who  is  favorably  known  because  of  his  industry  and  success  in 
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his  chosen  line  of  effort.  Mr.  Sullivan  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1845  and  is  a 
son  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Divine)  Sullivan,  both  also  of  Irish  birth,  but 
who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1852.  They  first  located  in  Ohio,  but  in 
1856  they  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  settled  on  a  farm,  to  the  im¬ 
provement  and  cultivation  of  which  their  energies  were  devoted.  Mr.  Sulli¬ 
van  was  prospered  and  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land.  On  this  place  this  worthy  couple  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days, 
the  father  dying  in  1897  and  the  mother  during  the  year  previous.  •  Michael 
Sullivan  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  affiliations  and  his  religious  member¬ 
ship  was  with  the  Catholic  church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  living. 

Patrick  Sullivan  was  reared  by  his  parents  and  for  his  mental  discipline 
he  is  indebted  to  the  common  schools  of  Fayette  county  principally.  He  has 
consistently  devoted  his  entire  life  to  agricultural  pursuits  and,  by  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  sound  judgment  and  wise  discrimination,  he  has  been  prospered  to  a 
very  gratifying  degree.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land,  practically  all  of  which  is  improved  and  in  cultivation.  Mr. 
Sullivan  does  not  specialize  in  any  line,  but  carries  on  diversified  farming, 
in  connection  with  which  he  gives  some  attention  to  the  raising  of  livestock, 
with  good  results.  He  is  practical  in  his  methods  and  progressive  in  his 
ideas  and  is  considered  one  of  the  best  farmers  in  Clermont  township.  He 
has  also  other  business  interests,  being  a  stockholder  and  director  of  the  Cler¬ 
mont  State  Bank,  one  of  the  solid  and  influential  monetary  institutions  of 
this  part  of  Fayette  county. 

On  February  14,  1871,  Mr.  Sullivan  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary 
Minihan,  who  was  born  in  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  on  October  20,  1850, 
daughter  of  Patrick  and  Catharine  (Curran)  Minihan.  These  parents. were 
natives  of  Ireland  and  came  to  the  United  States  about  1845,  settling  in  Ver¬ 
mont,  where  they  remained  until  1853,  when  they  moved  to  Ohio.  In  1856 
they  came  to  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  and  there  spent  the  rest  of  their  days, 
the  father  dying  on  October  13,  1873,  and  the  mother  on  April  24,  1901. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  vo¬ 
cation  and  in  politics  he  was  an  ardent  Democrat,  while  he  and  the  members 
of  his  family  were  affiliated  with  the  Catholic  church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sullivan  have  been  born  eleven  children,  namely:  Miphael  (deceased), 
James,  Thomas,  Mary  (deceased),  John,  Margaret  (deceased),  Catharine, 
Henry,  Johanna  (deceased),  Clara  and  Elizabeth. 

Politically,  Mr.  Sullivan  gives  a  stanch  support  to  the  Democratic  party, 
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while  religiously,  he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church,  to 
which  they  give  an  earnest  support.  Mr.  Sullivan  enjoys  a  wide  acquaint¬ 
ance  throughout  Clermont  township  and  vicinity  and  he  stands  high  in  the 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 


REV.  JOHN  G.  REMBOLD. 

The  writer  of  biography,  dealing  with  the  personal  history  of  men 
engaged  in  the  various  affairs  of  every-day  life,  occasionally  finds  a  subject 
whose  record  commands  exceptional  interest  and  admiration  and  especially 
is  this  true  when  he  has  achieved  more  than  ordinary  success  or  made  his 
influence  felt  as  a  leader  of  thought  and  a  benefactor  of  his  kind.  The  gen¬ 
tleman  whose  name  forms  the  caption  of  this  sketch  was  eminently  of  that 
class  who  earn  the  indisputable  right  to  rank  in  the  van  of  the  army  of  pro¬ 
gressive  men,  and  by  reason  of  a  long  and  strenuous  career  devoted  to  the 
good  of  his  fellows  and  to  the  dissemination  of  the  gospel  of  peace  through¬ 
out  the  world  he  occupies  a  position  of  wide  influence  and  made  a  name  which 
will  long  live  in  the  hearts  and  affections  of  the  people.  Though  most  of 
his  latter  life  had  been  closely  identified  'with  agricultural  pursuits,  yet  he 
never  lost  an  opportunity  to  do  a  good  deed,  to  help  some  one  in  need  of 
kindly  service  or  to  foster  any  movement  looking  to  the  general  good. 
He  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  June  24,  1832,  and  was  the  son  of 
George  and  Barbara  (Enteman)  Rembold,  who  also  were  natives  of  Wur¬ 
temberg,  the  father  born  in  1800  and  the  mother  in  1807.  They  married  in 
1827,  and  became  the  parents  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters:  Dora, 
born  in  Wurtemberg  in  1829,  married  George  Rapp,  and  became  the  mother 
of  eight  children;  Mr.  Rapp  for  many  years  operated  a  meat  market  at 
East  Dubuque,  Iowa;  Frederick,  born  in  Germany,  married  after  coming  to 
America  and  died  in  1853;  Rev.  John  G.,  of  this  review;  Barbara,  born  in 
Germany,  in  1833,  married  Jacob  Loeb,  who  died  in  Germany,  after  which 
his  wife  with  her  five  children  came  to  America  in  1882.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  in  1836  and  the  following  year  Mr.  Rembold  was  again  mar¬ 
ried,  and  three  children  were  born  of  the  second  union:  Jacob,  born  in  1839; 
Frederica,  born  in  1840,  and  Christoph,  born  in  1842.  The  father  died  in 
Germany  in  1875,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Rembold  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  his  native  land  and  laid 
the  foundation  for  an  excellent  education  in  the  common  schools  there. 
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When  twenty  years  of  age  he  came  to  America,  landing  in  New  York  City, 
a  few  weeks  later  went  to  Bellefonte,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  spent  about 
four  years  with  an  uncle.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1856,  locating  in  West  Union, 
where  he  remained  until  1858.  Determining  upon  the  ministry  as  a  life 
work,  he  resumed  his  studies,  entering  the  Upper  Iowa  University  at  Fay¬ 
ette  and  a  year  and  a  half  later  became  a  student  at  St.  Sebald  Seminary, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1864,  having  made  a  splendid  record  there. 
The  Iowa  synod  of  the  German  Lutheran  church,  which  was  in  charge  of 
that  school,  ordained  him  as  a  minister  in  the  year  of  his  graduation. 

The  domestic  life  of  Rev.  Mr.  Rembold  began  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  on 
June  13,  1865,  when  he  espoused  Magdalena  Prottengeier,  who  was  born  in 
Germany,  March  2,  1844,  a  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Barbara  (Braunlein) 
Prottengeier,  whose  family  consisted  of  three  sons  and  five  daughters, 
namely:  George,  born  July  26,  1829,  married  Emma  Koeberle  about  1862, 
and  eight  children  were  born  to  them ;  he  was  a  miller  by  trade  and  resided 
near  St.  Sebald  until  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  when  he  moved 
to  a  farm  near  Waverly,  Iowa,  where  he  died  in  July,  1890;  Annie  Protten¬ 
geier  was  born  September  20,  1831,  and  died  in  St.  Sebald  in  1881;  she 
married  George  Wuest,  a  cabinetmaker  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  six  children 
were  born  to  them:  Margaret,  who  was  born  in  1832,  married  Prof.  Sig¬ 
mund  Fritschel,  D.  D.,  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  for  many  years  professor  of 
literature  and  Bible  history  in  St.  Sebald  Theological  Institute,  and  they  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  one  of  whom  was  exceptionally  highly 
educated,  passing  through  many  noted  institutions  in  this  country  and  Ger¬ 
many,  and  at  the  beginning  of  a  very  promising  and  brilliant  career,  he  died 
in  Mendota;  Annie  Magdalena  Prottengeier  was  born  in  1836,  married  Al¬ 
bert  Andrew,  formerly  a  merchant  in  Dubuque,  later  a  farmer  near  St. 
Sebald;  Barbara,  born  in  1839,  married  Rev.  C.  Ide,  and  became  the  mother 
of  eight  children,  dying  at  the  parsonage  of  Zion’s  congregation  in  1881 ; 
Rev.  Christoph,  who  was  born  in  1841,  a  minister  in  the  German  Lutheran 
church,  married  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  eight  children  constituted  his  family; 
the  next  in  order  of  birth  was  Mrs.  John  A.  Rembold,  wife  of  the  subject; 
the  youngest  was  born  in  1847  anc^  died  in  childhood. 

Over  thirty  years  of  Rev.  Mr.  Rembold’s  life  was  spent  in  educational 
work,  which  he  began  in  1858  and  he  became  one  of  the  noted  educators  of 
this  section  of  the  state  during  that  long  period  of  service  in  this  line.  Twen¬ 
ty-four  years  of  his  very  busy  and  useful  life  were  spent  in  the  ministry,  his 
first  charge  being  at  Marine  City,  Michigan,  from  which  place  he  was  soon 
transferred  to  Sanilac,  Michigan,  where  he  remained  until  1867,  when  he 
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came  to  Iowa  and  became  pastor  of  the  church  at  Bellevue.  In  1873  he  was 
appointed  superintendent  of  the  Asylum  for  Orphans  and  Destitute  Children, 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church.  He  assumed  full  charge  of  the  school, 
both  the  financial  and  clerical  business,  in  a  manner  creditable  to  himself, 
of  much  profit  to  the  institution  and  of  general  satisfaction.  Three  hundred 
children  were  taken  into  the  school,  educated  and  provided  for  otherwise  at 
the  expense  of  the  church,  during  his  superintendency,  all  homeless  and  des¬ 
titute  children  being  welcomed ;  most  of  those  children  have  become  useful 
and  worthy  citizens.  In  connection  with  his  work  there,  he  also  had  charge 
of  the  congregations  at  Andrew  and  Maquoketa,  where  he  preached  two 
Sundays  each  month.  He  also  served  as  local  missionary  at  various  times, 
preaching  to  congregations  who  were  without  a  minister,  laboring  in  such 
a  manner  at  Lost  Nation,  Spragueville,  Buckeye  and  other  places.  He  started 
the  congregations  at  the  last  three  named  places,  and,  in  fact,  served  them 
for  years.  He  revisited  each  of  these  in  1909  and  found  flourishing  condi¬ 
tions,  good  strong  churches.  He  found  his  most  pleasant  work  in  the  church ; 
he  started  many  Sunday  schools,  and  during  his  long  ministry  he  never 
missed  a  Sunday  on  account  of  sickness.  He  'was  always  liberal  in  his  views 
on  public  matters,  being  independent  in  politics,  also  liberal  in  his  views  on 
prohibition — in  fact,  he  was  not  a  prohibitionist.  Although  advanced  in 
years,  he  served  the  church  at  Wadena  until  his  death.  He  was  a  power  for 
good  in  the  church,  a  forceful,  learned,  eloquent  expounder  of  the  gospel  of 
the  lowly  Nazarene.  He  was  always  a  profound  student  and  had  one  of  the 
most  extensive  and  best  libraries  in  the  county,  composed  of  the  world’s  best 
literature,  with  which  he  was  familiar  and  he  was  a  most  charming  conver¬ 
sationalist  as  well  as  a  public  speaker.  He  led  a  useful  and  upright  life,  de¬ 
voted  to  the  church  and  its  interests  and  was  esteemed  by  all  classes. 

Finding  it  necessary  on  account  of  failing  health  to  abandon  regular 
work,  in  1885  he  purchased  the  farm  to  which  he  moved  in  1887,  which  is 
known  among  old  settlers  as  the  Turner  place  and  consists  of  two  hundred 
and  eighty  acres,  which  is  valuable  and  well  improved,  having  a  large,  at¬ 
tractive  and  cozy  dwelling  and  commodious  barns  and  outbuildings.  The 
place  is  well  watered  and  admirably  adapted  to  stock  raising  and  grain  pro¬ 
duction.  He  managed  his  place  in  a  very  able  manner  and  made  of  it  one  of 
the  choice  farms  of  the  township.  Here  Mr.  Rembold  lived  until  his  death, 
in  September,  1910. 

To  Rev.  Mr.  Rembold  and  wife  the  following  children  were  born.  Bar¬ 
bara,  born  May  23,  1866,  is  the  widow  of  Rev.  John  Moehl,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty  years  while  pastor  of  the  church  at  Lost  Nation;  Godfried,  born 
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October  9,  1868,  received  an  excellent  education,  and  is  now  a  cement  con 
tractor  at  Oelwein;  John,  born  October  11,  1870,  became  a  farmer,  assist¬ 
ing  his  father  on  the  home  place;  Hans  is  a  barber  at  West  Union,  Iowa; 
Albert,  born  January  27,  1873,  operates  the  home  farm;  Christoph,  born 
September  24,  1875,  is  a  minister  in  the  Lutheran  church  at  Berea,  Ohio;  he 
graduated  at  the  Waterbury  Seminary  at  Waverly,  Iowa,  and  he  served 
the  church  at  Lost  Nation,  Iowa,  and  Genoa,  Illinois;  Paul,  born  Febiuaiy  9, 
1878,  is  a  jeweler  at  Farmington,  Minnesota;  Mary  Ann,  bom  March  9* 
1881,  is  the  wife  of  Emil  Moschel,  a  farmer  in  Windsor  township;  Karl, 
born  December  1,  1883,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Watbush  Seminary,  and  be: 
came  a  minister,  preaching  in  the  Lutheran  church  at  Lamont  and  Aui  01  a, 
Iowa,  and  at  Dundee;  Julius,  born  November  22,  1887,  is  a  jeweler.  These 
children  were  all  well  educated  and  are  successful  in  theii  chosen  callings, 
men  and  women  of  high  ideals  and  are  regarded  as  good,  honorable  people 
wherever  they  live,  reflecting  the  wholesome  home  environment  in  which 
they  were  reared. 


LORIN  M.  STRANAHAN. 

The  history  of  the  highly  honored  venerable  citizen  whose  name  intro¬ 
duces  this  review  is  one  of  vital  interest  to  the  people  of  Fayette  county, 
with  which  it  has  been  so  intricately  entwined,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  Lorin 
M.  Stranahan  is  regarded  by  all  classes  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  progress 
of  this  county,  having,  while  advancing  his  own  interests  and  that  of  his 
immediate  family,  never  lost  sight  of  his  obligations  to  the  community  at 
large.  He  was  born  in  Canaan,  Columbia  county,  New  York,  July  13,  1831, 
the  son  of  William,  Jr.,  and  Dorcas  (Fisher)  Stranahan.  His  paternal  grand¬ 
parents  were  William,  Sr.,  and  Margaret  (Salts)  Stranahan;  through  the 
former  the  family  may  be  traced  back  through  two  generations  further  to 
one  of  their  brothers  who  came  to  America  from  Ireland,  locating  in  Colum¬ 
bia  county,  New  York,  where  the  Stranahans  have  lived  for  seven  01  eight 
generations.  When  Lorin  M.  was  only  a  few  months  old  his  parents  moved 
to  Essex  county,  New  York,  and  he  there  attended  the  public  schools  and 
worked  on  a  farm  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough.  In  1845,  when  he  was 
thirteen  years  of  age,  the  family  moved  to  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  and  there 
the  father  entered  a  quarter  section  of  land  from  the  government,  which 
was  the  family  home  for  a  period  of  nine  years.  They  had  an  interesting  trip 
from  their  eastern  home  to  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  having  made  the  journey 
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by  steamboat  on  the  lakes,  which  were  visited  at  that  time  by  frequent  squalls 
and  storms.  They  came  by  water  as  far  as  Southport,  now  Kenosha,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  and  from  there  by  wagon  through  a  rather  rough  and  unfrequented  coun¬ 
try,  which  was  wild  at  that  time  and  overrrun  by  numerous  prairie  wolves. 

In  1850  Lorin  M.  Stranahan  made  a  trip  to  West  Union,  Iowa,  there 
being  but  one  house  in  the  place  at  that  time,  having  as  his  object  securing  a 
school,  but  he  did  not  care  to  take  up  teaching  when  he  saw  the  nature  of 
the  “fare”  he  would  be  compelled  to  accept  while  “boarding  around”  and 
he  accordingly  returned  to  Wisconsin,  in  various  localities  of  which  state 
he  taught  very  successfully  for  a  period  of  six  years,  during  the  winter 
months.  A  part  of  that  time,  however,  was  spent  in  Illinois  and  Missouri. 
He  had  received  an  excellent  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Essex  county, 
New  York,  and  in  Beloit  College  at  Beloit,  Wisconsin.  During  the  summer 
he  worked  on  the  farm,  pursuing  his  studies  during  the  winter  months 
and  later  began  teaching,  which  he  made  a  very  successful  undertaking. 

In  1853  Mr.  Stranahan  again  came  to  Iowa  and  purchased  land,  but  re¬ 
turned  to  Illinois  to  teach  during  the  following  winter.  He  purchased  a  farm 
lying  between  Fayette  and  Arlington,  in  Fayette  county,  near  where  the  Corn 
Hill  postoffice  was  formerly  located,  having  secured  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  prairie  land  and  one  hundred  acres  of  timber  land  in  Fairfield  town¬ 
ship.  He  also  acquired  another  eighty  acres  the  following  fall,  this  being 
known  as  “graduation  land,”  which  had  been  in  the  market  until  a  specified 
time  stated  by  the  government,  the  price  being  reduced  according  to  the  time 
it  remained  unsold,  he  having  purchased  this  land  for  seventy-five  cents  per 
acre.  It  is  now  worth  about  sixty-five  dollars  per  acre  without  improvements. 

Mr.  Stranahan’s  parents  came  with  him  to  Fayette  county,  in  1854,  the 
father  dying  the  same  year  and  was  buried  at  Taylorsville,  the  mother  dying 
two  years  later. 

In  those  early  days  corn  was  worth  only  seventeen  cents  per  bushel  and 
Mr.  Stranahan  was  compelled  to  haul  his  wheat  to  McGregor,  quite  a  dis¬ 
tance,  in  order  to  secure  a  market.  His  home  was  then  a  frontier  cabin  sit¬ 
uated  upon  the  open  prairie,  across  which  one  could  look  for  many  miles 
on  either  hand,  but  industry,  enterprise  and  hard  work  developed  the  raw 
land  into  a  rich  and  highly  productive  farm,  one  of  the  best  in  the  county. 
Prospering  from  the  first,  he  was  soon  enabled  to  build  a  substantial  and 
comfortable  home  which  is  today  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the  county, 
being  surrounded  by  fine  shade  trees,  planted  by  his  own  hands,  and  made 
many  other  improvements,  both  useful  and  ornamental.  In  many  respects 
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Mr.  Stranahan  has  shown  himself  to  be  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  this 
locality. 

Mr.  Stranahan  was  married  in  1856  to  Sarah  Cockerell  in  St.  Charles 
county,  Missouri.  She  was  born  in  Northumberland  county,  Virginia,  May 
30,  1833,  of  an  excellent  old  Southern  family.  This  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  eight  children,  of  which  number  two  died  in  infancy ;  the  others  are 
named  as  follows :  William,  who  married  Emily  Moore,  lived  at  Harper, 
Kansas,  until  his  death,  in  1892;  he  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren,  one  of  whom  died  in  early  childhood,  those  living  being,  Lily,  William, 
Grace,  Frank  and  Helen.  Lizzie  Stranahan  married  William  B.  Stevenson, 
a  well  known  citizen  of  Fayette,  and  they  have  two  children,  Oliver  W.  and 
Nellie  I.,  the  former  having  married  Imogen  Cobb,  daughter  of  Sidney  Cobb, 
and  he  is  practicing  law  in  Fayette;  Nellie  is  editor  of  the  alumni  department 
of  the  Upper  Iowa  University  Collegian.  Nellie  Stranahan  married  Win¬ 
field  Moine  and  they  live  on  a  farm  in  Clayton  county,  about  five  miles  from 
Arlington,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Edna,  who  died  when  six  years  of 
age.  Frank  Stranahan  married  Lida  Bogart,  daughter  of  Isaac  Bogart,  of 
Oelwein,  and  they  are  living  in  Fayette,  but  own  a  farm  near  that  town; 
they  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Merritt,  Mildred  and  Margory.  Loren 
Seymour  Stranahan  died  in  September,  1888;  he  and  Frank  were  twin 
brothers.  Warren  Stranahan,  who  is  farming  near  Hurdland,  Missouri, 
married  Ada  Homewood  and  they  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  living,  one 
child  having  died  in  infancy;  those  living  are,  Bessie,  Willard,  Blanche,  How¬ 
ard  and  Esta. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Stranahan  was  a  leading  citizen  of  Smithfield  town¬ 
ship,  having  taken  a  prominent  part  in  local  public  affairs  and  held  every 
office  in  the  township  with  the  exception  of  that  of  constable.  He  is  usually 
found  working  with  the  Democratic  party,  having  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Franklin  Pierce  for  President  in  1852,  but  he  is  in  nowise  narrow  in  his 
views  and  is  rather  independent  in  politics.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Green¬ 
back  party  during  its  existence,  but  he  afterwards  returned  to  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  He  never  belonged  to  any  secret  order  except  the  Grange  and 
that  was  years  ago.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  in  Smithfield  township  until 
he  moved  into  Fayette,  since  which  time  he  has  refused  to  hold  office.  On  one 
occasion  he  was  the  nominee  of  the  party  for  county  treasurer,  but  the  county 
being  overwhelmingly  Republican  he  failed  of  election. 

In  January,  1885,  Mrs.  Stranahan  was  called  to  her  reward,  and  in  May, 
1887,  Mr.  Stranahan  married  Mary  E.  Brooks,  daughter  of  Chancy  Brooks, 
one  of  Fayette  county’s  first  pioneers,  he  having  been  born  in  Livingston 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


691 


county,  New  York,  in  1817,  the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Olive  (Harris)  Brooks. 
Chancy  Brooks  married  Hannah  Casebier,  a  native  of  Wayne  county,  Ohio, 
and  they  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  May  13,  1847,  finding  here  a  wild 
prairie  and  virgin  timber-land  on  which  lived  Indians  and  wild  beasts,  and  at 
that  time  there  were  no  settlers  living  north  of  the  Volga.  He  was  an  indus¬ 
trious  and  upright  man  and  he  became  prosperous. 

In  1892  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stranahan  moved  into  Fayette  and  he  sold  his 
farms  to  his  sons,  Frank  living  two  and  one-half  miles  south  of  Fayette  and 
Warren  residing  at  the  old  home.  Mr.  Stranahan,  in  order  not  to  be  idle 
and  to  gratify  his  desire  to  raise  small  fruit,  bought  twenty-two  acres  on  the 
east  edge  of  the  town  of  Fayette,  which  he  cultivates,  and  has  shown  great 
skill  and  good  management  in  the  raising  of  a  variety  of  small  fruits.  One 
year  he  raised  strawberries  extensively,  producing  on  two  and  one-half  acres 
two  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  of  strawberries.  At  one  time  he  had  seventy- 
five  hands  engaged  in  picking  them.  He  also  owns  several  good  houses  and 
lots,  besides  some  valuable  business  properties  in  Fayette,  and  he  owns  a 
part  interest  in  the  opera  house  here.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Inter-State 
Telephone  Company  and  he  is  also  interested  in  the  State  Bank  at  West  Union. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stranahan  have  many  loyal  and  warm  friends  throughout 
the  county,  and  he  is  honored  as  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Smithfield  township, 
in  the  organization  and  development  of  which  he  bore  a  prominent  part. 
He  is  public-spirited,  having  always  been  ready  to  do  what  he  could  in  the 
development  of  his  community,  and  his  efforts  along  business  lines  have 
been  crowned  with  abundant  success,  as  they  deserved,  owing  to  his  close  ap¬ 
plication  to  whatever  he  had  in  hand  and  his  honorable  dealing  with  his  fellow 
men,  having  always  been  regarded  in  every-day  life  as  a  man  whose  word 
was  as  good,  if  not  better,  than  the  bond  of  many.  Honesty  and  integrity  are 
no  meaningless  terms  with  him  and  his  record  as  a  man  and  citizen  is  without 
blemish. 


EZRA  L.  ROWLAND. 

A  man  deserving  mention  in  this  history  of  Fayette  county  is  Ezra  L. 
Rowland,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  for  he  was  born  and  raised  in  Dover 
township  of  this  county  and  during  his  life  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
a  progressive  and  enterprising  manner  in  furthering  the  interests  of  the 
community  by  a  careful  and  intelligent  development  of  his  own  land,  for 
it  is  a  well  recognized  principle  that  where  a  man  does  extremely  well  with 
his  own  interests,  the  public,  as  well  as  himself,  is  benefited. 
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Ezra  L.  Rowland,  the  son  of  P.  L.  Rowland,  of  Dover  township,  was 
born  on  December  6,  1874.  His  education  was  acquired  at  the  township 
schools.  After  completing  his  school  course,  he  resided  with  his  parents, 
assisting  his  father  in  caring  for  the  home  farm.  His  mother  passed  beyond 
on  January  29,  1890,  but  he  and  his  father  made  their  home  together  until 
November  21,  1903,  when  his  father  joined  the  mother  in  the  other  world. 

Mr.  Rowland  continued  to  live  on  the  home  farm  and  has  managed  it 
most  successfully  and  economically.  Upon  coming  into  his  inheritance  the 
tract  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres,  and  to  these  he  has 
since  added  forty-eight  acres.  In  1906  and  1908  he  erected  two  fine  new 
barns,  excellently  built  and  equipped,  which  were  erected  with  a  view  to  the 
better  conducting  of  his  general  farming  business,  but  also  for  the  purpose 
of  caring  for  the  stock  which  he  takes  great  pride  and  interest  in  bleeding. 
His  two  specialties  in  stock  raising  are  the  very  best  high-grade  Norman 
horses  and  pure  bred  Poland-China  hogs.  To  these  two  specialties  he  has 
given  all  the  time  and  attention  he  can  spare  from  his  general  farming  in¬ 
dustry  with  such  excellent  results  that  he  is  widely  known  for  the  grade  of 
stock  which  he  raises,  and  for  which  there  is  a  demand,  often  from  distant 

points. 

On  December  12,  1902,  Mr.  Rowland  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Emilia  Vasby,  and  their  union  was  blessed  with  a  daughter,  Elvira  Rachel. 
Mrs.  Rowland  passed  away  on  February  24,  1905.  Mr.  Rowdand  remained 
a  widower  until  December  20,  1906,  when  he  married  Bertha  E.  Wirz,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  two  daughters,  named  Matilda  Evon  and  Mildred 

Isabel. 

Mr.  Rowland  is  a  Republican,  but  has  not  been  active  in  politics  other 
than  furthering  in  a  quiet  way  whenever  possible  the  interests  of  his  party 
locally.  He  is  actively  interested  in  educational  affairs  111  this  community, 
being  a  member  of  the  school  board,  of  which  he  has  been  president  foi  the 
last  three  years ;  he  was  also  treasurer  of  the  board  for  some  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowland  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  church,  in  the 
work  of  which  they  take  a  practical  interest. 


JOHN  F.  HARRINGTON,  M.  D. 

Conspicuous  among  the  many  successful  men  in  the  medical  profession 
in  Fayette  county  stands  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  his  position  as  one 
of  the  leaders  of  the  community  is  not  only  deserved  by  reason  of  his  ability 
and  success  as  a  physician,  but  also  because  of  the  connection  which  his 
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family  has  had  with  the  growth  and  development  of  the  county,  his  father 
having  been  actively  connected  with  business  interests  in  the  county  for  many 
years. 

J.  F.  Harrington  was  born  in  Jackson  county,  Iowa,  on  July  6,  1871, 
being  the  only  son  of  Ira  L.  and  Jennie  (Stahl)  Harrington,  his  paternal 
parent  having  removed  to  Jackson  county  from  Cayuga  Falls,  Ohio,  and  his 
mother  being  a  native  of  Clayton  county,  Iowa.  Although  he  had  been  reared 
on  a  farm,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  the  business  instinct  asserted  itself 
in  Iia  L.  Harrington,  and  he  took  up  well-drilling  in  Jackson  county,  where 
he  was  an  early  settler,  helping  to  operate  the  first  well-drilling  outfit  ever 
seen  there.  In  1878  he  removed  to  Elgin,  Fayette  county,  and  in  this  countv 
he  drilled  many  wells  and  also  took  up  extensively  the  business  of  handling 
pumps  and  wind  mills,  in  which  he  was  likewise  successful.  After  continuing: 
for  some  years  in  these  different  lines  of  business,  he  took  up  bridge  work  and 
insurance,  and  .in  the  latter  he  is  still  engaged.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  well  and  favorably  known  throughout 
the  county. 

J.  F.  Harrington,  after  attending  the  schools  at  Elgin.  Iowa,  entered 
the  State  University  in  1891,  leaving  that  institution  in  1894,  when  he  en¬ 
tered  the  Keokuk  Medical  College,  for  his  training  for  professional  life.  After 
graduation  from  the  medical  college,  he  began  his  practice  at  Westgate,  Iowa, 
where  he  remained  one  year,  removing  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  Ossian,  Iowa, 
where  he  practiced  for  one  and  one-half  years,  from  this  latter  place  removing 
to  Eldorado,  Iowa,  where  he  resided,  practicing,  for  three  and  a  half  years, 
whence  he  removed  to  New  Albin,  where  he  lived  until  1904.  In  that  year  he 
located  at  Wadena,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  resided  and  where  he  is  enjoy¬ 
ing  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  In  addition  to  his  extensive  private  prac¬ 
tice,  Doctor  Harrington  is  medical  examiner  for  the  Royal  Neighbors, 
Brotherhood  of  American  Yeoman,  Northwest  Life  Insurance  Company  and 
the  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Company. 

In  1899  Doctor  Harrington  married  Elizabeth  S.  Thompson,  of  Eldo¬ 
rado,  Iowa,  and  a  son,  Hawley  R.,  was  born  to  them  on  October  6,  1900,  this 
son  now  attending  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  School  at  Mason 
City,  Iowa.  On  March  15,  1902,  Doctor  Harrington  suffered  a  great  mis¬ 
fortune  in  the  death  of  his  wife. 

The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  of  Wadena, 
Iowa,  of  the  Royal  Neighbors  and  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
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lows  of  Arlington,  Iowa.  To  his  professional  ability  and  capacity  is  added 
an  attractive  personality  and  those  characteristics  which  attract  and  make 
friends,  for  Doctor  Harrington  has  a  host  of  friends,  not  only  in  Wadena, 
but  throughout  the  entire  county.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat. 


JOHN  STANSBARY. 


Among  the  prominent  citizens  of  Fayette  county  who  have  had  a  large 
part  in  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  this  section  of  the  state,  none 
stand  higher  in  the  community  than  John  Stansbary,  who,  though  now  re¬ 
tired  from  active  participation  in  business  activities,  is  still  numbered  among 
the  representative  citizens  of  the  county.  Mr.  Stansbary  was  born  in  Mus¬ 
kingum  county,  Ohio,  in  1841,  the  son  of  George  and  Margaret  (  Welch)  Stans¬ 
bary  and  the  grandson  of  Isaiah  Stansbary.  Isaiah  Stansbary,  who  was  a 
slaveholder  and  lived  twelve  miles  from  Baltimore,  Maryland,  married  in 
Ohio.  Margaret  Welch  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  George  and  Margaret 
Stansbary  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  three  died  in  early 
childhood ;  the  others,  who  are  all  living,  are  as  follows :  Mary,  the  wife  of 
William  Bennett  and  living  near  Elgin,  this  county;  Edmona,  the  wife  of 
George  West,  lived  near  West  Union,  this  county,  until  recently,  when  they 
moved  to  South  Dakota ;  Isaiah  lives  at  Maynard,  this  county ;  L.  L.  has  lived 
in  Fayette  county  most  of  his  life ;  Milliron  lives  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa;  William 
J.  lives  near  Los  Angeles,  California;  J.  J.  is  in  Montana;  John  is  the  imme¬ 
diate  subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  subject  remained  in  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  about  eight  years  old.  In  1849  George  Stansbary  brought  his  family 
to  Fayette  county,  locating  near  the  present  site  of  West  Union.  The  only 
other  settlers  in  that  neighborhood  then  'were  William  Wells  and  Jacob  Smith; 
also  a  man  named  Uri  or  Ory.  The  government  land  had  not  yet  been 
opened  to  entry.  All  kinds  of  game  was  plentiful  and  the  family  larder  did 
not  lack  for  fresh  meat.  The  nearest  flouring  mill  was  twenty-six  miles  dis¬ 
tant  and  Mrs.  Stansbary’s  father  was  engaged  in  making  barrels  for  this  mill. 
Indians  were  still  to  be  seen  occasionally,  though  from  that  time  forward  they 
gave  the  settlers  no  trouble.  When  the  Stansbarys  first  came  they  lived  for 
about  three  weeks  with  William  Wells.  Mr.  Uri  had  broken  thirty  acres  of 
land  and  had  erected  a  rude  shack.  Mr.  Stansbary  paid  him  for  the  improve¬ 
ments  he  had  made  and  took  his  place,  and  the  following  year  he  also  entered 
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two  hundred  acres  of  government  land  near  by.  During  that  summer  (1850) 
he  helped  to  build  the  first  house  erected  on  the  original  plat  of  West  Union, 
it  being  a  log  house  owned  by  J.  W.  Rogers.  What  is  now  the  court  house 
square  was  then  a  wheat  field.  Four  years  after  Mr.  Stansbary  obtained  this 
land  he  sold  at  a  big  advance  and  then  made  a  prospecting  trip  of  several 
hundr ed  miles,  taking  his  family  with  him  in  two  wagons.  After  looking  the 
country  carefully  over,  he  decided  that  Fayette  county  was  the  equal  if  not 
the  best  that  he  had  seen,  and  he  returned  to  West  Union.  Soon  afterward 
he  bought  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Illyria  township  about  seven  miles 
east  of  West  Union,  and  there  he  lived  until  the  spring  of  1892,  when  he  sold 

his  farm  and  moved  to  Oelwein,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days  dyin°- 
March  3,  1897.  S 

John  Stansbaiy  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  his  marriage,  in  1863,  when  he  went  to  farming  on  his  own  ac¬ 
count  in  Illyria  township,  where  he  bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres.  He  was 
a  hard  worker  and  a  good  manager  and  was  prospered,  so  that  from  time  to 
time  he  was  enabled  to  add  to  his  landed  possessions,  eventually  becoming  the 
ownei  of  five  hundred  acres  of  good  land.  After  he  had  gotten  a  good  start 
as  a  farmer,  he  became  interested  in  the  stock  business,  buying  hogs  and  rais¬ 
ing  cattle,  which  he  shipped  to  the  Chicago  market.  On  the  23d  of  August. 
1887,  he  moved  to  Oelwein,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  had  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century  devoted  himself  indefatigably  to  business  and  had  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  acquiring  a  fair  competence,  so  that  now  he  is  enabled  to  enjoy  that 
rest  which  he  so  richly  earned.  During  the  past  four  years  he  has  spent 
the  winteis  neai  Los  Angeles,  California.  Mr.  Stansbary  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  the  Aetna  State  Bank  at  Oelwein  and  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  until  1909,  when  his  continued  absence  in  California  led  him 
to  resign  from  that  official  position,  though  he  still  remains  a  stockholder  in 
the  institution.  He  now  owns  a,  one-hundred-acre  farm  in  this  county,  and 
has  four  hundred  acres  of  land  located  near  Milner,  Sargent  county,  North 
Dakota. 

On  March  25,  1863,  Mr.  Stansbary  was  united  in  marriage  to  Finette 
Hopkins,  who  was  born  in  Boone  county,  Illinois,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Nancy  (Hinman)  Hopkins.  Her  father  was  born  in  New  York  state  Decem¬ 
ber  5,  1814,  and  her  mother  in  the  same  state  April  1,  1823.  After  Mrs. 
Stansbary’s  birth  her  family  moved  to  Wisconsin,  where  they  remained  until 
June,  1849,  when  they  came  to  Iowa,  locating  near  Lima,  Fayette  county. 
Her  parents  lived  in  this  county  until  1863,  when  they  went  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  they  lived  for  several  years,  eventually  moving  to  Phelps  county,  Mis- 
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souri,  where  they  spent  their  remaining  days,  the  father  dying  July  20,  1879, 
and  the  mother  February  23,  1887.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stansbary  three  children 
have  been  born,  of  whom  one,  a  daughter,  died  in  infancy.  James  K.,  who 
owns  and  operates  a  farm  about  two  and  a  half  miles  north  of  Fayette,  mar¬ 
ried  Addie  Butler,  daughter  of  Lorin  Butler,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  six 
children,  namely:  Beulah  E.,  Lola  F.,  Blanche,  Bernice,  Milan  and  Leland. 
Clara  Belle  is  the  wife  of  James  Sykes,  a  traveling  salesman  living  in  Kansas 
City,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Lillian.  Besides  their  own  children,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stansbary  have  an  adopted  son,  Albert  C.,  who  is  unmarried  and 

lives  in  this  county,  being  engaged  in  farming. 

In  matters  political  Mr.  Stansbary  has -given  his  support  to  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party,  and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  several  years,  eventually 
resigning  the  position.  He  was  for  six  years  a  useful  member  of  the  Oelwein 
city  council.  In  1908  he  was  a  delegate  from  Fayette  county  to  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  state  convention.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows.  The  story  of  Mr.  Stansbary’s  success  is  short  and  simple, 
containing  no  exciting  chapters,  but  in  it  lies  one  of  the  valuable  secrets  of 
the  marked  prosperity  which  it  records,  and  his  private  and  business  life  are 
pregnant  with  interest  and  incentive,  no  matter  how  lacking  in  dramatic  action, 
for  in  it  we  find  the  record  of  an  honorable  and  useful  life,  consistent  with 
itself  and  its  possibilities  in  every  particular. 


HON.  JOHN  D.  SHAFFER. 


Among  the  most  conspicuous  and  widely  known  citizens  of  Fayette 
county  in  recent  years  is  Hon.  John  D.  Shaffer,  who  was  born  in  Black  Hawk 
county,  Iowa,  May  18,  1858.  His  father,  Rev.  Israel  Shaffer,  for  many 
vears  an  eminent  minister  of  the  United  Brethren  church,  was  a  native  of 
Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  his  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  M.  Schrock,  was  also  born  and  reared  in  Pennsylvania.  Israel 
Shaffer  went  to  Illinois  in  1847,  locating  in  Stevenson  county,  where  his 
marriage  occurred  three  years  later,  and  immediately  thereafter  he  engaged 
actively  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  of  the  Albright  Methodist  church,  with 
which  he  became  identified  in  early  youth.  Later  he  withdrew  from  that  body 
and  joined  the  church  of  the  United  Brethren,  in  which  he  soon  rose  to  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  prominence  and  influence  and  with  which  he  labored  very  successfully 
as  a  minister  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  About  ten  years  after  his 
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mari  iage,  Reverend  Shaffer  moved  to  Black  Hawk  county,  Iowa,  where  he 
soon  engaged  in  missionary  work,  traveling  over  the  vast  thinly-settled 
piairies,  visiting  many  localities  and  founding  a  number  of  churches,  not  a 
few  of  which  are  still  in  existence  and  among  the  most  successful  organiza¬ 
tions  of  the  above  denomination  in  the  state. 

As  a  preacher  Reverend  Shaffer  possessed  much  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  having  been  a  master  of  assemblages,  and  his  earnest  presentations  of 
the  truths  of  the  gospel,  reinforced  by  superior  gifts  of  exhortation  and  power 
of  song,  never  failed  to  move  his  audiences  and  render  his  labors  effective. 
No  minister  in  Iowa  has  done  more  to  build  up  the  United  Brethren  church 
than  he,  having  been  an  active  and  influential  member  from  the  year  1856 
until  his  death,  during  which  period  he  traveled  twenty-five  circuits  besides 
sei  ving  some  years  as  presiding  elder,  his  last  field  of  labor  being  the  Fayette 
circuit,  where  he  was  called  from  the  church  militant  to  the  church  triumphant 
on  December  11,  1883,  dying  from  a  stroke  of  apoplexy  while  engaged  in 
the  active  duties  of  his  holy  office. 

The  family  of  Israel  and  Mary  M.  Shaffer  consisted  of  the  following 
children:  Sylvester,  who  married  Nancy  Jane  Albright  and  lives  at  Alma, 
Nebraska;  Charles  Luther,  whose  wife  was  Maria  Ogle,  after  whose  death 
he  married  Mrs.  Isabel  (Nichols)  Jacquette,  of  Fayette  county;  John  D.,  of 
this  review;  Emeline,  wife  of  T.  J.  Capper;  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  J.  I.  Phillips, 
and  Ella,  now  Mrs.  Samuel  Greenley,  of  Elgin,  the  mother  dying  at  the 
latter  place  in  March  of  the  year  1905. 

John  D.  Shaffer  spent  his  early  life  on  his  father’s  farm  and  while  still 
young  was  taught  those  sterling  principles  of  rectitude  and  honor  which  tend 
to  well  rounded  character  and  upright  manhood.  His  education  was  obtained 
in  the  public  schools,  supplemented  by  a  partial  course  at  Western  Iowa 
College,  after  which  he  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  which, 
with  stock  raising,  he  has  since  followed  with  success  such  as  few  achieve. 
Since  the  year  1866  he  has  lived  in  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  and  from 
that  time  to  the  present  he  has  been  active  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
advancement  of  the  community  and  influential  in  inaugurating  and  carrying 
forward  important  enterprises  for  the  welfare  of  his  fellowmen.  In  politics 
Mr.  Shaffer  has  always  been  an  uncompromising  Republican  and  his  time, 
talents  and,  when  necessary,  his  means  have  been  generously  devoted  to  the 
maintenance  of  his  party’s  principles  and  candidates.  His  intelligence  and 
well-balanced  judgment  were  early  recognized  by  his  neighbors  and  fellow 
citizens  as  peculiarly  fitting  him  for  positions  of  honor  and  trust  and  some 
years  ago  he  was  elected  assessor  of  his  township,  in  addition  to  which  he  also 
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served  six  years  as  a  member  of  the  comity  board  of  supervisors.  The  ability 
displayed  in  these  offices  made  him  widely  and  favorably  known  as  a  man  to 
be  trusted  with  still  more  important  public  duties,  hence  in  1903  he  was  chosen 
to  represent  Fayette  county  in  the  General  Assembly,  serving  with  maiked 
distinction  in  the  thirtieth,  thirty-first  and  thirty-second  sessions  of  that  body. 
As  a  legislator  he  took  high  rank  among  his  colleagues  and  performed  an 
important  part  in  the  work  of  the  sessions  with  which  he  was  connected. 
In  addition  to  serving  on  a  number  of  committees  and  taking  an  active  inter¬ 
est  in  the  general  deliberations  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  he  championed 
several  important  bills  which  gave  him  wide  publicity,  among  them  being  one 
governing  the  introduction  of  diseased  cattle  into  the  state,  which  was 
bitterly  opposed  by  the  packing-house  interests,  but  which,  aftei  much  con¬ 
tention  and  debate,  was  passed  and  is  now  a  law. 

Mr.  Shaffer’s  legislative  career  was  creditable  to  himself  and  highly 
satisfactory  to  his  constituents  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  retired 
from  office  with  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  irrespective  of  political 
affiliations,  men  of  all  parties  uniting  in  pronouncing  him  an  able,  creditable 
and  in  every  respect  honorable  and  upright  public  servant.  As  an  agricul¬ 
turist  he  easily  ranks  among  the  most  enterprising  and  successful  of  the 
locality  in  which  he  resides,  his  fine  place  of  three  hundred  twenty-seven 
acres  being  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  desirable  rural  homes  in  Illyria 
and  comparing  favorably  with  the  best  improved  and  most  valuable  faims  in 
the  county  of  Fayette.  As  indicated  in  a  preceding  paragraph,  he  devotes 
considerable  attention  to  live  stock  and  during  the  past  twenty-five  years  he 
has  been  dealing  quite  extensively  in  the  finer  breeds  of  horses,  making  a 
specialty  of  the  Percheron  breed  besides  doing  much  to  improve  those  for 
coach  and  general  road  purposes.  He  is  also  a  recognized  authority  on  Short¬ 
horn  cattle,  which  he  breeds  and  raises  in  large  numbers,  his  flocks  of  Shrop¬ 
shire  sheep  and  fine  grade  of  Poland  China  swine  attesting  the  interest  he 
takes  in  making  the  stock  business  one  of  his  principal  sources  of  income.  In 
addition  to  his  home-farm,  he  owns  a  fine  tract  of  land  in  Minnesota,  which 
has  increased  very  materially  in  value  since  coming  into  his  possession,  this 
with  his  other  interests  making  him  not  only  independent  but  one  of  the 
wrell-to-do  men  of  his  community. 

Mr.  Shaffer’s  domestic  life  dates  from  September  19,  1878,  at  which  time 
he  was  married  to  Susan  C.  Robbins,  wdiose  parents,  Francis  K.  and  Chris¬ 
tina  (Peters)  Robbins,  were  among  the  early  pioneers  of  Clayton  county, 
Iowa,  both  dying  in  the  year  1909.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  this  esti¬ 
mable  old  couple,  the  following  are  living,  viz:  Jerome,  a  prosperous  farmer 
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of  Clayton  county;  Mrs.  Maloa  McCrea,  of  Alberta,  Canada;  John  C.,  a 
farmer  and  representative  citizen  of  Fayette  county ;  Arvilla,  widow  of  George 
Stamp,  of  Cedar  Rapids;  Mrs.  Susan  Shaffer,  wife  of  the  subject;  Mrs.  Irvin 
Crane,  of  Elkader,  this  state;  Mrs.  Amy  Layton,  of  West  Union;  James,  of 
Volga,  Iowa,  and  Nora,  wife  of  Edward  Klingman,  of  Elgin. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaffer  has  been  blessed  with  eight  off¬ 
spring,  namely:  Mable,  now  Mrs.  Harry  Gilson,  of  Alma,  Nebraska;  they 
have  three  children,  Donald,  Dorothy  and  George.  Israel,  the  second  in  or¬ 
der  of  birth,  married  Bessie  Richards  and  is  the  father  of  two  children,  La- 
Fonda  and  Ralph.  John  M.,  whose  wife  was  formerly  Inez  Howard,  lives 
on  the  home  farm  in  Illyria  township.  Raymond  W.  married  Nora  Crane,  of 
Elgin,  and  has  three  children,  Herschel,  Irvin  and  Virgil.  Myrtle  and 
Ethel  are  students  at  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  Hazel  and  Mary,  the 
youngest,  being  still  under  the  parental  roof. 

The  subject  and  wife,  together  with  their  children,  are  respected  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  United  Brethren  church  and  manifest  an  active  interest  in  the 
local  society  to  which  they  belong.  As  a  neighbor  and  citizen  Mr.  Shaffer  is 
loyal  to  the  last  degree,  and  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he 
is  acquainted.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  genial  quality  and  of  a  charitable  and 
forgiving  disposition,  generous  in  all  of  his  impulses,  and  those  who  known 
him  well  assert  that  no  worthy  friend  or  cause  ever  applied  or  was  presented 
to  him  in  Vain.  His  influence  has  ever  been  on  the  right  side  of  every  moral 
issue  and  he  stands  today  a  creditable  representative  of  the  successful  Ameri¬ 
can  farmer  and  enterprising  man  of  affairs. 


PETER  HOEPFNER. 

No  people  that  go  to  make  up  our  cosmopolitan  civilization  have  better 
habits  of  life  than  those  who  came  originally  from  the  great  German  em¬ 
pire  for  they  and  their  descendants  are  distinguished  for  their  thrift  and 
honesty,  and  these  two  qualities  in  the  inhabitants  of  any  country  will  in  the 
end  alone  make  that  country  great.  When  with  these  two  qualities  is  coupled 
the  other  quality  of  sound  sense,  which  all  classes  of  these  people  seem  to 
possess,  there  are  afforded  such  qualities  as  will  enrich  any  land  and  place  it 
at  the  top  of  the  countries  of  the  world  in  the  scale  of  elevated  humanity, 
and  the  gentleman  whose,  name  initiates  this  biographical  review  may  well 
be  proud  of  the  fact  that  he  belongs  to  this  noble  race  of  mankind. 

Peter  Hoepfner,  a  farmer  of  Center  township,  Fayette  county,  was  born 
in  Germany,  October  6,  1852,  the  son  of  Jonas  and  Maiy  (Tim)  Hoepfner, 
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both  born  in  Germany,  where  they  grew  to  maturity  and  married  and  theie 
the  father  worked  at  various  things  in  an  effort  to  make  an  honest  living, 
until  1870,  when  he  brought  his  family,  consisting  of  wife,  two  sons  and  one 
daughter,  to  America  and  located  at  Naperville,  Illinois,  and  there  the  father 
found  employment  at  various  lines  of  work,  spending  the  latter  pait  of  his 
life  with  his  sons.  Jonas  Hoepfner  died  in  1875?  his  oldest  son  came 
to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  in  Banks  township,  wheie  the  paients  died 
and  where  the  son,  mentioned  above,  farmed  for  many  years. 

Peter  Hoepfner  received  his  education  in  the  fatherland,  being  eighteen 
years  old  when  he  came  to  the  United  States.  He  began  life  here  by  farming 
in  Illinois  until  1892  when  he  came  to  Iowa  and  bought  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Center  township,  Fayette  county,  where  he  still  resides  and 
which  he  has  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation  and  improvement,  having 
erected  a  large  and  substantial  barn  and  made  other  noticeable  changes.  He 
is  a  general  farmer  and  stock  raiser  and  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
chosen  line  of  work. 

Mr.  Hoepfner  was  married  in  1876  to  Louisa  Schulty,  who  was  born  in 
Germany,  the  daughter  of  Herman  and  Christina  (Saase)  Schulty,  who  came 
to  America  in  1868,  and  located  at  Naperville,  Illinois,  and  there  followed 
farming  until  he  retired  to  the  village  of  Naperville.  The  following  chil¬ 
dren  have  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Hoepfner:  Minnie  (deceased), 
Lewis,  Augusta,  Emma  (deceased),  Nellie,  Mary,  Herman,  Liza,  Fred, 
Lulu  (deceased)  and  Peter. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoepfner  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  in 
political  matters  he  is  a  Democrat;  he  has  been  school  director  and  load 
supervisor  for  many  years,  very  conscientiously  performing  the  duties  of 
these  offices,  for  he  is  always  interested  in  whatever  tends  to  the  betterment 
of  his  community. 


HERMANN  HENRY  PIEPER. 

After  a  life  of  honor  and  industry,  fraught  with  good  deeds  to  his  fel¬ 
low  men,  Hermann  Henry  Pieper,  late  of  Windsor  township,  Fayette  county, 
closed  his  earthly  accounts  and  took  up  his  work  anew  in  the  unseen  world, 
leaving  behind  him  an  ample  competence  for  his  family,  a  host  of  warm 
friends  and,  what  is  to  be  admired  most  of  all,  a  good  name.  Although  an 
American  by  adoption  only,  he  was  loyal  to  our  flag  and  institutions,  just 
the  same  as  he  was  in  his  native  country,  Germany,  having  been  born  in 
Hanover,  September  29,  1835.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  in  June,  1870, 
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y  hen  thiitv  five  years  of  age,  he  was  married.  The  following  year  he  grati¬ 
fied  an  ambition  of  long  standing  and  came  to  America  to  try  his  fortune, 
going  diiect  to  Grant  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  spent  ten  years.  In 
Maich,  1881,  he  came  to  Iowa,  locating  on  the  farm  now  owned  bv  his  heirs 
m  Windsor  township,  Fayette  county,  one  mile  south  of  Hawkeye.  He  pur¬ 
chased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  at  thirty-four  dollars  per  acre,  includ¬ 
ing  ci  ops,  etc.  It  was  owned  by  Mary  Probst.  He  went  in  debt  for  most  of 
the  place  and  he  had  but  little  property  when  he  first  came ;  however,  he 
hi  ought  a  team  from  Wisconsin,  and  he  had  about  five  hundred  dollars  in 
German  money  to  start  on.  This  was  worth  only  about  seventy-five  cents  on 
the  dollai  in  0111  money,  but  he  was  a  man  of  great  courage,  good  management 
and  was  not  afraid  of  hard  work,  so  he  soon  transformed  the  old  and  inade¬ 
quate  buildings  on  the  place  to  new  and  substantial  ones,  improved  the  farm 
in  e\ ei)  way  and  soon  had  it  paid  for  and  making  a  nice  living  by  general 
farming.  He  and  his  wife  were  both  members  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

Mr.  Pieper  had  served  as  a  soldier  in  Hanover  under  King  George 
before  leaving  Germany,  having  been  in  the  army  eighteen  months.  Two 
of  his  brothers  served  in  the  Franco-Prussian  war. 

Hermann  H.  Pieper  passed  to  his  rest  on  May  17,  1889,  leaving  a 
widow  and  six  children,  the  oldest  of  whom  was  John  Henry,  then  nineteen 
years  of  age.  From  the  age  of  fourteen  he  had  assisted  in  caring  for  the 
family,  which  consisted  of  the  following  children;  John  Henry;  Hermann 
I  .,  a  faimei  in  Windsor  township  5  William  H.,  who  lives  in  Hawkeye, 
being  a  contractor  and  builder;  Mar-ia  Louisa,  who  married  C.  A.  Bruil 
and  lives  in  Oelwein ;  August,  who  died  when  eight  years  old ;  Clara  Wil- 
helmina,  who  died  May  16,  1908,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  and  six 
months,  a  student  at  the  Cedar  Rapids  Business  College. 

John  Henry  Pieper  was  born  October  20,  1871,  in  Germany,  being  but 
an  infant  when  his  parents  brought  him  to  America.  He  has  remained  with 
his  mother  and  has  devoted  his  attention  to  the  farm  since  a  mere  lad  and  he 
has  been  very  successful  in  farming  and  stock  raising.  He  began  plowing 
when  so  small  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  reach  up  to  hold  the  handles. 
He  has  made  numerous  improvements  on  the  place  and  erected  the  present 
comfortable  and  substantial  home  some  ten  years  ago  and  in  1909  he  erected 
a  large  and  well  arranged  barn.  Besides  general  farming,  he  is  carrying 
on  dairying,  milking  about  fourteen  cows,  keeping  an  excellent  grade  of 
shorthorn  stock. 

Mr.  Pieper  has  very  ably  served  as  secretary  of  the  local  school  board 
for  several  years.  He  is  also  secretary  of  the  threshing  association,  being  a 
stockholder  in  the  Mutual  Threshing  Company,  composed  of  eleven  farm- 
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ers.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and,  religiously,  a  member  of  the  Lu¬ 
theran  church.  His  mother  lives  with  him  and  he  has  always  been  very  at¬ 
tentive  to  her  every  want,  preferring  to  be  free  to  care  for  her  in  her  de¬ 
clining  years  rather  than  assume  the  responsibilities  of  the  married  state. 


WILLIAM  E.  DAVIS. 

The  record  of  Mr.  Davis  is  that  of  a  man  who  by  his  own  unaided  efforts 
worked  his  wav  from  a  modest  beginning  to  a  position  of  comparative  affluence 
and  influence  in  the  business  world.  His  life  has  been  of  unceasing  industry 
and  perseverance  and  the  honorable  methods  which  he  followed  while  actively 
engaged  in  business  won  for  him  the  unbounded  confidence  of  his  fellow 

citizens  of  Maynard.  ,  . 

William  E.  Davis  was  born  March  5,  1840,  in  Velyncwm,  Cardiganshire, 

Wales,  and  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Elenore  (James)  Davis,  both  also  natives 
of  the  same  place.  The  father  was  a  farmer  there  and  m  the  year  of  the 
subject’s  birth  the  family  came  to  America,  the  slow-going  sailing  vessel  m 
which  they  took  passage  requiring  three  months  for  the  voyage,  which  was 
characterized  by  much  rough  weather.  They  landed  in  New  Yor  <  city, 
where  they  remained  a  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  went  to  Carbon- 
dale,  Pennsylvania.  Here  for  a  year  he  was  employed  in  the  mines,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  secured  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  nineteen  acres  111 
Susquehanna  countv.  At  the  time  he  secured  possession  the  land  was  almost 
entirely  covered  with  timber.  Mr.  Davis  put  up  a  log  cabin  on  this  place  and 
entered  at  once  on  the  task  of  improving  it.  After  putting  m  three  years 
hard  labor  at  this  task,  he  moved  to  Pittston,  where  he  lived  the  ensuing  three 
vears.  He  then  returned  to  the  farm,  where  he  lived  until  seventy-five  years 
old  when  he  retired  from  active  labor  and  in  1876  came  to  Iowa,  locating  at 
Maynard,  Fayette  county.  His  death  occurred  in  1877  at  Hazleton.  His 
wife  had  died  in  1852.  In  political  belief  he  was  an  old-line  Whig  and  latei  a 
Republican.  Religiously  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church. 

They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children. 

William  E  was  reared  by  his  parents  and  educated  in  the  public  schools 

of  Pennsylvania,  completing  his  education  in  the  Hartford  University,  Hart¬ 
ford,  Pennsylvania,  and  Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  After  his  marriage,  m 
1867,  Mr.  Davis  located  in  Adams,  Minnesota,  where  for  six  yeais  he  was 
engaged  in  the  mercantile,  grain  and  stock  business.  In  the  fall  of  1873  he 
came  to  Maynard,  Iowa,  where  he  opened  a  general  store,  in  connection  with 
which  he  also  conducted  the  grain  and  stock  business,  meeting  with  excellent 
success.  Eventually  he  formed  a  partnership  with  S.  P.  Cushman,  which  as- 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


703 


sociation  was  continued  for  four  years.  Later  he  was  in  partnership  with 
C.  B.  Rich  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  disposed  of  his  inter¬ 
ests  to  John  H.  Wells.  He  then  bought  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land,  part  of  which  he  afterwards  sold,  now  being  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  acres,  all  of  which  is  located  in  Harlan  township.  He  has  for 
some  time  been  practically  retired  from  active  business  life  and  is  now  en¬ 
joying  the  fruits  of  his  former  years  of  earnest  toil.  He  is  literally  a  self- 
made  man  and  during  his  active  years  he  performed  much  hard  labor,  never 
sparing  himself  when  he  had  an  object  in  view.  His  business  life  was 
characterized  by  absolute  integrity  and  the  highest  sense  of  honor,  so  that  at 
all  times  he  has  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  all  who  have  had  dealings  with  him. 

He  is  widely  known  in  Fayette  county  and  enjoys  a  large  circle  of  warm 
and  loyal  friends. 

Politically,  All.  Davis  has  always  voted  with  the  Republican  party, 
though  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  public  office.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Maynard,  while  his  religious  belief  is  in 
harmony  with  the  creed  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  he  is  an  earnest 
and  liberal  member. 

On  December  11,  1867,  Mr.  Davis  was  united  in  marriage  with  Helen 
J.  H  ells,  who  was  born  August  15,  1841,  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pennsylvania, 
the  daughter  of  George  Holbert  and  Charlotte  (Hallock)  Wells,  the  former 
a  native  of  Goshen,  New  York,  and  the  latter  of  Orange  county,  the  same 
state.  Mr.  Wells  studied  law  at  Montrose,  Pennsylvania,  and  after  his  ad¬ 
mission  to  the  bar  he  moved  to  Wilkesbarre,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  for  fifteen  years.  Because  of 
the  failure  of  his  health  he  went  to  Susquehanna  county,  that  state,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  for  several  years,  also  engaging  in  the  dry  goods  busi¬ 
ness  at  Gibson,  that  state.  Fie  died  in  1879  and  his  wife  in  1872.  Mr.  Wells 
was  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics  and  stood  high  in  the  counsels  of  his 
party,  being  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Legislature.  Fraternally,  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance.  In  religion  he  was  a  Universalist 
and  his  wife  was  a  Baptist.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  namely: 
Helen,  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Charles,  deceased;  Emma,  who 
resides  in  California;  Hallock,  deceased;  John  H.,  of  Denver,  Colorado; 
George  D.,  deceased;  a  son  that  died  in  infancy;  Charlotte  lives  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  To  the  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  eight  children,  namely: 
(1)  George  Lincoln,  who  is  a  successful  farmer  in  Idaho,  married  Lottie 
Bell  Day  and  they  have  seven  children,  Hallee,  Arthur,  Robert,  Maude, 
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Dean  (deceased),  George  and  Catherine  (deceased).  (2)  Lena  is  the  wife 
of  Prof.  G.  E.  Finch,  of  Dillon,  Montana,  and  they  have  four  children, 
Helen,  Fred,  Eugene  and  Robert.  (3)  Walter,  who  is  an  attorney  at  Spo¬ 
kane,  Washington,  is  connected  with  public  works  there.  He  was  a  profes¬ 
sor  in  the  Lehigh  University,  Pennsylvania,  and  also  in  Grinnell  College, 
Iowa.  Subsequently  he  took  post-graduate  courses  in  the  Lelanci  Stanford 
University,  Palo  Alto,  California,  and  Yale  University  and  also  graduated 
at  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  Fayette,  Iowa.  He  married  Hazel  Klinger 
and  they  have  two  children,  Ruth  and  Mildred.  (4)  Arthur,  who  is  an 
attorney  at  Spokane,  Washington,  attended  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  at 
Fayette,  and  after  taking  a  course  in  law  at  Iowa  City,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  there.  He  married  Florence  Carpenter  and  they  have  two  children, 
Rachael  and  John.  (5)  Benjamin  attended  the  Upper  Iowa  University 
and  was  then  two  years  in  an  art  school  in  Chicago  and  one  year  in  art  study 
at  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  He  is  now  a  professional  baseball  player  with  the 
Spokane,  Washington,  club.  (6)  Jessie  is  the  wife  of  John  L.  Seaton,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Greek  in  the  Wesleyan  University,  at  Mitchell,  South  Dakota,  and 
they  have  two  children,  William  D.  and  Mary  W.  (7)  Charlotte,  who  is 
unmarried,  is  general  secretary  of  the  Young  Woman  s  Christian  Asso¬ 
ciation  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  She  was  formerly  a  preceptress  at  the  Upper 
Iowa  University  for  two  years,  and  was  afterwards  stationed  at  Chicago 
for  training-school  work  and  later  at  Montgomery,  Alabama,  as  general 
secretary  for  the  Young  Woman  s  Christian  Association  two  years.  (8) 
Irving  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Maynard  and  later  from  that  at 
West  Union,  and  also  graduated  at  Grinnell  College.  He  studied  law,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Seattle,  Washington,  and  is  now  practicing  his  pro¬ 
fession  in  partnership  with  his  brother  Arthur,  under  the  firm  name  of  Davis 
&  Davis,  at  Spokane,  Washington. 


OLIVER  B.  DODD,  M.  D. 

Among  the  old  and  well  known  medical  men  of  Fayette  county  is  Dr. 
Oliver  B.  Dodd,  of  Waucoma,  whose  long  life  of  unselfish  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  suffering  humanity  has  made  his  name  a  household  word  in  the 
town  and  adjacent  country  and  won  for  him  a  warm  and  permanent  place,  not 
onlv  in  the  hearts  of  his  many  patients  but  also  in  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  the  public.  Doctor  Dodd  is  a  native  of  Knox  county,  Ohio,  where  his 


JJ.Q}  .oft  <t-(La [/ 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


705 


birth  occurred  February  8,  1839,  being  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Phoebe  Dodd, 
both  parents  born  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

In  Ins  early  life  the  subject  attended  the  public  schools  until  finishing 
the  usual  course  of  study,  after  which  he  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  higher 
branches  in  a  seminary  at  Mt.  Carroll,  Illinois.  With  a  well  defined  purpose 
to  make  his  life  useful  to  his  fellowmen,  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine 
and  in  due  time  entered  Rush  Medical  College  at  Chicago,  which  he  attended 
during  the  winter  of  1865-6  and  later  pursued  his  researches  and  investiga¬ 
tions  m  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  of  Cincinnati,  from  which  institution 
ie  was  giaduated  with  the  class  of  1871.  On  receiving  his  degree,  the  Doctor 
ocated  at  Waucoma,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  practiced  with  gratifying  suc¬ 
cess,  being  at  this  time  one  of  the  oldest  physicians  and  surgeons  in  Fayette 

county,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  trusted  and  beloved  men  of  his  callino- 
m  this  part  of  the  state. 

From  the  beginning  of  his  career  to  the  present  time  Doctor  Dodd  has 
aimed  to  familiarize  himself  with  his  profession  and  keep  in  close  touch  with 
the  latest  discoveries  and  improvements  in  the  same,  to  the  end  that  he  might 
become  a  true  healer  and  render  suffering  humanity  the  greatest  possible  ser¬ 
vice.  As  already  stated,  his  long  period  of  residence  in  his  field  of  practice 
has  enabled  him  to  study  to  advantage  and  treat  with  marked  success  the  ills 
peculiar  to  the  locality,  and  the  universal  praise  accorded  him  bears  testimony 
to  his  eminent  standing  as  a  physician  and  the  confidence  resposed  in  him  as  a 
worthy  and  high-minded  citizen.  Doctor  Dodd  has  always  been  averse  to  pub¬ 
licity,  there  being  few  eddies  or  cascades  in  the  current  of  his  years.  He  chose 
the  noiseless  ways  and  paths  of  the  world  rather  than  the  clamor  and  din  that 
induce  unrest,  and  his  proverbial  modesty  has  ever  forbade  his  coveting  the 
glare  of  preferment  or  conspicuous  situations.  Although  unacquainted  with 
the  arts  of  personal  advancement  and  lacking  emphatically  in  self-asser¬ 
tion,  he  has  not  only  adorned  his  profession  and  gained  a  reputation  achieved 
by  few,  but  every  station  to  which  called  he  has  honored  and  his  relations 
with  his  fellow  men  have  been  charaterized  by  those  lofty  purposes  and  high 
ideals  which  mark  him  a  benefactor  of  the  race. 

In  addition  to  his  professional  experience  Doctor  Dodd  has  an  honorable 
military  record,  having  served  in  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  Fortieth 
Illinois  Infantry,  during  the  late  rebellion  and  seen  much  active  duty  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi  and  other  states  where  his  command  was  actively  engaged  until  the 
expiration  of  his  period  of  enlistment  on  the  29th  of  October,  1864.  Return¬ 
ing  to  Illinois  at  that  time,  he  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  medicine  and 
the  following  year  came  to  Waucoma,  Iowa,  where,  on  April  22,  1865,  he  was 
(45) 
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united  in  marriage  witTi  Mary  J.  Burnside,  daughter  of  George  and  Olive 
M.  Burnside,  of  Fayette  county,  the  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  three  chil¬ 
dren,  Frank  B.,  Theron  E.  and  Florence  O. 

Frank  B.  Dodd,  the  oldest  of  the  family,  was  graduated  from  the  State 
University,  after  which  he  read  medicine  in  his  father’s  office  and  later  fin¬ 
ished  his  professional  studies  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University, 
standing  among  the  highest  in  his  class  at  the  time  of  graduation.  On  leaving 
the  above  institution  he  returned  to  Waucoma  and  engaged  in  the  piactice 
with  his  father,  which  partnership  lasted  until  his  untimely  death  on  the 
1 5th  day  of  November,  1907.  Dr.  Frank  B.  Dodd  was  a  young  man  of  fine 
mind  and  exceptional  abilities  in  his  profession.  Fie  served  two  years  as 
coroner  of  Fayette  county,  and  was  on  the  high  road  to  eminence  as  a  phy¬ 
sician  and  surgeon  when  death  put  an  end  to  what  promised  to  be  an  unusually 
brilliant  and  distinguished  career. 

In  political  faith  Doctor  Dodd  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  but  in  no  sense  can  he  be  termed  a  politician.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  his  aversion  to  publicity,  however,  he  was  induced  some  years  ago  to 
accept  the  nomination  for  county  coroner,  to  which  office  he  was  duly  elected 
and  the  duties  of  which  he  discharged  with  the  same  ability  and  conscientious 
fidelity  which  characterize  his  regular  professional  services.  Fie  was  health 
officer  of  Waucoma  one  term,  also  served  as  mayor  of  the  town  and  at  one 
time  was  a  member  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors,  in  all  of  which  posi¬ 
tions  he  labored  diligently  for  the  public  good  and  made  his  official  duties 
paramount  to  every  other  consideration.  Doctor  Dodd  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  brotherhood,  in  which  he  has  attained  the  degree  of  Knight  Templar, 
being  an  influential  worker  in  the  blue  lodge  and  commandery  at  Waucoma 
and  enjoying  in  marked  degree  the  esteem  of  his  brethren  in  his  own  town  and 
elsewhere.  In  matters  religious  he  is  liberal  in  all  the  term  implies,  holding 
membership  with  no  church,  but  according  to  all  the  same  right  of  opinion 
which  he  claims  for  himself.  Respected  by  his  neighbors  and  fellow  citizens 
and  honored  by  the  public,  his  life  has  been  a  blessing  to  the  county  in  which 
he  resides. 


WILL  W.  WRIGHT. 

The  subject  of  this  article  was  born  in  South  Hero,  Vermont,  on  the  7th 
of  October,  i860.  He  is  the  only  living  child  in  a  family  of  four  born  to 
James  S.  and  Grace  M.  (Hoyt)  Wright,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New 
England.  James  S.  Wright  was  born  in  Grand  Isle  county,  Vermont,  on 
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the  14th  of  October,  1826,  and  was  a  son  of  Josiah  and  Mary  (Phelps) 
Wright.  Josiah  Wright  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  1790,  and  removed 
to  Vermont  in  early  youth.  His  death  occurred  at  North  Hero,  Vermont,  on 
the  25th  of  June,  1856,  twenty  years  prior  to  the  death  of  his  wife,  who  was 
born  in  1795,  and  died  February  22,  1876. 

James  S.  Wright  was  descended  from  families  founded  in  this  country 
during  colonial  days.  His  own  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  in  the  Green 
Mountain  state,  where  he  received  a  common  school  education,  and  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  he  came  to  Hudson,  Ohio,  where  he  served  a  regular  ap¬ 
prenticeship  to  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  was  his  vocation  for  many  years. 
After  ten  years’  absence,  he  returned  to  Vermont  and  there,  on  the  31st  of 
March,  1858,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Grace  M.  Hoyt,  who  was  born 
in  Ridgefield,  Connecticut,  May  25,  1835.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Prua  (Keeler)  Hoyt,  the  former  born  in  Westchester  county,  New  York, 
in  1806,  and  who  was  descended  from  an  old  New  England  family  of  English 
origin.  He  died  in  Vermont  in  1878.  His  wife,  Prua  Keeler,  was  born  in 
Fairfield,  Connecticut,  of  German  ancestors. 

James  S.  Wright  came  to  West  Union,  Iowa,  in  1862  and  established  a 
home  here,  which  is  occupied  by  the  survivors  of  the  family  at  this  time.  For 
some  years  he  worked  at  his  trade,  but  in  a  quiet  and  unobtrusive  manner  soon 
became  thoroughly  identified  with  the  history  of  the  county.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  first  city  council  after  the  town  of  West  Union  was  incorporated. 
He  served  three  years  as  secretary  of  the  Fayette  County  Agricultural  Society, 
was  secretary  of  the  school  board,  deputy  county  auditor,  deputy  county  clerk, 
recorder  of  the  city  council,  mayor  of  the  city,  and  held  other  minor  offices, 
thus  evincing  the  public  appreciation  of  his  capabilities  and  sterling  integrity 
as  a  citizen  and  public  officer.  In  the  fall  of  1885  he  was  elected  county  treas¬ 
urer  of  Fayette  county,  and  was  re-elected  in  1887.  Mr.  Wright  had  always 
been  a  pronounced  Democrat  in  his  political  affiliations,  and  his  success  at  the 
polls  in  a  county  strongly  Republican  is  a  fair  indication  of  his  personal 
popularity.  He  died  in  this  city,  February  16,  1894,  his  widow  and  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch  being  the  only  survivors  of  his  family.  He  was  a  zealous 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  served  three  successive  years  as  mas¬ 
ter  of  West  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

Will  W.  Wright,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  brought  to  West  Union 
in  infancy,  and  this  city  has  been  his  home  for  nearly  half  a  century.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  at  an  early  age  began  a  career  as 
clerk  in  the  hardware  store  of  his  uncle,  the  late  H.  B.  Hoyt.  Nine  years 


708 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


were  spent  in  this  position,  when,  on  the  election  of  his  father  to  the  office 
of  county  treasurer,  he  was  chosen  as  chief  deputy  and  served  in  that  capacity 
for  four  years.  On  the  first  of  January,  1890,  he  and  his  cousin,  F.  E.  Hoyt, 
purchased  the  long-established  business  of  H.  B.  Hoyt,  and  continued  the 
same  for  several  years,  when  Mr.  Wright  sold  his  interest  to  his  partner,  but 
still  retains  a  prominent  position  as  salesman  and  office  man.  Mr.  Wright  in¬ 
herited  many  family  characteristics  peculiar  to  his  father.  He  is  quiet  and 
unassuming,  in  no  sense  obtrusive,  and  does  not  claim  for  himself  the  credit 
due  him  for  his  achievements. 

Mr.  Wright  was  happily  married  on  the  4th  of  May,  1886,  when  Sabra  C. 
Crowell,  who  was  born  November  4,  1859,  at  Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts,  be¬ 
came  his  wife.  Her  parents  were  Joshua  and  Survina  E.  Crowell.  At  the 
time  of  Miss  Crowell's  marriage,  and  for  some  years  previously,  she  was  a 
successful  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county.  Joshua  Crowell  was 
born  September  10,  1824,  at  West  Yarmouth,  Massachusetts,  and  died  Octo¬ 
ber  29,  1865,  in  Wisconsin.  Survina  E.  Crowell  was  born  May  21,  1827,  at 
Provincetown,  Massachusetts,  and  died  November  14,  1892,  at  West  Union, 
Iowa.  The  only  child  born  to  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Wright  is 
Harley  S.,  now  a  student  in  the  State  University  of  Iowa.  He  was  born  in 
West  Union,  August  15,  1887.  Having  been  graduated  from  the  high 
school  of  his  native  city,  he  at  once  entered  upon  a  course  of  higher  educa¬ 
tion  and  is  making  rapid  progress  in  dentistry,  being  a  careful  and  methodical 
student.  He  also  has  high  standing  in  athletic  circles,  playing  on  the  univer¬ 
sity  football  and  baseball  teams. 

W.  W.  Wright  is  a  member  of  West  Union  Lodge,  No.  69,  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  well  advanced  in  the  work  of  the  fraternity.  He 
is  liberal  in  religious  views,  as  were  his  ancestors.  He  has  never  sought 
public  office,  preferring  a  quiet  and  happy  domestic  life  to  the  allurements  of 
official  honors.  This  family,  as  represented  by  the  Wrights,  Hoyts,  Kents  and 
Rubyors,  is  one  of  the  earliest  in  West  Union,  and  are  prominent  and  well 
known  in  their  several  spheres  throughout  the  community. 


HON.  LESLIE  B.  MATTOON,  M.  D. 

One  of  the  prominent  men  of  his  day  and  generation,  and  a  man  whose 
name  will  ever  occupy  a  first  place  on  the  scroll  of  representative  citizens  of 
Fayette  county  of  a  past  generation,  was  Hon.  Leslie  B.  Mattoon,  M.  D.,  a 
man  who  won  distinction  in  more  phases  of  life  than  one  and  did  as  much  or 
more  for  this  locality  than  any  other  man.  His  example  could  be  emulated 
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by  the  youth  with  much  profit  if  he  is  seeking  a  model  that  could  not  help  but 
guide  him  into  planes  of  higher  endeavor  than  often  falls  to  the  lot  of  man. 

Doctor  Mattoon  was  born  in  Hermon,  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York, 
April  29,  1847,  and  was  the  son  of  James  and  Mary  A.  (Wheeler)  Mattoon, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Empire  state  where  they  grew  to  maturity, 
received  their  education  and  were  married.  The  father  and  three  sons  proved 
their  patriotism  by  enlisting  in  the  Union  army  when  the  war  between  the 
states  began,  and  while  thus  engaged  in  the  service  of  his  country,  James  Mat' 
toon  gave  up  his  life  on  July  3,  1862.  Vincent  served  for  nearly  three  years  at 
the  front,  then  returned  home ;  his  brother  John  was  killed  in  the  great  battle 
of  Chancellorsville.  Leslie  B.  and  a  sister  complete  the  family. 

Leslie  B.  Mattoon  spent  his  youth  under  the  parental  roof-tree  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools  and  the  Wesleyan  Seminary 
of  Gouverneur,  New  York.  Although  only  in  his  eighteenth  year,  he  enlisted 
in  the  Federal  army  on  August  30,  1864,  becoming  a  member  of  Battery  C, 
First  New  York  Light  Artillery,  in  which  he  made  a  very  creditable  record, 
being  discharged  June  17,  1865.  He  participated  in  the  second  battle  of 
Hatcher's  Run,  the  capture  of  Fort  Steadman,  and  the  capture  of  Petersburg. 
Receiving  an  honorable  discharge,  he  returned  home  and  attended  school 
through  the  winter  season,  and  in  the  spring  of  1866  emigrated  to  Dodge 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  worked  on  a  farm  during  the  summer  seasons 
and  taught  school  during  the  winter  months.  Having  long  entertained  an 
ambition  to  enter  the  medical  profession,  he  began  reading  medicine  during 
his  leisure  moments,  and  in  1873  he  entered  the  Bennett  Medical  College  of 
Chicago,  where  he  made  an  excellent  record  and  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  1875.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  he  came  to  Elgin,  Iowa, 
and  was  engaged  in  practice  there  continuously  until  his  death.  He  died  on 
June  10,  1902,  having  enjoyed  a  liberal  practice  and  becoming  one  of  the  noted 
medical  men  of  this  section  of  the  state. 

Doctor  Mattoon  was  married  in  Elgin  on  August  23,  1879,  to  Louise 
Sutter,  a  native  of  this  county  and  the  daughter  of  Louis  Sutter  and  wife. 
Her  death  occurring  on  February  25,  1885,  the  Doctor  was  married,  on 
November  14,  1888,  to  Lillie  Stoehr,  also  a  native  of  Fayette  county  and  a 
daughter  of  a  worthy  and  prominent  family,  George  A.  Stoehr  and  wife.  To 
this  union  were  born  three  children,  Leslie  Bois,  Jamie  and  Nellie. 

Politically,  Doctor  Mattoon  was  a  Democrat,  although  he  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Grant.  He  always  took  considerably  more  than  a  passing  interest  in 
political  affairs,  keeping  himself  well  informed  on  all  issues  of  the  day, — in 
fact,  he  was  a  well  read  man  and  acquainted  with  the  best  literature  of  the 
world.  In  1887  he  made  the  race  for  state  senator  and  was  subsequently 
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elected,  and,  having  made  a  very  commendable  record  as  a  public  servant  in 
that  important  office,  he  was  re-elected  in  1891.  As  an  official  he  won  praise 
both  from  his  constituents  and  his  colleagues,  and  made  a  record  of  which  any¬ 
one  might  well  be  proud. 

Doctor  Mattoon  was  a  successful  man  in  business  affairs  and  laid  by  a 
nice  competency.  For  some  time  he  was  president  of  the  State  Bank  of  Elgin 
and  occupied  the  same  position  int  connection  with  the  Elgin  Canning  Company, 
the  large  success  of  both  having  been  due  in  no  small  measure  to  his  able  and 
judicious  management.  Fraternally,  he  was  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  and 
belonged  also  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  United  Work¬ 
men,  the  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He 
deserved  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances. 


CHARLES  WEBSTER. 

The  record  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch  contains 
no  exciting  chapter  of  tragic  events,  but  is  replete  with  well  defined  purposes 
which,  carried  to  successful  issue,  have  won  for  him  an  influential  place  in 
business  circles  and  high  personal  standing  among  his  fellow  citizens.  His 
life  work  has  been  one  of  unceasing  industry  and  perseverance,  and  the  sys¬ 
tematic  and  honorable  methods  which  he  has  ever  followed  have  resulted  not 
only  in  gaining  the  confidence  of  those  with  whom  he  has  had  dealings,  but 
also  in  the  building  up  of  a  large  and  profitable  industry  and  the  accumu¬ 
lation  of  a  handsome  competence. 

Charles  Webster,  member  of  the  well  known  business  firm,  the  Carpenter- 
Webster  Lumber  Company  of  Waucoma,  Iowa,  and  Minneapolis,  Minnesota, 
was  born  in  Eden  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  May  18,  1859,  the  son 
of  an  excellent  old  family,  Joseph  and  Phoebe  A.  Webster,  the  father  born  in 
1824  and  the  mother  in  1829.  The  father  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead, 
a  man  admired  and  respected  by  all  classes. 

Charles  Webster  received  a  good  business  education  in  the  common  and 
high  schools  of  Waucoma,  and  he  began  life  for  himself  as  a  teacher,  having 
had  charge  of  the  schools  at  Eldorado  and  near  Fort  Atkinson  for  some  time. 
He  then  learned  telegraphy  and  through  the  influence  of  his  brother  and  father 
secured  the  agency  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railway  at  Wau¬ 
coma,  being  the  first  depot  agent  at  this  place,  having  opened  the  depot  here 
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on  May  4,  1880,  thirty  years  ago.  For  several  years  he  faithfully  discharged 
the  duties  of  this  office,  eventually  drifting  into  other  lines  of  business.  He 
has  been  associated  with  his  brother,  Ace  Webster,  in  the  lumber  business, 
land  speculation,  merchandising,  etc.,  for  many  years  and  they  have  been 
very  successful  in  whatever  they  have  undertaken.  Theirs  is  one  of  the 
strongest  business  concerns  in  Fayette  county  and  they  enjoy  a  very  liberal 
patronage,  having  a  large  number  of  lumber  yards. 

Charles  Webster  is  the  youngest  of  two  sons  born  to  Hon.  J.  P.  Webster 
and  wife,  the  father  having  been  born  in  New  York  in  1824,  where  he  grew 
to  maturity  and  was  educated;  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  1853, 
locating  in  Eden  township,  being  the  first  settler  in  that  vicinity.  He  braved 
the  primitive  conditions  and  developed  an  excellent  farm  and  a  good  home. 
He  was  the  founder  of  the  town  of  Waucoma,  Which  was  laid  out  on  a  por¬ 
tion  of  his  farm  which  he  entered  from  the  government.  He  has  watched 
the  development  of  this  town  with  fatherly  pride  and  has  had  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  it  become  one  of  the  principal  trading  points  in  the  county,  the  hand¬ 
some  little  city  being  beautifully  located  on  both  sides  of  the  lurkey  river 
and  is  an  ideal  place  for  either  a  home  or  business  point.  J.  P.  Webster  is 
now  eighty-six  years  old,  but  is  hale  and  hearty,  in  full  possession  of  his 
faculties,  a  clear-headed,  companionable  old  gentleman  with  whom  it  is  a 
delight  to  talk  of  the  pioneer  conditions  of  this  locality  and  its  subsequent 
development,  in  which  he  has  played  a  conspicuous  part.  He  is  favorably 
known  to  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  and  greatly  beloved  by 
the  older  residents  of  the  county.  He  is  serving  his  twenty-fifth  term  as 
mayor  of  Waucoma,  being,  perhaps,  the  oldest  mayor  in  the  United  States, 
both  in  point  of  age  and  in  service. 

Charles  Webster  was  married  on  September  9,  1883,  to  Dolly  Potter, 
daughter  of  S.  A.  and  A.  L.  (Seeber)  Potter,  a  fine  old  family,  of  which 
Mrs.  Webster  is  an  excellent  representative,  being  a  lady  of  refinement  and 
education.  Their  union  has  been  graced  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  Joe 
C.,  Neil  A.  and  Ben  A. 

Politically,  Mr.  Webster  is  a  Republican,  but  he  is  too  busy  with  his 
numerous  affairs  to  take  more  than  a  passing  interest  in  political  affairs, 
though  his  support  may  always  be  depended  upon  in  furthering  any  move¬ 
ment  looking  to  the  general  good  of  his  community.  In  fraternal  matters 
he  belongs  to  the  Masons,  Knights  Templars  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Automobile  and  Commercial  clubs. 
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NILES  H.  SPEARS. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Westgate,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  who  have  long 
occupied  a  conspicuous  position  among  the  leading  men  of  the  community  is 
the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  A  man  of 
sterling  integrity,  marked  business  ability  and  genial  disposition,  he  has  not 
only  earned  the  respect  of  his  business  associates,  but  has  gained  for  himself 
the  good  will  of  all  who  have  come  in  contact  with  him. 

Niles  H.  Spears  was  born  February  26,  1843,  m  Erie  county,  Ohio, 
and  is  the  son  of  Nathan  W.  and  Susan  Maria  (Toogood)  Spears,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  New  York  state.  The  father  became  a  woolen 
manufacturer  at  Birmingham,  Ohio,  where  for  several  years  he  was  success¬ 
fully  engaged  in  business.  Later  he  moved  to  Tecumseh,  Michigan,  where 
he  operated  a  woolen  mill  for  five  years.  August  23,  1855,  he  came  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  driving  through  with  three  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  span 
of  horses,  a  combination  which  in  those  early  days  was  a  common  sight. 
He  located  on  land  in  section  21,  Fremont  township,  his  having-  been  the  honor 
of  naming  the  township,  after  General  Fremont,  the  “Pathfinder.’’  There 
were  but  seven  or  eight  other  families  in  the  township  at  that  time  and 
but  little  progress  had  been  made  in  the  way  of  improvements.  Mr.  Spears 
obtained  a  half  section  of  government  land,  which  he  improved  and  on 
which  he  resided  until  his  death. 

Nathan  W.  Spears  took  an  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs  and  was 
a  stanch  Republican  in  his  political  opinions.  He  rendered  good  service 
to  the  community  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  as  postmaster.  He  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  to  which  they  gave 
an  earnest  and  liberal  support.  Mr.  Spears  was  twice  married,  first  to  Eliza 
Tainter,  and  to  this  union  were  born  the  following  children:  William,  de¬ 
ceased;  James  V.,  who  died  in  Michigan;  Sabra  Jane  died  in  childhood; 
Jessie  M.  died  in  South  Dakota.  By  this  marriage  with  Susan  Maria  Toogood 
the  following  children  were  born :  Charles  G.,  who  now  resides  near  Water¬ 
loo,  Iowa,  served  three  years  during  the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  Company 
F,  Thirty-eighth  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry;  Jane  is  the  wife  of  L.  C. 
Head,  of  Sumner,  Iowa;  Frank  M.  died  in  Duluth,  Minnesota;  Niles  H.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Mary  L.  became  the  wife  of  P.  H.  Winnegar,  who 
died  August  3,  1910,  in  the  old  Spears  homestead  in  Fremont  township,  this 
county;  Daniel  H.,  who  died  at  Sedalia,  Missouri,  in  1864,  was  a  member  of 
Company  C,  Twelfth  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry;  Sarah  E.  is  the 
wife  of  L.  B.  Gillett,  of  Sumner,  Iowa. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he 
was  eighteen  years  of  age,  receiving  his  early  education  under  the  direction 
of  his  father,  who  was  a  successful  school  teacher  for  a  number  of  years. 
On  September  15,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Twelfth  Regiment  Iowa 
Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  first  sent  to  Camp  Union,  at  Dubuque,  being 
later  sent  to  Benton  Barracks,  St.  Louis,  and  on  January  27,  1862,  to  Smith- 
land,  Kentucky,  where  he  remained  in  camp  until  the  5th  of  the  following 
February,  when  he  went  by  boat  up  the  river  to  Fort  Henry,  marching 
across  country  from  there  to  the  Cumberland  river,  at  Fort  Donelson.  They 
then  returned  to  Mettle’s  Landing,  on  the  Tennessee  river,  and  thence  by 
boat  to  Shiloh,  where  his  command  engaged  in  battle  with  the  enemy  on 
April  6  and  7,  1862.  The  regiment  then  marched  to  Corinth,  Mississippi, 
assisting  in  the  capture  of  that  city,  later  going  into  camp  at  Danville,  ten 
miles  south  of  that  city.  On  the  3d  of  October  they  returned  to  Corinth 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  that  day  and  the  day  following.  At  ten 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  second  day’s  fight  Mr.  Spears  was  shot  in  the 
left  hand  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Columbus,  Kentucky,  and  subse¬ 
quently  was  transferred  to  the  hospital  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  he  remained 
until  the  spring  of  1863,  when  he  went  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  rejoined 
the  regiment.  He  was  home  on  a  twenty-day  furlough,  and  in  March,  1863, 
he  1  etui  ned  to  St.  Louis,  and  on  April  14th  went  to  Duckport,  Mississippi, 
where  he  remained  until  May  2d.  The  regiment  then  marched  to  below 
Vicksburg,  crossed  the  Mississippi  river  on  May  10th  and  participated  in 
the  battle  at  Jackson.  The  regiment  went  to  Vicksburg  May  19th  and 
participated  in  the  siege  of  that  city,  which  culminated  in  its  surrender  on 
July  4th.  On  the  9th  of  the  same  month  they  returned  to  Jackson.  On  the 
1st  day  of  July  the  subject  was  captured  by  the  Confederates  while  he  was 
on  a  foraging  trip,  but  after  marching  about  two  miles  he  succeeded  in  effect¬ 
ing  his  escape  and  returned  to  his  command.  The  regiment  went  into  camp 
at  Black  river  after  the  evacuation  of  Jackson  by  the  enemy  and  remained 
there  until  November  6th,  when  they  marched  to  Vicksburg,  and  from  there  to 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  thence  to  LaGrange,  the  same  state.  On  the  16th 
the  regiment  went  into  winter  quarters  .and  on  January  5,  1864,  Mr.  Spears 
re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  in  the  same  company  and  regiment.  On  January 
26th  they  returned  to  Memphis  and  on  February  1st  they  took  boat  for  Vicks¬ 
burg.  From  there  they  marched  to  Black  river,  where  they  remained  until 
March  4th,  when  they  returned  to  Vicksburg  and  on  the  7th  took  boat  for 
Memphis  and  thence  went  up  the  river  to  St.  Louis  and  on  to  Davenport, 
Iowa,  where  they  arrived  March  22,  1864.  Mr.  Spears  was  at  home  on  a 
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veteran  furlough  of  thirty  days  and  on  April  28th  he  returned  to  Davenport, 
and  from  there  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  Cairo,  Illinois,  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
Mobile,  Alabama,  White  River,  Arkansas,  returning  to  Memphis  June  18th. 
From  there  they  were  transported  in  box  cars  to  Collinsville,  Tennessee, 
marching  from  there  to  LaGrange,  that  state,  where  they  spent  July  5th. 
Going  then  to  Ripley  and  New  Albany,  and  thence  on  to  Tupelo,  where  they 
engaged  the  enemy  on  July  14th  and  15th.  On  the  following  day  they  took 
train  for  Memphis,  but  after  the  battle  of  Tupelo  they  returned  to  LaGrange, 
going  from  there  to  Coldwater.  On  August  2d  they  advanced  on  Holly 
Springs,  where  they  remained  until  August  13th.  After  a  skirmish  with  the 
enemy,  they  marched  to  Oxford,  and  thence  to  Memphis,  where  they  took 
boat  down  the  Mississippi  river  to  White  river  and  up  that  stream  to  Du¬ 
vall’s  Bluffs,  and  on  the  10th  they  started  on  the  march  for  Brownsville, 
Arkansas.  On  September  nth  they  started  in  pursuit  of  Price  on  Little  Red 
river,  going  to  the  Ozark  mountains  and  then  to  Greenville,  Missouri,  on 
October  2d  and  to  Cape  Girardeau  on  the  5th.  After  nineteen  days  marching, 
during  which  they  covered  a  distance  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-six  miles, 
they  were  conveyed  by  boat  to  St.  Louis.  From  there  they  went  up  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  and  Missouri  rivers  to  Jefferson  City,  Missouri,  and  on  the  18th  of 
October  they  went  to  Sedalia,  Missouri,  thence  to  Independence,  Blue  River 
and  Kansas  City,  marching  all  day  and  all  night  in  order  to  intercept  Gen¬ 
eral  Price.  From  Blue  River  on  October  23d  they  marched  thirty-seven 
miles  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  after  a  three-day  rest,  they  marched  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy-six  miles  in  eight  days,  after  which  they  started  on  the  re¬ 
turn  march  of  three  hundred  miles  to  St.  Louis.  This  was  a  trying  trip  and  the 
soldiers  were  compelled  to  sleep  in  hay  stacks  and  other  sheltered  spots  in 
order  to  keep  warm.  They  arrived  at  St.  Louis  on  November  16th  and  on  the 
24th  they  went  to  Nashville  where  they  joined  the  army  of  General  Thomas 
which  was  engaged  in  repelling  Hood’s  invasion.  On  December  10th  the 
Union  forces  attacked  General  Hood  and  drove  him  back  to  Franklin.  They 
also  took  part  in  the  battles  at  Columbus,  Pulaski  and  Franklin.  They  went 
to  Lawrenceburg  and  Waynesboro,  and  on  January  26,  1865,  they  took 
transports  at  Clifton  for  Eastport,  Mississippi,  where  they  went  into  winter 
cpiarters.  Running  short  of  provisions,  they  were  compelled  to  subsist  for 
an  entire  week  on  corn.  On  February  5th  they  went  to  Cairo,  Illinois,  and 
on  the  10th  to  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  going  into  camp  on  the  13th  at  Wal¬ 
nut  Hills.  On  the  18th  they  took  boat  for  New  Orleans  and  on  the  21st  the 
regiment  camped  on  Gen.  Andrew  Jackson’s  old  battlefield.  On  March  2d 
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the  regiment  marched  to  Lake  Ponchartrain,  and  there  took  boat  for  Lake 
Borgue  and  Dauphin  Island.  They  went  up  Fish  river  opposite  Spanish 
Fort  and  on  April  8th  they  captured  Spanish  Fort  first  and  then  Fort  Blakely. 
On  April  13th  they  started  for  Montgomery,  Alabama,  reaching  that  place 
on  the  25th  of  April.  On  May  10th  the  regiment  marched  to  Selma,  where 
they  remained  in  camp  throughout  the  summer.  On  September  25th  they 
went  to  Talladega,  going  from  there  to  Jacksonville,  where  they  were  engaged 
in  provost  duty  until  December  25th.  On  January  2,  1866,  the  regiment  was 
sent  to  Memphis,  and  on  the  25th  of  that  month  they  were  mustered  out  of 
the  service.  Mr.  Spears-  served  through  the  war  as  a  private,  though  at 
times  he  was  placed  in  responsible  positions,  having  acted  as  wagon  master 
of  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  having  charge  of  the  ammunition  and  supply 
train.  After  his  discharge  he  went  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  was  paid  off. 

On  his  return  to  Iowa  Mr.  Spears  lived  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Fre¬ 
mont  township,  where  he  remained  until  1887,  when  he  went  to  Westgate, 
where  for  several  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  On  April 
16,  1901,  he  entered  upon  the  active  discharge  of  his  duties  as  postmaster  of 
Westgate.  He  has  given  to  this  office  his  best  efforts  and  has  administered 
its  affairs  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  patrons  of  the  office  and  his  official 
superiors. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Spears  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
holding  membership  in  Sunnyside  Lodge,  No.  510,  at  Maynard,  Iowa,  and  his 
wife  and  daughter  are  members  of  the  auxiliary  order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  at 
Sumner.  Mr.  Spears  keeps  alive  his  old  army  associations  through  his  mem¬ 
bership  in  Reynolds  Post,  No.  47,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  at  Maynard. 
Politically  he  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  served  in  a  number  of  official  posi¬ 
tions,  including  those  of  trustee  of  Fremont  township  and  member  of  the 
school  board,  of  which  .he  was  president.  He  is  the  present  mayor  of  West- 
gate,  his  ability  and  popularity  being  evidenced  in  the  fact  that  he  is  now 
serving-  his  third  consecutive  term  in  this  office. 

On  November  28,  1872,  Mr.  Spears  was  united  in  marriage  to  Annie  M. 
Bane,  of  Portland,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Ann  W.  (Richards) 
Bane,  the  latter  having  been  a  native  of  historic  Valley  Forge,  Pennsylvania, 
fames  Bane,  who  was  born  near  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  was  for  a  number 
of  years  engaged  in  the  commission  business  in  partnership  with  his  father 
at  Portland,  Ohio.  In  1864  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  secured  a 
half  section  of  good  land,  located  a  mile  north  of  Westgate,  where  he  con¬ 
ducted  farming  operations  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  His  wife  survived  him  many  years,  dying 
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September  24,  1909,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  his  wife  being  a  Quaker.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children,  namely:  Mary  E.,  who  died  in  1887,  was  the  wife  of  W.  O. 
Sales,  by  whom  she  had  a  daughter,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  H. 
Emmons,  of  Burr  Oak,  Iowa;  Annie  M.,  wife  of  Mr.  Spears;  J.  R.,  of  Oel- 
wein,  Iowa;  I.  W.,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spears  has 
been  born  a  daughter,  Stella  W.  The  latter  received  her  elementary  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools,  subsequently  attending  Drake  University,  at  Des 
Moines.  She  studied  music  under  the  well-known  teacher,  Emil  Liebling,  of 
Chicago,  later  under  W.  H.  Pontius,  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  also  under  good 
teachers  at  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  She  is  now  engaged  as  a  teacher  with 
W.  H.  Pontius  in  the  Minneapolis  School  of  Music  and  expects  to  complete 
here  musical  studies  in  Europe. 

Mr.  Spears  enjoys  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  Fayette  county 
and  numbers  his  friends  by  the  number  of  his  acquaintances.  He  is  a  man  of 
splendid  personal  qualities,  marked  business  ability  and  unquestioned  integ¬ 
rity  of  character  and  is  numbered  among  the  practical,  conservative  and  re¬ 
liable  citizens  of  the  county,  in  which  he  has  spent  so  many  years.  He  is  en¬ 
titled  to  particular  respect  because  of  his  military  record,  a  record  of  which 
he  may  well  feel  proud. 


ANTONE  B.  LOOMIS. 

In  writing  a  work  of  so  great  a  magnitude  as  is  here  intended,  it  is  but 
fair  to  note  the  life  and  character  of  a  man  who  has  by  good  management 
and  persistency  overcome  numerous  obstacles  that  would  have  discouraged 
and  crushed  many  of  a  weaker  nature,  succeeding  admirably  well  in  spite  of 
them,  as  we  shall  see,  for  Antone  B.  Loomis,  of  the  firm  of  Loomis  Brothers, 
of  West  Union,  dealers  in  furniture  and  undertaking  goods,  has  demonstrated 
beyond  a  doubt  what  one  can  do  who  has  a  well  defined  purpose,  energy,  and 
who  does  not  admit  the  word  “fail’’  to  his  vocabulary. 

Mr.  Loomis  was  born  in  Auburn  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  Novem¬ 
ber  8,  1864,  and  is  the  son  of  Edwin  H.  and  Mary  (Hennings)  Loomis,  the 
father  having  been  born  in  New  York  in  1834,  and  the  mother  in  England, 
the  same  year.  They  came  west  when  young  and  married  in  this  county,  and 
are  still  living  in  West  Union.  Mr.  Loomis  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
the  county,  the  date  of  his  advent  being  1854,  and  he  has  lived  in  the  county 
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continuously  since  his  first  settlement  here.  He  cleared  up  a  timber  farm  and 
became  well-to-do,  and  is  now  living  retired,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  earlier 
years  of  toil  and  endeavor.  He  owns  valuable  property  in  West  Union, 
California  and  Dakota.  His  family  consisted  of  four  sons.  The  eldest,  Dr. 
Frank  Loomis,  is  a  practicing  physician  of  Marcus,  Iowa,  being  a  graduate 
of  the  Rush  Medical  College  at  Chicago,  and  he  is  a  very  successful  physician; 
he  married  Madge  A.  Perry,  of  Atchison,  Kansas,  and  they  have  three  sons, 
Frank,  Emlia  and  Donald.  Henry  C.  Loomis  is  in  the  real  estate  business  at 
Marcus,  this  state ;  he  married  Gertrude  Leonard,  of  Cherokee,  Iowa,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Mary.  Antone  B.,  of  this  review,  and  Dord  W.,  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  is  an  equal  partner  with  Antone  B.  in  their  extensive 
business,  which  they  purchased  in  1902.  Both  the  brothers  are  graduated 
embalmers  and  fully  understand  the  details  of  this  business,  consequently  are 
popular  and  extensively  patronized.  They  and  their  brothers  received  liberal 
educations,  having  attended  the  local  public  schools,  the  Ainsworth  Academy 
in  West  Union  and  the  Upper  Iowa  University  at  Fayette.  All  four  of  the 
brothers  were  successful  teachers  in  earlier  years. 

On  February  22,  1898,  Antone  B.  Loomis  married  Leora  .Philips,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  A.  A.  and  Agnes  (Johnston)  Philips.  She  was  born  in  Dover  town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  in  1871,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  is  a 
high-school  graduate,  and  was  a  teacher  before  her  marriage ;  her  parents  are 
both  living  on  a  farm  in  Union  township.  Two  daughters  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loomis:  Phyllis,  born  October  13,  1899,  and  Gertrude,  born 
February  28,  1901. 

“Uncle”  Jesse  Philips,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Loomis,  was  a  well  known 
public  school  teacher  here  and  elsewhere  for  more  than  fifty  years.  His  death 
occurred  in  Ohio  at  an  advanced  age. 

Mr.  Loomis  is  a  member  of  West  Union  Lodge,  No.  142,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  like  the  rest  of  the  Loomis  family,  but 
none  of  them  have  ever  sought  public  office. 

The  Loomis  Brothers  carry  a  fine  stock  of  goods,  carefully  selected  and 
up  to  date.  No  better  line  of  furniture  and  undertaking  goods  are  to  be 
found  in  this  part  of  the  state,  and  they  are  enjoying  an  excellent  trade  which 
increases  with  the  years.  Their  stock  embraces  at  all  seasons  a  full  line  of 
furniture,  carpets,  linoleums,  window-shades  and  fixtures.  Their  store  oc¬ 
cupies  two  stories  and  a  basement  in  a  neat  and  substantial  brick  building 
fortv  bv  eighty-five  feet,  and  this  is  a  favorite  gathering  place  for  the  citizens 
of  the  rural  districts  when  in  the  county  seat. 
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WILLIAM  W.  RIDLER. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  ranks  among  the  leading  farmers  of  Fayette 
county  and  has  long  enjoyed  worthy  prestige  in  the  township  of  which  he  is 
an  honored  resident.  His  father,  William  Ridler,  was  born  January  28,  1826, 
in  Devonshire,  England,  as  was  also  the  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Mary  Kingclon  and  who  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  March  26,  1821.  These 
parents  grew  up  in  the  same  neighborhood  and  were  married  on  the  29th  of 
April,  1847.  Later  they  immigrated  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in 
Genesee  county,  New  York,  where  they  lived  until  about  1848,  when  they 
removed  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  located  on  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Jefferson 
township.  He  also  bought  a  small  log  house  in  which  the  family  lived  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  and  in  the  meantime  addressed  himself  to  the  improvement  of  his 
land,  which  was  in  the  condition  that  nature  had  made  it.  Subsequently  he 
erected  a  much  larger  and  more  comfortable  dwelling,  the  one  now  occupied  by 
the  subject  and  his  family,  and  in  due  season  had  a  fine  farm  under  cultivation 
and  was  on  the  high  road  to  prosperity.  He  added  to  his  improvements  at 
intervals,  made  substantial  progress  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  and  was  in  comfort¬ 
able  circumstances  at  the  time  of  his  death,  January  20,  1890,  Mrs.  Ridler 
departing  this  life  on  January  2,  1897. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Ridler  was  a  tailor,  which  trade  he  learned  in  his  native 
land,  but  after  coming  to  America  he  devoted  his  attention  principally  to  farm¬ 
ing,  in  which,  as  already  stated,  he  met  with  the  success  that  usually  follows 
sound  judgment  and  well-directed  industry.  He  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred 
Fortieth  New  York  Infantry  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  great  Rebellion  and 
served  one  year  at  the  front,  and  it  was  shortly  after  his  return  from  the  army 
that  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  New  York  and  came  west.  As  a  neighbor 
and  citizen  he  stood  high  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him 
and  the  deep  interest  he  ever  took  in  promoting  the  social  and  moral  welfare 
of  the  community  gave  him  a  wide  reputation  throughout  the  county.  In 
religion  the  Presbyterian  church  held  his  creed  and  in  politics  he  was  loyal 
and  unswerving  in  upholding  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 

William  and  Mary  Ridler  reared  a  family  of  six  children,  namely :  Fan¬ 
nie,  born  November  4,  1848,  married  Peter  Harford,  of  Oelwein;  Mary  Jane, 
who  was  born  March  20,  1851,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Knight,  of  Denver, 
Colorado;  Josephine,  born  December  4,  1853,  is  now  Mrs.  H.  W.  Keniston, 
of  Oelwein;  William  W.,  of  this  review,  is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth,  the 
fifth  being  Fredrick  John,  a  retired  farmer  of  Fayette  county,  living  in  Oel¬ 
wein,  whose  natal  day  was  January  12,  1858;  Emma  Lucinda,  the  youngest 
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of  the  family,  was  born  September  21,  1863,  and  married  George  Teague,  a 
well-to-do  farmer  and  substantial  citizen  of  Jefferson  township. 

William  W.  Ridler  'was  born  July  6,  1856,  and  spent  his  early  life  in 
his  native  state,  receiving  a  good  practical  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Fayette  county.  He  was  reared  a  farmer  and  remained  with  his  parents 
until  his  marriage,  which  was  solemnized  on  the  8th  of  September,  1880,  with 
Nina  Bennett,  of  Jefferson  township,  who  was  born  October  27,  1859,  the 
daughter  of  DeWitt  and  Eleanor  (Wood)  Bennett,  both  natives  of  Orange 
county,  New  York. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  1858  and  settled 
in  Jefferson  township,  where  they  lived  the  remainder  of  their  days,  the  for¬ 
mer  dying  December  24,  1870,  the  latter  in  the  spring  of  1875.  They  had 
eight  children  whose  names  are  as  follows :  Martha  E.,  wife  of  A.  J.  Miller, 
of  Oelwein;  Carrie,  wife  of  John  Morton,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  this  state;  George, 
a  farmer  of  Jefferson  township,  died  November  8,  1908;  Ruth,  who  married 
John  Foley  and  lives  in  Union  county,  Iowa;  Lewis,  of  Clinton,  Minnesota, 
and  by  occupation  a  farmer;  Nina,  wife  of  the  subject;  Fred,  a  resident  of 
Oelwein,  and  Andrew,  of  Bryant,  South  Dakota.  Father  Bennett  was  an  ex¬ 
cellent  man  and  praiseworthy  citizen,  and  wielded  a  wide  influence  for  good 
among  his  neighbors  and  friends.  He  followed  farming  for  a  livelihood, 
voted  the  Republican  ticket  and  Was  a  devout  Christian  and  an  untiring  stu¬ 
dent  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  The  deaths  of  this  good  man  and  of  his  esti¬ 
mable  wife  were  greatly  deplored  and  they  will  long  live  in  the  memories'  of 
those  with  whom  they  formerly  mingled.  For  one  year  after  his  marriage 
William  W.  Ridler  lived  at  Oelwein,  but  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  went 
to  Sanborn  county,  South  Dakota,  where  he  entered  a  quarter  section  of  land 
and  pre-empted  a  like  amount  in  the  same  locality,  on  which  he  resided  during 
the  nine  years  ensuing.  Disposing  of  all  his  land  in  the  year  1891,  he  returned 
to  Fayette  county  and,  purchasing  the  home  farm  of  his  father,  has  lived  on 
the  same  ever  since,  adding  to  its  improvements  and  value  the  meanwhile  and 
taking  a  front  rank  among  the  successful  agriculturists  and  stock  raisers  of 
Jefferson  township.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  raises  high  grade  cattle, 
horses  and  hogs,  and  by  diligent  attention  to  his  vocation  has  surrounded  him¬ 
self  with  a  sufficiency  of  this  world’s  wealth  to  make  his  future  secure  and  in¬ 
dependent. 

Mr.  Ridler  is  a  public  spirited  man  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  whatever 
tends  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  community.  He  is  a  Republican  in  poli¬ 
tics,  a  worthy  member  of  the  Christian  church  and,  fraternally,  belongs  to  the 
Modern  Brotherhood  of  America,  at  Oelwein. 
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The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ridler  has  been  blessed  with  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Leona  Genevieve,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  6th  day  of  April, 
1888,  and  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Bert  Kiel,  an  enterprising  farmer  and 
esteemed  citizen  of  Jefferson  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ridler  are  the  grand 
parents  of  a  grandson,  born  July  10,  1910.  Mrs.  Ridler  is  raising  one  of  her 
brother’s  children,  Merl,  whose  mother  died  in  1899.  She  is  a  bright  little 
girl,  born  May  12,  1897,  and  is  attending  school. 


